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PREFATORY  NOTE. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Fourteenth  International  Convention  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Proyincesare  here- 
with submitted.  Injustice  to  themselves,  the  Executive  Committee  must  dis- 
claim all  responsibility  for  the  delay  which  has  attended  this  publication— desir- 
ing only  to  say  that*  on  their  own  part  nothing  has  been  left  undone  to  facilitate 
the  issue  of  the  journal.  This  delay  is  very  properly  a  subject  of  impatient 
regret  on  the  part  of  all  who  love  our  work  and  who  wish  its  continued 
advancement.  It  will,  we  need  not  say,  be  our  aim  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
this  unfortunate  cause  of  complaint. 

These  minutes  of  the  Portland  Convention  will  serve  to  illustrate,  more 
practically  and  more  powerfully  than  has  ever  before  been  done,  the  work  of  the 
Christian  Attsociation  enterprise,  and  the  modes  of  carrying  it  on.  In  these 
pages  will  be  found  a  measurably  faithful  picture  of  religious  earnestness, 
Christian  unity  and  Spiritual  brotherhood,  as  manifested  by  the  eight  hundred 
workers  who  responded  to  the  call  to  Portland,  and  the  Associations  which  sent 
hem.  It  is  not  for  us  to  «ay  that  no  more  profitable  or  practical  Convention 
has  ever  been  held  in  America;  but  leaving  that  opinion  for  others  to  express^ 
we  may  with  propriety  affirm  that,  as  a  gathering  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
Church  of  Christ— of  the  men  who  confessedly  are  foremost  in  every  good  word 
and  work,  of  the  men  who  are  soon  to  take  up  and  bear  onward  the  Lord's  Ark 
towards  the  ultimate  conquest  of  our  country  for  Christ — the  Portland  Conven- 
tion was  a  success  beyond  precedent.  The  most  cursory  glance  at  the  following 
records  will  enforce  this  conviction. 

We  therefore  submit  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  with  the  fullest  co|ifidence 
that  it  contains  a  comparatively  complete  presentation  of  the  work  in  which  we 
are  all  so  much  interested,  together  with  many  suggestions  worth  heeding  as  to 
the  future  management  of  the  important  trust  assumed  by  the  hundred  thou- 
sand young  men  banded  into  the  Christian  Association  brotherhood. 

Encouraged  we  have  the  right  to  feel,  as  we  look  back  upon  what  God  hath 
wrought  for  us ;  but  satisfied,  never,  until  there  shall  be  no  longer  a  field  for  our 
peculiar  mission,  no  longer  a  soul  to  save,  and  no  longer  a  vineyard  to  be  tilled. 
God  helping  us,  brethren,  let  us  gird  on  anew  our  armor,  with  the  determination 
to  plant  our  banner  firmly  in  every  city  and  town  on  this  Continent,  and  in 
waging  unceamng  war  upon  the  Man  of  Sin,  let  us  look  forward  trustingly  for 
■the  victory,  until  He  shall  come  whose  right  it  is  to  reign  I 
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CIRCULAR  OP  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE,  CALLING  THE 
CONVENTION. 

161  Fifth  Atenxje.  New-Yokk,  ) 
May  24(A^  1869.  ) 

To  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 

Dear  Brethren  :  As  authorized  by  the  resolution  adjourning 
the  Detroit  Convention,  and  after  conference  with  the  Reception 
Committee  of  the  Portland  Association,  the  Executive  Committee 
hereby  designate  the  14th  day  of  July  next  for  the  meeting  in 
Conference  of  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Assocl^tions  of 
THE  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  at  the  City  of 
Portland.  The  meeting  for  organization  will  be  held  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 

The  basis  of  representation,  as  fixed  at  the  two  preceding  Con- 
ventions, allows  three  Delegates  to  all  Associations  having  one 
hundred  members  or  less ;  *  one  additional  Delegate  for  each 
additional  one  hundred  of  members,  or  fraction  exceeding  fifty, 
but  no  delegation  can  embrace  more  than  fifteen  members.  The 
computation  of  membership  for  this  purpose  is  to  embrace  all 
active  members  of  the  Associations  who  have  paid  their  dues. 

All  arrangements  in  regard  to  railroad  and  steamboat  routes, 
reduction  of  fare,  and  entertainment  of  Delegates,  will  be  set  forth 
in  a  circular,  shortly  to  be  issued  by  the  Portland  Association, 
whose  Reception  Committee  is  now  actively  engaged  in  this  labo- 
rious work.  It  is  hoped  that  this  circular  wUl  answer,  at  a  suffi- 
ciently early  period,  most  of  the  necessary  questions  in  regard  to 
the  preliminary  matters  of  the  Convention,  and,  thus,  few  merely 
formal  letters  of  inquiry  to  either  of  the  Committees  be  required 
on  the  part  of  those  intending  to  attend  the  Convention. 
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The  Executive  Committee  proposes  to  submit  to  the  Conven- 
tion the  following,  as  among  the  important  topics  demanding  care- 
fal  consideration  and  practical  action. 

I. — The  need  of  Buildings  constructed  for -and  owned  by  the 
Associations,  and  the  plans  for  the  accumulation  of  Building 
Funds. 

IL — Monthly,  Social  and  Business  Meetings  of  the  Associations ; 
the  objects  of  each,  and  how  each  best  conducted. 

III. — What  forms  of  Christian  effort,  outside  the  special  work 
for  which  the  Associations  are  organized,  have  been  most  success- 
ful, and  how  have  these  been  prosecuted  ? 

IV. — How  may  the  German  young  men  of  the  country  be 
reached  by  our  influence  ? 

In  connection  with  this  topic.  Rev.  E.  W.  Rice,  of  the  Milwau- 
kee Association,  will  be  invited  to  read  an  essay  prepared  by  him, 
on  the  invitation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  for  the  Detroit 
Convention. 

V. — The  relation  of  the  Associations  on  this  continent  to  each 
other,  as  independent  organizations,  but  similarly  constituted,  and 
having  a  common  work  and  aim ;  and  their  united  power  in  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  Christ  among  the  young  men  of  America. 

VL — Personal  consecration  to  Christ  essential  to  real  success  in 
Associational  work,  in  its  grandest  phase,  the  conversion  of  young 
men- 
It  is  presumed  that  the  Lecture  Bureau,  created  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  last  Convention,  will  submit  a  report  of  its  work  for 
the  year,  together  with  such  suggestions  as  may  be  deemed  mate- 
rial in  regard  to  future  efforts. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  embrace  some 
propositions  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  the  general  work  of 
the  Associations,  and  also  a  report  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  Mis- 
sion. There  will  be  no  lack  of  matter  claiming  the  attention  of 
all  the  delegates  to  the  Convention  throughout  the  whole  of  its 
session. 
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Let  every  Association  determine,  if  possible,  to  be  represented 
at  Portland  by  its  very  best  men,  by  men  who  shall  personify  the 
spirituality,  the  energy,  the  culture,  the  love  for  our  peculiar  work 
whereby  each  Association  is  willing  to  be  judged.  The  member- 
ship should  be  closely  scanned,  in  order  to  secure  the  selection  of 
such  delegates  as  shall  concentrate  in  the  Convention  a  body  of 
representative  young  Christians,  to  whose  devotion  and  earnest- 
ness a  iuU  recognition  will  be  accorded,  not  merely  for  the  moment, 
but  during  the  years  to  come.  It  is  not  necessary  to  send  the  dele- 
gates of  former  years,  and  the  fact  of  previous  attendance  need  not 
be  deemed  a  man^s  best  title  to  further  honor  in  this  direction,  un- 
less the  journals  of  the  Convention  bear  witness  to  his  usefulness 
and  influence  in  forwarding  Association  work  by  his  presence. 
Select  and  send  your  very  best  men. 

It  should  be  our  prayer  and  expectation  that  the  approaching 
Convention  may  be  the  most  successiul  and  memorable  one  of  all 
the  series — in  its  fervor,  its  high  tone,  its  powerful  and  permanent 
spiritual  effects — and  in  its  results  of  good'  fruit  in  the  vineyard 
which  we  are  aiming  to  cultivate. 

Again,  the  delegates  should  bear  upon  their  consciences  the  re- 
sponsibility of  so  placing  their  respective  Associations  properly 
and  creditably  before  the  Convention,  in  the  matter  of  statistics 
fiicts,  and  reports,  as  shall  add  practical  interest  to  the  Conference. 
Every  Association  in  America  is  invited  to  send  one  or  more  rep- 
resentatives, and  thus  put  itself  on  record  as  a  live,  working  or- 
ganization. But,  with  your  delegates,  brethren,  do  not  fail  to  send 
such  a  statement  of  your  condition  and  your  work  as  will  enable 
the  Executive  Conomittee  to  spread  before  the  country  in  the  next 
"  Journal"  a  complete  summary  of  the  work  we  are  engaged  in, 
and  the  workers  whom  God  uses  to  perform  it  Unless  the  dele- 
gates look  carefully  to  this,  they  and  we  will  fail  to  accomplish  an 

important  duty. 

"We  remain,  your  brethren  in  the  Lord, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 

WILLIAM  F.  LEE, 

JAMES  STOKES,  Jr.,  I  ExecuH^ 

TIMOTHY  G.  SELLEW,  Jr.,  |  CommUtee. 

THOMAS  COCHRAN,  Jr., 

ROSWELL  MILLER. 


u 

CIRCULAR   OP  PORTLAND  T.  M.  C.  ASSOCIATION. 

Young  Men's  Chbistian  Association  Rooms,  ) 

Comer  of  Congnress  and  Brown  Streets,  v 

Portland,  Mb.,  June  24, 1869.     ) 

To  the  Young  Men*$  Ohristian  Association  of 

Dear  Brethren  :  You  have  already  been  informed  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  that  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention  of 
Young  Men*s  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces,  will  be  held  at  Portland,  Maine,  commencing 
on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1869. 

We  cordially  second  the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
trust  that  you  will  (if  you  have  not  already)  select  your  best 
men  to  represent  you  at  that  time ;  those  whose  practical  and  per- 
sonal experience  in  the  work  of  the  Association,  will  aid  us  in  the 
solution  of  the  great  question,  "How  we  can  work  the  most 
successfully  for  Christ  through  the  agency  of  these  Associations." 
And  we  can  assure  you  that  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  extend 
to  them  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  city  and  our  homes. 

It  is  earnestly  desired,  that,  as  soon  as  your  Delegates  are 
elected  you  will  send  us  their  names  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
session  of  the  Convention,  and  the  probability  of  their  attendance 
at  that  time. 

The  basis  of  representation  as  fixed  at  the  two  preceding  Con- 
ventions allows  three  Delegates  to  all  Associations  having  one 
hundred  members  or  less,  and  for  every  additional  hundred  mem- 
bers or  fraction  of  one  hundred  exceeding  fifty,  one  additional 
Delegate  will  be  allowed ;  but  no  Delegation  can  embrace  more 
than  FIFTEEN  MEMBERS.  The  computation  of  membership  for 
this  purpose  is  to  embrace  all  active  members  of  the  Association 
who  have  paid  their  dues. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  trains  and  steamboats,  Delegates  will  be 
met  by  some  of  the  members  and  conducted  to  the  rooms  of  the 
Association,  comer  of  Congress  and  Brown  streets,  where  they 
will  b3  assigned  places  of  entertainment.  Delegates  arriving  by 
the  late  evening  trains  will  report  at  the  rooms  on  the  following 
morning.  It  is  desirable  that  each  Delegate  should  wear  a  white 
ribbon  or  badge,  bearing  the  name  of  their  Association,  that  they 
may  be  easily  recognized.     While  we  hope  to  see  a  large  repre- 
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sentation  of  friends  of  the  Association  present  at  the  Convention, 
we  cannot  be  expected  to  provide  free  entertainment  to  any  but 
officially  accredited  Del^ates. 

The  proprietors  of  the  following  hotels  have  reduced  their  fares 
to  those  who  preaent  credentials  as  Delegates,  and  desire  thus  to 
be  accommodated  at  their  own  expense : 

Untied  States  Hotel,  junction  Congress  and  Middle  Streets,  $2.00 
per  day, 

Preble  House,  corner  Congress  and  Preble  Streets,  $2.00  ^er  day. 

The  Convention  will  meet  for  organization,  Wednesday  after- 
noon, July  14th,  at  3  o'clock,  at  the  State  Street  Congregational 
Church,  where  the  sessions  of  the  Convention  will  be  held.  The 
Welcome  Meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  July  14, 
and  the  closing  meeting  on  Sunday  evening,  July  18,  at  the  City 
Hall. 

TRAVELING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Companies  with 
which  we  have  made  arrangements  for  reduced  fare, — not  all  we  have  endea^ 
▼ored  to  secure, — some  refusing  to  grant  our  request  therefor ;  others  neglecting 
to  notice  such,  by  any  reply.  These  we  commend,  on  this  and  other  occasions, 
to  your  preference,  for  their  liberality  and  willingness  to  oblige. 

ISTPImm  notice,  particularly,  the  kind  of  arrangements  with  each  Road,  that 
trouble  to  yoursdvee  or  railroad  employees  be  avoided. 

We  are  under  great  obligation  to  Bro.  Edward  Danforth,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
for  his  valuable  assistance. 

The  foUowing  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Companies  will  grant  free  rbtubns 
to  members  in  attendance  upon  the  Convention,  by  the  same  route  over  which, 
respectively,  they  paid  full  fare  in  coming,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Railroad  Committee,  at  Portland  : 

Erie  Railway  (including  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Road),  from 
Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Dimkirk,  Bufiblo,  and  intermediate  places,  to  Bing- 
hamton  and  New- York. 

Shore  Line  Railroad,  from  New  Haven,  &c.,  to  New  London. 

Stonington  and  Providence  Railroad,  from  New  London,  &c.,  to  Provi- 
dence. 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  from  Providence,  &c.,  to  Boston 

Albany  and  Susquehannah  Railroad,  from  Binghamton,  &c.,  to  Albany. 

Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  Railroad  (including,  also,  the  Schenectady 
and  Saratoga,  Saratoga  and  Whitehall,  Whitehall  and  Rut- 
land, AND  Rutland  and  Washington  Railroads),  from  Albany, 
Troy,  Schenectady,  &c ,  to  Whitehall  and  Rutland. 

Champlain  Steamers,  from  Whitehall  and  Piatt sburgh.  to  Burlington. 

Rutland  and  Burlington,  and  Vermont  Valley  Railroads,  from  Burling- 
ton, Rutland,  &c.,  to  Bellow's  Falls. 

Cheshire  and  Ashuelot  Railroad,  from  Bellow's  Falls,  &c,  to  Fitchburg. 

FrrcHBURG  Railroad,  frt>m  Fitchburg,  Groton  Junction,  &c.,  to  Boston. 
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Vermokt  Central  Railroad  and  Branches,  from  St.  Jobn*8,  Rouse^s  Point  • 

Burlin^on,  &c.,  to  White  River  Junction  and  Bellow's  Falls 
Northern  Railroad  (N.  H.),  fronl  White  River  Junction,  &c.,  to  Concord. 
Concord  and  Portsmouth  Railroad,  from  Concord,  Manchester,  &c.,  to  New 

Market  Junction, — connecting  with  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  for 

Portland. 
Oswego  and  StRACUSs  Railroad. 
Byracttsb,  Binghamton  and  New- York  Railroad. 
Rome,  Watbrtown  and  Oqdenbburo  Railroad,  from  Oswego,  Rome,  &c.,  to 

Ogdensburg  and  Potsdam  Junction. 
Ogdensburq  and  Lake  Champlain  Railroad,  from  Ogdensburg,  Potsdam 

Junction,  &c.,  to  Rouse's  Point. 
Day  Line  of  Steamboats  on  the  Hudson  ("  Daniel  Drew  **  and  •'  Chaoncey 

Vibbard  "),  between  New- York  and  Albany. 
Troy  and  New- York  Steamboat  Company  ("  Vanderbilt  *'  and  "  Connecti- 
cut "),  between  New- York  and  Troy,  or  Albany. 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad  and  Branches,  from  Detroit  and  intermediate  places 

to  Portland. 
Eastern,  and  Boston  and  Maine,  and  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth 

Railroads,  to  Portland.    Leave  Boston  7i  A.  M.,  12  M.,  and  8  P.  M., 

arrive  12i,  5,  and  8  P.  M. 
Portland,  Bangor  and  Machias  Steamers. 
Portland  and  Rochester  Railroad. 

OTHER  ARRANGEMENTS. 

New  Haven  Steamboat  Compaitt  (Steamers  "  Continental "  and  '*  Elm  City,**) 

will  carry  between  New  York  (Pier  25,  East  River)  and  New  Haven,  for 

75  cents  each  way,  those  provided  with  credentials  from  the  Associations 

they  represent. 
Portland  and  Boston  Steamers,  from  Boston  and  return,  $2.00.     Leave 

Boston  7  P.  M.,  arrive  4  A.  M. 
St.  John  Steamers.    St.  John  to  Portland  and  return,  $5.00  specie.    Eastport 

and  return,  $5.00  currency. 
Boston  and  Baltimore  Steamship  Company.    Southern  Delegates  can  take 

steamers  by  this  line  at  Norfolk,  July  1,  5,  and  8.    Tickets,  including 

state  rooms  and  meals,  to  Boston,  $12.00  each  way. 

The  following  railroads  agree  to  furnish  free  return  iickets  to  delegates 
showing  their  credentials  and  paying  full  fare  one  way : 

Maine  Central  Railroad. 
Kennebec  and  Portland  Railroad. 
Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  Convention  will  prove  a  blessing  not  only 
to  our  own  Association  and  oity,  but  to  all  who  attend  its  sessions, 
and  its  influence  be  felt  by  all  Associations  represented  here. 
Come,  then,  brethren,  with  an  earnest  desire  and  prayer  that  this 
may  be  the  result 

Please  address  communications  to  Henry  H.  Burgess,  Box 
2194,  Portland,  Me. 

ANDREW  J.  CHASE,  Fresideni  P.  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

James  K  Hazeltike,  Chairman  Ex.  Com. 
Henry  H.  Burgess,  Cor.  Secretary, 
John  Russell,  Bee.  Secretary. 


RULES  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 


1.  The  order  of  each  day's  proceedingB  shall  he  as  follows :  Devotional  Ex 
erases — Reading  of  Minutes — Calls  for  Resolutions,  Memorials,  and  Proposi- 
tions— Reading  of  Communications — Reports  of  Standing  Committees — Reports 
of  Special  Committees — Unfinished  Business. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  organization  is  completed,  the  President  shall 
appoint  the  following  standing  Committees,  each  to  consist  of  seven  members : 

A  Committee  on  Associations,  to  which  shall  he  referred  all  matters  touch- 
ing the  Associations  in  their  individual  and  united  action ; 

A  Business  Committee,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  business  of  a  general 
nature  ; 

A  Committee  on  Public  and  Devotional  Meetings. 

But  the  Convention  may  refer  any  business  to  a  Special  Committee  or  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  at  its  pleasure. 

A  Special  Committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the 
opening  session,  to  which  all  resolutions,  memorials,  and  propositions  shall  be 
handed  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  Convention,  each  paper 
to  contain  the  name  of  the  proposer  and  the  name  of  the  Association  he  repre- 
sents. These  resolutions  to  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Committee  without  read- 
ing. 

3.  After  the  appointment  of  the  Committees,  memorials,  resolutions  and 
propositions  shall  be  referred  by  the  President,  without  action  or  debate,  to  » 
Standing  Committee,  unless  the  Convention  shall  refer  the  same  to  a  Select 
Committee,  or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  this  rule  of  reference  elml]. 
apply  to  all  business  brought  before  the  Convention,  except  such  as  is  incidentals 
in  its  character. 

4.  The  Convention,  at  any  time,  may  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  consider,  in  a  general  form,  any  proposition  or  matter  appertaining 
to  the  Associations,  with  a  view  to  develop  the  experience  of  the  Associations 
and  the  opinions  of  Delegates  upon  the  subjects  under  consideration ;  and  at 
the  close  of  its  discussions  thereon,  the  Committee  shall  report  its  conclusions. 
to  the  Convention  for  its  action ;  the  report  to  be  prepared  and  submitted  for 
such  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  the  Standing  Committee,  to 
whose  jurisdiction  the  matter  under  discussion  relates,  unless  the  Committee  of 
the  W^hole  shall  appoint  a  Special  Committee  to  prepare  and  submit  the  report. 

5.  No  Committee  shall  sit  while  the  Convention  is  in  session,  without 
special  permission. 

6.  All  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise 
ordered ;  and  shall  report  matters  referred  to  them,  unless  otherwise  instructed,, 
previous  to  the  last  business  session  of  the  Convention. 

7.  All  reports  of  Committees  shall  be  numbered  and  placed upona  docket,. 
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and  brought  up  in  regular  order  In  Convention,  except  such  as  shall  be  referred 
to  the  CJommittee  of  the  Whole. 

8.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  smy  question,  until  others 
who  wish  have  spoken,  nor  more  than  ten  minutes,  without  unanimous  consent ; 
and  this  rule  shall  prevail  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

9.  All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  they  are  put  to  vote. 

10.  The  vote,  when  desired  by  five  members  of  different  Associations,  on 
any  proposition,  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  recorded.  In  such  cases, 
each  Association  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  which  shall  be  cast  by  a  majority 
of  its  delegates  present. 

11.  Pending  any  question  it  shall  always  be  in  order  to  move  that  the 
debate  close,  which  motion  shall  be  put  without  discussion,  in  this  form :  "  Shall 
the  question  be  now  put  ?" 

12.  The  Convention  may  at  any  time  suspend  the  rules  for  a  specified  object 
by  a  Vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 


hmdivip  0{  tbe  ^onreutiott. 


FIEST  DAY.— Wednesday,  July  14,  1869. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  International  Convention  of  the 
Young  Men  s  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  met  at  3  o'clock  P.M.,  Wednesday,  July  14, 
1869,  in  the  State  Street  Congregational  Church  at  Portland,  Me,, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  II.  Thane  Miller  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
(President  of  the  last  Convention),  who  invoked  the  Divine 
Presenca 

J.  R  Sypher,  of  Phihidelphia,  Pa.,  was  chosen  temporary  Sec- 
retary.    The  hymn — 

*'  And  are  we  yet  alive  ?  '* 

was  sung,  followed  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  CD.,  of 
New-York. 

Appropriate  selections  from  the  Scriptures,  read  by  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Gordon,  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  and  Rev.  J.  IfcG 
Holmes,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  singing  of  the  hymn — 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name," 

and  prayer  by  Rev.  Lewis  R  Fiske,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  con- 
stituted the  opening  servicer  Preliminary  to  business,  the  Con- 
vention engaged  for  a  few  moments  in  silent  prayer. 

Mr.  Miller,  the  presiding  officer,  addressed  the  Convention. 

After  declaring  his  fixed  purpose  not  to  be  a  candidate  for  ]  e- 
election  to  the  Presidency,  he  spoke  of  the  first  work  of  organized 
Associations  of  the  kind  here  represented,  in  Germany;  of  their 
successftil  labors  afterwards  in  London,  England  ;  of  their  begin- 
nings in  thb  country,  up  to  the  time  of  holding  the  Eleventh  In- 
ternational Convention.  He  said  that  when  the  meeting  held  in 
Montreal  showed  that  the  entire  membership  of  the  year  before 
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(16,000)  had  been  doubled,  and  that  when  afterwards  70,000,  and 
this  year  90,000  was  reported  as  the  membership  of  these  organiza- 
tions ;  when  year  after  year  many  conversions  were  reported,  and 
numerous  new  Associations  were  forming ;  when  it  was  known 
to  him  that  during  the  past  year  3,450  new  conversions  were  attri- 
butable, under  God,  to  the  work  of  these  bands  of  Christian 
young  men ;  when  it  was  known  that  the  Associations  now  held 
property  to  the  value  of  $1,400,000,  he  felt  it  in  his  own  heart  to 
say,  "  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  for  which  we  are 
very  glad.*'  They  were  met  to  discover  caused  of  defeats ;  to 
learn  the  means  which  God  has  blessed  ;  to  prepare  for  the  multi- 
plication of  victories  in  the  future.  The  Greeks  anciently  assem- 
bled to  learn  the  will  of  their  kings.  We  assemble  that  we  may 
learn  the  will  of  the  King  of  kings,  so  that  we  may  be  prepared  to 
proclaim  that  will  with  bold  hearts  and  voices.  Not  all  had  been 
done  that  should  have  been.  He  thought  there  had  been,  in 
some  cases,  too  much  "  elbow  help,"  too  much  leaning  upon  one 
another.  They  must  realize  their  personal,  individual  responsi- 
bility. He  thought  that  want  of  experience  had  sometimes  led  to 
indiscretions.  He  believed  that  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  pastors  had  often  led  to  disastrous  consequences.  Our  dis- 
cussions will  do  good.  "We  shall  succeed.  Action  brings  its 
own  reward.  Almighty  God  has  promised  He  will  be  with  us. 
Many  have  already  been  saved.  Many  have  been  fed  and  clothed. 
Sons  have  been  returned  to  fathers  and  mothers,  whose  steps  they 
were  bringing  with  sorrow  to  the  grava  Husbands  have  been  re- 
stored to  wives,  who  were  dying  of  a  broken  heart  Be  not  faint, 
but  persevere.  Eenewedly  buckle  on  the  whole  armor.  There 
are  7,000,000  young  men  in  our  land.  Only  250,000  are  Chris- 
tians. Go  forth  bravely.  So  work  that  when  you  come  to  lie 
down  in  old  age,  it  shall  not  be  in  gathering  darkness,  but  in  a 
spot  where  there  are  emerald  isles  and  the  bloom  of  spring.  Not  as 
one  who  feels  his  work  unfinished,  but  like  a  brother*  who  recently 
went  as  the  first  delegate  from  our  Association  at  Detroit  to  the 
spirit  land,  saying,  "  my  head  reels,  I  must  stop ;"  and  you  shall 
hear  the  plaudit,  "  Well  done  good  and  faithful  servants ;  enter  ye 
into  the  joy  of  your  Lord." 

•  Rev.  Dr.  Dufiield 
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The  President  closed  his  speech  with  prayer,  the  Convention 
joining  him  in  the  repetition  of  the  Lord^s  Prayer. 

On  motion  of  W.  J.  Carlton,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  a  Committee 
on  Credentials  was  appointed,  and  the  following  persons  named 
by  the  President  as  its  members:  W.  J.  Carlton,  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. ;  Geo.  K  Berteaux,  St  Johns,  N.  B. ;  Lewis  A.  Hyde,  Nor- 
wich, Conn. ;  W.  H.  Fisher,  Utica,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  H.  G.  0.  Caiy, 
Zanesville,  O. ;  J.  N.  Seely,  Clinton,  Iowa ;  G.  H.  Grant,  Richmond, 
Ind. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Glass,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  the  Rules  of  the 
last  Convention  were  adopted  for  the  government  of  this. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  G  Crowell,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  a  committee 
of  one  from  each  State  and  Province,  on  permanent  organization, 
was  appointed.  It  consisted  of  Wm.  G.  Crowell,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;  John  Ransom,  Colchester,  Conn. ;  H.  K  Chamberlain,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  ;  Sheriff  Thomas,  Hamilton,  Ontario ;  J.  Redpath 
Dougall,  Montreal,  Quebec ;  K  E.  Sleigh,  Washington,  D.  C.  ; 
Wm.  A.  Willis,  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  Rev.  J.  D.  Brandt,  Indiana- 
polls,  Ind. ;  Bu  H.  Ricker,  Portland,  Me. ;  S.  K  Parlin,  Boston, 
Mass. ;  D.  W.  Glass,  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  W.  J.  Crosby,  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Mich. ;  D.  L.  Moody,  Chicago,  111. ;  A.  L.  Proctor,  St  Louis, 
Mo. ;  John  S.  Rand,  Portsmouth,  N.  11.  ;  David  C.  English,  M. 
D.,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ;  Robert  Weidensall,  Omaha ;  W.  W. 
Randolph,  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia;  J.  E.  Irwins,  St  Johns,  N.  B. ; 
Alfred  Wickes,  Brooklyn,  K  Y.  ;  E.  L.  Taylor,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
R.  A  Sprague,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  Island ;  Edward  S.  Babbitt, 
Bristol,  R  I. ;  M.  Warner,  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  C.  L.  Ramsden, 
Shoreham,  Vt ;  Henry  J.  Cowles,  MaSison,  Wis. ;  W.  H.  Irwin, 
Wheeling,  West  Va 

The  following  temporary  Business  Committee  was  also  nomi- 
nated :  John  L  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  Thomas  K.  Cree,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. ;  Rev.  R.  H.  Williams,  Frederick,  Md. ;  F.  D.  Taylor, 
Detroit,  Mich. :  Rev.  H.  M.  Stevens,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  ;  H.  S.  Davis, 
Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Daniel  Wilson,  LL.D.,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

On  motion  of  Andrew  J.  Chase,  President  of  the  Portland 
Association,  Wm.  H  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  was  requested  to  lead 
the  public  singing  of  the  Convention. 

Pending  the  reports  of  the  various  committees,  the  Convention 
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.^ing"A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have,"  and  engaged  in  devotional 
services. 

Rev.  J.  McC.  Holmes,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  in  behalf  of  the 
Christian  ladies  of  that  place,  presented  to  the  Convention  a  beau- 
tiful white  silken  banner,  bearing  the  motto  "  Jesus  in  eveiy- 
thing  and  everything  in  Jesus."  It  was  accepted  in  behalf  of  the 
Convention  by  President  Miller,  and  its  sentiment  adopted  as  the 
future  watchword  of  every  member. 

Franklin  Lyon,  of  Albany,  N".  Y.,  offered  the  following  .resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  tlianks  of  this  Convention  are  hereby  extended  to  the  • 
ladies,  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  City  of  Hud- 
son, N.  Y.,  for  their  very  kind  regard  and  remembrance  of  this  body,  in  sending 
tliis  l)eautiful  banner  for  our  use  during  this  session  ;  and  may  the  words  so 
beautifuUy  inscribed  upon  it,  be  the  expression  of  our  hearts. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Franklin  Lyon,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  Cliristian  salutations  and  greetings  of  the  National  Camp 
Meeting  (in  session  at  Round  Lake,  N.  Y.,)  were  conveyed  to  the 
Convention  by  the  following  despatch : 

Round  Lake,  N.  Y.,  July  14. 1869. 
To  the  President  of  the  International  Convention  of  Young  Men's  ChriHian 
Associations,  Portland,  Me. : 
Fraternal  greetings  of  the  National  Camp  Meeting  to  the  International  Con- 
vention of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  "  Grace,  mercy  and  peace,  from 
God,  our  Father,  and  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  Let  "  holiness  to  the  Lord,"  be 
the  motto  upon  our  common  Christian  banner.  Thousands  of  believers  here  are 
praying  for  you  to-day  in  the  language  of  Paul ;  see  Ephesians,  third  chapter, 
from  fourteenth  to  twenty-first  versea 

J.  S.  Inskip, 
(Signed)  George  Hughes, 

Alfred  Cookman. 

This  despatch,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Colored  Y.  M.  C. 
A.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  a  telegram  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  were  referred  to  the  Business  Committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  reply. 

On  motion  of  George  E.  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  a  committee 
on  Open  Air  Meetings  was  appointed  and  the  following  dele- 
gates named  to  compose  it:  Geo.  E.  Lovejoy,  Lowell,  Mass.; 
N.   D.  Curtis,   Portland,  Me.  ;   E.  A.  Whittier,  Lowell,  Mass.  ; 
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Wm..  F.   Lee,  New-York ;  Geo.  A.  Hall,  Washington,  D.   C.  ; 
J.  (t.  Joslin,  Keene,  N.  H.  ;  E.  R  Vose,  Westerly,  E.  L 

On  motion  of  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  the 
members  of  the  press  present,  were  constituted  honorary  and 
Corresponding  Members  of  the  Convention,  which  motion  was 
amended,  at  the  suggestion  of  IT.  C.  Pollock,  of  Philadelpliia,  to 
include  the  clergjTnen  of  Portland,  and  all  other  clergymen  in  at- 
tendance not  delegates. 

The  members  of  the  Lecture  Bui'eau,  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  Corresponding  Members  of  that  Committee,  were  con- 
stituted delegates  to  the  Convention,  on  motion  of  R  R  Mc- ' 
Bumey,  of*  New- York  City. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization, 
(W.  G.  Crowell,  of  Philadelphia),  reported  the  following  list  of 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

FOR   PRESIDENT. 

Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  Xew-York  City. 

FOR  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

John  S.  Maclean,  Halifax. 

Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fiske,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ' 

John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Daniel  Wilson,  LL.  D.,  Toronto. 

H.  D.  Hyde,  Boston,  Mass. 

C.  N.  Todd,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

H.  L.  Chamberlain,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Arthur  Little,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

J.  G.  Parkhtjrbt,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Julius  E.  Grammar,  D.D.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

SECRETARIES. 

J.  R.  Sypher,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
H.  H.  Burgess,  Portland,  Me.* 
J.  R.  DouGALL,  Montreal. 

W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  arose  to  propose  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  name  of  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  0.,  for  his 
own,  in  the  Committee's  report,  but  was  relieved  of  all  further 


•Mr.  BurgesB  being  unable  to  serve,  Mr.  R.  H.  Hinckley,  Jr.,  of  PbiUdelphia.  was  sub 
aeqnently  snbstitnted  as  one  of  tbe  Secretaries. 
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expression  in  this  direction  by  an  unanimous  election  to  the 
Presidency,  which  a  sense  of  duty  obliged  him  to  accept  The 
remainder  of  the  nominees  for  office,  were  subsequently  elected, 
and  the  organization  was  complete,  when  Messrs.  Pond,  of  Boston, 
and  Weidensall,  of  Omaha,  having  been  appointed  a  special  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  conducted  the  newly  chosen  President 
to  the  chair. 

President  Dodge  addressed  the  Convention  briefly  and  earnestly. 

Prayer  by  the  retiring  President  followed. 

The  Business  Committee  made  the  following  preliminary  re- 
port: 

That  this  Convention  now  adjourn  this  afternoon's  session,  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock,  in  order  that  the  delegates  have  opx)ortunity  to  attend  the 
Welcome  Meeting  at  the  City  Hall,  to-night. 

That  a  prayer-meeting  be  held  in  the  Chestnut  Street  M.  E.  Church  to- 
morrow morning  from  6  to  7  o'clock,  to  be  led  by  D.  L  Moody,  of  Chicago,  111. 
and  that  a  prayer-meeting  be  held  in  this  house,  from  Si  to  9  o'clock,  same 
morning,  to  be  led  by  B.  F.  Rouse,  Cleveland,  O. 

That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  be  made  the  first  regular  busi- 
ness of  to  morrow  morning's  session,  to  be  followed  by  discussion  of  the  sixth 
topic,  suggested  by  the  Executive  Committee,  viz. :  "  Personal  consecration  to 
Christ,  essential  to  real  success  in  Associational  work  in  its  grandest  phase,  the 
conversion  of  young  men."  The  discussion  to  be  opened  by  Alfred  Wickes,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  time  ten  minutes,  and  subsequent  speakers  to  be  limited  to 
five  minutes  each. 

That  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  President  of  this  Convention,  Ex-Gov.  Pollock,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Ohio,  be  delegated  to  respond  to  the 
addresses  of  welcome  this  evening. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  this  report,  the  Conven- 
tion here  adjourned  till  Thursday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

THE  WELCOME   MEETING 

on  the  evening  of  July  14,  at  the  City  Hall,  was  a  memorable 
occasion.  An  audience  of  at  least  three  thousand  was  present,  fill- 
ing the  commodious  audience  room  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Over 
the  platform  the  American  and  English  flags  were  intertwrned  as 
a  back-ground  to  the  word  "  Welcome."  An  original  hymn 
"Welcome,  Day  of  Solemn  Meeting,"  was  sung,  after  which 
prayer  was  oflfcrcd  by  the  Rev.  S.  R  Bailey  of  the  Chestnut 
Street  M.  E.  Church.  Hon.  Woodbury  Davis,  Postmaster  of 
Portland,  had  been  selected  as  Chairman  of  the  evening,  and  in  a 
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few  remarks  of  kindly  greeting,  introduced  the  Hon.  Wm.  L. 
Putnam,  Mayor  of  Portland,  who  remarked,  that  he  very  cheer- 
fully appeared  to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  to  all  the 
delegates.  It  was  a  more  than  ordinary  pleasure,  from  the  fact 
that  the  many  strange  faces  before  him,  from  other  cities  and 
lands,  wore  the  expression  of  one  common  purpose — the  good  of 
humanity.  He  welcomed  them  as  Christian  young  men;  and, 
although  not  one  of  their  number,  as  registered  on  their  rolls  of 
membership,  he  desired  to  assure  them  of  his  full  sympathy  with 
their  every  plan  and  endeavor  calculated  to  advance  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  pure  religion.  When  men  step  out  of  their  creeds 
into  one  harmony  of  thought  and  feeling,  desirous  of  doing  their 
fellow-man  a  beneficial  service,  he  believed  that  all  true-hearted 
men  could  cordially  take  them  by  the  hand  and  bid  them  God- 
speed in  their  mission.  Portland  opens  her  dooi-s  widely  and 
heartily.  We  ask  you  to  feel  at  home  ;  visit  our  places  of  indus- 
try and  interest,  and  we  shall  feel  amply  commensurated  for 
all  in  that  influence  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  God 
which  such  a  Convention  always  exerts  upon  a  community. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Carruthers,  D.D.,  in  behalf  of  the  churches  of  Port- 
land, next  addressed  the  Convention,  in  a  similar  cordial  greeting. 
He  said  : 

We  meet  together,  not  as  monarchists,  unless,  to  avow  aUegiance  to  the  King 
of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,  and  rejoice  in  the  liberty  enjoyed  by  all  God's 
children.  We  welcome  you  as  representatives  of  churches,  differing  somewhat, 
it  may  be,  but  all  built  on  the  same  comer  stone — Christ  Jesus.  We  exult  in 
that  progress  and  charity  which  ri'cognizes  unity  under  God  ;  a  union  unaffected 
by  mere  matters  of  creed.  We  have  witnessed  the  amalgamation  almost  of 
branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  who  desire  to  unite  in  one  common  labor 
of  saving  souls.  We  rejoice  in  truth,  having  no  sympathy  with  what  Bunyan 
calls  prejudice.  We  call  it  bigotry.  As  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
you  cannot  supplant,  but  may  supplement,  the  ministry  ;  and  the  fact  that  there 
are  millions  in  this  country,  to  whom  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel  never 
extend,  ought  to  incite  you  all  to  brave  action  for  God.  To-day  you  are  calling 
these  masses  to  come  and  hear  of  Jesus.  May  God's  blessing  rest  upon  every 
endeavor  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  I  know  not  what  would 
become  of  our  churches  without  this  great  power  in  our  midst.  Show  me  a 
church  not  giving  you  a  generous  support  and  I  will  show  you  a  church  that 
must  die. 

The  audience  then  united  in  singing  "  Soldiers  in  the  ranks  of 
Jesus.'* 
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EK-Governor  Pollock  of  Pennsylvania  was  first  to  respond  on 
behalf  of  the  delegates  to  the  kind  welcome  which  had  been 
awarded  them.     He  said  : 

Tho  duty  devolves  upon  me  to  respond  in-  behalf  of  the  young  Christian 
men,  delegates  to  the  Ck)nvention  here,  and  I  do  it  cheerfully,  though  if  I  were 
to  speak  the  plain  truth,  I  feel  that  others  here,  of  age  and  experience,  up  to  the 
rushing  present,  might  better  ixjrform  my  part.  I  thank  the  Mayor  for  his 
address.  He  has  made  us  feel  at  home  and  welcomed  us  as  a  power  for  good, 
representing  no  sect,  but  the  rock  on  which  all  truth  is  built — the  Bible.  With- 
out that  we  would  have  no  country,  no  flag,  and  manhood  would  be  a  farce. 
The  welcome  in  behalf  of  tho  churches  I  believe  to  be  full  and  heartfelt,  and 
well  may  the  churches  give  us  the  fraternal  hand.  Our  work  is  one,  though  in 
different  channels,  and  our  single  purpose  the  glory  of  God. 

Prof.  Daniel  Wilson  of  Toronto  was  next  called  upon,  and 
very  happily  responded.  He  had  felt  some  embarrassment  on 
rising  (he  remarked),  but  found  it  all  relieved  by  noticing  the 
blended  Stars  and  Stripes  with  the  British  Jaclc  In  behalf  of 
the  British  Dominions  he  could  only  express  his  thanks  for  so 
cordial  a  reception,  and  his  soul  was  feasted  in  seeing  the  young 
men  of  the  Continent  assembled,  one  in  Christ,  to  lay  out  work 
for  their  Master. 

Major-Gen.  0.  0.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  next 
speaker,  being  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation and  a  native  of  Maine,  scarcely  knew  whether  to  give  or 
receive  a  welcome.  He  was  happy  to  do  both,  and  referred  to  the 
special  mission  of  Y.  M.  C.  organizations  among  the  students  of 
our  colleges,  closing  with  a  touching  reference  to  the  death  of  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Duffield,  during  the  last  Convention  at  Detroit 

Major-Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fiske,  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  hardly  thought 
that  the  Convention  cared  much  for  any  words  from  him.  "  But," 
said  he,  "  I  bring  you  greeting  from  beyond  the  Mississippi,where 
we  are  doing  a  great  work.  Since  the  war  our  Association  has 
regained  its  original  strength.  I  am  glad  to  meet  these  delegates, 
my  old  chief  (Gen.  Howard),  these  brethren  and  these  *Down 
Easters.'  Long  may  the  flags  united  above  us  wave  beneath  the 
banner  of  the  cross  of  Christ!  We  love  our  flag,  we  love  Canada 
much,  and  each  can  say,  *'  God  bless  our  native  land."  But  above 
all  lies  the  blood-stained  baAuer  of  Jesus,  under  which  we  are 
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ser\-hig ;  and,  for  one,  I  delight  to  be  under  the  leadership  of 
EmanueL    Let  us  follow  Him  !    Be  aggressive  soldiers  of  Christ  !*^ 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  made  the  closing  address,  which 
was  characterized  by  mingle<l  humor,  pathos,  and  religious  exhor- 
tation. He  concluded  with  an  earnest  appeal  for  public  sympathy 
toward  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  after  which  the 
benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  O.  P.  Moulton  of  Port- 
land, and  the  meeting  adjourned  at  a  late  hour. 


SECOND  DAY— Thursday,  July  15,  1869. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  9  o'clock,  and  after  singing 
"The  Morning  Light  is  Breaking,"  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron,  of 
East  Weymouth,  Mass.,  read  a  selection  of  Scripture,  followed 
in  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  "  My 
Faith  Looks  up  to  Thee,"  was  then  sung,  and  the  President  de- 
clared the  Convention  ready  for  businesa 

Robert  H.Hinckley,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  elected  Secre- 
tary, in  place  of  H.  U.  Burgess,  of  Portland,  Me. 

Several  resolutions  were  presented  and  referred  by  rule,  with- 
out reading  or  discussion,  to  the  Committee  on  Business. 

The  President  announced,  as  a  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
Moses  W.  Pond,  Boston,  Mass.  ;  E.  L.  Taylor,  Columbus,  O., 
Alfred  Wickes,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 

Also,  as  a  permanent  Committee  on  Business,  J.  L  Piatt, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  D.  L.  Moody,  Chicago,  111.  ;  J.  M.  Buckley, 
Stamford,  Conn. ;  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Thomas  K. 
Cree,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  George  E.  Davis,  Burlington,  Vt  ;  F.  D. 
Taylor,  Detroit,  Mich. 

A  communication  from  the  Baltimore  Central  Y.  M.  C.  Associ- 
ation, was  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  and  tlie  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  read  by  its  Chairman,  Cephas  Brainerd,  of 
New- York  City.     (Sec  Appendix.) 

On  reference  to  his  work,  on  the  line  of  the  Pacific  Railroad, 
Robert  Weidensall,  of  Omaha,  Agent  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, gave  a  brief  statement  of  his  labors,  by  request  of  the  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Executive  Committee.      (See  Eeport   in    fuU    in 
Appendix.) 

At  the  conclusion  of  Bro.  WeidensalVs  remarks,  the  hymn 
"Blow  ye  the  Trumpet,  Blow,"  was  sung,  after  which  the  reading 
of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  resumed  and 
finished. 

On  motion  of  H.  Thane  Miller,  this  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  thanks  of  the  Convention  extended  to  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  "  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  they  have  discharged  their  arduous  duties  during  the  past 
year." 

The  Convention  arose  and  sang  "  Praise  God  from  Whom  all 
Blessings  Flow,"  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Major-General  0.  0. 
Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  motion  of  Edward  S.  Bartlett,  of  Bristol,  R  L,  the  report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  was  referred  to  a  special  committer 
The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  such  committee : 

n.  Thane  Miller,  Cincinnati,  0. ;  H.  H.  Judson,  Mishawaka,  Tnd. ; 
M.  S.  Crosby,  Grand  Eapids,  Mich. ;  Edgar  A.  Hutcliins,  East 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  R  II.  Williams,  Frederick,  Md.  ;  David 
Bentley,  Montreal,  Canada ;  J.  D.  Blake,  Rochester,  Minn. 

The  following  Committee  on  Devotional  Services,  was  also 
announced :  Benjamin  F.  Rouse,  Cleveland,  0. ;  John  H.  Wor- 
cester, Burlington,  Vt  ;  A.  J.  Chase,  Portland,  Me.  ;  G.  L.  Joy, 
St  Louis,  Mo.  ;  Rev.  G.  M.  Boynton,  Guilford,  Conn. ;  Rev.  W.  M. 
Martin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  Indianapolis,  lui 

The  Committee  on  Associations  was  announced  as  follows: 
J.  H.  Cheever,  Cincinnati,  O.  ;  Rev.  E.  Mix,  Orange,  N.  J. ;  Rob- 
ert Weidensall,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Thomas  H.  Rabe,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. ;  D.  Bentley,  Montreal,  Canada ;  James  Crawford,  Baltimore, 
Md. ;  Wm.  H.  Irwin,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia. 

M.  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  England,  and  representative  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  that  city  and  of  Great 
Britain,  was  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform  during  all  sessions 
of  the  Convention. 
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The  Convention  then  took  up  the  discussion  of  the  topic — 
"  Personal  Consecration  to  Christ  essential  to  real  success  in  Asso- 
ciational  work  in  its  grandest  phase — the  conversion  of  young 
men." 

Mr.  Wickes,  in  opening  the  discussion  of  the  topic  (Personal 
Consecration  to  Christ,  &c.),  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  written  in 
letters  of  gold  over  the  seats  in  our  places  of  convocation.  The 
topic  could  not  elicit  debate,  as  all  discussion  would  be  to  give  it 
emphasis,  and  nothing  could  be  more  urged  upon  us.  Consecra- 
tion to  Christ  should  be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all. 

Charles  D.  Tucker,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  thought  we  could  not 
be  consecrated  to  Christ  so  long  as  we  are  allied  to  any  evil  habit 
He  could  not  believe  in  approaching  a  stranger  on  the  subject  of 
religion,  while  holding  a  quid  of  tobacco  in  his  mouth. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Benjamin,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  regarded  consecra- 
tion to  Christ  as  a  state  of  utmost  activity  in  His  vineyard,  and 
narrated  several  incidents  illustrative  of  this  point 

S.  W.  Stebbins,  of  New-York,  gave  his  idea  of  consecration, 
citing  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  during  the  late  war.  We 
must  give  up  all  to  Christ  in  order  to  work  effectually,  and  we 
can  then  meet  and  organize  chances  to  labor  anywhere. 

L.  P.  Rowland,  of  Boston,  next  spoke.  The  greatest  hindrance 
to  perfect  consecration  to  Christ  is  the  inconsistency  of  other  pro- 
fessed Christians.  But  we  must  explicitly  obey  the  command : 
**  Whalsoever  He  saith  unto  you,  that  do."  Full  work  is  absolute 
consecration,  for  while  the  heart  is  working  to  its  utmost  tension 
for'Christ,  it  must  necessarily  have  a  great  share  of  His  power  and 
love. 

The  time  allotted  to  the  discussion  having  expired,  H.  Thane 
Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  presented  to  the  Convention  a  curiously 
wrought  card,  (the  work  of  a  British  soldier,  wounded  at  Luck- 
now,)  from  Judge  Young,  of  Halifax,  bearing  the  device,  ^''Distinct 
as  i/ie  billows^  but  one  as  the  sea^ 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  order  of  business  for  the 
afternoon  session,  and,  after  singing  the  hymn,  **  Must  Jesus  Bear 
the  Cross  Alone,"  and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Howard  Crosby, 
D.D.,  of  New- York,  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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THUESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.  D.,  conducted  the  devotional  service? 
of  the  prayer-meeting  previous  to  the  afternoon  session. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  3  P.  M.  by  the  President, 
A  portion  of  the  Scriptures,  Colossians  iii.,  was  read  by  Rev.  George 
A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  S.  B. 
Barnitz,  of  Wheeling,  West  Va.  Resolutions,  on  various  subjects, 
were  offered  by  the  following  named  delegates :  Messrs.  Glass,  of 
Baltimore,  Md. ;  Howard,  of  Washington ;  Stetson,  of  Roxbury, 
Mass. ;  Chamberlain,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Stebbins,  of  New- 
York  ;  Goding,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ;  Tyrrell,  of  East  Windsor, 
Conn. ;  Gleason,  of  Holden,  Mass.  ;  Sleigh,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
Norton,  of  Williamsburg,  and  Blake,  of  Rochester,  Minn. 

The  resolutions  were  referred,  in  accordance  with  the  rule. 

General  Fiske,  of  St  Louis,  read  a  dispatch  from  George  H. 
Stuart,  at  Germantown,  Pa.,  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present, 
and  invoking  God's  blessing  upon  the  Convention. 

A  dispatch  from  Lowell,  Mass.,  was  announced,  counselling 
Christian  fidelity  and  brotherly  lova 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Colored  Y.  M.  C.  Association  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  which  was  referred  to  the  Business  Com- 
mittee for  a  response,  as  was  also  the  dispatch  from  Mr.  Stuart 

The  greetings  of  a  German  Y.  M.  C.  Association  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  were  received,  and  a  letter  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
ciation of  West  Baltimore,  Md. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Portland,  President  of  the  Y.  M  C.  Association 
in  that  city,  and  in  their  behalf,  gave  an  invitation  to  the  Conven- 
tion to  make  an  excursion  down  the  harbor,  on  Friday  forenoon, 
leaving  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  State  street,  at  1 1  o'clock,  and  re- 
turning at  1.     The  invitation  was  received  with  applausa 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Crosby,  of  New -York,  the  invitation 
was  accepted,  with  thanks. 

Mr.  Parkhurst,  of  Providence,  R  L,  announced  the  death  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Swayne,  of  Providence,  which  took  place  as  this  Con- 
vention was  assembling  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 


81 

The  sympathy  of  the  Convention  was  with  much  feeling  ex- 
pressed for  the  bereaved  church,  the  Association  in  which  ho 
took  so  deep  an  interest,  and  the  motherless  and  now  fatherless 
children. 

Remarks  were  made  by  IL  Thane  Miller,  of  Ohio,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  President,  Mr.  Miller  led  the  Convention  in  prayer 
for  the  Church  and  family  of  our  deceased  brother. 

The  Convention  expressed,  also,  their  sympathy  with  Mr.  P.  B. 
Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  who,  on  his  way  to  this  Convention,  was 
called  home  by  the  death  of  his  child. 

Mr.  Pond,  of  Boston,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted : 

Rtsdvedy  That  the  Executive  Committeo  bo  instructed  to  have  a  history  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A^ociation,  and  the  religious  societies  of  young  men,  wliich  preceded 
the  organization  of  the  London  Association,  prepared  and  published  under  their 
supervision. 

After  a  preamble,— 

Revolted,  Tliat  we  consider  it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  members  of  aU  Youngf 
Men's  Christian  Associations  calling  themselves  Chrirtians,  to  hold  their  duties 
and  obligations,  to  their  respective  churches,  and  to  the  services  of  the  same, 
OS  having  a  prior  claim  upon  their  sympathy  and  efforts. 

Bescitedy  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  Saviour  among  young 
men  which  they  have  asaimied,  they  should  heartily  and  zealously  co-operate 
with  the  divinely  appointed  ministry,  and  with  all  Evangelical  bodies  of 
Christians. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  the  evening  of  the  day  of 
organization  of  future  conferences  be  devoted  to  a  social  gathering  of  the  dele- 
gations and  that  the  Association  entertaining  the  Convention  be  requested  to 
arrange  for  the  same. 

The  President  remarked  that  it  was  all-important  that  we 
should  enter  upon  all  our  discussions  in  a  prayei*ful  spirit,  and 
at  his  request  Mr.  Doane  sang  the  solo,  "  We  are  Waiting  by  the 
River,"  accompanied  by  the  cabinet  organ,  and  the  Convention 
joined  in  the  chorus. 

The  first  topic  proposed  by  the  Committee,  viz. :  "  The  need  of 
buildings  constructed  for  and  owned  by  the  Associations,  and  the 
plans  for  the  accumulation  of  building  funds,"  was  introduced  by 
J.  R  Sypher,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  who  opened  the  debate  by 
assuming  the  necessity  of  buildings  for  our  special  use,  and  pro- 
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ceeded  to  suggest  the  ways  and  means.  Many  of  the  members  of 
our  Associations  are  poor  young  men,  preparing  for  the  ministry. 
These  might  be  vested  with  the  power  of  collecting  funds,  as  a 
matter  of  charity,  but  not  as  a  matter  of  good  judgment  A  man 
good  in  prayer-meeting  is  not  always  a  successful  financier,  and 
this  position  he  illustrated  with  citations  of  examples. 

Eobert  R  Remington,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  could  not  agree 
with  Bro.  Sypher^s  conclusion.  He  believed  a  good  Christian  to 
be  safe  as  a  financier.  (Here  Bro.  Sypher  arose,  and  explained 
that  he  would  have  our  financiers — good  Christian  men,  of  course, 
but  men  of  business  tact  and  experience.)  Mr.  Remington  re- 
sumed by  saying,  that  any  young  man  applying  for  funds  for 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  purposes,  needs  only  to  be  indorsed  by  a  consistent 
godly  life  to  prevail. 

A.  S.  Pratt,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  exhibited  a  photograph  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  in  that  city,  and  remarked  that  the 
funds  to  build  it  were  raised  by  hard  work.  They  had  some 
*'big  licks"  of  $5,000  and  $10,000.  Hard-working  young  men 
paid  one  dollar  apiece,  and  much  was  due  to  the  labors  of  Gen. 
Howard. 

D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  told  how  the  building  for  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  that  city  was  built  It  was  found  necessary  to 
have  a  board  of  trustees,  and  they  were  raised  from  substantial 
business  men.  In  this  way  $75,000  were  raised.  The  trustees 
felt  that  they  should  have  an  interest  in  the  property,  and  thus 
the  people  had  confidence  in  them.  The  building  was  erected, 
burnt,  and  re-built  A  building  could  be  built  in  six  months  in 
any  of  the  more  thrifty  towns  of  the  country ;  and  this  should 
be  done,  rather  than  raise  endowment  funds.  The  surest  way  to 
kill  a  church  is  to  endow  it  with  $100,000.  He  was  a  young  man, 
and  expected  to  live  to  see  a  building  for  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  every 
town  of  considerable  size  in  the  country. 

C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  spoke  of  the  erection  of  a 
building  there.  The  brethren  met  for  special  prayer.  They 
drew  up  a  paper,  pledging  a  certain  amount  for  the  work,  pay- 
able before  the  expiration  of  four  years.  They  appointed  a 
building  committee,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  pledged  $100 
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apiece.     The  ladies,  meantime,  had  been  at  work,  and,  among 
the  rich  men  of  the  town,  raised  $15,000. 

H.  li.  Chamberlain,  of  San  Francisco,  believed  faith  to  be  of 
more  importance  than  fands,  and  stated  that  this  was  the  basis  of 
their  success  at  his  home,  in  raising  $115,000  for  a  building  there. 
Nine  years  ago  our  ladies  held  a  festival  to  start  the  building 
funds ;  and  now  we  have  the  building. 

WnL  K  Dodge,  Jr.,  the  President  of  the  Convention,  by  re- 
quest, made  a  few  statements  relative  to  the  building  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  New- York  City.    He  said : 

We  first  intended  to  pat  up  a  plain  building,  bnt  Proyidence  has  directed  us 
to  a  different  plan.  We  mean  to  erect  a  roomy  and  attractive  home  for  all 
young  men.  We  have  raised  over  $300,000  by  donations,  and  the  building  will 
probably  coet,  complete,  half  a  million  doUars.  Of  this,  $50,000  more  are  pro- 
vided for,  and  we  calculate  to  pay  off  the  balance  in  three  years.  Our  building 
is  of  five  stories,  with  a  firontage  of  175  feet,  and  average  depth  of  90  feet.  It 
will  contain  a  general  and  biblical  library  room,  reading  room  and  hall,  gymna- 
uum,  a  music  room — ^in  fact,  every  convenience  to  exert  a  warm  Christian  influ- 
^ce.  Some  of  our  friends  think  we  are  extravagant,  but  they  are  mostly  the 
ones  who  do  not  give  anything.  The  upper  story  of  the  building  we  purpose 
to  let  for  studios ;  and  the  rent  of  these,  combined  with  that  of  the  stores  un- 
derneath, and  lecture  hall,  when  not  in  use,  will  cover  our  running  expenses. 
It  is  located  on  the  comer  of  Twenty-third  street  and  Fourtli  avenue. 

Two  questions  relative  to  the  topic  were  here  asked  by  Henrj^ 
D.  Hyde,  of  Boston:  and  Messrs.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  El.,  and 
A.  S.  Pratt,  of  Washington,  D.  G,  were  invited  to  reply. 

Ist.  Does  the  stock  principle,  in  building,  commend  itself? 

Anmoer — ^by  Mr.  Moody — "  It  was  predicted  by  aU  in  Chicago  that  the  stock 
principle  would  fail ;  but  experience  has  shown  otherwise.  When  our  building 
burned  we  had  $100,000  insurance  on  it,  and  found  the  task  of  erecting  a  new 
one  much  easier  than  anticipated.'* 

2d.  Does  the  system  of  having  oofibe  and  refreshment  rooms,  in  connection 
with  our  buildings,  pay  t 

A7iswer—-hy  Mr.  Pratt — "  At  Washlngton,we  have  no  coffee  rooms  yet.  Think 
it  would  be  a  capital  idea  to  have  a  refreshment  room,  provided  it  was  weU 
managed,  and  at  moderate  rates." 

The  discussion  here  closed  with  prayer  by  Sheriff  Thomas 
of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  and  the  Convention  sang  "  Work,  for  the 
Night  is  Coming."  The  special  topic,  "  Is  it  expedient  to  open 
the  rooms  of  our  Associations  on  the  Sabbath  ?"  was  then 
taken  up,  the  discussion  being  opened  by  Moses  W.  Pond,  of 
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Boston,  Masa,  who  said :  "If  this  question  were  asked  me  ol  our 
rooms  in  Boston,  I  should  most  emphatically  say  *  No !'  There 
are  too  many  eflforts  being  made  to  level  our  Christian  Sabbath 
to  the  common  week  day.  The  members  of  our  Association  are 
engaged  on  the  Sabbath  in  their  own  churches  and  Sunday- 
schools  ;  and  the  class  who  would  frequent  our  rooms,  if  open, 
would  be  mere  loungers  and  non-church-goers,  who  might  drop 
in  to  pass  an  hour  in  secular  reading  or  conversation.  I  know 
that  in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago,  the  rooms  are  kept  open,  and  if 
no  evil  has  come  from  the  experiment,  I  say  Well !  but  as  fer  as 
the  general  influence  of  such  action  would  be  felt,  I  am  opposed 
to  opening  our  rooms  on  the  Lord's  Day." 

Rev.  J.  W.  Buckley,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  believed  that  we  labor 
under  a  great  misapprehension  of  the  duty  of  a  Christian  in  the 
premises.  Are  we  to  preserve  our  respect  for  the  Sabbath  by 
doing  what  the  Bible  nowhere  commands  ?  Is  there  any  essen- 
tial evil  in  opening  our  rooms  on  the  Lord's  Day  ?  If  not,  why 
condemn  it?  To  be  sure,  church-goers  will  still  frequent  the 
house  of  God;  and  non-church-goers  are  just  the  ones  to  fre- 
quent our  rooms.  I  mistake  our  mission,  brethren,  if  those  are 
not  just  the  class  we  are  seeking  to  sava  Better  have  the  uncon- 
verted crowds  of  young  men  in  our  rooms,  reading  and  convers- 
ing on  the  Sabbath,  and  in  a  Christian  atmosphere  at  least,  than 
in  our  cars,  steamboats  and  parks,  in  the  service  of  sin.  Oppo- 
nents of  this  would  drive  us  to  a  Jewish  and  bigoted  observance 
of  the  Sabbath. 

O.  C.  Wight,  of  Washington,  C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  0. 
and  Henry  Storer,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  spoke  briefly  of  the 
Washington  and  Cleveland  Associations  holding  prayer-meetings, 
and  the  latter  a  Bible  Class  on  every  Sabbath. 

W.  R  Callender,  of  Boston  Highlands,  regarded  the  topic  as 
one  vital  to  every  Association.  He  was  in  fevor  of  opening  rooms 
for  prayer ;  but  even  then,  the  line  could  hardly  be  drawn  with 
safety.  He  could  not  think  of  opening  if  secular  work  or 
amusement  should  creep  in  and  provide  means  to  serve  the  devil. 
Would  not  our  young  men,  now  professors,  frequent  the  rooms 
for  the  sake  of  reading  the  profane  literature  of  the  day  ? 
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General  O.  O.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  had  but  one 
word  to  say.  In  Washington  there  are  20,000  young  men,  clerks 
in  Departments  and  the  like,  who  have  no  religious  homa  We 
open  our  rooms  on  the  Sabbath,  and  ask  them  in,  to  prayer  and 
praise.  They  understand  our  main  object  to  be  their  salvation, 
and  not  secular  work  or  enjoyment  The  influence  is  salutary, 
and  the  plan  commendabla 

Rev.  Greo.  F.  Stanton,  of  Fitchburgh,  Mass.,  thought  it  best  to 
close  the  rooms  on  the  Sabbath,  as  young  men  would  resort  to 
them  merely  to  idle  the  time  away.  Ask  young  men  to  your  own 
houses,  and  not  to  a  public  room,  if  you  wish  to  pray  with  them 
and  hold  religious  conversation.  This  action  carries  a  deeper 
meaning  to  the  young  stranger's  heart  It  means  hospitality  and 
warm-heartedness,  and  opens  an  easy  avenue  by  which  to  lead 
his  soul  to  Jesus. 

The  debate  was  here  suspended. 

The  Business  Committee  made  a  report  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  evening. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials,  W.  J.  Carlton,  Chairman,  re- 
ported that  six  hundred  and  ten  delegates  had  been  regularly 
accredited,  and  that  a  large  number  of  others  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Associations  were  also  present,  and  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion which  was  adopted,  by  which  all  members  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  including  the  members  of  the  Port- 
land Association,  in  excess  of  the  number  of  delegates  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  and  all  representatives  of  kindred  societies,  be 
enrolled  as  corresponding  and  honorary  members. 

LIST  OP  DELEGATES, 

BXKCUnVB  COMMTITSB. 

CEPHAS  BBAIKBBD,        |        WILUAK  F.  LEE,        |        JAMES  STOXBS,  Jb. 
CoRBBSPOiTDnia  Mbubbbs  of  thb  ExBcunvs  CoMcnrsB. 

Bev.  BOBERT  H.  WILLIAMS,  Frederick 


FRAUX  L.  DING  LEY,  Aabarn,  Me. 
C.  M.  WTMAN.  Kecne,  N.  H. 
O.  B.  DOUGLAS.  Brattleboro,  Vt 
L.  P.  BOWLAITD.  Jr..  Boeton,  Mass. 
EDWIN  B.  HOLDEN.  Providence.  B.  L 
JOHN  L  PL  ATT,  Poughkcepsle,  N.  T. 
WM.  J.  C  ABLTON,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
THOMAS  HABSHALL,  Philadelpbia,  P*. 


City,  Md. 
JOHN  H.  CHEEVER,  Cincinnati,  0. 
H.  H.  JUDSON.  Mishawaka,  Ind. 
SILAS  FABMEB,  Detroit,  Mioli. 
HBNBY  J.  COWLES,  Madison,  Wis. 
L.  E.  SLEIGH.  Wasbinffton,  D.  C. 
JAMES  FABQUHAB,  Halifkz,  N.  S. 


MEMBBB8  OF  THB  LBCTURB  BUBBAU. 

ALFBBD  WICEBS,  |        CHAS.  MTTMFOBD,  |        Bey.WM.M.  MABTIN. 
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CANADA. 

Montreal 
D.  BENTLEY. 
J.  RICHARDS, 
JAJdES  ROSS. 
A.  B.  8ATAGB, 
A.  DUFF, 

Rev.  J.  B.  CLARKSQK, 
J.  R.  DOUG  ALL. 

HamUUm. 
THOMAS  BALE, 
P.  L.  SPBNCBR, 
W,  E.  M.  J  AMES^ 

A.  L  Mckenzie. 

Odlt 
JAMBS  McRAB. 

Windtor. 
ALEX  BARTLETT. 

Toronto. 
J.  C.  HAMILTON, 
D.  WILSON,  LLJ>. 

KingiUm, 
WM.  BBN  J.  R0BBBT80N, 
WM.  SKINNER. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

HeUifeue, 
Rev.  G.  M.  GRANT, 
W.  J.  ARCHIBALD, 
JOHN  W.  WATT, 
JOHN  a  MACLEAN, 
A.K.DOULL. 

Pietou. 
HERBERT  BAYNB, 
W.  N.  RUDOLF. 

JOHN  J.  Mckenzie. 

Lyont  Brook. 
KENNETH  McKAY. 

If 910  GloMoro. 
ALFRED  FRASBR, 
A.  H.  PATTERSON. 
ROBERT  McCONNELL. 

Trwro. 
W.  C.  DELANEY. 

Windsor. 
Rev.  E.  ANN  AND, 
EDWARD  CURRY, 
J.  A.  SHAW. 

NB1¥  BRUNSWICK  . 

St.  John. 
Rev.  NEIL  McKAY. 
GEO.  E.  BERTEAUX. 
J.  E.  IRVINE. 

PR.  EDWARD'S  ISL. 

OharloUetown. 
R.  W.  SPRAGUE. 

RIAINIS. 

Mechanic  FoUm. 
J.  W.  PENNY, 
J.  MUSSEY, 
W.  JONES. 

Bray, 
Rev.  E.  BEAN, 
WM.  DOLLY, 
P.  SKILLINGS. 

PorUamd. 
ANDREW  J.  CHASE, 
JAMES  E  HAZSLTINX, 
H.  H.  BURGESS, 
N.D.CURTIS, 
T.  0.  LEWIS, 


JOHN  RUSSELL, 
H.  H.  RICKER. 


D.  W.  STOREB 
G.  FULLER, 
C. «.  PKARL. 
J.  E.  WALKER, 
Rev.  H.  A.  SHOREY. 

Buxton. 
JOSEPH  SMITH. 

OardvMr. 
ISAAC  S.  MITCHELL, 
B.  SMILEY, 
A.  BAKER. 

So/uihOhina. 
J.  W.  ESTES. 


Rev.  B.  T, 


FreeporL 
SANDB( 


BOKS. 


LevButon. 
J.  G.  DREW, 

A.  G.  CHICK, 
J.  S.  BARRILL, 

B.  P.  LOWELL. 

Jtkkmond. 
Hon.  B.  F.  TALLMAN. 

B.  D.  LAMSON. 

D.  W.  C.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Baeo, 
A.  C.  TUXBURY, 

E.  G.  DELANO. 
PAUL  CHADBOURNE, 
H.  P.  COBB. 

BaOi, 
BDW.  GOVE, 
J.  L.  DOUGLASS, 
A.  C.  PALMER. 

H.  P.  WOODS, 
HOWARD  OWEN. 

BidjMord. 
DANIEL  POND. 
CHARLES  E.  HUSSEY. 
CHARLES  W.  HILL. 

Winihrop. 
Rev.  E.  P.  BAKER, 

C.  M.  BAILEY, 
LEVI  JONES, 
HENRY  WOODWARD. 

SouAB^rvnek. 
JOHN  H.  PLUMMER. 

ALBERTCHiSir* 
ELISHA  NEWCOMB, 
W.  H.  TOTMAN. 

HdOowU. 
J.  E.  NYE, 

R.  A.  WENTWORTH, 
H.  A.  TOBEY. 

WaUrviXU. 
E.R.DRUMMOND, 
L.  T.  BOOTHBY. 

Brunswick. 
GEO.  MORRILL, 
J.  FURBISH, 
J.  P.  WEAMAN. 

FarmingUm, 
R  WOODBURY, 
L  WARREN  MERRILL. 

Avbum, 
A.  M.  JACKSON, 
A.  K.  P.  JORDAN, 
LADD  DAVIS. 


Porif  and  Korway, 
F.  E.  SHAW. 

NBW  HAMPSBIBB. 

Cfoneord, 
CHARLES  W.  MOORE. 
EDWARD  P.  PRESCOTT. 
STILLMAN  HUMPHREY. 

Keene. 

J.  G.  JOSLIN, 

GEO.  W.  McDUFFEB, 
J.  C.  DAY. 

PorttvMulh. 

ARTHUR  H.  TIBBETT8, 
JOHN  S.  RAND. 

MemchetUr. 
GEORGE  W.  ROGERS, 
H.  R.  PBTTEE, 
H.  P.  ADAMS, 
Rev.  R.  C.  DRESSER, 
T.  TYRIE. 

Oroat  Pattc. 
HENRY  VESEHOFF, 
CHARLES  P.  CARTER, 
Rev.  C.  U.  DUNNING. 

Farmington. 
EPHRAIM  W.  RICKER, 
LEWIS  C.  FERNALD, 
CHAS.  H.  CURTIS. 

Nathua. 
W.J.COOPER, 
GEO.  E.  WHEAT. 
T.  W.  H.  HUSSEY. 

Pembroke. 
B.  MERRILL. 

Dover. 
HENRY  C.  GOODWIN, 
Rev.  J.  M.  BREWSTER, 
E.  O.  FOSS. 

Exeter. 
RUFUS  LAMSON, 
DANIEL  O.  WALDRON. 
Rev.  JOHN  O.  BARROWS. 

New  Ipswich. 
JAMES  H.  WlLLOUGHBY. 

Littiston. 
Rev.  C.  E.  MILLIKEN, 

Salmon  FaUt. 
Rev.  S.  ROBIE, 
R.  F.  FERNALD. 

Gorham. 
SAMUEL  H.  WARREN, 
JOB  T.  SANFORD, 
I.  P.  IRISH. 

YERIIIONT. 

Burlington. 
JOHN  H.  WORCESTER,  Jr., 
GEO.  E.  DAVIS. 

Brandon. 
Rev.  FRANK'N  TUXBURY, 
EDGAR  J.  BLISS. 

Bratdeboro. 
JAMES  B.  SMILEY. 

Manoheeter. 
Rev.  LEWIS  A.  AUSTIN. 

Peacham. 
Rev.  P.  B.  F18KE. 

Rev.  ASA  F.  CLARK. 

Pitteford. 
Rev.  M.  A.  MUNSON, 
T.  D.  HALL. 
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8.  B.  ULiTCUlMB, 
J.  D.  COLE. 
N.CYB. 


CHAa  HUKSOK. 
Ber.  WIL  K.  BACON. 


l&pTbai 


FRANKLEBT  P.  BALL. 

GEO  MAY, 

CHAS.  H.  OABLAVD, 

JOHK  T.  CASSINa 

WaUrbttry. 
J.  J.  COLBY, 

C.  C.  DUDLB Y, 
H.MOFFBT. 

Weybridm. 
Ber.  L.  C.  PABTREDGX. 

ITorvrieh, 
F.L.  KINGSBURY. 

DutnmtTtton, 
L.6.CHASB. 

MAS8ACH1T8BTT8. 

HoUUn, 
JOSEPH  H.  6LBAS0N, 
ABCHXLAU8  PUTNAM, 
V.  M  STOWBLL. 

BoUiHan, 
A.F.EAMBS, 
H.  B.  WOODS, 
S.  L.  ALEXANDBB, 
J.C.CLABK. 

SouikDmrJIM. 
CHAS.  ARMS, 

D.  T.  SMITH. 

Bo»Um. 

BUSSELL  STUROIS,  Jr., 

a  a  MATTHEWS, 

HENRY  D.  HYDE, 

J.  BRAINEBD  TA  YLOB. 

FREDERICK  A.  MARDSN. 

M.  ¥.  DICKINSON,  Jr., 

MOSES  W.  POND, 

B«T.  B.  G.  SEYMOUR, 

N.  P.  KEMP. 

D.C.LINSCOTT, 

A.  H.  CHAPMAN, 

Ber.  &  F.  UPHAM, 

H.  E.  SIMMONS, 

OBANGK  T.  TAYLOB, 

JOHN  F.  RICH. 

JamaieaPUrin. 
Bat.  a.  J.  GOBDON, 

HtUMd. 
Bev.  WM.  L.  BBAY. 
JAMES  D.  WABNEB, 
GEO.  BILLINGS. 

GEO.  A.  BICHARD80N. 

BdcUrtown. 
D.  B.  BBUCE. 
A.  E.  FERRY. 

Gardmr. 
ALLEN  FOLGER. 
JONATHAN  ALGER, 
M  G.  LOTHROP. 

HERBERT  SANDEBSON. 

P.  O.  LOTHBOP, 
B.BUBr. 


A.L.LBONABDr^ 
B.  C.  PLIMPTON, 
H.  M  HUTCHINSON. 

Souik  Botton. 
CHAa  J,  LITTLEFIBLD, 
H.  C.  McCOY, 
ALBEBT  ELLia 

B.  M.  M.  PARKHXTBST. 
HENBY  a  BABTLBTT, 
J.  P.  SMITH. 


C.  O.  8HEPARD, 
C.  A.  BOUNDY. 
J.  L.  ELDBIDGB. 

Fitekhuro. 
Bar.  GEO.  F.  SI  ANTON, 
G.  W.  BABNXS. 
OLIYBB  BBOWN. 


BptUmHighla 
W.  B.  CALLENDEB, 
W.  F.  STETSON. 
GEO.  F.  BBOWN. 

BaUard  VaU 
SAMUEL  W.  BLUNT. 


B.HUNT. 


Orwip*. 


Andovmr, 

D.  A.  EASTON. 
EDW.  TAYLOB, 
N.  J.  BABTLBTT. 

9ahm, 
B«T.  E.  a  ATWOOD, 
M.  BOBSON, 
Bey.  B.  C.  MILLS. 

Kmtiek, 

E.  H.  WALCOTT, 
W.  L.  COOLEDGB, 
D.  M.  WALCOTT, 
EDW.  PERRY. 

Wmtlftwiim, 
Rev.  H.J.  PATRICK, 
JOS.  A.  NEWELL. 

WakMd. 
H.  A.  STAPLEa 
D.  HOWARD  BOBBINS, 
B.  P.  SNOW. 

Sa$t  SommrwUU. 
L.  K.  LOVELL, 
H.  L.  MAKECHNIE, 
W.  H.  HODGKINa 

Bohtokt, 

J.  H.  cutfoSd, 

OSCAB  N.  KYLE. 
Ber.  E.  A.  WHITTIEB, 
GEO.  E.  LOVEJOY, 
a  L.  WARD. 
JAMES  G.  BUTTBICK. 

SocJtport. 
ANDBEW  F.  CLABK, 
CALVIN  W.  POOL. 

Kor^BrookMd, 

B.  D.  BATCHELLBB, 
GEO.  a  DODGE. 
DANIEL  GILBBBT. 

Satt  Oambridg*. 
E©T.  GEO.  H.  MINER. 
GEO.  E.  HATCH, 

C.  D.  FOLSOM. 


Spmetr, 
D.  A.  BALlT 
GEO.  P.  CLARK. 


Lynn, 
W.FBE] 


HENBY  W.FBENCH, 

JABEZ  WOOD. 

HOW ABD  L.  POBTEB. 


W.  A.WHBELEB, 
KJ.MILEa 

MiddUbon. 
IVOBY  H.  HARLOW, 
GEO.  H.SHAW. 
JOHN  C.  VAUGHAN. 

Bev^Hif. 
J.GwTBASK. 

Qrten/Uld, 
B«T.  a  H.  LEE. 

D.  L.SAMMia 

OKnIm. 
GEO.  F.  ORR, 
R«T.  C.  M  BOWERa 

E.  P.  WHITTAKEB. 

If0w  Bedford. 
GEO.  B.  RICHMOND. 
TRISTAM  R.  DENISON, 
GEO.  W.  MAKEB. 

MOML 
WMWORGER. 
CHAa  N.  MORSE. 
WM.  LORING. 
WALLACE  BOCKWOOD. 

Sandwich, 
N.  F.  FE8SENDEN. 

FMBiwmr. 
Bev.  E.  A.  BUCK, 
BOBT.  R.  REMINGTON, 
WM.  M  HAWEa 

OharUttownm 
SIDNEY  E.  ADAMS, 
GBANVLB  L.  PACKABD. 

HtfdiPmtk, 

W.  E.  BROAD, 

W.  H.  a  VENTRESa 

WutJUUL 
R«T.  E.  H.  RICHARDSON, 
E.  B.  SMITH 

Lawrtnc$, 
A.  C.  PERKINS, 
Rev.  GEO.  P.  WILSON, 
H.  a  ROBINSON. 

Wirtboro, 
WM  R.  GOULD, 
J.  A.  TROWBRIDGE, 
FRANK  HOLMAN, 
MH.  WALKER. 

LUCIUS  P.  GODDARD. 
AARON  F.  QREBNE. 
HENRY  M.  WHEELER. 
CHAa  G.  REED. 
GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
CHAa  B.  KNIGHT, 
CHAS.  D.  TUCKEK, 
E.  M  BABTON. 

WattAam. 
B.B.  JOHNSON. 

Bait  Weym&tUk. 
Ber.  D.  W.  WAIJiRON, 
BBENTIRR£LL,Jr. 

Wobum. 
ReT.aB.DBNNBN. 
FRANCIS  CUMMINGS, 
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F.  H.  ALLEK, 

D.  W,  8  ANBORN . 

Ohsi$ea. 
W.  H.  JENKS. 
H.  HAMMOND  COLB, 
H.  A.  SNOW. 

CALVIN  G.  Hltx, 

WM.  H.  GOFLD, 

HOMEA  M.  DAGGETT,  Jr. 

Wui  Atnetbury. 
GEO.  N.  BIRD, 
AUGUSTUS  LANGE. 

HaverhilL 
J.  HOWARD  NICHOLS, 
Rev.  A.  J.  PADELFOBD, 
FRED.  D.  BROOKS. 

Orafton. 
8.  W.  EATON, 
J.  A  DODGE. 

E.  F.  BRACKETT,  M  J). 

Leieetter, 
ALONZO  WHITE, 
JOHN  N.  GROUT, 
CHAa  A.  DENNY. 

NotihampUm. 
N.  B.  HUSSE  Y, 
GEO.  BLISS. 
C.  B.  KING8LEY, 
a:  E.  LYMAN, 
O.  A.  8KILT0N. 

CONNBCTIOUT, 

CHAS.  M  NILEsTjr.. 
GILBERT  8.  BAILEY, 
THOS.  E.  PACKER. 

Wui  M^riUn. 
J.  E.  MERRIMAN. 
JAMES  R.  SUTLIFF, 
R.  T.  SPENCER, 
T.  KELTER. 

Stamford. 
Rev.  J.  M.  BUCKLEY. 

Kcnoieh. 
S.  R.  PARLEN, 
T.  C.  KINNE, 
WM.  LAMPHERE. 

New  Haven, 
GEO.  W.  BENJAMIN,  M.D., 
HENRY  STORER, 
CHAS.  E.  UPSON, 
GEO.  F.  PRATT. 

Coiaetter. 
Rev.  Mr.  MORSE, 
JOHN  8.  RANSOM, 

F.  C.  ABEL. 

New  Britain, 
E.  B.  ALLEN. 

Bridaeport. 
Rev.  B.  B.  BEAJa£>8LE Y. 

OuHfard. 
Eev.  GEO.  M.  BOYNTON. 

New  London. 
LEONARD  F.  LESTER, 
NEWTON  FULLER, 
JOHN  GETCHELL. 
ALLEN  RICHARDa 

Putnam, 
C.  N.  FENN, 
W.  H.  WARD. 

Hartford. 
ALBERT  L  BURKE. 
FRANCIS  B.  EUSTI8. 


DanieieonviXU. 
Rev.  JOS.  DANIEL80N, 
E.  C.  STONE. 

PlanteviUe. 
Rev.  WM.  R.  EASTMAN, 
H.  D.  SMITH, 
STEPHEN  WALKLEY. 

MUford. 
SAMUEL  N.  BEECHER, 
8.  N.  OVIATT. 

Wweted. 
R.  E.  HOLMES. 

BHODB  lAIiAND. 

Weeterly. 
R.  F.  LATIMER, 
T.  C,  CROCKER, 
E.  F.  VOSB. 

THOMAS  H.  BARTON, 
J.  G.  PARKHURST. 
Rev.  SAMUEL  RICHARDS, 
Rev.  D  0.  KELLOGG,  Jr., 
J.  G  VOSE, 
D.  W.  HOYT. 

BrietoL 
EDW.  a  BAKTLETT, 
WM.  E.  THOMPSON, 
CHAS.  SAULSTEEN, 
CHAS.  H.  SPOONER. 

Pawhicket, 
ANSEL  D.  NICKERSON, 
Rev.  C.  H.  SPALDING. 

NBW-TOBK. 

Rev.  C.  J.  SHEPARD. 
SAMUEL  F.  KNIGHT. 


J.  R.  CHATFI6LD. 
CHASE  THOMPSON, 
A.  COBURN, 
E.  a  JOHNSON. 

New-York  Oity, 
WM.  E.  DODGE,  J«-., 
JAMBS  A.  PARSONa 
RORT.  R.  McBURNEY, 
ALEX.  P.  JOYCE, 
Rev.  HOWD  CROSBY.  D.D., 
LEMUEL  BOLTON  BANGS. 
SAMUEL  W.  8TEBBINS, 
8.  A.  STEBBINa 
J.  FERRIS  PATTEN, 
A  J.  BUCKMAN, 
PH(EBUS  W.  LYON, 
J.  MAYER, 
GEO.  R.  GRAVES, 
WM.  H.  BELDEN, 
AUGUSTUS  F.  LIBBY, 
HENRY  BALDWIN. 

N.  T.  Oity  German  Aeeoeiation. 
JUSTUS  PFARRBR. 

TTHea. 
WM.  H.  FISHER. 

Sehenectadv, 
NICHOLAS  CADT 
Rev.  C.  L.  VAN  ALLEN, 
J.  J.  MARLETT, 
Rev.  HORACE  G.  DAY, 
A.VROOMAN. 

Sffracuee. 
ISAAC  BRIDGEMAN, 
J.  A.  LEONARD. 
Rev.  A.  F.  BEARD. 


ER8KINE  tTHL; 

J.  DUBOIS  CARPENTER, 

MITCHELL  DOWNING. 

Binghamptcn, 
H.  N.  LESTER. 

Oeweoo, 
H.  C.  DENTON; 
JOSEPH  OWEN, 
H.  B.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Albany. 
HENRY  KELLEY, 
D.  B.  LUTHER, 
FRANKLIN  LYON. 
ALONZO  P.  ADAMS, 
JOSEPH  A.  CRANE. 

Boekteter, 
WAYLAND  R.  BENEDICT. 

North  Shore,  S.  I. 
C.  F.  COX, 

DAYTON  C.  BELKNAP, 
a  JUDSON  RA  YNOR. 

Elmira, 
CHAa  C.  HALL, 
Rev.  F.  G.  SURBRIDGE, 
Rev.  THOS.  A.  DEWING. 
J.  DUBOIS  CARPENTER. 

Hudeon. 
Rev.  J.  McCLEL.  HOLMES, 
FULTON  PAUL, 
WM.  H.  AT  WOOD, 
JAMES  GIFFORD. 

Amtterdam. 
Rev.  JOHN  E.  CHESSHIRE, 
Rev.  W.  J.  HEATH. 
LUTHER  L.  DEAN, 
JOHN  C.  WATSON. 


burgh. 
WIN. 


JOHN  BALD 

Brooklyn. 
WM.  W.  WICKa 
JAMES  McGEB. 

BrooHyn^  Eaetem  DittrioL 
J.  B.  THOMAS. 
WM.  CAMPBELL, 
W.  B.  S.  TAYLOR, 
JAMES  BOUGHTON, 
D.  W.  ROBINSON, 
EDGAB  A.  HUTCEUNa 

Bioerhead, 
O.  O.  WELLa 

NKir  JBRSBT. 

New  Brunswick. 
J.  J.  JANEWAY, 
W.  H.  CHASE, 
D.  E.  ENGLISH,  M.D. 

Elizabeth, 
JOSEPH  GALEa 
IRA  B.  WHEELER, 
WM.  C.  RUMMBL, 
GEO.B.RISLER. 

Jertey  Ckty, 
JOHN  W.  COSAD, 
HENRY  T.  HOLT. 
C.  L.  VAN  ALLEN, 
WM.  A.  LEWia 

Weet  Hoboken  d  Hudton  (Xty, 
DUNCAN  CAMPBELL. 

Orange. 
C.  J.  PRESCOTT, 
Rev.  B.  MIX. 

Montelair. 
J.  W.  HENING, 
J.  H.  WHEELER. 
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KICHT)  F.  JOLLY, 

WM.  F.  PETTTT, 

Ber.  C.  EDDY. 

WILBITR  B.  WILKINSOK 

EDW.  T.  CONS, 

T.M.COX, 

a  C.  COLLINS. 

PnUtnoH, 
Ser.  GEO.  PIEBCB. 

A.  JAMESON, 

H.  V.  R  JACOBUS, 

A.  J.  BIDEB. 

FBlflfSYIiTAlflA. 

Erie. 
WM.  ICALLEBY,  Jr., 
E.  L.  PELTON. 
B«T.  J.  L.  SMITH. 

Tork. 
Rer.  W.  M.  BAUM,  D.D., 
H.8.MYEBa 
H.  P.  SMITH. 

C  C  LANIUS. 
EDW.  HUNT. 
WM.  H  VOGLEB. 
C.  W.  KBANSE. 

JBatUm, 
SAMUEL  L.  FISLBB. 
GEO.  T.  KELLBB. 

jTMiffoiifyn. 
THO&  H.  BABB, 
THOS.  K.  CBBE, 
J.  R.  WILSON, 
JOHN  A.  MOOBE, 
CHAS.  L.  CLABK, 
GEO.  A.  DENIG. 
W.  K-  JENNINGa 

WUHmmtporL 
JAMES  H.  GABIJB. 

PkOadaphia, 
FETEB  a  SIMONS, 
B«T.  EDW.  HA  WES, 
N.  T.  EVANS, 
GEa  D.  STROUD, 
Rev.  J.  H.  SMYTH, 
WHL  G.  CBOWELL. 
J.  B.  SYPHEB, 
Hon.  JAMES  POLLOCK* 
JOHN  WANAMAEBB, 
R.H.  HINCKLEY,  Jr., 
JOHN  WIEST. 
J.  A.  GABDNEB. 
Ber.  T.  W.  J.  WYUJ^  D  J). 

■ARTIiAND. 

JAMBS  CBAWFOBD, 
CHAa  P.  STEVENS, 
J.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Rer.  F.  WILSON, 
DAVID  W.  GLASS. 
J.  B.  PLATT, 
MONROE  SNELL. 

BaMtnore  Central  Auodatitm, 
Rer.  J.  E.  GRAMMER,  DJ)., 
J.  H.  DEEMS. 
WM.  H.  RUTLEDGE. 

HarritonvQU, 
LEVI  BIDDINGEE, 
JAMES  L.  BIDGELY,  Jr. 

Fr§deHek<X^. 
JAMES  HOGG,  ILD., 
C.  W.  BOYD. 
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Wathi$urton, 
^  Gon.  O.  O.  HOWABD, 
O.  C.  WIGHT, 
CHAS.  B.  BAILEY. 
Ber.  GEO.  A.  HALL, 
E.  WHITTLESEY. 
B«T.  J.  G.  BUTLEB,  D.D. 
C.  B.  BAMSDELL, 

A.  S.  PBATT, 
GUY  HOWABD. 

WB8T  TIRGHflA, 

Whsding 
BeT.S.B.BABNITZ, 
JOSEPH  WILLETS, 
WM.  H.  IBWIN. 

SOUTH  CABOIillf ▲. 

CharUiton. 
JOHNB.WABBEN. 

OHIO. 

H.  THANE  MILLEB, 

W.J.BBEED. 

W.  H.  DOANE, 

W.  8.  HOWE. 

J.  F.  CBOSSETTE, 

LANG  SHEAF, 

B.  S.  BUST. 

W.  F.  THOBNE. 
J.  B.  CHICKERtNG, 
B.  A.  HOLDEN. 
W.  A.  BLANCHABD. 

ChUimbut, 
BUSH  S.  DENIG. 
&  M.  HOTCHKISS, 
E.  L.  TAYLOR, 
WOODWABD  AWL. 

OhUUeoOu. 
Bev.  J.  A.  D.  LOWES. 


GEO.  D.  HOLT. 
BENJ.  F.  BOUSE, 
a  P.  FENN. 
CHAS.  E.  BOLTON, 
HENRYS.  DAVIS, 
HENBY  A.  8HEBWIN. 

HENRY  L.  FHBLPS, 
THEO.  J.  BBOWN. 
CHAS.  DOUGLASS. 
FLAVBL  B.  KEITH. 

Amhent. 
Ber.  A.  C.  HTTOHCOCK. 

ZansavdU, 
H.  G.  O.  CABY.  M.D., 
BOBT.  FULTOk. 


SAMUEL  H.  ANDEBSON, 
GEO.  W  BILLOW. 

C.  McMILLEN,  M.D. 

EUfria. 
JAMES  B.  STOCKING. 

JiatuMd. 
L.  J.  TBACBY, 
J.  H.  BBED. 
J.H.EMMINGEB, 

D.  STUBGES. 

HamUUm, 
S.  P.  DILLON. 

OUrUn, 
E.J.GOODBICH, 
CHAa  BYDEB, 


Lexin'rton. 
HUBBABD  COLBY 

Sprii 
Bev.  A.  H.  '^' 

SaUm 

WILLIS  weaver; 

SUubenviUe, 
Bev.  A.  M.  BEID. 

HfDIAIfA. 

IndianapclU. 
J.  M.  LUNT, 

C.  N.  TODD, 

Bev.  J.  B.  BBANDT, 
W.  H.  HAY.  ' 

Riehmond. 
GEO.  H,  GRANT. 

mCHIGAN. 

JMbroU. 
Bev.L.B.FISK, 

F.  D.  TAYLOB, 

D.  W.  BBOOKS. 

G.  O.  BOBINSON. 
JAMES  GLASa 
BBADFOBD  SMITH. 
F.  A.  BLLia 

F.  D.  HABTT, 

ffilttdolt. 
Prof.  U.  P.  GBIFFIN, 
Prof.  CYBUS  JOBDAN. 
Prof.  W.  A.  DBAKB, 

Ann  Arbor. 
GE0.L.WEBD,JR.. 

Univerdty  Assooiation, 
Prof.  C.  iL  ADAMS. 

JfonrtM. 
Prof;  E.  J.  BOYD. 

G.  W.  A.  ARMrrAGB. 
W.  A.  BOYD. 

Adrian, 

F.  B.  STBBBINS. 

Kaiamazoo. 
Hon.  H.  C.  BBIGGS. 
J.  IL  WHITE, 
R  H.  TBIPP. 
FBANKa  HILLHOUSE, 

Jddbon. 
GEO.  M.  WEIGHT, 
MJ.  MORRILL, 
D.W.SMITH,  M.D., 
J.ADAMS, 

OHvet 
JOSEPH  L.  DANIELS, 

D.  B.  KIDDEB. 

Eoit  Saginato. 

J.  L.  monrOb; 

W.  SCOTT. 

Chund  Rapid*. 
M.  a  CBOSBY. 

B.  B.  LOOMIS, 
H.  G.  POST. 

E.  M.  BOTOTON. 

ILLINOIS. 

Ohieaao. 

D.L.  moody; 

C.  L.  FAY, 

H.  L.  TURNER, 

G.  A.  TOWLE, 
C.H.  HOWARD, 
a  M.  HUNT. 

SheOn/iriUe. 
WM  A.  CLEMBNa 
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l¥ISC01fSIIf, 

Fond  du  Lao, 
C.  V.  PETTIBONB. 
lier.  A.  LITTLE. 

RIINNKSOTA. 

Mankato. 
A.D   CONDIT, 

GEO.  m:  gage. 

M\nn«apoU». 
Bev.  WM.  M.  LBAVITT. 

Roehetter. 
CHAS.H.  MORRILL, 
J.  D.  BLAKE. 


IOWA. 

OlinUm, 

GEO.  A.  GREGG. 
a  N.  SEELY. 

Des^  Moinei, 
WM.  A,  WILLIS. 

mssouRi. 

8LLawi$, 
G.  L.  JOT, 
A.  G.  PROCTER. 
M%).  G«n.CLINTONB.  ITSK. 


KantatOUiy. 

JAMES.  W.  PERKIN& 
Rev.  H.  M.  STEVEN& 

NBBBASKA. 

Otnaha. 
ROBERT  WBIDBKSALL. 

CALIFORNIA, 

San  Franci$eo. 
H.  L.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
EDMUND  WORTH, 
S.  F.  BARSTOW. 


COBBESPOHDIHa   1CEMBBB8. 


Rev.  J.  J.  CARRUTHERS,  D.D.,  Portland, 
Me. 

"    W.  H.  SHALER,  D.D., 

"    A.  K.  P.  SMALL, 

••    A.DALTON, 

"    8.RBAILFT,  •• 

"    O.T.  MOULTON, 

••    R  SANDERSON, 

"    A.  W.  POTTLE, 

"    B.M.FRINK, 

••    R.K.  HARLOW. 

»•    F.  SOUTHWORTH, 
H.  B  SMITH.  " 

W.  E.  GOULD, 
E.  H.  TOBEY, 
E.  R.  STAPLES, 
H.  8.  MELCHER, 
CHAS.  A.  LORD, 

Rev.  R.  J.  LANGRIDGE,  Meohanio  Foils, 
Me. 

"    H.  WHITCHER,  " 

Rev.  H.  TOOTHAKER,  New  Sharon,  Me. 
A.  L.  SKINNER,  Bnckaport.  Me. 
Rev.  W.  H.  HASKELL,  West  Falmouth,  Me. 
Rev.  J.  E.  ADAMS.  Searsport,  Me. 
E.  F.  DUREN,  Bangor,  Me. 
Rev.  WM.  A.  RAND,  South  Seabrook,  N.  H. 
JOHN  W.  GOULD.  Worcester,  Mass. 
Rev.  JOHN  COLBY,  Sonthboro',  Mass. 


CHAS.  E.  TAINTER,  Southboro',  Mass. 
Rev.  J.  W.  CHICKERING.  Wakefleld.  Mass. 
Rev.  J.  M.  CHICK,  Groton  Junction,  MasH. 
H.  M.  MOORE,  Somerville,  Mass. 
S.  N.  WATSON.       " 
C.  H.  BUSHNELL,  •* 
GEO.  B.  PECK,  Jb.,  Providence,  R.  L 
J.  W.  MUDGB,  *•  " 

H.  W.  ADAMS,  New  York  City. 
Rev.  J.  C.  HOLBROOK,  Homer,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  WALTER  CONDICT,  Newark,  N.  J. 
W.  CRAIG,  *•  " 

T.  V.  AGENS,  "  •* 

FREDERICK  MILLER, 
JOS.  M.  PARCELL, 
JOHN  P.  T.  MATHIAS.  Baltimore,  Md. 
C.  T.  SHEPHERD,  Washington,  D.  C. 
M.  H.  HODDER,  London,  England. 
J.  N.  BULL,  Adrianople.  Turkey. 
Sheriff  THOMAS,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
GEO.  A.  YOUNG, 

Rev.  W.  M.  PUNSHON,  Toronto,  Canada. 
T.  D.  NEWCOMB,  Albany.  N.  Y. 
J.  W.  THOMPSON,  New. York  City. 
C.  U.  BELL,  Exeter,  N.  H. 
Rev.  N.  HOPPER.  »•     " 
T.  B  THAYER.  Garland.  Me. 
Rev.  E.  B.  FAIRFIELD,  LL.D.,  Hillsdale, 
Mich. 


HSW8PAFEB8    BEPBS8EHTED. 

PoBTLAKD— "Press,"  **  Argus,'*  ''Christian  Mirror,"  •*  Zion's  Advocate,"  and  "  Adver- 
tiser.'* 

BoeTON.  M4B8..-"  Advertiser,"  <*  Watchman  and  Reflector,'*  '*  Journal,"  "  Congregation- 
alist,"  and  ••Traveller." 

New- York  Cnr—"  Evening  Poet,'*  "Tribune,"  "Independent,"  •*  Methodist,**  ••  Chr's- 
tian  at  Work.** 

Pbotidkncb,  R.  L—"  Journal." 

Lbwuton,  Mr.—*'  Journal."  ^ 

Chicago,  III.— "  Advance."  ^ 

Bangob,  Mb»— ••  Whig  and  Courier/' 

OtwiQO,  N.  Y "  Daily  CommerciaL*' 

OZFOBD,  Me.—"  Democrat.*' 

Prof  R  H.  Tripp,  of  Kalamazoo,  MicL,  was  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Associations,  in  place  of  David  Bentley, 
of  Montreal,  Canada,  who  was  upon  another  committea 

Messrs.  J.  G.  Joslin,  of  Keene,  N.  BL,  and  J.  G.  Vose  of  Rhode 
Island,  were  appointed  to  take  the  place  of  two  absent  members 
of  the  Committee  on  open-air  meetings. 
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The  C!onvention  united  in  singing, — 

"  O  how  I  love  Jesus." 
Benediction  by  Eev.  Dr.  Stockbridge,  of  Providence,  R  L,  for- 
merly of  Portlani 
Adjourned  to  8  o'clock 


THURSDAY  EVENING. 

Open-air  meetings  were  held  in  Market  Square,  near  the  old 
City  Hall,  and  on  Congress  street,  near  new  City  Hall,  at  seven 
o'clock. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  8  o'clock. 

President  Dodge  in  the  Chair. 

The  audience  sang,  "  We  are  Volunteers ;"  a  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture— 119th  Psalm — was  read  by  Rev.  J.  Henry  Smyth,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  and  prayer  offered  by  Julius  K  Grammer,  D.  D.,  of 
Baltimore,  Mi 

Resolutions  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Fiske,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
Thomas,  of  Hamilton,  Ont,  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  Grammer, 
of  Baltimore,  Mi,  Bailey,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  Palmer,  of 
Shoreham,  Vt,  Brainerd,  of  New- York  City,  Clifford,  of  Hol- 
yoke,  Mass.,  and  Hall,  of  Klmira,  N.  Y.,  all  of  which  were  referred 
to  the  appropriate  commit;;: 

A  resolution,  suggesting  thanks  to  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  presided  over 
the  last  three  Y.  M.  C.  A  International  Conventions,  was  offered 
by  David  W.  GlasB,  of  Baltimore,  Mi,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
President  to  prepare  a  resolution  to  be  submitted  hereafter  to  the 
Convention. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  partially  reported  as  follows,  that 
no  new  resolution  need  be  introduced  on  the  subject  of  Tempe- 
rance, and  that  we  re-affirm  the  declaration  made  at  the  Conven- 
tion last  year  in  reference  to  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  the 
work  of  instilling  the  principles  of  total  abstinence  into  the  minds 
of  our  young  men. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  of  amusements,  they  reported  that 
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the  resolutions  passed  at  Montreal  on  this  subject  were  sufficiently 
distinct  and  emphatic,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any 
further  action  on  the  subject 

The  following  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  was  adopted 
by  the  Convention : 

Whereas,  The  recent  decoration  of  soldiers'  graves  occurring  upon  the  Sab- 
bath, many  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  were  prevented  from  at- 
tending said  services ;  and 

Whereas,  The  observance  of  this  custom  upon  the  Sabbath  day  is  Uable  to 
interfere  with  Christian  work,  and  to  lead  to  the  desecration  of  the  day  bj 
many;  therefore 

Besdved,  That  this  Convention  respectfuUy  request  those  having  this  mattear 
in  charge  to  select  some  other  than  the  Sabbath  day  for  the  observance  of  this 
custom  of  annual  decorations. 

The  Convention  then  sang 

"  We  are  called  to  labor 
In  our  blessed  Master's  name." 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  first  and  most  pleasant 
duty  of  the  evening  was  to  extend  our  most  cordial  greeting  and 
welcome  to  M.  H.  Hodder,  delegate  to  this  Convention  from 
London,  England,  whom  he  now  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing. 

Matthew  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  replied : 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  Great  Britain,  I 
greet  you  aU,  most  sincerely.  I  feel  that  I  have  become  a  better  man  since  my 
arrival  in  America,  and  have  learned  many  lessons,  which  I  shall  make  use  of 
on  my  return  home.  On  arrival  here  I  met  our  dear  Brother  McBumey  on  the 
wharf  in  New  York,  and  from  that  time  to  now,  have  been  blessed  with  the 
friendships  and  hospitality  of  your  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations. 
Twenty-five  years  ago  a  few  men  met  in  an  office  in  London,  not  far  from  my 
own,  to  pray  for  their  employer.  He  was  converted,  as  the  result,  and  being 
rich,  suggested  that  an  association  of  young  Christian  men  be  formed,  to  take  an 
especial  interest  in  their  own  class.  From  that  sprung  the  London  Y.  M.  C. 
Assodation.  I  joined  it,  and  mean  to  spend  my  life  in  it.  Our  Associations  in 
Great  Britain  are  a  power,  but  not  so  efiective  as  in  America,  perhaps.  May 
God  cement  us  together ;  these  two  nations,  speaking  one  tongue,  and  destined 
to  bring  the  world  to  Him.  We  have  in  London  less  machinery  than  you  have 
here,  and  work  in  pretty  nearly  the  same  manner.  Spiritual  power  is  more 
prominent  with  us ;  but  I  notice,  when  it  does  crop  out  here,  it  is  with  a  zeal, 
unusual  to  us.  We  hold  one  weekly  prayer-meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  and 
all  kneel  down  during  devotion.  We  try  to  get  the  best  men  of  our  churches 
to  lead,  and  believe  in  short  prayers  and  exhortations.  We  differ  frt>m  yoa 
somewhat  in  the  admission  of  members.  We  require  the  written  endorsement 
of  some  pastor  acquainted  with  the  party  proposed,  before  his  admission  to 
active  membership.    We  must  be  jealous  of  the  good  character  of  our  Y.  M. 
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C.  Aflsodations.  Don't  call  a  man  a  member  until  he  shows  his  interest  with  jib, 
and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  have  a  social  cup  of  tea  everj  even- 
ing at  six  o'clock,  (better  than  one  can  generally  find  in  New- York,)  and  hold  a 
Bible  Class  on  the  Sabbath,  keeping  open  only  long  enough  for  that  purpose. 
Tour  prayer-meetings  are  glorious.  Why,  we  don't  know  what  it  is  to  have 
sndi  as  you  hold  here  every  day.  Our  meetings  are  better  than  they  used  to 
be  since  Bro.  Moody  came  over  and  told  us  how  to  do  things,  as  we  never  had 
learned  before.  Bro.  Dodge  and  Bro.  Stewart  gave  us  a  call,  and  we  shal 
be  glad  to  see  all  of  you.    We  will  breakfast  you  all.    Do  you  know  how  to 

spell  my  name  ?    It  is  H-o-d-d-e-r,  of &  Hodder,  Paternoster  Row,  and 

my  iiartner  is  a  friend  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.    If  you  will 
call  on  us  we  will  take  you  in,  bodily,  and  care  for  you.    God  bless  you  all." 

By  request  of  the  President,  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  ten- 
dered Mr.  Hodder  for  his  kind  address,  and  H.  Thane  Miller  sang 
"  Tell  me  the  old,  old  story,"  the  Convention  and  audience  uniting 
in  the  chorus. 

Rev.  Edward  Hawes,  D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  responded  to 

the  delegate  fipom  London  in  behalf  of  the  Convention,  and  said : 

"  Any  words  of  mine,  Mr.  Chairman,  must  seem  tame  to  this  dear  brother 
from  abroad,  for  these  one  thousand  young  men  before  me  have  already 
responded  more  potently,  in  their  hearts.  Yet  it  is  pleasant  to  speak  a  word  at 
a  time  like  this.  W^  are  not  unmindful  of  the  promise,  "  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up,  vnll  draw  all  men  unto  me."  We  can  always  renew  our  courage,  by  a 
review  of  our  past  courses  in  Christian  life.  When  we  think  of  the  humble 
origin  of  our  Associations,  and  what  they  have  accomplished,  can  we  not  feel 
like  soldiers  on  a  moimtaiii  summit,  looking  down  upon  the  field  of  victory, 
through  the  clouds  of  parting  smoke  ?  And  can  we  not  hear  that  final  assur- 
ance of  our  conquest,  "  Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world,"  and  the 
promise  is  to  him  "  that  overcometh."  We  rejoice  in  the  words  to  which  we 
have  listened.  May  such  a  brother  as  our  Bro.  Hodder  often  be  sent  to  cement 
us  together  in  bonds  of  love,  that  the  direful  calamity,  war,  predicted  at  times 
may  always  be  averted.  We  would  have  you,  Bro.  Hodder,  bear  to  our  feUow 
laborers  in  Elngland,  our  earnest  Christian  greeting.  We  love  one  common 
Saviour,  one  Lord  and  Master,  and  build  together  on  the  Rock  deft  for  us.  In 
that  deft  we  all  hide.  We  find  the  reason  and  philosophy  of  our  consecration 
to  Christ  in  the  &ct  of  Christ's  consecration  to  us.  He  gave  up  all  for  us  all. 
We  can  say  no  more,  for  that  includes  everything.  My  dear  Bro.  Hodder,  I  take 
you  by  the  hand,  in  behalf  of  this  entire  Convention,  and  wish  you  abundant 
blessings  and  God  speed." 

The  audience  arose  and  sang,  "  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds ;" 
after  which  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Third  Topic,  viz. : 

"  What  forms  of  Christian  eflfort,  outside  the  special  work  for 
which  the  Associations  have  been  organized,  are  most  successful, 
and  how  have  these  been  prosecuted  ?" 
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D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  HL,  opening  the  debate,  remarked, 

that, 

It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  say  what  is  the  proper  work  of  Y.  M.  C.  Abso- 
ciations.  I  think  it  is  to  get  all  at  work  for  Jesos  in  some  field  or  other.  We 
idm  to  get  every  family  in  Chicago  under  the  influence  of  the  Qospel.  The  city- 
is  divided  into  districts,  each  CJhurch  taking  a  district.  Every  thirty  days  they 
go  through  three  districts,  and  thus,  once  a  month,  almost  everybody  hears  the 
Gospel.  Some  say  we  are  interfering  with  the  special  work  of  the  Church,  bat 
it  is  no  such  thing.  If  I  had  a  drop  of  blood  in  my  veins,  not  loyal  to  the 
Church  of  God,  I  would  let  it  out  before  I  went  to  bed.  Young  men  in  Chica^ro 
carry  about  handbills,  inviting  the  people  to  church.  The  consequence  is,  that 
scores  find  their  way  to  Sabbath  services  for  the  first  time.  It  doesn't  do  any- 
good  to  come  here  and  make  resolutions.  We  don't  read  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Apostles,  but  the  Acts.    We  must  loork,  and  not  talk. 

Geo.  "W.  Benjamin,  M.D.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  related  the  result 
of  co-operation  with  the  pastor,  on  the  part  of  his  Association.  At 
one  meeting  eight  were  converted. 

Kev.  E.  A.  Buck,  of  Fall  Kiver,  Mass.,  believed  that  the  rapid 
growth  of  his  home  Association  had  been  accomplished  by  the 
young  men  and  women  who  had  gone  to  work  personally  for 
Christ  There  are  1,500  children  in  our  Fall  Eiver  Y.  M.  0. 
A  Mission  Schools. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Chickering,  D.  D.,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  spoke  of 
the  time — ^twenty  years  ago— when  this  State  Street  Church,  of 
Portland,  was  contemplated  and  organized.  How  little  he,  then 
a  pastor  in  Portland,  thought  it  would  even  get  a  footing.  It 
was  done  by  coupled  &ith  and  work.  Much  can  be  done  for 
Christ  by  mentioning  him  in  our  business  letters. 

Eev.  George  P.  Wilson,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  spoke  of  neighbor- 
hood meetings  held  by  his  Association  in  all  parts  of  the  village, 
by  which  the  gospel  is  carried  to  all  classes  of  people.  In  Law- 
rence there  have  been  organized  three  out-door  meetings ;  from 
one  to  three  thousand  attend  every  Sabbath,  and  many  linger 
after  meeting,  to  tell  us,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  of  their  sins  and 
need  of  Christ     We  believe  in  having  thunder  all  around  us. 

F.  M.  Stowell,  of  Holden,  Mass.,  said : 

I  have  witnesBed  a  gn^eat  work  of  grace  during  the  last  tliree  months.  It  was 
brought  about  by  personal  dedication  to  the  cross  of  Christ.  We  districted  the 
town,  visited  everj  fiBunlly  in  it,  Gtod  blessed  our  efforts,  and  we  added  one 
hundred  and  eighty  members  to  our  Association. 
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D.  W.  Glass,  of  Baltimore,  spoke  of  organizing  there  a  home  for 
the  boot  blacks.  The  ragged  little  urchins  were  fed,  clothed,  lodged, 
and  some  member  of  the  Association  spends  an  evening  each 
week  with  thenL  We  bought  a  building,  costing  several  thousand 
dollars,  and  met  with  a  glorious  success. 

Rev.  P.  B.  Fish  of  Peacham,  Vt,  said: 

I  come  &om  the  least  of  the  tribes  of  this  Israel,  fh>m  the  little  town  of  Ver- 
mont, where  there  are  said  to  be  but  two  seasons,  winter  and  late  fall.  Bnt  we 
hjcve  a  live  little  Assodation,  and  fifty  sonls  have  been  converted  as  the  results 
of  onr  past  year's  work. 

The  discussion  here  closed,  when  the  Committee  on  Business 
reported  the  order  of  exercises  for  the  next  day,  after  which  the 
Convention  adjourned  with  singing  "  Never  be  afraid  to  speak  for 
JesxLS,"  and  benediction  by  Rev.  R  Hawes,  of  Philadelphia.  On 
the  same  evening  a  meeting  was  held  at  Pine  street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  addressed  by  Maj.-Gen.  Fiske,  Revs.  J.  0. 
Cheshire,  Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  and  Messra  Maclean,  Moody, 
Miller,  Cyr  and  Gen.  0.  O.  Howard, 


THIRD    DAY. 

FRn)AT  MORNING.-JuLY  16,  1869. 

The  morning  session  opened  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  the 
President  in  the  chair.  "  Just  as  I  am  "  was  sung,  a  portion  of 
Scripture  was  read  by  Rev.  A-  F.  Beard,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  Convention  joined  in  prayer  with  Rev.  Roger  B.  Howard,  of 
Parmington,  Ma 

The  Committee  on  Associations  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  having  evidence  of  great  success  attending  the  open-air  meet- 
ings inaugurated  hy  our  Associations,  the  Convention  recommend  to  all  Asso- 
ciations the  formation  of  committees  to  conduct  such  exercises  whenever  it  is 
deemed  practicahle. 

Resoloed,  That  we  are  gratified  to  know  that  the  Executive  Committee  have 
during  the  past  jear  encouraged  in  every  way  x>ossible  the  formation  of  Asso- 
dationJs  in  the  South,  which  action  w&  hereby  heartily  endorse,  and  assure  Bach 
Associations  of  our  abiding  interest  in  their  success. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  inasmuch  as  at  our  last  Convention,  the 
Executive  Committee  were  autliorized  to  prepare  a  certificate  for  the  use  of  all 
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Associations  wishin^f  them,  this  subject  be  referred  ag^ain  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  their  action. 

Notice  was  given  by  A.  J.  Chase,  President  of  the  Portland 
Association,  that  the  excursion  down  the  harbor,  tendered  the 
Convention  by  Portland  friends,  had  been  abandoned  on  account 
of  the  stormy  weather.  Also,  notice  was  given  of  a  proposal  of  a 
city  photographer  to  take  a  picture  of  the  Convention  in  group. 

John  S.  Maclean,  Vice-President,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  took  the 
chair,  and  the  audience  sang  "  My  days  are  gliding  swiftly  by," 
after  which  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  third  topic :  "  Monthly, 
social  and  business  meetings  of  the  Associations :  the  objects  of 
each  and  how  each  may  be  best  conducted." 

Mr.  W.  J.  Breed,  of  Cincinnati,  0.,  opened  the  debate,  expressing 
the  idea  that  our  religious  meetings  should  be  always  made  cheer- 
fuL  No  young  man  ought  to  cross  the  threshold  of  our  rooms 
with  an  evident  feeling  that  he  was  entering  a  gloomy  placa  Let 
the  meetings  be  lively ;  let  the  conversation  together  be  cheerful, 
and  carry  the  impression  that  a  Christian,  of  all  men,  has  the  best 
right  to  laugh  and  enjoy  life  in  the  highest  sense. 

Wayland  R  Benedict,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  thought  there 
should  be  no  routine  for  a  business  meeting.  Take  things  up  in 
the  order  presented,  but  no  set  way.  We  want  life  and  inspiration, 
not  a  stupid  formality. 

C.  B.  Ramsdell,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  gave  his  idea  of  the 
order  of  a  monthly  meeting.  First,  see  that  all  members  are 
acquainted ;  have  good  music  and  but  brief  addresses.  OflScers 
should  have  a  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law ;  time  and  effi- 
ciency are  lost  by  ignorance  of  it 

C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  0,,  stated  that  in  his  city  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Association  meet  on  Saturday  evenings. 
We  get  up  a  little  lunch,  at  no  expense  to  any  but  ourselves,  have 
tea  and  asocisil  chat  Each  member  reports  his  doings,  and  we 
have  an  informal  good  time,  productive  of  good  work. 

L.  Sheaf,  of  Cincinnati,  0.,  said: 

Our  Executive  Ck>mmittee  meets  once  a  week,  to  devise  means  to  carry  on  our 
work.  We  have  a  lunch,  and  pay  for  it  out  of  our  own  pockets.  The  lunch  is 
open,  free  to  all ;  and  we  have  a  conmiittee  whose  business  it  is  to  find  out 


every  stranger.  Our  aodal  meetings  are  practically  so.  On  New  Year's  even- 
ing we  have  refreshments  from  9  to  10  o'clock  P.M.,  and  go  out  into  the  hedges 
to  invite  the  outcasts  to  our  feast.  There  is  more  religion  in  a  hearty  shake  of 
the  hand  and  a  good  meal  than  we  think  for. 

R  R.  McBumey,  of  New- York  City,  remarked  that  all  mat- 
ters of  a  purely  business  nature  come  before  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Association,  which  is  held  twice  a 
month,  at  the  private  residence  of  some  member.  It  is  a  great 
mistake  to  bring  business  into  a  devotional  meeting.  Our  Execu- 
tive Committee  consists  of  five.  The  Committees  of  the  Associ- 
ation are  committees  on  employment,  on  hospitality,  boarding- 
houses,  churches,  &c.,  and  spend  about  one  hour  and  a  quarter 
together,  closing  with  a  light  tea. 

This  closed  the  remarks  on  the  topic,  and  the  Convention  arose 
and  sang  "  Dare  to  do  right" 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  was  presented  by  H. 
Thane  Miller,  Chairman ;  the  report  being  read  for  him  by  the 
Secretary. 

The  Report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Executive  Committee's 
Report  and  the  recommendations  and  suggestions  contained  there- 
in, report  the  following  resolutions  as  embracing  their  conclusions 
upon  the  matters  to  which  they  relate : 

As  to  the  location  of  the  Executive  Committee,  your  Committee 
recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

First,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  located,  for  the  three  jears  next 
en8aing,.at  the  Citj  of  New- York,  and  to  consist  of  seven  members,  and  that 
the  Committee  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies ;  and 

Second,  That  the  Committee  be  composed  of  the  following  persons,  viz. : 
Cephas  Brainerd,  Timothy  Q.  Sellew,  Jr.,  Robert  R.  McBumey,  James  Stokes, 
Jr.,  William  F.  Lee,  Morris  K.  Jesnp. 

Third,  That  the  Executive  Committee  announce  in  their  first  circular  to  the 
Corresponding  Members,  the  time  and  place  of  their  stated  meetings,  and  urge 
their  attendance  as  members  of  the  same. 

In  regard  to  State  Conventions, 

Besoited,  First,  That  this  Convention  adopts  the  enunciations  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  reference  to  State  and  District  Conven- 
tions, and  directs  the  Executive  Committee  and  Corresponding  Members,  in  all 
caaes  where  the  same  is  possible,  to  call  such  Conventions  after  conference  with 
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local  committees  and  prominent  Christian  men.  Second,  That  at  such  Conven 
tions  the  number  of  dele^tes  from  Associations  should  be  unlimited,  and 
churches  located  in  towns  where  Associations  are  not  established,  should  be 
invited  to  send  delegates  to  sit  as  CJorresponding  Members. 

Eesolved,  That  the  Convention  discuss,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
question  of  the  importance  of  State  Conventions,  and  the  mode  in  which  they 
may  be  made  most  useful  and  practical,  and 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  discussion  be  opened  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax. 

Bemhedy  That  this  Convention  re-affirms  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  De- 
troit Convention,  on  the  qualifications  for  active  membership  in  the  Associations, 
and  also  the  resolution  of  instructions,  both  of  its  agents  and  representatives,  re- 
specting the  same,  and  requests  those  whose  views  are  not  in  accordance  there- 
with to  resign  the  positions  they  hold  xmder  the  authority  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  issue  a  circular  to  all  the  Associa- . 
tions  on  this  continent,  and  to  those  in  other  lands  with  which  they  are  in  cor- 
respondence, requesting  the  observance  of  the  second  Lord's-day  in  November 
as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  the  work  of  these 
Associations  throughout  the  world. 

Besolvedy  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  urge,  in  the  name 
of  the  Convention,  upon  the  Hon.  Richard  C.  McCormick  the  importance  of  his 
completing  the  History  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  America 
now  in  course  of  preparation  by  him,  during  the  current  year,  and  that  they 
render  to  him  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  their  power. 

While  freely  recognizing  the  value  of  the  Hymn  Books  published  by  promi 
nent  laborers  in  Association  work,  yet  from  the  frequent  and  earnest  demands 
for  a  book  containing  a  greater  variety  of  Hynms  adapted  for  use  in  Convention 
and  other  public  meetings  of  the  Associations ;  and 

Whereaa,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Doane  has  proposed  to  prepare  a  Hymn  and  Tune 
Book  of  the  character  indicated,  the  entire  profits  from  the  sale  of  which  are  at 
his  request  to  be  employed  by  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  committed  to  them  by  this  Convention  ;  therefore, 

Besdvedy  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  publish  the  same,  if 
upon  its  completion  the  compilation  meets  their  approval,  and  that  no  debts 
thereby  be  incurred  by  this  Convention. 

Besohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  continue  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Periodical  as  the  organ  of  the  Association,  in  monthly  numbers  of 
32  octavo  pages  each,  at  the  subscription  price  of  (1  per  year,  provided  there  is 
guaranteed  to  them  a  list  of  not  less  than  3,000  subscribers,  and  that  the  Asso- 
ciations be  urged  by  this  Convention  to  secure  as  many  subscribers  as  possible. 

Besolvedy  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  continue  the  employ 
ment  of  Mr.  Robert  Weidensall,  as  traveling  agent,  under  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  the  Detroit  Convention,  which  are  hereby  reaflirmed. 

Besohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a  person  to 
act  as  its  Secretary,  and  perform  such  editorial  and  other  duties  as  it  may 
assign  to  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business  with  which  they  are  charged. 

Besohedy  That  the  two  preceding  resolutions  take  efiect  when  the  sum  of 
$5,000  is  guaranteed  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
same,  and  also  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Committee. 


Reached,  ThAt  the  Execxttive  Committee  publish  the  proceedings  of  thin  Con- 
venUon,  induding  the  report,  provided  the  sabecribers  therefor  be  sufficient 
io  eover  the  cost  of  publication. 

The  Committee  will  make  a  ftirther  report,  nominating  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers, and  on  snch  other  matters  as  maj  be  in  their  hands. 

J.  H.  Clifford,  of  Holyoke,  Masa,  arose  to  ask  for  infonnation 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Detroit  Convention,  as  reference 
had  been  made  to  that  body  by  the  Committee  which  had  just 
reported. 

Major-General  O.  0.  Howard,  Washington,  D.  C,  expressed  his 
sympathy  with  the  brother  just  up.  The  Committee  have  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  expressive  of  qualifications  of  membership, 
and  that  says  that  one  condition  shall  be  membership  in  "an 
Evangelical  Church."  What  do  the  words  "  Evangelical  Church" 
mean  ?  Is  it  one  whose  members  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ? 
(Mr.  Thane  Miller  here  replied,  "  That's  just  it") 
The  resolution  of  the  Detroit  Convention  was  read  as  follows : 

Besoloed,  That,  as  these  organisations  bear  the  name  of  Christian,  and  pro- 
fess to  be  engaged  directlj  in  the  Saviour's  service,  so  it  is  clearly  their  dot j  to 
muntain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  afialrs,  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  &ith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as 
Divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Ehrangelical,  and  that  such  persons,  and  none  others,  should 
be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office. 

Eev.  E  A.  Buck,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  remarked : 

There  are  many  Unitarians  in  our  churches  and  Associations  who  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  much  as  either  of  us.  The  report  just  made  endorses  the 
resolution  of  the  Detroit  Convention,  which  in  letter  excludes  from  our  Associa- 
tions many  exceUent  men.  All  who  recognise  the  Lord  Jesus  (lirist  as 
Redeemer,  should  be  admitted. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Bamitz,  of  Wheeling,  West  Va.,  said : 

Who  shall  be  our  active  members  ?  An  important  question  and  one  essential 
to  our  being.  Now  we  can  be  no  less  broad  in  our  declaration  than  the  Provi- 
dence that  leads  us.  For  one,  I  deny  that  any  man  can  lote  the  Lord  Jesus 
who  denies  that  he  is  the  Son  of  the  living  God.  If  a  man  tells  me  that  he  loves 
the  Lord  and  yet  denies  Him  the  crown  of  Divinity,  he  robs  Him  of  His  glory, 
and  I  cannot  associate  with  him  in  Christian  fellowship.  (Intense  applause  and 
enthusiasm.) 

Rev.  J.  M.  Buckley,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  continued  the  discus- 
sion, saying: 

"  I  think  that  the  question  before  us  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  right  light 
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There  may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  people,  in  the  Unitarian  and  Universalist 
Chorch,  and  the  outside  world,  too,  who  may  be  in  sympathy  with  our  Jesus. 
But  no  real,  logical  Unitarian,  ever  will  express  belief  in  the  crucifixion  of 
Christ,  as  his  Redeemer  from  sin.  In  our  own  Association  we  admitted  to  a  por- 
tion of  our  organization  a  young  man,  moral  and  Unitarian,  who  introduced 
very  speedily  into  our  rooms  and  meetings  tracts  denying  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity.  Well-intentioned  error  is  more  to  be  feared  than  unmasked  corruption. 
While  there  may  be  some  good,  moral  Unitarians,  it  is  unsafe  to  take  them  into 
our  full  fraternity. 

Eev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  of  New-York  City,  moved  that  the 
words  "  Evangelical  Churches  "  be  defined  to  be  "  those  Churches 
which  believe  in  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as 
our  Divine  Redeemer,  received  by  faith,  as  the  sole  source  of  sal- 
vation from  eternal  death." 

Rev.  S.  H.  Lee,  of  Greenfield,  suggested  that  the  word  "  Deity'' 
be  inserted  in  Dr.  Crosby*s  resolution,  after  the  words,  "Jesus 
.  Christ,"  so  as  to  read:  "Jesus  Christ,  the  Deity." 

Albert  Ellis,  of  South  Boston,  stated  that  he  was  brought  up  a 
Unitarian,  and  proposed  that  the  word  "  vicarious  "  be  substituted 
for  "atoning,"  before  the  word  "sacrifice." 

Wm.  A.  Lewis,  of  Jersey  City,  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Special  Committee  be  recommitted  to  them.  The  motion  was 
lost 

The  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  Mr.  H.  T.  Miller,  urged 
recommittal,  and  again  made  a  motion  to  that  effect,  which  was 
lost 

Mr.  Lewis  again  made  a  similar  motion,  and  was  ruled  out  of 
order.  At  this  juncture  prayer  was  offered  by  C.  E.  Bolton,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the  Convention  sang,  "All  hail  the  power 
of  Jesus'  Name." 

Rev.  D.  C.  Kellogg,  Jr.,  of  Providence,  R  L,  remarked: 

This  question  is  all  important,  and  we  should  be  very  cautious  in  approaching 
it.  It  has  divided  and  subdivided  the  Christian  Church  for  1,500  years  and  still 
agitates  us.  I  move  that  the  portion  of  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee 
relative  to  the  qualifications  of  our  members,  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee. 

Adopted. 

R  R  McBurney,  of  New- York  City,  moved  that  said  Special 
Committee  consist  of  Revs.  Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  of  New- York 
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City,  S.  H.  Lee,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  G.  M.  Grant,  of  Halifax, 
N.  S.,  D.  C.  Kellogg,  Jr.,  of  Providence,  R  L,  and  Major-G^n.  O. 
0.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  0. 

This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was 
adopted  without  debate. 

H  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  urged  upon  the  Conven- 
tion the  need  of  raising  at  least  the  $5,000  which  their  Executive 
Committee  would  need,  during  the  coming  year.  He  trusted 
the  subscriptions  for  their  work,  and  for  the  Periodical, 
would  be  generous  and  prompt  Prior  to  taking  subscriptions, 
the  Convention  united  with  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  HI.,  in 
prayer. 

The  roll  of  Associations  was  then  called  by  States,  and  liberal 
responses  made  in  subscriptions. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Howard  Crosby  of  New- York,  Chairman  of  the 
Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the 
membership  in  our  Associations,  reported  in  behalf  of  said 
Committee,  as  follows : 

The  report  re-affirms  the  following  resolution  passed  at  Detroit 
at  the  Convention  last  year. 

Beiohed,  That  as  these  org^anizations  bear  the  name  of  Christian,  and  profess 
to  be  engag^ed  directly  in  the  Saviour's  service,  so  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to 
maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as 
IMvine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical. 

The  Committee  add  as  a  definition  of  Evangelical  churches,  the 

following : 

And  we  hold  those  churches  to  be  Evangelical  which,  maintaining  the  Holy 
Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  do  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord 
of  Lords,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  who  was 
made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin,  bearing  our  sins  in  His  own  body  on 
the  tree,)  as  the  only  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must 
be  saved  from  everlasting  punishment. 

The  Eeport  was  adopted  with  entire  unanimity  and  great  en- 
thusiasm, the  Convention  rising  and  involuntarily  breaking  out  in 
singing, 

"  AU  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name." 
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The  Committee  on  Resolutions  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
take  the  resolution  on  temperance  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  make  such  amendment  as  they  believed  would  meet 
the  views  of  the  Convention. 

The  Committee  on  Associations  reported  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  admitting  ladies  to  membership  in  Young  Men's  Christian 
As9o<5iations,  that  they  find  that  action  was  had  upon  this  subject 
by  the  Montreal  Convention,  and  such  action  re-affirmed  by 
the  Detroit  Convention,  saying,  **  That  it  is  neither  the  province 
nor  the  duty  of  this  Convention  to  decide  upon  the  question  of 
the  propriety  of  admitting  ladies  to  membership  in  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations,  but  that  each  Society  act  for  itself  upon  a 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  by  which  it  is  surrounded." 
.  Tlie  Committee  therefore  suggest  that  no  further  action  is 
deemed  necessary  at  this  time. 

Yoar  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : 

Whereas,  Christian  ladies  in  varioos  sections  of  our  oonntiy,  actuated  by  a 
desire  to  promote  Evangelical  religion  among  the  young  women,  and  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  combined  effort  to  aid  in  accomplishing  that  object,  have 
formed  Young  Women's  Christian  Associations  among  themselves,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  made  by  the  Detroit  Convention,  belt 

Et^iilned,  That  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States 
and  British  Provinces  in  Convention  assembled,  extend  to  the  Young  Women's 
Chrwtian  Associations,  Christian  greeting,  and  agree  to  co-operate  with  so  desi- 
rable an  auxiliary. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Several  other  Committees  made  reports  in  part,  or  gave  notices 
IE  relation  to  them. 

The  Convention  united  in  singing  the  Doxology,  and  after  the 
Benediction  by  Prof  Wilson  of  Toronto,  adjourned. 


FRIDAY — Afternoon   Session. 

The  Convention  resumed  its  session  at  3  o  clock,  the  President 
an  the  «hair.  After  singing  "  Battling  for  the  Lord,"  the  17th 
chapter  of  Luke  was  read  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Labarel,  of  Randolph, 
Mass.,  and  prayer  oflFered  by  Rev.  Elridge  Mix,  of  Orange,  N.  J. 
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A  communication  was  read  from  a  lady  of  Portland,  sngcesting 
that  services  be  held  in  the  hotel  dining-halls  on  the  coming  Sab- 
bath, and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Devotional  Services. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  presented  the  following  Report : 

That  the  resolutions  on  the  place  of  holding  the  next  Convention,  and  on  Ex- 
conions,  had  heen  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 

That  the  resolutions  on  Certificate  of  Life  Membership,  on  Female  Member- 
ship, on  Southern  Associations,  and  on  out-door  preaching,  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Associations. 

That  the  resolutions  upon  the  subjects  of  Temperance,  Tobacco,  and  Amuse- 
ments, were  respectfully  referred  back  to  the  Convention,  as,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee,  no  further  declaration  is  needed  on  these  subjects,  in  view  of  the 
action  taken  thereupon  bj  previous  Conventions. 

That  the  resolution  respecting  the  reports  of  Corresponding  Members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  had  been  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  upon  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee's  Beport. 

That,  after  careful  consideration,  the  Committee  are  compelled  to  express  the 
opinion  that,  for  various  (and  generally  obvious)  reasons,  it  is  inexpedient  for 
the  Convention  to  adopt  the  following  resolutions,  vis.: 

On  organizing  a  Student's  Aid  Bureau. 

On  Conducting  Religious  Meetings. 

On  Association  Papers. 

On  Simultaneous  Election  of  Officers. 

On  the  Politics  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

On  Invalid  Young  Men. 

On  Changing  time  of  receiving  resolutions. 

On  Telegraphing  to  San  Frandsoo, 

On  Church  Membership. 

They  also  reported  that  the  several  resolutions  in  reference  to 
foreign  immigration  be  embodied  in  the  following  resolution : 

Besohed,  That  In  the  greatly  increased  immigration  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  to  the  United  States,  we  recognize  the  hand  of  God,  and  rejoioe  at  the  en- 
larged importunity  of  sowing  seed  beside  all  waters,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
our  young  men  to  watch,  labor  and  pray  that  God  may  enable  them  to  reach  all 
classes  of  foreigners  arriving  upon  our  shores,  and  especially  the  Chinese  and 
other  Asiatic  races. 

Adopted. 

The  committee  recommended  that  we  re-affirm  the  action  of  the 
Convention  at  Detroit  last  year,  which  was  as  follows : 

Besohed,  That  we  do  seriously  advise  that  each  member  in  our  Association 
should  consider  it  his  duty  to  be  heartily  engaged  in  rigid  opposition  to  intem- 
perance, the  great  enemy  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  that  not  only  we,  but 
every  church  member  on  the  continent,  should  be  alive  to  the  work ;  and  fur- 
ther. 

Thai  we.  In  the  name  of  the  Associations,  would  also  most  heartily  reoom- 
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mend  that  all  who  love  the  Lord  JeeuB  should  put  forth  earnest  and  persistent 
efforts  to  establish  and  maintain  temperance  organizations  in  places  where  none 
exist,  and  especially  that  our  entire  force  of  workers,  as  individuals,  should 
organize  Immediately  and  help  sustain  juvenile  temperance  societies,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  effectually  the  evil  practice  of  intemperance  and  its  attendant 
and  damning  vices  upon  the  rising  generation ;  adding  the  following  resol- 
ution— 

Beiolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  to  do 
whatever  may  be  practicable  in  their  several  localities  in  resisting  the  sin  of  in- 
temperance, and  in  saving  young  men  from  the  pernicious  {kiwer  of  this  evil. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  proposed  by 

SheriiBF  Thomas,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  be  adopted : 

Bescivedy  That  the  character  of  the  literature  supplied  to  passengers  on  rail- 
ways and  steamboats  is  calculated  to  lower  rather  than  to  elevate  the  standard 
of  Christian  morals,  and  the  Associations  represented  in  this  Convention  will  be 
well  employed  in  using  earnest  efforts  to  obtain  some  improvement  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Eesolntion  offered  at  Detroit : 

ReMl/oed,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  the  right  and  wrong  of  the 
Intricate  question  involved  in  the  use  of  tobacco  and  other  narcotics  be  left  for 
each  individual  to  decide  between  himself  and  his  Saviour,  after  much  prayer. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  recommended  the  following  resolution : 

Beaohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations be  authorized  to  print  and  bind  at  the  end  of  their  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  this  Convention  a  list  of  the  deliverances  of  the  several  Conventions, 
nnoe  and  including  the  Boston  Convention,  f<^  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the 
members  with  the  resolutions  adopted  on  several  important  questions,  and  thus 
to  save  much  valuable  time  in  future  Conventions. 

Adopted. 

On  motion  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  were  discharged  from 
further  duty — with  thanks  for  their  servicea 

The  call  upon  the  Associations  to  aid  the  general  fund,  and  to 
subscribe  for  the  monthly  periodical  and  the  Convention  Journal, 
was  resumed. 

The  Convention  next  proceeded  to  discuss  tie  fourth  topic — 
"  How  may  the  German  young  men  of  the  country  be  reached  by 
our  influence?" 
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This  discussion  also  covered  the  proposed  topic,  "Shall  we 
organize  Associations  among  young  foreigners,  and  conduct  ser- 
vices and  publications  in  their  own  languages  ?" 

J.  Pj&irrer,  President  of  the  Gterman  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  New- York 
City,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  had  prepjfred  and 
here  read  an  address  on  this  topic,  establishing  the  great  necessity 
of  overcoming  German  rationalism  which  threatens  our  churches 
to-day  with  a  flood-tide  of  infidelity.  Our  young  Grerman  men 
are  social,  approachable,  and  firiendly,  although  brought  up  gen- 
erally in  the  school  of  skepticism.  They  are  to  be  won  over  to 
the  Associations  and  to  God,  by  warm,  earnest  entreaty,  personal 
interest  in  their  behalf  and  the  social  means  of  our  Y.  M.  C- 
Associations. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  thought  the 
problem  one  hard  to  solva  The  Germans  of  the  country,  with 
their  peculiar  education,  have  no  respect  for  our  Christian  Sabbath, 
much  less  for  our  &ith.  It  is  hard  to  see  the  way  of  reaching 
them  effectually.  Perhaps  the  best  method  is  by  touching  the 
chords  of  their  social  natures,  as  Bro.  Pfarrer  suggests.  K  some- 
thing is  not  speedily  accomplished  in  this  direction  we  shall  soon 
have  to  give  up  the  quietude  and  consecration  of  our  Christian 
Sabbath. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Baum,  D.  D.,  of  York,  Pa.,  himself  a  German, 
thought  we  owed  it  to  ourselves,  for  our  defense  and  protection,  to 
use  every  method  to  Christianize  the  Germans.  They  love  asso- 
ciation together,  and  when  one  is  converted  his  whole  intensity  of 
nature  becomes  a  good  weapon  in  the  service  of  our  common 
cause. 

A  quartette  choir  then  sang  "  0  Come  and  Work  for  Jesus,'* 
the  delegates  joining  in  the  chorus,  and  the  Convention  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  topic  reported  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committe,  viz. : 

"  The  importance  of  State  Conventions  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  may  be  made  most  useful  and  practical" 

Rev.  J.  M.  Buckley,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  was  called  to  the  chair, 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Special  Committee, 

Mr.  Cheever  opened  the  discussion  by  saying  that  in  Ohio  they 
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have  a  State  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  with  a  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  the  only  one  he  knew  of  in  the  country.  It  had  proved 
a  great  benefit  to  the  local  Associations,  from  the  fact  that  it  gave 
occasion  to  form  full  and  complete  ideas  of  the  work  done  in  .the 
State,  brought  all  the  \vorking  elements  together  and  awakened 
an  interest  in  localities  where  no  Associations  had  been  previously 
formed.  He  hoped  every  State  and  the  Provinces  would  try  the 
experiment 

Geo.  W.  Davis  of  Burlington,  Vt,  having  had  a  large  experi- 
ence in  this  direction,  was  called  upon,  and  spoke  warmly  of  the 
good  results  of  Y.  M.  C.  State  Associations,  advising  their  imme- 
diate organization  in  all  the  States. 

John  S.  Maclean  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  surprised  to  hear  that  all 
the  Associations  in  the  several  States  did  not  have  a  central  organ- 
ization. In  his  Province  he  found  such  a  body  to  be  of  incal- 
culable benefit,  and  a  large  measure  of  this  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  only  the  live  working  Associations  were  represented  in  it  at 
first  The  lukewarm  societies  finally  sent  delegates  and  our  Asso- 
ciations found  unprecedented  favor  and  growth. 

Moses  W.  Pond  of  Boston,  spoke  of  a  late  visit,  as  delegate,  to 
a  Nova  Scotia  Convention.  He  was  heartily  received,  hospitably 
entertained,  and  could  say  that  for  live,  spiritual  eflforts  com- 
mend him  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  of  which  Bro.  Maclean  is  a 
representative  man. 

It,  P.  Rowland,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  remarked  that  State  Associa- 
tions lead  to  formation  of  local  ones,  while 

Henry  S.  Davis  of  Cleveland,  O.,  stated  that  a  State  Association 
held  in  his  City,  had  led  to  the  formation  of  a  "Woman's  Christian 
Association  there. 

Further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Tuxbury  of  Brandon,  Vt,  and 
Collins  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  closed  the  discussion,  the  speakers  hav- 
ing been  limited  to  three  minutes  each.  The  topic  was  then  re- 
ferred to  L.  P.  Rowland  of  Boston,  John  H.  "Worcester,  Jr.,  of 
Burlington,  Vt,  and  W.  H  Atwood  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  as  a 
special  Committee  to  draft  a  resolution  expressing  the  sense  of  the 
Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject,  and  to  report  the  same. 
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The  subject  of  representation  was  then  taken  up.  Resolutions  on 
ihfi  subject,  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  were  con- 
ridered,  several  persons  speaking  and  amendments  being  offered. 
.A  resolution  offered  by  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  was  intended  to 
settle  one  very  important  question  raised  by  this  committee ;  it 
was  referred  to  Gen.  Howard,  Cephas  Brainerd,  and  Mr.  Park- 
faurst. 

It  was  then  voted  to  take  up  the  subject  of  Reports  from  local 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 

A  Jameson  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  gave  a  cheering  report  from  his 
section.  The  Association  is  making  special  efforts  in  the  mis- 
sionary line,  and  have  found  t  field  of  special  labor  in  making 
weekly  visits  to  destitute  portions  of  the  City,  the  Poor-houses 
and  Penitentiary. 

The  hymn  "  Take  thy  Cross  without  Repining  "  was  then  sung 
and  the  local  Reports  were  resumed. 

John  O.  Burrows  of  Exeter,  N.  H.,  said  that  his  Association 
worked  largely  among  the  young  men  of  the  Phillips  Academy, 
located  there.     Many  were  reached  and  converted  to  God. 

Ephraim  W.  Ricker  of  Farmington,  N.  H.,  represented  the 
work  in  his  town  to  be  varied.  There  are  many  summer  visitors 
to  his  section,  who  are  invited  to  the  meetings,  many  of  whom 
attend ;  the  laborers  on  the  railroad  are  visited  and  out-door  meet- 
ings frequently  held.  All  promise  much  to  the  glory  of  our  Com- 
mon Lord. 

Rev.  K  C.  Partridge  of  Wey bridge,  Vt,  thought  the  cause 
prosperous  in  the  upper  region  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  The 
Association  pursues  an  even  tenor  of  work  and  has  reason  to  be 
glad  of  frequent  accessions  to  its  membership  and  the  churchea 

Geo.  H.  Grant  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  gave  a  glowing  account  of 
the  labors  of  the  Association  there,  resulting  in  the  conversion  of 
500so\ils. 

Here  the  Committee  rose  and  sung,  "  Praise  Gt)d  from  whom  all 
Blessings  flow ;"  and  the  Convention's  session  was  resumed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  representa- 
tion, reported,  through  Gen.  Howard,  as  follows : 
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"  The  Special  Committee  appointed  on  the  snbject  of  representation  beg  leave 
to  report : 

let.  That  the  Assodations  organized  after  this  date  shall  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  future  Conferences  of  the  Associated  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  of  North 
America,  upon  conditions  that  they  be  severally  composed  of  young  men  in 
communion  with  Evangelical  churches  (provided  that  in  places  where  Associa- 
tions are  formed  by  a  single  denomination,  members  of  other  denominations  are 
not  excluded  therefrom)  and  active  membership,  and  the  right  to  hold  office  be 
conferred  only  upon  young  men  who  are  membere  in  good  standing  in  Evangeli- 
cal churches." 

The  report  was  adopted 

The  afternoon  Session  then  adjourned,  with  benediction  by  Rev. 
Samuel  R  Upham  of  Boston,  Mass. 


FRIDAY— Evening  Session. 

Prior  to  the  Evening  Session  open-air  meetings  were  held  in 
front  of  the  new  and  old  City  Halls,  on  the  Eastern  Promenade, 
and  at  the  head  of  Long  Wharf  The  one  at  the  old  City  Hall, 
conducted  by  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  was  especially 
interesting.  After  an  eloquent  and  affectionate  exhortation  by 
Rev.  Samuel  F.  Upham  of  the  same  city,  several  asked  for 
prayers. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  seven  o'clock,  being  called  to 
order  by  the  President ;  the  old  hymn,  "  Come  thou  fount  of  every 
blessing,"  was  sung,  a  portion  of  Scripture  (Acts  11.)  was  read  by 
Rev.  Wm.  M.  Martin  of  Brooklyn,  K  Y.,  and  prayer  offered  by 
Rev.  E.  A.  Buck  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  Reading  of  the  minutes 
being  dispensed  with,  the  audience  sang,  "  Go  and  tell  Jesus," 
aft^r  which  the  President  informed  the  Convention  that  they  were 
cordially  invited  to  visit  the  tomb  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Payson,  a 
man  whose  memory  is  hallowed  in  every  Christian  heart 

The  questions  from  the  question  drawer  were  taken  up  as 

follows : 

1st.  "  How  shall  colored  men.  who  propose  to  start  a  Y.  M.  C.  Association 
begin  r 

Answered  by  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  who  said 
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that  colored  folks  have  a  right  to  do,  and  should  do,  just  as  the 
whites  would  do  in  such  a  matter. 
2d.  "  What  saocees  has  attended  Association  newspapers?" 
D.  L.  Moody  of  Chicago,  IlL,  replied,  ''  Little."    The  "  Working 
Christian  "  paper  has  paid,  but  on  the  whole  I  doubt  the  ex- 
pediency of  starting  papers  indiscriminately." 
8d.  **  How  can  Mission  Sunday  Schools  be  best  sustained  Y* 

Mr.  Moody  also  answered  this,   "By  work,"  and  this  again 

formed  his  reply  to  the  5th  query : 

"  How  can  Associations  in  country  towns  be  made  to  liye  ?" 

4th.  "  What  is  the  best  way  to  conduct  Association  Bible  Classes  Y* 

Answered  briefly  by  D.  Bentley  and  A.  Duff  of  Montreal,  and 

James  Stokes,  Jr.,  of  New- York.     Our  Bible  classes  should  be 

as  iristructive  as  possible.     To  secure  this,  take  a  certain  chapter 

in  the  Bible ;   go  minutely  into  the  geographical,  personal  and 

historical  fitcts,  institute  comparisons  with  profane  history  where 

possible,  but  never  lose  sight  of  the  great  central  fact  of  Bible 

study,  the  salvation  of  souls. 

6th.  "  What  is  the  duty  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Church  Committee?" 

Answered  by  R  R  McBumey  of  New- York,  who  regarded 

such  a  committee  a  very  important  adjunct  to  the  true  work  of 

our  Societies.     By  introducing  members  to  each  other,  finding 

out  the  strangers  in  the  congregation  and  inviting  them  to  our 

rooms,  much  aid  can  be  rendered  the  pastors,  and  the  Churches  and 

Associations  largely  augmented 

7ih.  **  Is  it  expedient  to  hold  a  prayer  meeting  in  a  church  on  an  evening  when 
the  pastors  of  the  church  desire  to  hold  one  ?" 

0.  B.  Douglass,  of  Brattleboro,  Vt,  thought,  in  reply,  that 
Associations  never  should  interfere  with  the  churches.  In 
event  of  a  circumstance  like  that  stated  in  the  question,  see  the 
pastor  and  make  a  compromise,  if  necessary.  Our  pastors,  as  a 
body,  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  us,  but  their  special  province 
is  the  church,  and  in  that  relation  they  ought  never  to  be  dis- 
turbed. Any  right-minded  pastor  will  make  concessions  to  us 
if  expedient  and  for  the  best  interests  of  his  chui-ch. 
8th.  "  How  can  we  best  raise  money  to  carry  on  our  work  ?  " 
John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  thought  that  the  prior 
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discussion  of  the  finance  question  answered  the  query,  and  he 
would  simply  reply:  "Get  cautious,  Christian  business  men  to 
do  your  Association  business.  They  would  raiie  money  and  best 
invest  it" 

9th.  "  How  may  Y.  M.  C.  Aseodations  in  the  oonntrj  best  organize  their  work- 
ing forces  ? " 

W.  H.  Hodgkins,  of  East  Somerville,  Mass.,  replied :   "  Get 

together  in  the  best  place  you  can,  and  unite  in  earnest  prayer  for 

God's  direction.     He  will  guide  you,  and  prayer  is  the  secret  of 

all  success." 

10th.  "  What  BhaU  be  done  among  the  Chinese  landing  on  the  Padfic  shore,  to 
counteract  the  evil  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  them  ?  " 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  believed  that  the  Chinese  are  being  sent 
here  to  receive  the  Gospel  They  must  be  Christianized,  and  in 
the  first  place  feel  that  we  have  sympathy  with  them.  This  can 
be  done  by  learning  their  language  and  teaching  them  ours. 
Then,  raise  up  missionaries  from  among  their  own  numbers. 

H.  L.  Chamberlain,  of  San  Francisco,  CaL,  regarded  the  question 
as  one  of  decided  magnitude.  The  Chinese  seem  to  be  acute, 
witty,  ready  imitators,  and  anxious  to  learn.  Our  people  in  Cali- 
fornia now  help  the  Chinese  only  from  mercenary  motives.  The 
first  move  of  our  Christian  eflfort  should  be  to  do  away  with  the 
present  system  of  what  is  near  bondaga 

Gen.  Howard  here  led  in  prayer  that  a  general  sympathy  in 

behalf  of  the  Chinese  might  grow  up  in  all  the  churches  of  the 

land. 

nth.  "  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  establishment  of  coflfee  rooms?  Are 
they  self-sustaining  ?  " 

Lang  Shea^  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  replied :  "  The  effect  with  us  is 
good.  One  hiis  been  the  means  of  closing  up  six  rum  shops. 
They  can  be  made  self-sustaining  anywhera" 

12th.  "  What  has  been  the  effect  of  admitting  boys  to  our  Associations?" 

Alfred  Wickes,  of  Brooklyn,  K  Y.,  considered  the  effect  upon 
boys  to  be  good;  but,  it  is  not  expedient  to  admit  them  to 
active  membership  when  not  members  of  some  Evangelical 
Church. 

18th.  "  What  are  city  Associations  to  (fo  in  regard  to  requests  for  help  ?  " 


D.  Lu  Moody,  of  Chicago,  IlL,  said  that  there  was  no  question 
on  which  he  desired  more  information  than  upon  this.  Person- 
ally he  had  been  bored  to  death  by  applications  from  all  sorts  of 
people,  for  all  sorts  of  assistance,  and  in  several  cases  imposed 
upon.  He  had  much  faith  in  the  old  proverb,  "  Heaven  helps 
those  who  help  themselves,"  and  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  carry 
out  the  idea.  See  if  the  applicant  for  work  is  as  anxious  to  lug 
brick  as  he  is  to  copy  records,  or  to  shovel  dirt  as  to  use  a  yard 
stick.  When  one  of  your  Association  goes  to  a  distant  city  give 
him  a  letter  of  introduction,  to  save  us  from  trouble,  and  him  from 
unnecessary  delays  and  mortification,  perhaps.  For  one,  I  am 
determined  to  secure  railroad  passes  for  no  able  bodied  man ;  I 
have  been  so  frequently  and  shamefully  imposed  upon  in  this 
direction. 

14th.  "  How  can  we  best  reach  and  influence  criminalB  in  prison  7  " 

Eev.  Gteorge  P.  Wilson,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  replied :  "Just  as 
you  would  go  about  any  other  work  for  Christ  There  must  be 
plenty  of  love  in  the  heart" 

Sheriff  Thomas,  of  Hamilton,  Dominion  of  Canada,  had  for 
years  been  in  contact  with  prisoners  of  all  grades.  He  would 
win  them  to  Christ  by  first  gaining  their  personal  confidence,  and 
not  betraying  it  Have  affectionate  personal  interviews,  and  show 
them  that  one  at  least  does  not  believe  them  destitute  of  all 
honor  or  manhood.  Teach  them  self-respect,  then  dwell  on  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  that  incarcerated  them,  not  to  debase  them, 
but  as  a  niatter  for  them  to  reflect  on,  and  thus  gradually  approach 
the  topic  of  salvation. 

15th.  **  How  can  the  proper  relation  of  our  Associations  to  oar  churches  be 
Bustamedt" 

Rev.  R  Mix,  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  replied,  that  to  effect  this  the 
members  of  our  Associations  should  feel  that  what  work  they 
accomplish  is  done  by  them  as  church  members. 

The  concluding  question  touched  every  heart,  and  there  were 

many  visibly  affected  to  tears  at  its  recital     It  was : 

16th.  "  I  professed  reUgion  in  youth,  backslid,  and  have  lost  aU  feeUng.  How 
may  I  obtain  evidence  that  I  am  a  Christian  ? '' 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  replied   briefly,  pointing 
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the  anxious  inquirer  to  Christ,  and  led  the  Convention  in  prayer 

for  his  speedy  conversion.     The  beautiful  hymn,  "  Brother,  hast 

thou  wander^jd  far  ?  **  was  sung,  and  prayer  again  offered  by  Gren. 

O.  0.  Howard. 

The  quastions  from  the  drawer  having  been  disposed  of,  the 

Convention  proceeded  to  discussion  of  the  following  topic : 

'^T1i4}  telnUoti  of  the  Associations  on  this  continent  to  each  other,  as  inde- 
pendent organizations,  but  similarly  constituted,  and  havingf  a  common  work 
and  Aim  ;  and  their  united  power  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ  among  the 
^oung  men  of  America." 

John  S.  Maclean,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  of 
Halifax^  N.  S.,  opened  the  discussion  by  saying  that  he  thought 
we  eould  learn  a  good  lesson  of  fraternity  from  the  order  of  Free 
Masons.  Although  not  a  member  of  that  order  himself,  he 
understood  that  they  had  certain  signs  and  grips  whereby  one 
mason  could  always  make  himself  known  in  any  part  of  the 
world  to  another.  We  ought,  as  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
ciations, to  know  each  other  better,  personally  ;  to  hold  frequent 
correspondence  with  one  another  through  our  Secretaries,  and 
reciprocate  all  the  courtesies  shown  us  by  any  one  Association. 
For  instance,  let  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  an  Association 
drop  a  line  to  any  other,  inquiring  after  its  material  and  spiritual 
progress,  Tlie  answers  to  such  a  correspondence^  if  gisneral, 
would  be  of  niuch  suggestive  value,  and  awaken  new  home 
interest     We  need  to  be  more  social  and  less  ritual. 

Associations  from  smaller  cities  and  towns  being  requested  to 
follow,  ill  consideration  of  this  topic, 

IL  B.  Chamberlain,  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  narrated  an  incident 
coming  under  his  own  experience,  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
his  Association.  A  member  of  the  Oswego  Association  went 
West  for  hibon  He  searched  about  fruitlessly  and  reached 
Chicago,  en  r^uie  homeward,  where  his  money  failed  him.  Being 
destitutej  he  applied  for  a  loan  to  the  Chicago  Y.  M.  C.  Associ- 
ation,  whose  Secretary  immediately  wrote  the  speaker  to  see  if 
the  applicant  was  worthy  the  help.  An  affirmative  reply  being 
sent,  Chicago  loaned  the  young  man  ten  dollars,  on  credit  of  the 
Oswego  Association,  and  he  came  home  saved  in  soul  by  this  act 
of  fraicriiiil  charity.     We  want  more  of  this  practical  fraternity. 
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E.  M.  Boynton,  of  Grand  Eapids,  Mick,  W.  N.  Rudolf,  of 
Pictou,  N.  S.,  Alexander  Bartlett,  of  Windsor,  Canada,  Sila« 
Farmer,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  B.  B.  Johnson,  of  Waltham,  Mass., 
spoke  briefly  in  the  same  strain,  each  urging  the  importance  of 
always  providing  members  of  our  Associations  with  letters  of  in- 
troduction, when  away  from  home. 

The  discussion  being  ended,  a  select  quartette  sang,  "  When  we 
cross  the  Jasper  Sea,"  and  the  Committee  on  Business  reported, 
through  its  chairman,  as  follows : 

Toar  Committee  on  BuBiness  would  respectfully  recommend  that,  at  tlie  ser 
sion  of  to-morrow  morning,  the  foUowing  topic  be  difKussed,  "  How  can  Aesoci- 
ttkona  beet  be  organized  in  our  smaller  cities  and  towns,  and  what  form  of 
Christian  work  has  been  most  useful  among  them  ?"  To  be  opened  by  O.  B. 
Douglass,  of  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  Detroit  Convention,  to  or- 
ganize a  Lecture  Bureau,  be  made  the  special  order  for  11  o'clock. 

Benediction  having  been  pronounced  by  Rev.  B.  M.  Frink,  of 
Portland,  Ma,  the  Convention  adjourned  till  Saturday  morning, 
at  9  o'clock. 

On  Friday  evening,  a  meeting  was  also  held  in  St  Stephen's 
Episcopal  Church,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Convention.  It  was 
presided  over  by  H.  D.  Hyde,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  partook  en- 
tirely of  a  devotional  nature.  The  house  was  crowded,  and  ex- 
hortations to  repentance  and  Christian  life  were  made  by  Rev.  J. 
M.  Buckley,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  Prof  D.  Wilson,  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  L.  P.  Row- 
land, Jr.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  D.  K  Moody,  of  Chicago,  111.,  H. 
Thane  MiQer,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Rush  S.  Denig,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
A  pleasing  incident  of  the  day  was  the  dinner  given  at  the 
Falmouth  House,  by  the  delegates  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  to  the 
entire  Pennsylvania  delegation.  It  resulted  in  a  general  acquaint- 
ance, and  resolutions  to  hold  a  State  Convention  in  October  next 


FOURTH  DAY— Saturday,  July  17,  1869. 
Morning  prayer-meetings  were  held  at  6  o'clock,  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  (O.  B.  Douglass,  of  Vermont,  leader,)  and  at  8:30 
"1  the  State  Street  Church,  H  Colby,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  leaden 


MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  came  to  order  at  9  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
singing,  "  Battling  for  the  Lord,"  reading  of  the  Scriptures  by 
Rev.  L.  H.  Austin,  of  Manchester,  Vt,  and  Prayer  by  the  Rev. 
A-  M.  McGregor,  of  Brockville,  Canada. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and  approved,  the 
Special  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
reported  as  follows,  through  its  Chairman : 

Besolvedy  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  aathorized  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  they  may  deem  best  as  to  pablishing^  the  periodical,  or  in  any  other 
way  securing^  a  publication  of  the  news  from  the  Associations.  In  view  of  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  obtaining  reports  of  the 
work  of  Associations  in  the  various  States  and  Provinces  represented  in  Conven- 
tion, therefore 

Besolvedy  That  every  corresponding  member  be  required  to  report  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  four  times  each  year,  viz.,  February,  May,  August,  and  Novem- 
ber. 

The  Corresponding  Members  were  next  reported  for  the  ensuing 
year,  the  names  being  announced  by  delegations  as  follows : 
Rhode  Island,  E.  R  Holden ;  Vermont,  O.  B.  Douglass ;  Ohio, 
J.  H.  Cheever ;  Indiana,  H.  H.  Judson ;  Maryland,  Rev.  Robert 
BL  Williams ;  Michigan,  Silas  Farmer ;  Wisconsin,  H.  J.  Cowles ; 
California,  John  Armstrong,  Jr. ;  Pennsylvania,  Thos.  K.  Cree, 
Jr. ;  Massachusetts,  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr. ;  Connecticut,  Newton 
Fuller ;  New  Hampshire,  Chas.  W.  Moore ;  New  Jersey,  Wm.  J. 
Carlton ;  Maine,  B.  N.  Towle ;  New- York,  John  L  Piatt ;  Illinois, 
W.  H.  Woods ;  Minnesota,  W.  O.  Hiskey ;  Nebraska,  Wm.  R 
Bentley ;  Iowa,  Geo.  R  Ransom ;  Missouri,  E.  S.  Greenwood ;  Ken- 
tucky, John  L.  Wheat ;  Ontario,  Wm.  Anderson,  Toronto  ;  Que- 
bec, J.  R  Dougall,  Montreal ;  Nova  Scotia,  Jas.  Farquhar,  Halifisix ; 
New  Brunswick,  J.  L.  Clawson,  St  Johns ;  P.  Edward^s  Island, 
R  W.  Sprague,  Charlottetown. 

H.  Thane  Miller  called  the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  the 
work  of  completing  the  call  for  responses  from  the  Association 
for  the  general  fund,  the  periodical  and  report 

A  liberal  addition  was  made  to  the  subscription  list,  and  the 
gift  of  a  gold  sovereign  from  M.  H  Hodder,  Esq.,  delegate  from 
England,  to  be  appropriated  to  Association  work  in  the  South, 
greatly  quickened  the  flowing  of  money,  especially  for  that  specific 
object 
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It  was  suggested  that  the  gift  of  Mr.  Hodder  should  be  offered 
for  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund ;  accordingly  the  President  put 
it  up,  and  lively  bids  were  given  for  it — disposed  of  at  last  to 
D.  L.  Moody  for  the  Chicago  Association  for  $150.  It  was  re- 
sold to  O.  Moore,  of  Somerville  for  $50. 

At  that  rate  of  exchange  Mr.  Hodder  offered  another  sovereign, 
which  the  President,  Mr.  Dodge,  took  for  $150. 

Mr.  Dow,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  presented  another  sovereign 
for  the  same  purpose,  which  the  Fall  River  Association  took  for 
$60. 

A  five  dollar  Canada  bank  note  offered  to  the  fiind  was  taken 
by  the  Philadelphia  Association  for  $150. 

A  gentleman  from  Salem,  Ohio,  offered  a  Maximilian  silver  dol- 
lar, which  Philadelphia  also  took  at  $50,  to  be  appropriated  to  aid 
Mr.  Riley  in  his  work  and  labor  of  love  in  Mexico. 

The  same  coin  was  resold  for  $50,  to  go  to  John  Vassar,  mis- 
sionary to  the  Chinese,  and  others,  on  the  line  of  the  Pacific  and 
Union  Railroad,  to  aid  in  the  circulating  of  good  reading  among 
them. 

A  silver  dollar,  struck  off  at  New  Orleans,  in  1860  by  the 
rebels,  was  sold  for  $10. 

A  lady  in  the  gallery  sent  down  $10  for  the  fi'eedmen.  Other 
sxmis  were  given,  the  whole  amounting  to  about  $2,000. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  MUler,  of  Ohio,  prayer  was  offered  that 
God  would  accept  these  offerings,  and  accompany  them  with  His 
blessing,  in  which  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  led  with  much 
emotion. 

Rev.  Dr.  Wylie,  of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  George  H.  Stuart,, 
wlio  was  detained  fi-om  the  meetings  by  illness,  added  $100  to  the 
Southern  fund.  Dr.  W.  was  spoken  of  as  the  pastor  of  the 
church  of  which  Mr.  Stuart  is  a  member,  and  nobly  stood  by  hink 
when  he  was  censured  for  singing  hymns  unauthorized  by  the 
Synod.  At  his  suggestion,  prayer  was  offered  for  Mr.  Stuart,  ia 
which  S.  W.  Stebbins  of  New- York  led. 
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A  report  from  the  Business  Committee  was  read  and  adopted. 
United  in  singing 

'*  We*re  marchings  on  with  shield  and  banner  bright.** 

Alfred  Wickes,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  asked  and  received  permis- 
sion to  read  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Retciud,  That  the  hearty  sympathies  of  this  Convention  be  accorded  to  Bpo. 
Riley  in  his  missionary  work  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  pray  that  the 
contribution  which  has  been  generously  devoted  to  his  use  may  be  blessed  in 
the  regeneration  of  young  men  in  Mexico,  and  that  many  may  be  gathered 
through  his  agency  into  the  army  of  the  Lord. 

The  topic,  "  What  associational  work  has  been  found  most  suc- 
^^^ssfiil  in  smaller  towns  ?"  was  then  taken  up  and  discussed  in 
three-minute  speeches  by  Messrs.  O.  B.  Douglass,  of  Brattleboro, 
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Yt,  Ripley,  Grouse,  Briggs,  Bacon,  Baldwin,  Weaver,  Pearl, 
Hawes,  Wright,  Hotchkiss,  Delany,  Burroughs  and  Hall ;  each 
speaker  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  personal  calls  upon  and  conver- 
sations with  the  unconverted. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  following  letter,  as  hav- 
ing been  sent  in  reply  to  the  Colored  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. : 

PORTLAKD,  Jvly  16,  1860. 
To  the  Colored  Young  MerCs  Christian  ABSoeiatUm  of  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Dear  Brethren  : — We  have  received  your  communication,  and  it  gives  us 
great  pleasure  to  express  our  sincere  affection  for  you  as  co-workers  in  the  same 
great  cause.  We  hail  you  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  Fraternity  and  Equality. 
We  rejoice  in  every  new  right  or  privUege  which  you  obtain,  in  every  new 
movement  of  an  educational,  religious  or  philanthropical  character  in  which 
you  engage,  and  shaU  both  pray  and  labor  for  your  prosperity.  We  also  most 
earnestly  invite  you  to  send  delegates  to  our  next  and  aU  subsequent  con- 
ventions. 

Also  a  response  to  the  telegram  of  the  National  Camp  Meeting 
at  Eound  Lake,  N.  Y. 

Vice-President  Clinton  B.  Piske,  here  took  the  chair,  and  called 
for  the  report  of  the  Lecture  Bureau. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Martin,  Chairman,  presented  the  following 

Report  of  the  International  Lecture  Bureau  of  Young  Men*B  Christian  Assod- 
aUons  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  to  the  Fourteenth  Inter, 
national  Convention,  Portland,  Maine,  July  14, 1869 .' 

Dear  Brethren, — In  presenting  this,  their  First  Annual  Report,  to  their 
constituency,  the  Bureau  desire  to  express  a  sense  of  their  many  short-comings 
during  the  season  which  is  past.  They  have  already  taken  occasion  to  do  this 
in  the  circulars  relating  to  the  next  season,  but  deem  it  proper,  also,  to  make 
official  mention  of  it  here.  These  short-comings  were  partiaUy  the  natural  out- 
growth of  laborin'T  in  a  new  field,  with  little  of  others'  experience  from  which 
to  draw  ;  while  the  correspondence  resulting  from  the  issue  of  the  first  circulars 
multiplied  so  rapidly,  and  so  far  exceeded  the  anticipations  which  had  been 
formed,  that,  until  special  provision  was  made  for  its  conduct,  by  the  employ-* 
ment  of  the  Secretary's  whole  time,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500,  the  members  of  the 
Bureau  found  it  quite  impossible,  in  the  stress  of  other  business  responsibilities, 
o  meet  promptly  and  strictly  in  every  case  the  large  draught  upon  their  time, 
made  by  the  demands  of  the  new  organization.  Still,  they  believe  it  but  just 
to  themselves  to  say  that  the  deficiencies  of  the  last  season  were  mainly  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  Bureau  was  organized  so  late  in  the  year  that  many  of  the 
lecturers,  whose  sympathy  and  co-operation  it  was  most  desirable  to  secure,  had 
already  completed  their  arrangements  for  the  season  of  1868  and  '69.  Having 
profited  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  and  provided  for  the  systematic  arrange- 
ment and  prompt  despatch  of  all  Bureau  business  in  the  future,  we  look  forward 
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to  tlie  coming  season,  confident  tbat  it  will  be  characterized  bj  a  mach  larger 
degree  of  success. 

The  number  of  letters  and  telegrams  sent  since  the  organization  of  the 
Bureau  is  upwards  of  1,200,  250  of  them  since  the  close  of  the  last  season. 
Number  of  circulars  sent,  8,000.  Number  of  engagements  made  last  season,  69. 
It  may  seem  remarkable,  at  first  sight,  that  so  many  letters  should  be  neces- 
sary to  effect  so  few  engagements,  but  it  will  be  understood  that  much  corres- 
pondence is  without  direct  result,  being  answers  to  various  inquiries  from 
Associations  and  lecturers.  Nor  is  it  believed  that  these  figures  are  above  the 
usual  average.  An  eminent  lecturer  of  twenty-seven  years*  experience  informs 
us  that  it  required  1,800  letters,  on  his  part  alone,  to  effect  his  last  season's 
engagements. 

Besides  the  time  consumed  in  writing,  copying,  registering  and  inclosing 
these  letters  and  circulars,  and  in  laying  out  routes,  much  time  and  some  money 
has  been  spent  in  reaching  desirable  lecturers,  and  personally  pressing  the 
claims  of  the  Associations  upon  their  attention,  which  generally  is  fiskr  more 
effectual  than  sending  them  letters.  During  the  coming  season  all  this  labor 
will  vastly  increase. 

So  much  for  thepoH.  The  ftUure  opens  with  great  promi$e.  Our  first  circular 
for  the  coming  season  was  issued  as  early  as  January,  and  the  second  in  April. 
The  first  referred  especially  to  Mr.  John  B.  Gough,  who  has  heartily  and  gener- 
ously co-operated  with  us,  placing  his  eminent  services  largely  at  our  disposal. 
The  second  contained  the  principal  list  of  lecturers,  and,  we  believe,  will  compare 
very  favorably,  as  regards  the  reputation  of  the  names  which  there  appear, 
with  the  circulars  of  any  other  bureau  in  the  country.  It  has  already  been 
highly  complimented  by  those  who  have  long  boen  eminent  in  the  lecture  field. 
Our  supplementary  list  will  embrace,  among  other  names,  those  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Douglass  and  Miss  Anna  E.  Dickinson. 

In  this  connection  the  Bureau  desire  to  express  their  high  appreciation  of 
the  warm  sympathy  and  hearty  endorsement  which  •  the  new  enterprise  has 
received  from  those  lecturers  whose  sympathy  and  endorsement  are  most 
valuable. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  are  some  lecturers  in  the  field  whose  mental 
abilities  are  of  the  highest  order,  but  who  have  the  reputation  of  instilling  into 
their  platform  efforts  a  plausible — and  because  plausible,  therefore  most  danger- 
ous—scepticism with  regard  to  the  character  and  mission  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
names  of  these  do  not  appear  upon  our  list.  While  holding  their  talents  (and 
themselves  as  citizens)  in  the  highest  regard,  your  Bureau  considered  themselves 
instructed,  both  from  what  was  said  upon  this  subject  at  tl^e  Detroit  Convention 
and  on  the  petition  of  119  members,  and  by  the  Conmiittee  who  were  in- 
trusted with  its  organization,  not  to  open  correspondence  with  these  lecturers. 
Nevertheless,  applications  for  them  have  often  been  received  from  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations,  and  many  not  finding  their  names  upon  the  Bureau  list 
^▼e  engaged  them  by  direct  correspondence. 

To  reform  the  platform,  and  secure  its  great  power  in  the  influence  of  truth, 
was  one  of  the  grand  objects  in  organizing  this  Bureau.  To  accomplish  this 
end,  it  must  meet  the  cordial  support  of  the  Associations  desirous  and  capable 
of  Bostidning  lectures.  Two  hundred  applications  have  already  been  made  for 
the  coming  season,  and  if,  with  the  vantage  ground  already  gained,  it  receives 
the  practical  and  moral  support  of  the  great  corporation  which  it  represents 
we  believe  the  time  is  not  £Btr  distant  when  it  will  achieve  the  great  aim  for 
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which  it  was  projected.  No  other  institution  on  the  continent  can  accomplish 
this  work ;  it  legitimately  belongs  to  the  Toang  Men's  Christian  Associations  of 
America.  In  behalf  of  the  Bureau, 

WM.  M.  MARTIN,  Chairman, 

The  following  is  a  transcript  of  the  Treasurer's  Report : 

Total  amoimt  of  commiaaionB |690  00 

"  '*  "  received 463  50 

"  *•  "  due 2*7  50 

Or, 

By  cash  received  from  commissions $463  50 

"      by  loan  of  Executive  Committee luo  00 

563  50 
Dr. 

To  cash  paid  for  printing $53  00 

••         "        postage 76  00 

"         •*        telegrams., 21  73 

"        Secretary's  services 41150 $568  23 

27 
Brooklyn,  July  9,  1869.  ALFBED  WICKES,  Treasurer. 

General  O.  O.  Howard  then  moved  that  this  report  be  accepted 
and  placed  on  file  for  publication  with  the  minutes  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  spoke  in  favor  of  his  motion.  If  he  ever  entered  the 
lecture  field  again,  it  would  be  under  the  auspices  of  this  Bureau. 

D,  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  HI.,  wished  to  sound  a  note  of  alarm. 
He  thought  the  day  of  lectures  was  gone  by.  He  would  have 
the  matters  treated  of  by  lecturers  left  to  the  daily  press.  One 
association  lost  $2,500  last  year  by  lectures. 

He  was  followed  by  Eevs.  B.  M.  Prink,  of  Portland,  Me.,  and 
J.  M.  Buckley,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  J.  R  Sypher,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  Prof  Daniel  "Wilson,  of  Toronto,  J.  N.  Seeley,  of  Clinton, 
Iowa,  E.  M.  Boynton,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  M.  H.  Hodder,  of 
London,  England,  and  G.  0.  Robinson,  of  Detroit,  MicL,  in  favor 
of  the  continuance  of  the  Lecture  Bureau,  while  W.  B.  S.  Tay- 
lor, of  Williamsbuf gh,  N.  Y.,  opposed  the  measure. 

The  original  motion  of  General  Howard  was  thereupon  se- 
conded and  adopted,  thus  continuing  the  Bureau,  with  the  pro- 
viso that  it  furnish  as  lecturers,  only  those  men  who  are  known 
to  be  in  sympathy  with  Evangelical  religion. 

The  Convention  then  took  up  the  subject  of  locating  the  next 
Convention. 

The  places  annoimced  as  extending  an  invitation  to  the  Con- 
vention for  its  session  of  1870,  were  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Chicago, 
HI.,  Washington,^.  C,  and  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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Prayer  liaving  been  oflfered,  H.  L.  Chamberlain,  of  tbe  first 
named  city,  gave  the  Convention  the  greetings  of  the  "  Golden 
Gate,"  and  hoped  that  as  they  could  make  the  trip  by  rail,  they 
would  be  disposed  to  "come  and  see"  the  Pacific  shora  He 
assured  tbem  that  a  hospitable  welcome  was  in  store  for  them, 
and  tbat  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the  Pacific 
railroads. 

Greneral  O.  O.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Rev.  J.  E. 
Grammer,  D.D.,  of  Baltimore,  MA,  thought  that  the  Convention 
was  needed  at  the  National  CapitoL  It  might  be  a  blessing  to 
Congress.  It  would  bring  back  the  Associations  of  the  South,  and 
result  in  cementing  a  national  bond  of  good  will 

D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  111.,  having  presented  the  name  of 
that  city,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  floor  in  favor  of  In- 
dianapolis, spoke  earnestly  in  that  direction. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt  and  J.  M.  Lamb,  of  Indianapolis,  In  A,  pre- 
sented the  formal  invitation  from  their  city,  and  after  a  pleasant 
interlocutory  discussion,  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  was 
designated  as  the  place  of  holding  the  next  annual  Internationa 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention,  after  which  the  session  adjourned. 


SATURDAY — Afternoon  Session, 
The  Convention  re-assembled  at  three  o'clock,  sang,  "  Shall  we 
Gather  at  the  River,"  a  portion  of  Scripture  was  read  by  Rev. 
Neil  McKay,  of  SL  John's,  N.  B.,  and  prayer  offered  by  Rev. 
W.  R.  Eastman,  of  Plantsville,  Conn. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee's  Report, 
submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Beidved,  Tliat  the  wonderfal  progress  of  the  institution  in  whose  interest  we 
are  assembled,  has  reached,  under  God's  blessing,  such  proportions,  and  gives 
BO  great  promise  as  to  future  growth  and  usefulness,  that  in  the  judgment  o 
this  Convention,  the  time  has  come  when  the  Executive  Committee  should  be 
instructed  and  empowered  to  make  such  subdivision  of  its  prerogatives  and 
responsibiHties  as  shall  secure  the  more  thorough  and  detailed  systematizing  o 
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the  work  among  the  States  and  Provinces  represented  in  this  body ;  and  this 
Convention  does  hereby  request  and  anthorize  such  action  by  the  Exeootrve 
Committee  as  shall  folly  organize  the  institution  as  a  religious  power  oa  this 
continent. 

Adopted. 

The  same  Committee  presented  the  following  paper : 

The  condition  of  business  being  such  that  no  suitable  time  can 
be  set  apart  for  the  hearing.of  oral  reports  from  corresponding 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Committee  on  the 
Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : 

Beaohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  print,  as  a  part  of  their  report,  the 
reports  of  the  following  corresponding  members  for  the  last  year,  being  all  that 
have  been  presented,  viz, :  F.  L.  Dingley,  C.  M.  Wyman,  O.  B.  Douglass,  L.  P. 
Rowland,  Jr.,  H.  P.  Hoadley,  E.  R.  Holden,  J.  I.  Piatt,  W.  J.  Carlton,  Rev.  R. 
H.Williams.  V.  C.  Dibble,  J.  H.  Cheever,  H.  H.  Judson.  W.H.Woods,  S. 
Farmer,  H.J.  Cowles,  G.  R.  Ransom,  W.  R.  Bentley,  L.  E.  Sleigh,  T.J.  Qaxton, 
W.  Anderson  and  J.  Farquhar. 

Adopted 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
the  Dublin  Association,  which  was  ordered  to  be  read.  It  is  as 
follows : 

The  Dublin  Young  Men's  Chbistian  Association, 
54  Upper  Sackvillb  Street, 

Sd  July,  1869. 
To  the  ExeoiUive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the 

United  States  and  British  Provinces  of  America. 
Brethren,  beloved  in  the  Lord, — 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  circular,  convening  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Ck)n- 
ference  of  the  American  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  to  be  held  at 
Portland,  on  the  14th  inst.  We  regret  that,  owing  to  the  distance  which  sepa- 
rates us,  we  cannot  be  represented  amongst  you  on  that  occasion ;  but  we* 
desire  to*  assure  you  that  we  regard  the  approaching  Convention  with  the 
deepest  interest,  and  that  our  prayers  shall  ascend,  in  harmony  with  yours,  to 
our  common  Father,  that  His  guidance  and  blessing  may  accompany  all  your 
deliberations. 

Whether  we  regard  the  subjects  that  are  to  be  considered,  or  the  range  of  the 
influence  which  your  decisions  respecting  them  will  exercise,  we  cannot  fail  to 
be  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  this  Convention.  From 
time  to  time  we  have  been  greatly  cheered  and  gratified  in  hearing  of  your 
progress : — ^the  extension  and  perfection  of  your  organization,  the  energy  and 
devotednesB  of  your  members,  and  the  blessed  results  which  Gt>d  has  given  as 
the  fruit  of  your  labor  for  Him ;  and  we  desire  on  this  occasion  to  ccmvey  to 
you  some  expression  of  our  sincere  brotherly  sympathy  with  you  in  our  great 
and  common  enterprise. 
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Our  sphere  is  compftratively  limited,  yours  may  almost  be  said  to  have  no 
bounds ;  and  yet  tpe  cannot  say  that  we  have  done  all  (or  any  thin  g*  like  it)  that 
we  oould  wish,  or  even  that  we  might  have  done.  The  constant  development 
of  the  resources  of  your  great  coimtry  continually  attracts  the  youth  and  energy 
of  other  countries  towards  you,  and  especially  of  our  own  ;  while  the  prosperity 
or  adversity  which  attends  their  path  too  often  becomes  a  snare  to  drag  them 
into  the  ways  of  folly,  dissipation  and  vice.  To  meet  this  state  of  things,  we 
know  from  experience  that  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association,  working 
throngfh  the  instrumentality  of  its  members,  is  admirably  adapted  by  the  living, 
loving  efforts  of  young  Christian  men,  who  seek  to  win  the  careless  and  the 
sinning  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Only  let  it  be  for  Jesus.  To  reform  the 
proftine  or  immoral  is  doubtless  a  great  work,  so  far  as  society  is  concerned  ; 
yet  if  it  end  there,  we  have  done  but  little  for  the  individual  himself  Let  us 
never  be  satisfied  till  we  bring  the  erring  one  to  Jesus,  the  Friend  and  the 
Saviour  of  sinners. 

We  trust  the  day  for  united  prayer  throughout  the  world  will  not  be  for- 
gotten by  the  Convention.  We  remember  with  thankfulness  the  first  invitntion 
to  united  prayer  which  we  received  from  you  three  years  ago.  From  that  time 
we  can  distinctly  trace  a  revival  in  our  work  here,  and  indeed  I  think  I  may 
add,  in  various  parts  of  this  country  also.  We  want  more  prayer— believing, 
earnest  prayer— and  doubtless  the  blessing  shall  be  given  abundantly.  Our 
work  is  only  opening  before  us.  We  are,  as  it  were,  only  beginning.  May  we* 
have  grace  humbly  to  address  ourselves  to  it,  and  diligently  to  persevere  there- 
in, that  we  may  be  instrumental  in  winning  many  souls  that  shall  be  as  jewels 
in  our  Saviour's  crown. 

Praying  that  the  blessing  and  guidance  of  the  Most  High  be  upon  your  Con- 
vention, and  that  it  may  be  rich  in  results  to  the  glory  of  His  name,  and  in 
honds  of  Christian  love, 

I  remain,  dear  brethren, 

Yours,  in  our  Lord  Jesus, 

JOS.  JAMES,  Eon.  Sec 

In  response  to  the  following  vote  of  the  Convention,  "  That  the 
President  of  this  Convention  prepare  suitable  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  thanks  of  the  Y.  M.  C,  Associations  of  the  United 
States  and  British  America  to  H.  T.  Miller,  for  the  able  and  im- 
partial manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  International 
Convention," — Major-General  Clinton  B.  Fiske,  of  St  Louis,  (in 
behalf  of  the  President,  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  referred), 
presented  the  following  resolution  : 

Se9oked,  That  this  Convention  takes  sincerest  satisfaction  in  placing  upon 
wcord,  the  expression  of  its  deep  indebtedness  to  Bro.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cin- 
<^iwiati,  for  the  able,  impartial  and  impressive  manner  in  which  he  has  presided 
over  and  directed  the  proceedings  of  the  Conventions,  held  in  1866  at  Albany, 
in  1867  at  Montreal,  and  in  1868  at  Detroit ;  and  we  acknowledge  gratefully  our 
oWigations  to  the  Master  of  Assemblies  for  the  blessed  results  with  which  His 
Holy  Spirit  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  our  dear  brother— causing  even  the  busi- 
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nes8  and  deliberations  of  these  several  Conventions  to  bear  fruit  in  the  develop- 
ment of  our  individual  piety,  and  in  the  conversion  of  souls  to  Christ. 

Unanimouslj  adopted 

Mr.  Miller  in  his  peculiar  and  impressive  manner,  briefly  and 
modestly  responded — imploring  that  God's  blessing  might  ever 
attend  the  Convention,  and  the  various  associations  represented. 

The  Convention  then  united  in  singing, 
"Jesus  by  the  Sea." 

The  following  question  as  reported  by  the  Business  Committee, 
next  received  the  attention  of  the  Convention :  "  What  relation 
should  women  sustain  in  the  work  of  our  Y.  M.  C.  Associations." 

The  discussion  was  introduced  by  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Ohio, 
who  thought  that  while  they  might  become  associated  members, 
yet  he  judged  that  it  wer^  better  that  there  should  be  separate 
organizations  for  them. 

•  Three  minutes  assigned  to  each  subsequent  speaker  were  im- 
proved by  W.  F.  Stetson,  of  Boston  Highlands,  Mass. ;  N.  F. 
Wheeler,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ;  H.  H.  Judson,  of  Mishawaka, 
Ind. ;  J.  Baldwin,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y. ;  H.  N.  Lester,  of  Bing- 
hamton,  N*.  Y. ;  G.  E.  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  ;  M.  W.  Pond 
and  Eussel  Sturgis,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  and  J.  G.  Parkhurst,  of  Prov- 
idence, R  L 

The  information  imparted,  related  to  the  important  work  which 
women  could  do,  and  in  many  cases  had  already  accomplished — a 
work  akin  to  that  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 
Much  of  the  work  was  better  adapted  for  women.  There  was 
enough  for  all.  They  could  co-operate  with  each  other.  The 
brethren  from  Boston  referred  to  the  organization  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association  in  that  city.  In  Lewiston,  the 
Young  Men's  Association  established  prayer  meetings  in  the 
boarding  houses  of  operatives  of  the  factories,  and  left  them  in 
charge  of  the  women  of  the  churches. 

The  next  topic  was :  "  How  are  persons  admitted  to  membership 
in  our  Associations,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Associations  on  this  subject" 

Vice-President,  Professor  Daniel  Wilson,  LL.D.,  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  in  the  Chair. 
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Eemarks  were  made  by  R  R  McBurney,  of  New- York ;  D, 
L.  Moody,  of  Chicago ;  J.  IT.  Cheever  and  Lang  Sheaf,  of  Cin 
cinnati ;  N.  Cain,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y. ;  E.  O.  Foss,  of  Dover, 
K  H. ;  T.  D.  Hal],  of  Pittsford,  Vt ;  Mr.  Blunt,  of  Andover, 
Mass. ;  Thos.  Bale,  of  Hamilton,  N.  S. ;  W.  C.  Rummel,  of  Eliza 
beth,  N.  J.,  and  others,  who  did  not  announce  their  names  dis 
tinctly. 

The  remarks  related  chiefly  to  the  qualifications  of  members, 
and  as  to  what  place  they  held  in  the  Association — whether  they 
sbould  be  eligible  to  office  or  control  in  any  way  the  operations 
of  the  body ;  or  be  associated  members,  without  such  privilege. 
In  some  way,  was  it  contended,  all  young  men  should  be  brought 
tinder  the  influence  of  the  Association. 

R  R  McBumey,  of  New-York,  opening  the  discussion,  regarded 
tbis  question  of  membership  as  of  most  vital  importance.  Upon 
our  determination  of  the  topic,  rests  the  welfare  of  our  Associa- 
.  tions.  He  was  glad  that  the  word  "  evangelical "  had  been  so 
strongly  pressed  to  its  only  correct  interpretation,  and  if  that  be 
the  basis  of  all  our  effective  work,  we  can  neither  lack  members 
nor  succesa  Let  the  young  men  be  duly  proposed,  examine  their 
character  and  then  act  understandingly  upon  their  cases. 

D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  thought  that  the  simpler  the  methods 
of  making  members,  the  better.  In  fact,  he  would  not  object  to 
making  any  man  a  member.  If  he  was  a  good  Christian,  we  have 
gained  so  much  working  force ;  if  he  proved  unconverted,  he  is 
just  the  kind  of  material  we  desire  to  work  upon. 

This  brief  debate  closed  by  singing  **  I  Love  to  Think  of  the 
Heavenly  Land,"  and  the  Convention,  after  Prayer  by  Rev.  W. 
M.  Baum,  DJ).,  of  York,  Pa.,  passed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
next  assigned  topic,  "  How  shall  we  conduct  our  social  meetings  in 
order  that  they  may  not  be  irreligious  in  theii'  tendencies?  " 

President  Dodge  resumed  the  Chair. 

L.  P.  Eowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  opened  the  discus- 
sion, remarked  that  we  drop  the  social  element  too  much.  Let  our 
meetings  be  conducted  more  in  the  style  of  a  parlor  chat  at  home ; 
conversational,  and  as  free  from  restraint  as  possible.  After  the 
style  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  carry  on  a  colloquial  meeting,  and 
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let  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hands  all  around  precede,  and  a  kind  good- 
bye close  the  gathering. 

George  E.  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  could  hardly  feel  that  it 
is  expedient  in  his  city,  to  open  their  social  meetings  to  all.  At 
least  whether  it  is  so  expedient,  and  how  to  do  it,  are  questions 
he  would  like  to  have  answered.  Shall  we  welcome  the  Magda- 
lens,  now  repentant  ? 

A.  J.  Chase,  President  of  the  Portland  (Ma)  Association,  said 
that  the  meetings  held  in  Portland,  are  thoroughly  practical 
They  are  open  to  all,  prayers  and  exhortations  are  brief,  and  sing- 
ing, the  best  to  be  had.  We  must  make  our  social  meetings  attrac- 
tive, but  never  let  the  tinsel  cover  the  cross  from  the  gaze  of  sin- 
ners. Then  follows  the  social  part,  par  excellence.  It  is  possible 
for  a  Christian  to  be  so  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  His  Master, 
Christ,  that  the  life  shall  be  always  the  genial,  social  outgrowth 
of  a  heart  which  can  be  happy  at  all  times. 

W.  N*.  James,  of  Hamilton,  N.  S. ;  J.  B.  Taylor,  of  Boston ; 
R  McConnell,  of  New  Glasgow,  Canada ;  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron, 
of  East  Weymouth,  Mass. ;  James  Crawford,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  ; 
and  Rev.  Neil  McKay,  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  also  spoke  on  this 
topic. 

It  was  urged  as  desirable  that  social  meetings  should  be  ap- 
pointed and  made  attractive  by  music  and  unexceptionable  enter- 
tainments, and  so  conducted,  that  they  might  prove  a.  means  of 
recreation  and  of  promoting  and  encouraging  acquaintance  with 
each  other ;  drawing  young  men  away  from  temptation  and  evil,  to 
refined  and  good  companionship.  Women  should  aid  in  this  by 
their  presence  and  help.  Examples  were  given  of  the  good  results 
of  such  a  plan  in  many  places.  At  the  same  time  the  great  ob- 
ject of  these  Associations  should  not  be  kept  out  of  sight — ^the 
gaining  of  the  soul  to  Christ 

A  delegate  spoke  of  the  coming  Sabbath,  and  by  permission  in- 
troduced a  resolution  referring  to  the  promise, — "  where  two  or  three 
are  met  together  in  my  name,''  &a,  proposing  that  as  we  meet  on 
Sabbath  morning,  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  we  should  pray  to- 
gether, before  attending  the  more  public  services  of  the  day, 
bringing  others  with  us  to  the  sanctuary.     Adopted. 
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By  consent,  EL  G.  0.  Carey,  M.D.,  of  Zanesville,  0.,  introduced 
a  resolution,  appointing  T.  A.  Eeamy,  M.D.,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
now  in  Europe,  a  representative  from  this  Convention  to  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  in  foreign  lands. 

"  Pbayer  Meetings.    How  shall  these  be  conducted  ?  " 

This  subject  furnished  the  topic  for  remarks  from  Maj.-Gen. 
Clinton  B.  Fiske,  of  St  Louis,  Mo. ;  C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland, 
O. ;  Moore,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  and  J.  H.  Emminger,  of  Mans- 
field, O. 

Brevity  in  prayers  and  remarks,  with  directness,  earnestness, 
simplicity ;  with  frequent  and  hearty  singing,  were  commended. 

It  was  suggested  that  good  examples  had  been  given  in  this 
direction,  in  the  prayer  meetings  held  during  the  week  in  Portland. 

W.  J,  Carlton,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Credentials,  asked  leave  to  make  his  final  report  Number  of 
delegates,  773.    Corresponding  members,  57.     Total,  830. 

He  also  recommended  the  following  resolution : 

Resoleed,  That  the  Executive  Ccnnmittee  prepare  a  plan  for  fiudlitatiiig  the 
preparation  of  the  roU  of  the  Convention  for  the  next  year. 

Adopted. 

J.  L  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Chairman  of  the  Business 
Committee,  reported  the  exercises  of  this  and  to-morrow  evening. 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Services  reported  for  this  evening, 
and  to-morrow  morning  and  evening. 

By  vote  of  the  Convention,  all  business  and  discussions  closed 
at  half  past  five  o'clock,  and  the  time  until  six  was  to  be  devoted 
to  prayer. 

The  President  yielded  the  chair  to  H.  Thane  Miller,  who  led 
the  half-hour  servica 

All  rose  and  sang  to  the  good  old  tune  of  "  China' 
"  Alas  I  and  did  my  Saviour  bleed  ?  " 

Then  a  season  of  silent  prayer  was  had.  The  remainder  of  the 
time  was  spent  in  brief  and  fervent  petitions,  nearly  all  in  the 
audience  kneeling,  with  a  verse  sung  occasionally,  and  a  brief 
remark  or  request  for  prayer. 

With  singing,  prayer  and  the  benediction,  the  Convention 
adjourned. 
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SATURDAY— EvENiKG  Session. 

This  was  held  in  the  City  Hall,  on  Congress  street 

As  an  introduction  to  the  service,  Mr.  Doane,  of  Ohio,  accom- 
panied by  the  cabinet  organ,  led  in  singing  the  hymn,  "  Sweet 
Hour  of  Prayer,^*  in  which  the  large  audience  promptly  joined. 

The  President,  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  gave  out  the  hymn, 
"Work,  for  the  Night  is  Coming,"  which  was  sung  by  the 
audience — a  good  example  of  what  singing  by  the  congregation 
might  be. 

The  twelfth  chapter  of  Isaiah  was  read  by*  Rev.  George  F. 
Tewksbury,  of  Portland. 

Rev.  George  M.  Boynton,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  led  in  prayer. 

The  President  made  appropriate  opening  remarks. 

James  Stokes,  Jr.,  of  New- York,  read  a  letter  and  report, 
received  by  to-day's  mail,  from  the  Young  Men*s  Christian 
Union  in  Paris,  France.  Mr.  S.  added  some  remarks  respecting 
this  and  some  other  Associations  in  Europe  and  other  countries 
which  he  had  recently  visited  or  heard  from. 

Paris,  July  %d,  1869. 

Brethren. — I  return  your  circular  with  the  answers  to  the  questions  it  con- 
tains. I  hope  it  wiU  reach  you  at  Portland  just  in  time  for  your  Convention. 
We  trust  the  Lord  wiU  cause  His  richest  blessingrg  to  rest  upon  your  meetings, 
and  fiU  your  hearts  with  joy  and  peace  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  All  the  members 
of  our  Association  join  me  in  sending  you  a  cordial  Christian  greeting,  and 
requesting  your  earnest  prayers  on  our  behalf.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
to  carry  on  Evangelistic  operations  throughout  the  whole  of  Paris,  and  we 
hope  much  good  will  result  from  the  organized  effort  which  will  be  attempted 
next  Sunday,  to  reach  the  thousands  of  young  men  in  this  large  and  wicked 
city  who  are  on  the  broad  road  to  destruction.    Brethren,  pray  for  us. 

We  trust  the  Lord  wiU  be  with  you,  and  bless  you  abundantly  in  your  great 
gathering.  " 

"  They  that  feared  the  Lord  spake  one  to  another ;  and  the  Lord  hearkened, 
and  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him  for  them  that 
feared  the  Lord  and  that  thought  upon  his  name.  And  they  shall  be  mine, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels;  and  I  will 
spare  them  as  a  man  spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth  him.*'  (Malachi  iii,  16 
and  17). 

Brethren,  bind  this  gracious  promise  to  your  hearts. 

Yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  N.  COTE, 

Secretary, 


79 

The  President  commended  the  Paris  Association  to  the  sym- 
pathy and  prayers  of  the  Christians  of  this  country,  and  a  visit 
to  it  should  they  go  to  France.  He  called  on  the  Rev.  J.  McC. 
Holmes,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  to  lead  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for 
the  success  which  had  attended  the  efforts  of  this  organization, 
and  for  His  blessing  to  follow  them. 

After  uniting  in  this  prayer  the  Convention  sang,  with  great 
zest,  ''  The  Morning  Light  is  Breaking." 

The  topic  for  the  evening,  as  announced  by  the  President,  was : 
"How  shall  we  reach  and  influence  for  good,  the  young  men 
coming  to  our  large  towns  and  cities  ?" 

Remarks  were  made  by  Wm.  F.  Lee,  of  New- York,  who  referred 
to  the  power  of  an  attractive  room,  furnished  by  the  Association, 
located  in  a  pleasant  street,  and  to  the  influence  which  its  mem- 
bers might  exert  if  diligent  He  advised  using  the  press  by  ad- 
vertising meetings  and  entertainments  liberally,  and  also  the  ex- 
tending to  strangers  a  warpi  hand  of  welcome,  and  a  meal,  if 
.  necessary. 

H  L.  Chamberlain,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  spoke  of  the  num- 
bei-s  of  ygung  men  in  that  city,  away  from  home,  and  often  poor 
and  friendless — and  how  there,  as  in  all  other  places,  the  way  to 
influence  them,  was  to  go  after  them,  and  take  an  interest  in  them. 

Matthew  Henry  Hodder,  of  London,  Eng.,  could  add  his  testi- 
mony as  to  the  happy  results  which  had  followed  personal  effort 
in  England,  and  within  his  own  observation  and  knowledge  in 
leading  young  men  into  the  paths  of  virtue  and  piety.  Good 
may  be  done  by  inviting  them  to  take  a  cup  of  tea  with  you,  of 
which  we  think  much  in  our  country ;  by  affording  them  pecu- 
niary aid  in  a  kind  and  gentle  way ;  by  an  encouraging  word ;  by 
writing  letters.  He  thought  the  secret  of  getting  souls  to  Christ 
lies  in  seizing  the  best  opportunity  offered.  "  As  ye  have  opportu- 
nity, do  good  unto  all  men."  We  can  do  something  in  our  asso- 
ciational  capacity,  but  he  desired  to  feel  and  have  others  feel  the 
force  of  individual  responsibility — as  ye  have  opportunity.  IJe 
spoke  of  ways  to  win  souls ;  kind  words,  helpful  acts,  and  wisdom 
in  awakening  interest     One  might  be  too  direct ;  he  might  not 
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cautiously  prepare  the  ground  for  the  reception  of  the  Word.  He 
closed  with  an  impressive  appeal  drawn  from  the  words  of  Jesus 
to  his  disciple,  Peter,  when  he  had  lapsed  from  his  allegiance : 
"Lovest  thou  me?"  Individualizing  and  repeating,  he  said: 
"Lovest  THOU  me?"  The  speaker's  words  were  very  tender  and 
appropriate,  and  his  presence  in  the  Convention  proved  a  source 
of  much  pleasure  and  profit  to  its  members. 

William  K.  Jennings,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  said  that  the  difficulty 
was  not  that  we  cannot  help  the  young  men,  but  that  we  do  not 
set  about  it,  and  often  are  not  willing  to  do  it 

The  Convention  united  in  singing  "  Never  be  Afraid  to  Speak 
to  Jesus." 

Major-General  Clinton  B.  Fiske,  of  St  Louis,  remarked  that 
drafted  men  did  not  work  as  heartily  and  vigorously  as  volun- 
teers, and  went  on  to  enforce  the  point  of  personal  effort  K  he 
had  ever  accomplished  any  good,  by  the  grace  of  God  it  was  in 
this  way.  He  referred  to  one  case  where  he  invited  a  young  man 
in  poverty  and  rags,  to  his  own  house,  to  his  table,  and  to  his  family 
prayers,  and  to  the  sweet  influence  of  home,  and  spoke  of  the  happy 
results  which  followed.  Pastors  may  do  much  by  noticing  young 
men,  and  bringing  the  attention  of  the  members  of  their  churches 
and  the  Associations  to  them.  He  spoke  of  the  attractive  rooms 
which  have  been  provided  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  of  his 
city,  and  said  that  when  young  men  came  to  St  Louis  the  clergy- 
men and  members  of  the  Association  sought  out  those  who  had 
come  as  strangers  into  their  midst,  and  brought  them  under  the 
influence  of  their  meetings.  He  spoke  of  the  fact  that  letters 
received  from  mothers  whose  sons  had  gone  to  the  West,  had 
often  been  the  means  by  which,  without  making  known  the  fact 
to  the  young  men  themselves,  those  who  were  wandering,  and 
even  far  gone,  had  been  reclaimed  to  virtue  and  Christianity. 

Mr.  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  was  called  upon  to 
close  the  discussion.  In  his  city  the  Association  has  a  committee 
to  whom  business  of  this  sort  is  especially  committed.  He  would, 
if  possible,  keep  young  men  from  coming  under  the  necessarilj^ 
contaminating  influences  of  the  cities,  but  if  they  come  he  would 
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have  some  one  send  a  letter  which  would  help  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to 
seek  them  out  and  to  do  them  good. 

The  President  here  made  a  few  well  chosen  remarks  upon  the 
folly  of  young  men  coming  to  the  cities  with  the  idea  that  they 
may  there,  in  a  little  while,  learn  all  about  business,  amass  wealth 
and  be  ready  to  return  to  those  whom  they  have  left  behind 

Mr.  J.  R  Sypher,  of  Philadelphia,  said :  Young  men  come  to 
our  cities  generally  with  one  of  two  objects  in  view,  viz. :  either 
for  the  purpose  of  seeking  employment,  or  to  take  positions  which 
they  have  previously  engaged.     In  either  case  they  come  among 
strangers,  go  into  boarding  houses,  where  they  are  not  weU  situ- 
ated to  spend  their  evenings ;  and  the  terribleness  of  the  evening 
hours  upon  the  street,  for  a  young  man  who  is  a  stranger,  no  one 
can  over-statei    Just  here  the  Young  Men*s  Christian  Association 
comes  in  to  do  its  work.    It  sends  out  its  young  men  to  seek  and 
save  the  stranger,  by  bringing  him  into  a  pleasant  hall,  where 
there  are  books  and  newspapers  and  good  society.     This  organ- 
ization should  be  supported  and  encouraged  by  business  men. 
It  helps  to  make  clerks  honest  and  clear-headed.     Christians  un- 
derstand well  the  use  of  all  this,  but  it  should  be  appreciated  also 
as  a  measure  of  business  economy, 

John  L  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  spoke  of  the  prayer- 
meeting  as  an  important  agency  in  helping  young  men.  Get 
inspiration  here,  and  go  out  and  invite  yoimg  men  into  it  He 
closed  by  urging  the  claims  of  practical,  personal  piety  upon  the 
young  men  and  others  present,  that  they  might  come  to  know 
and  receive  Christ — ^whom  to  know  aright  is  life  and  peaca 

Robert  "Weidensall,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  furnished  some  im- 
pressive illustrations  of  the  results  of  personal  effort  and  attention 
to  the  laborers  on  the  Hne  of  the  Union  and  Pacific  Eailroad, 
where  he  has  been  employed  among  them  as  a  laborer  and  as  a 
missionary. 

The  hymn  was  sung : 

"  O,  how  I  loTo  Jeeufl." 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  just  received  a  dispatch 
from  the  Governor  of  Maine,  which  he  read : 
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"I  am  disappointed  in  not  heing  able  to  be  present  at  joxa  meeting,  as  I 
hoped.    Please  accept  the  assurance  of  my  interest  and  sympathy. 

JOSHUA  L.  CHAMBERLAIN." 

The  remarks  which  followed,  by  the  Eev.  S.  B.  Baraitz,  of 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Smyth,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Rev.  L.  R.  Piske,  D.D.,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  were  specially 
directed  to  the  enforcement  of  personal  piety,  holding  up  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord  as  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  and  to 
the  acceptance  of  Him  by  each  one  as  their  Saviour,  and  guide, 
and  portion,  with  a  new  and  hearty  and  sincere  consecration  to 
His  service  and  glory. 

The  Convention  then  stmg  the  hymn, 

"  Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  cross  V 

John  L  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Chairman  of  the  Busi- 
ness Committee,  offered  the  following  report : 

The  Convention  desires  to  express  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Portland,  its  sincere  gratitnde  for  the  cordial  invitation  which  it  gave  to  the 
delegates  to  visit  this  beautiful  diy,  and  for  the  warmth  of  the  hospitality  with 
which  its  members  received  them. 

To  the  Major  of  the  dty  who  so  heartily  welcomed  ns  to  the  mnnidpalit  j 
over  which  he  presides. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carruthers,  who  so  eloquently  addressed  us  in  behalf  of  the 
churches  of  the  city. 

To  the  officers  of  the  State  Street  Congregational  Church,  and  the  Rector  and 
officers  of  the  St.  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church  in  particular.  And  other  churches 
who  have  so  kindly  thrown  open  their  edifices  and  placed  at  our  control  all  their 
£Btcilities. 

To  our  brethren  of  the  various  churches,  and  to  our  fitiends  generally  who 
have  admitted  us  to  their  families,  and,  regardless  of  their  own  care,  have  made 
every  provision  for  our  comfort. 

To  the  railway  companies  who  have  reduced  their  fares  for  our  accommodation. 

To  such  hotels  as  have  done  the  same. 

To  the  Press  of  the  city,  and  the  correspondents  of  other  papers,  who  have 
^ven  our  discussions  so  wide  a  circulation. 

And  to  the  dtizens  who  have  attended  our  sessions,  and  in  so  many  ways  have 
shown  an  interest  in  us. 

To  these  we  owe,  and  render  our  heart-felt  gratUvde,  and  shall  long  remember 
those  whose  acquaintance  we  have  formed  under  such  pleasant  circumstances, 
and  whose  hospitality  we  have  received ;  and  in  taking  leave  of  them  here,  we 
can  truly  say  in  the  language  of  the  beautiful  hymn, 

"When  we  asunder  part, 

It  gives  us  inward  pain. 
But  we  shall  yet  be  joined  in  heart. 

And  hope  to  meet  again." 
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The  Eeport  was  accepted,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Your  Committee  would  also  recommend  that  all  unfinished 
business  of  the  Convention,  be  referred  to  the  Executiye  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  minutes  of  this  and  the  fiarewell  meeting. 

Adopted. 

Sheriff  Thomas,  of  Ontario,  in  behalf  of  the  Canadians  present 
desired  to  express  their  very  high  sense  of  the  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness shown  to  them.  Though  not  annexed  politically,  we  are 
annexed  in  heart ;  and  although  we  may  not  desire  to  be  conquered 
and  annexed  politically,  yet  we  must  admit  we  are  already  con- 
quered in  heart 

After  singing  the  Doxology, 

"  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow," 

the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Carruthers,  of  Portland, 
and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


SABBATH— July  18th. 

All  the  hours  of  the  Sabbath  were  appropriated  to  some  public 
religious  service. 

At  half  past  6  o'clock,  A.  M.  prayer  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Second  Baptist  Church,  Free  Street ;  Congress  Street  Methodist 
Church,  and  Casco  Street  P.  W.  Baptist  Church. 

At  nine  o'clock  a  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the  City  Hall, 
conducted  by  A  Jameson,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  Singing  led  by 
Silas  Parmer.  ,  The  hall  was  well  filled  below  and  the  exercises 
interesting. 

All  the  churches,  with  but  two  exceptions,  were  occupied  by 
ministers  or  delegates  to  the  Convention  fix)m  abroad. 

Sunday  Schocl  meetings  were  held  also  inmost  of  the  churches, 
for  the  second  service,  at  different  hours. 

The  meeting  at  10  o'clock  A  M.,  on  Central  Wharf,  sustained 
every  Sabbath  by  the  Portland  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  was  ad- 
dressed by  clerical  and  lay  delegates  from  abroad. 

Of  Open- Air  Meetings,  there  were  five,  commencing  at  six 
o'clock,  P.  M. 
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1.  Market  Square — Conducted  by  S.  S.  Denig,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

2.  Congress  Street,  opposite  City  Hall — Conducted  by  Rev.  Ghea 
A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

3.  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  Depot — Conducted  by  R  Weidensall, 
of  Omaha,  Nebraska 

4  West  Promenade — Conducted  by  Major-Gteneral  Clinton  B. 
Kske,  of  St  Louis,  Mo. 

5.  East  Promenada — Conducted  by  Rev.  J.  H  Smyth,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa 

The  following  list  of  other  services,  in  which  delegates  took 

part,  will  serve  to  show  how  fully  the  Sabbath  was  occupied : 

West  Congkbgational  Chubch.— Sabbath  School  eervice  at  11  o'clock,  A. 
M.  AddresBes  by  Rev.  J.  H.  ^nyth,  Philadelphia ;  H.  E.  Simmons,  BostcNi ;  Trot 
A.  Driff,  Montreal.  Afternoon  Service,  at  8  P.  M.,  preaching  by  Bev.  R  Mjt, 
Orange,  N.  Y.,  and  Rev.  Edward  Annand,  of  Windsor,  N.  S. 

Pine  Stbbbt  Chukch.— Service  lOi  A  M.  Preaching  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Heath, 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  Afternoon,  8  P.  M.,  preaching  by  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  Wheel- 
ing, West  Va. ;  Sunday  School,  at  li  P3i.,  addressed  by  W.  H.  Fisher,  Utica,  N. 
Y.,and  H.  A.  Sherwin,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Browh  Hall,  Cape  Elizabeth.— Preaching  at  2i  P.  M.,  by  R.  WeidensaU, 
Omaha. 

State  Stbebt  Chttbch. — ^Morning  service  lOi  A.  M.  A  sermon  to  young 
mfin  by  Rev.  J.  McC.  Holmes,  Hudson,  N.  Y.  Afternoon  service  8  P.  M.  Pub- 
lic Sunday  School  meeting,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  addressed  by  Major-Gen. 
Fiske,  of  St.  Louis,  H.  Thane  Miller,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  N.  Y., 
and  others. 

St.  Stefhek's  Chuboh. — Services  at  lOi  A.  M.  Preaohing  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Qrammer,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Afternoon,  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Walton ;  Sunday  School 
at  4  P.  M.,  addressed  by  Prof.  Wilson,  Toronto  University,  and  others. 

Cbntkal  Church. — Morning  service  10^  A.  M.  Addresses  bj  Matthew  W. 
Hodder  and  W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  N.  Y.  Afternoon  service  3  P.  M.  Addresses  by 
Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  Indianapolis,  Rev.  J.  E.  Cheshire,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 

High  Street  Chttrch. — Service  at  12  M ;  addressed  by  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr., 
Boston,  John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia,  and  H.  Thane  MiUer,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Free  Street  Baptist  Church. — Service  at  10^  A.  M.  Preaching  by  Rev. 
C.  Eddy,  Newark,  N.  J.  Sunday  School  service  at  12  M.,  addressed  by  H. 
Thane  MiUer,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mi^or-Gen.  Fiske,  St. 
Louis,  and  W.  H.  Doane,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Afternoon  service  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Preaching  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wylie,  of  PhUadelphia. 

Casco  Street  Church.— Morning  Service  at  10^  o'clock.  Preaching  by  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Baum,  D.D.,  York,  Pa.    Public  Sunday  School  service  at  8  P.  M.,  ad- 
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dressed  bj  Wm.  E.  Dod^^e,  Jr.,  of  New-York,  Cephas  l^Ainerd,  Kew-Tork,  Rer. 
G.  M.  Bojnton,  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  others. 

Chestnut  Street  M.  E.  Church. — ^Morning  service  at  10^  A.M.  Preach- 
ing to  joimg  men  by  Rev.  L.  R.  fiske,  Detroit.  Sunday  School  service 
U  P-  M.,  addressed  by  M%jor^en.  Flake,  St.  Louis,  M.  H.  Hodder,  London, 
and  H.  Thane  Miller,  QncinnatL  Afternoon  service,  8  P.  M.  Preaching  by 
Bev.  J.  M.  Buckley,  Stamford,  Conn. 

Patson  BiEMORiAL  CHURCH,  comer  of  Congress  and  Pearl  streets.  Morning 
service  at  1(H  o'clock.  Preaching  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Williams,  Frederick,  Md. 
Afternoon,  3  P.  M.  Sunday  School  addressed  by  Prof.  Wilson,  Toronto ;  John 
Wanamaker,  Philadelphia ;  M.  H.  Hodder,  London ;  H.  Thane  Miller  Cindn- 
nati,  Ohio. 

FntflT  Baftist  Church.— Morning  service,  1(H  o'clock.  Preaching  to 
young  men  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Chesliire,  N.  Y.  Afternoon  service,  Sunday  School 
at  3  P.  M.;  addressed  by  Major-General  Rske,  St.  Louis,  H.  Thane  Miller,  Cin- 
dnnati,  Ohio,  Rev.  J.  Q.  Butler,  D.  D.,  Washington,  and  N.  P.  Kemp,  Boston. 

Allen  Mission  Chapel,  comer  Locust  and  Cumberland  streets.  Publle 
Sunday  School  10^  A.  M.  Address^  by  Robert  Weidensall,  Omaha,  Silas  Fai^ 
mer,  Detroit,  and  H.  L.  Chamberlain,  San  Francisco.  Prayer  meeting  at  9i 
AM. 

St.  Lawrence  Street  Church.— Public  Sunday  School  services  at  10}.  Ad- 
dresses by  H.  Thane  Miller,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  E.  L.  Taylor,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  Lang  Shea^  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Preaching  at  8  P.  M.,  by  Rev.  George  A. 
Hall,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Congress  Street  M.  E.  Church. — Sunday  School  meeting  at  10}  A.  M. 
Addresses  by  General  C.  B.  Fiske,  and  others.  Preaching  at  8  P.  M.,  by  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    Morning  prayer-meeting  at  6}  o'clock. 

Bbthel  Church. — Morning  services  at  10}  o'clock.  Addresses  by  Rev.  J.  B. 
Bennett,  Rev.  E.  S.  Atwood,  Sidem,  Mass.  Sunday  School  addressed  l^^  George  E. 
Berteaux,  St.  Johns,  N.  B. 

Mission  Chapel,  DEERma's  Bridge.— Sunday  School  atl}  P.  M.  Addressed 
by  C.  C.  Collins,  Newark,  N.  J.,  D.  W.  Glass,  Balthnore,  and  others. 

WooDPORD's  Corner.— 10}  A.  M.,  Rev.  Neil  McKay,  of  St.  John,  and  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Leavitt,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

St.  Paul's  Church.— Rev.  J.  E.  Walton,  of  Rookford,  111.,  officiated  in  the 
Reception  Room,  0%j  Hall. 

Allen  Corner  Mission  School.— Public  Sunday  School  service  at  8  P.  M. 
Addreaees  by  C.  H.  Spooner,  and  W.  Ev  Thompson,  Bristol,  Silas  Farmer,  De- 
troit, H.  A.  Sherwin,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Lang  Sheaf,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Mouktforo  Street  A.  M.  E.  Church.— Morning  service  at  10^  o'clock. 
Afternoon  service  at  4^  P.M.,  Sunday  School.  Delegates  were  invited  to  address 
them. 


FAEEWELL  SERYICES.— Sabbath  EvENma,  July  18. 

The  Convention  assembled  in  the  City  Hall  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  which,  at  that  hour,  was  almost  filled  in  every  part,  by  an 
audience  of  nearly  8,000  persona 
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The  President^  Wm.  K  Dodge,  Jr.,  in  the  chair. 
The  opening  hymn  was  that  familiar  one, 

"An  hail  the  i>ower  of  Jesus'  name." 

Eev.  Dr.  Cairuthers,  of  Portland,  read  a  portion  of  Scripture. 

Eev.  B.  M.  Frink,  of  Portland,  led  in  prayer. 

The  President,  in  well-chosen  words,  stated  the  purpose  of  the 
meeting,  which  was  to  say  FarewelL 

The  first  address  of  the  evening  was  made  by  Eev.  J.  M.  Buck- 
ley, of  Stamford,  Conn.  He  considered  the  question.  What  is  to 
be  the  sequel  of  this  Convention  ?  Are  we  to  go  forth  to  do  more 
for  Christ?  And  what  will  be  one  of  our  greatest  obstacles? 
Surely,  an  exclusive  aristocracy.  But  what  a  mistake  do  such  ex- 
clusives  make  !  What  was  our  Captain  ?  A  friend  of  the  lowly. 
He  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  being  carefiil  that  we  avoid  a  spirit 
of  luxurious  idleness.  Beware  of  spasmodic  activity.  Beware 
of  moral  inconsistency  in  conversation.  He  spoke  of  what  would 
be  the  cure  of  these  evils.  Looking  unto  Jesus  was  the  panacea 
for  all  these  ills. 

Eussell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  next  spoke  to  the  topic,  which, 
he  said,  was  the  keynote  of  this  meeting,  Union.  He  illustrated, 
by  the  relation  of  an  incident,  relating  to  his  army  life,  how  those 
who  were  arrayed  against  each  other,  even  in  the  ranks  of  war, 
were  found  to  be  one  in  Christ 

President  Fairfield,  of  Hillsdale  College,  Michigan,  was  the 
next  speaker.  He  spoke  to  the  point  that  the  Christian's  work 
is  for  all  time,  while  that  of  the  man  of  the  world  perishes  with 
him  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  No  abstract  can  do  justice  to 
this  speecL 

The  Convention  next  listened  to  J.  S.  Maclean,  President  of 
the  Yoimg  Men's  Christian  Association  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
His  subject  was,  "  The  manliness  of  Christian  piety."  He  spoke  of 
the  kindness  with  which  the  representatives  of  the  Provinces  had 
been  received  here  in  the  families  of  this  city,  and  by  the  delegates 
of  the  Associations  in  the  United  States. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Grammer,  Eector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  in  Balti- 
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more,  followed.  His  motto  for  the  Associations,  "  Unity  in  the 
essentials — ^Liberty  in  the  non-essentials,"  was  certainly  a  yery 
good  one,  and  worthy  the  adoption  of  all  Christians. 

Mr.  John  B.  Warren,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  the  speaker  who 
followed  Dr.  Gi^ammer.  It  was  a  great  pleasure,  as  the  President 
remarked,  to  hear  from  this  representative  of  the  Southern  Asso- 
ciations. It  was  also  equally  interesting,  that  while  the  represen- 
tative for  the  Boston  Association,  Mr.  Sturgis,  spoke  to  the  topic, 
"  Union,"  the  representative  from  Charleston  spoke  to  the  senti- 
ment, the  strength  of  Union. 

The  President  here  very  opportunely  asked  the  Convention  to  • 
rise  and  sing  "America,"  which  was  done  with  much  earnestness. 

A  message  by  telegraph,  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  San  Francisco, 
was  next  read.  It  was  one  of  fraternal  greetings,  and  stated  that 
daily  prayer  meetings  were  now  held  in  the  Associations  of  that 
city. 

Eev.  Asa  Dalton,  of  the  St  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church  of  Port- 
land, was  the  next  speaker.  His  remarks  were  expressive  of  most 
cordial  union,  and  of  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  the  city  for  the 
good  that  has  been  done  by  the  meetings  of  the  Convention. 

Rev.  A.  K  P.  Small,  of  the  Free  Street  Baptist  Church  of  this 
dty,  also  spoke  very  warmly  in  parting  words  to  our  guests.  He 
felt  thankAil,  sorrowfril  as  was  this  parting,  that  this  Convention 
was  to  go  forth  to  all  parts  of  this  continent,  and  labor  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  His  remarks  were  indeed  eloquent  as  he  referred 
to  the  hopeful  future  of  the  Associations. 

Mr.  A  J.  Chase,  of  the  Portland  Association,  was  here  called 
out,  and  as  its  President,  spoke  the  appropriate  words  of  farewell 
for  the  organization  which  had  extended  the  invitation  to  the 
Convention  to  assemble  here  the  present  year.  Mr.  Chase's  ad- 
dress is  as  follows : 

Mr,  PremderU  and  Delegates  of  the  InUrwUional  Convention  of  Toung  Men*9 
Chrittian  AeeocicUume : 

When  in  June,  1868,  our  Aasociation  extended,  by  a  unanimoos  Yote,tlie  invi, 
tfttion  for  you  to  meet  with  hb  thiB  year,  so  numerous  and  strong  were  the 
eUims  of  other  cities  and  Associations,  that  we  hardly  dared  to  hope  for  so  glo- 
liouB  a  result.  When  the  telegraph  announced  that  by  an  almost  unanimous 
Tote  our  invitation  had  been  accepted,  our  hearts  were  filled  with  gladness,  and 
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we  hare  been  looking  forward  from  that  time  imtil  tlie  daj  when  70a  had 
assembled  in  oar  midst,  with  gratitude  to  God  that  we  were  to  be  the  redpiente 
of  your  fftTors. 

As  your  delegations  were  announced  from  city  and  town  from  a  large  part  of 
our  country  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  we  implored  the  Divine  protection 
upon  you,  as  you  left  those  who  were  near  and  dear  to  you,  to  come  together  in 
earnest  and  solemn  conference. 

We  met  you  with  the  warmest  welcome  which  the  heart  knew,  as  we  clasped 
your  hands  for  the  first  time  as  brothers  in  Christ.  The  bonds  of  our  Associa- 
tion hare  made  you  so  very  dear  to  us  that  words  cannot  express  our  feel- 
ings of  regard.  The  love,  the  earnestness,  and  the  devotion  which  you  have 
exhibited  for  Jesus  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  have  left  an  impress  upon  our 
hearts  and  minds,  which  we  trust  will  never  be  effitced«  In  the  days  of  your 
meeting  which  have  passed  so  swiftly  and  so  delightfully,  as  a  beautiful  morn- 
ing's dream,  you  have  gained  a  deep  and  lasting  place  in  the  hearts  of  all  the 
people.  For  this  we  most  earnestly  prayed,  and  now  devoutly  thank  oar 
Heavenly  Father  that  He  has  given  to  you  and  to  us  to  be  used  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  such  i>ower  for  good  among  our  fellow  men. 
But,  dear  brethren,  our  meetings  for  business,  so  pleasing  to  all,  and  fraught 
with  so  great  consequences,  our  solemn  and  impressive  seasons  of  prayer  and 
praise,  have  all  passed,  and  we  are  soon  to  take  each  other  by  the  hand  to  s&j 
frirewell.  How  inadequate  are  any  words  which  I  can  use  to  express  the  feel- 
ings and  emotions  of  the  members  of  our  Association  at  this  parting.  Our 
souls  have  been  so  firmly  knit  together  with  yours  in  these  seasons  of  holy  con- 
vocation, that  even  the  thought  of  our  separation  fills  us  with  the  deepest  sad- 
ness. But  it  is  not  for  us  to  remain  together  here;  that  union  where  there  will 
be  no  parting  lies  beyond.  You  are  to  return,  with  God's  blessing,  to  your 
homes  and  fields  of  labor  to  work  for  Jesus,  and  in  this  we  bid  you  GK>d-speed, 
trusting  that  at  some  future  day  many  of  us,  at  least,  may  share  each  other's 
joys  in  scenes  like  those  through  which  we  have  just  passed. 

Tou  take  with  you  the  deep  gratitude  of  our  entire  Association,  and  of  all 
true  followers  of  Christ  in  our  midst.  They  will  remember  you  and  your  deeda 
and  words  of  love  so  long  as  life  shall  last,  and  will  ever  pray  that  God's  bless- 
ing may  follow  you  in  all  your  works.  And  as  you  go,  may  Jesus  meet  you  in 
the  way.    Good  bye,  then,  **ye  workers  in  the  ranks  of  Jesus."    Good  bye. 

H.  Thane  Miller  led  the  Convention  in  singing  the  hymn, 
"  Waiting  by  the  Eiver,"  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  next  speaker  was  Eev.  W.  Morley  Punshon,  of  London, 
England.  He  spoke  directly  and  most  eloquently  to  the  young 
men.  Yoimg  men  should  b^  well  furnished ;  should  be  sure  of 
the  views  they  hold,  and  of  the  best  way  to  use  them  for  doing 
good.  He  quoted  f]X)m  Scripture  very  appropriately  to  show  the 
authority  that  there  is  for  demanding  knowledge  as  an  element  in 
a  successful  life  career. 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  was  next  introduced. 
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After  singing,  by  request,  a  few  verses  of  the  "  Old,  Old  Story," 
Mr.  Miller  spoke  most  feelingly  to  the  young  men  of  Portland. 

The  President,  W.  R  Dodge,  Jr.,  of  New-York,  then  uttered 
tis  own  words  of  farewelL  He  hoped  that  if  any  word  or  ruling 
of  his  had  given  any  brother  oflfense,  it  would  be  forgiven.  Let 
us  go  home  with  gentle  words  and  loving  deeds.  To-day  a  good 
old  man  in  this  city  had  said  to  him,  "  You  are  going  back  to  the 
City  of  New- York ;  I  have  a  son  there ;  won't  you  seek  him  out 
and  bring  him  under  good  influences  ?"  Everywhere  that  we  shall 
go  there  will  be  somebody's  son,  and  we  may  do  him  good  if  we 
wilL 

With  clasped  hands  the  Convention  sang  "  Say,  Brothers,  will 
you  meet  us  ?"  The  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Car- 
ruthers,  D.D.,  of  this  city,  and  on  motion  of  J.  L  Piatt,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  next  year  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  at  10  o'clock,  in  joyous  praises  to  God,  in 
heartfelt  gratitude  and  in  sadness  at  parting,  the  delegates  to  the 
Convention  separated  to  renew  their  conflicts  with  sin,  and  labors 
for  GtxL  It  was  a  blessed  hour ;  blessed  in  all  the  associations 
of  the  past,  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  happy  friend- 
ships formed  or  continued,  and  thrice  blessed  in  the  moral  strength 
imparted  to  all  by  the  presence  and  power  of  Jesus, 


§mhiAkM  mA  ^mmmtnAmiitiW 


OF  THB 


CONVENTIONS  OF  1864,  1885,  1866,  1867  and  1868, 

ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 


[Beprinted  hy  order  of  the  ComenHon  of  1809.] 


BOSTON,  1864. 

Betohed,  That  this  Conyention  recommendB  to  the  yariouB  ABSodations  the 
neoessitj  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  a  more  extended  labor  in  behalf  of  the 
Temperance  cause,  in  order  that  the  g^reat  evil  of  intemperance  may  be  checked 
SB  fiur  as  possible,  and  nltimatelj  removed,  and  that  the  Toong  Men's  Christian 
Anodations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  be  requested  to  make 
use  of  such  agencies  as  may  seem  proper  for  the  aooompliahment  of  this  great 


Whereas,  Dancing,  card-playing,  theatre-going,  and  intemperance  in  various 
forms,  are,  to  a  fearful  extent,  becoming  the  besetting  sins  of  professing  Chris- 
tians in  this  country ;  and  whereas,  all  who  do  these  things  are  thus  vainly 
striving  to  do  what  our  Saviour  has  explicitly  declared  to  be  impossible  when 
he  said,  "  Ye  cannot  serve  GK>d  and  mammon ;"  and  whereas,  to  all  such  that 
Scripture  which  saith  "  Woe  unto  those  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion,"  is  applicable ; 
therefore  be  it 

Beedved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and 
of  every  member  of  each  of  said  Associations,  to  oppose  these  sins  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power;  and  especially  to  oppose  them  by  their  example  in 
abstaining  from  them. 


PHILADELPHIA,  1865. 
Whereae,  In  view  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  reaching  young  men  and  others 
of  the  poorer  classes,  and  bringing  around  them  the  restraints  of  Christian 
influences;  and  whereas,  tenement  house  and  cottage  prayer-meetings,  by 
which  the  Gospel  is  carried  to  them  in  their  own  homes,  is  the  most  effectual 
means  of  accomplishing  this  purpose ;  therefore. 

Besotted,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  especial  attention  of  its 
members  the  above  subjects. 
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Also  recommending: 

1.  Perseyering  and  nniversal  Tract  distribution. 

2.  That  with  this  Tract  distribution  be  united  inquiry  as  to  the  denomina- 
tional preferences  of  those  who  neglect  the  Church,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
introduced  to  the  notice  of  pastors  and  churches  of  such  denominations. 

8.  That  out-door  meetings  and  street  preaching  be  employed  as  fkr  as 
possible. 

In  the  employment  of  these  means,  systematic  Christian  visitation  is  ludiB- 
pensable,  together  with  such  other  means  as  may  seem  especially  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  each  community. 


Besohed,  That  in  making  arrangements  for  the  next  annual  Conrention,  the 
Executive  Committee,  in  preparing  its  business,  arrange  for  not  less  than  three 
successive  days  and  evenings  to  be  devoted  to  the  business  of  the  Convention, 
thus  leaving  the  Convention  the  privilege  of  accepting  or  rejecting  any  invita- 
tions that  may  be  presented  to  them. 


ALBANY.  1866. 
Besomed,  That  the  Convention  instruct  the  Corresponding  Member  of  the  ESz- 
ecutive  Committee  of  each  State,  District,  Territory,  and  Province,  to  call  a  Con- 
vention of  the  Associations  in  such  State,  &c.  (after  consultation  with  the  Asso- 
ciations), annually  in  the  autunm. 

Besolvedf  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Conmiittee  be 
instructed  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  for  the  organization  of  Associations 
in  their  respective  Districts. 

Besoked,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  to  set  apart  the  first* 
Sunday  in  November  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  Increase  and  iq>iritual  prosperity 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  throughout  the  world. 

Besohedf  That  we  invite  all  kindred  Associations  in  every  land  to  unite  with 
us  on  that  day  in  praying  for  this  object. 

Besohed,  That  we  most  earnestly  request  the  clergy  generally  to  address  their 
congregations  on  that  day  on  the  object  and  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations. 

Besohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested 
to  issue  a  circular  before  the  15th  day  of  September  next,  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  world  to  the  action  of  this 
Convention. 


Whereas,  A  better  system  of  correspondence  and  co-operation  between  Associa- 
tions is  desirable :  therefore 

*  Sabseqaent  Conventions  hftve  fixed  npon  the  940ond  Sabbath  in  lil'oTember,  annnaUy,  m 
the  Day  of  Prayer. 


93 

Reaohed,  That  the  ExecatSve  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  list  oi 
AflBociations,  with  the  address  of  some  member  in  each,  to  whom  commnnicationB 
can  be  sent.     A  copy  of  said  list  to  be  sent  to  each  Association.    , 

Besciced,  That  in  all  cases  where  yoxmg  men  remove  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
one  Association  to  that  of  another,  we  recommend  the  sending  of  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction. 

Resolved,  That  we  further  recommend  the  sending  of  a  brief  report  each 
quarter,  from  each  Association,  to  the  Executive  Committee,  in  order  that  a  review 
of  the  work  throughout  the  land  maj'  be  given  in  the  Journal  to  be  published. 


Wheretu,  Large  numbers  of  young  men  congregate  in  towns  and  cities,  away 
from  home  influences  and  parental  restraints,  and  where  multitudes  of  them 
are  led  into  evil  courses,  from  being  crowded  in  boarding-houses,  destitute  of 
all  moral  and  Christian  influences  ;  therefore  be  it 

Beaoined,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  a  carefully  prepared  list  of  houses, 
pervaded  by  a  kindly  Christian  influence,  be  kept  at  the  rooms  of  each  Associa- 
tion on  thiB  continent ;  and 

Besolted,  That  the  members  of  these  Associations  be  recommended  to  render 
every  assistance  in  their  power  to  young  men  who  may  be  thrown  as  strangers 
in  their  midst,  and  seeking  homes. 


Whereas,  The  time  has  arrived  when  circumstances  make  it  our  duty,  as  a 
Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 
Irtish  Provinces,  to  express  our  judgment  upon  the  relations  of  amusements 
to  Christianity,  as  embodied  in  this  organisation ;  therefore  be  it 

Beaoliwd,  That  we  bear  our  energetic  testimony  against  dancing,  card  and 
UUiard  playing,  as  so  distinctively  wordly  in  their  associations,  and  unspiritual 
in  their  influence,  as  to  be  utterly  inoonslBtent  with  our  professions  as  the  disci- 
ples of  Christ. 

Besohed,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  the  purely  spiritual 
needs  of  young  men,  their  natures  crave  some  form  of  amusing  recreation,  we 
earnestly  advise  the  adoption  of  any  kind  of  amusement  which  may  bo  harm- 
less in  itself,  and  not  made  injurious  by  wordly  associations,  and  which  shall 
impart  a  home  atmosphere  to  our  rooms. 

Beedvedf  That  while  we  thus  recognize  a  need  of  our  common  nature,  and 
advise  our  local  societies  to  provide  for  it,  we  must  earnestly  insist  upon  the 
duty  of  making  this  subordinate  to  our  high  spiritual  work,  as  a  means  to  the 
attainment  of  the  great  aim  of  the  salvation  of  the  soul  and  its  preparation  for 
practical  usefulness  for  Christ. 

Beached,  That  we  heartily  concur  in  the  following  declarations  adopted  in 
the  World's  Conferuice  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  held  at  Elber. 
field,  August,  1865: 

1.  That  it  iff  one  of  the  chief  datieB  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Assodations  to 
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awaken^  preserve,  and  adrance  the  oommonion  of  Christian  life  amongfst  yoimg 
men. 

2.  That  this  communion  of  Christian  life  can  only  be  truly  healthy  and 
blessed  when  it  comes  fix>m  the  true  communion  of  the  heart  with  GK>d. 

3.  That  the  Associations  hare,  before  all  things,  to  strive  that  this  commu- 
nion with  God  be  awakened  amongst  young  men  by  faithful  use  of  the  means 
of  grace,  and  diligent  study  of  God's  Word. 

4.  That  this  Conference  can  only  regard  those  Associations  as  having  the 
true  principles  of  Association  before  them,  which  cherish  this  communion  of 
Christian  life,  resulting  from  the  hidden  communion  of  the  heart  with  Qod. 


MONTREAL,  1867. 

Beaoked,  That  this  Convention,  in  the  name  of  the  Associations  they  represent, 
honor  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  recognize,  with  affectionate  interest,  the 
earnest  men  who  are  engaged  in  it.  And  while  the  proper  work  of  Toung 
Men's  Christian  Associations  is  sufficient  reason  to  excuse  their  entering  actively, 
as  Associations,  into  the  temperance  cause,  the  Convention  gladly  and  earnestly 
desire  that  every  member  should  individually  use  his  best  talent  and  inflaence 
in  that  cause  everywhere. 


Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  all  Associations  be  especially  requested  to  aid 
in  the  formation  of  colored  Associations  throughout  the  South. 


We  earnestly  recommend  the  holding  of  State  and  Local  Conventions,  for  the 
discussion  of  practical  topics,  intimately  connected  with  our  work ;  and  that 
the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  of  each  State  and 
Province,  be  requested  to  correspond,  at  an  early  date,  with  the  Associations  in 
their  field  upon  this  subject. 

That  we  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Committee,  contained  in 
suggestion  No.  7,  upon  the  desirableness  of  making  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  each  Association  a  permanent  officer,  instead  of  making  an  annual 
change  in  this  office,  believing  that  such  action  would  conduce  to  greater 
effidency  in  this  important  department. 


WhereM,  The  younger  Associations  have  sought  the  counsel  of  the  Conven- 
tion with  reference  to  the  methods  and  instrumentalities  to  be  employed  in  their 
work,  especially  as  to  the  use  of  games  of  amusement  in  their  rooms ;  and 

WherecUy  We  consider  this  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  work  of 
Christian  Associations  throughout  the  land  and  the  world ;  therefore,  be  it 
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Besdvzd,  That  this  Conyention  regards  the  hitroduction  of  games  into  the 
rooms  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  for  the  entertainment  or  amuse- 
ment of  jonng  men,  as  fraught  with  evil,  dangerous  to  the  best  interests  of 
Assodations,  compromising  to  Christian  integrity,  and  dishonoring  to  our 
blessed  Blaster  and  Teacher,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


Be9ol/oed,  That  the  Executiye  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare,  for  the  use 
of  their  corresponding  members,  a  document  containing  information  relative 
to  the  formation  of  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  containing  sug- 
gestions npon  the  best  methods  of  prosecuting  their  labors. 


Be»dhed,  That  Associations  of  one  hundred  members,  or  less,  be  represented 
in  the  Annual  Conventions  by  three  delegates,  and  that  for  every  additional 
hundred  members,  or  fraction  of  a  hundred  exceeding  fifty,  one  additional  dele- 
gate be  allowed ;  but  that  no  delegation  shall  be  composed  of  more  than  fifteen 
members.    Representation  to  be  based  on  male  membership  only. 


Betohed,  That  in  the  daily  prayer  meetings  which  have  been  established 
throughout  the  land,  this  Convention  recognizes  a  means  whereby  Christian 
onion  may  be  encouraged  and  strengthened,  and  also  where  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  our  youn^  men  may  be  called  out  and  made  greatly  serviceable  to  both  saints 
and  sinners. 

Retohed,  That  we  recommend  to  all  associated  with  us  in  the  extension  of 
the  Qospel  of  Christ  that  such  meetings,  wherever  established,  receive  all  the 
aid  in  our  power  to  render,  and  that  where  they  do  not  exist  in  any  town  or  city 
an  effi)rt  be  made  at  once  to  originate  them. 


Iie9olf)€d,  That  hereafter  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Convention  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  be 
selected  from  the  list  of  active  members  only  of  the  various  Associations  to  be 
represented. 


Beiohed,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  all  Associations  make  it  a 
BpedaX  duty  to  urge  clergymen,  and  other  friends  of  young  men,  who  are  about 
to  locate  in  other  cities,  to  furnish  them  with  letters  to  the  Christian  Associations 
in  those  cities,  so  that  they  may  find  themselves  at  once  among  Christian  friends 
and  under  good  influences. 


DETROIT,  1868. 

Beached,  That  steadfinstness  in  our  Associations  can  only  be  attained  through 
BteadfutnesB  in  practical  piety  of  individual  members.    It  is  the  duty,  therefore. 
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of  erery  converted  member  to  see  that  he  "  gn^ws  in  gprace  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth/'  by  living  in  daily  and  hourly  communion  with  the  precious 
Saviour,  and  by  carrying  the  Divine  Spirit  of  that  communion  with  him  into  all 
the  business  of  life.  And,  as  the  Divine  injunction  is,  "  Let  him  that  heareth, 
niij  come/'  not  a  day  should  pass  without  asking  some  unconverted  one  to  come 
ti>  Jl«us.  Thus  can  we  best  render  practical  our  piety,  keep  it  steadfast,  and  carry 
Lii  the  Master's  name  salvation  to  the  unconverted.  And  to  this  work  let  every 
m^jmber  pledge  himself,  God  being  his  helper. 


HmH/oed,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  members  to  make  special  personal  efibrts  for 
tliQ  salvation  of  stranger  young  men,  to  greet  them  as  brothers  beloved  in  the 
Lord,  whose  souls  are  precious  in  the  Master's  sight,  and  to  ^ve  them  the  cordial 
gmep  of  the  Christian  hand,  warm  with  the  love  of  the  Christian  heart ;  and 
tlmt  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  pride  must  be  deposed,  false  dignity  be 
dethroned,  and  diffidence  overcome.  Imitating  the  example  of  our  blessed 
l^nviour,  may  it  be  our  delight  to  go  about  doing  good ;  and,  making  it  our  meat 
and  drink  to  do  our  Father's  will,  however  and  wherever  manifested,  we  shall 
&i4aUy,  with  those  whom  God  has  given  us,  rest  from  labor  and  enjoy  its  fruit ! 


Bisohed,  That,  as  these  organizations  bear  the  name  of  Christian,  and  profess 
to  bo  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour's  service,  so  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to 
maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  affidrs,  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as 
Divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical,  and  that  such  persons,  and  none  others,  should 
be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office. 

lUsdloed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Corresponding  Members  are 
hereby  instructed  to  employ  all  proper  means  to  secure  the  adoption  of  this  test 
of  active  membership  by  all  the  Associations,  and  especially  to  secure  its  incor- 
poration in  the  most  permanent  form  in  the  Constitutions  of  all  Associations  that 
may  hereafter  be  formed. 


Rfntdf/Mdf  That  this  Convention  heartily  approves  of  lay  preaching,  not  be- 
cause it  considers  laymen  better  preachers  than  the  clergymen,  but  because  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  whole  world  is  too  large  a  work  for  the  ministry 
alone  to  do,  and  too  important  a  work  to  be  left  undone ;  that  we  recommend 
that  our  Associations  undertake  the  work  of  lay  preaching  ;  that  each  Associ- 
iLtinn  select  and  appoint,  for  this  work,  so  many  of  its  members  as  it  deems  neces- 
BEiry  and  competent;  that  the  qualifications  of  those  who  engage  in  the  work 
Bbonld  be  earnest  piety,  an  xmstained  character,  good  sense  and  aptness  to  teach, 
m\<X  that  the  services  should  be  short,  varied  in  their  character,  and  in  all  cases 
wl  I  ere  possible,  the  preacher  should  be  aided  by  an  efficient  corps  of  singers, 
ruad  of  brethren  ready  to  either  pray  or  exhort. 


lU^aiiud,  Thai  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  be, 
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and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  call  State  or  District  C'onventions  of  the 
Associations  on  their  own  fields  daring  the  year,  either  in  their  own  names,  as 
the  representatives  of  this  Convention,  or  in  connection  with  the  local  Executive 
Committees,  in  all  cases  when  the  same  is  practicable. 

Heaved,  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  make,  at  least,  quarterly  reports  of  all  Asso- 
ciation matters  on*  their  own  fields,  to  the  Executive  Committee ;  and  that  the 
same  be  made  at  least  four  weeks  before  the  days  fixed  for  the  regular  issue  of 
the  Quarterlf/, 

Retoived,  That  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  next  be  especially  set  apart 
as  a  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  blessing  of  Almighty  6K)d  to  rest  upon  our  work, 
and  that  the  Associations  throughout  the  world  seek  to  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  aU  the  clergymen  in  the  observance  of  the  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  issue  a  circular 
containing  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
throughout  the  world;  and  that  the  Associations  be  requested  to  report  the 
results  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  Committee. 


Rejoiced,  That  all  Associations  throughout  the  land  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  organize  and  maintain  Association  prayer-meetings,  and  that, 
wherever  practicable,  they  be  held  daily. 


Resolved,  That  the  Convention  honors  the  Christian  Press  of  America,  and 
recommends  that  the  Associations  avail  themselves  of  this  instrumentality 
more  than  ever  before,  at  the  same  time  imploring  them  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  enlist  for  our  work  a  warmer  sympathy,  and  a  more  earnest  co-opera- 
tion and  support. 

2.  That  we  depend  on  Christians  everywhere  to  give  us  the  means  to  scatter 
good  tracts  and  books  abundantly. 

3.  That  the  various  tract  and  religious  publication  societies  deserve  our 
thanks  for  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  give  us  inexpensive,  pointed  and  at- 
tractive little  books,  well  adapted  as  means  for  saving  souls. 

Whereas,  The  Churches  are  calling  largely  for  men  to  go  forth  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry  ;  and, 

WhereM,  Our  Associations  may  awaken  an  interest  in  the  same ;  therefore, 

Resohed,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  all  the  Christian  Associations  of  our 
country  to  use  such  measures  as  they  deem  best  to  bring  this  great  and  glorious 
work  to  the  attention  of  pious  young  men. 


Resohed,  That  this  Convention  instruct  the  Executive  Committee  to  employ 
an  agent  to  aid  in  the  organization  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  on 
the  line  of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  in  such  other  sections  as  may  be  determined 
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upon  alter  mature  deliberation ;  and  your  Committee  would  suggest  that  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  carrying  forward  of  this  work  be  raised  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  they  to  send  circulars  to  the  Corresponding  Members»who  shall 
solicit  contributions  from  individiuUs  interested  in  our  work ;  failing  in  thiB»  to 
send  these  circulars  to  the  various  Associations,  who  will  not  fail  to  respond 
with  the  amount  necessary. 


Whereas,  While  we  are  painfully  conscious  of  facts  and  statistics  on  the  sub- 
ject of  intemperance,  which  are  of  the  most  startling  and  alarming  character  ; 
and 

Whereas,  The  specific  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  is  of  so 
absorbing  a  character  as  to  demand  all  our  energies  in  its  direct  prosecution,  so 
that  we  cannot  wisely  and  safely  recommend  that  our  Associations,  any  more 
than  our  Christian  Churches,  should  become  temperance  organisations ;  yet, 

Besohed,  That  we  do  seriously  advise  that  every  member  in  our  Assodatioa 
should  consider  it  his  duty  to  be  heartily  engaged  in  rigid  opporition  to  intem- 
perance, the  great  enemy  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  that  not  only  we,  bat 
every  Church  member  on  the  continent,  should  be  alive  to  the  work;  and 
further,   . 

That  we,  in  the  name  of  the  Association,  would  also  most  heartily  reconmiend 
that  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  should  put  forth  earnest  and  persistent  eflbrts 
to  establish  and  maintain  temperance  organizations  in  places  where  none  exist, 
and  especially  that  our  entire  force  of  workers,  as  individuals,  should  organize 
inmiediately  and  help  sustain  juvenile  temperance  societies,  with  a  view  to 
prevent,  eflfectually,  the  evil  practice  of  intemperance  and  its  attendant  and 
damning  vices  upon  the  rising  generation. 


Resolved,  That  in  theory  and  practice  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
recognizes  the  essential  unity  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  is  bound  to  extend 
the  hand  of  fellowship,  love,  and  sympathy  to  all  who,  in  accordance  with  the 
Gospel,  honor  the  Head,  and  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  whatever  their  ecclesias- 
tical name,  or  the  peculiarities  of  their  denominati(mal  poHty.  The  shibboleths 
of  sects,  the  rules  of  church  order  and  discipline,  the  minor  differences  In 
creeds,  must,  therefore,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  ignored  by  us,  unless,  by 
our  unwise  interference,  we  are  willing  to  risk  the  destruction  and  dissolution  of 
the  feir  fabric  which  has  cost  so  much  of  fidth,  and  prayer,  and  labor  to  rear. 

Besolved,  That,  while  as  individuals  we  may  most  properly  allow  our  hearts 
to  go  out  in  sympathy  towards  our  fellow-members^brethren  beloved  in  the 
Lord — who  have  been  made  the  subjects  of  discipline  by  the  communions  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  it  is  not  in  the  province  of  wisdom,  nor  do 
these,  our  brethren,  desire  that  any  formal  notice  or  action  be  taken  by  this 
Convention,  or  the  Associations  as  such,  of  the  unhappy  circumstances  referred 
to.  To  take  such  action  would  be  to  assume  a  censorship  which  the  Master 
has  not  appointed  us  to  exercise,  and,  in  exercising  which,  we  peril  the  further 
usefulness  and  even  existence  of  the  institution  we  so  dearly  cherish. 


Besohed,  That  it  is  neither  the  province  nor  the  duty  of  this  Convention  to 
decide  upon  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  admitting  ladies  to  inembership  in 
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Yonn^  Men*8  ChriBtian  Aseociations,  but  that  each  AsBociation  must  decide  that 
matter  for  itself,  upon  a  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  by  which  it  is 
surrounded. 

Besolved,  That  this  Convention  adheres  to  the  rule  prescribing  the  rate  of 
representation  as  fixed  by  the  Montreal  Convention,  the  same  being  computed 
upon  an  enumeration  of  all  active  members. 

Re9olf>ed,  That  in  estimating  the  baas  of  representation,  only  those  shall  be 
counted  who  have  paid  their  dues  as  members  of  the  Associations ;  and  that  in 
the  enumeration  made  up  for  the  Reports  to  the  Convention,  only  such  members 
shall  be  indaded. 


Besolwd,  That  we  recommend  that  R.  R.  McBumey,  of  New-York,  Rev. 
William  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  and  John  I.  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  be  con- 
stituted a  Committee  to  devise  a  plan  for  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
Lecture  Bureaa,  |ind  to  carry  it  into  execution  at  once. 

Besohedy  That  a  Special  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President 
at  the  opening^  session,  to  which  all  resolutions,  memorials,  and  propositions 
shall  be  handed  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  Convention, 
each  paper  to  contain  the  name  of  the  proposer,  and  the  name  of  the  Association 
he  representa.    These  documents  to  be  at  once  referred  without  reading. 


SUMMABT  OF  IMPOBT&IT  BESOLTmONS, 

ADOPTED  BY  THE 

PORTLAND    CONVENTION,    1869. 


Received,  That,  as  these  organizations  bear  the  name  of  Christian,  and  profess 
to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour's  service,  so  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to 
maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as 
Divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical.  And  we  hold  those  churches  to  )»^^Evangelical 
which,  maintaining  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith 
and  practice,  do  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fullness  of  the  God- 
head bodily,  and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin,  bearing  our 
sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree,)  as  the  only  name  under  heaven  given  among 
men  whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting  punishment. 


Bemjihied,  That  we  consider  it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  members  of  all  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  calling  themselves  Christians,  to  hold  their  duties 
and  obligations,  to  their  respective  churches,  and  to  the  services  of  the  same, 
•8  having  a  prior  claim  upon  their  sympathy  and  efforts. 

Besolvedy  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  Saviour  among  young 
men  which  they  have  assumed,  they  should  heartily  and  zealously  co-operate 
with  the  divinely  appointed  ministry,  and  with  all  Evangelical  bodies  of 
Christians. 

Be^^ved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  the  evening  of  the  day  of 
organization  of  future  conference  be  devoted  to  a  social  gathering  of  the  dele- 
gation, and  that  the  Association  entertaining  the  Convention  be  requested  to 
arrange  for  the  same. 


Sesohed,  That  having  evidence  of  great  succeas  attending  the  open-air  meet- 
ings inaugurated  by  our  Associations,  the  Convention  recommend  to  all  Asso- 
ciations the  formation  of  committees  to  conduct  such  exercises  whenever  it  is 
deemed  practicable. 

Be^flted,  That  we  are  gratified  to  know  that  the  Executive  Committee  have 
during  the  past  year  encouraged  in  every  way  possible  the  formation  of  Asso- 
ciaUons  in  the  South,  which  action  we  hereby  heartily  endorse,  and  assure  such 
AflBodations  of  our  abiding  interest  in  their  success. 
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Benoldedf  First,  That  this  Convention  adopts  the  enunciations  contained  in  the 
ri.*pi>rt  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  reference  to  State  and  District  Conven- 
tlr^Ds,  and  directs  the  Executive  Committee  and  Corresponding  Members,  in  all 
ea^.-s  where  the  same  is  possible^  to  call  such  Conventions  after  conference  with 
loca]  committees  and  prominent  Christian  men.  Second,  That  at  such  Conven- 
tion a  the  nimiber  of  delegates  from  Associations  should  be  unlimited,  and 
churches  located  in  towns  where  Associations  are  not  established,  should  be 
Invited  to  send  delegates  to  sit  as  Corresponding  Members. 


Rssdf)ed,  That  in  the  greatly  increased  immigration  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  to  the  United  States,  we  recognize  the  hand  of  God,  and  rejoice  at  the 
enlarged  opportunity  of  sowing  seed  beside  all  waters,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
r>ur  ynun^men  to  watch,  labor  and  pray  that  God  may  enable  them  to  reach  all 
cl&ssos  of  foreigners  arriving  upon  our  shores,  and  especially  the  Chinese  and 
other  Asiatic  races. 


Resdved,  That  the  character  of  the  literature  supplied  to  passengers  on  rail- 
ways and  steamboats  is  calculated  to  lower  rather  than  to  elevate  the  standard 
of  Christian  morals,  and  the  Associations  represented  in  this  Convention  will  be 
well  employed  in  using  earnest  efforts  to  obtain  some  impiovsments  in  this 

dirtjctlon. 


Re^dved^  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  the  right  and  wrong  of  the 
Intricate  question  involved  in  the  use  of  tobacco  and  other  narcotics  be  left  for 
tint\h  individual  to  decide  between  himself  and  his  Saviour,  after  much  prayer. 


U^idkedy  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
r'intidus  be  authorized  to  print  and  bind  at  the  end  of  their  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Convention,  a  list  of  the  deliverances  of  the  several  Conventions, 
BiDet3  and  including  the  Boston  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the 
nu'ii titers  with  the  resolutions  adopted  on  several  important  questions,  and  thus 
to  sfLVi;  much  valuable  time  in  future  Conventions. 


Rstclted^  That  the  Associations  organised  after  tliis  date  riiall  be  entitled  to 
representation  in  future  Conference  of  the  Associated  T.  M.  C.  Associations  of 
N  firth  America,  upon  conditions  that  they  be  severally  composed  of  young  men 
m  (Communion  with  Evangelical  churches  (provided  that  in  places  where  Associa- 
tions are  formed  by  a  single  denomination,  members  of  other  denominations  are 
not  excluded  therefrom)  and  active  membership,  and  the  right  to  hold  office  be 
c^mferred  only  upon  young  men  who  are  members  in  good  standing  in  Evaageli' 
cal  churches. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Ehcecutiye  Committee  be  authorized  to  make  euch  arrange- 
ments as  they  may  deem  best  as  to  publishing  the  periodical,  or  in  any  other 
way  securing  a  publication  of  the  news  from  the  Associations.  In  view  of  the 
di£3culty  experienced  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  obtaining  reports  of  the 
work  of  Associations  in  the  various  States  and  Provinces  represented  in  Conven- 
tion, therefore 

ResoUed,  That  every  Corresponding  Member  be  required  to  report  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  four  times  each  year,  viz.,  February,  May,  August,  and  Novem- 
ber. 


Beaolved,  That  the  wonderful  progress  of  the  institution  in  whose  interest  we 
are  assembled,  has  reached,  under  God's  blessing,  such  proportions,  and  gives 
80  great  promise  as  to  future  growth  and  usefulness,  that  in  the  judgment  of 
this  Convention,  the  time  has  come  when  the  Executive  Committee  should  be 
instructed  and  empowered  to  make  such  sub-division  of  its  prerogatives  and 
responsibilities  as  shall  secure  the  more  thorough  and  detailed  systematizing  of 
the  work  among  the  States  and  Provinces  represented  in  this  body  ;  and  this 
Convention  does  hereby  request  and  authorize  such  action  by  the  Executive 
Committee  as  shall  fully  organize  the  institution  as  a  religious  power  on  this 
continent. 
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REPORT. 

To  ike  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention  of  Young  Mens   Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  Slates  and  British  Provinces  : 

The  Executive  Committee  respectfully  submits  the  following  as  its 
report,  which,  when  accepted,  and  your  Committee  discharged,  will  ter- 
minate a  three  years'  service,  commenced  under  an  appointment  made  by 
the  Albany  Convention,  in  June,  1866. 

During  the  past  year,  the  working  organization  of  the  Committee  has 
continued  substantially  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  the  last  report,  and 
its  work  has  been  prosecuted  by  the  modes  which  had  then  been  adopted. 

Aware  of  the  pressure  of  business  upon  the  Convention,  and  of  the 
variety  of  interests  and  opinions  demanding  consideration  or  notice,  the 
Committee  will,  with  the  utmost  brevity,  present  such  matters,  and  those 
only,  as  appear  of  the  most  importance. 

L  The  appointment  of  the  Executive  Committee,  its  organization,  loca- 
tion and  powers,  claim  and  should  receive  the  early  attention  of  the' 
Convention,  and  of  the  proper  Committee,  as  a  matter  of  prime  import- 
ance. No  one  should  be  placed  upon  it  who  is  not  able  to  perform 
promptly  the  work  which  the  post  demands.  This  work  has  become  a 
serious  tax  upon  those  who  act  on  the  Committee;  its  performance 
calls  for  much  time,  much  actual  labor,  much  anxious  thought ;  it  is 
burdened  with  a  weighty  responsibility.  Too  much  care  caimot  be  exer- 
cised in  this  matter.  If  the  charge  committeJ  to  these  Associations  is 
wifcly  met,  a  year  hence  there  will  not  be  less  than  one  thousand  on  this 
continent;  many  more  than  that  even,  if  those  once  existing  in  such 
strength  in  the  Southern  States  should  be  reorganized,  as  doubtless 
not  a  few  will  be. 

n.  The  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  are  to  be 
appointed.  At  Detroit  this  was  neglected,  and  the  duty  of  making  such, 
appointments  cast  upon  the  Executive  Committee.  The  result  was  a 
long  delay  in  the  general  work — six  weeks  at  least-— some  unsuitable  ap- 
pointments, some  dissatisfaction,  and  much  neglect  throughout  the  year. 
Appointments  thus  made  may  naturally  enough  be  regarded  as  designa- 
tions by  a  merely  local  authority,  and  hence  will  not  always  be  receive  I 
with  cordiality.  Christian  men  are  not  always  free  from  jealousy,  and 
.Christian  Associations,  even,  may  sometimes  indulge,  and  possibly,  in 

rare  cases,  cherish  a  spirit  akin  to  jealousy,  quite  inconsistent  with  an 

harmonious  prosecution  of  the  great  work  of  teaching  Christ  to  the  y.  unj 
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Tuen  of  America,  in  which  it  has  been  given  to  these  societies  to  bear 
i^uch  a  conspicuous  part.  Hence  the  Convention  cannot  be  ©ver-careful 
fo  avoid  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  particulars,  whatever  may  have 
the  least  tendency  to  produce  coldness  between  these  organizations. 

It  is  matter  for  sadness  that  so  many  of  the  persons  appointed  Corres- 
ponding Members  of  the  Committee,  under  the  authority  given  at  Detroit, 
appear  wholly  to  have  neglected  their  duties ;  at  least  no  evidence  has 
lieen  forwarded  to  the  central  office  of  any  service  rendered  in  the  prose- 
fiition  of  this  continental  work — in  the  performance  of  which  the  Asso- 
ciations, while  bound  together  by  no  formal  or  elaborate  organization, 
sliould  be  actuated  by  one  spirit,  move  in  concert,  and  join  hands  and 
btarts  in  the  fullest  sense.  To  this  end  the  simple  agencies  estaSlished  by 
the  annual  Conventions  should  each  fulfil  its  appropriate  part ;  failure 
in  any  of  them  assures  corresponding  failure  in  the  general  service.  In 
an  especial  manner  does  it  rest  with  the  Corresponding  Members  to  culti- 
vate and  develope  that  unity  of  spirit,  that  esprit  du  eorps^  which  is  essen- 
tial to  our  largest  usefulness.  The  Committee  deem  it  a  duty  to  urge 
upon  the  Convention  an  exercise  of  the  utmost  prudence  in  the  selection 
i>t'  these  agents — at  least  those  should  be  selected  who  will  resign  their 
places  promptly  when  it  is  apparent  that  they  cannot  perform  their 
duties. 

Let  it  not  be  understood  that  all  the  Corresponding  Members  are  liable 
to  the  observations  now  made ;  some  have,  with  great  faithfulness  and 
\irisdora,  prosecuted  their  work.  Their  reports  herewith  submitted  ^ 
forming  a  part  of  this  Report,  will  to  a  considerable  extent  show  what  has 
liten  done  by  some  of  our  associates,  while  in  regard  to  others  nothing 
but  their  own  oral  statements,  or  a  perusal  of  their  correspondence  with 
the  Committee  detailing  their  efforts  and  their  failures,  (not  from  any  lack 
I  Ml  their  part,  however,)  will  show  how  much  they  have  most  laboriou^ 
juid  conscientiously  performed.  Present  results  do  not  indicate  it ;  there 
may  never  bo  a  record  made  up  on  e^th  in  which  it  will  be  presented ; 
i^ven  we  cannot  here  with  propriety  give  the  names  of  those  who  well 
deserve  praise  from  this  Convention.  There  are  those,  however,  who  fail 
tiven  to  reply  to  the  circular  which  conveys  to  them  the  information 
of  their  appointment,  and  neglect  to  communicate  to  the  Resident  Com- 
mittee any  account  of  the  condition  of  the  societies  in  their  own  field. 


III.  It  is  believed  that  State  or  Local  Conventions  were  first  suggested 
ill  a  formal  way  in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  submitted  at 
Boston  in  1863.  The  report  presented  at  Albany,  two  years  later,  em- 
]7hasized  this  suggestion ;  and  there,  by  formal  resolution,  it  was  made 
t,h<i  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Members  to  convene  them.  During  the 
veat  which  followed  five  were  held,  including  the  North- Western  Con- 


vention,  to  which  delegates  were  sent  from  several  States.  The  next 
year  ten  of  these  Conventions  were  held,  including,  as  before,  the  North- 
western, held  at  Chicago.  This  year  fifteen  have  been  held,  namely, 
Nova  Scotia,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Iowa, 
Canada,  California,  and  the  North-Western.  In  but  two  sections  where  the 
Conventions  have  once  been  held,  have  they  failed  to  repeat  them,  namely, 
Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia  united,  where  two  have  been 
held,  and  Pennsylvania,  where  one  was  held  three  years  ago.  Consider- 
ations of  a  nature  quite  distinct  from  those  which  determine  the  import- 
ance or  necessity  of  these  Conventions,  prevailed  to  defeat  a  recurrence  of 
them. 

The  Conventions  held  during  the  past  year  were,  in  every  instance, 
productive  of  great  good,  not  merely  to  the  Association  cause  as  separate 
from  others,  but  also  in  respect  of  all  kindred  eflforts.  The  proceedings 
of  the  most  of  these  gatherings  were  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
liberally  distributed.  (The  report  of  the  Convention  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
which  was  held  the  13th  and  14th  of  May,  has  just  been  received.)  In 
all  cases  the  local  papers  allotted  large  portions  of  their  space  to  reports 
of  these  meetings,  and  thus  ample  opportunities  for  usefulness,  in  the 
circulation  of  information,  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our  brethren ; 
it  is  not  thought  that  they  failed  in  any  considerable  degree  to  make  the 
most  of  them. 

The  Committee  consider  these  Conventions  of  very  great  importance, 
and  if  wisely  conducted  they  accomplish  results  quite  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  general  Convention.  In  the  local  gathering,  eVery  Association  can 
be  represented  and  the  discussions  can  be  made  more  familiar  and  prac- 
tical, and  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  smaller  field.  The  younger 
Associations  can  far  better  learn  in  them  those  things  essential  to  their 
success  and  permanence.  It  is  not  diflScult  to  organize  new  Associations 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  but  it  is  diflScult  to  carry  them  over  the 
second  year,  mainly  because  there  is  usually  so  small  a  number  of  mem- 
bers who  really  understand  our  work.  No  means  are  available  for  their 
instruction  so  simple  and  cheap  as  this,  and  in  most  cases,  when  this 
is  not  furnished,  no  substitute  is  provided.  It  is  not  always  con- 
venient for  them  to  send  delegates  to  the  General  Convention,  aad  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  the  representation  is  limited,  and  those 
who  attend  fail  to  obtain  the  detailed  information  they  desire.  The 
number  of  delegates  from  each  Association  to  a  State  Convention 
should  be  unlimited,  and  the  Institute  character  can  easily  be  given  to  its 
meetings.  So  far  as  this  Convention  has  any  power  it  should  be  imposed 
upon  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  as  a 
solemn  duty,  to  call  these  Conventions  in  every  State  or  Province  where 
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there  are  tliree  Associations ;  and  delegates,  to  sit  as  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers, should  be  invited  to  them  from  churches  in  every  iown  where  Asso- 
ciations do  not  exist. 

IV.  The  following  matters,  among  others,  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  by  the  Detroit  Convention  : 

1.  The  appointment  of  Corresponding  Members.  This  was  done ;  a 
list  of  these  ap5)ointments  is  appended  to  this  Report.  Great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  finding  representatives  for  many  of  the  States,  and 
the  most  unfortunate  delays  occurred.  The  Convention  cannot  again, 
without  repeating  an  injury  to  the  cause,  leave  this  duty  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

2.  The  preparation  and  publication  of  a  Certificate  of  Life  Member- 
ship. Kone  has  been  issued.  The  Committee  found  that  the  attempt 
would  either  involve  a  loss  to  the  members  of  the  Committee,  or  to  the 
ConventioE,  and  they  therefore  deemed  it  best  to  defer  the  undertaking 
until  by  a  larger  comparison  of  views  in  the- Convention  and  ihe  Associa- 
tions such  an  agreement  could  be  secured  as  would  guarantee  satisfaction 
on  all  hands,  and  security  against  loss. 

3.  The  publication  of  the   Proceedings  of  the  Detroit  Convention. 

The  cost  of  publication  was $636  46 

The  Committee  received  from  sales 444  97 

4.  The  publication  of  the  Quarterly.  Eighteen  hundred  copies  of 
each  number  have  been  printed. 

Received  from  Subscriptions |693  48 

*•  **    Advertisements 1*76  00 

Cost  of  Publication 976  60 

Now  due  from  Subscriptions  and  Advertisements,  including 

August  number 376  00 

The  August  number  is  now  mostly  in  type,  but  will  be  delayed  for  the 
purpose  of  including  in  it  some  report  of  this  Convention. 

This  attempt  by  the  Convention  to  establish  a  periodical  representing 
the  interests  of  the  Associations  has  not  met  with  the  encouragement 
from  them  that  it  deserved.  Of  course  it  is  not  claimed  that  the  Quar- 
terly, aside  from  the  large  amount  of  information  concerning  the  Asso- 
ciations which  it  has  contained,  possessed  any  remarkable  merit,  although 
worth  far  more  than  the  subscription  price.  Had  the  Associations  been 
half  faithful  to  their  own  interests  in  this  matter,  it  would  now  have  a 
circulation  of  not  less  than  five  thousand. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  instruited  to 
issue  the  periodical  monthly,  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  per  year,  its  size 
remaining  unchanged. 

In  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  publication  and  the  benefits  de- 
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rived  from  it,  the  Committee  has  only  to  repeat  with  added  emphaBis 
the  observations  made  in  the  two  previous  reports.  The  experience  of 
another  year  has  but  served  to  deepen  the  convictions  heretofore  ex- 
pressed. 

5.  In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Convention,  a  call  for  the 
observance  of  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  as  a  Day  of  Prayer  for 
God's  blessing  upon  the  Associations  throughout  the  world  was  issued, 
and  mailed  to  all  our  Societies  on  this  Continent  and  to  many  in  Europe. 
More  than  two  hundred  Associations  report  the  observance  of  the  day ; 
a  small  number  when  compared  with  the  long  list  of  those  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  It  is  pleasant  to  believe  that  the  day  was  much 
more  generally  observed  than  these  reports  would  seem  to  indicate. 
In  many  towns  which  have  been  greatly  blessed  with  the  presence 
of  the  Converting  Spirit  throughout  the  past  winter,  the  beginning  is 
dated  from  the  Day  of  Prayer  and  the  meetings  held  in  observance  of  it. 
It  can  hardly  be  improper  to.  submit  extracts  from  one  or  two  letters,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  from  widely  separated  localities. 

One  Secretary  writes :  "  With  us  the  day  was  generally  observed  by 
our  Evangelical  Churches,  as  well  as  by  our  Association.  We  had  full 
prayer  meetings,  morning  and  evening,  at  the  Association  rooms. 
The  meetings  were  characterized  by  much  depth  of  feeling.  The  after- 
noon was  devoted  to  a  union  meeting  of  all  our  Churches,  in  our  most 
spacious  house  of  worship ;  and  many  profitable  and  encouraging  ad- 
dress^ were  made,  intermingled  with  prayers  for  God's  blessing  upon 
our  wort.  It  seems  as  though  we  were  already  reaping  benefit  from  the 
observance  of  the  day.  New  energy  and  new  vitality  has  seemed  to 
mark  the  progress  of  our  Association.  We  all  have  faith  to  believe  that 
a  revival  of  religion  and  a  general  reformation  is  not  far  distant  in  this 
part  of  our  Lord's  vineyard." 

Another,  "  The  day  of  prayer  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A's  of  our  land  was 
duly  observed  in  our  city,  by  appropriate  services  in  the  several  churches, 
in  the  morning,  and  by  union  services,  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  the 
evening.  Our  pastors  are  all  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  work  of  our 
Associations,  and  preached  earnest,  telling  sermons  on  the  occasion. 
The  tmion  services  were  somewhat  interfered  with  by  unfavorable 
weather,  but  were  characterized  by  much  earnestness  and  deep  feeling." 

Another  says,  "  Our  day  of  prayer  was  made  a  week  of  prayer,  and 
the  services  did  not  close  after  the  seven  days  were  over,  but  God  has 
moved  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  we  are  continuing  them  every  noon 
and  every  evening." 

And  another  writes :  **  On  account  of  the  absence  of  our  Secretary, 
we  did  not   receive  the   circular  in    time   to  request   the  Churches 
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to  join  us,  having  received  it  only  on  the  day  preceding  that 
appointed  as  the  Day  of  Prayer.  We,  however,  brought  the  circular  to 
the  nbtice  of  the  Churches,  and  appointed  a  meeting  in  the  evening  for 
prayer,  for  the  specific  purpose  mentioned  in  the  circular.  This  meet- 
ing  was  fully  attended,  two  of  the  Churches  having  given  up  their  usual 
Sunday  evening  meetings  on  that  account.  This  was  only  one  of  many 
indications  that,  for  the  past  four  or  five  months.  Christians  of  every 
name  have  been  praying  and  working,  with  unusual  earnestness,  for  the 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  town.  We  are  now  enjoying  a 
revival  of  wonderful  power,  which  has  spread  through  the  town,  and 
gives  promise  of  reorganizing  society.  *  *  *  *  Q^r  Associa- 
tion is  reaping  a  great  blessing  from  the  work,  nearly  all  the  members 
being  now  either  inquiring  the  wny  of  salvation,  or  indulging  a  hope  in 
Christ  We  do  not  count  converts  until  they  unite  permanently  with 
some  Church,  and  I  can  therefore  give  you  no  figures  by  which  the  work 
of  grace  can  be  measured.  As  an  Association,  we  have  organized  three 
scouting  parties,  who  go  each  week  into  the  neglected  districts  of  the 
town  to  hold  prayer  meetings.  The  state  of  religious  feeling  has  been 
found  to  be  such,  that  in  one  district  one  of  the  Churches  took  up  the 
work,  and  held  meetings  in  the  school-house,  every  evening  last  week, 
with  the  happiest  results.  Another  Cnurch  has  commenced  a  similar 
work,  in  another  district ;  and  there  is  still  another  district,  remote  from 
any  of  our  Churches,  where,  at  the  close  of  our  last  meeting,  9  persons 
rose  for  prayers  ;  and  we  hope  another  Church  will  take  up  the  work  of 
Christian  nurture  there.  We  feel  that  the  work  of  feeding  the  fiock  of 
Christ  is  the  appropriate  work  of  the  Church,  and  have,  therefore,  been 
careful  to  foster  and  second  whatever  interest  any  Church  may  feel  in 
any  particular  field.  I  have  felt  that  our  Association  needed  a  Presi- 
dent ;  as,  besides  my  pre-occupation,  I  lack  many  qualifications  for  such 
a  position.  I  think  this  need  will  be  supplied  at  our  next  election,  in 
May  ;  for  a  person,  in  every  way  fitted  for  the  position,  has  been  con- 
Tcrted  to  Christ,  and  is  taking  up  all  Christian  duties  with  an  earnest- 
ness which  speaks  well  for  his  future  usefulness." 

Surely,  if  the  Associations  always  remembered  the  words  of  Him  who 
left  us  an  example,  that  we  should  follow  in  His  steps ;  "  Neither  pray  I 
for  these  only,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me,  through  their 
word,"  or  those  words  of  the  great  Apostle,  "  Ye  also  helping  together  by 
prayer  for  us  that,  for  the  gift  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  means  of  many 
persons,  thanks  may  be  given  by  many  in  our  behalf,"  there  would  be  no 
fmlure  to  unite  in  the  observance  of  the  Day  of  Prayer. 


6.  The  wish  of  our  Societies  for  direct,  constant  and  sympathetic  cor- 
respondence with  kindred  Associations  of  Europe  was  plainly  declared  at 
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Detroit,  and  the  Committoe  has  sought  to  fulfil  the  expectations  and 
hopes  there  expressed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  members  of  our  Associations  avail 
themselves  of  letters  to  Associations  abroad  during  their  visits.  Little 
can  be  accomplished  through  correspondence,  compared  with  the  results 
easily  attained,  if  all  opportunities  for  personal  intercourse  between  the 
mercbers  of  the  American  and  European  Associations  are  improved. 

There  was  no  delegate  from  America,  representing  the  Associations  in 
the  Paris  Conference,  who  made  any  report  on  his  return  ;  and  the  same 
is  true  of  the  Dublin  Conference  of  last  September. 

A  summary  of  the  results  of  the  visit  of  Mr.  Stokes  was  presented  in 
the  May  number  of  the  Quarterly.  His  report^  accompanied  by  letters 
since  received,  descriptive  of  the  working  of  the  Associations  on  the  Con- 
tinent, is  appended  hereto.  He  was  most  cordially  received,  and  the 
deepest  interest  was  everywhere  manifested  in  his  accounts  of  our  own 
Societies. 

Those  who  visit  Europe,  expecting  to  find  there  a  band  of  Associa- 
tions in  all  respects  similar  to  our  own,  and  prosecuting  their  work  pre- 
cisely in  accordance  with  the  mode  prevailing  here,  will  be  disappointed. 
There  tliey  are  almost  entirely  religious  agencies,  and  some  modes  of 
working  much  employed  by  us  are  practically  unknown.  They  are, 
however,  one  with  us  in  the  high  object  aimed  at  and  in  their  working 
force ;  the  points  of  diversity  are  but  in  regard  to  means.  All  hold  fast 
with  us  to  the  grand  declaration  made  at  the  Paris  Conference  in  1855  : 
"The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those  young 
men  who,  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  according  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  desire  to  be  his  disciples  in  their  doctrine  and  in 
their  life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  his  Kingdom 
amongst  young  men." 

In  efforts  to  make  the  Associations  a  thoroughly  spiritual  power,  and 
in  uniting  them  all  together  through  an  interest  in  the  single  purpose 
for  which  they  are  formed,  our  brethren  abroad  have  attained  a  larger 
measure  of  success  than  ourselves.  But  the  Societies  here  are  much  in 
the  a*lvance  in  the  organization  of  the  whole  membership  as  a  working 
force,  and  in  the  possession  of  popular  influence  and  power. 

It  is  desirable  that  all  our  members  visiting  Europe  should  be 
fornished  with  credentials  of  some  sort  to  the  Associations  there ; 
that  they  should  make  use  of  them  while  abroad,  and  report  on 
their  return  all  matters  they  deem  of  interest.  The  Christian  young 
men  of  the  two  continents  cannot  be  too  closely  bound  together  by  these 
bonds  of  a  common  love  for  a  common  work  for  the  one  Master  and 
Lord. 
.   The  Executive  Committee  has  taken  no  step  in  the  hope  of  cementing 


such  a  union  tliat  has  not  met  with  a  cordial  response,  and  it  only  re- 
mains that  we  make  availahle  all  "the  means  placed  at  our  disposal  by 
Him  whom  we  serve,  to  accomplish  the  results  in  this  particular,  so 
much  desired.  Appended  to  this  report  are  papers  prepared  by  Mr. 
Shipton,  on  the  Associations  of  Great  Britain;  Mons.  J.  Ed.  Barme, 
on  those  of  France ;  and  by  other  brethren,  on  those  of  Holland  and 
Belgium.  We  may  also  say  here  that  the  Convention  is  favored  with 
the  presence  of  M.  H.  Hodder,  Esq.,  of  London,  long  a  member  and 
office-bearer  in  that  Association,  who  represents  among  us,  under  proper 
credentials,  the  kindred  Associations  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

7.  The  Detroit  Convention  instructed  the  Committee  "  to  employ  an 
agent  to  aid  in  the  organization  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
on  the  line  of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  in  such  other  sections  as  might 
be  determined  upon  after  mature  deliberation."  Immediately  after  the 
adjournment  of  that  Convention,  a  circular  was  addressed  to  all  the 
Associations  in  the  United  States,  covering  the  resolutions  adopted  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  and  soliciting  contributions  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  conform  to  the  wishes  there  expressed.  None  of  these  circu- 
lars were  sent  to  the  Associations  in  the  British  Provinces,  as  the 
Committee  felt  it  could  hardly  have  been  intended  by  the  Convention 
that  a  call  should  be  made  upon  them  for  a  work  more  especially  per- 
taining to  the  United  States. 

In  response  to  the  circular  the  following  subscriptions  were  received, 
namely:  New- York,  $980;  Omaha,  $500;  Clinton,  Mass.,  $10;  West 
Winsted,  Conn.,  $24.56;  Holliston,  Mass, $16.50;  Brunswick,  Me.,  $14; 
Waterville,  Me.,  $10. 

The  sum  subscribed  by  Omaha  has  never  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
Committea,  it  having  been  retained  by  that  Association  under  an  arrange- 
ment satisfactory  to  all  parties,  by  which,  from  time  to  time,  payments 
were  to  be  made  from  that  fund  on  account  of  the  work. 

A  correspondence  with  the  Omaha  Association  resulted  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Robert  Weidensall,  of  that  city,  as  the  agent  of  the 
Committee  under  the  resolution,  at  a  pro  rata  salary  of  $1,600  per 
year.  He  began  his  work  on  the  19  th  of  October  last.  He  was  to 
serve  for  a  few  months  under  the  arrangement  as  originally  made,  but  the 
appointment  has  been  continued  until  this  time,  and  will  terminate  with 
the  discharge  of  this  Committee.  Many  circumstances  seemed  to  point 
to  Bro.  Weidensall  as  a  fit  person  to  be  employed,  and  the  discretion, 
good  sense  and  energy  he  has  displayed  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work, 
have  more  than  vindicated  the  judgment  of  the  Omaha  brethren,  who 
first  suggested  his  name. 

Omaha  was  made  the  starting  point  for  the  work,  and  in  its  prosecu- 
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tion,  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  was  deemed  by  the  Committee 
as  entitled  to  the  earliest  attention.     Bro.  Weidensall  made  a  careful 
survey  of  the  whole  lihe  of  road,  and  while  obedient  to  the  commands  of 
the  Convention  in  devoting  himself  to  the  organization  of  new  Associations, 
he  neglected  no  opportunity  for  general  Mission  work  which  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  main  purpose  of  bis  employment.     He  continued  on  this 
line  of  road  until  he  had  accomplished  all  then  probable  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  Associations,  when,  after  consultation  with  the  Committee,  it  was 
decided  that  he  should  make  a  brief  visit  to  a  few  leading  points  in 
Southern  Iowa,  and  then  spend  the  remainder  of  his  time  in  Kansas  and 
Western  Missouri,  reserving  enough,  however,  to  allow  of  a  visit  to  some 
of  the  Associations  he  had  organized,  and  for  another  full  trip  over  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad.     This  programme  has  been  faithfully  carried 
out  by  Bro.  Weidensall. 

The  mode  he  adopted  in  the  organization  of  Associations  is  best  shown 
in  one  of  his  own  letters,  which  is  here  quoted :   "  Went  out  on  the  road 
to  the  first  important  town,  Fremont,  which  contains  a  population  of 
fifteen  hundred  persons.      It  is   a   quiet    town,   with  many   excellent 
citizens,  having  but  two  church  buildings  while  there  are  eight  Christ- 
ian denominations    represented.      As  soon  aa  I  went  igto  the  town 
I    sought  out  the  leading    men    in    all    evangelical    denominations ; 
also   looked    at    all    the    public    buildings,   with    a   view   to    secure 
a   room    for    tlie    use    of   the   Association    I    was    about   to    estab- 
lish.   Having  obtained  the  required  information,  I  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  canvass  the  place ;  began  at  the  extreme  limits  on  one  side 
and  finished  at  the  extreme  limits  on  the  other ;  did  not  pass  by  a  single 
building  wherein  there  was  an  intelligent  being.     I  met  persons  of  all 
kinds,  and,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  was  kindly  received.     Took  pains 
to  lay  before  every  one  I  met  the  objects  and  aims  of  Y.  M.  C.  Associa- 
tions, as  I  understood  them.   Occasionally  I  met  those  who  were  familiar 
trith  the  workings  of  such  associations.     They  passed  into  brotherly 
sympathy  with  me,  and  encouraged  the  formation  of  one  in  Fremont 
A  public  meeting  was  called  in  the  Congregational  Church,  Sabbath 
evening,  October   25th.     It  was  a  precious  meeting.     It  whs  new  to 
many  citizens  in  Fremont ;  however,  all  were  pleased  with  it.     As  your 
agent,  I  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  told  them  why  I  was  in 
their  midst;  also  specified  a  number  of  things  to  be  accomplished  by 
the  Association,  when  it  was  once  established." 
An  Association  was  formed  here  which  promises  much  of  good. 
During  the  eight  or  nine  months  of  his  employment  he  has  organized 
twelve  AESociations,  traveling  more  than  eight  thousand  miles,  at  an 
expense  to  the  Committee  of  forty-two  dollars.     The  details  of  this  work 
are  best  stated  in  Brother  Weidensall's  report  to  the  Committee,  which  is 
hereto  annexed,  and  forms  a  part  of  this  Report 
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Your  Committee  considered  the  mission  an  experiment,  and  were  not 
sanguine  as  to  its  success.  It  was  well  known  that  prominent  Association 
men  at  the  Detroit  Convention  entertained  serious  doubts  in  regard  to  it 
The  enthusiasm  with  which  a  recital  of  the  origin  and  incidents  of  this 
mission  have  been  received  wherever  related,  the  opinions  everywhere 
expressed  in  its  favor,  the  reference  to  it  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Convention,  and  the  formally  reported  results,  have  answered  all 
apparent  objections.  There  is  no  doubt  now  in  the  mind  of  any  member 
of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  the  duty  of  this  Convention  in  the  premises. 
It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  continue  the  employment  of  the  present 
agent  in  the  far  Western  and  Southern  field,  and  that  ample  funds  be 
provided  for  this  purpose. 

V.  There  are  now  known  to  be  six  hundred  and  fi fly-nine  Associations 
in  existence  on  this  continent — of  course  they  are  not  all  equally  active; 
some,  perhaps,  have  but  a  name  to  live,  though  there  are  none  included 
in  our  enumeration  whose  lettersor  circulars  are  returned  to  us  unopened. 
Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  have  reported  to  this  Convention.  It  is  cause 
for  regret  that  a  larger  number  have  not  complied  with  the  request  made 
by  the  Committee  in  your  name.  It  is  hoped  that  this  non-compliance, 
however,  has  not  arisen  from  any  lack  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  these  Societies  in  the  general  work,  but  from  a  lack  of  appre- 
ciation of  the  importance  of  these  reports  to  our  progress,  as  showing  in 
an  authentic  form  the  real  strength  of  the  Associations,  and  also  from 
a  neglect  on  the  part  of  Corresponding  Secretaries,  who  in  many  in- 
stances are  changed  every  year,  and  therefore  not  fully  alive  to  the  share 
of  work  committed  to  them. 

The  Associations  are  distributed  as  follows  : 


Maine 28 

New  Hampshire 16 

Vermont 51 

Massachusetts 107 

Rhode  Island 11 

Connecticut 37 

New-York 67 

New  Jersey 25 

Pennsylvania. 21 

Maryland 12 

Virginia 3 

"West  Virginia 4 

District  of  Columbia 4 

South  Carolina. 5 

Alabama 4 

Mississippi 1 

Ohio 43 

Indiana 19 


Illinois 3-2 

Kentucky 3 

Tennessee 1 

Missouri 18 

Kansas 6 

Nebraska 5 

Iowa 13 

Wisconsin 15 

Michigan 25 

Minnesota 8 

Oregon 1 

Colorado 4 

California. 4 

Canada 25 

Nova  Scotia 29 

New  Brunswick 4 

Prince  Edward's  Isle 1 

Bermuda,  West  Indies 3 
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A  sumniaTy  of  a  few  of  the  facts  presented  in  the  reports  received,  will 
conrey  some,  though  an  inadequate,  idea  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
Associations : 

1.  The  following  Associations  now  own  and  occupy  buildings  fitted  for 
their  work,  or  are  soon  to  do  so,  viz :  Baltimore ;  Meriden,  Conn, ; 
Bethlehem,^Pa. ;  Chicago,  111. ;  Newtown,  L.  I. ;  Shoreham,  Vt. ;  Phila- 
delphia; San  Francisco;  German  Association,  New  York  City ;  Wash- 
ington; Omaha;  New-York  City — twelve  in  all.  This  property  is  re- 
ported as  possessing  a  cash  value  of  81,399,000.  Of  course  it  is  not 
wholly  free  from  debt,  but  wherever  there  is  any  charge  it  is  so  arranged 
as  to  press  but  lightly  upon  the  Association,  while  it  is  gradually  re- 
moved by  some  scheme  for  a  sinking  fund.  * 

2.  The  following  Associations  report  building:  funds,  viz.,  Poughkeepsie ; 
Green  Point,  L.  I.;  Biddeford,  Me. ;  Peoria,  111. ;  New  London,  Conn. ; 
Cape  John,  N.  S. ;  Cleveland ;  Bristol ;  Ipswich,  N.  H. ;  Halifax ; 
North  Shore,  S.  L;  Newark;  Painesville,  Ohio;  Boston;  Westerly, 
R.  L;  Saugerties;  German  Association,  N.  Y. ;  Newtown,  L.  I.; 
Plantsville,  Conn. ;  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  East  Brooklyn  and  Brooklyn — twenty- 
one  in  alL     Eighteen  state  the  sum  they  have  in  hand  at  $102,931. 

3.  One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  of  these  Associations  report  104,181 
Tolnmes  in  their  libraries,  and  value  theu^t  $140,715. 

4.  Two  hundred  and  nineteen  report  their  current  expenses  at 
$809,704. 

5.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  report  courses  of  sermons. 

6.  Twenty-three,  more  than  five  weekly  prayer  meetings. 

7.  Fifty,  two  each  week. 

8.  One  hundred  and  sixty-one  a  weekly  prayer  meeting. 

9.  Sixty-three  have  a  daily  prayer  meeting. 

10.  Sixty-five  have  open  air  services. 

11.  Forty-eight  report  Bible  Classes. 

12.  Sixteen  have  had  courses  of  lectures. 

13.  One  hundred  and  nine  report  two  thousand  and  sixty- three 
conversions.  Many  more  report  deep  religious  inteiest,  but  do  not 
particularize  as  to  direct  results. 

14.  Two  hundred  and  sixteen  report  a  paying  membership  of 
54,395.  By  a  resolution  of  the  Detroit  Convention  the  members  who 
actually  paid  their  annual  dues  were  to  be  reported,  and  hence  there 
does  not  appear  such  an  increase  in  this  particular  as  might  otherwise 
bave  been  expected.  There  has  been  a  careful  pruning  of  the  roll 
Wks.  We  believe  the  actual  membership  of  all  classes  will  reach 
ninety  thousand.  The  Committee  did  not  expect  a  large  addition  to  the 
roll  of  members,  or  of  Associations  during  the  year.     But  in  the  three 
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following  particulars  they  anticipated  great  progress,  and  have  not  been 
diBappointed,  viz.  : 

( 1 ).  In  the  organization  and  prosecution  of  the  local  work  of  each 
Associ  tion.  This  department  of  service  has  been  marked  by  an  earnest- 
ness, a  thoroughness,  and  a  devotion  to  our  special  calling  far  beyond 
former  years. 

(2.)  In  the  consolidation  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  Associa- 
tion and  the  hold  they  have  gained  upon   public  favor.     They  now  take 
their  stand  as  acknowledged  agencies  of  the  Church,  not  to  be  frowned 
Tipan  and  berated  when  failing  to  come  fully  up  to  the  expectations  of  the 
"  fathers,  but  to  bo  counselled  and  advised.     No  longer  are  slanders  to  be 

I  believed^  because  circulated  by  the  jealous  or  the  hostile,  but  we  are  to  he 

supported  against  such  assaults.  The  time  was  when  it  was  only  necessary 
^  to  say  an  ill  word  againfit  the  Association  to  raise  the  hue  and  cry.  That 
(lay  has  gone  by.  Now,  in  all  honest  eflforts  we  have  the  hearty  support 
of  ihe  friends  of  Christfan  progress,  and  if  any  Association  strays  occa- 
EfloTjully  from  the  right  way,  there  are  "  charitable  speeches  "  and  friendly 
eounsoi< 

( 3. )  In  the  increase  of  the  feeling  of  oneness  or  unity  in  carrying 
forward  our  special  work,  and  hence  in  the  strengthening  of  the  tie  of 
brotherhood,  on  the  part  of  all  engaged  in  it.  More  than  ever  the  senti- 
ment s<jems  to  prevail^  that  each  Association,  though  bound  by  no 
organic  tie  to  any  other,  is  but  one  in  a  long  array  of  Christian  organi- 
zations^ striving,  in  unity  and  in  love,  for  the  evangelization  of  the  young 
men  of  America.  This,  we  all  know,  is  primarily  due  to  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Spirit  filling  all  hearts,  as  they  have  joined  in  the 
great  work.  Few  who  have  not  mingled  in  the  gatherings  of  these 
organizations,  or  witnessed  the  meeting  of  brothers  from  widely  sepa- 
rated Helds  of  labor,  can  appreciate  the  extent  and  depth  of  the  spirit  of 
brotliwrly  love.  Two  agencies  are  especially  marked  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  spirit ;  one,  the  numerous  State  Conventions  ;  this  year  no 
leas  than  fifteen  have  been  held,  all,  or  nearly  all  having  been  largely 
atteii'led  and  characterized  by  the  most  temperate,  well-considered  and 
spiritual  discussion  of  our  work.  The  other,  the  general  observance  of 
the  s<^.cond  Sabbath  of  November  as  a  Day  of  Prayer  for  God's  blessing 
upon  xhii  work  of  the  Associations. 

VT.  The  Committee  submits  to  the  Convention  the  following,  as  among 
the  topics  for  discussion,  and  asks  that  they  be  referred  to  the  appropriate 
Comnnttees. 

1.  The  need  of  Buildings  constructed  for  and  owned  by  the  Associa- 
tionsj  and  the  plans  for  the  accumulation  of  Building  Funds, 
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2.  Moathly,  Social  and  Business  Meetings  of  the  Associations;  the 
objects  of  each,  and  how  each  may  be  best  conducted. 

3.  What  forms  of  Christian  effort,  outside  the  special  work  for  which 
the  Associations  are  organized,  have  been  most  successful,  and  how  have 
these  been  prosecuted  ? 

4.  How  may  the  German  young  men  of  the  country  be  reached  by  our 
influence  ? 

5.  The  relation  of  the  Associations  on  this  continent  to  each  other,  as 
independent  organizations,  but  similarly  constituted,  and  having  a  com- 
mon work  and  aim ;  and  their  united  power  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  the  young  men  of  America. 

These  were  all  suggested  by  men  prominent  in  Associational  work  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  are  believed  to  merit  careful  considera- 
tion, and  practical  definite  action. 

As  to  that  numbered  four,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  Committee 
fiOQght  to  obtain  an  essay  upon  the  matters  it  suggests,  but  was  unable  to 
procure  any  person  who  had  given  the  topic  any  especial  thougM,  and  it 
has,  therefore,  been  deemed  best  to  commit  the  question  to  the  Conven- 
tioD  upon  the  same  terms  as  others. 

As  to  that  numbered  five,  the  Committee  desire  it  to  have  full  discus- 
sion. It  ^s  believed  to  be  fitted  to  draw  out  those  views  of  our  work 
most  likely  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  what  may  be  termed  a  strong  public 
sentiment  in  the  Associations  in  regard  to  the  general  work.  The  Asso- 
ciations do  not  now  feel  that  vivid  interest  in  the  building  up  of  each 
other,  in  the  organization  of  new  Societies,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
aggressive  work  that  is  desirable,  particularly  when  we  consider  the 
breadth  of  our  field  of  service,  and  the  readiness  with  which  Associations 
are  accepted  as  a  useful  agency  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  places  where 
they  are  newly  formed. 

VIL  The  Committee  asks  the  action  of  the  Convention  upon  the  fol- 
lowing matters : 

1.  The  providing  of  means  to  enable  the  new  Executive  Committee  to 
prosecute  the  work  begun  by  Bro.  Weidensall. 

2.  The  providing  of  means  for  the  employment  of  a  Secretary  and 
general  agent  by  the  new  Committee.  The  probable  growth  of  the  As- 
sociations during  another  year  will  render  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
80  burdensome  that  men  engaged  in  business  will  hardly  be  willing  to 
undertake  it  It  is  now  too  great  to  be  wholly  performed  by  voluntary 
agencies. 

It  should  be  the  duty  of  this  Secretary  to  attend  to  the  formal  corres- 
pondence of  the  Committee,  visit  Associations,  attend  State  Conventions 
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and  edit  the  Monthly.  He  could  also  visit  places  not  remote  from  the 
Central  Office,  assist  in  organizing  new  Associations,  and  perhaps  meet 
some  of  the  frequent  calls  to  address  meetings  with  which  the  Comnait- 
tee  will  be  honored. 

3.  The  changing  of  the  Quarterly  to  a  monthly,  as  heretofore  sug- 
gested ;  but  the  publication  should  not  be  continued  without  a  subscrip- 
tion list  of  at  least  five  thousand  guaranteed. 

4.  The  appointment  of  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  as  a  day  of 
prayer,  as  has  been  done  heretofore. 

5.  A  comparison  of  views  in  this  Convention  in  regard  to  the  im- 
portance and  mode  of  conducting  State  Conventions,  and  the  adoption 
of  some  emphatic  declaratiou  embodying  the  views  expressed  by  the 
Committee  in  this  Report. 

6.  The  reiteration  of  the  resolution  adopted  at  Detroit,  in  regard  to  the 
test  of  active  membership,  and  the  adoption  of  some  stringent  instruc- 
tions to  the  agents  of  the  Convention,  in  regard  to  the  organization  of 
any  Associations  upon  a  basis  other  than  that  so  approved. 

*     7.  The  designation  of  a  part  of  an  early  session  of  the  Convention,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  work  of  the  Western  agency. 

8.  The  taking  of  a  subscription  for  the  expenses  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year,  which  should  not  be  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars ;  also  for  the  Monthly,  if  the  change  recommended  in  this  Report 
is  adopted,  and  for  the  Journal.  Ample  time  at  an  early  period  should 
be  set  apart  for  this  matter. 

9.  A  full  conference  in  the  Convention  upon  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  Detroit  to  organize  a  Lecture  Bureau,  and  also  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Bureau  as  organized. 

10.  Hon.  Richard  C.  McCownick,  for  many  years  an  active  friend  of 
the  Associations,  has  in  his  possession  the  materials  for  a  full  history  of 
this  movement,  and  has  the  earlier  chapters  of  such  a  history  written. 
His  absence  and  engagements,  as  Governor  of  Arizona,  have  heretofore 
prevented  him  from  completing  it.  He  is  now  spending  a  large  part  of 
his  time  at  the  East,  and  it  is  probable  if  this  Convention  made  the  re- 
quest, he  would  resume  the  work  so  long  suspended,  and  give  to  the 
friends  of  our  cause  a  history  of  these  societies  which  has  long  been 
needed.     The  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  this  effect  is  recommended. 

11.  At  tho  last  Convention  a  resolution  was  offered  looking  to  the  pre- 
paration of  a  Hymn  Bo  jk  for  the  use  of  the  Association.  Since  that  time 
two  propositions  for  the  publication  of  such  a  book  have  been  made  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  viz.:  (1)  By  Bro.  Farmer  of  Detroit,  who 
proposed  that  the  book  of  hymns  compiled  by  him  should  be  published 
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under  the  sanction  and  with  the  imprint  of  the  Committee,  at  a  price 
sufiBcient  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication ;  his  labor  and  musical  culture, 
in  making  the  compilation,  being  offered  as  a  contribution  to  the  cause. 
(2).  The  other  by  Bro.  Doane  of  Cincinnati,  who  proposes  to  give 
his  time  and  talent  in  the  preparation  of  a  larger  book,  containing  both 
hymns  and  tunes,  which  in  his  judgment  could  also  be  sold  at  a  low  rate, 
but  at  an  advance  upon  the  original  cost  All  profits  to  be  employed  by 
the  Executive  Committee  in  the  prosecution  of  the  general  work.  The 
Convention  having  failed  to  act  upon  the  resolution  referred  to,  the 
Committee  did  not  feel  authorized  to  close  with  either  of  these  generous 
offers,  and  they  now  report  them  and  ask  definite  action  from  the 
Convention. 

VIII.  Finances.  There  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  when  the 
last  Report  was  submitted,  the  sum  of  $1,009.24,  which  has  been  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  General  Fund.  A  statement  of  that  fund  is  as 
follows : 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  report $1,009  24 

Added  from  subscriptions  during  the  jear 760  28 

Cashpaidout • 78152 

Now  due  from  subscriptions  to  the  fund • 185  00 

Sabscriptions  duo  from  all  other  sources 296  60 

Due  for  advertising 875  50 

There  must  be  paid  out  of  the  money  now  in  hand,  in  closing  up  the 
work  of  this  Committee,  the  expenses  incident^to  the  Convention  and 
the  cost  of  issuing  the  August  number  of  the  Quarterlt. 

Detailed  statements  of  the  Treasurer  accompany  this  Report. 

IX  A  few  words  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  Associations  during 
the  last  three  years  may  not  be  undesirable.  With  a  knowledge  of  the 
particulars  of  their  rapid  growth,  the  Convention  may  act  with  greater 
appropriateness  in  regard  to  the  future. 

The  Executive  Committee,  reporting  to  the  Albany  Convention,  (no 
one  who  knows  the  gentlemen  who  conjposed  it  will  question  their 
earnestness  in  this  work,  or  the  thoroughness  of  their  performance  of 
duty,)  gave  some  statistics  in  regard  to  sixty-two  Associations.  Reports 
bavs  been  made  to  this  Convention  by  three  hundred  and  forty- 
seven.  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  number  of  Asso- 
ciations existing  in  June,  1866,  though  there  were  more  than  sixty-two, 
perhaps  seventy-five.  Now  the  Committee  learns,  from  all  sources,  of  the 
existence  of  six  hundred  and  fifty-nine.  In  1866,  fifty-four  reported 
15,688  members  of  all  classes,  paying  and  not  paying ;  now  290  report 
54j784  members  on  a  revised  roll,  containing  none  but  the  names  of 
those  i?ho  testify  their  interest  by  a  payment  of  annual  dues, 
ii 
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Thirty  three  then  reported  84,577  volumes  in  libraries;  now  127 
report  94,140  volumes,  valued  at  $121,805.  One  year  ago,  ninety 
reported  61,824  volumes,  valued  at  $100,601.  Showing  for  the  single 
yaar  a  generous  increase,  especially  when  we  consider  that  both  reports 
embrace  the  returns  of  the  largest  and  oldest  Associations. 

Another  circumstance  illustrating  this  progress  during  the  three  years 
is  found  in  the  increase  of  receipts  and  expenditures.  We  may  take  the 
A^ociation  at  New- York  as  a  type.  For  the  year  ending  one  month 
prior  to  the  Albany  Convention  the  expenses  were  $9,210.49  and  a  small 
sum  remained  in  the  treasury.  For  the  last  year  the  expenditures  were 
§16,325  or  thereabouts;  and  in  this  respect  there  has  been  a  corres- 
j) ending  increase  all  over  the  country.  Tho  results  realized  have  kept 
pace  with  this  increase. 

There  are  two  additional  particulars  in  which  vast  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  past  three  years,  to  which  it  seems  proper  to  advert 

Then  but  one  Association  in  the  laud,  so  far  ns  the  Committee  is 
arlvised,  owned  a  building  devoted  to  its  use,  viz.,  one  of  the  three  in 
operation  in  Baltimore.  The  Associations  of  Chicago  and  New- York 
had  made  considerable  progress  in  the  accumulation  of  their  building 
funds,  and  two  or  three  others  had  begun  an  effort  in  that  direction. 
The  present  condition  of  the  Associations  in  this  particular  has  already 
been  noticed.     Surely  there  is  a  wide  contrast  between  the  two. 

Another  particular  is  in  regard  to  the  favor  with  which  the  Associations 
nro  viewed. 

It  was  thought  fit  to  say  of  them  in  the  earlier  days,  "  the  American 
Christian  Associations,  with  few  exceptions,  have  not  the  highest  in- 
fluences of  society  arrayed  in  their  direct  support  to  cast  a  social  prestige 
about  them,  no  generous  supply  of  means  to  send  missionaries  into  the  field 
to  publish  tracts  and  papers  to  young  men.  The  young  men  themselves 
must  do  all."  More  than  this  was  true.  We  encountered  decided  oppo- 
sition. It  is  not  desirable,  however,  that  this  Report  should  recall,  and 
this  day  of  rejoicing  be  darkened  by  a  particular  recital  of  the  position 
of  affairs  anterior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Albany  Convention.  But  all  has 
been  changed.  The  young  men  have,  as  before,  constituted  the  working 
force ;  God  has  given  them  wisdom  to  plan,  strength  to  execute,  and 
crowned  their  labors  with  an  abundant  blessing.  Energy  to  perform, 
and  results  actually  realized,  have  brought  to  our  support  the  halting  and 
the  doubtful,  so  that  there  is  now  no  just  and  proper  thing  which  these 
Associations  can  ask  of  the  Christian  and  philanthropic  men  and  women 
of  America,  which  is  not  cheerfully  granted. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  position  we  now  hold  is  not  fraught 
with  dangers  on  every  side.  More  than  ever  do  we  need  humility,  wis- 
dom— wisdom  from  on  high — discretion  in  counsel,  and  in  action ;  pru- 
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dence — how  much  of  pnnlence — in  word  and  doctrine.      Those  who 
are  conversant  with  the  general  history  of  our  work,  know  full  well  how 
ready,  even  now,  some  are  to  find  fault     One  indiscreet  declaration,  a 
single  foolish  word  or  act  is  often  made  the  ground,  in  some  quarters, 
for  a   general   complaint   against  the  whole  of   our  brotherhood,     A 
good  fight  has  been  fought  against  the  Adversary.     We  strive  to  win 
from  his  influence  and  power  those  most  useftil  to  him  in  his  warfare 
against  the  truth,  and  he  is  ever  on  the  watch  for  an  opportunity  to 
strike  down  these  Societies.     He  is  not  scrupulous  of  means,  and  is  as 
ready  to  foster,  to  our  ruin,  a  jealousy  among  those  who  should  love  us, 
as  to  accept  the  services  of  avowed  enemies  of  the  truth.     The  his- 
tory of  these  Societies  contains  such  abundant  evidence  of  the  approval 
of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  their  future  is  so  full  of  promise,  the 
work,  though  special,  is  so  wide  in  Us  scope,  and  the  reward  of  the  laborer 
so  grand  and  enduring,  tliat  we  can  well  afford  to  make  haste  slowly, 
so  long  as  we  are  sure  we  are  actually  advancing. 

We  have  but  to  trust  God,  to  grasp  the  hand  that  lifted  Peter  from 
the  sea,  to  **  become  as  little  children,"  and  the  victory  here  and 
hereafter  will  be  ours.  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as 
the  stars  forever  and  ever." 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD,   Chairman. 


PACIFIC  RAILROAD  MISSION. 

RBPORT  or    MR.    ROBERT    WEIDEN8ALL,   AGENT    OF    THE    BXECUTIYE    COM- 
MITTEE ON  THE  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

On  the  19th  October,  1868,  after  the  necessary  arrangements  between 
the  Executive  Committee  and  myself,  I  entered  ui)on  the  Pacific  Railroad 
Mission.  To  me  it  was  a  field  of  labor  new,  and  full  of  promise ;  at 
the  same  time  I  had  misgivings  as  to  the  degree  of  its  success. 

It  was  new,  because  it  was  the  first  experiment  of  the  kind  ;  was  full 
of  promise,  for,  knowing  well  the  characteristics  of  Western  men,  1  saw 
in  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  a  peculiar  adaptiveness  to  the 
Western  missionary  work. 

My  inexperience  almost  made  me  shrink  from  the  undertaking.  My 
first  labors  were  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  Along  the  Hne  of  this 
road  I  spent  most  of  my  time,  intervening  between  the  1 9th  of  October 
and  the  assembling  of  the  Convention,  in  July,  in  organizing  Associa- 
tions, preaching  at  various  stations,  making  provisions  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  Evangelical  Ministers  wherever  I  could,  scattering  Tracts  and 
holding  special  religious  intercourse  with  railroad  men  and  others. 

The  remainder  of  the  time  I  spent  in   Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas  and 


XX 

Colorado,  in  organizing  Associations  and  ascertaining  where  future  work 
(^ould  be  done. 

I  have  traveled  over  eight  thousand  miles  by  rail  and  boat,  not  includ- 
iDg  the  trip  to  the  Convention,  at  a  cost  to  the  Committee  of  forty-two 
dollars;  and  I  have  succeeded  in  organizing,  and  partially  organizing, 
twelve  Associations;  in  making  provisions  to  secure  the  services  of  an 
Evangelical  Minister  at  one  point  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
have  entered  upon  a  correspondence  that  will,  I  hope,  ere  long,  result 
la  supplying  another  station  with  a  good  and  faithful  minister. 

Most  of  this  work  was  performed  in  an  unpropitious  season  of  the  year, 
from  mid-Winter  to  the  middle  of  the  Spring ;  especially  is  this  the  case 
in  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  where  fuel  is  very  high  and  comfortable 
looms  cannot  be  obtained  except  at  exorbitant  prices.  Then,  too,  this 
district  over  which  I  passed  had  been  visited  with  grasshopper  plagues 
for  two  successive  Summers  previous.  The  crops  were  destroyed  by 
them  ;  business  and  business  men  suffered  in  consequence,  and  many 
farmers  were  compelled  to  sell  their  'tarms  to  provide  themselves  with 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  to  me  that  the  best,  as  well  as  the  most 
satisfactory,  way  to  organize  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  a 
Htrange  town  is,  first,  to  visit  all  the  Evangelical  Ministers,  the  spiritual 
guardians  of  the  place,  and  consult  with  them  as  to  the  possibility  of 
effecting  a  working  organization.  Obtain  from  each  of  them  a  list  of  his 
most  active  members,  and  visit  them  personally.  Ask  their  advice,  con- 
sider with  Christian  courtesy  their  objections,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of 
I  en  you  will  secure  their  co-operation. 

The  agent  in  this  mission  finds  many  encouragements,  and  is  cordially 
J  net  by  large  hearted  Christians  of  all  denominations,  both  in  the  ministry 
and  lay  membership.  Denomination  bias,  although  manifest  among  West- 
ern Christians,  is  not  so  exclusive  as  in  the  East.  There  is  a  prevalent 
opinion  throughout  the  West  in  favor  of  free  reading  rooms,  and  strong 
sympathies  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  and  its  unselfish  Christian 
work.  I  have  not  visited  a  single  town  of  any  importance  that  was  not 
ready  to  form  an  Association  forthwith  or  had  not  one  in  prospect. 

Our  beloved  society  is  now  associated  with  the  church  and  school- 
house.  No  town  is  considered  complete  without  a  Y.  M.  C.  Association. 
Church  buildings  are  almost  invariably  open  to  commence  the  work  of 
organization  and  hold  stated  meetings  in  until  suitable  rooms  can  be  ob- 
tained. All  classes  of  men  are  willing  to  contribute  to  tlie  maintenance 
of  a  free  reading  room,  if  with  no  other  motive  than  to  advertise  the 
town  favorably  abroad. 

But  there  are  also  discouragements ;  men  are  so  bound  up  by  temporal 
mottoes  that  most  of  them  seem  to  regard  eternity  as  insignificant  when 
compared  with  time,  or  to  think  that  time  is  all  of  eternity.  All  shades 
of  religionists,  other  than  Evangelical  Christians,  combine  with  the 
world  to  discourage  the  progress  of  this  mission;  they  represent  the 
Association  as  a  new  denomination  to  supplant  all  the  others.  Some- 
limes  they  enter  the  primary  meetings  for  organization,  among  the  most 
zealous  apparently,  and  very  conscientiously  (?)  spring  questions  which 
tend  to  mar  all  harmony  in  the  commencement,  and  sometimes  eventu- 
ally prove  the  downfall  of  the  Association. 

Christians  belong  to  three  or  four  societies  outside  of  the  Church  and 
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attend  the  meetings  of  these  punctually.     If  any  meetings  are  to  be  neg- 
lected the  Church  or  Christianity  is  the  loser  every  time. 

A  Church  sociable,  party  or  dance  is  preferable  to  a  prayer  meeting. 
Some  denominationalists  look  upon  the  Association  as  an  instrument 
of  unrighteousness,  because  it  has  not  the  image  and  superscription  of 
their  peculiar  dogma,  and  pharisaically  gather  their  garments  tightly 
about  them  lest  they  should  be  contaminated  with  this  leprous  thing. 
Then,  too,  rents  for  favorably  located  rooms  and  prices  of  fnel  are  very 
high.  A  boy  can  scarcely  be  secured  to  keep  rooms  open  for  less  than 
forty  dollars  per  month.  Hence  the  expenses  necessary  to  maintain  an 
Association  and  free  reading  room  are  very  heavy. 

Before  giving  an  outline  of  the  formation  and  present  condition  of  each 
individual  Association,  I  desire  that  you  would  consider  the  unpropitious 
season,  already  referred  to,  in  which  many  of  them  were  commenced,  as 
well  as  the  time  when  I  received  their  reports  to  lay  before  this  Conven- 
tion, which  was  the  early  part  of  June,  when  the  evenings  are  among  the 
shortest,  and  when  indeed  the  interest  in  old  established  Associations 
begins  to  flag. 

Ihe  Association  at  Fremont,  Nebraska,  was  organized  in  October ; 
numbered  83  members,  active,  associate  and  auxiliary,  I  believe.  They 
fitted  up  an  unfinished  room  m  the  Court  House,  which  insures  them  the 
use  of  it  for  several  years      It  is  convenient  for  the  whole  community. 

A  good  selection  of  daily,  weekly  and  monthly  papers,  periodicals  and 
books  has  been  placed  in  the  room.  An  experienced  librarian  from  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  took  charge  of  the  room.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting 
Has  been  maintained  and  a  number  of  lectures  have  been  delivered  under 
the  auspices  of  the  A^ociation. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  many  of  its  officers  and  active  members  are 
engaged  in  improving  homesteads  and  pre  empted  lands,  which  compels 
their  temporary  absence  from  town.  The  Association  feels  the  effect  of 
this,  but  the  1  resident  assured  me  that  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  keep 
up  the  interest  during  the  summer. 

I  predict  for  this  Association  a  good  work  next  fall  and  winter.  It  is 
not  involved  in  debt,  but  has  funds  on  hand. 

In  the  month  of  November  I  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Cheyenne  Association ;  spent  considerable  labor  to  render  certain  its 
success;  solicited  165  members  and  collected  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($135.50),  which  sum  has  been  deposited  in 
bank  up  to  this  time.  But  unforeseen  difficulties  presented  themselves, 
consequently  nothing  has  been  done  as  yet. 

Immmediately  after  I  had  succeeded  in  completing  the  organization, 
there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  assist  in  purchasing 
a  building  and  lot.  The  Room  Committee  were  negotiating  for  a  build- 
ing on  a  leased  lot,  but  did  not  want  to  buy  unless  they  could  secure  the 
lot  also  An  unreasonable  price  was  asked  for  the  lot,  hence  this  project 
failed.  They  negotiated  for  another  building  less  favorably  located. 
Before  the  bargain  was  closed,  however,  the  selling  party  demanded  more 
and  would  not  part  with  the  property  at  the  first  price.  This  failure 
was  followed  up  by  the  great  snow  blockade,  and  soon  afterwards  by  the 
wholesale  discharge  of  hands  by  N.  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  contractors,  and 
^y  the  non  payment  of  all  hands  retained,  for  so  long  a  time,  that  busi- 
ness was  almost  prostrated.     Cheyenne  to-day  is  suffering  from  these 
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drawbacks,  but  her  live  business  men  and  future  prospects  will  before 
long  work  a  decided  change.  It  is  bound  at  no  distant  day  to  become  a 
flourishing  place.  It  will  be  the  most  western  junction  on  the  N.  P.  R,  R., 
where  the  Northern  and  Southern  traffic  will  seek  a  common  track.  By 
all  means  there  should  be  an  active  Association  in  Cheyenne,  All  that  is 
needed  is  a  room  of  their  own.  I  fear  they  are  not  able  to  purchase  it 
now. 

I  took  up  a  subscription  of  six  hundred  dollars  in  North  Platte,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  one  dollars  in  Sidney,  both  stations  on  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad,  to  secure  for  them  the  regular  services  of  an  Evangelical 
Minister.  The  field  was  most  promising.  I  could  have  raised  more 
money,  I  am  sure ;  but  the  great  discharge  of  hands  already  referred  to, 
and  non-payment  of  those  retained,  c?mpletely  reversed  the  order  of 
things.  Besides,  the  Railroad  Hotel  and  car-shop  in  North  Platte  were 
burned  down,  which  rendered  matters  much  worse.  The  Minister,  Rev. 
E.  W.  Cook,  has  been  in  the  field  for  three  months.  He  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent man.  Many  of  the  subscribers  have  gone  away,  and  those  who 
remain  are  without  money.  Mr.  Cook  thinks  he  will  leave  for  the  pre- 
sent, but  will  not  abandon  the  field,  for  there  is  yet  promise  in  it  Many 
will  regret  his  departure,  and  perhaps  will  conclude  to  raise  the  amount 
necessary  to  induce  him  to  stay. 

However,  this  mission  has  not  been  without  its  fruits,  for  a  much 
better  tone  has  been  given  to  the  community ;  and,  besides,  Mr.  Cook 
went  to  Cheyenne,  organized  a  congregation,  and  secured  a  young  man 
to  preach  for  them,  who  is  on  the  ground  now,  and  intends  to  stay. 

There  is  a  large  German  population  at  Grand  Island,  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  mostly  jnembers  of  the  Lutheran  ChurcL  I  have  been  cor- 
responding witU  them,  with  a  view  to  provide  them  with  a  God-like  man 
to  preach  to  them  the  pure,  wonder-working  Gospel. 

In  Januaiy  and  beginning  of  February,  I  organized  four  Associations 
in  Iowa — at  Clinton,  Montana,  Boonsboro  and  Jefferson ;  all  stations  on 
the  Chicago  and  North- Western  Railroad.  Two  of  these,  the  Montana 
and  Jefferson  Associations,  continue  their  organizations,  and  hold  their 
regular  business  and  prayer  meetings,  but  have  not  as  yet  opened  reading 
rooms. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Boonsboro,  and  can  say  nothing  about  the 
Association  there.  It  is  a  good  town,  with  material  sufficient  to  main- 
tain a  working  organization. 

The  Clinton  Association  was  formed  in  the  early  part  of  January,  and 
has  proved  a  complete  success.  They  have  secured  a  large  and  centrally 
located  room,  for  the  monthly  business  and  weekly  prayer  meetings  of 
the  society.  They  have  also  a  first-class  reading  room,  fitted  up  in  good 
taste,  having  file  reading  matter :  10  daily  papers,  58  weekly  and  monthly 
papers,  14  of  which  are  religious,  including  the  leading  organs  of  almost 
all  denominations,  and  40  magazines  and  periodicals.  Number  of  active 
members  who  have  signed  the  Constitution,  40.  Whole  number  on  the 
rolls,  and  proposed  for  membership,  about  70.  Regular  prayer  meetings 
are  kept  up  with  marked  interest,  and  business  meetings  are  well  a^ 
tended.  A  regular  weekly  mission  meeting  has  been  established  and 
maintained  by  the  Association. 

Clinton  is  a  good  point  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  one  of  the  most 
rapidly  growing  towns  in  the  West,  and  among  the  most  beautiful. 
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In  Kansas,  during  the  month  of  April,  I  organized  three  Associations : 
in  Atchison,  Junction  City  and  Ottowa.  Have  received  no  report  from 
the  Ottowa  Association,  and  can  say  nothing  of  its  present  condition. 

The  Society  at  Junction  City  maintains  its  existence.  Regular  meet- 
ings are  held.  The  membership  is  small,  but  considerable  interest  is 
manifested  in  its  success.  Their  request  is,  "  Remember  our  young 
Association  in  your  prayers;  we  are  on  the  advanced  picket  post.** 
Junction  City  is  west  of  Fort  Riley,  near  the  junction  of  the  Smoky  Hill 
and  Republican  Eivei*s.  The  town  is  surrounded  by  a  most  beautiful 
country. 

Have  received  two  reports  from  Atchison  ;  the  first  was  quite  flatter- 
ing, declaring  the  Association  a  complete  success,  and  that  it  numbered 
forty  members.  This  report  was  made  in  April.  In  June  I  received  a 
more  doleful  account  Things  had  not  worked  fully  up  to  their  expec- 
tations. The  main  difficulty  was  to  secure  a  quorum,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  Here  was  the  only  place  that  the  quorum  for 
the  Board  was  more  than  five.  I  told  them  that  it  would  check  them 
sooner  or  later.  However,  the  president  thinks  that  they  will  be  able  to 
get  into  running  order,  at  the  expense  of  considerable  labor  and  time. 

There  is  good  material  in  Atchison  and  plenty  of  it.  If  the  Associa- 
tion can  merely  outlive  the  summer,  its  success  in  the  fall  and  winter  will 
be  as  complete  as  they  anticipated.  There  are  good  rooms  in  the  place, 
and  rents  are  comparatively  low. 

During  the  month  of  May  I  began  the  organization  of  three  Associa- 
tions in  Missouri :  one  in  Warrensburg,  on  the  Missouri  Pacific  R  R., 
which  proved  a  failure  before  the  organization  was  completed,  the  princi- 
pal cause  of  which  was  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Ihe  Association  in  Jefferson  City,  the  capital  of  the  State,  which  num- 
bers but  five  members  as  yet,  is  hopeful  of  doing  much  good.  In  this 
city  there  is  a  most  excellent  field  for  Y.  M.  C.  Association  work.  The 
city  is  thronged  with  excellent  young  men,  but  few  of  them  are  identified 
with  the  Church.  I  was  heartily  welcomed  by  all  the  ministers ;  although 
to  some  extent  divided  among  themselves,  all  actually  united  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Association  there.  This  is  the  only  place  where  the 
German  element  was  represented  in  forming  a  Society. 

An  Association  also  exists  in  Chillicothe,  from  wnich  I  have  received 
a  favorable  report,  stating  that  the  society  numbered  fifty  members,  and 
the  soliciting  committee  had  not  all  yet  reported.  They  have  engaged 
the  Good  Templars'  Hall;  have  held  weekly  meetings  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  The  members  have  had  more  uphill  work 
than  was  at  first  anticipated.  Bad  weather  was  one  of  the  difficulties  iu 
the  way.  The  President  reports  subscriptions  from  professed  infidels, 
who  express  their  willingness  to  do  something  for  the  masses. 

The  Association  at  the  time  of  the  report  was  preparing  to  hold  a 
grand  mass  meeting,  in  which  all  the  churches  but  one  would  heartily 
co-operate. 

With  firm  reliance  upon  God,  and  with  the  daily  prayers  of  those  who 
are  identified  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  the  President  thinks  the  organ- 
ization can  be  made  a  success,  even  beyond  present  expectations. 

In  the  vast  field  over  which  I  have  passed,  I  found  associations  at  Mar- 
shalliown,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Council  Bluffs  in  Iowa;  at  Leavenworth, 
hawreoce,  Topeka  in  Kansas,  at  Kansas  City,  Ileasaut  Hill,  Sedalia,  St. 


Louis,  Haniubal,  Macon  and  Bt  Joseph  in  Missouri,  and  at  Denre^ 
Colorado  Ty, 

I  could  Lave  benefitted  some  of  them  Associations^  but  lime  could  not 
be  spared,  I  tonaulted  with  the  officers  of  the  Denver  Association, 
which  baa  the  name  Christian,  but  inak<2s  no  pretentions  to  piety,  aod 
tbey  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  be  turned  to  a  Christian  accouaL 
Its  reading  room  has  been  until  recently  a  suecei^a  and  is  yet  open. 

Central  t'ity.  Golden  City  and  ] Moulder  City,  I  was  informed,  hajj 
readinpj  rooma  if  not  Christian  Assoeialions.  I  roeeived  some  Tnontb* 
ago  a  very  encouraging  letter  from  Logan  sport,  Indiana.  When  I  pasaeH 
through  that  town  last  winter  I  met  several  of  its  members,  i^ave  iheni 
all  the  informatinn  I  could  and  left  with  them  several  Aesociaf  ion  doeu* 
nients,  among  thcni  the  Quartcrbj. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  new  associations  can  he  formed  at  Lyons,  Sfotix 
City  and  other  points  in  Iowa;  at  Nebras^ka  City,  and  perha  ft  at  Lin- 
coln and  Dacota  in  Nebraska  ;  at  Independenuc,  Falmyta,  Warrensbu rg^ 
and  Cameron  in  Missouri, 

All  the  Associations  I  have  succeeded  in  organizing  should  be  visitad 
again,  for  labor  thus  spent  will  produce  a  large  yield. 

We  now  have  the  inside  track  of  any  one  institution.  The  mtaaioil 
is  appreciated*  The  workmen  along  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Kalb 
road  desire  its  continuance.  Obfitir\'ation  has  assured  me  tljat  in  f«w 
cases  hn&  more  substantive  good  been  effec^ted  with  the  same  outlay  of 
time  and  money*  I  consider  the  mi&sion  a  success  j  it  remains  for  the 
Convention  to  puss  judgment* 

la  almost  all  WcBtern  towns  th<3  Germans,  asBiated  by  al!  who  coart 
their  influence,  are  building  large  temples  to  liacchiis.  You  can  he  in 
full  communion  with  them,  though  you  belong  to  any  society  or  organ* 
ization  under  the  sua,  save  the  Christian  Church  and  a  temperanc<3 
BocieJy,  of  course. 

I  will  here  state  that  one  young  man  in  t}ie  West  is  of  much  more 
account  than  another  possessing  the  ssime  abilities  in  the  EasL  You 
ask  me  why»  Because  all  soi^iety  m  the  West  is  being  organized.  Everv 
young  man  is  a  formative  part,  that  cantiot  be  cast  oat. 

Will  the  Convention  allow  the  atitivc  young  men  of  the  West,  v  ho 
make  up  two-thirds  of  the  organic  body,  to  enter  the  gates  of  Uell  in 
broad  day-light,  without  making  etfort  to  open  a  gate  to  Heaven  for 
them,  which  shall  be  open  evtiry  day  in  the  wtjck  \  No  Christian  organ- 
ization can  get  more  young  men  to  work  with  it  than  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 

With  a  firm  reliance  upon  God,  that  He  will  direct  all  departments  of 
His  Church,  and  will  send  His  missionaries  wherever  they  are  most 
needed,  I  subscribe  mj self  your  Brother  in  Christj 

EOBERr  WEIDENSALL, 
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REPORTS  OF  CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EX- 
ECUTIVE  COMMITTEE,  FOR  THE  SEVERAL  STATES  AND 
PROVINCES. 


EXPORT   OF   CORRESPONDING   MEMBER   FOR   OONNEOTIOUT. 

During  tbe  past  year  only  six  Associations  have  been  organ- 
ized, viz. :  Wallingford,  North  Stonington,  Daubury,  New  (^anaan, 
Danielsonville  and  Guilford.  On  the  whole  the  efficiency  of  the  institu- 
tion is  increased,  in  some  instances  greatly.  Some  Associations  which 
were  organized  just  prior  to  the  Detroit  Convention  have  become  a 
power  in  the  places  where  they  are  located. 

In  one  place  we  learn  that  the  day  appointed  as  a  Day  of  Prayer  was 
duly  observed.  Sermons  were  delivered  from  tfie  sacred  desk  from  these 
texts :  *'  Brethren,  pray  for  us,"  and  *'  I  am  full  of  power  by  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord,"  followed  by  a  public  prayer  meeting — and  the  good  influence  is 
felt  to  this  day. 

In  another  place  two  prayer  meetings  were  held  in  the  room  of  the 
Association,  which  were  very  fully  attended,  and  the  prayers  were  not 
only  answered  on  the  spot  by  one  asking  an  interest  for  himself,  but  an 
interest  commenced  at  that  time  which  still  continut* s ;  and  scores  have 
been  hopefully  converted.  The  Association  in  this  place  holds  four- 
teen prayer  meetiogs  weekly  in  their  rooms. 

Another  Association  has  been  blessed  with  a  most  powerful  revival, 
which  began  with  the  observance  of  the  Day  of  Prayer,  and  the  President 
in  writing  of  it  says  that  **  we  had  a  large  associate  membership,  but 
tbey  are  now  all  active  members.  They  have  all  been  converted,  and 
the  revival  has  been  so  general  as  to  cause  an  almost  entire  change  in 
public  sentiment.  The  churches  have  been  literally  filled  with  converts." 
Another  place  rejoices  in  a  glorious  revival,  but  which  seems  confined 
ahnost  entirely  to  the  meetings  and  particular  influence  of  the  Associa- 
tion. These  meetings  are  full  to  overflowing  and  many  have  been  con- 
verted. In  fact,  nearly  every  place  where  the  Day  of  Prayer  was 
heartily  observed  has  been  greatly  blessed,  while  from  those  who  neg- 
lected the  opportunity  we  have  no  such  "  good  news." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  primary  object  of  the  Association,  viz ,  **  The 
conversion  of  young  men  to  Christ,"  has  been  more  nearly  accomplished 
in  Connecticut  this  year  than  ever  before.  We  feel  to  thank  God,  to 
take  courage  and  press  on. 

There  are  but  two  buildings  owned  by  Associations  in  our  State  as 
yet,  but  I  feel  that  this  will  not  be  said  of  us  another  year.  Probably 
one  cause  why  no  more  buildings  are  owned  by  the  Associations  is,  that 
the  work  of  collecting  the  necessary  amount  of  funds  seems  too  great  an 
undertaking ;  but  those  who  feel  this  are  probably  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  easier  to  raise  funds  to  put  up  a  building,  a  part  of  which  may 
be  rented,  thereby  giving  the  Association  a  constant  and  sure  income, 
than  it  is  to  raise  sufficient  to  defray  running  expenses. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Horace  P.  Hoadlet. 
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FKPORT  OF  CORRESPONDING  MEMBER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  field  of  the  CorrespoDding  Member  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
is  BO  circumscribed  and  has  been  so  well  cultivated  by  my  predecessors, 
that  theie  is  little  of  interest  to  communicate  in  the  way  of  a  report. 

The  list  of  questions  accompanying  your  circular-letter,  No.  6,  will  put 
you  in  possession,  when  properly  filled  out  and  returned,  of  such  infor- 
niation  from  each  of  our  three  Associations  as  will  enable  you  to  set 
the  in  before  the  public  in  their  proper  light. 

The  names  of  the  three  Associations  as  they  now  appear,  are  "Colored 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,"  Pre^.,  James  L.  Thomas,  Sec,  Wm. 
A,  Freeman  ;  "  East  Washin£rton  Young  Men's  Christian  Association," 
Pri's.,  Wm.  Muirhead,  Sec,  Thos.  Somerville;  ^*  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  the  City  of  Washington,"  Pres,,  Major-General  0.  O. 
Howard,  Cor.  Sec,  Luther  E.  Sleigh  ;  Mec.  Sec ,  Wm.  Lamborn. 

The  "Colored  Y.  M.  C.  A,"  has  at  present  one  Mission  Sabbath 
School,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  75  scholars  and  teachers. 

The  "East  Washington"  has  three  in  flourishing  condition,  one. of 
winch  is  at  the  County  Alms  House.  At  another  the  teachers  have  suc- 
ceeded in  creating  such  a  religious  interest  of  a  permanent  character  as 
to  result  in  the  erection  of  a  chapel  soon  to  be  dedicated. 

Under  the  auspices  of  our  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  the  City  of  Washington, 
two  new  Mission  Schools  have  been  organized  during  the  year,  and  one 
discontinued.  We  have  now  four  in  active  operation,  viz :  Canal  Mis- 
sion, while  school,  C.  B.  Bailey,  Supt, ;  colored  school,  C.  H.  Mervin, 
Svpt. ;  Providence  Hospital,  W.  D.  Blackford,  Supt ;  Corner  20th  and 
R  Streets,  J.  S.  Slater,  oupt. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  the  new  rooms  in  our  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building,  were 
dedicated  by  a  grand  re-union  and  appropriate  ceremonies  It  was  an 
occasion  long  to  be  remembered  by  our  Association,  and  we  hope  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten  by  some  good  friends  of  the  cause  from  abroad, 
who  were  present  with  us,  among  whom  were  Messrs.  J.  V.  Farwell,  of 
Chicago,  and  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

We  take  possession  of  our  new  quarters  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  unprecedented  temporal  and  spiritual 
proaperity.  Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  past  year,  however,  com- 
pared with  what  we  hope  to  do  in  the  year  upon  which  we  have  just 
entered,  principally  because  we  have  not  been  able  to  locate  our  rooms 
conveniently.  Our  present  rooms  are  very  commodious,  as  well  as  easy 
of  access. 

Our  General  Secretary,  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  has  made  himself  very 
useful  and  efficient,  and  has  endeared  himselt  to  us  all  by  his  uniformly 
kind  and  friendly  manner,  while  he  has  procured  for  the  Association  the 
interest  and  assistance  of  all  the  active  Christian  denominations  of  the 
city.  We  are  prepared  to  recommend  to  every  Association  of  the  land 
the  employment  of  a  paid  Secretary,  if  such  an  one  can  be  found  who 
combines  urbanity  of  manners  with  an  absorbing  interest  in  the  salvation 
of  souls.  Affectionately,  your  brother  in  Christ, 

LUTQEB   E.    SlEIQH, 

Cor.  Member  for  D.  C, 
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REPORT   OF   C0RBE8P0NDIN0    MEMBER   FOR   ILLINOIS. 

During  the  year  information  as  to  organization,  <fec.,  has  been  fur- 
nished on  application  to  the  following  named  Associations,  which  have 
passed  through  the  preliminaries  of  formation  and  have,  I  believe,  with 
one  exception,  all  gone  to  work  in  their  respective  localities,  viz. :  Brim- 
field,  Rev.  A.  Bowers,  Pres, ;  Prlnceville,  officers  not  reported  ;  Honipin, 
J.  W.  Smith,  PreB. ;  Monmouth,  officers  not  reported  ;  Princeton,  officers 
not  reported ;  Elmwood,  not  fully  organized.  There  are  other  new 
Associations  organized  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Association, 
from  whom  I  have  been  unable  to  secure  reports. 

We  have  during  the  year  written  and  distributed  about  1,100  letters, 
circulars  and  packages  tiiroughout  the  States  and  have  expended  about 
$37.  Prayerfully  yours, 

W.  H.  Woods. 


REPORT    OF    CORRESPONDING    MEMBER   FOR   INDIANA. 

Mr.  Judson  submits  a  very  concise  tabulated  report,  full  of  valuable 
statistics,  which  have  been  incorporated  in  tbeir  proper  place  in  the 
general  statistical  table  to  be  found  elsewhere.  No  details  are  given  in 
the  character  of  a  formal  report  which  can  be  presented  here. 


REP0R1    OF   CORRESPONDING    MEMBER    FOR    IOWA. 

We  have  twenty-four  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  Iowa. 
Some  are  alive  to  the  work,  others  are  cold  and  inactive.  Nearly  or 
quite  all  these  have  been  organized  within  three  years.  A  State  Con- 
vention of  the  Associations  met  at  Cedar  Rapids  in  April  last.  About 
one-half  of  the  Associations  were  represented.  Practical  topics  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  work  were  discussed  and  the  meeting  whs  a 
glorious  success.  In  some  places  Associations  have  been  organized,  and 
Uved  for  a  short  time,  only  to  droop  and  die.  In  the  larger  cities  of  the 
Slate  a  daily  prayer  meeting  is  sustained  in  connection  with  the  Asso- 
ciation. I  estimate  that  twelve  Associations  have  daily  prayer  meetings. 
The  remainder  have  weekly  meetings.  Three  or  four  employ  city  mis- 
sionaries.   Ten  Associations  have  been  formed  during  the  past  year. 

I  have  addressed  a  printed  circular  to  every  Association,  asking  for 
information,  but  have  succeeded  in  getting  satisfactory  returns  from  but 
few  of  them.  I  feel  confident  that  during  another  year  I  could  succeed 
in  getting  reports  from  all  and  have  a  report  to  send  you  in  some  shape. 
The  reason  I  think  so  is  that  we  now  have  a  State  Convention,  which 
will  meet  next  year,  and  we  shall  ask  for  a  report  from  each  Association 
then,  whether  represented  or  not  We  are  also  about  to  publish  the 
proceedings  of  the  April  Convention  in  pamphlet  form,  and  I  think  that 
will  stimulate  the  delinquent  Associations  to  some  extent  at  least.  I  feel 
confident  that  we  shall  get  into  good  working  order  now  very  soon,  and 
that  our  great  and  growing  commonwealth  will  stand  second  to  none  in 
the  great  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations, 

May  God  bless  you  as  members  of  the  Committee  in  the  arduous  work 
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you  have  in  hand,  and  may  the  gathering  at  Portland  be  owned  of  the 
Maater  in  the  salvation  of  rouIs. 

Your  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
Geo.  R.  Ransom, 

Cor,  Member  for  lotDa. 


REPORT   OS    THE    CORRESPONDIXO    MEMBER   FROM    MAINE. 

The  year  1867-8  was  a  year  of  remarkable  activity  in  the  cause  of 
Associations  in  Maine ;  a  large  number  of  Associations  were  organized ; 
a  large  amount  of  efficient  work  was  done  for  the  Master.  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  now  exist  in  nearly  all  the  leading  towns  of  the 
fetate,  though  there  are  some  unfortunate  exceptions.  At  our  last  State 
Convention  the  Corresponding  Member  was  authorized  to  proceed  to  the 
orgiiuization  of  new  Associations  in  several  of  the  seaboard  towns,  still 
without  them — Thomaston,  Rockland  and  Belfast.  I  have  corresponded 
and  discussed  the  subject  with  several  pastors  and  others  at  those  points, 
Vmt  the  favorable  time  for  beginning  did  not  seem  to  them  at  hand.  At 
Thomaston,  I  am  informed,  an  Association  was  once  organized,  but  on 
ni'Count  of  the  departure  of  young  men  from  town,  it  was  found  difficult 
Ut  sustain  it.  At  Rockland  it  is  exceedingly  important  that  an  Associa- 
tion should  be  organized  as  soon  as  the  Christian  young  men  of  that  city 
can  be  made  to  feel  its  necessity. 

The  work  of  Associations  in  Maine  is  less  exclusively  for  young  men 
than  in  the  great  cities.  Our  efforts  are  largely  in  the  field  of  mission 
schools  and  cottage  prayer  meetings.  1  append  such  statistics  as  I  have 
hocn  able  to  gather.  Though  I  have  sent  printed  circulars  to  each  Associa- 
tion in  the  fctate,  asking  for  all  statistics  that  are  of  interest,  I  have 
lieard  from  only  about  one-half  of  the  Associations — but  I  am  able  to 
form  a  fair  estimate  of  the  condition  of  the  field  from. such  facts  as  have 
leen  furnished  me  Associations  have  been  formed  in  Maine  at  the  fol- 
luwing  points :  Portland,  Auburn,  Lewiston,  Biddeford,  Saco,  Sacarappa, 
Gorham,  Oxford,  Morway,  Andover,  Yarmouth,  Mechanics  Falls,  Leeds, 
Winthrop,  Gray,  Bath,  Brunswick,  Richmond,  Gardiner,  Hallowell, 
Augusta,  Waterville,  Skowhegan,  Farmington,  Bangor,  Dexter,  Wiscasset, 
27  in  all.  The  work  of  the  Corresponding  Member  lias  been  circura- 
Bcribed  narrowly,  for  the  reason  that  all  his  expenses  for  traveling,  for 
circulars,  &c.,  were  necessarily  met  from  his  own  pocket.  The  Associa- 
tions of  the  ttate  should  raise  a  fund  of  at  least  $200  per  year,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Corresponding  Member  in  the  prosecution  of  State 
A  association  work.  If  a  Corresponding  Member  of  more  means,  leisure 
and  Christian  graces  were  selected,  it  might,  perhaps,  contribute  more 
tuliy  to  this  result. 

The  Association,  whose  success  has  been  most  manifest  and  remarkable, 
is  the  Biddeford  Association,  which  seems  to  have  been  in  a  constant 
state  of  revival.  The  Association  at  Gray  has  also  been  greatly  blessed. 
I  condense  all  needed  information  in  the  following  statistics  : 

Portland — Pre*.,  Andrew  J.  Chase ;  Cor,  Sec,  J  as.  H.  Coffin;  424 
members  —increase  for  the  year,  87  ;  conversions,  30 ;  number  prayer 
meetings  weekly,  3  at  rooms,  5  elsewhere,  5  at  Sunday  Schools  ;  average 
altendance,  100  at  rooms,  at  Sunday  Schools,  40.     Reading  room  open 
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daily,  54  pM)er8,  <fec.  3,000  tracfs  distributed.  Population  of  Portland, 
33,000 ;  3  Baptist  churches,  9  Congregational,  4  Methodist,  3  Episcopal, 
besides  Universalist  and  Unitarian.  The  sailors  are  visited  every  Sab- 
bath.   The  rooms  are  in  the  3d  story  and  need  to  be  lower  down. 

Lewiston — Prejj.,  A.  G.  Chick ;  Cor.  Sec^  G.  W.  Garcelon  ;  163  mem- 
bers ;  prayer  meetings  at  rooms  Sunday  morning  and  evening,  7  prayer 
meetuigs,  7  Sabbath  schools.  Population  14,000  ;  reading  room  open 
daily,  28  papers,  &c.,  200  volumes  in  library,  70,000  (!)  pages  of  tracts 
distributed ;  a  city  Missionary  is  employed,  the  manufacturing  corpora- 
tions of  the  city  subscribing  $800  to  the  Association  for  that  purpose 
annually.    Open  air  meetings  are  held  every  Sabbath  at  6^  P.  M. 

Biddeford— Pre*.,  R.  M.  Hobbs;  Cor,  Sec,  B.  N.  Towle ;  225  mem- 
bers— increase  for  the  year,  100;  conversions,  270  ;  9  prayer  meetings; 
1  Sunday  school ;  average  attendance,  1 50  at  prayer  meetings.  Popula- 
tion, 10,000  ;  6  churches ;  reading  room  ;  3  000  pages  tracts  distributed. 
Very  great  religious  interest  and  a  large  number  of  conversions  at  the 
rooms. 

Hallowell — Pres.,  H.  A.  Tobey ;  Cor»  Sec,  A.  F.  Morse ;  40  members ; 
6  prayer  meetings ;  1  Sunday  school ;  average  attendance,  good  ;  at  Sun- 
day school,  50.  Population,  2,500 ;  5  churches  ;  a  good  interest  prevails. 
Farmington — Fres.,  Geo.  W.  Stanley;  Cor.  Sic,  E.  W.  Perkins;  60 
members ;  1  prayer  meeting ;  average  attendance,  8.  Population,  3,000 ; 
4  churches ;  25  copies,  "  Christian  at  Work,'^  taken. 

Yarmouth — Pres,,  A.  L.  Loring;  Cor,  Sec, 3.  M.  Cobb;  42  members; 
conversions,  3 ;  4  prayer  meetings ;  average  attendance,  45.  Popula- 
tion, 2,600;  4  churches;  prayer  meetings  are  held  in  Cumberland  in 
school  houses. 

Gray — Pres,,  Thomas  Gilpatrick  (has  not  acted).  Rev.  E.  Bean,  Act- 
ing Pres, ;  Cor.  Sec,  Edward  Marr ;  44  members ;  increase  for  the  year, 
27 ;  48  conversions ;  3  prayer  meetings,  1  Sabbath  school ;  average  at- 
tendance, 50.  1,800  population;  2  churches.  Association  formed  Sep- 
tember, 1868.     Great  revival  work  last  winter. 

Mechanics'  Falls — Pres.,  John  W.  Penney ;  Cor,  Sec,  William  Jones ; 
26  members ;  conversion,  1 ;  4  •  prayer  meetings  weekly ;  2  Sunday 
scbools ;  average  attendance,  20  at  meetings,  100  at  Sunday  schools. 
Population,  1,100;  4  churches;  reading  room;  75  vols,  in  library; 
2,400  pages  tracts  distributed  and  50  Bibles. 

Saco— Pre*.,  II.  P.Cobb;  Cor.  Sec,  A.  C.  Tuxbury  ;  71  members; 
3  conversions ;  2  prayer  meetings  weekly  ;  average  attendance,  250. 
Population,  7,000  ;  organized  past  year ;  3,000  pages  tracts  distributed. 
Meetings  at  the  Manutacturing  Company's  boarding  houses  during  the 
winter. 

Brunswick — Pres,,  Edwin  F.  Brown ;  Cor.  Sec  ,  John  Furbish  ;  60 
members ;  increase  for  the  year,  6  ;  conversions,  7 ;  5  prayer  meetings 
weekly;  2  Sunday  Schools ;  average  attendance,  120  at  prayer  meeting, 
^0  at  Sunday  school.  Population,  5,000 ;  9  churches  ;  3,000  pages 
tracts  distributed  and  350  copies  "  Christian  at  Work."  Good  interest ; 
in  the  5  outside  meetings  encouraging  interest. 

Sacarappa — Pres,  Albion  P.  Stiles;  Cor.  Sec,  Albert  Chase;  15 
members;  2  prayer  meetings  weekly;  attendance  good.  Population, 
2,000 ;  2  churches.  Chief  interest  in  the  prayer  meetings.  No  mission 
w^rk  done  thus  far  this  year. 
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Auburn — Prcs.^  A»  M.  Jackson  ;  Cor,  Sec.,  Addison  Small ;  230  mem- 
bers; about  26  conversions;  6  prayer  meetings  weekly;  7  Sunday 
Biibools ;  average  attendance,  75.  Open  air  meetings  held  alternate  Sab- 
bath afternoons.  About  400  children  in  the  mission  schooltf.  A  reading 
room  with  20  papers,  and  a  library  of  about  1,100  Volumes.  Population, 
6,000. 

Bangor— Pr£'«.,  William  P.  Hubbard ;  Cor.  Sec,,  C.  B.  Lakin ;  72 
members.  The  Bangor  Association  makes  the  most  melancholy  report 
of  any  Association  in  the  State.  Absolutely  no  Work  is  done  by  it;  no 
meetings  are  held ;  it  has  no  reading  room.  All  this  in  a  city  of 
probably  20,000  inhabitants,  the  second  city  in  Nfaine.  The  reasons  for 
this  inactivity  are  not  stated,  but  it  probably  is  becanae  the  devil  is  not 
dead  in  Bangor. 

As  nearly  as  I  can  estimate,  there  are  in  the  aggregate  in  the  Y.  M.C. 
A.'s  of  Maine,  about  2,000  Christian  members,  of  whom  about  200  are 
ladies.  There  are  about  500  associate  members.  The  number  of  con- 
versions the  past  year  has  been  about  400,  of  which  a  large  proportion, 
or  rather  more  than  one-half,  occurred  in  the  Biddeford  Association.  The 
State  Convention  recommended  the  admission  of  the  sisters  of  the 
churches  into  the  Associations  of  the  State*  The  Biddeford  and  Auburn 
Associations  seem  to  have  made  a  successful  effort  in  securing  lady  mem- 
berships, and  the  sisters  co-operate  very  successfully  in  the  mission  work 
of  the  Associations.  About  a  quarter" of  a  million  of  pages  of  tracts  have 
been  distributed  in  the  ^tate,  and  the  gospel  has  reached  about  10,000 
eouls,  who  would  probably  have  been  neglected  but  for  our  Association 
work. 

F.    L.    DiNGLEY, 

Corresponding  Member  for  Maine, 


REPORT   OF    CORRSSPONDINO    MEMBER   FOR   MARYLAND. 

The  work  of  the  Associations  has  made  some  progress  in  this  State 
during  the  last  year.  The  Associations  in  existence  a  year  ago  have,  for 
the  most  part  1  believe,  done  a  great  deal  of  good ;  and  in  the  last  four 
months  several  Associations  have  been  formed,  which  bid  lair  to  do  a 
good  work  in  the  future. 

The  Associations  of  Baltimore,  having  the  largest  field  for  effort,  and 
being  thoroughly  organized,  have  the  greatest  results  to  report  There 
are  four  Associations.  Only  one  of  these,  I  believe,  has  rooms  and  a 
library.  The  others  hold  frequent  meetings,  conduct  Sabbath  schools, 
mid  attend  to  other  Christian  work. 

The  largest  of  these  Associations  has  its  rooms  in  a  central  part  of 
the  city,  and  is,  by  means  of  its  library  and  meetings  of  various  kinds, 
doing  a  great  deal  of  good  among  young  men. 

The  annual  report  of  this  Association,  a  large  part  of  which  was  in 
the  Monthly  for  June,  contains  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information. 
That  report  indicates  that  they  are  not  behind  any  in  the  land  in  their 
efforts  to  benefit  young  men.  They  keep  up  noon-day,  Saturday  night 
and  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer  meetings.  They  have  commenced  street 
preaching  on  Sabbath  afternoons.  They  are  now  publishing  a  monthly 
paper,  known   as   "  The   Young  MarCs  Friend^'*     A  Young  Women's 
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Ion  liM  aUo  Ixeen  formed,  which  bids  fair  to  ho  Useful-  Tliis  fa 
illxiUuy'  to  tlia  Youiig^  Motj's  AisocmtioTK  The  rooms  have  just  been 
hanJEOineiy  psitUetl  aiid  fiimi^htd,  and  now  pres^ent  a  very  atir,  ctivo 
app^arnue**  They  are  alw  niakinij  an  effort  to  raise  tlie  nie:in8  to  huild 
^  liftll,  similar  in  beauty  and  capacity  to  thoue  ereoted  m  other  dtiea. 

lln?  Frederick  Aisociation  has  eliowa  a  good  deal  of  vigor  sittt^e  the 
fljjnivorvity,  whi*:'h  Wna  held  in  January.  Cottage  prayer  nieetingti  havt^ 
been  held,  whiuh  have  been  prodin^tivc?  of  good  results.  The  Sabbath 
eveuiflg  prnyer  meetings  have  been  well  attende^h  The  meetings  held 
at  the  jail  and  alm&^bouae  have  been  a  source  of  benefit  to  the  inrnares. 
The  hall  now  used  by  ibe  A^ociation^  is  used  eerLain  evening.H  by  tho 
Good  Templars  and  the  Library  AsiociatioiL  They  contemplate  fitling 
it  up  in  a  beautiful  manner,  and  making  it  an  attractive  resort  ibr  tha 
young  men. 

Of  other  Associatbcs,  wbieh  have  been  in  working  condition  for  sev- 
eral y^are,  I  have  no  information. 

The  interest;  in  this  work  has  steadily  increased  darings  the  year  in 
different  parts  of  the  State.  The  new  Associations  formed  jire  proof  of 
thii.  In  Febriianr  an  Association  was  formed  in  Baltimore  f^Jr  eo!oro<i 
Toung  nien.  Ministers  of  several  denominations  showed  their  interest 
m  this  movement  by  their  presence  and  counsel  We  believe  they  have 
gone  stea^lily  forward,  and  have  accomplished  goorb  We  ejcpected  to 
orj^aiira©  an  Association  tor  colored  young  men  in  thia  pUce  {Frederick) ; 
lul  th(^  way  did  not  seem  prepared  for  it,  Soon^  we  have  no  doubt,  the 
effort  can  be  made  with  success. 

In  Cumberland  the  interest  In  thia  work  leemed  to  l>e  quite  strong* 
Tbe  youn^-  men  met  the  pastors  of  the  churcbefl  and  tV*rmed  an  Ase^o- 
cktion,  which  started  w^ith  fuir  numbers,  and  with  tbe  prospect  of  great 
ii^fulneeB, 

In  Weiatniinster  there  has  been  an  Association  formed.  The  organic 
i&tion  of  this  has  boen  so  recent  that  my  information  concerning  it  is 
quire  meagre. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  past  year,  we  have  great  reason  to  he  thank^ 
fill  to  God  tor  the  progr^^ss  which  has  bc^en  made.  Many  youni,'  men 
hftvebeenin  training  in  tliese  Associations  for  useful neas  in  the  Church 
ofOhrit^t  Many  have  been  brought  to  Christ  through  the  In^itru men- 
tality of  ihe  Aftsocialious, 

Robert  H.  WrLLiAMs, 

Cor.  Mtmhtr  for  Manjland^ 


tltPOBT     OF    COKRKSPONDINO     MEMUEft   TOR   MASSACnreETTS. 

TVTioIti  number  of  Associations  one  year  since  ninety  ;  present  number  of 
A«e»ciations  107*  T\vo  have  died  dnriuL;  tlic  year.  Nineteen  new  Asso* 
eijitlt>nj^  have  been  organized,  most  of  them  prosperous.  Total  mejuber* 
iliip,  LVi54 ;  financial  condition  good '  fifty-three  have  reading  room^^ 
thirty,  acting  on  the  information  obtained  at  I^etroit  Convention,  hold 
opfln^jiif  meetings  ;  seventeen  sustain  daily  pmyer  meetinij^a  ;  thirty-eight 
biTft  tri  and  semi-woeklyt  and  fifty-one  have  weekly  ]>rayer  meetin^o^, 
making  a  total  of  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  prayer 
mtf<JLiiicrn  held  during  tbo  pa^t  year.     One  Association  reports,  m  in  the 
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two  previous  years,  more  than  an  average  of  one  conversion  each  day  for 
the  ymr.  This  AasOrintion  has  four  successful  daily  prayer  meetings. 
Five  Asj:of^iations  publish  weekly  or  monthly  papers.  The  Fall  River 
Association  hag  demonstrated  the  fact  that  boys  from  eight  to  sixteen 
years  ean  \w  reachod  by  this  work.  They  have  a  Boys'  Reading  Room, 
with  ill  list  rated  papers,  where  upwards  of  seventy  have  been  in  attend- 
atice  on  a  single  evening.  Your  Cor.  Member  has  found  the  field  very 
lariTe,  He  ha.^  issued  several  circulars  of  information  and  instructioo, 
addressed  one  hundred  and  ten  public  meetings  on  Christian  Association 
work,  and  written  several  hundred  letters  upon  this  subject  Most  of  the 
Associations  observetl  the  day  of  prayer  with  great  results. 

The  State  Convention  was  held  at  Worcester,  Sept.  20th  and  2l8t; 
was  Iar|Tely  attended  and  aided  by  the  clergy ;  257  delegates  in  attend- 
ance, FitteeD  "Christians'  Rally  Meetings"  were  addressed  by  their 
delegates  on  their  route  home  in  the  different  towns. 

I  would  say  that  we  in  Massachusetts  have  our  success  as  the  result  of 
hard  work.  L.  P.  Rowlan^d,  Jr., 

Cor.  Member  for  Massachusetts. 


REPORT    OF    corresponding     MEMBER   FOR   MICHIGAN. 

In  Michigan  the  endeavor  has  been  to  promote  unity  among  existing 
Asiiociations  and  secure  their  greater  efficiency  rather  than  to  hastily 
mu  1 1  i  p  ly  o  rganizati  ons. 

Several  of  the  Associations  in  the  State  have  attained  a  vigor  and 
"  occupy  ''  a  field  of  usefuhiess  not  surpassed  by  scores  of  older  Associa- 
tions, Our  first  Slate  Convention  was  held  in  the  City  of  Marshall,  Dec 
1st  and  2U  ISO  8,  j>nd  was  attended  by  about  seventy  delegates  from  fif- 
teen Asso:iation3,  besvdes  many  ministers  and  laymen  from  places  where 
no  Associations  exist*  The  entire  exercises  were  of  the  most  harmonious 
and  practical  cliaracter,  and  among  other  features  was  the  proposition, 
wbieli  is  being  carried  out,  to  have  the  annual  meeting  of  all  the  Asso- 
ciations ID  the  State  at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  advertise  all  the  Associa- 
tions at  once  on  a  pester,  to  last  for  a  year,  and  to  be  put  up  in  public 
places  all  over  the  State. 

The  Convention  also  recommended  a  combination  among  the  Associa- 
tions, ID  order  to  obtain  the  supplies  for  their  reading  rooms,  in  whole  or 
ID  part,  through  some  one  party  and  thus  secure  them  at  a  less  rate ;  and 
we  tru^t  that  in  some  way  this  desire  may  be  realized,  as  a  saving  of  ex- 
peufe  in  conducting  Associations  will  greatly  aid  in  their  establishment. 
Tiiere  have  been  four  new  Associations  organized  this  year,  namely,  at 
Allegan,  Coruuna,  HuiUan  and  Three  Rivers  ;  but  there  are  Associations 
now  in  pro<-e^  of  organization  at  several  other  places,  and  plans  are 
being  matured  for  an  extended  organizing  trip  in  the  falL  During  the 
vear  a  hymu  bock  hm  t*een  compiled,  which  it  is  believed  will  meet  a 
felt  want  In  f^ry  many  Associations. 

^iLAS  Farmer, 

Cor.  Member  for  Michigan. 


HCFOHT  OF  CORRESPONDING  MEMBER  FOR  XEBRASEA. 

Working  men  in  the  Voung  Men's  Christian  Association  in  Nebraska 
an?  ^evr.     The  number  of  Associations  known  to  me  are  three :  Brown- 
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Tille,  Fremont  and  Omaha*  The  OmaTia  T,  M,  0.  A.  have  completed 
(tbisSprin^r)  ATteAt  and  (•ommo^lious  building,  witli  Reading  room  and 
Library  on  iirst  floor.  Committee-room  above  ;  but  wero  cotnpelled  (to 
meet  tbe  wauts  of  the  people)  to  borrow  §2,000  to  carry  out  the-se 
improreiiients.  Tb©  members  of  the  Association  are  nio&tly  business 
men.  The  influence  of  the  organization  ia  excellent  Tbe  A&ro elation 
at  Fremont  maintains  stated  meetinffSj  but  has  not  as  yet  secured  a  hold 
OD  the  public  ;  tliey  are  receiving  accessions  continually.  They  had 
tlioQgbt  of  dispensing  with  *ome  conditious  to  mcmbershjp,  e^pedhlly 
rf^liting  to  the  active  list ;  the  rule  is,  however,  that  all  must  be  identi- 
fied with  the  Church. 

BrowDTille  Aasiociftfion  basbeen  OD  tbe  sickly  llstn^  partly  on  account 
of  the  officers,  and  perbnpB  on  account  of  the  coinmurjiLy.  I  am  informeii 
by  the  Secretary  that  they  will  yet  mate  a  success  ottt  of  the  enterprise. 
There  are  hundri^ds  of  yonng  men  in  each  of  these  places  who  do  not 
love  Jesus,  who  are  spending  much  of  their  time  in  saloons  and  worse 
deng  of  vice. 

Nebraska  has  to-day  over  500  miles  of  railroad,  alon^^  every  mile  of  ^ 
uhich  there  are  new  communities  springing  inio  existntce;  and  the 
^nt  want  seema  to  be  Hiissionary  labor.  Vour  familiarity  with  the 
whole  subject  will  enable  you  to  see  the  situati.vn,  and  your  interest  in 
the  CAUse  will  engage  your  wanne&t  sympathy,  A  ^ooil  colporteur 
would  do  much  good  ;  and  it  bas  latterly  become  very  strougly  impreas^^d 
Upon  my  mind,  that  the  time  is  not  far  in  tbe  future  wheu  the  Y.  M. 
C,  A.  of  the  U.  S,  &  B.  P.  will  have  an  hundre-I  active  num  sowiug  tbe 
leed  of  Gospel  truth.  May  God  bless  evfrty  effort  looking  to  the  salva- 
tion of  one  immortal  soul,  Yours^  in  Christ, 

Willi  A  Bi  R.  Bkntlky. 


EEFOET    OF    CORRESFOKDING    MEMBER    FOR   NEW    JERSEY, 

ITje  work  in  New  Jersey  during  the  past  year  has  been  generally 
presperouftk  Many  of  the  older  AB^ociatinus  have  renewed  their  youth, 
Mid  have  incroased  in  strength  and  useful  nena.  The  Trenton  Associa- 
tion, the  oldest  in  the  State,  has  taki^n  an  Enlvan<'ed  jiosition  in  tbe 
f*Teem  and  confidence  ot'  tbe  citiKeui^,  New  rooms,  a  vigorous  organ- 
bailoD  and  a  more  thorough  cultivation  of  the  field,  are  the  main  fea- 
tDTes  of  its  course  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Tbe  same  may  l^e 
said  of  the  Newark,  Jersey  Ciiy  and  Klizabeth  Assoi^iatione.  Some  of 
the  sinalJer  organisations  liave  been  equally  jirosperous.  The  Jersey 
City  Association  bas  been  the  most  active  and  useful  The  Newaik 
Aiftot?iation  has  employed  a  missionary  a  part  of  the  year.  At  Jersey 
City  aad  Newark  monthly  papers  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their  re- 
tpective  Association!*^  have  been  publi^ied.  New  Associations  have  been 
orgau'izefl  at  Burlington,  Orang*^,  South  Orange,  WeBtfield  and  Lawreiice- 
^iiio,  There  are  now  twenty -four  Associations  in  the  State*  Two  have 
U^Ti  di scout i no ed — Passjiic  and  Milhdllc.  A  State  Convention,  rhe 
Bucoad,  was  held  at  Trenton,  in  October  of  last  year.  Sixty -fonr  dele- 
gutes  were  present,  and  the  occasion  was  att43ndGd  with  good  results  to 
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the  Trenton  Association  and  to  the  work  throughout  the  State.    The 
Convention  this  year  will  be  held  at  Jersey  City,  in  October. 
Your  brother  in  Christ, 

William  J.  Carlton, 

Cor,  Member  for  New  Jeney. 


REPORT   OF   OORRESPOlimiNO    MEMBER   FOR   KBW-TORK. 

The  undersigned  Corresponding  Member  of  your  Committee  for  the 
State  of  New- York  would  respectfully  report,  that  there  are  now  existing 
in  the  State  fifty-one  Associations,  having  an  aggregate  membership  of 
about  18,000.  Most  of  these  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  actively 
prosecuting  the  work  before  them,  and  several  of  them  report  an  encour- 
aging success  and  numbers  of  conversions,  though  no  general  or  extensive* 
work  of  grace  has  been  enjoyed  during  the  year.  A  few  are  embar- 
rassed from  want  of  funds,  lukewarmness  among  members  or  other 
causes ;  but  on  the  whole  the  showing  for  the  year  is  good,  and  we  can 
heartily  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

Thirty-two  Associations  report  that  they  have  reading  rooms,  twenty 
nine  of  which  are  open  to  the  public  daily.  Thirty-four  Associations 
sustain  weekly  prayer  meetings,  twelve  sustain  daily  prayer  meetings, 
fourteen  hold  cottage  or  neighborhood  meetings  for  prayer  or  preaching 
m  localities  apart  Irom  their  regtilar  gatherings,  six  have  held  open  air 
meetings,  seven  maintain  bible  classes,  five  have  mission  schools  under 
their  care,  one  having  six  of  these  in  successful  operation ;  four  sustain 
city  missionaries,  nineteen  hold  social  meetings,  ten  have  literary  classes, 
eight  report  course  of  lectures,  and  probably  more  have  them  who  have 
not  so  reported ;  two  Associations  own  buildings,  including  the  New- 
York  Association,  which  is  erecting  a  very  handsome  and  commodious 
one,  and  three  others  have  building  funds.     Six  have  not  reported. 

On  the  8th,  9th  and  10th  of  September  last  a  Convention  of  the  Asso- 
oiations  of  New-York  State  was  held  at  Auburn.  Twenty-five  Associa- 
tions were  represented,  by  sixty-four  delegates,  and  the  sessions  were 
marked  by  well  sustained  interest,  practical  discussions  and  the  presence  of 
an  earnest  spirit.  The  resolutions  adopted  were  of  much  real  value  having 
ji  direct  bearing  upon  the  actual  work  before  the  Associations,  and  the  effect 
produced  by  the  Convention  has  been  visible  in  increased  activity  and  nse- 
fulness  throughout  the  State.  While  I  regret  that  more  has  not  been 
accomplished,  and  especially  deplore  the  fact  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ilo  more  eflicient  service  myself,  I  still  rejoice  that  the  Master's  cause  has 
not  gone  backward,  and  look  forward  with  hopeful  heart  to  the  promise 
of  the  future.  Yours,  &c., 

John  I.  Platt. 

Cor.  Member  for  New-York. 


report   of   corresponding   member   for   OHIO. 

There  are  48  Associations  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  containing  a  membe^ 
ship  of  5,612.  20  of  these  Associations  have  reading  rooms  ;  the  aver- 
age daily  attendance  being  611.  4  have  Bible  classes ;  average  attend- 
ance, 114.     9   have  daily  prayer  meetings.     25  have  weeUy  prayer 
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tneelingR.  6  harfi  Bemi-wee'kly  prajer  meetings  and  1  has  montljly 
praj*^r  meetings — aterage  attendance,  1^015,  2L  have  other  religious 
me*tini3:e,  such  aa  open  air,  lumpital,  theatre,  &c.  22  hare  libraries, 
iggTt^g^te  nuniher  of  volumes,  11,94:3;  estimated  value,  $13,765,  210 
Mrmons  have  been  preached  to  young  men,  and  112  conversions  re- 
pOTted  The  sum  expended  hy  all  the  Associations  during  the  year,  about 
|20,0CK).  With  bat  few  exceptions  quarterly  reports  have  been  received 
regularly  from  each  Association  during  the  year,  which  keeps  the  Corre- 
Sfionditig  Member  &3 vised  of  any  changes  tliat  may  have  occurred. 
Witliout  making  any  invi'iioiis  comparisons  it  may  be  metitioiied  that 
amon^  the  most  active  Associations  in  the  State,  are  those  at  Cleveland, 
Oinciutjati,  Zane^ville,  Mansfield,  Springfield,  Ashtabula,  PaineaviUe  and 
Portsmoutk 

The  Cleveland  Association  seems  to  hare  commenced  a  new  career 
of  usefulness  since  the  meeting  of  our  State  Association  with  them  last 
OctoWr,  md  hav^  been  quite  successfiil  in  raising  funds  for  a  building* 
^me  $12,000  have  been  subscribed  for  that  purpose  by  their  members 
alone*  The  fnembei-ship  seem  fo  bo  alive,  and  under  the  leadership  of 
good  men,  are  actively  en^a^ed  in  mis^aionary  work  not  only  in  their  own 
dty^hut  in  the  neijjhborinir  towns  and  viliafjes,  where  they  have  assisted 
in  the  formation  of  several  new  As-Hocmtions. 

The  Cincinnati  x^&soeiation  has  (in  addition  to  its  regular  work) 
ftoitained,  during  the  past  two  winters,  a  Christian  charity  called  the 
**8tran;rera'  Home,"  where  lodgings  iiro  provide*!  for  the  homeless,  honse- 
Isffi  ones  that  either  by  accident  or  misconduct  become  perfectly  destitute 
and  ftiendJeiia ;  and  have  also  inaugurated  a  course  of  Uytnen^a  institute 
Iwtures,  which  were  a  success  both  in  attendance  and  interest  manifestedi 
The  services  of  Rev.  Dr.  Robifison,  of  Rochester  Theological  ^feroinary^ 
KeV'York^  and  Reir.  Dr.  Nelson,  of  Lane  Theological  Seniinary,  Cincin- 
Diti,  were  engaged  for  the  occasion,  and  were  listened  to  with  great 
profit, 

Similar  institutes  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended  to  other 
AMociationji. 

Tlie  Ohio  State  Association  met  last  October  at  Cleveland  ;  125  dele- 
|Al€ftW6Pe  present,  representing  22  Asi^i.>ciiitionfl,  and  the  lueeting  was  a 
very  pleaaaiit  one,  long  to  be  remembere<l  by  those  present, 

Th«  mxt  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  Mansfield,  on  the  2 2d,  23d 
and  auh  of  October  next 

J.  Hi  Chkbvkb, 

Cor.  Mtmberfot  Ohio* 


KKFOat    Of    CORElSPONni:ffG    HEMBSa   FOm   SOUTH    OAROLINJ- 

Thu  jmt  pa*  has  in  its  experience  disappointed  most  of  tlie  hopes  T 
iadidgtd  at  it«  openinij*  1  expected  with  some  confidence  that  it  would 
G*  toy  privilegis  and  ploaJiure  to  report  au  increased  number  of  Associa- 
tioji*,  aD  iuureased  vitality  in  the  membership  of  those  already  in  escist- 
«iC«,  lad  an  increased  interest  in  our  work  on  the  part  of  those  not 
^^tly  iMQciated  with  us.  Kone  of  these  eispectations  have  been  real- 
i»«d;  on  the  contrary,  in  each  particular,  there  has  been,  if  poasiblcp  a 
4«cH&i«»    There   are   now  but  three  Associations   in   the  State,  one  at 
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Charleston,  one  at  Spartanburg,  the  third  at  Buena  Vista,  a  small  factory 
village  in  Greenville  4i8trict,  The  Association  at  Charleston  has  been 
passing  through  a  season  (protracted)  of  great  adversity.  The  Associa- 
tion at  Spartanburg  was  organized  about  four  months  ago.  It  is  largely 
composed  of  the  young  men  connected  with  Wofford  College,  a  Methodist 
Institution.  As  the  Professors  have  taken  considerable  interest  in  its 
firm  establishment  and  continued  welfare,  its  prospects  I  can  report  are 
good.  I  wrote  for  a  list  of  officers,  &c.,  but  my  letter  was  not  responded 
to.  I  fear  the  Buena  Vista  Association  will  lose  ground,  as  recently  its 
organizer  and  very  efficient  President  was  remov^  from  the  "  Church 
militant "  to  '*  the  Church  triumphant."  I  cannot  say  positively,  how- 
ever, as  I  have  not  in  some  time  heard  aught  directly  or  indirectly  of 
H  and  its  condition. 

I  can  look  at  the  immediate  future  of  the  general  cause  in  the  State 
with  but  little  of  hope.  I  labored  hard  in  December  last  among  Chris- 
tian men  from  every  part  of  the  State.  The  Spartanburg  Association 
is  possibly  a  result  of  my  efforts.  No  other  fruit  has  sprung  up  from  the 
seed  sown.  Ultimately  I  trust  that  our  Christian  young  men  will  band 
themselves  together  for  active  service  and  with  linked  shields  will  present 
a  solid  front  to  the  devil  and  his  votaries ;  but  the  time  seems  to  me 
(perhaps  because  my  faith  is  weak  and  far  sighted)  to  be  distant  May 
God  grant  that,  much  sooner  than  my  fears  allow  me  to  hope,  we  may 
rejoice  together  in  the  realization  of  this  *'  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished."  Yours  truly, 

Virgil  C.  Dibble. 
Cor.  Member  for  South  Carolina, 


REPORT   OF   CORRESPONDING   MEMBER   FOR   VERMONT. 

I  am  conscious  that  I  have  done  myself  an  injury  in  failing  to  com- 
municate more  frequently  with  you  during  the  last  six  or  eight  months 
in  which  I  have  been  trying  to  advance  the  interest  in  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  in  Vermont.  We  have  not  been  altogether  idle 
here,  though  we  failed  in  some  respects  of  accomplishing  our  full  pur- 
pose. Twelve  new  Associations  have  been  formed  during  the  last  year, 
while  five  have  been  given  up.  Our  total  number  is  now  forty-four,  with 
a  membership  of  2,500.  One  hundred  and  twenty  churches  are  repre- 
sented in  the  Vermont  Associations.  Twenty-five  Associations  admit 
ladies  as  members.  About  one  hundred  prayer  meetings  per  week  are 
held  by  our  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s,  with  an  average  attendance  of  twenty-four  per- 
sons. It  is  impossible  to  give  the  number  of  conversions  resulting  from 
the  increased  activity  inspired  by  the  Associations.  A  large  number  are 
reported.  In  one  town  (Pittsford)  more  than  one  hundred  persons  have 
united  with  the  Congregational,  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  during 
the  last  year,  and  the  pastors  of  those  churches  attribute  it  to  the  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  the  united,  earnest  efforts  of  their  churches  in  Associa- 
tion work. 

I  think  the  condition  of  Associations  in  Vermont  should  encourage  us, 
yet  I  know  much  more  ought  to  have  been  done.  We  have  now  at 
least  $200  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  be  ex- 
pended for  work  in  this  State.    Before  our  next  State  Convention  I  hope 
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many  new  Aa^ocUtioTig  will  be  formed,  for  T  tbink  we  fihall  put  a  man 
into  th^  Md  to  lecture  and  arouse  a  deeper  iuterof  t  iia  Y,  M,  G  A.  work 

Yours  most  liumMy  in  CbriBt, 

O.   B.    DoUOLASj 

Cor*  Memher/of  F«r»io»t(, 


HKPQRT    Q¥    COR*    ^IHSEIE    FOR    ¥HB    STATS    OF    WEST    vmOIKIA. 

Tber©  ar«  but  two  Associations  of  Y.  M.  C»  A,  in  tliia  Btato— one  at 

Wheflin^,  tjie  otber  at  Parkor^burg. 

From  ParkeTfiburg  tbe  Secretary  writes:  **  We  ar€  now  making  efforts 
\&  resuscitate  the  energies  of  the  Assoc! iiti on,  One  great  barrier  in  tb*i 
way  is  tbe  sectarian  feeling  among  the  members  of  the  different 
elionrh^^  A  recent  revival  among  the  uLur^-hes  of  the  city,  and  the 
addition  of  many  young  men  to  the  churchy  gives  increasing  hope  to 
tlietew  latforera  in  that  fields  and  they  are  working,  not  without  proa- 
pftct  of  Bucct^sa  for  a  revival  of  greater  interest  in  the  peculiar  work  of 
eL^  Y.  M*  C.  a.  On  the  10th  of  this  month  they  hobl  their  annual 
meeting,  at  which  time  they  will  make  a  special  effort  to  give  greater 
efficiency  to  their  organization — to  tins  end  they  are  praying  and 
working* 

At  Wheeling  the  organization  has  greater  vitality.  During  the  year, 
increasing  interest  haa  l>een  taken  in  the  devotional  exeroieeB  connected 
inth.  all  regular  rneetinga.  At  times  there  has  been  an  unusual  degree 
of  Bolc^mnity,  and  of  freedom  in  utterance  -a  disposition  to  labor,  as  re- 
membering that  it  IB  God  that  gives  the  Increa&e,  and  to  walk  humbly 
Wore  Uira. 

Sermons  by  tUe  local  ministry,  lectures,  tract  distribution,  visitation, 
street  preaching,  library,  open  and  free  reading- roo ni,  &c.,  are  all  used 
t't  ftiTther  the  great  work.  More  thorough  orgnuization  is  being  rajide, 
and  the  kbor  is  more  Bystematical.  Often  the  ro ports  of  street  preach- 
ing, vi^iitation  of  Jail,  Poordiouse  and  destitute  portions  of  the  city,  are 
aiietided  with  incidents  gratefully  listened  to,  as  thowing  that  the  bleaa- 
i^  of  God  rests  upon  thi^  labor. 

Nor  do  we  forget  to  minister  to  the  necessities  of  those  servants  of 
ChTist  who  have  been  tetnporary  sojourners,  and  whose  wants  have  been 
made  known — many  such  have  been  taken  in,  their  te  tup  oral  wants  sup- 
plied, and  helped  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

Knowing  that  in  due  lime  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not,  we  purj^ose 
fitill  to  Ubor^  and  to  prav,  and  to  wait 

With   Christian   salutations, 

I  remain,  yours,  &c,, 

JotiN  C.\  IIkrvey, 
Cor.  M^mim-  for  Wi^  Vitginia, 


RXFOET   or   COB.    MEAIBKR,   FOR    WTSCOKStK, 

T  cannot  report  any  great  degree  of  prosperity  during  the  past  year* 
Auiong  our  Associations  many  can  see  have  rendered  evil  to  most  of  the 
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more  laborers  into  the  vineyard,  and,  while  we  lament  our  sloth  and 
weakness,  yet,  believing  the  promises  of  God,  we  strive  to  "go  fo^ 
ward,"  doing  what  our  hands  find  to  do.         William  Andbbson, 

Cor,  Member  for  Ontario, 


BBPORT   OF    OOBRESPONDINQ   MBMBEB   FOB   QUBBBO. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  written  a  good  many  letters,  a  great  deal 
more  outside  my  district  than  in  ;  given  a  large  amount  of  information, 
sending  suggestions  (No.  4)  and  anything  else  bearing  on  the  work.  I 
also  issued  a  goodly  number  of  circulars,  and  furnished  a  large  quantify 
of  reading  matter  in  the  shape  of  tracts,  leaflets,  small  books,  &c. 

There  are  only  three  Associations  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  owing  to 
most  of  the  towns  and  villages  being  wholly  Roman  Catholic  and  French. 
These  Associations  are  situated  in  Montreal,  Quebec  and  New  Montreal 
I  shall  also  report  Kingston,  Brockville,  Ottawa,  Perth. 

I  would  remark  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Montreal  Association 
intend  making  an  effort  to  establish  new  Associations  in  the  Eastern 
township,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  which  we  hope  may  prove  successful. 

QuBBEC. — This  Association  is  small  in  numbers.  They  have  reading 
rooms  and  9  library,  open  every  day,  and  several  of  the  members  are  en- 
gaged in  active  labor  in  various  departments  of  mission  work. 

MoNTBBAL  has  uot  been  as  vigorously  at  work  during  the  past  as  in 
previous  years,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  formation  of  Church 
Associations,  almost  every  Church  having  its  own  Association,  and  in 
this  way  many  of  the  best  workers  in  our  A.ssociations  have  been  occu- 
pied, rendering  it  impossible  for  them  to  take  the  same  active  interest  in 
the  general  Associations  as  formerly.  My  own  conviction  is,  that  these 
Church  Associations  are  getting  to  be  more  literary  than  religious,  and 
I  question  much  whether  they  have  proved  to  add  spiritual  strength  to 
the  churches  organizing  them.  Notwithstanding  these  drawback  we 
have  sustained  about  the  usual  number  of  cottage  meetings  during  the 
winter,  and,  in  the  summer.  Bethel  services,  open  air  preaching,  tract  dis- 
tributing have  been  vigorously  sustained  and  much  good  accomplished. 
The  work  among  young  men  is  not  neglected,  and  several  cases  of 
reformation  from  evil  habits,  and  some  few  conversions  are  reported. 
These  encourage  those  engaged  in  the  work.  The  rooms  continue  to  be 
daily  visited  by  large  numbers,  and  our  Secretary  is  thus  brought  in  con- 
tact with  numbers,  and  he  has  been  able  to  aid  many  in  procuring  situa- 
tions and  boarding  houses,  while  scarcely  a  day  passes  without  his  being 
called  upon  for  advice  and  assistance. 

Tanneries  West  (or  New  Montreal),  about  two  miles  from  Mon- 
treal, the  junction  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  for  the  West.  This 
Association  was  organized  about  three  months  ago  by  Mr.  Brodie,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Montreal  Association,  and  is  aided  by  other  young  men. 
Large  numbers  of  emigrants  pass  this  point  daily,  but  are  detained  some 
time  (often  for  hoursj  for  refreshments  and  other  necessaries.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  Association  take  this  opportunity  to  distribute  tracts  and 
talk  with  these  people.    The  members  also  distribute  tracts  through  the 
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village,  which  is  almost  exclusively  French.  Those  working  believe  that 
much  good  will  result  from  their  labors  in  this  portion  of  the  Master's 
vineyard.  They  hope  by  the  winter  to  be  able  to  open  a  reading  room 
and  form  the  nucleus  of  a  library. 

Bbockvills  continues  on  its  vigorous  way.  This  Association,  formed 
less  than  two  years  ago,  has  progressed  rapidly;  they  hold  cottage 
meetings,  distribute  tracts,  have  good  religious  weekly  and  monthly 
meetings ;  have  a  thoroughly  and  well  organized  literary  meeting,  very 
pleasant  rooms,  a  good  library,  good,  active,  energetic  officers,  who  love 
their  work,  and  altogether  the  Association  is  most  promising.  I  have  to 
regret  that  the  ministers,  who  at  its  organization  thoroughly  endorsed  it, 
have  recently  shown  the  cold  shoulder.  The  result  can  only  be  unfor- 
tunate, as  unless  the  pastors  and  the  Association  work  cordially  and 
heartily  together  there  cannot  be  success.  I  hope  the  fault  is  not  with 
the  young  men. 

EmosTON  died  some  time  ago,  killed  by  two  causes ;  first,  from  the 
want  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  young  men  ;  secondly,  from  the  de- 
cided opposition  of  the  ministers  of  the  city.  With  few  exceptions  the 
ministers  seemed  determined  to  oppose  the  work — some  going  so  far  as 
to  speak  against  the  Association  irom  the  pulpit. 

Ottowa. — ^This  Association  is  flourishing  and  doing  a  good  work. 
The  meetings  are  well  attended.  The  recent  religious  awakening  in 
Ottowa  and  the  surrounding  country  has  done  much  to  strengthen  the 
hearts  of  the  brethren  and  increase  their  faith.  With  such  vigor  and 
hearty  co-operation  between  pastors  and  their  young  men,  the  result  can- 
not but  be  satisfactory. 

Pbrth. — This  Association  has  only  been  organized  about  a  year ;  being 
in  a  small  place,  their  opportunities  for  work  are  limited,  but  they  have 
been  at  work,  and  with  their  attractive  rooms  and  having  a  small  library, 
with  the  best  feeling  existing  between  the  resident  ministers  and  the 
members  of  the  Association,  the  prospect  for  future  usefulness  is  good. 
Yours,  fraternally, 

T.  Jambs  Claxton. 

Cor,  Member  for  Quebec 


FOREIGN. 

Report  of  Mr.  James  Stokes,  Jr. 

To  the  Executive  Committee, — In  this  review  of  visits  to  the  Associa- 
tions abroad,  it  is  but  just  to  say,  that  limited  time  and  other  circumstances, 
prevented  as  thorough  an  inspection  as  could  have  been  desired,  so  that 
instead  of  a  critical  and  comparative  report,  I  offer  the  hasty  impressions 
of  a  traveler.  Having  become  well  acquainted  with  the  noble  work  of 
As&ociations  in  our  own  land,  through  a  connection  with  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  having  enjoyed  the  earnest  sympathy  and  fellowship  of 
many  dear  brethren,  in  various  conventions,  I  could  not  but  appreciate 
the  honor  conferred  by  the  commission  to  speak  in  your  name  to  the  As- 
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Bociatioiis  of  the  Old  World,  and  deem  it  a  slight  return,  to  bring  back 
their  greeting  to  you. 

Offering  no  apologies  for  the  necessarily  personal  style  of  this  commu- 
nication, I  would  report  as  follows : 

The  first  visit  made  was  to  the  Central  French  Association  in  Paris, 
which  has  its  location  in  Rue  de  I'Abbaye.  There  I  found  a  reading- 
class,  and  other  rooms,  besides  the  private  apartments  of  the  Secretary. 
From  the  latter  I  received  a  most  cordial  and  kindly  welcome,  especially 
as  I  represented  the  American  brethren.  He  proffered  his  attention  in 
my  behalf,  but  I  had  only  a  few  moments  to  converse  with  him,  and  my 
limited  stay  in  the  city  prevented  an  acceptance  of  his  kindness.  The 
next  opportunity  for  seeing  an  association  was  at  Nice,  in  the  South  of 
France.  Here,  I  attended  the  Association  in  connection  with  Rev.  Leon 
PiL  att's  Church — ^a  man  of  note  in  the  Free  Church  of  France.  Although 
having  but  some  dozen  members,  and  existing  only  as  a  Bible  class  and 
prayer  meeting,  still,  I  was  pleased  to  meet  even  a  few  Christian  young 
men  in  this  gay  and  fashionable  resort,  to  receive  their  cordial  welcome, 
and  encourage  and  surprise  them  with  an  account  of  our  own  practfcal, 
aggressive  forms  of  labor.  The  only  other  French  Association  visited  in 
France,  was  that  at  Strasburg.  This  Society  (or  Union,  as  they  are  called 
in  France,)  does  not  seem  to  be  in  connection  with  the  general  organization, 
in  France  (judging  from  the  reports  printed),  but  from  one  of  its  officers  I 
learned,  that  it  had  some  20  members,  and  though  at  the  time  feeble,  it 
kept  up  a  Bible  class,  prayer  meetings,  and  some  occasional  lectures,  and 
that  its  rooms  were  in  the  building  occupied  by  the  Evangelical  Al- 
liance. These  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting.  Besides  this 
French  Association,  there  was  a  Oerman  organization  in  Strasburg.  The 
society  which  claimed  my  chief  interest  in  France,  was  the  new  Anglo- 
American  Association,  recently  started  in  Paris,  and  which  I  consider  one 
of  the  most  important  religious  enterprises  ever  commenced  in  Europe,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  good  effects  it  will  have  upon  the  youth  of  our  own 
land  in  that  city,  but  also  for  the  influence  it  will  probably  have  upon  all 
the  Unions  of  France  and  the  Continent.  It  should  have  the  full  sympathy 
and  aid  of  all  Americans,  especially  those  going  to  Paris. 

Without  referring  to  the  kind  friends,  whose  hearty  welcome  and  Chris- 
tian sympathy  can  never  be  forgotten,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  say  a  word 
of  the  history,  organization  and  general  work  of  the  Unions  of  France.  As 
far  as  I  can  learn,  they  are  constructed  on  the  same  general  basis  as  are 
most  of  the  Associations  in  Great  Britain :  (the  basis  adopted  by  our 
Associations  at  the  Albany  Convention.)  And  this  clearly  indicates,  that 
the  active  membership  at  least,  should  consist  of  Christians  only.  Indeed, 
the  Unions  were  largely  promoted,  if  not  first  started,  by  that  veteran 
worker,  George  Williams,  of  the  London  Association,  who  was  aided  in 
his  early  labors,  by  Pasteur  Paul  Cook,  of  Nimes,  and  others.  For  all 
the  Associations  there  is  one  Central  Council,  and  this  is  located  at  Nimes 
for  the  present.  The  Associations  are  also  divided  into  groups,  each  again 
with  its  General  Council  or  Committee,  and  each  Association  has  also  a 
Board  or  Committee.  These  groups  have  re-unions  of  their  own,  occur- 
ring at  least  once  in  the  year,  and  independent  of  any  general  Convention. 
The  duties  of  the  Councils  and  Committees,  are  much  the  same  as  those  of 
the  CorrespondiDg  Members  and  the  Executive  Committee  with  us.  As 
for  the  work  done,  the  Paris  Association  and  its  branches  in  the  **Group 
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de  la  Seine"  will  illuatrale,  Tlie  Assodation  (already  refeixeil  to,  in  Kne 
de  PAbbaye, )  was  fmin<ied  in  1 852,  aud  is  governed  by  a  conimitt<?.e  of  nine 
members.  Ita  total  luemberehip,  active  and  honorary,  is  79.  Its  total,  since 
foupdation,  310  ;  tbe  average  attendance  at  its  meetings,  35.  The  library 
hBfi  900  Tolnmes.  There  are  four  Te-unions  eavdi  wec!t>  for  conference,  the 
ttndy  of  German  and  Freneti^  and  one  each  raontb  for  tlje  general  gather- 
lug  of  the  members.  A  work  of  outride  e¥angelization  ia  carried  0%  pub- 
Ec  meetings  take  place  on  Sabbath  evenings — at  limea  large  conference* 
of  ihe  friends  of  tbe  work  are  gathered  :  besides  all  these,  there  is  a  well 
attended  Bible  clasi.  The  fact  that  the  membership  of  this  Association 
IS  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  strangers,  who  stay  but  a  short  time  in 
the  city,  will  easily  explain  tbe  enxall  numbera  gii'en* 

The  Paris  Asaocifttion  will  tbua  serve  as  a  typo  of  the  others  of  the 
conntry.  As,  with  us,  each  Association  varies  in  its  work  and  way  of 
working',  so,  many  of  the  French  Unions  add  to  the  labors  mentioned, 
rii^itaiiou  of  the  sick,  distribution  of  tracts,  prayer  meetings^  &o^ 
Though,  for  obvious  reflsous,  the  work  cannot  be  as  aggressive  as  with  us, 
still  the  Christian  young  men  of  France  are  doing  a  great  and  good  work 
for  their  fellows,  and  aiding  to  stop  tbe  tide  of  infidelity  and  rationalianip 
which  threatens  to  overthrow  tbe  foundations  of  society  itself.  In  Italy 
there  are  Associaliona  put  down  on  the  list,  (kindly  furnisbeil  by  Mr. 
Shlpton,  of  London,)  for  tbe  cities  of  Turin,  Milan,  Genoa,  Naples  and 
Floreucf».  I  had  no  opportunity  of  looking  at  those  in  the  two  firsts 
named  places.  In  Clenoa,  stopping  but  one  day»  I  made  inquiries,  but 
waa  unable  to  find  tbe  Association.  Of  course  I  could  expect  to  find  no 
Aflsrjriation  in  Rome.  At  Naples  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  making  tbe  a(y 
i^mmunm  of  Rev.  Mr,  Busearlet,  {pastor  of  the  Scotch  Church, )  From 
him  1  learued  that  the  Association  {composed  oldefly  of  foreigners),  had 
h«coiiiie  extinct,  but  that  he  hoped  it  might  again  be  revived.  Asking  m^ 
tQ  OQciipy  one  of  the  ]>rayer* meeting  evenings,  in  a  descri])tion  of  out 
*opk,  I  did  so,  and  fully  explained  our  manner  of  dividing  labor  among 
*11  the  Committees,  composed  of  the  members  of  tbe  Association, 

Mr,  B.  joined  with  me  ia  thiiiking  that  a  good  impulse  and  impresgion 
w;is  givc^n,  and  promised  to  try  and  follow  it  up,  and  start  if  possible  a  new 
Association  this  aeasoni  He  will  also  translate  into  French  and  Italian, 
the  "Snggestions"'  issued  by  tbe  Executive  Committee,  and  tbe  littlo 
pocket  curd,  "Look  to  Jesus."  (^n  my  return  to  Europe,  some  monthi 
later,  1  vi&ited  Venice  and  Florence,  At  tbe  former  place  there  is  a  great 
tnj  good  evangelical  work  in  progress;  but  I  did  not  bear  of  any  Asso* 
cisiioii  a*  yet  started.  In  Flor^^nce  1  saw  Uev,  Dr,  Vannest^  and,  by  ap- 
lx>mtine[it,  several  other  Christian  ]ieople.  To  these  I  urged  tbe  necessity 
<^  an  Aaaocijition  in  the  capital  of  Italy.  But  though  the  sugjrestion  was 
iiilly  appreciated,  it  was  thought  that  means  con  Id  not  be  obtained  for 
parrying  on  this  and  the  other  religious  ent4:*rprisea  alreafiy  nnder  way, 
^h*^  Association  mentioned  as  ejciatiug  bere,  proved  to  be  an  organization 
^tnong  the  Swiss  teachers  in  the  Fvawgelic^l  Schools.  I  shall  look  for 
nioit  effort  in  behalf  of  Associations  in  Naples.  It  is  bard  at  this  distance 
f^  appreciate  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  starting  such  enterprises 

_  Ilio  Association  next  on  the  Hat,  was  at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  Pass- 
tjjg  through  this  city,  I  made  inquiries  of  missionaries  at  Cairo,  but 
tWy,  having  recently  come  to  tbe  field,  did  not  know  of  any  such  organ- 
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tzations.  Strangely  enough,  some  months  later,  I  providentially  met  a 
Syrian  Christian,  in  Switzerland,  who  told  me  of  a  native  Christian  As- 
sociation in  Cairo ;  that  they  had  a  reading  room,  Bible  class,  sermons 
from  himself  and  brothers,  and  prayer  meetings ;  of  course,  the  usual 
coffee  and  pipes  of  the  East.  At  Alexandria,  on  my  return,  I  met,  by 
appointment,  the  Secretary  of  the  late  Association.  This,  he  said,  had 
been  broken  up  at  the  time  the  cholera  last  visited  the  city.  It  was 
composed  mainly  of  foreigners,  employees  and  transient  residents.  I 
explained  the  work  in  America,  urged  the  importance  of  a  revival  of 
the  old  society  in  such  a  prominent  commercial  centre,  and  promised 
correspondence  and  documents.  I  came  in  contact  with  no  actual  Aa- 
sociation  in  Syria,  the  one  put  down  for  Bcyrout  being  a  native  mission- 
ary society  among  the  young  converts.  In  Smyrna  I  met  the  Secretary 
and  one  or  two  members  of  the  Christian  Association,  which  here  does 
its  work  as  a  Bible  class  and  prayer  meeting  among  the  Christian  young 
men.  As  before,  1  explained  the  work  of  our  societies  at  home,  and  pro- 
posed a  reading-room  and  other  agencies.  This  it  was  thought  would 
provoke  the  Greek  Church  to  assail  them,  and  he  feared  they  were  not 
far  enough  advanced  for  this  step.  I  left,  with  the  promise  of  corre- 
spondence. 

In  Athens  I  conversed  with  Rev.  Dr,  Jonas  King,  the  veteran  mis- 
sionary, and  Rev.  Mr.  Ealopathakes  (who  was  educated  in  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  N.  Y.),  director  of  the  Evangelical  Press  and 
editor  of  the  Star  of  the  East.  He  entered  with  interest  into  the  plan 
for  an  Association,  and  immediately  spoke  to  some  young  men  about  the 
matter.  Leaving  before  anything  definite  was  accomplished,  I  can  but 
hope  some  action  will  be  taken,  resulting  in  much  good  for  the  young 
men  of  that  city. 

An  Association  is  put  down  for  Constantinople,  but  I  heard  of  none 
except  in  the  way  of  a  missionary  society,  somewhat  similar  to  that  at 
Beyrout,  or  the  Committee  of  Visitation  connected  with  the  Foreign 
Chapel  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Bliss  and  others  promised  an  interest  in  the  start- 
ing of  one,  and  Dr.  B.  hoped  it  might  have  rooms  in  the  new  Bible 
House,  which  they  are  expecting  soon  to  build. 

Passing  through  Vienna,  on  my  return  trip,  I  did  not  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  look  up  the  Association  marked  down  for  that  city.  Crossing 
Italy  and  coming  into  Switzerland,  I  had  a  very  pleasant  interview  wi^ 
Max'n  Perot,  a  prominent  worker  in  the  Geneva  Association,  and  also 
the  general  conferences  of  the  European  Associations.  I  met  also  the 
President  of  the  (French)  Geneva  Society,  Mr.  Graff,  with  whom  I  had 
some  interesting  talks  in  reference  to  the  work.  I  should  not  forget  to 
mention  that  I  visited  the  rooms  of  the  Union,  and  found  library, 
reading  and  class  rooms,  and  that  there  was  also  a  German  Association, 
having  22  active  members;  the  French  has  68  active  and  48  honorary. 
Returning  to  Switzerland,  after  a  short  absence,  I  visited  Lausanne, 
and  there  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Lehmann,  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  who  told  me  much  of  the  work  in  Switzerland,  and  par- 
ticularly in  Lausanne,  which  will  serve  as  a  sample  of  the  other  Swiss 
Unions.  But  I  will  refer  for  particulars  to  his  interesting  letter,  al- 
ready printed  in  the  Quarterly^  and  only  say,  that  the  French-speaking 
organizations  have  their  Central  Executive  Committee  at  Lausanne,  and 
the  Germans  theirs  at  Zurich.  At  both  places  a  small  periodical  is  pub- 
lished in  the  interests  of  the  Associations. 
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HifcJ  tjoie  and  opporfcunity  |>erinitteJ,  I  6bi>u]d  have  seen  Bome  of  iha 
ft2M€kuatioii9  in  Belgium  aud  HoUund — as  it  was  I  could  only  inquire 
mil^T  Uie  AaaociatioEia  in  Brussels,  wbi<jh  I  have  reascm  to  thiiikj  though 
Binallr  Are  active. 

Of  Asfiocialioiia  in  Great  Britnm  and  Ireland,  and  their  work,  it  seeme 
almoai  unnecessary  to  speak  in  detail,  they  arts  so  well  known  to  many 
of  Ui«  readers  of  the  Qunrterlif.  I  should^  however,  do  injustice  to  my 
feelings  did  1  not  take  this  opportunity  to  monibti  the  sincere,  kindly 
aaJ  earnest  Christian  welcome,  everywhere  extended  to  your  rapresen- 
Utive,  ID  bis  intereourae  with  these  organizationH  and  the  dear  brethren 
who  labor  in  thera.  And  in  luldition  it  may  be  said,  that  not  only  do 
tbi?  Kii;c:JisH  nation  at  large  wish  to  see  our  great  and  growings  land,,  to 
Utideriiiand  it  politically,  an*!  to  become  in  every  way  more  closely 
united  with  us;  hut  the  Chnstiau  peojde  desire  every  information  as  to 
the  new  inethode  of  Christian  effort  introdueed  among  ua. 

1  viwit^d  but  two  of  the  Aftsoeiaiioui  in  England,  viz*,  London  and 
Liverpo<>Li  The  parent  eociety  in  London,  and  iJie  first  started  in  Eng- 
land, acts  by  connuon  fionsent  as  a  centre  of  correi?pondence  and  publioa- 
tton  (through  its  QuarUrlif)^  It  has,  with  its  branches,  3^734  memhera, 
lt»  chief  agencies  may  bo  stated  as  Bible  and  educational  clasies,  devo- 
tional meeting,  tract  diBtribution,  library  and  lectures.  The  member- 
ship  is  ba^ed  on  the  sure  foundation  already  referred  to.  The  main 
rooms  are  in  the  Association  building  in  Aldersgato  street.  They  con* 
lain  library,  class,  lecture,  reading  and  coifee  rooms.  Connected  with 
the  iniuu  Association  there  are  some  ten  branch^  in  various  parts  of 
London, 

The  limits  of  this  report  wilt  but  allow  the  raention  of  pka^ant  visits 
to  the  Associations  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dublin  and  Liverpool.  Tne 
ag<?nciefl  here  employed  are  much  the  same  as  those  of  the  Loudon  Aaso- 
ciaiion^  with  the  variations  we  are  accustomed  to  see  in  our  own  cities 
and  lowns.  Everywhere  was  experienced  the  same  kind  reception,  and  in 
all  1  was  happy  to  note  an  apparently  new  infusion  of  vigor  and  euergy. 
The  Am  Bfi  can  Asso  Illations  huve  aided  some  what  1  think  in  producing  thit 
good  effect  abroad.  We  have  special  reasons  also  to  rejoice  with  the 
dtw  brethren  of  Uublin,  for  I  was  told  that  they  dated  the  new  birth 
of  tWr  Association  frotn  the  '*  Day  of  Prayer"  observed  by  them,  at 
the  request  of  the  Montreal  Convention.  1  have  not  spoken  of  the 
AifOfiaiions  of  Germany  ;  these  I  did  not  visit,  but  for  parti i^ulars  I 
must,  refer  to  an  inLeresiing  letter  received  since  my  return*  (^Ste  be/ow^j 
In  closing  this  report,  1  would  offer  the  foil  owing  general  observation^ 
applying  especially  to  the  Continental  Assoeiaiions  which  were  visited. 
Man^  exist  as  mere  Bible  classes  or  praying  circles^  and  though  not  en* 
g^d  in  as  active  and  aggressive  work  aa  with  us,  seemingly  coimerving 
raiber  than  dispersing,  yet  most,  if  not  all,  are  on  the  only  true  basis  of 
*ct:Te  membership,  viz.,  on  membership  in  evangelical  churches.  We 
tnuiti  also  remember  that  their  operations  are  cramped  and  not  fully 
appreciated,  on  account  of  the  want  of  clerical  and  public  sympathy,  atid 
ttie  fact  that  the  modes  of  thought  and  state  of  society  di'tFer  abroad  so 
TQach  from  tho.^e  we  have  at  home.  They  have  not  our  enlightened 
public  senumciit  to  second  their  efforts*  No  member  of  our  Asaounatioii 
iliotjld  go  abroad  without  seeing  these  Unions  and  Associations  The 
viditof  himself  and  the  do^.umeuts  be  may  bring  will  be  most  acceptable  ; 


XLVI 

for  American  ideas  of.  all  kinds  are  permeating  Europe,  and  are  most 
eagerly  and  kindly  received,  and  everywhere  (as  might  be  ftilly  illus- 
trated) ber  people  are  interested  in  our  Christian  Associations.  To 
account  further  for  the  difference  between  our  work  and  that  abroad,  it 
may  be  remarked — and  this  applies  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
especially — that  the  management  and  labor  is  too  much  condensed  in 
tho  hands  of  a  few ;  a  board  and  secretary,  in  many  cases,  planning 
and  doing  all  the  work,  and  not,  as  with  us,  a  board  to  devise  and  supply 
tho  means,  and  the  whole  Association  divided  into  voluntary  committeee, 
to  execute  it  Perhaps  in  our  democratic  eyes  there  would  also  appear 
too  much  reverence  for  precedent,  antiquity  and  leading  men.  But  to 
of^t  all  this,  they  make  full  use  of  the  social  element  in  their  tea  meet- 
ings, Bible  classes,  ^c. ;  their  lectures  too  are  solid  and  instructive,  and, 
above  all,  their  spiritual  work  seems  to  be  an  earnest,  sincere  and 
thorough  one;  for  they  keep  constantly  in  view  what  should  be  the 
great  aim  of  all  our  organizations — conversions  to  Christ. 

Aa  a  summary  of  uie  whole  work  of  your  representative,  I  would 
report  that  documents  of  all  kinds,  (so  far  as  facilities  for  transporting 
them  permitted),  were  distributed  in  all  the  places  visited.  Arrange- 
Dients  were  made  for  direct  correspondence  with  some  thirteen  different 
countries  and  some  thirty  different  persons ;  in  all,  some  one  hundred 
visits  were  made  and  many  letters  written  in  behalf  of  our  noble  work. 
Hoping  that  this  report  will  meet  your  approval,  and  above  all,  praying 
that  what  has  been  done  may  be  owned  and  blest  of  our  common  Master, 
I  am  yours  in  Christian  bonds,  . 

James  Stokes,  Jr. 


GERMANY. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Stokes'  request,  an  account  of  the  Association 
work  in  Germany  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Chr.  King,  of  Elberfeld. 
It  giv^es  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  present  so  clear  and  complete  an  account 
of  the  work  in  that  part  of  the  world.     This  paper  is  as  follows  : 

"I'he  *  Rhenish  Westphalian  Union '  was  formed  in  the  year  1848,  at  a 
time  in  which  all  bondages  of  social  and  religious  life  began  to  get  loose 
among  most  of  the  youth.  A  few  Associations,  which  then  were  already 
in  i^^xistence,  held  a  meeting  at  Elberfeld,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Rev. 
Diirselen,  in  Ronsdorf,  and  expressed  the  wish  to  form  a  closer  union,  for 
combating  with  strengthened  power,  against  the  destructions  of  the  time, 
and  so  save  such  young  men  for  Christ  as  would  still  hear  of  His  in- 
viting voice.  The  Union  took  the  above-mentioned  name,  and  displayed 
its  banner  for  Christ  Its  voice  was  not  overborne,  and  many  Associations 
were  formed  and  connected  with  the  Union.  A  Central  Committee  was 
chosen  and  a  paper  given  out,  both  of  which  are  still  in  existence.  After 
some  years,  the  Union  had  already  risen  to  sixty,  eighty,  a  hundred  Asso- 
ciations, and  the  agency  of  the  work  of  Associations  was  to  be  seen  in 
many  places.  Most  of  our  Associations  are  small ;  they  have  20,  30,  40, 
50  or  100  members,  but  some  have  grown  to  two  or  three  hundred.  The 
members  are,  in  general,  mechanics  or  people  of  the  working  class,  but 
there  are  other  Associations  with  only  young  tradesmen.  All  these  As- 
iociations  confess  themselves  openly  for  Christ,  and  have  had  the  most 
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eii<M>uragmg  r^iilte  id  tb^ir  work.  Many  joung  men  who  h&ve  been 
nieml^ers  of  our  AaiOciation,  have  eDtered  a  n^issionary  career,  and  are 
now  wotkin^j  for  the  Lord,  in  Amerieaj  in  Egypt,  and  in  many  other 
eountriee. 

*'  Our  As&ooiationB  work  for  saving  souls  for  Christ,  but  they  are  not 
merely  derotional  meetings,  but  do  all  that  is  in  their  power  to  educate 
their  membera  for  their  daily  call  ing*  and  are  in  tbie  respect,  too^  of  great 
benefit.  In  ttiany  Associations  instruction  is  given  in  Englisb,  FreucLj 
German,  Elementaiy  branche*,  Singing  and  Trumpet  blowing*  At  the 
time  the  cholera  was  in  our  country,  many  Associations  did  much  good 
in  relieving  the  sick ;  and  duiing  tbi3  GiBrman  war,  many  younfi-  men  went 
forth  to  the  battle  fi^lcj  to  take  care  of  the  wounded  soldier*.  It  m  curiout 
that  of  all  tbe  young  men  of  our  Union,  who  were  fighting  in  the  Prusp 
sian  army,  not  one  wai»  killed. 

"  In  connection  with  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Asaooia lions  a  great 
numt*er  of  better  lofJgin^  honses  for  young  men,  called  *  Herberge  zur 
Heiuiath,'  and  many  *^ Union  houses'  bave  been  erected,  in  which  the 
traveling  jounieymen  can  find  goo<l  quarters  ;ind  also  a  Chriatian  home. 
Such  hoiises  are  frequently  used  for  all  8orts  of  meetings  of  other  Chria- 
tian  Associationi,  and  become  more  and  more  a  *  Uome  Vfor  all  CbristiaaB 
— and  their  agency  in  the  work  of  public  welfare  is  evident 

^*The  Central  Committee  of  our  Union  has  fifteen  members,  and  tta 
M»abaa  are  held  at  Klberfeld*  A  young  tbeologian  has  acted  till  now  ai 
itsaapenor,  but  at  the  present  moment  tbia  place  is  vac-aiit  The  Union 
is  divided  into  several  circles^  and  each  circle  has  its  special  president^ 
secretary  and  treaaorer*  Every  year  a  General  Assembly  of  the  deputies 
^f  all  Aaaociationa  takes  place  at  Elbe rf eld ;  and  the  following  day  we 
^lebrale  the  anniv*irsary  of  the  Union^  on  whicli  occasion  in  gener^ 
ijOOU  or  1,200  young  men  are  gathered, 

•^Our  paper  is  printed  in  about  1^000  copies,  and  will  next  year  bo 
iJren  out  every  fortnights 

'*  B«*ide&  the  '  Rhenish  AVestphaliaa  Union,*  there  exist  two  other  Unions 
in  Germany  HI  The  one  is  called  the  Eastern  Union,  wHK  its  central  place, 
Berlin*  It  has  120  to  130  Associations,  which  are  scattered  over  five 
t  Fm»^an  provinces.  The  other  Union  is  in  the  south  of  Germany.  It 
coatains,  jierbaps,  40  to  50  Associations.  Bedsides  these  Unions,  there  are 
ftlib  many  other  Associations  in  Germany,  without  closer  connections* 

**  In  general  we  can  say,  the  Lord  has  blessed  our  work  more  than  we 
oould  littve  expected  at  any  time.  Many  young-  men  have  found  their 
Barioat  through  the  agency  of  our  Associations,  and  a  great  deal  of  good 
^u  come  forth  from  our  work 


'TtlE  OBJECTS,  WORKING,  AND  PRESENT  POSITION  OF  THE 
CONFEDERATED  YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRrSllAN  ASSOCI- 
ATIONS OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND, 

BT    WM.    EOWTN    &HIPT03T,    BSQ. 

{^tin^  a  Paper  read  at  the  Bnbiin  Urnifermce,  September^  1868*) 
1  venture  to  assume  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Christian  society  in  Eng- 
^nd,  08  elsewhere,  that  our  young  men  shouldj  by  God's  grace  and 
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blessing,  become  the  strength  of  the  nation,  and  active  agents  in  every 
work  of  mercy  and  goodness.  I  also  venture  to  think  that  Christian 
society  is  fully  aware  that  young  men,  if  left  to  themselves,  will  be, 
what  many  of  them  now  are,  irreligious  if  not  immoral ;  and,  if  immoral, 
dangerous  to  the  social  weal,  and  in  peril  of  a  danger  to  themselves 
which  it  is  the  special  duty  of  Christian  society  to  seek  to  avert 

Young  men  form  a  class  by  themselves.  Their  studies,  occupations, 
recreations,  must  for  the  most  part  be  pursued  apart  from  the  companion- 
ships and  influences  of  domestic  life,  and  from  the  beneficial  effects 
of  association  with  men  of  larger  experience  and  of  diverse  training. 
The  things  which  separate  them  become  the  occasions  of  special  tempta- 
tion to  them,  over  and  above  the  temptations  and  difficulties  peculiar  to 
their  age.  In  all  communities  where  young  men  dwell  together  in  large 
numbers  in  one  place — Universities,  Barracks,  large  houses  of  business, 
and  in  great  cities,  where  many  young  men  are  associated  for  commercial 
purposes,  their  dangers  and  difficulties  are  greatly  augmented.  It  is  of 
course  true  that  in  all  such  cases  there  is  as  much  scope  for  the  influences 
by  which  young  men  may  be  served  and  saved  as  for  those  which  ope- 
rate to  their  disadvantage.  Yet  who  that  knows  the  facts,  does  not  see 
that  the  evil  which  is  attractive,  thouirh  it  ruins,  secures  more  votaries 
thun  the  good;  which,  while  it  seeks  to  save,  does  so  by  methods 
against  which  all  the  pride  of  human  nature  rebels,  and  which  the  carnal 
mind  (the  self-loving,  self-pleasing,  fleshly  will)  resists. 

Some  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  and  habits  of  young  men,  and 
experience  gained  bv  many  years  of  labor  amongst  them,  enables  me  to 
state  that  while  in  this,  as  in  every  other  class  of  society,  the  number  of 
the  good  has  increased,  and  good  efforts  have  been  multiplied  amongst 
them,  the  proportion  of  good  to  the  bad  is  unaltered ;  the  tares  have 
grown  with  the  wheat,  and  the  servants  of  the  devil  sow  on,  in  a  con- 
genial soil,  the  seed  which  springs  up  in  plants  of  evil  growth  and  still 
more  evil  influence. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  great  increase  of  the  population 
generally,  and  the  remarkable  development  of  those  forms  of  commercial 
enterprise  in  which  the  services  of  young  men  are  required,  have  been 
attended  by  a  great  addition  to  the  facilities  for  evil  in  the  multiplication 
of  places  of  resort  for  amusement,  which  however  cheaply  advertised, 
are  always  expensive,  are  very  often  doubtful  in  character,  and  in  some 
cases  are  full  of  wickedness,  tending  only  to  evil,  and  that  continually. 
Minor  theatres,  and  all  theatres,  casinos,  music-halls,  concerts  at  public 
houses,  and  equestrian  entertainments  (infested  as  they  generally  are 
with  women  of  bad  character),  and  betting  clubs  are  all  on  the  increase, 
and  all  becoming  increasingly  mischievous. 

If  the  truth  must  be  told,  and  an  old  friend,  and  still  an  uncompro- 
mising supporter  of  the  Karly  Closing  movement,  may  be  permitted  to 
tell  it,  the  use  which  some  young  men  are  making  of  the  privileges 
afforded  by  the  reduction  of  the  hours  of  business,  goes  very  far  to  jeo- 
pardize that  boon  for  the  prudent  and  godly  men  who  would  turn  it  to 
good  account 

The  need,  therefore,  which,  in  1844,  called  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  into  existence  in  London,  stUl  remains  there  and  in  all  large 
towns  That  need  arose  out  of  the  class  position  of  young  men,  the 
special  disadvantages,  the  peculiar  and  great  temptations,  and  the  diffi- 
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culty,  on  aU  tbese  grounds,  of  reacliing  them  by  any  of  tlie  oMinary 
agencies  of  the  Christian  Ghurob,  or  aiay  other  then  ei3 sting  misflion 
BchetDe. 

I  bare  been  requested  to  speak  of  the  Young  Men^s  Christian  Assoc i- 
fttions ;  and  repte^nting  that  in  London,  I  may  be  permitted  to  illustrate 
the  general  subject  by  reference  to  its  work,  its  ageute  aod  its  agenciea. 
Ita  work  certJtinly  ii  not  to  form  a  new  Christian  coromunity.  It  is  a 
union  of  young  men — ^memberH  of  all  churches  which  bold  the  Head, 
Christ  Jeau3,  our  Lord — to  seek,  by  their  personal  example,  and  their 
t^fitimony  to  the  grace  of  God  ns  experienced  by  themselves,  the  convert 
Bion  of  their  unbelieving  companions.  It  seeks  to  win  such  unconverted 
young  men  to  the  Saviour,  then  to  add  them  to  the  fellowship  of  the 
churches  which  witneaa  for  His  truth  in  the  world-  It  admits  none  to 
its  fellowship  who  do  not  understand  this  aim,  and  who  do  not  afford 
evidence  of  such  spiritual  experience  and  qualifications  as  prove  their 
adaptation  to  this  particular  work,  and  none  who,  without  good  reason, 
are  not  already  iu  communion  with  some  section  of  Cbrist^s  Church.  Ita 
membership  is  exclusive  only  in  the  sense  of  heiog  discriminative.  All 
juung  men  are  not  suited  for  its  memherahip  by  character ;  all  believing 
men  are  not  suited  f*>r  it  by  gifts.  Yet  it  has  probably  now  as  many  as 
12,0i>0  young  men  acting  as  missionaries  for  Christ  in  itie  bouses  of  bu- 
finess  in  London  and  other  towns  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

These  young  men  are  not  by  this  work  separated  from  other  good 
works.  Being  members  of  churchesj  they  are  all  under  the  din?ctiou  of 
their  churches  and  pastors  as  to  the  forma  of  service  in  which  they  should 
engage.  They  are  to  be  found  in  Sabbath  schools,  ragged  schools,  visit* 
ing^societiea,  tract  distriLuuoDs,  and  many  other  departments  of  Clmstian 
labor* 

A  recent  inveatigation  in  London  showed  that  not  ten  per  cent,  of  tha 
members  ar a  emplojed  in  the  direction  of  the  agencies  peculiar  to  the 
Association,  and  of  these  a  large  proportion  were  found  to  be  also  among 
the  most  active  workers  in  other  societies.  The  necessity  for  this  state- 
ment arises  from  the  repetition  of  the  oft-refuted  complaint  that  the  Voung 
Men^s  Christian  Association  takes  men  away  from  other  agencies.  It 
takes  none.  It  does  claim  the  special  services  of  some  of  these  reclaimed 
from  the  world  and  sin  by  God's  blessing,  on  ita  own  agencies;  but  it 
gives  ninety  to  the  general  cause  of  the  Church  for  every  ten  whom  it 
keeps  and  employs  to  win  others  from  evil  to  good,  from  Satan  to  Christ ; 
and  if  the  churches  complain  of  this,  they  are  as  sinful  as  short-sighted. 

A  consideration  of  the  agencies  of  the  Association  will  illustrate  this. 
Twenty-four  years  ago,  when  nothing  was  done  for  young  men  outside 
the  churches,  and  very  little  in  them,  the  Association  determined  to  form 
Bible  classes — to  gather  them  together  on  Sunday  afternoons  for  the 
study  of  God*a  word.  Those  were  invited  who  were  wont  to  go  to  seek 
their  pleasure  on  the  Lord^s  day.  They  came — were  instructed,  and 
many  converted.  From  time  to  time  others^  such  as  they  once  were, 
canie  and  filled  their  plac^  in  the  Bible  class  ;  and  to-day,  aa  at  the  first, 
the  Association  goes  out  into  the  streets  of  London  wiih  ita  invitations, 
compelling  men  to  come  in. 

Who  is  robbed  I  the  churches  1  These  men  never  cared  to  go  to 
churches,  Sunday  schools  I  They  require  teaching  ;  they  would  be 
worse  than  useieea  aa  teaoheri.     Hagged-schooia  I     Many  of  them  hava 
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been  subjects  of  the  sins  which  lead  to  poverty,  destitution,  and  crime, 
nnd,  as  we  found  them,  they  could  only  illustrate  these  evils— could  not 
remedy  them. 

But  who  gains  ?  Everybody  but  the  Association.  All  its  efforts  neces- 
sitate a  constant  expenditure  of  time,  thought,  labor,  anxiety,  money, 
influence,  none  of  which  can  return  to  itself,  for  it  exists  only  as  the 
nnxiliary  of  the  churches ;  and  when  its  work  is  done,  or  when  the 
churches  themselves  assume  it  directly,  then  the  Association  should 
Ije,  must  in  all  fidelity  be,  re-absorbed  into  its  source. 

But  even  now  the  churches  gain  in  the  augmentation  of  their  numbeis, 
the  addition  to  their  fellowship  of  men  of  vigor,  trained  in  the  conduct 
of  affairs,  concerned  in  all  that  is  passing  in  life,  men  of  diligence,  of 
intelligence,  and  power.  ... 

Every  form  of  missionary  enterprise  gains.  Our  great  missionary  m- 
stitutions,  which  have  secured  from  the  labors  of  the  Association  agents 
for  their  blessed  work  now  laboring  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;*  the 
Sunday-schools,  which  are  sunplied  with  teachers,  always  gladly  received, 
but  seldom  thankfully  acknowledged ;  the  Ragged-schools,  some  of  which 
are  exclusively,  and  many  very  largely,  furnished  with  teachers — fruits 
af  the  labors  of  the  Associations.  And  yet  more,  society  at  large  gains 
in  the  repression  of  evil,  in  the  reclamation  of  offenders,  in  the  pro- 
traction and  encouragement  of  the  virtuous  and  well-disposed,  in  the 
training  of  agents  for  usefulness,  in  the  augmentation  of  tne  number  of 
those  who  become,  by  virtue,  by  prudence,  by  the  results  of  honorable 
industry,  the  safeguards  and  ornaments  of  a  Christian  state. 

I  hope  I  have  justified  the  claim  of  our  Associations  to  a  missionary 
r^liaracter ;  yet  it  remains  to  be  shown  how  this  can  consist  with  such 
lidelity  to  the  claims  of  the  Churches  and  their  work,  as  I  have  asserted. 
The  simple  explanation  is,  that  the  Associations  pledge  their  members  to 
tlie  exercise  of  their  special  mission  to  young  men  in  the  sphere  of  their 
dmly  calling.  The  young  men  who  will  not  go  to  church  to  hear  of 
Christ,  have  the  message  of  mercy  brought  to  them  in  the  shop,  the 
i^arehouse,  or  the  office.  Those  who  repudiate  the  evidences  of  Divine 
working  in  the  Church, 

**Iii  Boals  renewed  and  Bins  forgiven/* 

have  testimony  brought  before  their  own  eyes,  in  the  places  of  dieir 
d«ly  resort,  that  the  Gospel  has  power  to  change  the  sinner  hy  the  saint, 
tlje  selfish  and  the  vile  to  the  loving,  and  pure,  and  good ;  Jiud  this  exhi- 
bition of  godliness  comes  in  the  form  most  likely  to  secure  attention, 
when  it  is  presented  in  the  diligence,  sobriety,  meekness,  gentleneas  and 
irood-will  of  men  who  are  of  necessity  subjected  to  the  most  rigid  acra- 
uny  and  whose  only  hope  of  influence  depends  upon  their  consist^ncj 
and  practical  kindness. 

"  Watched  by  the  world's  maUgnant  eye 
Who  load  ns  with  reproach  and  shame  ; 

As  servanto  of  the  Lord  Most  High, 
As  Jealons  for  His  glorious  name, 

We  ought  in  all  His  paths  to  move 

With  holy  fear  and  homble  loye." 

So  living,  the  members  do  the  work  of  the  Associations;  so  com- 
mending rdigion,  they  become  the  men  to  whom,  in  distress  or  difficulty, 

'Bij«  speech  of  Bev.  Thos.  Green,  in  "  Report  of  Conference  on  Missions  held  in  LiTerpooL" 
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tiie  moat  ungocily  will  corae  for  help  and  ftympathy,  sav\  the  most  inreU 
eTAte  opponents  of  ike  Bible  will  seek  for  advice.  This  baa  been  eo  in 
Bumb^arldflss  instances  ;  and  every  year's  exporieuce  proTes  Uie  continued 
value  of  such  &  form  of  mieaionary  effort. 

But  our  Associations  are  n  >t  only  missionary,  but  Scriptural.  They 
iekncwledge  the  authority  of  the  Divine  Word,  and  they  seek  to  use  it 
■£tliegQ!d€  of  all  their  enterprises*  In  the  gatherings  of  the  mem  hers 
for  pruvisf  at  the  devotional  nieetingaj  **  ilm  word  "*  is  presented  con- 
tinually to  their  attention,  and  in  the  Bible  classes  it  is  the  basis  of  all 
t^fti^liing  and  counsel 

Dare  I  venture  to  add,  that  because  Scriptural,  and  in  on:ler  to  be 
miasionaiy,  our  Associations  are  C'atholic  and  unsectarian  in  their  char- 
Rcter, 

Under  the  direction  of  Holy  Scripture  they  concern  themselves  with 
the  fact^  that  men,  by  nature  born  in  sin  and  chihJren  of  wrath,  are  in 
danger  of  ^  destruction  from  the  presence  of  God/*  and  that  because  of 
tilts  "Christ  Jefius  came  into  the  world  to  sava  sinners/* 

Nothing  is  so  universal  as  the  fact  of  ain.  Bleared  be  God  that  He 
deaigas  to  be  universal,  also^  in  the  proclamation  of  His  tuercy  I  But  to-day 
ikm  ejctent  of  the  evil  is  greater  than  the  knowledge  and  applicaion  of 
the  remedy  ;  and  it  beho<ives  all  who  Itave  proved  its  value  to  extend  its 
influence,  botli  for  the  honor  of  the  great  1  'hysician,  and  the  relief  of  siji- 
rtricken  and  suffering  humanity. 

Our  Associations  have,  from  the  firsts  comprehended  men  of  all  evan- 
gdWl  denominations;  and  not  a  few  of  the  pastors  holding  inflututial^ 
and  iomo  foremost  places  in  the  Established  and  other  Churt^hea  of  our 
eotintfy,  havB  ha<l  their  early  training  for  usefulness  in  this  direct 
tatwion  of  the  Young  Meu*s  Christian  AsiBociationi?,  As  I  am  very  sure 
tliaf.  00  one  at*otion  of  the  Christian  Church  could,  of  itself,  do  the 
Lorcrs  work  in  the  world,  bo  I  am  convinced  that  no  one  denomination 
of  Chmtlans  can  undertrike  this  mission  to  young  men  genendly.  1  do 
not  undervalue  the  work  of  Young  Men's  Societies  in  connection  with 
pArticular  denommntions.  They  have  their  uses  in  conserving  the  alle- 
^anc^i  aaeiatin^  the  studies,  directing  the  Godly  enterprises  of  young 
ni*u  who  are  already  adherents  of  a  particular  ecclesiastical  community; 
bit  that  which  is  their  value  in  such  case?^  makci  them  useless  as  regards 
the  great  outlying  mass  of  young  men  who  are  without  the  Church  and 
l>eyfnd  its  reach.  To  such  young  men  it  would  be  idle  to  talk  of  the 
claims  of  a  eecl^  or  llie  merits  of  a  system  of  Theoloiry,  They  need  to 
leAm  the  tirst  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Chri&t,  Nay*  they  need  first 
^jf  all  to  "  know^  Christ;"  and  the  great  aim  of  those  who  valne  their 
Bouls  must  be  to  convey  to  them  this  knowledge,  whicli  is  ^^  life  eternal," 
I  bave  spoken  incidentally  of  the  methods  of  service  generally  adopt* 
*i ;  but  iu  such  work  all  methods  serve,  The  young  man  in  sickness 
iiiay  receive  sympathy^  and  this  m^y  open  his  heart  to  listen  to  words  of 
f<WT  couuseL  The  youth  who  has  strayed  from  the  paths  of  rectitude 
i^^i  Wt  situation  and  character,  may  be  cared  for,  assisted  to  find  fresh 
wflrkj  anil  wou  to  repentance.  The  stranger  may  be  brought  by  a  friendly 
uiviuktiou  to  attend  the  Bible  Class,  and  so  led  to  share  in  the  general 
protection  of  our  rooms.     The  sturdy  sinner  may  be  met  with  reproof  or 
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remonstrance  at  the  very  moment  when  warning  must  be  beard ;  and  the 
sceptic  or  the  opposer  of  reli^on,  may  be  silenced  by  the  simple  testi- 
mony borne  by  a  man  whom  he  knows  and  can  trust,  to  a  proved  and 
realized  salvation.  I  speak  of  these  as  of  means,  the  blessed  use  of  which 
could  be  abundantly  illustrated. 

Biit  the  best  proof  of  utility  is  ascertained  results.  In  every  spiritual 
work  these  can  only  be  dealt  with  on  the  outside.  It  belongs  to  the 
Lord  to  give  blessings  as  it  pleaseth  Him,  and  to  afford  the  tokens  of 
His  approval  in  the  form  and  manner  and  measure  of  His  sovereign  wis- 
dom. Extension  and  increase  may,  however,  be  taken  as  among  the 
proofs  of  utility,  and  that  these  have  been  vouchsafed  to  the  AcsociatioDB 
is  shown  by  the  following  statistics,  which  present  the  approximate  posi- 
tion of  the  Associations  on  1st  January,  1868  : 


Auociatiom,  Membert, 

Bngland  and  Wales 101  11,917 

Scotland 47  3,098 

Ireland 10  817 

British  Colonies 13  .  3S3 

Holland 73  1,434 

Belgium 11  167 

ToUl 736  58.430 


Attoeiationt.  Memben. 

France 53  804 

North  Germany 99  3,004 

Rhenish  Westphalia 130  4,160 

French  Switzerland 57  665 

North  America* 149  33.1ti 


Besides,  there  are  in  Wurtemburg  and  Germany,  43 ;  German  Swit- 
zerland, 38  ;  Italy,  5  ;  Mediterranean,  5  ;  North  America,  100 — 191 
Associations  from  which  no  returns  in  detail  have  been  received ;  and  in 
course  of  formation  in  England  and  Wales,  20  ;  Holland,  30. 

At  one  period  in  the  history  of  the  London  Association  about  one-half 
of  the  members  ascribed  to  the  labors  of  the  Association,  the  knowleds^e 
of  religious  truth,  and  their  conversion  to  God.  It  would  not  be  possible, 
if  it  were  desirable,  to  sustain  such  forms  of  computation.  It  may  be 
fairly  stated,  however,  that  all  experience  has  shown,  and  nowhere  more 
than  in  your  Association  in  Dublin,  that  where  the  souls  of  young  men 
are  cared  for,  where  the  methods  employed  are  those  of  Christian  testi- 
mony and  of  Scriptural  instruction,  and  where  Christ  and  not  the  Chureb, 
salvation  not  a  sect,  have  been  set  before  young  men,  they  have  gladly 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  and  the  Lord  has  given  testi- 
mony to  the  word  of  His  grace. 

The  strength  of  the  Association  in  London,  under  God's  graciouo 
blessing,  has  been  proved  by  experience  to  consist  in  the  Christian  *ondi' 
tions  of  its  membership,  in  the  catholicity  of  its  spirit,  in  ils  protective 
arrangements  for  virtuous  and  well-disposed  young  men,  in  its  miseiouair 
efforts  for  the  reclamation  of  those  yet  out  of  the  way,  and  not  least  of 
all,  in  its  fidelity  to  the  churches,  and  its  honor  of  the  niinbtries  and 
ordinances  which  God  Himself  has  appointed  in  the  churcli.  A«  we 
have  found  it  in  London,  as  we  have  seen  it  to  prosper  elsewherei  i^o  we 
commend  it  to  your  attention  and  to  the  prayers  and  sympathies  of  alt 
saints. 

1  have  spoken,  however,  only  of  what  Young  Men^s  Christian  Assoc io- 
tions  seek  to  do  for  young  men.  I  have  not  reminded  you^  as  I  mij^bt 
have  done,  of  what  these  young  men  may  be  called  to  do  for  yourseEvsit 
and  your  churches  in  the  coming  time. 

*  Oar  readers  wiU  observe  that  the  flgares  relating  to  North  America  are  takva  tr^m  Uie 
Beport  of  the  Montreal  Coaveation.  There  are  now  659  Associations,  with  a  meiul^rsbifr 
estimated  at  9U,OU0. 
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All  God'i  ^eat  misaionaiy  agents  liave  been  called  as  young  nnen* 
Abrahfim,  Moses,  Josbua,  SaiDuel,  DaTid,  and  Daoi^jl  nmj  Pierre  tor  ex' 
am  pies  frona  the  historjof  the  early  ehiirch  ;  but  the  student  of  Christian 
hi&tory  will  not  for|fet  thut  the  foremost  at*ent»  in  the  proelamatiau  of 
the  Goftp^l  have  been  joung  menj  and  the  fact  is  made  more  impressiTe 
by  tlxe  circunistances  under  wliich  they  themselves  obtained  a  knowledge 
of  salvation.  Saul  of  Tarsus  needeil  to  learn  ^'  the  way  of  peace  "  from 
old  AnanisA;  but  Ananias  could  not  have  done  Paura  work  among  tb© 
Gentiles,  Luther  had  need  of  Staupita  to  teach  him  to  caat  his  burden 
on  the  Lord,  and  to  appropriate,  as  pergonal  to  hiniselfT  "the  forgiveness 
of  sins^''^  in  which  he  was  wont  to  de^'lare  hia  belief;  but  StaupiU  lived 
and  died  a  monk  in  the  communion  of  liome,  while  Luther^  ngoicing  in 
the  liberty  of  the  sona  of  God,  fought  the  battle  of  our  spirituai  freeilom, 
and  restored  the  Scriptures  of  truth  to  their  pre-eraibent  authority  in  the 
chnrch  of  God,  Wesley ^b  "  long  night  of  legal  years  "  might  have  heon 
indefinitely  prolonged  but  for  the  simple  evHogelism  of  I'eter  Boehler ; 
but  the  worthy  Moravian  mi^ionary  who  could  bring  consolation  to  the 
burdened  he^irt  of  the  young  clergyman,  could  not  have  done  Wesley's 
work  of  revival  and  reformation  in  England. 

But  Paul  and  Lutlier,  and  Wesley  are  but  the  names  of  a  history 
whti^e  lessons  seem  feat  fading  from  tlie  memory  of  the  Church.  Do  we 
need  no  more  preachers  to  the  (ien tiles,  no  more  relonners,  nor  any 
further  revival  ?  Never  did  we  need  tliem  more.  And  whence  are  we 
to  obcam  them  I  If  the  story  of  God's  dealingB  with  the  Church  teaches 
anything,  it  teaches  that  they  must  come  from  the  young  men  for  whom 
we  ask  your  sympathy  and  care. 

Come  they  whence  they  may,  onr  duty  is  clear.  God  haa  given  us 
this  work  to  do,  and  has  blessed  us  in  the  doing  beyond  all  our  hope  \ 
how  much  beyond  our  etfort  and  deserving  we  humhly  own  to  the  glory 
of  llm  grace.  Be  it  ours  to  pursue  it  in  the  future  with  more  vigor  and 
leal,  witjh  more  humility  and  love.  1 

A  few  brief  sentences  or  exhortation  must  bring  me  to  my  conclusion,  (I 

Be  vbry  nan  to  roc  a  piuiitoiPLKs.  This  is  a  day  of  compromise, 
hut  there  can  be  no  compromise  here*  Real  sin  and  a  real  devil,  can 
oqIv  be  met  by  the  real  salvation  of  a  real  Christ — the  Christ  of  our 
Bihle. 

Bs  TERT  LOYAL  TO  ALL    TOVH   COtLBAOU£a    IK   THTS  WORE.       Think  the  i 

befit  of  them,  make  the  most  of  them,  find,  at  the  worst,  pray  much  for  i 

thetn  ere  you  fail  of  ch;mty  or  good  wilL  I 

Bk  vEar  TE5n£i£  to  ihe  souls  Tot)  sxkk:  to  save.     ^^The  Lord  is  \ 

very  pitifuL*'  When  he  himself  ministered  on  ejirth,  he  brake  not  the 
bmiaed  reed,  nor  quenched  the  Bmoking  fliix ;  and  this  example  m  fol- 
lowed by  all  whom  He  calls  to  His  service.  The  sainted  M'Uheyne,  of 
Dmidee^  when  once  compelled  by  illness  to  leave  his  people  in  charge  of 
a  brother  Minister,  after  having  completed  all  arrangements^  given  him 
UBedtul  instructions,  and  bidden  him  fan'. well,  came  ba^^k  again  to  the 
di^r  aud  said  with  the  pleasing  earrje&tneaa  of  one  \v  bo  knew  the  sorrows 
and  sufferings  of  sinners  aa  well  ai%  their  guiltiness,  what  1  have  ventured 
to  repeat  to  you,  **  Be  very  tender  with  these  poor  souls/'  Ah  S  Breth* 
rcD,  Low  much  they  need ;   how  little  they  can  bear, 

Bk  CHmsTLia^E  I  And  so  to  be,  he  "Gentle  unto  all  men  ;  *  *  * 
io  meekness  initructing  them  that  oppose  themselves  ;  if  Qod^  peradven- 
tiiTt,  wiU  give  them  repentance  to  the  ackuowledgiug  of  the  truth/* 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  FRENCH  ASSOCIATIONS  AND  THEIR  WORK. 
Br  MoNB.  J.  Ed.  Barms,  ot  Paris. 

(Presented  at  the  Dublin  Conference.) 

Gentlbmek  and  Dear  Brethrbk, — I  must  express  the  happiness  I 
feel  in  being  amongst  you.  The  distance  that  separates  us  could  never 
be  a  bar  to  our  union  in  heart,  for  our  prayers  ascend  together  to  tlie 
throne  of  God  ;  but  the  Lord  brings  to  us  new  encouragements,  and  sug- 
gests more  earnest  thoughts  of  prayer  when  he  permits  us  thus  to  meet 

I  bring  you  the  salutations  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
of  France  ;  and,  since  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  them,  I  will  endeavor 
to  give  some  details  of  their  operations. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  offer  a  few  preliminary  observations,  in  order  that 
you  may  understand  the  circumstances  under  which  our  Associatioiis 
were  established. 

France,  as  you  know,  has  forty  millions  of  inhabitants,  of  whom  two 
millions  only  are  Protestants.  This  is  the  result  of  the  persecutions  onr 
forefatbers  suffered  during  the  last  century  ;  yet  even  this  number  should 
fill  us  with  gratitude  to  God,  when  we  remember  that  a  hundred  years 
ago  the  French  Reformed  Christians  were,  in  fact,  often  obliged  to  flee 
and  to  brave  a  thousand  risks,  in  order  to  escape  imprisonment  for  life  or 
banishment  from  their  native  land. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Lord  times  of  tolerance  have  succeeded ;  it  is 
now  some  time  since  our  rights  were  restored  and  our  places  of  worship 
rebuilt,  yet  down  to  the  present  very  many  difficulties  have  disturbed 
our  churches,  and  the  drymg  wind  of  Rationalism  has  often  sorely  tried 
them. 

It  will  not,  then,  surprise  you  to  learn  that  the  "  Christian  Unions"*  of 
our  country  were  established  here  and  there  only  among  isolated  churches, 
and  that  in  few  places  could  a  sufficient  number  of  pious  young  men  be 
found  to  lay  the  foundations  of  lasting  Associations.  In  every  case,  how- 
ever, where  young  and  fervent  hearts  have  met  together  the  "union" 
work  has  been  undertaken  with  enthusiasm ;  and  when,  in  1 852,  our 
first  Associations  were  founded,  their  members  displayed  the  greatest 
activity,  in  spite  of  the  isolated  position  of  many  of  them. 

This  state  of  things,  however,  it  was  feared,  might  peril  tlie  success 
and  extension  of  our  Society.  The  Christian  men  who  founded  those 
Associations  understood  this,  and  felt  the  necessity  of  binding  together 
all  branches  of  our  work ;  and  this  occupied  their  chief  attention  in  the 
organization  of  the  General  Union  of  France  as  it  now  exists.  This  Gene- 
ral Union  is  made  up  of  about  sixty  Associations,  nearly  idl  of  which  are 
formed  into  groups  of  nine,  accord mg  as  the  Associations  are  situated  in 
proximity  to  one  another ;  those,  however,  that  are  at  too  great  a  dis- 
tance to  be  included  in  any  of  the  groups  are  yet  in  communication  with 
the  others,  by  means  of  correspondence,  and  come  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  **  isolated  Unions."  "When  an  isolated  union  is  happy  enough  to 
see  new  ones  established  in  its  neighborhood,  they  are  invited  to  form  to- 
gether a  new  group,  Each  group  is  presided  over  by  a  committee, 
which  summons  two  or  three  times  a  year  the  Associations  belonging  to 

*  Left  TJniona  ChretienneB  de  Jeonea  GenB. 
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its  mxcmt  to  meet  in  the  most  central  town.    All  the  Aaaoctfltions  of  the 
^up  should  be  represented  tbete  and  aend  a  report  of  their  condition. 

1  he  nine  groufis  are  united  by  a  centra!  conunittee  of  three  members, 
which  is  placed  at  the  besid  of  the  Association,  reeeiroa  all  coiumnnica- 
tions,  and  publishes  them  in  the  Bulletin  or  journaJ  of  correspouoence 
which  is  imder  its  direction. 

Thus  otir  Aseocialions  are  bound  together  by  the  groups,  and  the 
groups  hy  the  central  cominittee,  perioiiical  meetings  and  the  fraternal 
journal  of  eorregpondenoe  giving  all  the  members  moans  of  frequent  in- 
tercourse. 

Snoh  is  otir  orc^nizatEon.  W-^  believe  it  good  and  adapted  to  our 
wants  ;  but,  gentlemen,  the  be*t  organization  is  of  itself  insufficient  to  in- 
jure prosperity.  It  arranj^ea  and  leathers  together  the  elements  of  life, 
but  It  cannot  create  tbem  ;  let  us  then  consider  the  inner  working  of  the 
French  Unions  to  see  if  life  be  tiiere. 

But  first,  brethren,  let  us  not  hesitate  to  aflarni  that,  through  God's 
goodneflA,  every  Union  has  zealous  members  who  attend  the  ineetin|fB 
nagulnrly,  and  join  in  them  with  ft^nrent  prayer  and  loving  exhortiitions, 
without  which  our  Associations  could  not  eacist. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  there  are  in  France  young  men  who  value  our  soci-- 
etiui!,  and  who  believe  them  destined  to  accomplish  very  much  good ; 
tiiej  fed  the  necessity  of  gathering  30ung  men  together  around  the 
IVord  of  God  ;  they  know  that  wiLhout  that  Word  there  is  only  a  world  Jul! 
of  infidelity  and  corruption  ;  they  underataud  that  the  Chun.^h'9  future  de- 
p^tidn  upon  the  character  and  disposi  tion  of  the  present  generation.  If  that 
generation  cares  only  for  perishable  wealth  and  earthly  joys  it  can  fiirnisU 
to  the  future  churches  only  members  without  faith,  without  strength  or 
desire  to  act,  and  incapable  of  working  for  the  salvation  of  souls* 
Tlio*e  who  are  conviaced  of  these  truths  are  resolved  to  wrestle  ener- 
gftically  to  establish  and  strengthen  our  ABeociations ;  but  we  must  own 
tlwit  such  devoted  members  are  few  and  not  sufficiently  assisted. 

We  must  leatity  also,  with  BOiue  uneasiness,  that  the  young  men  of  our 
Uaurehes  do  not  come  iu  as  great  nunibt;rs  as  we  desire;  yet  to  the 
ftiture  we  look  forward  in  hope.  Our  members  will  ever  heat  in  mind 
their  successors.  Time  can  never  take  away  from  their  hearts  the  ardent 
|t>fe  thoy  have  for  the  work,  but  thev  may  be  prevented  from  coutintnng 
it  by  their  presence  and  their  personal  efforts.  They  may  be  placed  in 
other  cireumstances ;  become  heada  of  families^  or  called  upon  to  sustain 
tbe  Churches  in  other  positions,  and  then  will  seek  the  privilege  of  being 
^tlen  on  the  list  of  onr  '*  Honorary  Members,*'  Other  and  voungor 
fnends  then  succeed  them,  and  thus  our  Associations  are  maintained. 

All  our  Unions  muttt  have  old  and  young  membere.  Young  members 
are  taught  by  the  example  of  their  elders,  and  in  time  learn  to  discharge 
tlmo5t  involuntarily,  tbe  duties  which  they  fulfilled.  They  perform  these 
"itttiea  till,  in  turn  heeomi ug  older,  they  gradually  reaigu  them  to  their 
•^wsoetoors,  and  thus  the  work  is  regularly  carried  on,  and  its  success,  in 
lh<j  futdi^^  certain, 

'^^no  gi  eat  ditBculty  presents  itself  here*  The  young  men  having  just 
t^imji^tnl  their  course  of  religious  instruction  in  the  Sunday  schools,  are 
oiion  then  too  young  to  become  proper  members  of  our  Unions ;  the  sub- 
jtftt»  treated  are  above  their  comprehension,  and,  besides,  our  meetings 
^uig  geaerally  held  in  the  evening  they  cannot  alw^iys  be  present.     It  is. 
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then,  after  some  time  only  that  we  can  hope  to  see  them  frequent  onr 
halls,  and  often  that  short  internal  suffices  for  them  to  lose,  in  a  measure, 
their  first  ardent  faith,  so  that  they  will  not  come  at  all. 

This  subject  is  worth  the  serious  attention  of  the  friends  interested  in 
our  operations  in  France,  for  it  certainly,  in  a  considerable  degree,  con- 
cerns the  future. 

Let  us  see  now  what  are  the  motive-powers  in  our  Unions.  We  have 
always  the  members'  meetings,  the  Bible  class,  the  Prayer  meetings,  and 
in  some  of  them,  libraries  and  reading  rooms,  singing  schools,  soireeo,  and 
occasional  lectures. 

At  our  Bible  class,  or  edification  meetings,  as  we  call  them,  the  time  is 
occupied  with  prayer,  hymns,  and  conversation  upon  Grod's  Word.  In 
some  Unions  the  subjects  are  indicated  in  advance  upon  a  printed  list, 
including  the  verses  of  Scripture,  where  they  are  to  be  found  and  the 
times  of  meeting. 

Young  men,  strangers  to  our  work  and  to  our  faith,  are  invited  there : 
few,  alas !  are  pleased  by  our  meditations;  they  are  too  serious  for  them, 
and  we  scarcely  know  the  secret  of  finding  the  way  to  their  hearts. 

Members'  meetings  are  composed  only  of  those  who  have  signed  our 
roll  and  conformed  to  our  standard  of  membership.  With  regard  to  the 
requirements  of  the  latter,  the  most  important  are  as  follows: — To  look 
to  Christ  as  our  only  Lord,  Saviour  and  God,  to  regard  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture as  divinely  inspired,  and  to  feel  impressed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
exert  ourselves  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  God. 

In  the  special  re  union  of  the  members  much  familiarity  generally 
abounds:  we  discuss  practically  all  the  subjects  which  concern  our 
Unions,  and  study  together  verses  of  the  Bible  which  contain  some  pa^ 
ticular  difficulty. 

The  prayer  meetings  are  entirely  for  prayer ;  they  are  indispensable 
for  the  life  of  our  Unions.  We  had  one  last  Sunday  on  behalf  of  all  the 
French  Unions.  Let  us  say,  however,  that,  unfortunately,  these  seasons 
of  prayer  are  not  numerous  enough  in  our  country.  The  members  of  our 
Unions  prefer  to  pray  in  private.  It  is  because  our  number  is  small,  for 
it  is  difficult  to  multiply  re-unions,  which  must  always  be  sustained  bv 
the  same  members.  Nearly  all  our  Unions  have  libraries,  large  or  small 
Few  only  have  reading-rooms,  but  these  cannot  be  supported  but  by  a 
large  Union,  and  we  have  few  such  in  France. 

la  several  of  our  Associations  are  established  singing  schools,  and 
courses  of  instruction  in  the  common  French  branches,  as  also  lectures; 
these  are  excellent  when  well  carried  out,  but  they  are  really  quite  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  sustain,  for  they  require  devoted  professors,  and  money  as 
well  as  auditors — three  things  not  always  to  be  found  in  small  societies. 
Let  me  say,  however,  that  several  attempts  of  the  kind  were  successful 
Veiy  interesting  lectures  were  given  in  many  of  our  Unions,  particularly 
in  the  largo  towns,  and  were  very  much  liked. 

We  believe  that  these  lectures  are  about  the  best  means  for  attracting 
the  indifferent,  and  those  who  do  not  belong  to  our  society,  and,  there- 
fore our  meetings  have  not  been  devoted  exclusively  to  religious  subjects. 
In  fact,  more  than  one  young  man,  who  would  hesitate  to  come  to  a 
prayer  meeting,  is  attracted  by  this  variety  of  subjects ;  and  when  at  the 
end  of  an  interesting  lecture,  a  Christian  friend,  in  offering  a  cup  of  tea, 
addresses  to  him  some  few  affectionate  words,  the  young  man  receives  a 


fav^erable  impr^Rsioti  in  itself  quite  a  sufficient  inTitatiati  to  come  agMH^ 
and  ofteD,  to  our  rooms. 

To  work  for  the  conversion  of  young  men,  to  unite  in  fellowsliip  those 
who  ar«  isolated,  to  cn?ate  relations  of  Christian  friendship  among  them, 
without  regard  to  the  particular  church  to  which  they  belong,  la^  I  be- 
lieve, th#  tVu©  work  of  our  Association s»  Their  object  is  to  form  a  sort 
of  nursery,  so  to  speak,  of  zealous  ami  devoted  youug  men  for  all  Chris- 
tian churches;  for  with  us  every  sectarian  distinction  is  ii^iored- 

I  have  not  mentioned,  among  the  operations,  that  our  Unions  under- 
take the  work  of  the  Sunday  Schools,  the  visits  to  the  sick,  the  preacliing 
of  the  Gospel,  the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  so  forth — all 
important  works  so  necessary^  and  in  some  of  which  no  true  Christian 
can  fail  to  engage. 

I  do  not,  in  iact,  understand  our  Unions  as  forming  a  society  for  teach- 
ing children,  nor  as  a  society  for  charitable  purposes,  nor  as  a  Bible 
society »  I  believe  our  Unions  ought  to  be  an  Association  which  will 
furnish  young  men  for  all  those  purposes, 

A  church,  possessing  an  army  of  young  nien^  will  not  lack  for  evan- 
gelists or  visiton*  for  the  poor.  Our  churches  find  most  earnest  co- oper- 
ators in  our  Unions*  Thither,  then,  we  must  draw  the  young  men  ; 
there  we  must  hold  fastj  and  cherish  the  true  lite  by  faith  in  Christ 

All  the  members  of  our  Unions  in  France  belong  atso  to  some  one  or 
othef  of  tho^e  societies.  Very  many,  in  particular,  work  actively  for  tlie 
Bunday  schools,  and  there  h  an  intimate  relation  existing  between  theae 
ichoofa  and  our  own  work,  si  nee  amoug  the  scholars  in  them  are  the 
future  members  and  strength  of  our  Unions,  and  many  of  us  have  but 
recently  been  scholars  ourselves. 

In  France  the  different  Churches  feel  that  they  must  not  be  too  much 
darided;  and  if  they  differ  in  some  infling  matters,  th&y  ail  feel  that  they 
have  only  one  common  enemy  to  fight*  Rationalism,  indeed,  works  for 
the  ruin  of  all,  for  it  will  conduct  lo  infidelity  in  spite  of  its  protesta- 
tions. 

It  is  in  lending  an  energetic?  help  to  our  Churches  that  we  shall  gain 
the  esteem  of  their  pastors  and  directors.  We  have  already  found  much 
*yiDpaihy  and  encouragement  amongst  them.  ^Several  assisted  us  by 
lecturing  at  onr  rooms,  giving  at  times  addresses  especially  directed  to 
yoting  xai*n,  and  by  lending  their  churches  and  their  own  houses  in 
^hieh  to  hold  our  general  assemblies  ;  others,  up  to  the  present,  have 
taken  little  interest  in  our  labors,  and  thought  little  of  the  blessed  re- 
sults ijod  may  have  in  reserve  for  them. 

lender  all  ciroumatancea,  let  us  remember  that  our  works  must  be  our 
NcQuimendation^  They  will  be  our  highest  claim  to  the  approval  of  the 
Churches ;  let  ua  be  more  ready  to  offer  them  our  help  for  their  labora 
tban  to  ask  their  assistance  for  ours. 

Thus  far,  gentlemen,  1  have  spoken  generally  of  all  the  French  Unions  , 
D*it  Mere  closing  I  cannot  retrain  from  speaking  about  our  Paris  Union, 
With  which  1  am  more  particularly  acquaints  J. 

^ere  is  a  great  work  lo  be  accomplished  at  Paris,  not  only  amongst 
yoiiDg^  men  w^ho  reside  permanently  in  that  immense  city,  but  also 
smotigst  those  only  there  for  a  short  period, 

W«  muflt  attraot  both  by  offering  to  them  Interesting  meetings  and 
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friendly  and  earnest  welcome,  and  by  endeavoring  to  be  more  attractiye 
than  the  temptations  with  which  they  may  elsewhere  meet.  It  is  a  diffi- 
cult task,  but  worthy  of  all  our  efforts  and  ambition.  The  field  is  large, 
the  harvest  is  great,  unfortunately  the  workmen  are  few.  Our  number 
is  too  small  for  so  vast  a  city,  and  our  first  care  should  be  to  find  co- 
operators. 

As  an  example :  When  a  year  ago  we  were  privileged  to  receive  in 
our  city  the  delegates  of  Unions  of  all  countries,  we  much  regretted  our 
inability  to  introduce  them  to  meetings  as  numerous  and  flourishing  as 
we  could  have  desired  I  trust  that  those  kind  friends  who  were  present 
then  will  pardon  us  for  not  being  able  to  entertain  them  as  well  as  we 
should  have  liked ;  it  would,  inde^,  have  been  sweet  to  us  to  have  done 
better  and  more.  This  universal  conference  has  been  to  us  a  source  of 
very  great  encouragement  We  have  felt  that  we  were  sustained  by  the 
earnest  wishes  of  the  Christian  young  men  of  ail  countries ;  and  we  have 
had  the  advantage  of  forming  some  most  valuable  connections.  Tet,  at 
the  same  time  that  we  experienced  these  emotions  of  Christian  joy,  we 
were  humbled  by  the  thought  of  our  weakness,  and  felt  that  we  were 
unworthy  of  the  honor  of  receiving  so  important  an  assembly. 

The  Christian  Unions  have  at  Paris  eight  different  meetings  in  the 
city;  each  one  of  these  is  composed  of  but  a  small  number  of  members ; 
it  is  in  working  together  harmoniously  that  we  hope  to  extend  its 
progress. 

The  Union  of  Paris  has,  within  the  last  year,  been  able  to  realise  three 
important  points.  First,  the  establishment  of  weekly  lectures ;  secondly, 
the  installation  of  our  secretary  agent ;  thirdly^  the  foundation  of  the 
English  branch. 

The  lectures,  about  which  I  have  already  spoken,  presented  a  list  of 
subjects  something  like  this :  *'  Some  of  our  duties  on  commencing 
life;"  "The  massacres  of  Syria;"  "  James  Saurin ;"  "The  Resurrection 
of  Christ,  an  historical  fact;"  "Origen;"  "The  Eye;"  "The  diamond 
and  the  coal  pit ;  "  and  so  forth.  In  these  we  were  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  the  kind  assistance  of  some  very  distinguished  pastors  and 
professors. 

As  to  the  second  point,  of  our  secretary  agent,  we  cannot  speak  in  too 
high  terms  of  praise.  Rest  assured  we  shall  ever  be  deeply  grateful  to 
our  generous  English  brother  to  whom  we  owe  this  invaluable  assistance. 
Mr.  Cote,  residing  as  he  does  at  the  rooms  of  the  Union,  is  enabled  to 
devote  to  it  all  his  time ;  from  his  energy  and  zeal  we  hope  may  come 
great  good. 

It  is  now  about  six  months  since  our  English  branch  has  been  in  ope- 
ration unitedly  with  that  of  the  French,  and  previously  a  German  Union, 
on  the  same  basis,  had  been  established  in  Paris. 

In  concluding,  gentlemen,  this  somewhat  hasty  survey  of  our  condi- 
tion, I  must  tell  you  that  your  brethern  in  France  cannot  yet  hope  to  ex- 
tend their  society  over  the  whole  of  their  country.  Their  4esires  most 
be  more  modest  for  the  present 

To  sustain  and  strengthen  existing  Unions  must  now  be  directed  all 
our  efforts.  That  God  may  grant  us  this  result  we  have  need  of  all 
your  prayers.  We  know  we  have  all  your  sympathy,  and  we  are 
strengthined  and  encouraged  by  it  Believe  me  our  hearts  are  ever 
open  to  you.  There  are  in  France  one  thousand  young  men  who  claim 
your  fellowship  in  the  advancement  of  the  Christian  Unions. 
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Will  you  not  Bsk  the  Lord  that  he  may  employ  tbem  m  &  powerful 
iiwtrtiiniitit  for  the  awakening  of  the  joiing  men  who  are  arouad  about 
ih«mf 


THE  CHRISTIAN  UNIONS  IN   HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUNL 

We  find  in  tbe  *^  Souvenir  d^  la  Cinqui^nje  CotJf^SrellCG  Universella  dm 
Union  Gtiretiennea  de  Jeunes  Gens,"  whieh  wag  held  in  Paris  in  Septem- 
ber 1607,  the  subjomed  T'jporU  upon  the  Aasf^ciatious  in  Holland  and 
IStilptun.  The  facta  stat^l  are  deemed  of  suffitiient  interest  to  justify 
tb«ir  tranalation  and  insertion  here. 

HOLLAND. 

Tba  Holland  AlUanoe  of  Christian  Unions  is  governed  by  a  Central 
Committer,  which  acta  upon  the  admission  of  new  societies  and  ap- 
proteg  uf  tlie  basis  of  their  fonnatioru  The  different  s^rlions  meet 
linniiftllj  in  a  geEii:?ral  aswemhly  and  ftu^^lain  a  eominon  organ,  which  ap- 
peiirs  every  mouth.  The  nuniber  of  these  Unions  U  now"(lS67)  72,  an 
iutreasecf  8  in  the  past  year,  comprising  2,200  members.  The  only 
Sodcty  that  has  died  is  that  at  Ley<le. 

in  some  of  the  cities,  such  as  Amsterdam,  MiddleboUrg,  Almelo,  Ni- 
megn«^  d^c,  two  Societies  are  sustained,  one  composed  of  tlie  young 
ED<?n  of  the  working  cla^Bt^s,  and  the  other,  includinGf  thotsc  of  comparative 
wealth  and  social  pomtion.  In  AniBter(Jam  t!ie  firat  nam*^d  of  theae 
Unions,  hm  120  members,  the  other  84,  The  Centrnl  Committee  notice 
with  regret  these  disiiiictions  betwe*^ti  hrethrt-n,  and  hna  worked  hard  to 
tiff  ace  them*  At  Zaandam  these  i^iforts  have  already  »ucceeded,  but  iu 
the  larger  cities  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  accomplish  this  deairubtM 
TtmlU 

The  work  of  the  Unions  consists  of  Bible  cIass  oxorciseSt  often  con- 
ducted! by  one  of  the  pastors;  of  fraternal  dianiii^sions  upon  iliffHrent  sub- 
jects, ^dewed  from  a  Christian  stand-point;  si  nixing,  conferences,  ifeo, 
These  all  vary,  naturnJly,  aecording;  to  the  intellaetual  calibre  and  de- 
Telopment  of  the  m end j era,  but  in  everything  the  Word  of  God  occn* 
piei  the  first  place. 

A  majority  of  the  Unions  support  f^nnday  Schools  of  their  own,  some 
of  whii^h  hcive  from  300  to  400  scholars.  In  several  inFitnnces  members 
of  the  AfaociatioTJS  have  become  evan^fHists  or  missionaries  and  one  of 
tu«^c,  w,  converted  Israelite,  purposes  to  work  amontr  ihe  Jews, 

Uutaide  of  the  Allianoe*  rhere  are  found  in  Holland  abont  35  Unions, 
baring  l^MOO  members.  In  various  qiiarters  there  is  manifested  a  desire 
forth*;  organization  of  groups,  analogous  to  those  met  with  in  Germnny^ 
aud  alniady  Frise  and  Zel and e  have  adopted  this  plan*  Without  placing 
ilaiilf  in  direct  opposition  to  the  system,  aiui  indisposed  to  interfere 
with  tli<i  largest  liberty  of  each  Associjilion,  the  C^?ntral  GomTnitlee  has 
^<itfav(jri^J  this  grotiping  scheme,  fearing  that  the  existing  alliance  may 
b<?  com  promised  I  h  ere  tiy . 

For  sonTe  years  past  a  large  number  of  pastors  and  laymen,  who  for- 
"i^rly  showed  us  no  syoipathy^ — not  to  use  a  itronger  expression — have 
'^fgi'^tten  their  old  prejudices  and  are  now  lending  us  their  aid.  Our 
pfater  h  tliat  the  work  may  go  forward  and  largely  prosper  under  the 
"nilQofGodl 


LX 


I 


L 


BELGIUM. 
{Reported  by  M.  De  Faye). 

Our  report  must  necessarily  be  brief.  Our  Unions  are  not  numerous  ; 
they  are  counted  by  units ;  they  are  of  recent  date,  and  are  in  a  great 
measure  composed  of  young  men  rescued  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Compared  with  your  great  Associations,  brethren  of  England, 
America,  Germany  and  France,  surely  we  may  say  of  ourselves,  with  the 
man  of  God,  (Judges  vi :  15),  "O,  my  Lord,  wherewith  shall  I  save 
Israel  ?  Behold,  my  family  is  poor  in  Manasseh,  and  I  am  the  least  in 
my  father^s  house.'^  But  why  despair  if  God  be  with  us  f  Has  not  He 
said :  "  Despise  not  the  day  of  small  things.**  It  is  in  the  strength  of 
this  thought  that  we  have  wrought  thus  far  and  that  we  desire  to  work 
on  in  the  future. 

We  actually  number  1 1  Unions,  thus  distributed :  7  in  the  province  of 
Li^ge  (at  Liege,  Lize  Seraing,  Cheratte,  Grivegn^e,  Nessonvaux,  Spri- 
mont  et  Verviers),  2  in  Hainaut  (at  Wasmes  and  Charleroi),  and  2  in 
Brussels  (I  French  and  the  other  English). 

The  total  membership  on  the  9th  of  June  last  was  183,  of  whom  81  were 
active,  50  associate,  and  43  honorary  members.  Our  oldest  Association, 
properly  so  called,  that  of  Brussels  (French),  dates  from  1853.  It 
owes  its  formation,  as  our  French  brethren  will  rejoice  to  know,  to  the 
eSbrts  of  three  members  of  the  French  Unions,  Messrs.  Laget  of  Nimes, 
Gibert  and  Morin  of  Paris.  To  these  brethren  we  shall  always  make  our 
grateful  acknowledgments. 

Some  years  previously  to  1853,  several  young  merchants  of  Anvers 
\\'6re  in  the  habit  of  meeting  every  week  in  the  room  of  a  beloved  brother 
connected  with  the  Jerusalem  Mission.  Together  they  read  and  medi- 
tated upon  the  Word  of  God,  but  their  principal  object  was  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  seafaring  class,  and  they  sustained  a  colporteur  who 
aided  them  in  this  work 

Up  to  1857  no  other  Society  joined  that  of  Brussels,  but  since  that 
year  God  has  breathed  His  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  field,  and  on  the  13th 
of  June,  1859,  took  place  the  first  General  Conference,  to  which  came 
delegates  from  such  Associations  as  had  been  formed,  viz. :  Li6ge, 
Lize-Seraing,  Nessonvaux,  Jumet  and  Jaintignies.  The  two  last  named 
soon  disappeared  from  the  list,  but  the  foundation  principles  were  estab- 
lished, and  the  advantages  of  the  Christian  Unions  were  recognized  and 
appreciated. 

Since  then,  at  each  Pentecostal  Feast,  our  Unions  have  sent  their  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conferences  in  numbers  constantly  increasing. 
Thus,  this  year  at  Brussels,  we  have  enjoyed  a  reunion  of  70  young  men, 
of  whom  40  came  from  the  provinces — a  small  number  doubtless,  but  full 
of  encouragement  when  compared  with  the  meagre  assemblage  at  the 
beginning,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  young  men  com- 
posing our  Unions,  for  some  years,  were  snatched  from  the  darkness 
of  Romanism.  This  fact  also  accounts  for  the  continued  feebleness  of 
our  religious  development ;  these  new  converts  had  everything  to  learn. 
The  Bible,  to  them,  was  an  entirely  new  book,  and  among  us  but  few  have 
had  the  privilege  of  being  taught  to  read  in  childhood.  On  this  account, 
also,  we  attach  all  the  more  importance  to  our  Bible  class  meetings. 
The  method  pursued  in  these  gatherings,  almost  every  where,  is  to  appoint 


beforehand,  in  regular  turn,  som^  brother  to  mtroduce  the  Scriptural  suh* 
ject,  and  to  respond  aa  particularly  aa  practicable,  to  euch  questions  aa 
as  rnav  be  put  to  him- 

Some  of  our  Unions,  particularly  those  whose  members  have  been 
brought  out  of  the  Roman  Church,  such  as  Lize-Seraing,  Sprimont* 
Kes6onvauj[,  Charieroij  have  shown  great  activity  and  earnestness  in  the 
work  of  evangelization,  by  means  of  open-air  meetin|fs,  tract  distribution, 
Bible  readings  and  devotional  singing  of  the  highest  character  These 
ni<3^tinga  have  frequently  Iveen  blessed  as  a  means  of  bringing  to  the 
truth  carele«»  and  worldly  young  men  and  adults. 

Up  to  the  present  time  and  by  reason  of  the  difficulties  detailed  aboref 
the  Brussels  Unions  ( French  and  Hollander)  have  been  almost  the  only 
onea  which  have  sought  to  unite  the  intellectual  with  the  religious,  in 
developing  the  character  of  young  men,  by  means  of  meetings  {for  mem- 
bera  exclusively)  to  discuss  historical,  literary,  scientific  or  moral  sub- 
jects ;  also  by  means  of  public  conferences  of  pastors  and  laymen,  mis- 
sionary reunions,  classes  in  foreign  ]au|fuages,  &u-  Our  reading  rooms 
atid  libraries  are  scantily  furnished  either  with  books  or  periodicals  ;  not 
only  lieeause  our  resources  are  so  limited,  but,  unhappily,  because  the 
taate  for  profitable  reading  is  not  very  prevalent  or  wtill  develope*!  among  J 

our  youth. 

De-ar  Brethren,  we  follow  no  mere  illasion*  We  are  but  at  the  begin- 
ning of  our  work  Hence  we  say  to  you  in  conchidinj^  our  report 
— Support  us  in  our  feebleness,  aid  us  by  your  counsels  and  your 
prayers,  in  order  that,  '*  having  put  our  hands  to  the  plough,  we  look  not 
bacV^  but  that  we  may  grow  in  wisdom  and  in  Spiritual  stature  to  the 
elory  of  Him  who  is  pleased  to  perfe<;t  His  work  even  through  the  in- 
firmity of  hia  children. 
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Maine. FRANK  L.  DINGLEY Aulmm, 

New  Hampshire C.  M.  WYMAN KeenL*. 

Vennont O.  B.  DOUGLAS BrattlelKiro*- 

MuBsachusetts L.  P.  ROWLAND,  Jr Boston. 

(Vninecticut H.  P.  HOADLEY New  HaycD. 

Rhode  Island EDWIN  R.  HOLDEN Ptovidenw. 

New-York JOHN  I.  PLATT Poughki^pit?, 

New  Jersey W.  J.  CARLTON Ellzwb^h. 

Pennsylvania THOMAS  MARSHALL Phikdelphia. 

Delaware W.  F.  C.  MORCELL Smyrno. 

Maryland Rev.  ROBERT  H.  WILLLA.MS. . . . Frederick  City, 

Virginia W.  F.  C.   GREGORY PetemburKli. 

South  Carolina VIRGIL  C.  DIBBLE Ckarh^stoQ. 

Alabama SAMUEL  K.  COX Montp^^mpry* 

Oldo JOHN  H.  CHEEVER Cindunaa, 

Kentucky S.  L.  EWING Louisville. 

Tennessee M.  B.  PILCHER KaflhviUe. 

Indiana H.  H.  JUDSON Mishawaki. 

Illinois M.   M.  WOODS Pcona. 

Missouri W.  C.  REGAL St.  r^uiia. 

Michigan SILAS  FARMER Detroit. 

\Vi8con8in HENRY  J.  COLES Milwaukee, 

iowa GEORGE  R.  RANSOM DubiU]ue. 

Minnesota. J.  H.  RANDALL St.  Paul. 

California W.  M.  CUBERY San  Frandeoo. 

Wtist  Virginia JAMES  C.  HERVEY Wbe<^Img. 

Nebraska WILLIAM  R.  BENTLEY Omalia. 

1  hikota Rev.  E.  W.  COOK Yankton. 

New  Mexico WM.  H.  ROBERTS .Simta  Fe. 

Arizona Hon.  RICH'D  C.  McCORMICK Tucson, 

District  of  Columbia L.  E.  SLEIGH Wauluniilon. 

(  auada  East T.  JAMES  CLAXTON Moiitn.^!. 

i'anada  West WILLIAM  ANDERSON Toronto. 

New  Brunswick Rev  J.  G.  BAYLIS St.  John's. 

Nova  Scotia JAMES  FARQUHAR Halifax. 

Prince  Edward's  Island Hon.  CHAS.  YOUNG,  LL.  D Chariot tetoim. 

Jamaica GEORGE  HENDERSON Eingston, 

Victoria  Island JOHN  T.  PIDWELL Columbia, 

Cape  Breton Rev.  HUGH  ROSS Sidm>y. 

Newfoundland. Rev.  C.  PEDLEY St.  John's. 
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Norwalk,  ConiL ^..  |j  SH 

Albany,  N.Y gs  w 

Detroit,  Mich ,., , . . , 37  a& 

Schenectady.  N.  Y ,.._._.,  a  so 

HolliMton,  Masa. ..-.^.* 1  U(i 

Columbus. Ohio ,,,,   .„»„  a  50 

Springfield,  Vt. _ 1  su 

Iowa  City,  Iowa *  „  ^ ._,,.,», .  1  oq 

Eeene,  N .  H "  1  m) 

Newark,  N.  J. „  _ 5  uo 
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New-York  City ,..  25  00 
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Plantsville^onn 50 

Owego,  N.  Y !".'!!»  S  30 

St.  Johnsbnry,  Vt. ...,, ,[...,,  e  do 

Hudson,  N.  Y ..,.„. -  10  ttJ 

Springfield,  Maas * j  55 

Syraouae,  N.  Y ,,,,    ,  a  50 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. _„.,,, , ,,,,  500 
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Richmond,  Ind. .-..., .[  "  5  iKt 
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Washington,  D.  C anno 
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Hartford  Conn ..,.::;::;;  Im 

Cleveland,  O .,  to  vi 

Biddeford  Me. ..:.:z^:::::::  l  m 

Auburn.  Me g  t^ 
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AitmtisrdaEit,  N.  Y........../."."*"' """  350 
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T^i(ii;lik<>^pMip.  X-  T--  ... .-*  10  00 

J^^troT-^onviUe.  luii ,...„.,„..,.,  S  50 

IiiaUiiJifiolli,  lud .  9  UO 

W<^t<*rly,  E,  L ,*,,..„„,,.,...  5  W 

Xi'W  IkVH'ortlf   5i*«ft^..-..^^."*  ^*,--- ,*  50 

LiiwittiDti.    Me .H..^-.,r... 3  50 

Ollvut,  Mich ..  2  50 

Bftth,  M^  ,..,.-,,,,,. - .„  5  00 

TkMtmj,  '^Aaas.... ,..  50  00 

t  VifllillC. >,  ^ ,-.,,.,,,--  SO 

llt^xhiirv\  Mas3!_*,Hi,_,_„...,.^. .     S  00 

Rirlntuinil,  Idil ..     S  00 

St  lunula.   Mill  n , fl  50 

J^^rsfV  i  lt>',   X.J.  „,..._..,„.. 13  50 

T\\sTh.,jfj/  MAa» 5  00 

Midimtiiwn.  Mftfl#... S  50 

W»*hln(st(jii,  IK  C   .-,.-„-,....  li  50 

ColUntTffuoii^  Canfl^ft^- ., .^-,..    8  50 

Toroiitfi>  Cnii^flA.-^.r. . *.- ttS  CM> 

G»lt.  Ciumrhi... -..,,,*,,,,.. 4  W 

SjiluniK  Miv^ -.--^ ..- .     3  50 

Philiuiohihtu,  Pa...... .  ....- 50  00 

Oioftlia.  Xi'lj 7  50 

TTH^^ft,  X,  T. ..-- ."        M 

Kiri};.-<ttiit,  Cfitiiulii. 3  50 

Hnnfont  f 'ftnii .,.. tt  50 

L'li^rlnml.  t).   - 1^  30 

]\irtUrii|,  Oftfiif^'ii...- r.. ,..-...., »^.....     I  SO 

Birlili:fi>t(l,  Mp - 50 

.^nUuiii,  Me,. ....- '5  50 

Rraiiklvn,  X.T ,... 85  00 

J^tnUroVil  Cauudft. ,..    3  00 

llntJhtx,  N,  S 7  SO 


.1915  flO 


Ainriimt  t'nrrie'd  Forward. 


.$47^  m 


¥ 


l>y. 


THE  QTrAETEELY— Oontinned. 


O. 


AMOOnt  brought  Forward....... .|87&  60 


VotaL. 


1975  60 


Brought  forward.. w... $419  90 

AmsterdaiD,  N.  "T 5  OO 

Northaiuptao,  Masa. 5  00 

JklUhawaaka,  Ind. ^ 5  00 

FalrHaveD 50 

Springfield.  O » 

TrentOB.N.J 50 

^ew  Glasgow.  N.  S 1  50 

JJorth  Shore,  S.  I ^ 5  00 

Indianapolis.  Ind 2  59 

(Bethlehem,  Pa , 10  00 

^ewYorkClty 150  00 

Individ  oal  SabsoritMrs  and  itegfe  latem- 

hen 98  99 

Advertising 175  00 

Balance  against  Cocamittee 107  IS 

Total -— W^m 


Hr. 


FAOIFIO  BAILEOAD  HIB8I0N'. 


€t* 


C.  R.  Agnew |S20  00 

Thos.  Coohran,  Jr 35  00 

Old  Lady 50 

C.  E.  Whitehead 10  00 

T.  G.  SeUew.Jr 25  00 

A.  W  Colgate 25  00 

J.  Thome,  Jr 25  00 

Bowles  Colgate 50  00 

B.G.  Bnshnell 25  00 

W.H.Moore  25  00 

M.  K.  Jeenp 100  00 

John  Crerar ; TOO  00 

A.  P.  Stokes 100  00 

W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr 100  00 

W.E.Dodge too  00 

James  Stokes,  Jr. 50  00 

W.F.Lee 85  00 

C.  Brainerd 25  00 

W.  H.  Brown 25  00 

J.C.Brown 25  00 

Cnnton.Mass 10  00 

West  Winsted,  Conii 24  06 

Brunswick,  Maine 14  00 

Waterville,      " 10  00 

HoUiston,  Mass 16  50 


Total. 


R.'  Weidensall,paid  Salaijand  Tranl- 

iagExpensesL |€5tSS 


Bahnce  in  laror  of  Cemmlteoe. *.  -  S96  St 
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A8800IATI0H8  WHIOH  DID  VOT  FOBKALLT  SEFOEI  AT  FOBTLAXO. 


Maine. 

Chicopee, 

CentTfTi-ille. 

Andover, 

Charlestown, 

New|M[jrt, 

Augusta, 

Cambridge, 

Warrt+n, 

Brunswick, 

Deerfield, 

Wakofitia. 

Dexter, 

East  Wayman, 

Woonsocket, 

Dover, 

East  Abington, 

Fryesburg, 

East  Hampton, 

CONKEC-riCLiT. 

Gsjdiner, 

East  Somerville, 

DanUury, 

Leeds, 

Framingham, 

Ketitiin^oc, 

Oxford, 

Foxboro, 

MidriJfttiwn, 

Skowhegan, 

Greenfield, 

North  Ikixikfield, 

Wiscaaset, 

Gloucester, 

Nor^vnlk, 

Winthiop, 
Waltemlle. 

Gardiner, 

New  I'll n nail, 

Heath, 

North  Stnmjigtoo, 

Marlboro, 

Stonington, 

Kew  Hampshire. 

Maiden, 

Sevmouf, 

Canterbury, 

Medford, 

Unlonville, 

Leicester, 

Monson, 

Woleiittville, 

Littleton, 

Medway, 

Windsor  I^icks, 

Meriden, 

Newbury  port, 
Newton  Comer, 

Wt-ST  tiof^hrti, 

Newmarket, 

Wfst  MrrifleOi 

S.  FaUs. 

New  Ipswich, 
North  Adams, 
North  Bridgewater, 

WallJDgJbrd. 

Vermont. 

NewTohk. 

Bakersfield, 

North  Wrentham, 

Bath, 

Bennington, 

Oakham, 

BrtiW»ter'»  Station, 

Bristol, 

Pittsfield, 

Colioes, 

Benson, 

Rockport, 

Delhi. 

Bridgeport, 

South  Framingham, 

Dunkirk, 

Castleton, 

South  Reading, 

Fredimin, 

Essex  Centre, 

Sunderland, 

Glov»*r«villck, 

E.  Barnard  &  Pomfiret, 

Shelburne  Falls, 

Homo  Is  vi  lie, 

Felcbville, 

South  Weymouth, 

Ho^airk  Falls, 

Johnstown, 

South  Boston, 

1th  icn. 

Middlebury, 
Perkinsville, 

South  Danvers, 

JaicH-etowD, 

South  Deei-field, 

Loc'kmrt, 

PainsviUe, 

Somerville, 

Mi^hllttfiwn. 

Randolph, 

Saxonville, 

North  Hhore,  B.L, 

Royal  ton. 

Townsend  Centre, 

New  llcN^belle, 

Rochester, 

West  Amesbury, 

Painjvnft, 

St.  Albanft, 

Williamstown, 

Phrlj;^, 

South  Royalton, 

WilUams  CoUege, 

Pern, 

Salisbury, 

Westboro, 

Rornt', 

Stowe, 

WhitensvUle, 

Reil  Win^. 

(West)  Rutland, 

Waltham, 
Warren, 

Saiidv  HiJJ, 
Wulhm, 

Windsor. 

Westville, 

WlNHlKpirt-^ 

Weymouth, 

Williamsburg. 

tfA88ACHUBETT8. 

Winchester, 

Attleboro, 

Wobum, 

New  Jers^ey. 

Amherst, 

Yarmouth, 

BurIm^on» 

Amherst  College, 

Yarmouth  Port. 

Ber^tfu, 

Aahland, 

HoUjkvn, 

Brookfield, 

Rhode  Island. 

Lanibrm^ille, 

Bane, 

Compton, 

Montclflir, 

I 


ERRA-Tj^. 


On  page  XIII,  at  paragraph  13,  read  "  three  thouBaiid  four  hundred  and  fiftr  '* 
for  two  thousand  and  sixty-three. 

On  page  XVII,  in  section  IX,  read  "three  hundred  and  tw&nty-five  *'  for  tbf«6 
hundred  and  forty-seven. 


L^ 


XmUUIUUIo,  . 
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UULAKS,  ic,  CONVENING  THE  CONVENTION. 


JbcBCOTfYB  COMMTTTEe;  of    the  YoDWG  MeK*8  CtlElSiTTAIT  ) 

AaaociATiONS  of  the  UwrTED   States   and  BitiTiaii  f 

pKO%^tKCEs,  Con.  33i>  Strket  and  FouRTn  Avenue,        f 

New^York,  25Ttt  April.  1870.  ) 

'mmg  Men's  Christian  Afsoeiaiion  of 

[TRiiH^, — The  Coinmittee  anaoanct.^s  that  afti^r  correspondence  with  th© 
tativeB  of  thii  Aesociation  at  Indianapoliis,  Wedjijebdat,  the  Twenty- 
aj  of  Jmae  next,  has  been  fixcsi  lijmu  for  the  meeting:  in  tLnt  Citf,  of 
tnth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Yoimg  Men's  Chrit*tian  AssoL'iatiotjg  of 
ed  States  and  Britisk  Provincefl,  The  meeting  for  organization  will  be 
'en  o'clock,  A,  M.,  of  that  day. 

inlar  will  be  issued,  at  the  earliest  daj  practicable^  by  the  lumper  Com- 
'  the  ludmnapoUs  Aijaociaiicm,  ^vm\^  the  details  of  all  armngementa 
to  Railmad  rtnites,  Re<luctionaof  Fare,  Entertainment  of  Delegates,  and 
It  will  be  the  aim  of  both  Committees  to  nmk©  thiB  circular  so  complete 
der  nnneeeaeary  any  letters  of  in q airy  in  regard  to  these  details, 
epreflenfcation,  as  fixed  by  previons  Conventions,  is  computftl  upon  all 
e  members  of  the  Associations,  and  three  delegates  are  allowed  to  aU 
of  one  hundred  members  or  less,  and  one  additional  delegat«  for  each 
d  one  hundred  members  or  fraction  of  fifty  or  mtire  ■  but  no  Aasocia- 
hare  more  th«ti  fifteen  delegates.  Only  male  delegatt«i  are  atlniitted. 
:ifttions  organised  after  the  sixteeuth  dny  of  July,  18G0,  will  be  allowed 
tation,  unless  the  test  of  active  membership,  adopted  at  the  Portland 
on,  viz^,  merahership  of  an  Evangelical  Church,  be  incor|M>mted  in  its 
tion. 

Executive  Committer  will  submit  to  the  Convention  the  follouing 
in  regard  to  which  they  ask  the  Associations  to  advise  with  tiieir  deJe- 
Fore  their  departure  for  the  Convention,  and  bb  to  which  they  will  be 
1  to  make  subscnptions,  vlx  : 

— The  work  of  Mr.  Bobert  WeldensaJl,  as  the  Western  Agent  of  the 
onfi*  * 

l^The  work  of  Messrs.  William  ¥.  Lee  (of  this  Comniittoe,)  and 
L.  Hallr  in  their  fraternal  nsit  to  the  bristhren  of  the  Associations  at  the 


E.— All  matters  connected  with  the  Assnciation  Jlonthly. 

k. — Tlie  needs  of  the  Asftodations  in  reBpt'Ct  of  a  permanent  Secretary 

ammittee. 

pftland  the  Hubscrijitions  amounted  to  some  seven  thonsand  dollars. 

jnittee  is  persnaded  the  work  cannot  be  prosecuted  for  another  year 

088  snm,  and  they  are  rejoiced  to  say  that  the  exhibit  which  will  be 

Indianapolis  in  regard  to  the  esponditore  of  tlie  money  with  whicli 

3  entrusted,  as  well  as  ctmcerning  substantial  and  practical  results,  will 

;ify  the  action  adoptt^  at  Portland, 

ecture  Bureau  will  also  present  its  ri'port,  and  ask  action  by  the  Con- 
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The  Committee  siiggestB  the  following  questions  and  topics  as  desirable  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Convention  for  discussion : 

1.  What  branch  of  Association  work  has  afforded  most  encouragement  during 
the  past  year  ? 

2.  The  difficulties  and  hindrances  encountered  during  the  year. 

8.  How  shall  we  best  impress  upon  our  members,  and  upon  the  community, 
ji  conviction  of  the  permanency  of  these  societies  ? 

4.  The  pledge  of  each  person,  upon  joining  an  Association,  to  direct  personal 
effort  for  the  salvation  of  young  men. 

5.  The  duty  of  the  office-bearers  and  leaders  in  the  Associations  in  regard  to 
the  purely  religious  work,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  can  be  best  performed. 

6.  The  importance  of  embracing  German  young  men  in  our  efforts  for  the 
increase  of*  Associations,  the  character  and  success  of  such  as  have  been  hereto- 
fore made,  and  the  best  plans  for  the  further  prosecution  of  this  work. 

7.  The  Associations  of  America,  not  simply  isolated  organizations  eng^aged 
in  a  local  work,  but  charged  also  with  the  duty  of  a  large  and  important 
service,  in  the  Saviour's  name,  for  each  other,  and  for  the  young  men  of  the 
whole  continent. 

8.  How  can  the  work  of  Associations  be  most  successfully  carried  on  in  the 
smaller  towns  ? 

The  attention  of  the  officers  of  each  Association  is  i>articularly  requested  to 
the  report  for  the  Convention,  a  blank  form  for  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 
This  should  be  returned,  properly  filled  up,  as  early  as  June  first.  Every  Asso- 
ciation should  make  some  report  before  that  day.  It  has  heretofore  been  insisted 
by  some  opposed  to  our  Societies  that  they  exist  only  upon  paper,  inasmuch  as 
so  many  fail  to  report  to  the  Annual  Conventions.  It  is  hoped  that  the  brethren 
will  see  to  it  that  the  ground  for  this  objection  is  removed.  • 

The  brethren  at  Indianapolis  are  doing  all  in  their  x)ower  to  promote  the 
success  of  the  Convention.  Their  welcome  to  the  delegates  will  be  hearty,  for 
the  Saviour's  sake,  and  much  good  is  anticipated  by  them  from  the  gathering, 
for  their  own  Association,  for  their  citizens,  and  for  the  Associations  of  the  State. 

All  the  surroundings  of  the  Associations  as  regards  both  their  local  and  their 
general  service,  conspire  to  demand  that  the  Indianapolis  Convention  surpass 
all  its  predecessors— excellent  as  they  have  been—in  the  number  of  societies 
represented,  in  the  character,  power  and  conduct  of  the  delegates,  and  in  the 
prudence,  dignity,  and  above  all,  in  the  spirituality  of  the  proceedings.  As 
touching  all  these  things  the  responsibility  is  primarily  with  thi  Associations, 
and  they  should  see  to  it  that  their  representatives  be  such  as  will  render  the 
best  possible  service  in  the  cause  whose  interests  call  us  together. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 
WILLIAM  F.  LEE, 
JAMES  STOKES,  Jb., 
TIMOTHY  G.  SELLEW,  Jb., 
ROBERT  R.  McBURNEY, 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINGS, 
BENJAMIN  C.  WETMORE, 
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Rooms  YouKa  Men's  Chuibtujs  AisoctATioN,  ) 

CORNEU   PEJTKSrLVAKlA   AND  MARKET  STaEETft,       [ 

bfDiAKAPOLia,  May  17t3I,  1870.) 
r^  of  the  r.  M.  U.  A., 

niEB,— The  Ejcectitiv©  Conimittw  have  already  informed  vou  of 
f  tb^ij  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention,  We  ainc^^rely  hope  that  yovir 
ill  be  fully  reprefl<>uted  at  the  Convention,  to  be  held  in  our  city 
irth  week  In  June.  Wo  shftll  take  f/leasure  in  pptjvidlnj^  enter- 
al I  who  comeae  delegatee,  and  aaeure  sudi  of  &  sincere  welcome 
md  homee. 

ittee  on  Entertain ment  have  tccured  a  room  at  the  Union  Railway 
tipju  Airivah  all  Delegatcjs  ara  dt^tred  to  present  theinielve*,  and 
provideii  for  them  without  delay,  and  l>efore  they  leave  the  I>«ffjot* 
refer  to  jjo  to  a  hotel  j  we  wrnuld  fit-ate,  that  arraug^ements  hare^ 
til  thti  Prnprietora  of  the  Bates  House.  (wliSch  has  been  n^fiited 
ed  emtire),  by  which  thdr  terms  for  Delegates  will  be  t^.dO  per 

IB  of  tlie  Convent  ion  will  he  held  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  corner 
linoio  Stry^lB.  The  Beception  &?ixial  on  the  evening  of  Wednefl- 
,  and  the  Farewell  Meeting  on  Sabbath  evening',  June  26ih. 
reepectfully  request  that  no  hadge^  of  dUiijictimi  ho  worn  l)y  Dele- 
at  the  Academy  upon  the  evening  of  the  reception.  MemhcMrs  of 
m  will  wear  a  white  ribbon  at  the  depot,  so  as  to  be  easily  recog* 
^tes,  but  any  further  use  of  it  is  not  dimmed  advisable.  i 

ren,  wo  ^jray  you  not  only  to  he  fully  represenleil  at  the  Conven- 
\  with  your  hearts  full  of  Iov*3  fii'i"  the  work — the  g'lorious  work  cf 
asociatlons.  Pray  eamcHtly  for  the  hleeslng  and  jjui  dance  of  th® 
ithout  whose  blessing  all  our  delibetationa  and  work  will  be  in 
ully  resolved  to  do  all  the  gooA  you  can,  and  to  gd  all  tho  ^ood 

and  tb<)  following  statement  of  arrangementB  with  milroad^  to 
ttention  and  study. 

Tours  in  Chriitian  Bonds, 


JOFIN   DfXON 

John  B.  Bhaxbt, 
B.  F.  Wm\ 


■} 


Cora  m Utce  of  A rra ngmfhenta. 


nd  ComiDitteo  regret  they  cannot  present  more  convenient  plana 
fttid  friends  on  their  way  to  oar  "  Railroad  City/'  but  are  mm- 
B  the  dictates  and  deciHiious  made  by  the  various  lines  of  trajiAtl 
ring  traveling  arrangements  liave  be<in  made,  and  we  ask  that 
ntion  be  given  to  each  specification,  to  avoid  trouble  to  delegatesi 
.Is  and  ouraelvea, 

ludtsr  head  "  A  "  will  transport  delegates  to  the  Convention  at  full 
r  line  going,  and  return  them  free.  If  they  show  the  **  Transport*^ 
e  "  of  T,  H  Ji.  Enoa,  Secretary. 

a  in  schedule  "  B"  will  isjiue  excursion,  or  round  trip  tick  fits  over 
ielegatea  presenting  *'  Orders  for  Eseurmon  Tickets/'  said  orders 
d  them  by  thia  Associatioii  before  they  leave  home* 
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-A. 

Alexandria,  Loudon  and  Hampshire;  Baltimore  and  Ohio  (to  Columbnj 
Ohio) ;  Chicago,  Danville  and  Vincennes ;  Columbus  and  Hocking  Valley ;  Cin 
cinnati  and  Indianapolis  Junction ;  Cleveland,  Zanesville  and  Cincinnati ;  Cam- 
den and  Atlantic ;  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis  ;  Charlotte, 
Columbia  and  Augusta ;  DesMoines  Valley  ;  European  and  North  American  oi 
Maine  ;  European  and  North  American  of  Canada ;  Erie  and  Pittsburg ;  Evans- 
ville,  Henderson  and  Nashville ;  Florida ;  Florida  C^jntral  and  Tallahassee ; 
Indianapolis  and  Vincennes;  Lake  Erie  and  Louisville;  Louisville,  Cincinnati 
and  Lexington ;  Mississippi  Central ;  Memphis  and  Charleston  ;  Missisuppi  and 
Tennessee  ;  North  Missouri  ;  New- York,  Providence  and  Boston  ;  North  Eastern 
(South  Carolina) ;  New- York  and  Oswego  Midland  ;  Pacific  (of  Missouri) ;  Rock- 
ford,  Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis ;  Richmond,  Danville  and  Piedmont  (Virginia)  ; 
St  Joseph  and  Council  Bluflfe ;  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  ;  Sioux  City  and  Pacific ; 
South  Side  of  Long  Island  ;  Terre  Haute  and  Indianapolis  ;  Toledo,  Peoria  and 
Warsaw ;  West  Jersey. 

B 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific ;  Catawissa  ;  Central  Branch  Union  Pacific ; 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  W^estern ;  Dayton  and  Union ;  Grand  Trunk  (of 
Canada) ;  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph ;  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  and  Lafayette ; 
Lehigh  Valley ;  North  Central  (Baltimore)  for  local  travel ;  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Wayne  and  Chicago  ;  "  Pan  Handle  Route,"  (P.  G.  and  St.  L.  Railway  ;  Phila- 
delphia and  Erie ;  Pennsylvania  Railroad  (for  local  passengers) ;  Reading 
(Pennsylvania) ;  St.  Lawrence  and  Ottawa  (of  Canada) ;  St.  Louis  and  Iron 
Mountain ;  Winona  and  St.  Peter. 

THROTJGJ-H. 

Round  trip  tickets  (via  Pennsylvania  Road)  will  be  sold  at  New- York  for 
$34  ;  at  Philadelphia,  for  $30.40  ;  at  Baltimore,  for  $38.70;  and  at  Harrisburg, 
for  $26.15,  to  Indianai)olis  and  return,  any  day,  from  June  18th  to  22<i,  and 
good  to  return  until  July  2d,  1870. 

1.  Boston  and  Providence  will  sell  50  or  more  round  trip  tickets  to  one  person 
for  $7  each,  by  Stonington  Line  (boat),  or  $8.50  each  via  Shore  Line  (all  rail), 
from  Boston  to  New-York  and  return. 

2.  Chicago  and  Northwestern  will  return  delegates  at  one-fifth  the  regular 
fare,  if  they  present  the  certificate  of  T.  H.  K.  Enos,  at  the  Office  of  the  Company, 

!  corner  of  Lake  and  Clark  Streets,  Chicago. 

'  3.  Chicago,  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  will  give  to  delegates  who  show  their 

credentials,  a  return  ticket  free,  to  be  good  only  when  endorsed  by  T.  H.  K. 

Enos.    Be  sure  to  ask  for  it  of  the  officers  of  the  road,  or  the  agent  you  buy 

your  ticket  from. 

4-  Great  Western  (of  Canada).    Full  fare  going,  and  retdm  for  one-fourth 

the  usual  rate,  on  presentation  of  the  certificate  of  T.  H.  K.  Enos. 

5.  Kentucky  Central,  will  sell  round  trip  tickets  from  Nicholasville,  Lexing- 
ton, Paris  and*  Cynthiana,  to  Covington  only,  at  one  £Etre,  to  those  who  show 
credentials. 

6.  Louisville  and  Nashville,  and  Memphis  and  Louisville,  will  famish  a  free 
return  ticket  to  all  delegates  purchasing  tickets  from  Memphis,  Humboldt, 


J^ 
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!  and  Bowlings  Qre&a,  to  tndjaa&polis— gfood  oal  j  when  endowed  bj 

Ed  Of. 

Lisville  &nd  LndianapoliB  (J.^  M.  and  L)  eame  as  No.  3. 

lisFille,  New  Albaoj  a»d  Cliicago,  will  fl*?ll  eiciiraioti  ticketB,  at  any 

t  full  fare ;  the  purcliaaer  to  retiun  the  siime,  wliich  will  rcHurn  liim 


iigli  Coal  and  Navi^tion  Co. — Orders  for  excursion  tieketa  will  i)e 

tliose  wlio  are  (?ntiile<l  to  tlit^m.  bj  J.  A.  Dinkey,  Eaq,|  G.  F.  and  T.  A., 

hank,  Pennsjlvajila,  upon  application  to  him. 

augmtuck. — Upon  application   to  G.  VV.  Bench,  Esq.,  Superintendent, 

Tia  oTer  this  roa<i  will  be  granted  to  Delegates, 

^hville  and  Decatur,  same  as  No.  3, 

>rtb  Pennflylvama  will  lasiio  excursion  iicketa  at  tivo-tliirds  the  regulftr 

ci  tUeJr  principal  stations  to  Pbiladelphla  and  return,  upon  proper 

being^  presented. 

d  Colony  ajid  Newport  will  sell  tickets  from  Boston  to  New- York  and 

r  ^%  to  those  prest^nting  orders  for  same  from  T.  'tl.  K,  Enog,  ^rood 

1  to  2l3t  June  inclusive?  going,  and  S^th  to  30th  inclusive  retnrnmg. 

alngton  Steam ht>at  Line  will  sell  round  trip  tickets  from  Bfjstou  to 

k  at  I?  each,  to  parties  of  fifty  or  mora  ;  (regular  fare  |5  each  way*) 

,  Lnuifi,  Vaof^alia  and  IVrre  Haittc  will  ijisue  round  trip  ticketiJi  at  full 

I  St.  Louia  to  Indianapolis  and  rttturn,  and  other  points  that  may  be 

ilmington&nd  Manche^er  (North  Carolina),  will  endorse  on  the  ticket 
rcho*.d,  •'  Delegate  and  return/*  which,  with  certificate  of  T.  H.  E. 

II  return  the  bolder  free. 

estem  and  Atluutic-^Same  as  No,  3, 

II  be  seen  J  it  ia  neceasary  that  Delegatt*  bo  provided  ^vitb  credentials, 

to  profit  by  the  arrangements  for  retlucf^l  fares ;  therefore,  the  i'om- 

.mestly  request  your  Association  to  BOlect  Delegate^  immediately  upon 

f)t  of  thia  circular,  and  without  delay  send  tij  T,  II.  l\.  Euoa  tho  omne 

Delegate  io  electtxl,  and  the  route  by  which  be  will  reach  Indianapiilis, 

lime  of  the  ftation  from  which  hti  will  atart.     We  will  thin  send  to 

3gate  the  required  **  order  for  excursion  tickets  " 

SLEGATEs. — AlwavSj  vvheu  purchasing  ticki'ts,  tell  the  Agent  you  are 

a  on  your  way  to  the  Convention^  and  show  him  your  jmpena,  so  aa  to 

matters  and  avoid  ertore. 

fon©  but  fully  accredited  Delegates,  and  specially  invited  gtiestat  can 
id  the  benefit  of  the  above  mentioned  arrangements* 
re  anxious  that  all  Delegates  be  present  at  tho  organi^tatSou  nf  tlie 
i>n  and  reception  social,  and  to  tlus  end  atlvise  brethren  from  New 
to  make  it  a  point  to  be  in  New-York  City  in  time  to  take  the  Monday 
train  for  thia  place,  thus  reacliiiig  here  by  Weduesday,  June  %2d,  in 
3pening  Exerdaee. 

Truly  yoara,  in  brotherly  love  aud  with  sinceKty, 

T*  A.  MORRIS,   I    a&mmiim  ati 
T,  H.  K.  ENOS,  S  Tmnnporiation, 


T 
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EXECUTIVB  COMMITTEB  OP  THE  YOUNG  Men'B  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS  J 

OP  THE  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  > 

I  28d  St.,  cor.  op  Ath  Ave.,  New- York  City.    ) 

f 

To  the  Young  Men^s  Christian  Association  of 

.  Brethren, — Allow  us  again  to  request  that  the  proper  Officer  of  jour  Society 
fill  up  an(J  return,  at  once,  the  blank  report  forwarded  to  you  some  time  since. 
All  are  anxious  to  have  the  Associations  make  the  best  possible  showing  at  Indi- 
anapolis ;  and  nothing  will  contribute  more  to  this  result  than  the  receipt  of  ail 
the  reix)rts  before  the  meeting  of  the  Convention.  We  beg  you  not  to  neglect 
this  matter,  for  the  service  you  can  render,  by  reporting  promptly,  is  very  great 

Please  forward,  by  the  Chairman  of  your  Delegation,  the  enclosed  blank, 
filled  up  with  the  names  of  your  Delegates,  distinctly  written  ;  instruct  him  to 
write  after  the  name  of  each,  the  fact  of  attendance  or  absence,  and  to  hand  the 
same  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  as  soon  as  called  for. 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee,.  I  am  sincerely  yours, 

.      CEPHAS  BRAINERD,  Chairman, 
31  «f  May,  '70. 


The  following  persons  are  accredited  as  Delegates  to  the  Indianapolis  Con- 
vention from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of 
State  of 


Recording  Secretary. 


New-York,  June  6t?i,  1870. 
Dear  Sir, — Tic'kets  will  be  issued  to  Delegates  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention 
over  the  Erie  Railroad,  at  the  following  rates : 

From  Boston  to  Indianapolis  and  return,      -       -        $32.00 
From  New  York  "  "         "'  -       -  26.00 

These  tickets  will  be  ready  on  the  fifteenth  inst. — Will  be  good  going  West- 
ward until  the  24th  inst.,  returning  Eastward  until  July  10th,  inclusive.  They 
can  be  purchased  at  124  Washington  Street,  Boston ;  and  cor.  Broadway  and 
23d  Street,  New- York.  Will  be  issued  to  members  and  their  friends,  but  will 
not  be  transferable. 

Each  Delegate  should  be  famished  with  one  of  the  enclosed  blanks,  filled  up 
in  due  form,  to  be  shown  to  the  Ticket  Agent. 

C^"It  is  also  retiuired  that  the  Secretary  op  Each  Association  send 
three  copies  of  his  signature  to  Mr.  John  N.  Abbott,  Passenger  Agent  of  the 
Erie  Railway  Co.,  cor.  28d  St.  and  8th  Avenue,  New  York. 

It  is  essential  that  the  Secretary  or  President  of  each  Association  attend 
promptly  to  this  matter,  and  thus  avoid  mistakes  or  confusion. 

We  trust  this  arrangement  will  prove  a  pleasant  one  for  our  Delegates,  and 
increase  the  attendance  at  the  Convention. 
Yours,  &c.,     * 

EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS,  Sec.  Executive  Com. 
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RULES  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

l«r  of  fiAdb  dajr'i  prac«e>diaga  »lmll  be  u  followi : 

:  ExrriiW>4— Beading  ot  MLnuLea— CaUi  for  It«»nliittoaAr  MemorjUlA  mid  Pro- 
din^  of  Ci}[ui]iunlcA.ttoQe»— Keporti  of  Standing  Commltteo^^R^'pt^rta  f>t 
ttfl«a— TJuflaiibed  BuaineiBl. 

bitfiily  aft«r  the  organlxatioii  Li  oamptnted.  tlie  Pnttdent  ilmll  appoint  Itia  foU 

ig  Oonimlttt!«»,  each  to  couilat  of  ifjvtsn  ntifnibcrs : 

t«fi  on  AMK»Giat1on»>  to  which  ^hnll  h&  ruf^rted  all  nuttera  to^cbiag  Uie  A^ao- 

Lr  tndividnal  and  iiiilt«d  action. 

I  Committfifl.  to  wliom  »balJ  be  refiitTud  j*U  bn^iaeiM  of  a  geuetid  natnre. 

tee  on  the  Report  of  tbe  Eiotntlre  Committee* 

lee  on  PnbBe  and  DcrotioniLi  Heeiluj^. 

mveotlon  m»y  refot  any  bnsio^a*  to  a  Speoloi  Commltteo,  or  tc  th«  Committee 

it  lift  pt«)juiure. 

iTofDmUtee  of  threa  ■hall  be  appointed  bj  tha  Pmnldeat  at  the  open  In  jr  uabIou. 

aoiivtioDJi,  imemoTialu  and  propoAittonB  shall  Im  handed,  on  or  befort^  tho  a««ODd 

don  of  the  ConTentiou,  each  paper  to  contain  the  name  of  tbi'  pnipoMt  and 

le  ^loBuciiitlon  he  repreoeuti.    Theae  reAolaUoni  to  be  at  once  refermd  to  tbe 

thout  TeadiDg. 

the  appelatoient  of  the  Cemmittecii,  memorial*,  rdiolntloat  and  prepoaltJolu 
red  hy  the  Prenident,  without  action  or  dulmte,  to  a  Stamlinjif  Commlltee, 
rentioD  ahaU  refer  the  ivome  to  a  Seloct  Comiulttce^  or  to  the  Committee  of 
id  thie  rule  of  reference  ihEOl  apply  to  all  UmliieB*  bpongbt  before  the  Con- 
t  ettch  aa  ie  incidental  in  ita  elinracter, 

nv-ention,  at  any  time,  may  retoWo  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  mnd 
l^euf^ral  form,  any  proposition  or  matter  ap[»ertalulii£;  to  tbfj  AaiwciKtlotia, 

0  develop  the  experienOf"  of  the  AAAoai&tiooe  and  the  opioiun^  of  Delegate* 
«te  Qtider  con^dderation  ;  and  at  the  idoaa  of  Ifji  dlMroAsionM  thereon,  the  Com- 
poti^  itA  conddJ^iotiii  to  the  Convetitiou  for  lUi  action ;  thu  report  to  be  pre- 
mlttcd  for  ench  referenoe  t^  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  thu  StJtuding 
wboee  jnriwliotioti  the  mistier  under  diecimtilou  relatoft,  onleBkii  the  Uommittee 
tbail  appiiiat  a  Special  Committee  to  prepare  and  aabmit  the  reports 

rtuuittee  ahall  alt  while  the  Conyeution  i«  in  eeaalon.  without  ipoclal  per 

mialtteea  aholl  be  appointed  hy  the  Chair,  unle^i  ether wi^e  ordered  ^  nod  shall 

1  referred!  to  them,  nnlesi  otherwise  instructed,  prcvioiifl  to  the  loet  hu^lneM 
ConventloiiHi 

torts  of  Cemmitteea  ihall  be  numbered  and  plaood  upon  a  dooket  and  bronj^bt 
iider  in  CoiiTentlcifi,  except  such  aji  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 


mber  Ahalt  apeak  more  than  once  on  nnj  question,  until  otheri  who  winh  have 
ore  than  ten  minotea^  wiihoot  unanimous  eonaeut ;  am^hEa  rule  ahall  proToil 
of  the  Whole. 

tioii^  Hhikll  b«  redoeed  to  writinf;,  before  they  ore  pnl  ki  rote. 

tte,  is'hf^n  desired  by  five  mcmbi^ra  of  different  AsBoelation!)^  on  any  propoeition, 
r  by  y^m  Jiud  nayn,  aud  recorded .  lu  ^uch  caoss,  each  AiMiocliitioii  eholl  be 
J  TOte,  which  iholl  be  oodt  by  a  minority  of  Ha  Delegates  preeo^ut. 

ig  any  qupAtioa,  it  shall  alw^y*  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  delta  to  cloae, 
I  elialJ  he  put  without  dlscnssion  in  tblt  form  i  "  Shall  the  quea^tion  be  now 


invention  may  at  any  time  otuipeod  tbe  rolea  for  a  speolfled  ol^ect,  by  a  vote 
(jf  the  metaher*  pteeent- 

embetfl  of  the  Exeontive  Committee,  the  CorrMpoodlog  Members  thereof^  and 
c(f  tbr  Lecture  Bureau  shal]  bo  entitled  i^  eiNits  In  the  Ceaveutioti  oe  Dele 


LIST  OF  GENERAL  CONVENTIONS. 


PLACE.  DATE.  PRESIDENT. 

Buffalo 7 ih  June,  1854: GEO.  W.  HELME. 

Cincinnati IM  >S^^.,  1855 WM.  C.  LANGDON. 

Montreal im  June,  1856 WILLIAM  H.  NEFF. 

EiCHMOND 2UtMay,  1857 N.  A.  HALBERT. 

Charleston 17th  April,  1858 FEED.  A.  SHELDON. 

Troy UthJuly,  1859..... GEORGE  EL  STUAET. 

New  Orleans.  . .  11^  April,  1860 WM.  P.  MUNFOED. 

New- York Uth  Nov,,  1861 GEOEGE  H.  STUAET. 

Chicago 4:th  June,  1863 GEOEGE  H.  STUAET. 

Boston. 1st  June,  1864:. JOSEPH  A.  POND. 

Philadelphia...  17^ e7wn6,  1865 CEPHAS  BEAUSTEED. 

Albany 2d  June,  1866 H.  THANE  MILLER 

Montreal 19^  June,  1867 H.  THANE  MILLER 

Detroit 24:th  June,  1868 H.  THANE  MILLER 

Portland... UthJuly,  1869 WM.  E.  DODGE,  Jr 

Indianapolis 22d  June,  1870 JOHN  S.  MACLEAN. 


accedings  of  \U  €mvxnim. 


Indiakapqlis,  Ju7je  22,  1870. 

gates  U)  the  Fifteenth  Aiumal  Cijnvention  of  the  Yoinig 
stian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
vinees  convened  in  this  city  to-day»  at  the  call  of  the 
Dommittea 

meeting  was  held  in  the  Academy  of  Mumc,  and  was 
Jer  at  ten  o'clock  A*  ILj  in  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
last  Convention,  (Wdl  E.  Dixlge,  Jr,)  by  Mr.  JoBy 
^j  of  Hah  fax.  Nova  Scntia,  the  first  Vice-President 
',  H.  IL  Edson,  of  Indianapolis,  oflered  xip  the  in- 
*ayer,  after  which  Mr.  11  Beach,  Jn,  of  Pawtucket, 
ilected  Teniportiry  Secretary. 

gates  tJien  joinexlin  singing  four  stanzas  of  the  hyinn 
g  **  We  meet  again  in  gladness/'  at  the  conclusion  of 
Sev.  Dn  Holliday  read  a  portion  of  the  15th  chapter 
id  the  Rev.  &  B.  Barnitz  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  led  in 


irman  then  re^iu  the  following  letter : 

Young  Men's  Chiustias  Associatton) 

OF  THE  Cnt  iu-^  Kkw-York,  J^ 

Ni-iw-YoRK,  Jita^  IS.  1870.) 

■^^riit  that  til e  reemlts  of  a  painful  ra)lFOfld  acddonL  will  deiirivc 

'at  pln^snre  nf  bt*Ln^  prii^iMi!  at  InV|i!Mi>i|Mdif?, 

c^mfidenc^  plac*^  m  my  at  Pimluiiit,  wnaM  huvr  nm<Ii*  it  my  tUity 

wJrarj  cniaintian  of  the*  t'onventiun  during-  its  or^amxatitm.     Ah 

iident  of  the  last  CVmventhm  iliia  w\U  nuw  fall  tiiH>ii  ynu, 

will  €'X plain  t<7  tlie  d^^v  CliHstiaQ  brt^hreu,  whimi  I  hatl  &.>  oarii- 

1  mwti  tho  reasons  of  my  'ab.'itnicy, 

n  so  cheered  and  strcDgtlienL^l  hy  theaf^  meetings},  and  bo  onjorod 

Tltristian  fidlowship,  that  aiy  disnppiintnitnt  is  svtv  j^rimt* 

5ttvifKir  has  Sii  evidently  helped  the  w^rk  and   ffcrttgreBS  of  the 

daring  the  pawt  year,  that  tin:  Convention,  if  blessud  with   Mis 

spirit,  caa  he  a  ^raat  p*iweT  for  gno^X. 

'  hope  its  'ml¥>U  Un\e  will  he  ^ven  to  the  one  simple  object  of  per- 
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fecting  plans  for  bringing  young  men  to  Christ,  and  to  tlie  study  of  means  for 
their  best  social  and  intellectual  development. 

With  earnest  prayers  for  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  love  in  the  Ck)nvention, 

I  am,  very  affectionately  yours, 

WM.  E.  DODGE,  Jr. 
J.  S.  Maclean,  Esq. 

Mr.  Maclean  then  said : 

Christian  friends,  this  letter  explains  to  you  why  your  beloved  President  is 
absent,  and  also  why  I  am  in  his  position.  Perhaps  it  might  be  well  for  me  to 
say  further  why  I  am  here,  being  a  British  subject,  taking  temporary  charge  ol 
this  Convention.  But  I  need  not,  for  a  great  many  of  you  are  quite  well 
acquainted  with  me,  and  in  our  communing  together  we  have  enjoyed  such 
delights  and  been  so  blessed,  as  to  convince  us  that  there  is  no  nationality  in 
this  Convention,  but  that  we  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  I  have  come  here  (sent 
by  the  Halifax  Association)  to  be  blessed,  as  we  ever  have  been  in  the  past ;  and 
my  brethren  are  anxiously  awaiting  my  return,  hoping  that  I  will  return 
bearing  with  me  a  blessing.  For  this  purpose  we  are  all  here,  and  by  invoking 
the  Divine  blessing  we  may  be  enabled  to  carry  out  His  purposes  for  them.  The 
strength  of  the  Associations  you  know  better  than  I  can  tell  you.  In  NoTa 
Swjtia  we  have  increased  fifty-fold  by  mingling  with  you.  Our  brethren  from 
Ontario  and  Quebec  can  tell  you  of  the  work  going  on  there.  You,  brethren  oi 
the  United  Slates,  have  imparted  to  us  what  zeal  we  may  possess,  «Lnd  we  look 
to  you  for  increased  energy.  If  any  of  your  Associations  are  cold  and  back 
ward,  pray  that  you  may  be  so  blessed  while  here,  that  you  will  return  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  infuse  renewed  warmth  into  them  to  continue  the 
work. 

By  special  request,  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  led  in 
prayer,  that  the  affliction  which  deprived  the  Convention  of  their 
President's  presence  might  be  blessed  to  the  good  of  all. 

On  motion  of  F.  J.  Cressey,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  it  was 

Eesolved,  That  a  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  one  Delegate  from  each  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province  repre- 
sented. 

On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blake,  of  Rochester,  Minn.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Seven  be  appointed  to  examine  the  creden- 
tials of  Delegates  and  Corresponding  Members,  and  prepare  a  list  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  it  was 

Besotted,  That  the  Rules  of  the  last  Convention  be  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Convention,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

William  Edsall,  of  Brooklyn,  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  that 
Resolutions  be  read  before  their  reference  to  the  appropriate  Com- 
mittee. 
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\  J.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg ;  Moses  W.  Pond,  of  Boston  ; 
t  J.  Hinckley,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  opposed  the 
,  and  oii  i^MiiL^  put  it  was  lost 

111  of  A,  P.  Browne,  f  il'  Philadelphia,  it  was 
rhat  the  MembeTB  of  the  Vtetia  present,  the  Clergymen  of  Indian- 
l  other  Clorgymen  prt^tnt,  and  also  all  members  of  Associations 
accredited  as  DelegiLtes,  be  constituted  Corresponding  Members 

tiOD. 

m  of  Alfred  WickB,  of  Brooklyn,  it  was 

rhat  a  TemiKtriirx  Cominlttoe  on  Business  be  appointed,  consisting 
bera,  t<i  \7h0m  all  maiirrr^  of  business  shall  be  referred  until  a 
janmtiou  iball  have  beua  effected. 

aoimoua  votej  W,  Howard  Doarie,  of  Cincinnati,  was 
3  lend  the  sinking  of  the  Convention, 

rmati  then  miuounced  the  Committees  under  the  fore- 
AtioDB,  ua  f<*llow!3 ; 


Comrmittee  on   Perm 

anent  Organization. 

her,  Waalim^n,  D,  C, 

M.  S.  Crosby,  Michigan, 

Lndifma, 

Geo.  B.  Davis,  Vermont, 

Penn,, 

George  Hague,  Ontario, 

aglae,  LL,D.,  Qaelwc, 

F.  J.  Cressey,  Iowa, 

Maim, 

C.  S.  Uttlefield,  Mass., 

Maryland, 

E.  W.  Spencer,  lU., 

\s,  Misaouri, 

J.  B.  Pearsons,  N.  H., 

[>n»  N.  J., 

Thomas  P.  Bloomfield,  R.  I., 

^T.  ^  J*-, 

W.  H.  Blanchard,  N.  Scotia, 

1.  Nob,, 

Rev.  W.  Bowditch,  Conn., 

r.T., 

J.  WiUits,  W.  Va., 

ter,  a  C„ 

H.  Tbane  Miller,  Ohio, 

^aLlaghor,  Mlnii., 

A.  Whitney,  Cal. 

Committee  0 

n  Credentials. 

kflnti,, 

N.  W.  Johnson,  N.  J., 

Ohio, 

C.  M.  Blackman,  Wis., 

yuill,m., 

J.  Otis  Stillman,  Iowa, 

Dftbnej  Carr,  Conn 


I,  N.  T.. 
,  Uhio. 


Committee  on  Tsjrr^porary  Business. 

W.  H.  Irwin,  W.  Va., 
L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Mass., 
Rev.  Shepherd  Wells,  Mo., 
W-  E.  M.  'Tames,  Ontario. 
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On  motion  of  R  R  McBurney,  of  New- York,  leave  was  granted 
the  several  Committees  to  retire.  The  interval  was  occupied  by 
the  Delegates  in  devotional  exercises. 

Soon  afterward  the  Committee  on  permanent  organization  re- 
turned, and  through  their  Chairman,  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Wash- 
ington, reported, 

For  President. 
John  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 


For  Vice-Presidents. 


Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Washington,  D  C. 
Rev.  C.  H.  Spaulding,  Pawtuchet,  R.  I. 
H.  J.  CowLES,  Madison,  Wisconsin. 
John  W.  Ray,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Jno.  H.  Cheever,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
C.  E.  Chichester,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Andrew  J.  Chase,  Portland,  Me. 

A.  Whitney,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

B.  F.  Jacobs,  Chicago,  111. 
Jno.  C.  Bartram,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  Geo.  Douglas.  L.  L.  D.,  Mon 

treal,  Quebec. 
George  Hague,  Toronto,  Ontario. 


For  Secretary. 
Alfred  Wicks,  Brooklyn,  New-York. 


For  Assistant  Secretaries. 

D.  C.  Bell,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

C.  G.  SwENSBERG,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Nomina 
ting  Committee,  John  S.  Maclean  was  elected  by  acclamatioD 
whereupon  the  President  eleot,  said, 

Dear  Brethren  :  I  feel  utterly  unable  to  express  my  gratitude  to  tW 
Convention,  not  so  much  for  myself,  but  for  my  brethren  from  the  other  8id< 
It  was  because  you  wanted  to  express  the  feeling  of  your  heart  toward  Canada, 
know  that  the  compliment  will  be  felt  and  acknowledged  by  our  Canadian  bretl 
ren.  I  know  that  this  wonderful  kindness  of  yours,  in  selecting  a  preside! 
from  among  the  few  delegates  who  come  from  Canada,  will  be  appreciated  b 
them. 

Brethren:  I  cannot  accept  this  office  without  God's  guidance,  and  yet 
sympathy  and  prayers ;  but  relying  upon  your  love  I  accept  the  position,  an 
trusting  to  that,  I  accept  with  great  joy  and  gratitude  to  you.  In  the  discbar^ 
of  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  I  wish  not  to  err,  and  if  I  do,  brethren,  it  will  be  < 
the  head  and  not  of  the  heart. 

The  other  officers  named  were  unanimously  elected,  exceptin 
the  Secretary.     Mr.  Wicks  declined  to  serve,  whereupon,  Rob 


|, 


21 


By,  of  Philadelphia,  was  electa  Secretary  of  the  Coii- 

mmittee  on  Business  reporter!,  recommendiTig  that  this 
m  adjourn  at  12  M.^  to  meet  at  2:80  R  M.,  for  devotional 

in  the  First  Baptist  Chtirch ;  that  at  8  o'clock  the 
leeting  commence,  to  terminate  at  5:30  P.  M. ;  that  at 
:  the  following  question  be  cliscti!?ised ;  "Have  any 
)ns  declined,  and  if  so,  why  ?  " — the  opening  speaker  to 
l1  fifteen  minutes,  and  those  following  five  minntes  each, 
be  Eev.  W.  W,  Bowditcb,  of  Conn.,  had  invoked  Divine 
for  the  President  elect,  the  Eev.  Mr,  Campbell,  of  Nova 
Dnounced  the  Benediction,  and  the  Convention  adjoumed 

R  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

>  P.  M.  the  Convention  met  in  the  audience  room  of  the 
tist  Church,  for  devotional  exercises,  led  hy  K.  A.  Bur- 
urora,  IlL 

'clock  the  President  took  the  chair,  and  the  regular 
Eis  commenced  by  the  singing  of  the  hymn^ — 

**  Come  Thou  Fount  of  every  Blessing,'^ 
ich  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Eddy,  D.D.,  of  Baltimore,  Md,,  led 

nutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved, 
resident  then  announced  the  following  Standing  Com- 

On  Execute vk  Committee's  REroiiT. 
»T,  Gr&tul  Rapida,  Micliigmn, 
Cree,  Pittsburg,  Pii. 
an,  Pfovidenco.  R*  L 


H,  G.  0.  Caff 5%  Zoncsvilk,  OMa 

J.  C.  Batch e lor,  t^crftDton,  Pa. 

O.  B.  DouglABH«  BurUngtan,  Vermont* 


Devotional  and  orEN-MTi  Meetikgs. 


tlcfield,  South  Bofiton^  Masts. 
[l,Waj8hm^oD,  B.C. 
tj  lodiaaapoUfi,  ImU 


Shophord  Wclla,  St.  Lcmis,  Mo, 

N.  A.  Starke,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

K.  A,  Bum  'U,  Aurora*  Illmois. 


Robert  Weidenaall,  Qmaha^  Nebr&Eka. 
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On  Business. 


H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg,  Pd. 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass. 

D,  L.  Moody,  Chicago,  111. 


Colgate  Hoyt,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Robert  Irwin,  Missouri. 
William  Reynolds,  Peoria,  111. 


George  E.  Davis,  Burlington,  Vermont 

On  Resolutions. 
Alfred  Wicks,  Brooklyn,  N.  T.  |  Charles  F.  Coffin,  Riclmion4,  Indiana. 

E.  L.  Taylor,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Francis  S.  Driscoll,  of  Brooklyn,  offered  a  resolution  respecting 
the  Eules  of  the  Convention,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Business. 

After  singing  the  hymn, 

"  0,  for  a  closer  walk  with  God," 
George  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  said. 

He  had  been  impressed  deeply  with  the  conviction  that  the  brethren  had  come 
Imbued  more  than  ever  with  the  power  of  God's  Holy  Spirit.  Now,  that  Asso- 
ciations are  multiplying  rapidly,  there  is  danger  lest  we  rely  more  upon  our 
numerical  strength  than  upon  God's  Spirit.  He  would  give  the  Convention  this 
motto  to  inscribe  above  the  President's  head,  until  the  close  of  the  Convention — 
"  Not  by  might  nor  by  Power,  hut  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord."  Coming  together 
actuated  by  this  spirit,  they  might  expect  such  a  revival  as  had  not  been  wit- 
nessed since  the  time  of  George  Whitefield. 

After  William  Stickney,  of  Washington,  had  led  in  prayer,  the 

Convention  sang, 

**  Come  Holy  Spirit,  Heavenly  Dove."        ; 

On  motion  of  George  E.  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  it  was 

Besohed,  That  the  Scriptural  passage,  suggested  by  Mr.  Stuart,  be  adopted 
as  the  motto  of  this  Convention. 

John  Dixon,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Chairman  of  the  local  Gen- 
eixil  Committee  of  Arrangements,  announced  the  programme  for 
the  Social  Eeception  at  the  Academy  of  Music.  He  also  an 
nounced  that  the  Committee  on  Entertainment  would  be  at  the 
Academy  in  the  morning  to  provide  all  Delegates  homes  who  had 
not  been  provided  for. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  first 
topic, 

"  Have  any  of  the  Associations  declined^  and  if  so.  Why  .^" 

Alfred  Wicks,  of  Brooklyn,  Chairman  of  the  Temporary  Busi- 
ness Committee,  said, 
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opening  the  dlecuielon  liad  dovolved  upon  him,  beatuea  of  the 
1.  F.  Jacobs,  cjf  Cliit^jpro,  who  had  be«*ii  asidgnGd  in  the  leadenship, 
Btftrting^  this  question  was,  to  ascertain  tUts  cauBes  which  Jed  to  so 
and,  bv  thuB  acquiring  ext^'^-i'^t^'^'^*^  ondt-avor  to  find  tlte  rt3<itiisite 

lelt  to  hi}  one  of  tlie  first  interests  tlmt  the  Cnn?ention  Hhonhl 
I  of  failure.  They  desired  to  htap  from  tlioae  representing  Asso- 
sre  at.m|?^hng  for  bare  life,  why  they  were  so  situated.  There 
<!jationa  which,  liktj  the  one  in  the  ^reat  city  of  Troy,  hiid  died 
emembered,  that  when  the  Cfmvcntion  met  in  Troy,  that  Aaao- 
ifded  a^  a  model.    The  tbn  vent  ion  wished  to  know  the  reanon  of 

til  at  tiieir  (^nrse  might  he  avoided  ;  and  aleo,  they  wished  to 
r  success  pointed  out* 

.  Mott,  of  Warren,  Pa,, 

an  Association  that  was  struggling  more  or  lees  to  keep  alive, 
able*  %vaB  in  having  ton  mnny  honor lity  njcinhers.  and  not  suffl- 
5  memlyera.  Some  of  the  tiiftnhcrs  were  anxious  to  work.  They 
the  jail,  but  it  did  uot  roniain  any  prist:>ners.  They  were  able 
elieve  the  poor,  but  couhj  not  find  unj  destitute  in  their  town, 
hai  come  to  the  Convention  to  lewrn  how  thL-ir  muttih*ire  were 
rjrk*  Daring  the  winter  their  Ass^'ciation  prospered ,  but  in  the 
lished, 

I  Mi\  SIcBiirney,  Mr  Mott  stilted  that  the  population 
about  2,500  or  3,000,  and,  in  rf^ply  to  another,  who 
1  the  town  were  converted,  siud :  ''We  are  a  ehurch- 
but  I  presume  many  ai-e  unconverted.  The  meni- 
,  M.  C.  Association  are  converted  men,  and  I  hnpe 
3  Will  ba" 

McMillan,  of  Slijiper}^  liut^k,  Penn,,  said  want  of 
chief  cause  of  failure.  Leaders  who  would  go  for- 
,ter  who  hung  back,  were  an  it  operative  necessity* 
r  must  be  made  to  feel  that  he  could  do  sotne thing, 
old  warm  up  otlicr:^.  He  represented  a  cimntry 
rhich  had  not  experienced  any  trouble  in  continuing 
■e  knew  of  some  Associations  that  had  failed  because 
ould  not  countenance  thetn. 

ilkinson,  of  Washington,  told  of  an  Association, 

>een  killed  by  hirinf?-  a  miRsionary  to  do  th^  work  of  the  mem- 
;h  member  worked,  th(*u  the  Asaticliition  prospered  ;  hut  when 
eionary  to  do  the  work,  it  failciJ.  S^uch  AFencjutions  had  belter 
work.  He  believed  in  the  ^loriuuji  Itlvn  of  "  you  off  n>en  for 
Le  liad  bearti  of  a  mission  agviiry  in  Pmvidi'nce,  R.  I,,  tlmt  wn- 
un  joung  men.     That  is  the  pn^pur  kind  of  missionarj'^  Work, 
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The  Associations  should  convince  the  churches  that  it  is  not  intended  to  dupli- 
cate machinery ;  also,  there  should  not  be  a  hell-hole  into  wMch  these  young 
men  would  not  go  to  rescue  a  sinner. 

Wm.  Edsall,  of  Brooklyn,  thought  this  one  of  the  most  vital 
questions  likely  to  be  brought  to  their  attention.  He  sincerely 
believed  that  they  had  too  many  "  honorary'^  members.  He  knew 
of  members  who  had  not  attended  any  of  the  Association  meeting? 
for  months,  and  these  he  also  would  call  "  honorary"  members 
He  likewise  knew  of  Presidents  who  sadly  neglected  their  duty 
and  would  advise  Associations  so  afflicted  to  obtain  the  resigna 
tions  of  these  officers. 

The  Convention  joined  in  singing, 

"On  to  the  battle  field." 

J.  D.  Stroud,  Chester,  Penn.,  thought  it  possible  for  an  Asso 
ciation  to  die  out  while  waiting  for  a  leader.  •  They  ought  not  t( 
wait  for  a  leader,  but  each  man  should  enter  upon  the  work  feel 
ing  confident  that  God  would  raise  up  a  leader. 

J.  G.  Bergen,  Baltimore,  said, 

That  in  some  large  cities,  by  districting  the  members  of  the  AjBSOciation  int 
agencies  for  distributing  tracts,  tliey  had  taken  the  place  of  the  American.Trac 
Socieiy.  Was  that  their  work  ?  In  Baltimore,  last  winter,  they  had  expende 
hundreds  of  dollars  in  helpiug  the  poor  widows  and  orphans ;  and  yet,  in  tha 
city  of  400,000,  had  they  expended  the  money  in  helping  young  men  who  wei 
destitute  and  unfortunate,  they  would  have  done  efjually  as  much,  if  not  moi 
good.  In  some  cases  the  Associations  are  thought  to  be  failures,  because  the 
neglect  their  own  work  and  perform  that  of  other  societies. 

Prof.  W.  0.  Hiskey,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  said  that  their  Assc 
ciation,  though  not  dead,  was  in  great  fear  of  death.  It  lacked  fir( 
and*at  their  last  meeting  it  was  said  that  some  one  must  beser 
to  the  Convention  who  would  return  imbued  with  a  zealous  fin 
He  thought  that  if  every  member  would  carry  home  the  fire  tha 
burns,  and  the  zeal  that  stimulates  to  Christian  exertion,  th 
efficiency  of  the  Associations  would  be  doubled. 

n.  J.  Cowles,  of  Wisconsin, 

Had  had  experience  in  failures  of  Associations.  One  great  cause  was  a  su 
1)1  us  of  machinery — too  much  attempted  to  bo  done.  And,  then,  many  8ma' 
Associations  attempted  to  rival  the  large  and  powerful  ones.  They  must  hav 
finely  furnished  rooms,  to  which  feature  they  paid  more  attention  than  to  tb 
work  of  saving  souls.     Fine  rooms  and  libraries  do  not  make  Young  Men 
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ssocialions,  and  ensure  Buccesa  :  but  it  is  the  ftequent  gatliering'  of 
Uf^artB  burn  for  the  ealvatioti  of  young  men.    Let  each  and  all  get 

set  right  on  this  subjectt  ^nd  rotorn  to  convince  the  yoang  men  of 
towns  that  tUey  mtiat  dispense  with  ao  much  machinery,  and  com- 

I  humWy. 

r.  Ha^call^^of  Aurora,  111.^  said, 

confliatod  in  seeking  the  best  object,  and  then  uaing  the  beet  means 
»h  that  object.  There  never  had  been  an  hour  id  tbo  liietory  of  the 
1  young  men  have  thrown  upon  them  such  a  reeponsihility,  in  re 
ork  which  Is  not  met  by  the  churches,  and  cannot  be,  at  le«st  as 
w  managed.  In  Aurora  their  Aasociaiion  was  full  of  interest,  be- 
I  been  thrice  laised  from  the  dead.  The  determination  to  er«ct  an 
building  had  revived  them. 

leobs,  of  Chie*ago,  said, 

aociationa  die  because  they  arc  afraid  of  a  littlo  success.  Although 
at  it  la  not  the  woi-k  of  certain  persons  to  do  the  work  of  societies, 
.  is  approved  of  God,  it  muat  be  the  purpose  for  which  the  Associa- 
rted.  They  ure  afraid  of  stepping  beyond  the  boundary*  Ko  man 
tnew  exactly  what  God  wantetl  him  to  do  ;  therefore,  ho  iiuist  daily 
for  guiflance.  If  the  Asw^iciation  in  any  town,  with  united  hearts, 
me  plan  to  reach  one  young  man,  and  that  youth  ivas  reached  and 
>uld  be  a  gaaraoty  of  sucwes  tliat  God  had  appro v^hI  the  effort, 
he  Churches  wanted  tho  Ae^>ciationf^  to  do— to  stand  as  the  ambas- 
4  in  the  line  in  which  the  Churches  could  not  work. 

W.  GlasSj  Baltimore^  thought  some  Associations  failed 
7erj  member  waa  not  given  something  to  do*  In  Balti- 
^n  their  Association  was  languishing^  they  put  eighteen 
n  on  tract  distributing,  and  in  various  ways  gave  eaeli 
Dmething  to  do.  The  result  was  that  the  Association 
again. 


loa  Mai^liall,  St  Louis,  Mo.,  believed  that  the  eomplaint.s 
inislers  and  young  men  not  working  arose  from  want  of 
ifa     There  are  no  greater  complainers  than  backs]  idol's. 

^iraons,  Philadelphia^  Pa.^  feareil  too  mucb  would  be 
he  idea  that  we  were  supplanting  other  societies  in  their 
e  thought  it  charity  to  help  othci^s  to  carry  tlieir  load. 
mv  was  a  poor  fellow  stniggling  under  a  burden  who 
glad  to  have  some  one  help  hini.  And  so,  if  the 
A.  had  nothing  local  to  do,  and  tliey  engaged  in  outside 
ong  as  Christ  is  imprinted  on  the  work,  it  will  prosper. 
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Two  stanzas  of  the  hymn  commencing 

"  Oar  Captain  leads  us  on  " 
were  then  sung,  after  which 

Thomas  J.  Wilkie,  of  Toronto,  Ont,  urged  that  failures  some- 
times arose  from  their  attempting  too  much  and  striving  to  get 
along  too  fast  It  is  better  to  start  in  a  small  way.  In  the 
Toronto  Association  they  started  with  thirteen  young  men,  began 
in  a  basement  room,  and  waited  until  they  were  strong  before 
they  went  up-stairs.  When  young  men  are  won  to  Christ  they 
should  be  set  to  work,  and  thus  by  degrees  the  AssociatioD  will 
grow  and  become  prosperous. 

C.  J.  Littlefield,  South  Boston,  belonged  to  an  Association  that 
had  had  a  sort  of  decline  last  year  and  was  again  prosperous. 
Their  trouble  was  the  constantly  recurring  question  of  finances, 
especially  how  to  pay  the  rent ;  so  they  concluded  to  take  a  smaller 
room  and  Jet  the  principal  question  be  where  to  hold  the  next 
prayer  meeting.  Having  got  rid  of  the  finance  question,  they 
commenced  out-door  meetings. 

Eev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  was  reminded  of  an 
Association  that  admitted  as  members  all  men  of  good  moral 
character.  The  result  was,  that  when  the  zealous  members  wished 
to  hold  a  prayer  meeting,  the  others  said  they  did  not  wish  to  sing 
psalms  and  pray  all  the  tima  That  Association  died,  "clean 
gone  dead."  Then  it  was  decided  to  admit  only  good  active 
members  of  Evangelical  churches,  after  which  a  revival  was 
experienced. 

K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  III.,  knew  of  several  Associations 
that  were  weak  through  lack  of  leading  influence.  The  Presi- 
dents were  never  seen  in  the  prayer  meetings.  They  were  mere 
figureheads.  No  one  would  respect  such  Associations,  because 
they  had  no  one  to  map  out  the  work  or  look  up  to  as  a  leader. 

By  request,  H.  Thane  Miller  and  W.  Howard  Doane  sang  the 
invitation  to  the  prodigal,  **  Come  Home." 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  reported  that  two  open- 
air  meetings  would  be  held  in  the  evening  at  seven  o'clock,  the  one 
to  be  led  by  P.  B.  Simons  of  Philadelphia  and  the  other  by 
Greo.  A.  Hall  of  Washington. 
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5SS  Committee  reported,  but  on  motion  of  H.  Thane 
sport  was  reeouimitted,  and  the  Committee  directed 
n  at  the  Evening  Session. 

arising  on  t!ic  jmaning  of  the  rule  respecting  reso- 
Dtion  of  Alfred  Wicks  it  was  agreed  that  the  rule  be 
3  as  to  give  until  the  close  of  Friday's  meeting  for 
of  resolution^;,   memorials  and  propositions  in  the 

uncement  of  the  r^vening's  programme,  the  delegates 
^ing,  Rev.  C,  H.  Spaulding,  of  Pawtucket,  R  L, 
J  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


WELCOirK  MEETING. 

i  Aftenioon  Se^^itjii  was  being  held  in  the  First 
ch,  the  beAutifnl  Academy  of  Music  had  been  most 
leeorateil  and  fitted  up  for  the  reception  to  be  ex- 
D^legates  by  the  Citizens  of  Indianapolis, 
mor  of  the  Stiite,  Hon.  Conrad  Baker,  presided, 
sorted  on  the  iilatform  by  Hon.  D.  Macauley,  Mayor 
the  local  Cleixy.  and  by  J.  S.  Maclean,  President  of 
ion^  n.  Thane  Miller,  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  and  others, 
choir  of  75  or  SO  ladies  and  gentlemen,  under  the 
Black,  were  rangi'd  in  semi-circular  form  on  the  rear 

ler  eight  o'cloelc,  Governor  Baker  advanced  to  the 

platftjrm,  and»  alter  requesting  the  vast  audience  to 

r^  &mi\  : 

iUmen,  in.y  UhHttkin  Frunds  and  Brethren : 

the  pf>rtiott  oi  ike  dinitifl  which  have  been  assigned  to  me  to- 
Lloii  ov'iT  tUiki  Ui*"»'tlii^p  I  beg  to  tender  to  the  Delegates  of  the 
bristian  Ass^wiationgi  ist'  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces, 
ieome  of  the  iie(Ji>lL>  cjf  Indiana,  and  to  assure  them  that  our 
lise  with  tbem  in  th^i  good  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
t(>  decUro  yoar  beliiT  in  the  infallibility  of  Chrislian  love.  We 
j^ocietl^  as  one  of  tbi^  grand  means  of  bringing  together  Christian 
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people,  and  if  they  shall  not  unify  Christian  faith,  they  will  at  least  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  Christian  brotherhood. 

I  do  not  come  here  to  detain  you  by  remarks  of  my  own,  but  simply  to  pro- 
nounce these  few  words  of  welcome,  and  to  announce  the  programme. 

The  choir  then  sang,  "  Before  Jehovah's  Awful  Throne ;"  ato 
which  the  Rev.  R  D.  Robinson,  D.D.,  of  In  A,  led  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Robert  Sloss,  of  Ind.,  read  the  parable  of  the  "  Prodiga 
Son,"  and  the  Choir  sang  the  chorus  from  "  Creation,"  "  Th< 
Heavens  are  Telling."     After  which, 

The  Hon.  D.  Macauley,  Mayor  of  the  City,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr,  President  and  Members  of  the  Contention  : 

In  behalf  of  our  municipal  authorities  and  of  all  our  citizens — in  behalf  of  a 
the  Christian  denominations  of  our  city,  whose  beautiful  places  of  public  worehi 
so  nobly  decorate  it  like  so  many  altars  erected  in  the  name  of  the  living  God  &n 
consecrated  to  His  holy  service — in  behalf  of  all  these  I  bid  you.  from  evei 
State  and  land,  welcome,  not  only  to  this  magnificent  building,  adorned  wit 
beauty  and  splendor  for  your  pleasure  and  delight,  but  I  bid  you,  one  and  a] 
a  hearty,  earnest  and  friendly  welcome  to  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

In  this  Convention,  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the  different  and^mull 
tudinous  Christian  sects,  consulting  how  best  to  know  and  perform  the  grei 
work  set  for  us  by  our  Creator,  wherein  we  are  taught  not  only  how  to  live,  bi 
how  to  die,  there  is  something  grand  and  inspiring  even  to  one  who,  like  m 
self,  can  claim  to  be  but  a  friend  and  well-wisher  of  the  great  cause,  a  looker-o 
as  it  were,  in  Christendom.  I  see  that  while  the  disciples  of  Christianity  a 
marshalled  under  different  leaders,  they  are  but  divisions  of  the  one  grand  ai 
united  army,  bearing  aloft  over  all  the  radiant  and  spotless  banner  of  o 
Christ,  anl  which  army,  marching  along  conquering  and  to  conquer,  is  destim 
yet  to  triumph  over  all  the  powers  of  ignorance,  and  misery  and  sin,  purifyij 
and  illuminating  the  whole  earth,  until  it  shall  again  bloom  into  a  very  pai 
dise,  such  as  God  Himself  pronounced  "  good "  when  the  morning  stars  sai 
together  upon  creation's  dawn.  For  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associatic 
formed  of  members  of  every  Christian  denomination,  there  is  much  to  do, 
great  work  to  perfect — the  establishment  of  the  unity  of  all  the  churches 
Christ,  so  that  while  they  may  be  "  different  like  the  crested  waves,  they  sha 
like  the  ocean,  all  be  one." 

Men  have  speculated  and  theorized  about  systems  and  beliefs.  Philosophy 
have  sounded  the  depths  of  all  accumulated  worldly  wisdom.  Science,  with  t 
geological  pick  and  hanmier,  has  penetrated  the  earth's  centre,  or  with  the  Ic 
swept  the  vast  expanse  of  suns  and  stars  uncounted.  Yet  all  theories, 
learning,  all  science  of  earth  and  skies,  of  doctrines  and  systems,  of  time  a 
space,  cannot  satisfy  the  longings  of  the  immortal  soul  to  be  joined  to  its  8 
and  centre  as  do  the  simple  teachings  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind. 

The  heathen  points  in  vain  to  his  carved  idols  to  teach  us  the  home  of  1 
soul.  The  doctrines  of  Confucius  strive  in  vain  to  lift  us  up'[^to  God.  1 
splendid  mythologies  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  may  charm  the  intellect,  1 
cannot  save  the  immortal  soul  of  man.     Moslemism   promises  a  heaven 
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ellglite.  The  cruel  ties  of  ibw  Aztec  Bacrifice  sicken  and  disgust 
ship  of  nature  hotseir  el  tills  the  heart,  for  it  denies  to  us  a  hero 
5  ryllgwn  of  Christ  alone,  rightly  interpreted  and  practiced  in  the 
and  chiirity,  is  a  religion  to  live  by  and  to  die  by,  a  religion  to 
D  die  Ibr,  satisfying  the  spiritual  wants  of  all  God's  chosen 
miing  the  highest  aspimiianB  of  the  most  imperious  intellect  of 
lly,  bearing  all  who  hav^o  faith  in  Him  into  the  bosom  of  the 

I  ynu  welcome  t*>  onr  city,  and  "  God  speed  "  in  whatsoever  you 
Wliataoever  tilings  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsu- 
re  honest,  whatsoever  thingi  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  of 

thfse  do,  thiin  youf  meeting  shall  tend  to  the  spreading  of 
ill  the  world,  and  help  to  glorify  God  by  the  elevation  of  man  ! 
I  cannot,  with  my  own  coiijient,  close  my  remarks  and  again  tako 
Dufe  tendering,  in  this  ynibUc  manner  and  in  this  presence,  my 
i  Young  Men  s  ChnatiiLii  Association  of  this  city  for  its  patient 
among  us.  During  the  past  three  years,  the  duties  of  my  office 
^nd  painfully  sliown  me  much  of  the  misery  and  suffering  existing 

This  Agi«t»datit>n,  with  its  worthy  agent,  Mr.  J.  B.  Brandt,  hae 
rd,  and  m  helped  all  cliissea  and  conditions  of  men,  as  to  reflect 
dit  upon  (iVi^'Ty  Assijciatiun  of  the  name  in  existenee. 
i  and  gratitude  of  uur  ciiizeas  and  of  the  city  are  due  them,  and  it 
sure  io  fulfil  what  I  confiider  to  be  a  duty  in  thus  saying  so. 

.  IL  Day^  D.D.,  of   Indianapolis,  then  delivered  the 

ivclcome  on  behalf  of  the  churches  of  the  city,  express- 

y  sympathy  with  the  young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 

iir  undertakings 

0  the  illneaia  of  Col  John  W.  Ray,  President  of  the 
is  A&^eiaiion,  the  Rev.  John  B.  Brandt,  Superin- 
tcd  as  his  substitute  in  the  delivery  of  a  brief  address 
\  on  behalf  of  the  Indianapolis  Association. 

:jonio  addresses  having  thus  been  concluded,  the  Presi- 
e  Cinivention^  Mr.  X  S.  Maclean,  was  called  upon  to 
Mr,  Maclean  expressed  regret  at  the  absence  of  Win. 
Jr»,  of  New-York,  who  was  announced  by  tlie  local 
to  deiiver  tlie  first  responsive  address.     He  adverted  to 

1  of  the  Convention,  say  ing  that  it  represented  a  largo 
r  young  men^  who  are  banded  together  everywhere  to 
3r  J^^us  and  lead  young  men  to  love  Him,  and  closel 
Uy  acknowledging  the  remarkable  hospitalities  already 
he  dele^tes. 

nv  sang  ^^  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  name,"  after 
Thane  MiUer^  of  Cineiimati,  being  called  upon,  said. 
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To  the  Governor  of  Indiana,  the  Mayor  of  Indianapolis,  the  Clergy  an 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  city,  and  especially  to  you,  da 
ladies  and  gentlemen  dwelling  in  this  beautiful  and  most  hospitable  place, 
esteem  it  a  great  honor,  on  behalf  of  the  delegates  and  visitors  to  the  Rfteent 
International  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  with  tl 
most  sincere  gratitude  and  profoundest  affection  of  our  hearts  to  say  that  v 
are  very  glad  that  we  have  come,  and  thank  you  for  this  most  magnificei 
welcome.    God  bless  you. 

Mr.  Miller  resumed  his  seat  amid  applause,  and,  althoug 
loudly  called,  declined  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  after  an  interesting  intrc 
ductory  reference  to  the  zeal  of  Schuyler  Colfax,  in  recentl 
leaving  the  Senate  Chamber  at  Washington  and  traveling  t 
Philadelphia  to  speak  for  Christ,  thus  referred  to  the  Conventioii 

We  receive  this  welcome  from  you  to-night,  because  we  can  say  what  mai 
ner  of  love  God  hath  bestowed  upon  us — because  we  are,  as  we  trust,  his  son 
humble  servants  of  our  Lord  and  Master — it  is  as  such  we  receive  your  words  ( 
welcome  to-night. 

In  the  year  1865,  late  in  the  autumn,  the  magnificent  steamer,  "  Evenii^ 
Star,"  on  the  way  from  New- York  to  New  Orleans,  foundered,  and  of  two  buj 
dred  and  seventy  immortal  souls  on  board,  only  twenty-four  remained  of  tt 
wreck  to  tell  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  who  found  a  watery  grave.  Th 
Captain,  a  noble  seaman,  struggling  in  the  waves,  the  last  man  to  leave  ti 
sinking  ship,  said  to  two  of  his  officer^  who  were  with  him,  struggling  in  th 
water,  "  Men,  if  either  of  you  live  to  get  home,  tell  my  friends  I  died  doing  m 
duty." 

Young  men  of  the  brotherhood  of  the  Associations,  can  it  be  said  of  us  whe 
we  come  to  die,  that  we  died  doing  our  duty  ?  Old  Latimer  used  to  say,  *'  Wi 
the  Crown  and  wear  it  for  King  Jesus  1"  Young  men  of  the  Christian  Assodi 
tions  of  America,  "  Win  the  Crown  and  wear  it  for  King  Jesus." 

The  choir  then  sang  the  following  Welcome  Hymn  : 

Strike  every  lofty  chord  I 
Give  praises  to  the  Lord. 

To  God  our  king  1 
Let  every  heart  reply. 
Swell — swell  the  authem  high. 
Till  far  in  yonder  sky. 

The  echoes  ring ! 

Greet  every  brother  here  I 
Greet  every  sister  dear ! 

Let  "  welcome"  shine 
On  every  banner's  fold. 
In  lines  of  brightest  gold  ! 
And  thus  our  love  be  told — 

For  all  are  thine. 
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Thin©  owtt  deiLr  cliildfen,  Lord. 
Th«  bc*fl.rG»Tfl  of  tlif  Word  ! 

Ff>r  i\w*i  tlH*y  come — 
Tfj  pUn  great  thiDg;^  for  Thee, 
To  Mpread  frtjm  sea  Ui  nea, 
The  Stung  of  '*  Mi^n^  s  free" 

In  every  home  1 

In  pLtm:iant  song-  and  speech, 
Thrice  wolcoDU'  th»m  to  each  ! 

And  may  the  Love 
Of  (^wl  the  Father,  Son, 
And  Spirit— lb riH."  in  one, 
(Vime  like  tt  btniiMtD 

Prom  heaven  nlwjve. 

And  touch  ench  heart  with  fire  I 
Ench  word  and  plan  inspire 

With  wi»ii«^in  high  1 
Till  grt-^at  lies  alt  &ball  stand,— 
A  beaci>n  to  the  land,— 
A  monumfe^nt  all  graod 

In  Gud*«  fair  akv  I 


mms  Committee  submitted  the  following  Eeport  for 


Dn»  of  the  Convention  to  \i*i  from  9  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  from  2^  P.  M. 
.,  and  the  Evening  ^ewion  to  ticgin  at  8  o'clock.  Speakers  during 
'  Unuted  as  folio v?i  t  Opening  address  on  any  question,  fifteen  min- 
ora five  minuti^. 

morning,  the  C»*nv(inlion  to  meet  in  the  Aca4emy  of  Music.  First 
P— Dt»cuafiion  of  the  Question, 

urA  €f  Aitetiaiion  Wvrk  lnu  A_f<rrded  most  Encouragement  I>uring 

lA*  Fmi  Ymrf" 
a  to  be  opened  hy  Qiso.  A.  Hall,  of  Washmgton,  D.  C,  and  to  close 
[,    Scioondt  a  Spt'cial  Order — the  third  Question  of  the  Executive 


^&e  Bfiti  Jmjn'iM  nj>on  Our  Members  and  upon  the  Community  a 

C^ndctimi  of  ih^  Ptrfnamncg  oftluse  Societies  f" 
^n*^  Ijy  T.  K-  Cr^,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

at\»-rn^>on,  li(?i«)rt  of  the  Excnnitive  Committee,  to  be  followed  by 
^ueatlont  found  In  thi*  question  drawer. 
f  evpttiag,  Discuflsion  of  the  Question, 

m  tQ  Rmch  and  Injtt^ne^  th<  Young  Men  Coming  into  Our  Large 

Toims  <tnd  Cities V* 
iwered  in  (ift*>en  minute  addretises  by  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Wash- 
',  \  G^.  H.  Stiian,  Philadeljihia,  Pa. ;  Wm.  Reynolds,  Peoria,  111. ; 
oodj,  Chicago,  Ilh 
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The  President  announced  that  K.  A,  Burnell  would  le^l  ■ 
prayer  meeting  in  the  First  Baptist  Chureli,  at  six  o'cloclv,  Thani 
day  morning,  and  that  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Cliieago,  would  eoiidac 
one  in  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  at  tlie  same  time. 

By  request,  H.  Thane  Miller  sang  the  rcBpoiisa  to  '*  The  Old 
Old  Story,"  and  then  followed  a  social  meeting,  t<3  give  thedek 
gates  an  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  each  otljtT  im 
with  the  citizens  of  Indianapolis. 


I  MOENING  SESSION. 

June  231 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at9:30i>V"lt>ck  by  Prej^sitlen 
Maclean.     After  the  hymn,  commencing 

"  Soldiers  of  Christ,  Arise/' 
had  been  sung,  the  Rev.  R  D.  Harper,  UB.,  o£  ludiaiiapolis 
read  a  portion  of  Scripture  and  led  in  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  sessions  w6t^  reA«i  anc 
approved. 

The  President  announced  the  following  communieations  M  re 
ceived,  which  were  referred  under  the  rules,  viz. :  From  U"i< 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Baltimore,  McL  ;  W.  G.  Petti t,  Treasurer  of  Am 
ciation,  Newark,  N.  J. ;  Rev.Wm.  C.  Richarilflj  of  Pittsfield,  IhiSL 
Justus  PflFarrer,  of  New-York,  N.  Y. 

Resolutions,  etc.,  being  in  order,  Thos.  Mnrshall,  of  Philadelphia 
offered  one  in  regard  to  Associations  observin;ar  the  week  <>1 
prayer ;  H.  J.  Cowles,  of  Wisconsin,  one  in  regard  In  orgun^ 
izing  German  Societies  ;  and  11.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  oB6 
in  regard  to  Laymen's  Institutes,  all  of  which  were  referrod 
under  the  rules. 

R    R.    McBumey,   New-York,  also  subtuitted   the  follawiiig 
communication  respecting  the  work  of  Y.  M,  U  Associatiutis  J« 
'     Mexico,  which  was  also  referred  : 


IL 


/ 
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New- York,  ISth  June,  1870. 


%miai  Coni^nthn  of  the  T&nng  MerCs  Christum  Associations  of 

th^  UfiiUd  8tfUcs  and  British  Provinces : 
^^^^ 

ttr  ni  the  Young  Meii*B  CbriBtian  Association  of  the  City  of  New- 
call  IliR  attentiun  of  the  CativeDtion  to  some  facts  connected  with 
t  in  the  Republic  of  M i-xii^o,  from  which  land  I  have  just  returned. 
iint?ctt»d  with  tht*  ATOtsrii^iiQ  army  that  in  the  year  1847  fought  its 
lital  of  Meitico.  ansi  an  fl^^iint  of  the  American  Bible  Society  tliat 
hat  f^tCf**  drculAlfd  niaiiy  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  tliat 
cc*  the  year  18f>;3  an  agout  iif  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 

further  Ct>pie8  of  the  ibdy  Scriptures  in  Central  Mexico.  No 
^eliral  MissioDary,  luiwi  ver,  had  ever  preached  the  Gospel  in 
up  to  tlk'  Ijp^Jiinihtr  «'f  ibe  year  1869.  Yet  on  my  arrival  in  the 
CI.  ivt  th*j  bf^yinnin^  of  tlint  year,  I  found  tlint  the  Biblep  tl^jit  lad 
ted  hiwi  b*?en  instnmientul  in  leading  many  to  Jesus  and  to  the 
gi*  of  Hie  prucious  UugpcL     I  also  found  three  small  Evangelical 

in  thai  cjty,  wkiiro  tbu  Bible  was  Jctid  laiiiiiutiy  aim  loved 
her  coDgregfttionfl  were  &t>on  gathered  in  the  capital  and  neigh- 
ere  are  now  over  thirty.  Earnest  prayer,  hearty  and  beautiful 
J  Kiugiug.  the  ruadi tig  of  large  portions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
X  of  Christ  crudfied.  by  tliose  who  truly  love  Him,  a  zeal  for  the 
Bfiiils  likit  that  of  tlifT  oarly  Christians,  and  a  joy  over  each  that 
I  with  true  laithp  irhiddeivt^  us  in  those  meetings  and  makes  us  feel 
Lo  has  isaid,  "  /will  build  my  church,"  has  now  many  a  saveil  houI 
Ve  bavd  a  good  printntg  i»re8S  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  have  by 
[ine  a  very  effective  irart  work.  We  also  publish  an  Evangelical 
L  (umiinary  to  train  Evauirelists  has  also  been  doing  good  work  in 

Many  young  men  of  clear  evangelical  virws,  high  e<lu(nti<»n, 
md  noble  courage  ar^,  from  deep  love  to  their  Saviour,  stru'^'^j.rling 
n  hand,  'mid  many  pefH<?eution8,  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  that 
or  i^idc. 

t  these  young  tiieti  may  listve  the  sympathy  and  the  prayers  of  the 
og  iiwn  in  the  rriiti-fl  Stutes  and  the  Briiisli  Provinces.  Tiie  Held 
abundantly  ready  for  rhi'  eistablishment  tbere  of  a  Young  Men's 
miation*  and  on  my  return  to  that  republic  I  hope  to  soon  orgniii/e 
\X  that  it  may  not  be  vf  ry  long  before  we  may  be  able  to  neml  a 
our  Conv^ntii>n8  to  represent  Mexico. 

u  to  conmdcr  ua  who  arf"  Eitruggling  for  Jiisus  at  the  front  of  the 
:ico^  as  your  Iriends  and  brethren  in  ChrisT.  and  that  you  will  at 
ber  ui  in  your  prayers, 

I  remain,  your  brother  in  Christ . 

H.  CIIAINCEY  lllLKY. 

nmiltee  OB  BasinasE  reported  tliat  Mr.    DriscoH's   r.>-.- 
^peeting   tilt:    government   of  Asso.i.nons,    lu..!    1, ni 
th«j  Oanmitti'i!  uii  As8f)ciations. 
?-sidoiit  annomioefi  the  following  as  i!u'  Cnmuiitt    •  (U 
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Associations  :  Hon.  C.  C.  Lathrop,  ISTewark,  N.  J. ;  Jno.  L.  Wheat 
Louisville  ;  Alfred  Sandhara,  Montreal ;  T.  C.  Crocker,  Westerlej, 
E.  I ;  Geo.  O.  Young,  Hamilton,  Ont ;  H.  H.  Judson,  Memphis, 
Tenn.  ;  D.  E.  Small,  York,  Pa. 

The  Convention  united  in  singing,  and  Eev.  Josepli  Malone,  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  led  in  prayer. 

Vice-President  Jacobs  in  the  Chair. 

The  next  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  question 

^'What  Branch  of  Association  Work  has  afforded  most  Encourage- 
ment  During  the  YearT^ 

Geo.  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  opened  the  discussion  by  saying, 

That  open  air  services  had  aflforded  the  Washing'ton  Association  most  en 
couragement.  The  eflTorts  in  connection  with  those  services  had  energized  every 
part  of  their  work.  The  particular  element  of  success  had  been  the  entire  per- 
sonal consecration  of  a  few  of  the  members  to  the  work  of  bring^ing  souls  tc 
Christ.  Perhaps  thirty  of  their  young  men  had  consecrated  themselves,  saying, 
"  Here  I  am,  ready  to  do  all  I  can  that  will  not  conflict  with  my  duties  to  my 
church."  We  have  striven  to  work  with  the  churches.  But  during  the  past 
year  they  had  made  the  Association  work  secondary  to  that  of  the  Church 
Their  rule  was  to  have  an  open-air  meeting  every  evening,  on  the  corner  oj 
Penn.  Avenue  and  Twenty-seventh  Street.  At  each  meeting,  from  three  to  five 
addresses  are  delivered,  not  always  by  the  leading  members,  but  generally  by 
.those  less  known,  who  tell  what  Jesus  has  done  for  them  and  can  do  for  others 
They  had  succeeded  in  getting  young  men  to  sj)eak  who  had  supposed  that  they 
could  not.  These  meeting's  were  followed  up  by  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  of  prftvei 
in  the  A.ssociation  rooms,  and  every  young  man  was  expected  to  "buttonhole' 
and  invite  some  unconverted  man  into  the  rooms.  On  Sundays  they  have  more 
of  these  open-air  services,  all  of  which  have  been  followed  by  the  blessing  ol 
.  *  God.     During  the  past  year,  they  had  several  meetings  at  which  twenty  oi 

'  thirty  persons  asked  for  prayers,  and  fully  300  had  expressed  a  belief  in  Christ 

(  It  must  be  impressed  on  our  young  men  as  an  imi)erativo  duty  that  each  on( 

bring  an  unconverted  youth  with  him,  or  at  least  one  on  their  hearts  for  whoir 
they  could  request  prayer,  and  who  was  seeking  the  Saviour.  Evincing  at 
earnest  desire  for  the  salvation  of  souls  gave  them  favor  in  the  eyes  of  promi 
nent  and  business  men.  At  one  of  their  meetings,  held  to  raise  money.  General 
Sherman,  who  is  not  a  professor  of  religion,  said :  "It  is  a  burning  shame  to  se( 
what  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  are  doing  in  this-  city,  and  thei 
oblige  them  to  beg  for  money ;"  and  the  General  put  his  name  doAvn  for  a  hand 
some  sum. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  Penn.,  said  an  essential  element  oi 
success  is  Christian  union,  which  is  promoted  by  the  Associations 
and  Conventions,  because  they  do  much  toward  sinking  all  thai 
bears  the  name  of  strife  and  discord. 


35 


re,  of  Masa,  said, 

[^rviiieii  liftd  bceu  the  ftirru  of  labor  most  blessed  with  tliom.  Their 
ui  bora  at  DtHroii,  th<^  iiii>t;to  of  which  Convention — "  Christ  for  all 
3  oil  tile  world  for  Christ," — they  had  nailed  to  a  flagstaff  that 
k  LilUtoj^  near  the  city*  Underneath  it  their  open-air  meetings 
it  lir«t,  the  rharcht^s  kcked  sympathy.  But  the  meetinjrs  i)ro- 
700  or  300  pe^rwjne  att*'nded  them.  Glorious  results  followed. 
iL^rvice  wrw  elaiiln.r  to  a.  pmyer  meeting.  Hymns  were  sung,  aud 
iti>ther  finifihcNl  speakm^^  another  would  follow,  reciting  their  ex- 
t  one  ine4?tlng  twenty  three  persons  were  converted. 

Mwlu,  Newburgli,  N.  Y.,  thought  all  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
>ukl  mrry  on  oat-door  preaching.  The  Pastors  do  not 
le  fiiiineis  in  church  services ;  therefore  the  Y.  M.C.  A. 
to  go  out  and  pretich  the  Gospel  to  them. 

jmij  ToruhtOt  Ont,  suld, 

i»  most  auocesaful  with  tin^m  was  a  meeting  carried  on  in  a  large 
lay  Gvenings,  with  whii  U  they  usually  gathered  the  crowds  of 
mha  uuuftlly  loatbd  about  the  streets.  At  the  close  an  in<iuiry 
iy»  foHowed,  at  whit'L  iliruct  personal  conversation  was  had  with 
lea*  Thofle  tnct.'tiugft  wt^fu  continued  until  the  summer  months, 
anowtJ  direct ly  cold  weuthtjr  sets  in. 

*.ssy,  Des  Moines^  Iowa, 

eottttgo  prayw  mcf^tiogs  even  better  than  the  open-air  meetings, 
fctioii  di9iiri<!ted  tht^  city,  and  appointed  certain  of  their  members  to 
mtH.4ln^.  The  peopjy  were  always  glad  to  receive  them,  being 
mans  d*^titut(3  *jf  thurfh  ijrivileges.  Others  would  come  in,  and 
id  of  praying  tiriithere  whu  ihus  gathered  were  blessed  themselves 
$  ft  UluBBitig  for  fibers. 

Stimrt,  Phihvklphia,  Pa.,  said, 

ut  inlti  Iht^  liighwiiy  and  mmpel  them  to  come  in"  is  the  command 
;  und  if  you  wort*  to  ask  me,  as  the  president,  for  several  years,  of 
laBocifttioDB,  wlmt  meflsurw  lias  been  the  most  successful,  under  God, 
J  souk,  I  would  aity  it  wn^  going  into  the  highways  and  by-ways 
the  Wdi^k,  and  preachiuir  Josus  Christ  and  Him  crucifieil,  aud  from 
teodeiit  of  the  New-YorU  Missions,  Kev.  Geo.  J.  Mingeus,  to  the 
H  far  fM  Pacitic^  t>n  the  voaat  of  Oregon,  we  can  [)oint  you  to  souls 
ta  their  downward  way  to  hell  by  the  efforts  of  street  preachers, 
iSLf  pT*«chiiig  the  uftseari  liable  riches  of  Christ.  Brethren,  let  us 
ate,  and  preadi  the  Gusjffe'I  on  Mondays,  on  Saturdays,  and  on  every 
reok.  that  these  young  nun  who  are  hastening  on  to  death  may  be 
7bnst,  Whon  last  i  riaurued  from  London,  I  was  asked  "What 
1 1  utcp>fltmg  sight  I  mw  there  ?"  I  saw  the  Queen,  I  saw  Buckingham 
litt^l  th«  CryBtal  I'alaCf.  but  the  most  interesting  sight  that  1  saw 
iii»;  I  iii^kud  au  tiitunL'ut  IJaptist  minister  where  I  could  see  the  devil 
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in  all  his  power  ?  "  At  the  Seven  Dials ;  but  you  dare  not  go  there  alone.  You 
must  take  two  policemen  with  you."  I  said,  *'  take  me  there."  It  was  near  the 
hour  of  midnight.  We  were  in  the  very  centre  of  wickedness,  of  fallen  womeo 
by  the  hundred,  if  not  by  the  thousand — in  the  midst  of  pickpockets,  and 
thieves,  and  gamblers,  and  drunkards,  and  everything  that  goes  to  make  up  the 
army  of  the  Wicked  One ;  but  oh  I  how  my  heart  burned  within  me  when, 
under  a  lamp  post,  I  saw  two  feeble  Christian  young  men  standing  upon  a  boot- 
black's box,  reading  from  God's  word,  and  preaching  Jesus  Christ,  with  stara- 
mering  tongues,  but  with  a  heart  full  of  love,  to  an  audience  of  thieves  and 
pickpockets,  and  the  most  degraded  human  beings  of  every  class.  And,  as  1 
saw  the  tears  roll  down  their  cheeks,  I  thanked  God  for  Christian  young  men 
who  will  stand  up  and  preach  the  Gospel,  even  to  the  fallen  creatures  of  the 
Seven  Dials." 

R  R  McBurney  called  for  Mr.  Eraminger,  of  Mansfield,  0.,  bul 
the  President  announced  that  the  time  allotted  for  the  discussioc 
of  this  topic  had  expired,  \Aereupon,  on  motion,  the  time  was 
extended  15  minutea  After  the  Convention  had  joined  ir 
singing 

"  Follow  the  paths  of  Jesus," 

Lang  Sheaf,  of  Cincinnati,  spoke  of  the  recent  great  revival  ii 
that  city,  during  which  over  2,000  sculs  were  converted,  mow 
than  150  of  whom  were  led  to  the  Saviour  by  the  instrumentalitj 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association.  Open-air  meetings  had  not  been  i 
success  with  them,  but  in  the  rooms,  in  private  prayer,  soul  aftei 
soul  had  been  bom  into  the  kingdom.  A  member  of  the  Cincin 
nati  Press,  who  went  to  report  a  sermon,  was  converted,  and  ii 
now  studying  for  the  ministry. 

In  response  to  numerous  calls,  J.  II.  Emminger,  of  Mansfield 

0.,  rose  and  said,  that 

At  the  Detroit  Convention,  D.  L.  Moody  told  him  to  go  home  and  work.  Im 
mediately  on  reaching  home  they  organized  themselves  into  a  devotional  com 
mittee,  and  resolved  that  no  one  who  could  not  stand  up  in  the  city  and  e\yea\ 
for  Jesus,  should  bo  allowed  to  go  into  the  country  to  preach.  After  the  Port 
land  Convention,  they  had  twenty-four  out-stations  to  supply.  The  pereoni 
who  were  willing  to  go  and  speak,  placed  themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  Com 
mittoe,  who  had  blanks  prepared,  which  were  filleil  out  as  occasion  required 
authorizing  such  and  such  persons  to  go  to  specified  places  and  hold  meetings.  I^ 
one  place,  last  winter,  at  which  they  held  meetings,  over  100  were  converted 
They  then  determined  to  hold  meetings  in  every  house  in  Mansfield.  These 
meetings  were  conducted  by  laymen,  and  were  attended  with  great  result* 
Their  plan  of  visiting  was,  to  give  blanks  to  the  visitors  for  the  purpose  of  col 
lecting  statistics,  showing  the  number  of  children  within  a  given  district,  the 
number  of  persons  in  each  and  their  ages,  their  temporal  and  spiritual  condi- 


37 


^  'thftt  that  plan  Imd  been  frmnd  of  singular  use  as  a  basis  for 
rt.  He  gave  the  foil  owing-  as  the  Statistics  of  the  Fourth  Ward  : 
ion  in  ward,  l,y01  ;  number  of  church  members,  604;  number  at- 
lar,  474  ;  number  attending,  occasional,  209  ;  number  of  children 
.  384  ;  namber  of  cbiltlrttn  between  5  and  21  years,  690  ;  number 
School  aeholars,  Ev^angelical,  408;  number  of  Sabbath  School 
olics,  37  ;  numbt»r  of  children  nol  enrolled,  252 ;  number  of  adults 
charch,  260. 

lass,  of  Baltimores  stated  that  they  had  found  the  Em- 
nd  Boarding  House  Committee  a  great  help. 

>ert  McMillan,  of  Newcastle,  Pa., 

i©  huldittg  of  cottage  meetings.  Some  men  will  not  attend  the 
refore,  we  must  go  to  them.  Their  Association  had  a  Committee 
'rajer  Meetings;  they  dividt?<l  the  city  into  five  districts— each 
i  a  Beparuta  cUairroan,  who  wt;Dt  to  the  head  of  every  household, 
nr  perml&Mon  to  hold  mL^otingi  at  their  houses,  and  never  were 
They  would  oommeDce  the  meeting  by  a  moment  of  silent  prayer, 
lieini  of  eveiy  Christian  present  ascended  to  God  for  a  blessing  on 

mver,  New  London^  Coon.j  said  they  had  succeeded 
:>rs  and  others  who  congregated  on  the  docks  by 
,here 

snded  time  for  this  discussion  having  expired,   the 

**  Rescue  the  Perishing," 

iE  a  quartette  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Doane,  and  Miss  Julia 
Miss  Jennie  Barker,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Hon.  S.  S. 
fVashington* 

lident  Cowles  in  the  Chair. 

rention  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  third 

we  be^i  Impress  upon  our  Members  and  the  Community 
ktion  of  t^ie  Permanency  of  these  Societies  ?" 

r.  Cree,  of  Pittsbuig,  remarked,  that 

a  one  m  the  CouTention  reallze^l  the  importance  of  this  question 
did.  Into  nearly  every  town  in  which  he  had  gone,  he  had  found 
wreck  of  an  Assodatiun  that  liad  passed  away.  The  difficulty 
who  have  btum  int^sreeted  to  believe  that  the  new  organization 
^  in  the  wakt;  of  thp  old  onti.  It  is  difficult  to  persuade  them  that 
itttion  wiU  last  m^ore  than  m%  mcwths.    They  would  not  risk  their 
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reputation  by  coming  into  an  Association  that  had  been  so  short  lived.  There 
was  a  question  at  one  time  asked  as  to  whether  the  Church  of  Christ  would  be 
permanent,  and  the  answer  then  was,  that  the  Church  of  Christ  would  never 
die,  though  it  might  rest  in  obscurity  for  ages,  because  it  was  founded  and 
established  by  Christ  himself.  But  we  cannot  say  this  of  the  Associations  unlesa 
we  say  what  we  have  done,  as  Christ  did  when  he  took  the  seventy  and  sent  them 
out  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

The  first  question  that  wo  meet  is,  "  How  are  we  to  prove  the  need  of  each 
an  organization,  and  that  the  need  will  always  exist  V  There  are,  in  all 
branches  of  science,  specialties.  So,  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  we  have  the  Sun- 
fkiy  School  and  its  specialties,  and  the  Association  is  another  one  of  tlie 
specialties  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Those  in  the  work  understand  this,  those 
who  are  not  do  not.  The  work  is  largely  among  young  men,  and  is  per- 
fonned  by  young  men.  Between  them  there  exists  a  bond  of  Union.  So  8f)OD 
08  all  feel  this,  there  is  a  bond  of  sympathy  running  between  all  parties.  This 
common  interest  also  creates  a  sympathy  with  the  several  Churches.  I  recoiled 
a  young  man  who  lost  a  splendid  situation  that  j'ielded  him  $5,000  a  year,  bj 
giving  way  to  temptation.  He  was  out  of  employment  and  in  distress.  He 
rould  not  go  to  Clitirch,  but  he  came  to  the  Association  Rooms  from  day  to  day 
and  we  talked  with  him  and  prayed  with  him,  and  he  was,  as  we  believed  and 
hoped,  fully  converted.  He  fell,  but  after  a  week  came  back  to  our  rooms  like  a 
repenting  prodigal.  I  talked  with  him  and  prayed  with  him.  He  came  to  the 
prayer  meeting  that  night  perfectly  sober.  We  gave  him  the  right  hand  o1 
fellowship,  and  hope  he  has  been  finally  restored.  That  is  the  work  wc 
have  to  do  among  young  men,  and,  if  we  can  get  our  members  to  realize  that 
there  is  a  work  for  each  member  to  do,  then  we  will  find  that  the  Association 
cannot  fail. 

The  young  men  coming  from  other  parts  find  specialties  that  are  adapte<] 
for  them  in  the  Association,  and  whatever  is  most  fitting  for  young  men  to  do  is 
the  work  adapted  for  the  Association.  What  we  ought  to  do  is  to  get  then 
i  nto  the  particular  work  for  which  they  are  adapted. 

We  also  want  to  convince  our  members  that  we  are  a  permanency,  and  thai 
wo  are  bound  so  to  be,  if  we  can  get  the  brethren  to  do  their  indiN-idual  work 
We  must  have  this  thorough  consecration  to  our  work.  A  gentleman  saic 
yesterday  he  feared  for  the  permanency  of  his  Association.  I  was  in  his  towi 
not  long  ago,  when  there  was  a  meeting  appointed  by  the  Association,  anc 
thirteen  strangers  were  there,  but  no  member  to  take  charge  of  the  meeting. 

Brethren,  I  want  to  put  our  standard  high,  and  have  as  active  members  onlj 
those  who  are  personal  Christians,  who  love  the  Lord  vJesus  and  will  work  foi 
Him  ;  then  there  will  not  be  any  danger  of  our  Associations  dying  out. 

But  it  is  important  to  have  a  permanent  building.  Would  any  one  questioi 
the  permanency  of  the  New-York  Association,  with  its  building  erected  at  acoe 
of  $500,000,  or  that  of  the  Washington  Association,  with  its  building  erected  a 
a  cost  of  $300,000,  or  that  of  Chicago  or  San  Francisco,  or  our  little  town  o 
Bethleliem,  Pa.,  where  a  building  was  completed  some  three  years  ago  ?  Ii 
overy  town  we  ought  to  have  buildings  for  our  use.  In  smaller  Associationi 
this  cannot  always  be  done,  neither  are  they  always  required.  They  can  prose 
cute  the  work  aucxjessfully  without  them. 

Then,  again,  how  are  we  to  convince  the  public  and  our  members  of  the  per 
manency  of  the  Associations  ?     By  our  International  and  State  Conventions 


S9 


r  are  to  support  the  weaker,  hy  giving  tliem  opportunity  to  liiteo 
i  hflve  fire,  arid  the  weak  iiutl  cold  nre  to  get  th©  flix?  frcjiu  tboso  wlui 
r  belierts  tliat  tUe  Statu  OiDveniitma  do  even  morei  g<xxl  tbao  the 
1  uatlieriDgs,  althoiigli  we  hear  at  the  latter  all  that  Qod  has  done 
ro  hack  and  tell  tJii?  ^iory. 

M,  Q  Wilkins,  Washington,  D.  Q,  knew  of  dead 
tiSt  and  this  fiict  we  must  not  cover  in  our  desire  ta 

the  shining  hghta  beibre  us.  Thcj  were  dead  because 
1  to  perform  tlieir  legitimate  work. 

D.  W.  Whittle^  Chicago,  told  of  a  church  in  Chic^igo 
estabhshed  a  Ubrary  and  reading-room,  that  was  fiven 
€tive  than  that  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
every  church  ought  tiu  be  furnii^hed :  and  wlten  that 
s,  he  did  not  know  but  what  he  could  work  fi>r  Christ 
the  church;  but  until  lluit  consummation^  although 
have  done  a  great  deal  and  are  becoming  nearer,  there 
'  the  Association. 

larveyT  Erie,  said  if  he  understood  the  ol>ject  of  the 
ms  Christian  Association,  it  was  to  organize  the  Cbris- 
and  power  of  the  young  men  of  the  nation,  to  bring 
ung  men  of  tlie  nation  to  Christ  If  all  were  devoted 
1,  and  the  object  were  attained,  then  the  question  might 
lliall  the  Association  be  permanent?" 

Jurnell,  111. ,  mentioned  several  cases  where,  when  it  had 
ved  to  erect  a  permanent  building,  they  were  astonished 
nevolence  of  men  who  were  not  Christians.  Such  un- 
J  strengthened  public  Hiith  in  the  permanency  of  the 
)ns* 

E.  Davis,  BurUngton,  Yermont,  said,  to  convince  others 
manency  of  the  Associations,  we  must  first  be  thorough 
^n  belief  of  it  If  we  believe  it  ourselves,  we  shall  be 
n  our  working  for  it 

>me,  Cincinnati,  0.,  said,  in  order  to  impress  the  world 
belief  that  the  Associations  would  be  permanent,  it  is 
to  have  workers.  And  of  our  works  it  will  be  said  as 
the  works  of  the  Apostles,  '^  If  the  work  be  of  man  it 
but  if  it  be  of  God  it  will  prevail" 
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Eev.  G.  E.  Tomlinson,  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  said  the  Associations 
must  do  something  if  they  wished  to  convince  the  world  of  their 
permanency.  As  a  clergyman,  he  would  say  that  he  would  neg- 
lect-some of  his  regular  work  rather  than  fail  to  work  with  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  hoped  the  time  would 
come  when  every  young  man  would  regard  himself  as  a  preacher 
of  the  Gospel. 

A  message  received  from  Governor  Baker  stated  :  "  The  latch- 
string  is  out  at  the  State  House,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
receive  any  of  the  Delegates  who  will  call  on  me." 

On  motion  of  R  R  McBurney,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Con- 
vention adjourn  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  allow  Corres- 
ponding Members  to  meet  and  determine  when  the  State  Conven- 
tions shall  be  held 

After  singing,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Day,  of  Indianapolis,  led  in  prayer 
and  pronounced  the  Benediction. 


AFTEENOON  SESSION. 

At  2:30  o'clock  the  Convention  came  to  order  at  the  call  of  the 
President 

The  hymn  was  sung,  commencing 

"Fountain  of  Life  Divina" 

The  Rev.  J.  R  Campbell,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  read  from  I.  Thess., 
5th  chapter,  and  the  Rev.  T.  N.  Haskell,  of  Aurora,  111.,  led  in 
prayer,  after  which  the  hymn  commencing 

"  Arise  and  bless  the  Lord," 
wjis  sung.     The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Chas.  C.  Shirk,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  Rev.  Felix  R  Brunot, 
Chairman  of  the  Indian  Peace  Commission,  was  invited  to  take  a 
seat  on  the  platform. 

Resolutions  being  in  order,  the  following  were  offered  : 
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)arr,  Bridgeport,  Coilil,  in  reference  to  total  abstinence, 
listle,  Phila<:lelphia,  respecting  representation  of  Yoncg 
ttian  Associations  at  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  New- 

>sby,  Grand  Rapids,  Mick,  on  Associations  in  Colleges 

sities. 

all,  York  J  Pa.,  regarding  praise-meetings. 

m\\  Brooklyn,  respecting  government  of  this  Conven- 

land,  W.  Ta.,  respecting  recognition  of  members, 
rk,  Erie,  in  reference  to  distribution  of  religious  read- 
la  vemeyer,  New'-York  City,  respecting  the  object  and 
Evangelical  Alliance ;  also,  one  respecting  observance 
atk 

elcli,   York,  Pel,  on  more  efficient  union  of  Young 
;tian  Associations, 
inkley,  Eichmond,  Ind,  nspecting  Traveling  Evan- 

ew,  Pittsburg,  resolution  to  prohibit  demonsti'ations 

during  the  Convention 

Lchelor,  Scranton,  Pa,,  on  the  questions  of  the  Execu- 

ttee* 

tsy,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  asked  leave  to  read  a  condensed 

e  work  in  Iowa. 

*n  of  Wjxl  Edsall,  Brooklyn,  the  motion  to  read  the 

^bled. 

le  field,  from  the  Devotional  Committee,  reported  the 

motional  Exercises  for  the  day, 

catioBB  were  announced  from  Wm.  S.  Miles,  of 
i  C,  and  one  from  S.  W-  Thompson,  of  Cbarle^ton, 
rred  to  the  Businesf^  Committee. 

ident  Eay  in  the  Chain 

he  Seaman's  Prayer ''  had  been  sung  by  W.  II.  Doane, 
Id  and  Barker  and  Hon.  S  S,  Fisher,  Mr.  Cephas 
■  New-Yorkj  Chairman  of  tbe  Executive  Committee, 
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read  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee.     (This  report  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix.) 

During  a  pause  in  the  reading  of  the  report,  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  of 
Philadelphia,  said  he  noticed  Governor  Baker  among  the  audience, 
and  therefore  moved  that  he  be  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform, 
and,  as  the  Governor  had  welcomed  the  Convention  the  previous 
evening,  that  the  Convention  express  the  vote  by  rising  to  theii 
feet,  and,  while  thus  standing,  join  in  singing  "All  Hail  the 
Power  of  Jesus'  name." 

The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the  Executive  Committee's 
Report,  it  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  th( 
Executive  Committee's  Report 

After  the  Convention  had  united  in  singing, 

"  Christ  for  all  the  world  we  sing," 
And  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Chidlaw,  of  Cincinnati,  had  led  in  prayer, 


THE  QUESTION  DRAWER 

was  opened.  The  first  seven  questions  were  addressed  to  D.  I 
Moody,  of  Chicago.  The  questions  and  replies  given  were  a 
follows : 

1.  Would  you  allow  at  our  Y.  M.  C.  Association  meetings,  members  to  spea 
or  read  essays  against  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ?. . . .  Ans. — Cannot  an8W< 
for  the  Associations,  but  will  for  myself.  My  plan  has  been,  for  many  yeai 
past,  not  to  allow  any  one  in  public  meetings  of  which  I  had  charge  to  abuse  tl 
Catholics  or  say  anything  against  them.  We  often  have  two  or  three  hundrc 
in  Farwell  Hall,  and  to  abuse  them  would  only  drive  them  off. 

2.  How  would  you  act  when  questioned  by  sceptics  or  non-believers  at  oi 
open-air  meetings  ? Ans. — Couldn't  tell  until  the  time  came. 

3.  Is  it  advisable  to  send  those  wanting  Railroad  Passes  from  one  Associatic 

to  another  ? A?is.  Can  speak  from  experience  on  that  point.    We  have  m( 

come  from  different  Associations.  Recently  a  man  came  asking  a  pass  to  Xei 
York  for  himself  and  family,  saying  that  if  they  got  there  the  New- York  Asa 
elation  might  pass  them  to  Ireland.  Five  or  six  daily  come  into  the  oflSce,  ai 
think  the  Association  ought  to  furnish  them  with  passes.  We  are  tc 
mented  by  the  members  of  other  Associations  giving  these  men  to  understai 
that  we  can  procure  passes  for  them.  A  good  many  of  thpni  live  on  IIji 
ciations  all  the  time.  A  man  came  recently  into  the  Chicago  olTic^?,  as  thongb  1 
were  my  most  intimate  friend.  He  was  determined  to  know  mo.  Could  a 
prove  the  acquaintance,  so  he  went  to  the  Secretary  ;  said  he  was  gliid  to  s- 
him,  and  asked  to  borrow  $10.    Cases  of  this  kind  are  coming  coatimmll 
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iVhal  am  I  tt>  do  t"  T  answer,  "  Work  ;  T  liave  to  earri  ii:iy  bread 
cif  mj  bpow," 

lofilpB  to  bo  admitt<?^d  to  or  even  allowf»d  ni  cmr  Aegociation 
Ans. — Thi^y  aro  pretty  dry  prayer  fiio<?tiugi*  if  tlii*y  do  not 

Ixee  admitttid  to  mpmhership  in  tlip  Cliicaijo  ABsociatioi;*?    Are 

ixgp  AflflociatiouH  throughout  tht^  United  Statf«,  and.  if  »>,  witli 

'  .,...An8. — Can  epeak  for  our  own  Aseociation*     Ladies  art?  ad- 

jt  ajs  active  Enembers.    They  have  all  the  privih'gea  of  the  Abso- 

n  not  vote.     Wv-  do  not  want  tht^tn  ehictod  to  otiint^.     Do  not  think 

Lactlj  the  thing  tt*  have  a  lady  ekcttxl  President  of  tlu>  Asai^i'iathjn, 

r.  Mot>dy  ttdl  iif*  if  it  is  not  ln'ttfT  (in  hia  opini*m)  to  follow  np  one  \ 

lerson,  instead  of  epenkinir  with  half  a  do^en,  and  thru  h^avp  thoin  ■  I 

Id  yon  follow  l\n*m  Up?,  * . . .  .Anii. — If  I  had  Imlf  a  dozen  ajisiouH,  ^ 

w  them  all  up,  sare.     If  I   had  hut  one  anxious,  1  would  fVdlow  j 

mre.    Yon  cannot  tell  befoirhand*    Yon  have  to  new  your  judg- 

Etmea  yon  can  do  more  good  by  tatkiu^  to  half  a  doaen,  and  some- 

ing  to  only  on«. 

'e  resquest  the  American  Tract  Society  to  furnish  all  As^ociationH  on 

19  that  Mr.  Balt^y,  of  Dublin.  doi>s  at  the  prt^sent  tirat*. ......  A?i6^- 

tt  ]  on  m  uat  u  ao  their  o w  n  j  nd  gmen  t  abo  u  t  that.  G  et  the  beet  t  ractB 
n  circulating. 

favor  lidtnittlng  l&diee  and  gamef*  into  the  SinietJcs?  . .  ,^1  n^. — 
o  necesaary  connection  hetwetn  praTnL*«  and  Indies.  All  I  can  aay 
%  long  timo  paet  we  have  admitted  htdies  as  ast^ociatt^  Tneudiera. 

0  clafls*^  of  nieiubors.  Our  active  members,  who  arc  memi)ers 
l1  CTinrches,  are  alone  i4igible  to  office  aod  to  vote.  The  others 
m  of  g*»A,  moral  et&ndini:,  and  ladies  who  are  admitted  ai?  aesocinto 
^hese    are  adudlted   to  all    tlie    privileges   of  the    reaiiiu^froi'm, 

Generally,  the  young  men  are  htitter  bebavi.**!  in  the  pre8<*nct:  of 
a  our  experience,  there  has  been  nothing  iniprffper  in  the  conduct 

1  at  all  times,  and  naught  b^t  what  is  worthy  of  imitation  by 
es.     We  do  not  have  any  games» 

r.  McBurney  tell  us  what  amusements  the  N.  Y.  Ass^idation  hiks 
;rsf . .   ,.  .An^^ — ^We  have  a  gymnasium,  bowling  alky  and  ehesa 

an  we  secure  for  universal  use  little  boi:tks  for  free  circulation  V 

.  P,  Rowland,  Boston.^Let  every  Association  get  thts  biKfks  free  if  \ 

wrrote  Henry  Buley.  aiiking  at  what  they  could  be  obtained.  Ho 
le  would  fnruiah  t!ieru  at  one- fourth  priee.  They  thus  come  at 
b, :  600  tracts,  or  4,800  pages,  for  $1.  What  we  waot  is  to  request 
L  Tract  8oej(.'ty  to  call  upon  the  Churches  to  furnish  us  fimds  for 
ni  enable  the  Y.  M,  C.  Association  to  place  this  malerial  in  the 
ry  young  man. 

ndviiable,  nn  a  rttle,  to  employ  a  mlssionjiry  in  connection  with  tho 

Association?. ,...  .j4/^#frrr  by  K.  A.  Burnelh  Aurora,   111.— My 

at  missionaries,  aa  a  rule,   are  n  detriment.      I    know  of   three 

formerly  prominent,  wlio  employed  missionaries,  and  have  failed,  \ 

ned  the  fiuestioni  and  know  that  in  two  of  the  three  cases,  misaion- 
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aries  were  the  cause  of  failure.     The  employment  of  missionarieB  robs  tlie 
Association  of  vitality. 

12.    Would   it    be   advisable    for   the   Associations  to   employ  traveling 

Evangelists  to  awaken  Associations  and  assist  in  revivals? Answer  hj 

D.  L.  Moody. — I  like  them  very  much.  We  have  had  two  or  three  in  Chicago 
and  they  have  done  us  very  much  good. 

18.    Is  it  competent  for  any  Association  to  admit  ladies  to  active  member- 
ship ?    Would  such  action  prevent  affiliation  and  representation  in  this  body  ? 

Amwer  by  Mr.  Brainerd  of  New  York. — As  a  rule,  I  think  it  is  beet  not 

to  admit  ladies  to  active  membership.  I  presume,  however,  that  doing  so  would 
not  preclude  the  Associations  from  representation  in  the  Convention,  upon  male 
membership  only. 

Second  Answer  by  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Washington. — I  think  it  demonstrable 
that  ladies  should  not  become  members  of  our  Association  ;  first,  because  they 
are  not  young  men,  and  next,  because  they  ought,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  every 
place  where  there  are  young  men,  to  form  Young  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tions. These  societies  have  been  formed  in  some  places,  and  in  every  case  they 
have  been  blessed.  They  have  displayed  talents  for  organization  that  have  noi 
been  surpassed.  Third  Answer,  by  Thos.  K.  Cree,  Pittsburg. — I  do  not  think 
it  a  matter  of  very  much  importance.  I  think  that,  in  some  towns  where  there 
are  not  any  Women's  Associations,  and  the  women  are  desirous  to  become  mem- 
bers,  they  might  be  allowed.  In  many  cases  they  would  make  the  best  mem- 
bers. I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  question  about  such  societies  being 
admitted  to  membership  in  the  Convention. 

14.    How  are  the  Associations  of  the  South  progressing? Answer,  bjf 

C.  E.  Chichester,  of  South  Carolina. — Thought  the  very  able  report  of  th€ 
Executive  Committee  gave  more  information  than  he  could  give.  The  Assoda 
tions  throughout  the  South  are  not  progressing  with  that  energy  we  woul(3 
love  to  see.  But  we  think  that  renewed  eflfort  on  the  part  of  the  Executiv* 
Committee  during  the  winter,  would  result  in  the  establishment  of  not  less  thai 
fifty  live  Associations.  The  field  is  already  white  to  the  harvest.  As  a  rule,  ii 
the  South,  they  do  not  know  how  to  work  and  manage  Associations.  Whei 
such  a  brother  as  Geo.  Hall,  of  Washington,  visits  them,  and  shows  them  tha 
he  loves  them,  it  has  a  great  effect.  Then  they  would  organize  Associationi 
everywhere.  And  I  feel  assured  that  if  brothers  Leo  and  Hall,  or  some  othe; 
good  brother,  could  continue  the  effort  next  year,  there  would  be  fifty  Associa 
tions  from  the  South  represented  at  the  next  Convention.  The  brethren  ar< 
looking  for  this  They  want  sympathy.  They  want  your  countenances  there 
They  want  to  be  assured  you  do  not  have  any  very  bad  opinion  of  the  Southen 
people.  The  Association  that  I  represent  (Charleston,  S.  C.)  was  formerly  thi 
model  Association  in  the  United  States.  The  International  Convention  heh 
there,  was  one  of  the  most  glorious  Conventions  ever  held.  Give  us  your  sym 
pathies  and  your  prayers,  and  by  this  fellowship  you  will  do  more  to  recon 
struct  the  South  than  by  any  other  means. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  presented  bj 
Mr.  Wicks,  Chairman.  It  appears  in  detail  in  the  minutes  o 
Friday  morning. 


45 


^obs^  ChicagOj  moved  tbat  the  report  be  left  over  until 
g  aessioB< 

^ident  decided  that  the  whole  report  must  go  on  file,  and 
unfinished  business. 

rotional  Committee  repoi-ted  the  several  prayer  raect- 
J  evening. 

iness  Committee  reported  as  follows : 

Seasion,  in  the  Academy  of  Music :  1st  Order — One 
cussion  of  the  folio wi ng  question  ;  *^  What  is  the  secret 

efficiency  of  Committees  ?"  To  be  opened  by  Hobert 
tey,  of  New- York,  2d  Order— Dieicussion  of  the  ques- 
lat  m  the  best  means  of  securing  Association  build- 

0  be  openetl  by  Geo.  E.  Davis,  of  Yt 

m  Session,  Academy  of  Music,  from  2:30  to  5:30 :  1st 
scussion  of  topic  No,  7  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
xnations  of  America,  not  simply  isolated  organizations 

1  a  loc^l  work,  but  charged  alao  with  the  duty  of  a 
important  service  in  the  Saviour's  name,  for  each  other 
e  young  men  of  the  whole  continent'^  To  be  opened 
s  Brainerd,  of  New* York.  2d  Order — ^Discussion 
L  No,  2  of  the  Executive  Committee,  ''  The  importance 
ng  German  young  men  in  our  ellbrts  for  the  increase  of 
us,  the  character  and  success  of  such  as  liave  been 
made,  and  the  best  i>lans  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
''  To  be  opened  by  Rev.  J.  H,  W,  Stuekenburg,  of 
Pa. 

srenings  Session;  Discus^sion  of  the  question,  **  How 
ich  young  men  coming  into  our  lai^e  cities?"'  Speakei^ 
,  Chidlaw,  Cincinnati ;  Hon,  S.  S.  Fisher,  Washington  ; 
Reynolds,  Peoria,  ID. ;  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia ;  and 
dy,  Chicago. 

ort  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

mmittee  on  Credentialia  armounced  a  partial  report  of 

ers  present  at  the  Convention. 

xology  was  sung,  and  the  Convention  adjourned,  the 

.  Byars  having  pronounced  the  BenedictiocL 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

Before  the  hour  of  commencement,  daspite  the  extreme  liei 
tlie  Academy  of  Music  w<as  densely  crowded  in  every  part  1 
delegates,  their  friends  and  citizens  of  Indianapolis.  Preside 
Maclean  presided,  and  the  Kev.  D.  11.  Moore,  of  Cincinnati,  co 
ducted  the  opening  devotional  exercises. 

On  motion  of  M.  W.  Pond,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  reading  oft] 
minutes  wiis  postponed  to  the  moniing  session,  and  the  Conve 
tion  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  Fourth  Topic, 

'^  How  are  we  to  reach  and  injluence  the  young  men  coming  in 
our  large  towns  T'' 

The  Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  of  Cincinnati,  the  first  speaker,  said, 

The  Biibject  is  one  of  practical  importance.  If  we  could  enable  the  prece 
generation  to  save  the  generation  following,  the  country  will  be  saved,  w 
will  prosper  in  all  its  material  interests.  But  if  we  fail  to  bring  them  mid 
the  influence  of  the  Gospel,  we  may  look  at  the  future  with  sad  foreboding 
It  is  evident  to  every  observer  that  there  is  a  constant  flow  of  young  men  in 
our  large  towns.  These  young  men  are  to  be  preserved  from  sin,  and  their  fe 
planted  on  the  Rock  of  Ages.  Very  many  of  them  are  the  sons  of  men  of  affl 
ence,  whose  parents  have  spent  much  upon  their  education.  But  there  is 
class  not  thus  blessed  with  the  goodly  influences  of  home — ^a  class  who  do  n 
yepreeent  the  graduates  of  our  Sunday-Schools  and  Colleges.  To  reach  the 
young  men,  you  must  go  to  their  places  of  business  and  invite  them  to  yoi 
rooms.    Meet  them  with  sympathy,  and  they  will  easily  be  reached. 

Another  class  the  Association  is  destined  to  bless — not  merely  young  men 
affluence,  who  have  homes  to  cheer  them ;  but  thousands  of  young  men  i 
muscle  and  brain — adventurers :  such  men  are  found  in  great  numbers  in  o\ 
streets.  They  constitute  a  great  class  of  our  common  brotherhood.  They  fa 
into  the  ways  of  sin  ;  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  ought  to  I 
out  and  stop  them  from  running  into  the  highways  of  sin,  and  lake  them  I 
the  hand  with  all  that  is  Christ  like  in  our  hearts,  and  win  them  to  God.  ^^ 
must  go  to  the  man  in  home-spun  as  well  as  to  the  son  of  affluence.  Our  wor 
as  Christian  Associations  is  to  take  hold  of  the  poorest  and  most  helpless:  thi 
is  our  Gospel,  and,  if  it  is,  let  us  throw  around  the  poor  outcast  and  the  degrade 
the  mantle  of  Charity  and  the  Christian  sympathy  of  Jesus  Christ. 

By  request,  11.  Thane  Miller  sang  the  hymn  commencing 

**  Weary  of  wandering  long." 

Tiie  IIoiL  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Wixshington,  D.  C,  said, 

As  I  can  neither  sing  nor  talk  as  well  as  Bro.  Miller,  I  will  speak  his  word! 
Some  time  ago  we  had  a  meeting  in  Cincinnati  of  our  Presbyterian  Churchet 
not  then  united  as  now,  and  the  question  under  discussion  there  was  prett 
much  the  same  as  that  here  to-night — How  shall  wo  gain  the  masses?    Purine 
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,  Bruther  Miller  came  into  the  room,  and,  notwitb standing  iLe 
a  BaptlBt*  wf^  put  blm  on  tho  Btand  aa  Blehop  Miller,  to  6p(mk> 

this  Is  Ilia  speech :  **  Brc^tbren,  if  yon  Jisk  me  how  to  rcAch  the 
!  ttile  answer  to  maXe :  *G<>  for  tbttsn  I"  and  lie  eat  dtiwn.  If  jon 
e  are  to  reach  the  joiing  men,  I  have  this  answer  to  make :  **Qo 
fnny  brothnr  knows  of  any  yuting  man  not  yet  converted,  who  li 
thi;  tide  of  mn,  go  for  hhn,  and  take  tu  liim  the  meeaag^  of  the 
aatora  and  Churches  have  not  fut  reached  the  joung  et rangers  ; 
>sBib!e  tliat  this  great  Young  Men's  Christian  Assoc iaiion — the 

body  of  the  Christian  young  men  of  more  than  oui-  nation — may 
hnrche^  havti  fiiiltx!  to  perform  ?  If  yoa  find,  in  one  place,  tliat 
ngs  can  be  sustained,  why,  in  t?od*B  name,  establish  one  !  But  if 
Loiher  place,  that  tliurels  a  large  foreign  po|mlation  who  will  not 
hem,  why,  hold  prayer  meeting.  Use  every  appliance.  It  is 
r  a  person  so  f^^rtunate  as  to  stand  upon  the  very  ap^x  of  the  North 
kle  that  would  blow  njjon  him  would  be  a  southerly  gale,  and  in 
Q  he  would  Itwk  tow^ard  the  South.  Brethren,  if  t^  attain  the 
Fery  gale  that  blows  will  be  a  southerly  gale  of  prosperity.  It  is 
\  point  tho  way  out  of  the  storm,  and  call  to  each  etmgglin^  man 
'*  Como  aod  plant  your  feet  upon  the  Rock !" 

[.  Stuart,  ofPliikdelpliiaj  remarked^ 

rc^  the  nnlted  Christian  young  men  of  these  United  States  and 
ices,  meet  these  teoniiiig  Tnultitndeist  Not  merelj  thime  who  ore 
>ur  quiet  miuntry  homes,  but  that  vast,  everinereasing  iwpuhition 
^  to  ns  from  the  Old  World.  1  wish  that  I  could  get  every  mem- 
ivention  to  pause  for  jv  moment,  and  biok  at  the  magnitude  uf  tbia 
be  question.  Into  the  port  of  Xew-York,  there  flail,  weekly^  at 
t earners,  to  say  oothing  of  pocket  ships,  entering  there  laden  with 
eight  of  immortal  suuls.  I  svish  I  could  take  any  man  who  has  never 
I  the  seaj^ort  towns  of  Western  EurofH*,  and  show  joit  the  trains  as 

0  the  depots,  cniwd<.«l  with  young  men  who  are  h'a^lng  the  homes 
s  and  the  influet),'es  of  their  mothers,  to  tind  a  home  on  the  Anicri'^ 
k  Think  of  the  iuiluence  these  young  men  art^  to  exert  on  this 
eal  or  for  woe.     Think  of  the  fact  that  these  young  men  are  far 

1  the  inftuencea  that  were  around  them  for  good  in  the  homes  of 
ydj  and  remeniber  that  the  number  of  thone  who  come  thus  to  our 
tinnally  mcri^aaing  year  after  year,  1  bL^ievo  that  the  Y.  M.  C, 
>f  America,  organized  as  they  an?  to  day,  possess  peculiar  facilities 
his  great  tide  of  young  men.  I  believe  that  wo  havu  the  facilities 
ter  Bodety  possesses.  I  always  place  thLs  Inestitution  esubonJinate 
1  of  our  Lonl  and  Saviour  Je^sufl  Christ.  But  in  this  combluation 
wer  that  uo  one  Church  possesses.  Wo  mvet  tliera  not  with  secta- 
ut  to  benefit  their  never-dying  souls.  Then,  how  can  we  do  it  ? 
he  young  man  to  Churcli,  Nest  morning  he  comes  to  you,  and 
e  no  money/'  The  last  dollar  is  gone*  lie  wants  em]>lo>Tuent* 
f)U  do  with  him  ?  Pray  with  him.  That  is  all  well  enough,  but 
Ml  has  no  money,  can  get  not  mug  to  do,  and  is  homeless.  Will 
dm  of  Jesus  on  au  empty  stomach  ?    The  first  thing  is  to  get  him' 

eat.    My  friends  there  is  a  great  deal  of  goejiel  in  iv  warm  cup  of 
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coffee  or  tea,  and  a  piece  of  beef-eteak,  especially  if  it  is  tender.  If  we  had  nc 
recognized  this  principle  years  ago,  the  history  of  the  United  States  ChriBtia 
Commission  never  would  have  been  written.  So  long  as  I  live  I  shall  nev( 
forget  the  countenance  of  a  noble,  but  rough-looking  Indiana  soldier,  whom 
met  commg  from  Gettysbiirg,  as  I  was  going  to  that  field  of  battle.  He  o 
served  the  badge  of  the  Christian  Commission  on  my  coat — as  I  learned  afte 
wards,  he  owed  his  life  to  the  efforts  of  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Coi 
mission.  He  folded  his  arms,  and,  said  he,  "  I  am  not  a  member  of  any  Chord 
but  if  I  live  to  get  home,  I  am  going  to  join  the  Church,  and  I  want  to  join  tl 
Church  that  belongs  to  the  Christian  Commission." 

After  relating  one  or  two  stirring  incidents,  Mr.  Stuart  said,  i 

conclusion, 

Young  men  of  these  Christian  Associations,  arise  in  your  might  and  put  701 
armor  on  ?  Christians,  if  you  would  enjoy  peace  with  God,  taste  the  sweets  < 
doing  good,  and  God  will  bless  yon. 

The  hymn  commencing, 

"  Soldiers  of  Christ  Arise  I" 

was  then  sung,  after  which  William  Eeynolds,  of  Peoria,  111.,  n 

marked, 

That  the  question  under  consideration  was  the  most  important  that  had  ( 
could  come  before  the  Convention.  By  libraries  and  other  means  we  inter© 
many  young  men,  but  fail  to  reach  the  greater  portion.  Man  is  a  social  beini 
and  will  find  society  of  some  kind.  They  need  society  and  home  influenc 
They  need  the  society  of  the  fair  sex.  He  (the  speaker,)  would  not  be  standin 
before  this  audience,  had  it  not  been  for  a  family  in  Philadelphia  who  thre 
open  to  him  their  home,  and  invited  him  to  enter.  But  for  that  influence  I 
would  probably  be  now  filling  a  drunkard's  grave.  Employers  also  have 
duty  to  perform  towards  the  young  men  beyond  that  of  dollars  and  cents, 
is  the  employers'  business  to  know  where  their  young  men  go  after  businei 
hours.  Showing  them  we  have  an  interest  in  them  is  a  stimulus  to  prompt  thai 
to  good  and  noble  endeavors.  I  wish  you  to  throw  open  your  doors.  Give  t 
these  young  men  who  have  to  spend  long  and  lonely  evenings  a  diversion,  an 
invite  them  to  your  homes.  The  speaker  then  plead  earnestly  for  the  refomie 
prisoners,  large  numbers  of  whom  are  continually  being  released.  They  war 
to  be  saved,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  take  them  by  the  hand  and  lift  them  up,  an 
give  them  to  feel  that  there  is  yet  a  bright  future  for  them.  The  livest  Y.  M.  ( 
Association  in  Illinois,  to-day,  is  in  the  State  Prison  at  Joliet,  numbering  ove 
400.  There  are  noble  young  men  in  these  prisons  who  were  subjected  t 
great  temptations,  under  which  we  would  have  fallen  had  not  the  grace  of  Go 
saved  us. 

Mrs.  Halford,  of  Indianapolis,  sang, 

"  Nearer  my  God  to  Thee," 

After  which  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  delivered  the  closing 
addresa    Said  he, 
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That  IB  whiit  we  have  been  ttriiig"  to  get  at.  We  hare  been  liftc>eii 
:>  gt?t  at  Jl,  and  bavo  not  fally  Btic<5eeded.  How  ia  reach  joim^ 
fltuali  word  ;  it  eom*:;8  Tight  acrosa  our  path,  and  we  cannot  get 
aot  pTt?teiid  to  lie  wiser  than  all  thow  who  have  gotit^  btf^ro  me, 
at  the  best  way  is  to  tear  out  a  kmf  from  the  books  of  our  own  ex- 
tch  one  naust  do  aomothmg.  There  nmj  be  eome  perB>(>ns  who 
J.  Well,  write  to  them  ;  keep  on  writing  to  tb«m.  Also  writa 
fttion  of  the  dtj  where  they  are,  and  Bay,  **  John  Jones  haa 
iey,  and  can  bo  found  in  auch  a  street.     Will  you  not  go  and  hunt 

it  at  oace,  so  that  the  Afi8M>ciation  can  be  the  first  to  rtiacli  h!m  ^ 
hey  will  have  most  influence  over  Mm.  If  vou  do  not  gH  lioldof 
has  b^n  iu  ihe  city  tht^e  monthe,  H  will  Ihj  very  bard  to  get  liold 

The  devil  sets  a  snare  iijx>n  every  young  man*  Mr*  Moodj'  then 
ig  details  of  the  mode  in  which  the  Chicago  Aedociation  stiught  to 
ung'  men.  On  Bund  ay  evooingft  the  members  of  the  ABBoei&tion 
Ives  on  every  bridge  creasing  tlie  river,  leading  t(j  the  central 
y,  and  iatite  every  young  man  to  the  Farwell  Hall  mijeting* 
?ffl  tLm  called  "  yoke  fellows*"  Near  the  Hall  dcjor  the  beet  look- 
ctivo  young  men  are  plactMl,  and  theat^  press  the  straD^t^rs  into 
era!  of  the  Churches  have  now  organized  these  "yoke  fellows,'* 
is  that  those  which  were  formerly  ahuost  empty  are  now  filled, 
day  evening  we  have  a  gathering  calltH:!  the  Strangers'  Social. 
r  is  invited  to  be  there,  and  become  acquainted  w!th  tbc  members 
lion*  None  of  the  members  are  allowed  to  sjieak  lon^^r  than 
and  if  one  gets  '-prosy/'  I  tell  him  that  we  will  heur  from  6t>me 

speak  out  plejnly — no  mistake*  Then,  when  all  is  at  whit© 
r  the  first  stranger,  and  ask  him^  '*  You  are  a  stranger^  are  you? 
n  yon.  Are  you  a  Christian t"  **  No,  sir!"  "  Well,  don't  you 
f '  '*  Yes,  sir  !'*  Then  our  young  Christians  "  ei>ot  him !"  They 
md  follow  up  the  capture. 

Imployinunt  Bureau  has  done  a  great  work     La^  year  we  pro-  ^U 

9  for  5,000  young  men.     Thus  the  Asaociation  has  a  claim  upon  ^mt 

r  cannot  help  but  love  It*  If  it  coat  the  Christian  yjf>iing  men 
verythingp  the  young  men  must  l)e  saved.  They  want  to  see  men 
att*ly  in  earnest*  If  we  are  in  earnest,  then  we  shall  reach  them, 
what  you  are  doing  when  you  bring  these  young  tnt^n  into  the 
One  may  become  a  White 5 eld,  another  a  Wesley,  am!  another 
,  A  kind  word  rescued  Charles  Morton  when  a  drunknnl,  and 
>reaent  powerful  Superintendent  of  Mr.  Beecher*s  Bethel  Mission 
rbe  si>eaker  concluded  with  a  passionately  earnePt  appeal  to  the 
be  reconciled  to  Gt>d  '*just  now.^* 

Miller  led  in  a  prayer,  after  wliich  the  *'  Invitation  to 
"  was  sung.  Subsequently  four  stanzas  of  "Come 
5Pe  sung,  with  deep  feeling.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Morehaus^ 
Mick,  pronouncecl  the  BeuedictioUj  and  the  Conven- 
ed, 
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THIRD  DAY.— MORNING  SESSION. 

Indianapolis,  June  24 

The  Convention  met  in  the  Academy  of  Music  at  nine  o'clocl 
President  Maclean  in  the  chair. 

The  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  read  a  portion  of  Scrij 
tures,  and  the  Rev.  Mason  Gallagher,  of  Duleith.  Minn.,  led  i 
prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  previous  sessions  were  read  an 
approved. 

Communications  were  announced  from  Samuel  Nash,  of  Live 
pool,  England,  and  from  J.  T.  Johnston,  of  Lexington,  Ky. 

Resolutions  on  the  following  subjects  were  presented  : 

1.  On  the  Sabbath,  by  J.  C.  Havemeyer,  New-Tork. 

2.  On  the  International  Lecture  Bureau  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Assodatioii,  1 
,E.  M.  Boynton,  Brooklyn. 

3.  On  the  formation  of  Women's  Christian  Associations  in  various  pai 
of  the  country,  by  Wm.  Stickney,  Washington,  D.  C. 

4.  Regarding  Associations  aiding  young  men  to  the  Ministry,  by  £. 
Chichester,  South  Carolina. 

5.  A  manual  for  the  Associations,  by  T.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C. 

6.  Representation  to  Convention,  by  T.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  motion  of  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia,  the  Report  of  t 
Committee  on  Resolutions  was  taken  up,  item  by  item,  as  follow 

1.  The  resolution  referring  to  Associations  in  Colleges. — Referred  to  theCc 
mittee  on  Associations.     Report  adopted. 

3.  The  resolution  respecting  Praise  Meetings. — Referred  to  the  Busin 
Committee.    Report  adopted. 

3.  Selection  of  Delegates. — The  Committee  reported  that  action  on  this  re 
lution  was  unnecessary,  it  being  covered  by  a  resolution  of  the  Montreal  C 
vention.    The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

4.  As  to  Relation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  to  the  Churches 
This  was  covered  by  a  resolution  of  Portland  Convention.    Report  approved. 

5.  Respecting  Temperance. — Action  precisely  same  as  on  the  4th  resolutioi 

6.  In  regard  to  the  resolution  on  Applause,  the  Conmiittee  reported  the 
lowing  subtitute : 

Resohedy  That,  during  the  business  meetings  of  the  Convention,  the  memt 
-desist  from  all  noisy  demonstrations  of  approbation  or  disapprobation,  as  inc 
sistent  with  the  religious  character  of  the  Convention. — Laid  on  the  table. 

7.  German  Associations. — The  Committee  reported  as  follows : 
JResdvedy  That  our  Christian  Associations  should  extend  to  our  German  fell< 

citizens  their  earnest  sympathy,  and  endeavor  to  gather  their  young  men  witi 
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!e;  WJi^t  whera  tlie  necegBltj  ma^^  exist,  ahouJd  encourage  tbe 
torniftn  A8sorititif>ii8.— Lnld  over  until  afler  tlie  dJacuBaitm  on  the 
iD&n  ABaociations. 
'  Prftyer. — The  reading  of  the  original  reflolutiDn  wag  called  for. 

As  gre&t  bleflaiDga  have  followed  the  ohservance  of  the  week  of 
is  ne<?ei8anlj  a  union  service, 

bat  it  bt5  the  doty  of  Associations,  wherever  located,  in  city,  town 
:>  make  the  most  complete  &rmnfc^ment8  to  secure  it  a  gi^neml 

nmittee  reportefl  against  the  resolutioTi,  coDsideriiig 
the  duty  and  pririlege  of  the  Churches  alone. 

Stnartj  of  Philadelphia^  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
g  report : 

ive  jeam  ago  different  periods  had  been  observefl  by  the  8€?veral 
Philadelphia  Then  the  ABflo*:ifttiim  invittni  tliG  piifttors  to 
>oint  a  time  fnr  all.  This  onier  hail  ever  since  been  succe^fully 
m  cnneciineni^t:  vrtiBn  noanimouB  observaiiee.  Bat  if  the  paBtora 
nt  another  day,  he  hoped  the  Associatloua  would  have  the  wisdom 
1  the  othera. 

urney  aaid^ 

3fftdeddedly  opiioavd  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  In  its  present 
pe<l  the  report  of  the  Committee  would  be  suatained.  He  thouptbt 
must  unwarranted  a^siuoptionp  on  the  ptirt  of  the  Aasociatinnfn,  to 
tors  to  nieot  them  for  the  piirpi^so  of  making  arranji-Mnientti  fur  the 
the  week  of  pray (^T,  In  cities  in  which  branches  of  tho  Evnugulknl 
t,  the  adnptjoo  of  the  cnuree  prtiposed  by  Mr.  Stuart  would  place 
ms  in  a  position  which  would  be  supremely  ridiculoua.  As  young 
id  be  modest,  and  not  aeek  to  interfere  with  matters  which  do  not 

ks,  Chairman  of  the  Committee^  araeoded  the  resolu- 
Iding  the  words,  **  Whei^ver  the  churches  of  the 
re  not  made  any  such  arrangement^'' 

irt  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the  resolution,  a-s 
vnB  adopted, 

recognition  of  mpmbera,  the  original  resolution  rrad :  That  a 
tliree  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  roport  a  plan  Ijy  which  the 
'VB  of  the  Yoong  Men's  ChriBtian  AssociHtioo  may  be  able  to  rc»C4)g- 
er.  Tabled  on  the  reeomniendation  of  the  Committee, 
o  the  distribution  of  reading  maitor :  Ec^dnd,  That  meaRurefl 
this  Convention  to  se?ourf*  permission  from  the  various  railroad 

attncfi  to   ea("h  i>a9i?cn^r  coach  apjiropriate  boscL-fi  in  which  to 
lie  religious  reading  matter,  aud  that  the  different  Young  Mc?n's 
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Christian  Associations  along  the  lines  of  railroads  be  requested  to  keep  8ai< 
boxes  supplied  with  such  reading  matter. 

On  motion  of  D.  L.  Moody  the  resolution  was  placed  in  th 
question  drawer,  to  be  answered  by  L.  P.  Eowland,  Jr.,  of  Bostor 

Vice-President  Fisher,  in  the  chair. 

11.    As  to  laymen  or  institutes,  the  resolution  read: 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  lay  members  of  our  Associations  are  actively  engage 
in  teaching  and  preaching  the  Gospel ;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable  that  this  work  should  be  done  in  the  most  efficiei 
manner;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Associations  the  organization  of  La; 
men's  Institutes,  in  which  the  young  men  may  receive  practical  instruction  i 
regard  to  the  best  manner  of  conducting  religious  meetings,  and  of  presentin 
religious  truth.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Business. 

All  that  portion  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutior 
not  referred  to  other  Committees,  was  then  adopted. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  next  regular  order— dij 
cussion  of  the  Fourth  Topic, 

"  What  is  the  Secret  of  Securing  the  efficiency  of  Committees  T' 

R  R    McBurney,  of  New-York,   opened  the  discussion,  2 

follows : 

If  there  is  a  secret  about  this  subject  I  have  not  discovered  it.  But  of  01 
thing  I  am  sure,  that  in  order  to  secure  a  thing  you  must  persistently  labor  f( 
its  accomplishment. 

1.  To  secure  efficient  Committees  you  must  have  an  efficient  President,  wl 
shall  make  the  work  of  each  Committee  an  object  of  special  prayer  and  stud; 
and  be  so  familiar  with  the  needs  of  the  locality  as  to  appoint  no  Committer 
except  such  as  are  needed. 

2.  He  should  not  appoint  Committees,  and  especially  Chairmen,  at  hap-ha 
ard.  He  should  carefully  instruct  any  person  whom  he  may  appoint  as  Chai 
man,  privately,  as  to  his  duties  and  the  work  of  his  Committee,  if  he  should  I 
ignorant  of  them,  that  he  may  not  find  out,  when  he  meets  his  Commiite 
that  the  least  influential  members  of  it  know  more  than  he  of  its  work,  an 
thus  become  discouraged.  Occasional  meetings  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Cou 
mittees  should  be  called  by  the  President,  at  his  house,  for  general  discussici 
of  the  work.  General  meetings  of  all  the  Committees  of  an  Associaiio 
have  been  found  beneficial.  On  such  occasions  some  simple  refreshment  shoal 
be  provided. 

3.  The  President  should  attend,  with  frequency,  the  meetings  of  each  Coi: 
nilttee,  but  should  not  actually,  or  in  appearance,  assume  the  place  of  tl 
Chairman. 

4.  If,  notwithstanding  his  care  and  study  in  the  appointment  of  Committee 
the  President  should  find  some  man  not  qualified  for  the  work  for  which  ho  wi 
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should  remove  Mm  immedifttelj,  or  tmnsfor  Mm  to  some  C4im- 
ich  ha  may  be  better  qimlifiod. 

ommittee  aboald  moet  regularly,  at  least  once  a  moBtli,  of  whleli 
be  given  to  each  member. 

airman  eltould  open  the  meetinpi  promptly  at  the  lime  appoint c-d* 
a  quarinr  of  tbe  Gommittet?  be  prtm^nt.  There  Bliould  be  no 
on  ajccf>iint  of  the  absence  of  a  quorum. 

set  in  g  »honld  be  cond  acted  with  Si^^riousnees,  and  bo  opened  with 
■ciaea.  wliicli  sliould  Imve  a  direct  beariag^  on  the  work  of  the  Com- 
ibling  talk  should  not  tw*  allowed;  the  work  of  the  Committee 
efnlly,  serionsilv  and  promptly  diHeUftaed. 

^'iltig  ahouki  clo^  a^  auoa  as  the  busiiieas  which  haa  called  its 
sther  aliall  have  been  finislied. 

atrmati  should  study  each  member  of  his  Committcfe.  If  a  member 
I  the  meeting  ke  ahouJd  be  visited  immediately  to  ascertain  the 
ahiieDcts.  Should  the  member  continue  to  neglect  hia  work,  be 
nediately  dropped  from  the  Committee. 

bainnan  should  occasionally  invito  the  membera  of  Ma  Committee 
0  tea.  if  he  hat*  one ;  if  oot,  some  member  of  the  Committee  ought 
to  give  an  invitation, 

^cessive  monthly  meetings  of  the  Association ,  the  work  of  each 
lould  be  diseua^ml,  thu  diacu»siou  to  be  preoedetl  by  an  essay, 
contain  all  tlie  Informaiiou  pusuible  as  to  the  manner  in  wMcli  the 
!ommittec  under  conaideration  ia  pro^^cutetl  in  other  places, 
m  ahoulcl  bo  rt?<iuire<i  at  each  meeting  of  the  Asgociation  from  the 
each  C^:irjiniJttee,  Matters  of  a  diacouraging  character  ahovild  not 
>  the  Association, 

dy  asked : 

low  your  Com  mitteea  to  ran  the  Aesoolatiou  into  debt^  or  contract 
Board  of  Managers  to  pay  1 

\  iirncy  replied ; 

litti^  G&Q  ei[pend  any  money  not  previously  appropriated  to  it  by 
Directors. 

irop,  of  Newark,  a.sked  Mr,  McBurney  liovir  he  wouki 
he  principle  laid  down  in  liia  rerniu'ks^  that  no  meeting 
postponed  for  the  want  of  a  quorum,  in  eases  where  a 
jen  estahlished  m<aking  a  certain  nurabcr  of  members  a 

rhe  working  Q>mmitteeB  of  an  Association  should  have  no  such 

^homas^  Hamilton,  Orit^  tiionglit  he  had  discovered  the 
Bcieucy  of  Committee.^.     No  penson  ought  to  accept  a 
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the  Committees  unless  he  had  the  ability  to  peribrm  « 
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the  duties ;  and,  if  his  heart  was  in  the  work,  God  would  giv 
him  the  necessary  ability ;  but  if  he  fails,  he  ought  to  see  it  to  b 
his  duty  to  resign. 

Ed.  A.  Wilson,  Springfield,  IlL,  believed  in  dropping  a  mem 
ber  if  he  neglected  his  duty,  and  appointing  another  in  his  place 

J.  H.  Emminger,  of  Mansfield,  0.,  asked  Mr.  McBurney,  "D< 
you  allow  your  Committees  to  do  any  work  outside  of  the  Devc 
tional  Committee  without  its  being  submitted  to  the  Board  o 
Managers  ?" 

Answer — Our  Committees  are  appointed  to  do  a  given  worl 
If  they  wish  to  go  out  of  that  line,  they  consult  the  Executiv 
Committee,  which  has  many  of  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Dire( 
tors,  and  meets  twice  a  week. 

P.  B.  Simons,  Philadelphia,  said  a  great  fault  was,  that  the  & 
cretary  was  lefl  to  do  all  the  work  for  the  Committee. 

M.  W.  Johnson,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  said  the  Chairman  generall 
did  the  work  if  any  is  done.  Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  bett( 
for  the  Chairman  to  select  the  members  of  the  Committee  instea 
of  being  appointed  by  the  President 

Answer  by  Mr.  McBurney — I  think  the  President  should  a] 
point  all  the  Committees. 

George  E.  Lovejoy,  Lowell,  Mass.,  said, 

In  our  Sunday  School  work,  if  -we  want  a  good  teachers'  meeting,  the  fir 
thing  we  have  to  do  is  to  get  the  teachers  there.  In  like  manner,  if  you  wai 
good  Committee  meetings  or  good  Committee  work,  you  must  get  them  thei 
How  do  you  get  them  there  ? 

Mr.  McBurney  said, 

The  Secretary  of  each  Committee  sends  a  printed  notice  to  each  member. 

Moses  W.  Pond,  Boston,  said, 

If  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  knows  exactly  what  his  duties  are,  he  wi 
take  pains  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  each  member  of  the  Comm 
tee.  Then  when  they  meet  he  will  find  them  prepared  to  go  to  work.  Th* 
should  meet  socially,  talk  together,  and  get  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  boi 
ness.  Our  great  difiioulty  is,  the  members  of  the  Committee  do  not  know  wh 
is  to  be  done. 

H.  C.  Studley,  Washington, 

Had  found  from  experience,  that  the  Chairman  had  all  to  do.    One  war 
obviate  this,  is  to  put  work  upon  each  member  of  the  Committee.    Give  oi 
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evangi^li<»l  work,  another  of  the  jail  work,  another  of  the  dietri- 
\B,  iknd  ODC^  m  a  week  the  Chairman  should  call  them  together, 
Ptim  eajch  of  th*?m  wHat  tht-f  have  been  doing  ;  and  in  that  way 
Jl  Ibcee  different  channels  fnutful  of  good  results  every  month. 

ewj  Pittsburg,  remarked,  that  if  we  could  not  get  our 
i  to  work  for  Cbriat^  and  they  did  not  show  finiits  of 
,  they  ought  all  to  be  discharged 

rentioti  joined  in  singing,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
>phas  Brainerd  led  in  prayer, 
[ague,  Toronto,  Ont,  tlioaght 

y  wajB  to  pat  quite  young  tuen,  who  had  life  in  them,  upon  the 
If  vou  do  not  g^  tho  ytmnj^'-  men  to  work  you  will  get  into  a  dead 
le  that  will  take  all  the  Liiirt  out  of  your  work.  These  young 
iditig  tAltitit  and  budding  j  adif ment,  and  will  become  wiser  every 
m  QB.  A  Committee^  thus  givmg  you  constant  accessions  of  life  and 

m  of  Samuel  CupplfB^  St  Louis,  discussion  of  this 
\s  now  closed. 

jident  Stuart  in  the  chair. 

fFter,  of  the  Eusincsj^  Committee,  submitted  a  special 
le  resolution  ofifered  by  H.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  in 
aymcn's  Institutes. 

unittee  reported  the  original  resolution,  and  recom- 
t  the  regular  order  be  changed  to  allow  the  Rev.  H. 
f  Cincinnati,  to  address  the  Convention  for  fifteen 
the  subject 
rt  was  accepted. 

Srainerd  moved  to  ameud,  so  as  to  allow  the  Eev.  Mr. 
uinuteSj  and  the  Convention  also  ten  minutes,  in  which 
be  question* 

amended  so  as  to  allow  thirty  minutes  for  the  discus- 
iiuk's  being  allotted  to  Mr.  Moora  The  motion  as 
aded,  prevailal. 

*e  began  by  rapidly  tracing  the  history  of  the  Asso- 
>m  their  unpromiaing   commencement  to  their  pre- 

proportioDsu  Reverting  also  to  the  condition  and 
cation  of  the  people,  he  said. 
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Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  the  men  who  pasBed  through  our  colleges  and  nn 
versities  were  not  any  better  prepared,  and,  taking  all  things  into  consideratioi 
were  not  as  well  prepared  to  enter  upon  the'  business  of  life,  or  any  one  of  th 
professions  as  are  our  young  men  and  women  who  graduate  from  our  Hig 
Schools  to-day.  They  had  the  intelligence  that  comes  not  from  the  book  be 
from  society.  Society  is  in  these  latter  days  adjusting  itself,  and  intelligenc 
goes  in  at  the  pores,  and  our  young  men  and  young  women  who  graduate  froi 
our  Grammar  Schools  to-day,  are  ready  to  take  hold  of  the  questions  that  agitat 
society  with  a  muscular  force.  The  day  of  dress  parade,  and  the  gathering  t< 
gether  of  Church  members  on  the  Sabbath  morning  and  night,  and  in  the  Wee 
nesday  night  prayer  meeting  simply,  has  gone  past.  Nor  is  this  saying  anj 
thing  at  all  against  the  proper  province  of  the  ministry,  or  the  prerogatives  ( 
Churches,  but  our  congregations  to  day  are  working  men  and  women.  Whatthi 
institute  movement  means  is  but  this — the  organization  of  all  these  workei 
for  Christ  into  a  normal  institute,  in  which  they  shall  receive  practical  instrui 
tion  from  experts.  They  want  to  be  taught  how  to  work  and  how  to  do  thai 
work  well.    When  they  go  into  a  jail  not  to  begin  to  sing, 

"  Hark,  from  the  Tombs  a  doleful  Sound ;" 
but  rather  to  sing  with  cheerful  voice, 

"  Religion  never  was  designed 
To  make  our  pleasures  less." 

The  Institute  occupies  a  place  between  the  Bible  Class  and  the  Theologia 
Seminary.  It  is  designed  to  be  a  place  where  they  may  be  invested  with  spiri 
ual  force  that  shall  enable  them  to  go  out  and  bear  testimony  effectively  f( 
God.  The  Churches  cannot  teach  evangelistic  laborers  all  these  things,  and  an 
pastor  who  will  not  take  hold  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  with  all  its  co-oper 
tive  instrumentalities  for  pushing  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chri£ 
ought  to  get  out  of  his  pulpit. 

Eev.  C.  BL  Spaulding,  Pawtucket,  R  L,  said, 

He  advocated  lay-preaching  from  his  pulpit,  but  he  did  not  see  the  necessil 
for  a  Layman's  Institute.  He  wanted  no  better  evidence  of  the  fitness  of  laynw 
for  their  work  than  is  shown  by  the  young  men  who  animate  our  Convention 
Every  means  combined  cannot  do  as  much  as  God's  spirit  to  fit  a  man  for  tl 
work. 

Eev.  James  T.  Campbell,  of  Halifax,  N.  S., 

Believed  God  had  qualified  some  men  for  the  special  work  of  the  ministr 
and  had  put  it  into  their  hearts  to  do  this  work.  As  God  had  given  them  tl 
Holy  Spirit,  so  also  He  had  given  them  the  intellectual  training.  He  believ< 
It  would  be  possible  to  have  something  of  the  nature  of  an  Institute  in  some 
the  large  central  towns,  where  some  of  the  abler  lay  members  might  recei^ 
some  education  in  theology,  and  especially  in  evangelical  labors. 

Moses  BL  Sargent,  of  Boston,  believed  such  an  institution  in 
practicable.  Business  men  with  families  would  not  spend  tim 
to  attend  institutes  to  qualify  themselves  for  lay  preachers. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  thought  a  great  hindrance  t 
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.  of  the  Gospel  waa  a  want  of  the  personal  feeling  in 
iber  of  the  Church  of  Clirkt  that  they  are  His  ambas- 
'e  hoped  that  the  brethren  would  watch  out  at  these 
IS  and  draw  upon  the  best  material  for  active  workers 

e,  Richmond,  Ind.,  opposed  the  resolution,  firsts  because 
w  a  sufficiently  large  educational  influence  in  that  direc- 
e  comni unity ;  and  second ,  because  it  woukl  create  a 
class. 

?Bumeyi  of  New-York^  said^ 

found  that  the  r<?aeon  tliat  thej  h&ti  so  f'^w  giKwl  lav  iirencbera  wriB 
ig^  men  wko  are  ready  to  eugaj^o  in  lliie  claBH  of  ftervicfi,  tb^'Ugh 
loua,  did  not  know  what  to  prt'^ch  or  how  ta  preat^U.  The  Darrtv- 
lal  eifierieDco  was  indalg-ed  in  to  ei^ci^aa  ;  Sjiblmth  UreitkingK  total 
d  man  J  other  mertjly  moral  ^juestion^,  weru  given  thy  [Flaci.'  which 
he  presentation  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Suviour  from  ain.  Exhoria- 
ral  lif«  weri!  m  preswid  that  repeatance  and  faith  in  tht'  Savjuur 
ar  ID  the  foreground  where  tliej  helonpfcd.  By  sueh  preaching 
ig  driveD  frrim  Chriut  inetea^i  of  being-  led  to  Him.  If  he  under- 
@ctof  the  resolution  proposed  hy  his  Cineianati  friend^  it  is  simply 
ater  efficiftncy  in  lay  teaehers  and  preachers  by  the  holding  of  Lav- 
Ldistlc  Institutes,  once  a  yyar,  and  laatinjt^  oa*j  or  two  tlnys,  by  tuir 
Ln  largo  cities  and  by  irrfui|>s  of  Associations  in  country  districts,  at 
sea  should  he  deliri?red  by  ^1  in  liters  or  Tht^olog^ical  ProfoasoTs  of 
nee  on  man's  conditiim  before  God,  the  work  of  Christ,  the  best 
udying  God's  word,  with  special  reference  to  the  presentation  of  the 
aed  in  ii  to  men  who  hare  not  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  re- 
tion,  the  constructifm  of  a  sermon,  etc. 

8<*hool  histitiites  have  performed  thi3  important  part  claitned  for 
sdueation  of  fc^unday  Schtx>l  Teach trs,  and  he  ihouglit  there  were 
ho  would  deny  it,  then^  ho  said,  let  us  have  Institutes  in  whieh  our 
i  may  receive  the  instruction  they  ao  greatly  need*  Certainly  the 
hhiji'  Cbrij^t  to  men  is  as  important  as  the  teaehing  of  Him  to 
1  wfi  should  h«  able  aa  intelligently  to  present  Him  to  the  one 
&  other*  If  we  need  all  the  education  and  training  poBsible  to 
tent  to  the  one^  do  we  not  in  the  other  t 

e  Miller  was  surprised  that  anybody  should  oppose 
We  want  to  know  how  to  do  this  perfectly.  We  want 
>w  to  approach  the  diflerciit  classes  of  men.  He  liked 
the  Doctors  of  Divinity  and  Theological  Professor?  in 
a 

mklin  Tnxbnrj,  Brandon,  Yt,  said  it  was  a  grand 
think  that  theological  professors  con  Id  teach  laymen 
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how  to  preach.  He  had  come  1,000  miles  to  hear  young  men  tell 
how  they  did  the  work,  but  he  would  not  go  a  mile  to  hear  any 
Professor. 

Eev.  T.  K  Hascall,  of  Aurora,  IlL,  offered  the  following  sub- 
stitute for  the  original  resolution  : 

Besdved,  That  Laymto's  Institutes  for  the  cultivation  of  the  desire  and 
ability  to  perform  earnest,  Christian  labor  in  lay  preaching,  and  conducting 
religious  meetings  in  waste  places,  &c.,  are  deemed  by  this  Ck)nvention  as  im- 
portant in  this  country  at  the  present  time. 

His  reasons  for  urging  the  substitute  were,  that  the  resolution 
proposed  from  Cincinnati  pledged  the  Convention  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  institutes  of  training.  The  substitute  did  not 
while  it  would  also  call  out  the  heart,  soul  and  brain  of  the  lay- 
man. 

A  motion  to  table  the  substitute  was  lost,  likewise  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  declaring  the  motion  lost 

E.  M.  Boynton,  Brooklyn,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  Bi 
follows : 

Eesohed,  That  we  recommend  that  one  day  of  the  several  State  Convention! 
be  devoted  to  Laymen's  Institutes  and  Lectures  by  eminent  speakers. 

The  amendment  was  lost 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  resolution,  and  on  a 
viua  voce  vote  was  declared  lost  Several  delegates  urged  thai 
they  had  not  voted  understandingly,  and  the  Chairman,  Geo.  K 
Stuart,  again  put  the  question  on  the  resolution,  and  it  was  lost 

Colonel  John  W.  Ray,  Ind.,  moved  to  send  the  whole  mattei 
to  the  Business  Committee. 

Euled  out  of  order. 

C.  J.  Littlefleld,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Devotiona 
Meetings  reported  the  following  list  of  appointments  for  the  Sab 
bath,  made  at  the  request  of  the  various  churches  and  Sabbatl 
schools  : 

Meridian  Street  M.  E.  Church,  corner  of  New- York  and  Meridian  Streets 
— Quarterly  Meeting  services,  Rev.  B.  F.  Rawlins,  Presiding  Elder.  Preaching 
this  evening  at  8  o'clock  by  Rev.  J.  W.  T.  McMuUen.  To-morrow  morning  al 
10:30  o'clock,  by  Rev.  P.  Crone,  of  Scranton,  Pa.;  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  bj 
Rev.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  of  Boston,  Mass.    Sabbath  School  at  2  o'clock,  addressei 
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3urnej  and  J.  L.  White.     Y.  51.  C  A.  Bucmmental  iervlcea  at  8:30 
Feftflt,  Monday  ETimicg. 

lESBVTEHiAK  CucRCU.— Morning-,  Ker.  Slif  pberd  Wells  and  D.  L. 
day  Scliool,  R.  WeidensaJl  and  JtLiiit,*a  D,  Keid. 
RESBYTERiAJf  CHUHCH--Mrftnimg,  Hon.  S.  S*  Fisher  and  H.  Thane 
lay  School,  Q,  E.  l^wejuy  and  Dr.  W.  N.  Herrlotl. 
aE&BVTEUiAN  CntrncH,  -  Morning,  G.  A.  Hall,   H.  C.  M<>r*e  and 
;  Sunday  Scliixjl,  G)en.  Wood  and  M.  llf  Sargent. 
Prksbtterian    GnrRCH .^Morning,   S.  P.    Holland  and  M.   C, 
Sunday  School,  David  Warner,  E,  L,  Taylor,  C-olumbtis, 
ftESBTfTERL^N   CBtTRCiT.— Morning.  Rev.  O.   S.   Dean  and  C.  E. 
day  School,  Rev.  Shepherd  Wells  and  H.  A.  Slarks. 
nESBTTERiAK  Chitrch.— Morning.  0.  B  Douglass  and  T.  IL  Cree  ^ 
^ol.  Rev.  O.  S.  Dean  and  H.  W.  Adaius. 
PsESBTTERiAN    Chuhcik— Momlng,  K.  A.  Buriiell  ;    Sunday 

Simons  and  W.  W.  Bo wd itch. 

j^TiEiT  Chitkcb.— Morning,  C.  H.   Spanlding  ;    Sunday  School,  K. 
ad  D.  W,  Glacis. 

3.iln'ifiT  Church,  (Colored )."MornJng,  Jauies  D.  K<?id  and  W.  J. 
inday  St:hoolp  11.  H.  Hinckley  and  E.  A.  Wils4>n. 
rREET  Baptist  Churcb.— Morning,  H,  J.  Cowles  and  C.  E.  Chi- 
ld ay  School,  9  A.  M.,  John  K.  Fentian  and  John  0.  SilTer. 

Paab:  M.  E.  Chuiw;!!.— C.  Brainerd  and  J.  8.  Maclean  ;  Sunday 
hane  Miller  and  C.  E.  Chichester. 

M.  K  Church;— Morning,  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball  and  J.  W.  Ellis; 
k>l,  C.  Brainerd  and  Alfred  Wicks. 

M,  E.  Chttrch. — Morning,  Hon.  C.  N.  Olds  and  M.  H.  Sargent ; 
4jI,  C.  J.  Littlefield  and  John  H.  Cheever. 

M.  E,  Cburch. — Morning.  R*;v.  \\\  J.  I  lent  h  and  S.  il.  llotdi- 
^  School,  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball  and  Wm.  Edaalh 

E.  Church — Morning.  W.  W.  Bowditct;  Sunday  School,  C.  C. 

Ben.  C.  Wetmore. 

u  CiitiECH — Morning,  Prof.  T.  N,  Hascall  and  P.  B-  Simons  ;  Sim- 

5.  Cupples  and  Rev.  S.  B.  BarnitK. 

VER  CnrRcn. — Morning,  F.  G.  Ensign;    Sunday   School,  O.   B. 

1  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr. 

Luther  JLs:. — Morning,  Rev.  S.  B,  Bamitz  ;  Sunday  School,  J.  C- 
md  Wm.  Frey. 

Brethren.— Morning,  0.  Hague  and  E.  B.  Sullivan  ;    Sunday 
i.  Jennings  and  C,  J.  Littlefield. 

t   E,  CiiiJHCir,— Morning,  Rev.   W.  M.  Baker;  Sunday  School, 
on  and  Thomas  D.  Logan, 

'  Church. — Morning,  Dr.  Seymour  and  A.  W.  Bell ;  Sunday  School, 
>r  and  A.  J.  Chase. 

TKEET  M.  E.  Church.— Morning,  Rev.  R,  McMillen  and  Rev.  Mr, 
lay  Sdiool,  J.  E.  Durand  and  Pn>r  11,  K.  S pence. 
rAA'GEUCAL  CUURUM. — Afternoon,  Jc^hn  C  Bartram. 
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Home  op  the  FrieiS^dless. — Afternoon,  K.  A.  Burnoll. 

Christian  Chapel. 

German  M.  E.  Church. 

African  M.  E.  Church. 

A  Union  service  will  be  held  for  the  south  part  of  the  city  on  Sunday  evening 
Ht  8  P.  M.,  at  Ames  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  presided  over  by  Hon.  S.  S 
Fisher,  of  Washington.  Revs.  William  Brown  and  J.  W.  Ellis  will  addres: 
the  audience.  • 

Open-air  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  following  places  to-morrow  at  4:30  P.  M. 

Ray's  Pasture,  west  end  of  Vermont  Street, 

Old  Cemetery, 

Cooper  Shop,  West  Georgia  Street, 

Corner  of  Washington  and  Noble  Streets, 

Corner  of  Washington  and  Illinois  Streets, 

Union  Depot, 

Delegates  are  invited  to  attend  at  the  jail  at  9  A.  M.,  and  at 

Memorial  Chapel  (Mission  School),  corner  of  Christian  Avenue  and  Belle 
fontaine  Street.  The  regular  Sunday  School  exercises  will  be  suspended,  anc 
instead  H.  J.,  Cowles  and  Lang  Sheaff  will  be  present  and  address  the  meeting 
at  9  A.  M.    All  are  invited.    There  will  be  no  services  in  the  afternoon. 

Northeastern  Chapel  (Missioif  School),  corner  of  Cherry  Street  anc 
Broadway. 

Garden  Mission,  comer  of  Washington  Street  and  Canal. 

Riverside  Mission. 

St.  Paul's  Cathedral — Rev.  Treadwell  Walden,  rector ;  services  to-morrow 
at  10:30  A.  M.  and  7:4o  P.  M. ;  Sunday  School  at  9  A.  M. 

Mayflower  Congregational  Church,  St.  Clair,  comer  of  East  Street- 
Rev.  F.  G.  Eosign,  of  Chicago,  will  speak  at  10:30  A.  M. ;  Sabbath  School  a 
3  P.  M.,  to  be  addressed  by  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  others. 

Bethlehem  Christian  Mission,  Indiana  avenue — Services  to-morrow  a 
10:30  A,  M.  and  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Preaching  in  the  morning  by  Eider  L.  H.  Jaine 
son ;  in  the  evening  by  Delegates  attending  the  Con  'ention  of  the  Young  Men' 
Christian  Associations.     Sunday  School  at  3:45  P.  M. 

A  relay  meeting  Sabbath  morning,  commencing  at  6:30  A.  M.  to  continU( 
until  9:30,  consisting  of  the  following  exercises :  Prayer  meeting  from  6:30  U 
7:30,  to  be  conducted  by  Shepherd  Wells,  of  St.  Louis ;  consecration  moetinf 
from  7:30  to  8:30,  to  be  led  by  K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Illinois ;  prayer  meeting  froii 
3:30  to  9:30.  to  be  led  by  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago. 

Also,  at  4:30  P.  M.,  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  a  boys'  prayei 
meeting,  to  be  conducted  by  H.  M.  Moore,  of  Massachusetts. 

Any  churches  not  mentioned  in  the  above  list  that  desire  to  have  memben 
of  the  Convention  assigned  to  assist  in  their  services,  may  make  application  tc 
C.  J.  Littlefield,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  Convention  then  sang, 

"  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds." 
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oane,  Cincinnati,  moved  to  reconsider  the  action  of  the 
X  respecting  Lay  Institntea 
ion  was  laid  on  the  tabla 

sident  Spaulding  in  tlie  Chain 

vention  then  prcx^eeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  next 

%e  best  mti}iod  of  securing  Association  Buildings.''' 
Davis,  of  Burlington,  Vt,  opened  the  discussion. 

^ak  to  the  question  aa  it  relates  to   the   ABaoi.'iatioiia  in  towns 

tee.     No  method  will  avail  without  full  t'aitU  in  the  permanence 

ciationa.     1  wfmld  si]jrijr*3el  : 

t  with  the  itastorfl  aud  leading  CTiristian  men  of  the  City.    Show 

d  of  a  buildiDif.    Use  the  religious  and  aocular  preas.    Act  in  har- 

te  Clinrchea 

St  no  debt.    In  large  dtiea,  with  high  rout,  tt  may  do,  but  not  Ux 

1  a  buiidiug  frt'ti  from  debt»  no  question  of  the  us^^fulnesfl  or  per- 

a  ABSociation  need  be  raisetl. 

0  mm  the  Moa^gf  is  t\w  great  queaiiou,  Como  ft^rward  in  a 
3  Christian  men  aud  ask  it  for  Clirist's  sake.  God  ha»  all  the 
Lut.  ■*  Tho  earth  ia  t)ic  hoviVa  and  liw  fullttutia  thereof/*  VVy  have 
with  clean  hearts,  a  single  pnrptJae,  to  glorify  the  Maater,  and  we 

^rt  to  any  questionable  measures  t^]  raiae  money.  11  our  object  ia 
wn,  and  it  our  Uves  aFi  followers  of  Jeiii^  will  not  commend  ue, 

1  lab<»r  and  pray  until  we  are  known  and  commended, 

t  being  the  glory  of  God,  the  means  to  acc^impllsb  it  ahould  b« 
tding  thua  reart'd  will  be  bonured  by  th«  Master  of  Ajs»j}euiblii^, 
lys  l>e  uiefnl  to  the  Church  of  Christ, 

Lke  a  Stock  Company  of  it.  The  same  men  will  give  as  much,  or 
ed  their  help.  **  God  will  provide  "  should  Ije  our  motiti^  and  to 
lil  the  glory.  As  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  the  Li>rd  Jetofi 
ve  no  need  of  stock  nor  divide uds  in  this  matter, 
le  amount  necessary  in  money  or  pledges  before  commencing  a 
hia  may  be  done  by  appoHl^rtuug  the  amount  to  districUp  or  better 
nost  suitable  person  in  each  Church  raick*  their  ])ftrtj  payable  In 
tiliaeota.  A  man  will  gix'e  4'^  P^i*  u^outb,  for  ten  months,  that 
ibsciibe  %iiO  nor  $25.  Any  At^ociatiou  d^.nng  earnest  Christian 
t  want  for  money.  Let  me  refer  to  Slvorcliam,  Vt.,  a  town  of  1,302 
The  Asaodatiou  owns  a  bnildicg  coBting  from  |;5,000  to  ;|2,500, 
of  nearly  $2  per  inhabitant^  whereas  the  average  cost  of  the 
mildlng  in  N.  Y.  City  ia  about  75  cents.  It  n^tj aired  the  wikjI  of 
the  butter  and  cheeae  from  many  farms,  and  the  picking  of  many 
to  pay  for  their  building  in  Shoreham 

ig  Ladies  Christian  Aftsodation  of  Burlington.  Vt.,  deserve  and  re- 
f  support,  beeanee  of  their  labor&  of  love.    Their  work  conunenda 
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4.  Place  the  funds  for  building  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  composed 
I  sf  men  far  above  reproach. 

5.  Buy  the  best  lot  in  town,  rather  than  accept  as  a  donation  a  poor  lot. 
Satan  seldom  errs  in  a  selection  of  lots  of  land. 

Perhaps  a  building  can  be  purchased  and  repaired  to  advantage. 

6.  Provide  just  such  a  building  as  your  town  requires  rather  than  copy  some 
4^ther.  Establish  a  fr^e  religious  "  Exchange/'  as  indispensable  as  the  Post- 
Office. 

7.  Arrange  for  stores  or  rooms  to  let,  if  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to 
your  own  wants  ;  not  otherwise. 

8.  Exercise  great  care  in  renting  the  hall,  store  or  rooms.  Having  dedicated 
ft  temple  to  the  worship  of  God,  do  not  defile  it  by  allowing  it  to  be  used  for  im- 
proper purposes. 

Frank  D.  Taylor,  Detroit,  Mich.,  said, 

Any  Association  that  is  full  of  the  spirit  of  the  Master  and  doing  Hie 
work,  can  get  a  building.  That  is  their  experience  in  Detroit.  Every  Asso 
(Elation  ought  to  have  a  building  in  which  they  can  meet.  If  business  men  sec 
That  we  are  active  and  in  earnest,  they  will  subscribe  liberally.  "  By  their  fruits 
ye  shall  know  them." 

Samuel  Cupples,  St  Louis, 

Felt  satisfied,  if  we  convince  the  business  men  of  our  cities  that  the  Associa 
t  ions  are  doing  a  good  work  for  their  young  men,  they  will  sustain  us,  and  until 
we  convince  them  that  we  benefit  the  stranger  youth,  our  Associations  will  nol 
have  buildings  erected  for  them. 

K.  A.  Burnell,  111.,  said. 

The  difficulty  with  our  committees  is,  that  they  are  not  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  young  men  are  being  ruined  by  hundreds  and  thousands  because  they 
did  not  visit  the  saloons  and  places  of  vice. 

The  time  for  the  discussion  having  elapsed,  on  motion,  twentj 
minutes  more  were  allotted  for  the  continuation  of  the  debate. 

K  A.  Burnell  continued  his  remarks,  urging  that  the  Associa- 
tion rooms  ought  to  be  attractive  and  on  the  ground  floor,  and 
that  the  Association  work  is  a  branch  of  the  Church  work  as 
much  as  is  the  Sunday  School. 

D.  L.  Moody,  Chicago,  said, 

He  thought  the  best  way  was  to  get  a  public  meeting,  and  then  send  off  anc 
get  men  to  speak  at  it  who  will  draw  the  men  of  wealth.  Lay  the  claims  o: 
the  Association  before  these  men.  If  God's  spirit  is  there,  these  moneyed  mei 
will  give.  Then  appoint  a  committee  of  Christian  men  of  wealth,  first  claa 
men,  in  whom  every  one  has  confidence,  and  set  them  to  work. 

A  short  time  ago  I  wanted  to  raise  six  thousand  dollars,  and  I  made  a  com 
mittee  of  sixty.    They  said  they  couldn't  do  the  work,  but  they  gave  one  hand 
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ftch.  So  I  got  tho  mon^y.  Put  tli©  whole  town  on  the  committee, 
ut  the  Ckriatian  i>efvple  on  it  It  i^  a  good  thing.  Strike  for  a 
'  yon  have  not  a  building  tlio  Association  will  go  under,  I  fear. 
*  ft  building,  ftll  the  wave®  of  hell  irannot  prevail  against  us.  We 
J  go  up  live  flights  of  fltair^  to  the  Atiriodation  rooms.  After  a  man 
iJgh,  ht>  don't  fe^l  mnch  like  prftvlng.  Another  thing  is,  that  we 
d  for  big  enough  things.  1  a*iked  once  for  one  hundred  thousand 
Sod  gave  me  two  bnndreil  and  fisty  thousand.  .If  we  had  asked 
would  have  been  given  more*  Ank  Ood  for  great  things,  and  then 
at  things,  and  great  tilings  will  bi^  done. 

inckleyt  Jr.,  Philadelphiaj 

n  ft  public  meetingn  But  je  PUiladclphia  they  printed  their  wants 
and  sent  ehrewd  men  around  to  the  capitalists  and  thus  obtained 
y  they  ne<?dtxl.  Firtit,  let  ih*an  knuw  what  you  want ;  then  follow 
Mitemly  and  you  will  get  what  you  want. 

OL  Pugb,  Xenia,  0.,  said  the  liberal  example  of  two 
lieir  Association  rooma  The  plan  suggested  by  Bro. 
>ceeded  with  them, 

lines'?  and  Devotional  Committees  announced  their  re- 
tie  afternoon,  whicli  were  accepted,  and  the  Convention 

with  the  Benediction  pronounced  by  the  Eev.  S.  T. 

Pittsburg. 


FRIDAY.— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

P.  M.  the  Conyeution  came  to  order,  at  the  call  of 
Maclean,  and  were  led  in  devotional  exercises  by  the 
^  Kretching,  of  Anisteixlain,  N.  Y.,  after  which  the 
ere  read  and  approved. 

icns  being  in  oixierj  G.  L.  M^jrse,  New- York,  offered  one 
g  of  A^ociation  Rrwrns  on  S\inday. 

^ouglass,  Brattleboroj  Tt.,  one  on  Eooms  for  Exhibitions 
and  Papers  at  Convention. 

N'uh  Frew,  Pittsburgh  one  on  Triennial  meetings, 
sincss  Committee  made  a  s[iocial  report,  changing  the 
le  afternoon's  exercise,  as  follows :     1.  Discussion  of  the 
propoaetl  by  the  Executive  Committee.     2.  Answers  to 
3*  Diseussiou  of  the  6tli  question  of  the  Executive 
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Committee.     4.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Com 
mittee's  Report     5.  Report  of  the  Lecture  Bureau, 

The  Report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Hon.  C.  C.  Lathrop,  from  the  Committee  on  Associations 
reported  as  follows : 

With  respect  tq  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wm.  Edsall,  of  Brooklyn 
N.  Y.,  that  the  control  of  our  Associations  should  be  left  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  young  men — members  of  the  same— thi 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  is  recommended  : 

Resohed,  That  we  deem  it  advisable  to  leave  this  matter  to  the  severa 
Associations,  for  them  to  act  as  their  circumstances  and  surroundings  ma; 
require. 

Your  Committee  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  sug 
gestions  contained  in  the  resolution  of  Professor  A.  K.  Spence,  o 
Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  hails  with  joy  the  organization,  in  some  c 
our  Acadc^mies  and  Colleges,  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  con 
mends  this  feature  of  our  work  in  behalf  of  the  young  men  of  America,  ani 
hopes  tliat  Christian  Associations  may  be  planted  wherever  practicable  in  ou 
Academies,  Colleges  and  Universities,  and  that  we  urge  especiaUy  such  Soci( 
ties  already  existing  that  they  seek  to  extend  their  work  in  this  important  field 

The  Report  was  accepted  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 
Vice-President  Chase  in  the  chair. 

The  next  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  7th  topic  of  thi 
Executive  Committea 

7.  "  The  Associations  of  America^  not  simply  isolated  organization 
eriga/jed  in  a  local  tvork^  hut  charged  also  with  the  duty  of  a  larg 
and  important  service^  in  the  Saviour^s  name^  for  eadi  otJiei\  am 
for  the  young  men  of  the  whole  continent.^^ 

Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New- York,  spoke  in  substance  as  follows 

I  take  this  position  by  command  of  the  Business  Committee  and  not  of  m; 
choice.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  agree  in  th<^  thoughts  Ui* 
the  Associations  as  a  body,  do  not  at  all  times  look  upon  each  olher  jis  or^niw 
tions  engaged  in  the  same  work,  with  that  sympathy  and  intorr^&t  ncct^Sf^ry  fo 
the  greatest  success  of  all.  While  they  are  in  legal  effect  wholly  iiuiotK^nden 
of  each  other,  they  sliould  yet  be  bound  together  by  a  cord  strongiir  thuji  pafw 
constitutions  or  resolutions.  The  feeling  should  pervade  them  all,  thiit  rbc 
are  engaged  in  a  common  work  for  the  young  men  of  the  whole  contiiiL'iJt,  an 
that  the  prosperity  of  one  is  a  cause  for  gratitude  on  the  jiart  of  evt^ry  c>tli<?j 
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Dable  llnuts  the  discusaioiiH  of  the  Gonveutioni  sliould  proc4^ 
^  and  a  policy  slifmld  l>i.t  adopted  which  will  tend  directly  to  em- 
dforc©  it.  Necessarily  nil  feelinge  rjf  jeakjusy  and  rivalry  ht.-tween 
Of  individuals,  am  menutiiftumt  with  tho  Idem  pK^aented  by  tlie 
Pint  thtj  grand  reatilts  wliich  wotild  follow  from  its  hearty  adoption, 
rqiiainttxi  with  the  A.s.sivuitirins  have  Si'en  this  fci^jng-  of  j  talousy 
thibitod  in  various  foniis.  and  *3ven  upon  the  floor  of  tho  Con^cn- 
■  days.  I  am  ^Ind  to  bear  testimony  from  the  considi^niblii  uspe- 
baa  bet-n  my  lot,  tluit  this  spirit  has  alnmat  wholly  disap [Reared, 
rms  are  coming  nearer  and  nearer  together,  and  the  one  hnudred 
itiuaand  young  man  who  now  comiKiat^  them  are  i»resamg  unward 
3 — their  elbows  toacldng  each  other  in  the  great  work  for  the 
ag  th^  yi>ujtig  men  of  the  eoBtini^nt,  which  He  has  in  a  pt^ctiliar 
litted  to  thorn.  This  feeling  of  unity,  and  this  sympathy  the  one 
r,  cannot  bectjmo  too  itrong.  I  woidd  aoe  its  power  so  overmaa- 
tiere  could  be  no  division  IjtHween  ua  upon  minor  matters  ;  Ijut  »ee- 
^  profe«e^  objects  of  our  Sociotiee,  our  debate  ahould  b^  ai^  to  tho 
nd  the  attainuient  of  the  largest  ix>wers  io  nmder  them  available. 
Lliant  and  eaniest  dJacusesion  we  have  had  for  many  ycar^,  was  that 
ed  at  the  Portland  Convention  on  the  evangelical  test  of  active 
It  was  not,  aball  that  tiist  be  adopted  ;  bat  concoding  that,  what 
he  used  strong  and  untnlfttakablo^  to  deelare  our  boliof  in  Jeana 
ad  a  Divine  Persian  in  the  Trinity,  that  conHtitnting  the  vital 
:eft,  I  would  havy  all  oar  discussion  riae  equally  bigb.  As  these 
ease  from  tlie  eight  hundreii  we  now  numbi^r,  to  the  sistem  huu- 
hope  we  aball  fitnin  count,  I  would  have  the  spirit  cnnteinpbvted 
icrease  with  that  increase,  and  grow  with  that  growth,  until  it  reach 
Aaaociation  in  the  most  remoto  lowii,  and  all  its  meiiiUera  feel  that 
ed  in  heart  and  barul  with  the  members  of  every  Association  on 
t ;  BO  albpervasive  would  I  have  it,  that  tbo  moat  timiil  of  our 
he  rises  to  address  an  outdoor  meeting,  should  renliase  that  the 
.'fbood  are  in  spirit  by  Ms  side,  almost  aa  be  realizes  Chat  tho 
m  he  Ibiis  seeks  to  imitat^i.  is  with  lum  in  bis  wurk,  in  literal 
the  &nal  promise  made  to  tlie  disciples. 

lention  some  of  the  mean 9^ — many  of  tbom  aaemlngly  small  in 
which  may  be  nst^fol  for  the  attainment  of  these  results, 
:eneral  adoption  of  the  Certificate  of  Life  M**inl>erfebip,  prijpared  by 
of  prctvioas  Convoutioas.  If  at  all  adapted,  aa  I  tborougbly  belie vo 
A'antfl,  expressing  by  its  design  some  phases  of  our  aiiecial  work,  it 
gely  uaed^  but  help  to  foster  tbia  unity  of  feeling  and  of  action  of 

m  form  for  Introdacing  the  m embers  of  one  ABsociatton  to  another, 
lowledgment  aim,  as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
y  adopted.  Let  it  be  an  invariable  rule  that  every  meuiber  sever- 
K!tlon  with  one  Aeeodation  shall  be  intrf>duced  l)y  the  usti  of  it  to 
plaeo  whither  be  is  going.  tSo  let  us  make  these  removals  and 
a  transfer  from  one  Held  to  a  kindred  service  of  the  same  brother- 
her. 

Jtate  Conventions  should  alao  be  made  available.  Every  An^^cia- 
know  of  the  time  and  place  of  each  of  these  meetings.     It  sboald 
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be  their  privilege  to  be  represented  in  tbem  by  corresponding  membera,  an 
regular  appointments  of  delegates  from  one  State  Convention  to  another  ehoul 
be  made.  Of  course,  the  Executive  Committee  should  be  representwd  in  ever 
local  Convention,  and  they  can  testify  from  a  partially  successful  effort  to  realiz 
this  suggestion  last  year,  to  its  very  great  advantages. 

(4.)  The  formal  welcome  meeting  of  the  past  should  give  place,  in  both  th 
local  and  the  general  Conventions,  to  a  meeting  purely  social  in  its  charactei 
We  need  no  such  gathering  for  high  eloquence  and  large  display,  but  we  d 
need  a  meeting  which  will  enable  the  delegates,  before  they  enter  upon  tb 
solemn  work  which  has  called  them  together,  to  become  acquainted  with  eac 
other.  I  am  opposed  to  throwing  a  number  of  serious  and  earnest  men  togetlw 
upon  the  floor  of  a  Convention,  without  some  previous  acquaintance.  It  is  tc 
much  to  expect  of  them  that  they  will  always  harmonize.  They  will  somi 
times  disagree  radically,  debate  sharply,  criticise  severely,  and  mainly  becaoi 
they  are  strangers  and  cannot  understand  each  other.  Had  I  dissented  froi 
the  action  of  the  Portland  Convention — as  I  did  not — which  forbid  the  formi 
welcome  meeting  from  that  time,  my  experience  at  the  Ohio  Convention,  lai 
October,  would  have  convinced  me  of  my  error.  There  the  delegates  to  tl 
Convention — and  it  was  a  large  one — drank  a  cup  of  tea  with  the  citizenf 
were  introduced  to  them  and  to  each  other*; •and  when  the  meeting  closed  tl 
brethren  all  felt  that  they  were  acquainted  not  only  with  each  other  but  wit 
the  citizens  of  Mansfield  ;  they  really  felt  at  home.  It  did  not  seem  possibl 
after  that  meeting,  that  there  should  be  serious  disagreement  in  the  Convei 
tion  or  a  lack  of  interest  in  it  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mansfield ;  an 
one  result  was  the  placing  of  over  $1,200  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  Assocl 
tion,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  State  work  during  the  year.  I  desire  to  see  tl 
first  meeting  of  the  next  Convention  sacredly  set  apart  for  social  intercoun 
among  the  delegates  and  the  people  of  the  city  where  we  meet,  to  the  end  the 
we  may  begin  the  great  business  which  will  call  us  together,  with  a  knowledg 
of  each  other's  names,  and  that  peculiar  interest  in  each  other  which  comes  froi 
th©  hearty  grasp  of  a  brother's  hand.  I  want  no  speeches,  but  a  great  deal  ( 
conversation,  and  in  this  I  believe  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  an  overwhelmin 
majority.     After  such  a  meeting  it  will  be  hardly  possible  for  us  to  quarrel. 

(5.)  Let  the  Hymn  Book,  in  which  we  have  such  a  considerable  pecuniar 
interest  be  adopted  by  all  the  Associations.  Let  us  sing  the  praises  of  the  od 
Lord  in  the  use  of  the  same  hymns  to  the  same  tunes  from  the  same  books. 

(0.)  Let  us  distribute  amongst  our  members  news  from  all  the  Aasociatiom 
give  each  an  opportunity  to  know  what  the  other  is  doing.  Let  us  share  i 
everything  which  encourages.  Let  us  help  the  defeated  and  the  desponding  I 
an  active  sympathy,  which  can  only  come  from  a  knowledge  of  their  conditio! 
to  make  head  against  adverse  circumstances.  Let  us  have  the  best  possib! 
discussion  of  the  various  phases  of  our  work,  and  the  modes  for  prosecuting  i 
within  reach  of  every  member.  Let  us  secure  their  results  through  the  Ass 
elation  MontJdy — a  creation  of  your  own.  Tell  me  why  the  Associations  shod 
not  have  the  very  best  means  of  building  up  themselves  and  each  other  b 
building  up  and  circulating  their  paper?  They  can,  with  inconsiderable  effor 
nuke  it  a  source  of  revenue  to  themselves,  ample  for  the  support  of  all  tb 
general  work  contemplated  by  this  Convention  and  devolved  upon  the  Execi 
tive  Committee  for  performance. 

(7.)  Let  the  agents  recommended  in  the  Rei)ort  of  the  Executive  Committe 


67 


lined  in  th©  fieldj  workings  in  connection  with  and  tt^itU  the  approba- 
» local  autlioritias — one  at  ihe  Wefit,  one  at  the  South,  and  one  at  the 
Id  Canada. 

t  the  Day  of  Pmjer,  as  recommended  by  the  Conyention  be  univenally 
Our  field  of  service  is  the  young'  men  of  the  Continent ;  our  object 
%{  and  intellectual  advancement,  and  their  conversion  to  Christ, 
Lgh  to  atir  the  Iveart  of  tjie  coldest :  it  invobos  all  the  power  of  the 
Can  we  hope  to  accomplish  our  purpose  without  Alnijghlj  aidT 
I  in  one  great  meeting,  the  Continent  over»  bow  tc*gttber  un  the  one 
9  our  Elder  Bruther  aod  our  King,  invoking  Oie  bleeeing  u[jon  and 
ship  in  the  work  to  which  wo  have  put  our  hands,  without  our  hearts 
fvn  together  in  love  for  it  and  in  love  tor  t^ach  other? 
>t  forget  that  years  ago  the  South  em  St&tea  were  as  largely  represented 
;onventi^>na  as  any  other  Stiction.  The  AssfKnatious  there  were  as 
B  memljers  ast-arnf^  and  enthueiastic,  and  their  delegates  as  wise  in 
i  earnest  in  exhortation,  as  devout  in  prayer,  as  spihlua]  in  lile  aa 
>f  late  they  have  sent  up  few  representatives.  Thc>fte  Asaoeiations  have 
appeartal.  I  long  to  see  them  Tc-organize,  and  io  this  I  am  not  alone, 
B  Convention  should  especially  have  this  field  in  view.  As  rt'ganls 
,  it  challeugea  our  syuipathy  and  demands  oar  aid  ■  and  in  the  work 
fvidence  seems  to  have  committed  to  these  AsHociatifinB,  the  helping 
rery  brother  at  the  Sooth,  be  ho  white  or  black,  is  needed.  But  there 
who  can  Bix?ak  ujx>n  this  point  better  than  T.and  let  nie,  Mr.  Prt^dcut, 
ment,  exercisw  your  rights  in  presenting  the  Rev.  Joet^ph  W.  M  alone, 
lie,  Ky.,  who  in  crossing  the  Ohio  River  for  the  first  time  comes  to  the 
e  brethren  in  thia  Convention* 

alone  said, 

-atulate  myself  upon  having  the  privilege  of  looking  down  upon  a  sea 
U  agU*w  with  the  love  of  the  Saviour.  I  feel  that  I  am  in  company 
I  men  who  ary  not  only  wlHiug  to  offer  their  hearts  to  Jesus,  hut  who 
ict,  consecrated  their  time,  their  energies  and  their  property  to  the 
Him  unto  whom  we  all  belong,  1  think,  sir,  that  on©  of  the  beet 
creating  a  better  feeling  between  the  North  and  the  Sijuth,  is  for  n« 
a  interchange  of  feeliug.  If  we  could  induce  <:fur  brellircu  fr«jm  the 
some  heru  to  witness  your  devotions,  listen  to  your  songs  of  praise, 
fiur  prayers,  1  am  a»sured  that  they  would  feel  indeed  that  you  are 
en.  We  are  ti»o  much  disiM>sed  to  stand  ftud  wait  until  we  are  [iressed 
Tvis  of  eaeh  other,  and  into  the  seririce  of  the  Master.  Tht^re  art^  very 
teers  in  these  days,  persods  who  are  willing  to  eiart  out  lit  the  first 
y,  to  rush  into  the  breach  to  speak  for  Jesus,  to  take  by  the  hand  the 
nd  to  clasp  to  the  heart  thogf?  having  ue<?d  of  help, 
etliren  at  the  3outh,  Si>me  of  them  feel  that  they  are  not  wanted  in 
rnatioEial  Conventions,  ami  I  thiok  the  very  bcj^t  way  to  break  down 
;j  is  to  send  such  brethren  as  did  come  last  year  to  s[ieak  to  us  the 
is  in  Jesus.  When  Brother  Miller  c^me  to  spejtk  t*j  us,  there  waa  a 
Q  in  the  Association  of  i-iouisv^ll*^,  and  there  was  a  crowd  of  men  into 
of  the  Association  who  had  hitherto  stood  cold.  We  ask  your  sym- 
material  aid.     We  have  enough  of  that ;  we  wish  most  of  all  to  feel 
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and  see  that  you  are  interested  in  our  prosperity,  and  wish  us  to  draw  nearer  to 
that  Saviour  who  died  for  us. 

We  have  not  any  lay  preachers  in  the  South.  I  know  of  no  one  man  in  the 
South  who  preaches  on  the  street  corners,  and  in  the  highways.  Last  night, 
when  locking  my  arm  in  that  of  a  beloved  brother,  I  went  to  the  street  comer, 
and  listened  to  the  Brother  from  Chicago ;  my  heart  melted,  and  I  could  have 
5Rt  at  his  feet  as  I  desired  to  be  more  earnest  in  the  future  in  preaching  to  my 
people. 

Brethren,  we  wish  to  see  you  in  the  South ;  and  if  you  come  and  visit  us  it 
will  not  be  four  years  before  the  grand  old  South  will  stretch  forth  her  hands 
to  you,  and  we  will  be  again  accepted  in  your  Conventions  as  was  the  glorious 
South  before  the  war  divided  us. 

The  Convention  arose,  and  joined  in  singing 

"  Blest  be  the  tie  that  Binds," 

after  which  Mr,  H.  Thane  Miller  led  in  prayer  that  all  hearts 

might  be  united  in  love,  and  that  at  the  next  Convention  the 

South  might  be  fully  represented, 

Vice-President  Cheever  in  the  Chair. 

The  Convention  then  gave  audience  to  a  delegation  from  the 
"  Young  Converts"  Association,  of  Indianapolis.  One  of  these, 
Master  George  Newcomer,  told  how  seven  converted  boys,  on  May 
27th,  1869,  had  met  together  for  prayer  and  formed  the  nucleus  of 
this  present  Society  of  75  members.  They  hold  prayer  meetings 
every  week,  at  which  the  average  attendance  in  the  winter  is  40, 
and  25  in  the  summer.  Their  work  is  chiefly  to  reclaim  the  boot- 
blacks, news-boys,  and  runaway  scholars. 

H.  Thane  Miller,  by  request,  replied  for  the  Convention,  ex- 
pressing pleasure  at  meeting  them,  and  encouraging  them  to  con- 
tinue in  the  right  way. 

On  motion,  the  three  young  delegates  were  made  Corresponding 
Members  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Col.  John  Blake,  the  oldest  citizen 
of  Indianapolis,  and  the  oldest  Sunday-school  worker,  also,  was 
invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

After  CoL  Blake's  brief  reply,  acknowledging  the  courtesy,  Mr. 
Stuart  said  that,  when  the  Convention  had  opened,  he  took  the 
liberty  to  telegraph  to  Gen.  0.  0.  Howard,  that  special  prayers 
for  him  had  been  offered  up  by  the  Convention,  to  which  he  had 
just  received  the  following  reply  : 


69 


mk  you  a  thoiifiand  times,  mj  brother^  for  your  dlspateli,    Plmse  read 
7  wid  18;  iUbo,  Epli,  m.,  10. 

"O.  O.HOWAKD-' 


THE  QUESTION  DRAWER 

timefortheopeniagof  the  Question  Drawci"lia\nng  arrived, 
siercme  was  conducted  by  EL  K,  Poi-ter,  Chaimian  of  tbe 
^9s  Cominittea 
questions  and  answers  were,  ^ 

±\on  1. — AddrefiBix!  to  Mr.  MrBorneT,  by  D.  A.  Williams,  of  Ml(«onr!. 
tnen  are  coming  Weet  without  lettcrtifmm  Associations,  leaving  rhufclieH 
ather  gyod  iuflaencej  for  that  which  Ib  batU  beaniflti  tliej  have  no  nxxird 
r,  and  no  introduction  to  friend i*  WiU  not  li^ltera  from  lionie  Asso- 
eorrect  this  eril,  and  lead  them  to  seek  Western  Associations  and 
n  influence? 

oer.—YeBt  I  tliink  thej  would,  Wheuever  we  know  of  young  men 
^eat,  wo  Bhould  giTC  them  letters  of  introtluction,  and  aluo  letters  to 
H!iation  in  the  town  to  wlviclv  thi\v  go,  tolling  them  that  thueo  young 
there,  Ma^lj  {mBtors  know  of  young  men  going  to  other  cities,  and  In- 
giving  them  letters,  cuwjurage  them  to  retain  their  memherBhij>  with 
a  the  plea  that  tlwy  rnav  not  settle  in  ilio  new  p!iM;e,  Half  the  yonng 
Q  come  to  New- York  come  without  letters,  and  drift  away  and  are  lost 
tiau  influence.  Would  to  God  that  the  pastore  of  our  land  wero  more 
ful  on  tluB  point, 

,^AddTe«aed  to  Rev.  George  A.  Hall^  Washington,  D.  C.  —  What  is 
perience  as  regards  young  men  who  come  to  you  beeking  employment  Y 
genorally  provo  worthy  t 

per. — Every  such  case  that  wc^  Imve  had  hafl  pmvwl  a  wot  thy  one,  I 
I  ad  time  to  tell  jrou  some  that  are  marked,  in  the  prosperity  that  has 
I  them. 

-To  n.  Thane  MHler^ls  there  any  Impropriety  in  diapoiing  of  artlclea 
ce,  in  a  fair  J  fi^r  the  l>enefit  of  ABa^jdations  ? 
mr^ — Cert  ainl  j . 

-To  H.  Thane  Miller — Is  not  clap[>ing  of  hands  as  legitimate  an  ei- 
i  of  approval  and  orji>T,  as  a  shout  in  tho  camp  of  Israel? 
^n— Well,  1  was  born  a  sort  of  Methodist ;  and  if  I  could  not  clap  or  sp- 
L  some  way,  iu  a  moi'ting,  1  VfQnM^ft/rst. 

— To  H.  T-  Miller— ShoiJd  the  Superinteudent  or  Secretary  of  an  Asso- 
be  expeete^i  to  raise  its  funds? 
tocr — Never. 

—Does  H.  Thane  Miller  consider  it  wise  for  Young  Meu*8  Christioja  Asso- 
to  engage  in  fairs,  as  a  means  of  raismg  their  financcB? 
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Answer — I  am  afraid  of  two  things  in  this  world — a  pic-nic  and  a  fair  ;  but, 
for  anybody  wlio  is  not  afraid  of  them,  I  cannot  see  anything  wrong  in  them, 
when  not  connected  with  raffling  or  chance. 

Q.  7. — To  D.  L.  Moody — Is  it  advisable  for  unconverted  men  to  serve  on  com- 
mittees ?    If  so,  under  what  circumstances  ? 

Answer. — Well,  if  you  want  to  carry  a  corpse,  put  them  on.  A  man  that  is 
dead  has  to  be  carried.  I  think  that  one  man  with  Christ  in  his  soul  is  worth  a 
thousand  of  those  without  Christ. 

Q.  8. — ^To  D.  L.  Moody — How  can  faithful  and  punctual  leaders  be  secured 
for  noon  prayer  meetings? 

Answer. — Well,  that  is  a  pretty  difficult  question.  It  takes,  perhaps,  a  good 
deal  of  time  to  educate  people  up.  It  also  depends  on  where  you  are.  We  have 
not  any  difficulty  now,  but  we  had  at  first.  We  want  men  to  give  the  key-note 
in  about  three  minutes,  and  then  get  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  O.-'-What  is  the  best  course  to  adopt  to  make  the  regular  monthly  meet- 
i  ng  interesting  and  profitable  ? 

Anstoer  by  Mr.  McBumey,  New- York : 

1.  Thorough  preparation  should  be  made  for  the  meeting  at  least  a  month  in 
advance. 

2.  Meetings  should  conmience  precisely  at  the  hour  appointed. 

8.  Singing  should  be  spirited,  with  instrumental  accompaniment,  if  possible. 

4.  All  the  exercises  should  be  carried  through  with  energy. 

5.  After  the  opening  exercises  and  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  brief,  pointed 
reports  should  be  made  by  the  Chairmen  of  the  various  Committees. 

6.  Committees  having  financial  and  merely  secular  matters  in  charge,  should 
report  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  not  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  mem- 
bers.   On  no  account  let  finances  mar  the  interest  of  the  monthly  meetings. 

7.  The  Chairman  of  each  Committee  should  be  notified  of  these  meetings,  so 
iliat  if  unable  to  attend  he  may  have  time  to  report  a  substitute  to  the 
Secretary. 

8.  If  the  members  of  the  Association  are  not  fully  informed  on  Association 
work ;  and  if  the  Committees  but  partially  understand  their  duties,  and  the  best 
mode  of  performing  them,  I  would,  in  arranging  for  the  first  meeting,  have  an 
essay  prepared  on  the  work  of  the  first  Committee  on  the  list,  by  a  person  who 
would  take  pains  to  inform  himself  on  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  per- 
formed elsewhere. 

9.  The  essay  ought  not  to  exceed  fifteen  minutes  in  length. 

Three  or  four  members  of  the  Association  should  be  seen  in  relation  to  the 
matter,  and  understand  that  after  the  essay  has  been  read,  they  should  be  able 
to  open  a  prompt  and  intelligent  discussion  of  the  topic  under  consideration  in 
three  or  five  minute  addresses. 

When  essays  have  been  read  on  the  work  of  all  the  Committees,  and  your 
members  appear  to  understand  the  work  to  which  they  have  pledged  themselves, 
to  each  other,  to  the  Church,  and  to  the  world,  let  essays  be  read  on  practical 
aubjects,  in  harmony  with  the  objects  of  the  Association ;  of  course  exclude 
{>olitical  and  sectarian  discussions  in  essay  form — it  should  find  no  place  in  the 
meetings  or  rooms  of  the  Association. 

An  address  by  an  intelligent  person,  calculated  to  interest  or  instruct  the 
members,  might  be  advantageously  substituted  for  the  essay. 
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iaII  r  fiomo  rvry  siraplo  and  inexpensive  refreahments,  such  as  tea. 

rxjUa,  have  made  the  tDeetiugs  more  social  and  attractive. 

To  D.  h.  Moodj — Wliat  is  the  best  way  to  commence  Christian  work 

— OttT  fixperienoe  haa  been  to  gi>t  a  good  singer.  Music  has  a 
infltK^nt^  over  them*     O^t   a  good  singer  and  lead   off  by  sing 

•  Stnr-Spftsiirled  Banopr;"  or  Eome  such  song.  That  will  gain 
.ion,  and  theii,  nfti-r  n  time,  ask  theju  shall  we  not  sing  "  There  is  % 
llwi  with  BIixkI."  It  will  n<it  be  long  till  the  tears  begin  to  flow 
ciit?fkfl.  Thru  take  out  ytmr  Bilile,  and  read  the  story  of  the  prod- 
'hen  talk  tn  thmn  of  Je&iiii.  When  you  get  ready  to  leave,  ask  them 
Lho  meetings  with  you, 

rgen,  of  Baltimore^  beiug  asked  the  same  question,  said, 

aot  better  expresfl  the  aBflwt^r  tljan  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Moody, 
lie  bar-room,  not  w^th  a  long  fnc*%  but  cheerfully ;  we  should  not  dis- 
ay-  Last  ciiiiith,  tn  that  wny,  we  held  57  bar-room  prayer  meetings 
e,  and  I  have  gcen  eoirea  of  mnti  on  their  knees  in  these  saloons. 
[<m  w<?re  lesd  from  the  bar-ro*>ui  to  the  prayer  meeting.  During  the 
ion  I  ha  we  have  not  lieen  Irii^uJtcjd  over  half  a  dozen  times.  , 

ty  D.  L.  M<>f>fiy^Do  ministtjrft  give  their  cordial  support  to  the  Asso- 
nou?  dty  ;  if  not,  what  ai^  their  objections  ? 

—I  do  not  kur>w  all  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  Chicago,  who  are 
nod  with  as  I  bat  if  any  jplnistcra  of  the  Gospel  are  not  in  sympathy 
sociatiorit  it  in  thu  fault  of  tht,^  Asaociation. 

Mr.  D.  L.  MofKiy — Shall  we  havt*  Association  sociables;  and  how 
mif 

—That  is  dMcnlt  ;  some  arts  profitable ;  I  cannot  throw  any  light 
ubjeet, 

ro  I>.  L.  Moody — Is  it  right  to  have  bowling  alleys  and  other  games 
ha^€*  in  New- York  City,  octnnftcntid  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  ? 
— r  thick  Bfother  ML*Bunii'j  In  tlits  best  man  to  answer  that  question. 
y»  been  afraid  of  them  ;  briru*Hl  children  are  afraid  of  fire ;  1  once 
[  ft*!-  th^?m  ;  but  I  do  not  likfl  th*-  name  of  Association  attached  to 
B  they  are  found  ;  atill  I  am  watching  the  Association  in  New -York 

r- 

Bumey  saicl^ 

e  never  Wen  the  advocated  of  amusement  in  the  rooms  of  the 
I.  but  weUi  always  on  the  otbt^r  iide.    Our  gymnasium  and  bowl  - 

*  have  fH^tjistrut^te*!  for  [>[)_vsiical  culture.  Young  men  who  are  en- 
eniary  buBinetw  during  tbe  ilay  find  it  a  pleasant  place  of  recreation. 

th(>  chess  table,  I  would  &i\j,  that,  when  we  were  purchasing  the 
'hf^m  table  was  purclmB(Hl  by  ibo  furnishing  Committee.    We  have    ' 
'  harm  result  fr*>m  its  us*e  jrt. 

>  D.  h,  Mofxlj^Ilave  i*[>cn  air  nteetings  in  Chicago  ever  been 
ibarras*?i5d  by  the  op]>oiiltioii  i>f  spiritualists  and  infidels ;  and  if  so, 
barrae«ments  been  oven^ome  ?  * 
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Answer. — Ours  were  at  first ;  they  were  overcome  with  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble ;  we  had  a  great  deal  of  opposition  for  months,  especially  from  one  old  man. 
who  tried  to  wear  me  out.    It  was  a  kind  of  a  draw-game. 

Q.  15.  To  Geo.  H.  Stuart — Is  it  best  to  allow  males  over  forty  years  of  a^re  to 
hold  the  position  of  active  members  ? 

Answer. — If  their  hearts  are  as  young  as  Col.  Blake's  I  would  keep  them  in 
until  they  die ;  but  I  would  have  our  officers  as  young  as  possible,  that  the  youtli 
might  be  attracted  to  the  meetings. 

Q.  16.  To  Geo.  H.  Stuart — We  want  a  Building  Fund  at  Kansas  City,  num 
bering  40,000  inhabitants.  How  shall  we  go  to  work  to  raise  it  ?  What  are  th< 
best  means  to  be  used,  and  is  it  right  for  us  to  borrow  money  for  that  purpose? 

An8i/)er. — I  would  get  $5  from  every  inhabitant,  and  would  come  out  at  th< 
dedication  and  get  some  brother  to  give  for  those  who  could  not. 

.   Q.  17.  Will  Mr.  Stuart  give  his  opinion  regarding  sitting  during  praise  an( 
prayer  ?    Does  it  tend  to  hurt  a  meeting  ? 

Answer.  It  ought  to  be  left  very  much  to  the  inclination  of  the  indi vidua] 
For  myself,  when  perfectly  well,  I  would  prefer  to  get  on  my  knees.    But 
think  that  whichever  way  you  can  best  get  your  thoughts  from  the  world  is  tb 
best  way. 

Q.  18.  Respecting  the  resolution  on  Railroad  Literature  placed  in  the  drawe 
to  be  answered  by  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston  ? 

Answer. — I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient.  In  figuring  up,  I  find  it  woul< 
cost  $3,152  for  the  boxes.  The  best  way  is  to  have  a  Christian  young  mta 
stand  and  deliver  the  card  or  paper  in  each  coach,  to  contain  suitable  religion 
reading  matter,  and  that  the  Associations  along  the  lines  of  such  roads  be  n 
quested  to  keep  such  boxes  supplied. 

Mr.  Gimble,  of  Erie,  Pa,  contended  that  the  box  plan  woul( 
result  in  good.  Persons  will  read  on  the  cars,  and  we  ought  t 
use  the  cars  as  a  means  of  grace. 

Vice-President  Chichester  in  the  Chair. 

After  singing,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  discussion  c 
the  question : 

6.  The  importance  of  embracing  Oerman  young  men  in  our  effori 
for  the  increase  of  Associations^  the  character  and  sicccess  o/suc^ 
as  have  been  hereto/ore  made;  and  the  best  plans  for  the  furiht 
prosecution  of  this  work. 

The   first  speaker,   Eev.  J.   W.  Stuckenburg,   of    Pittsbur) 

said : 

Although  quite  unexpectedly  to  me,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  speak  upo 
this  question,  because  it  is  a  most  important  question,  and,  also,  because  I  am 
German,  bom  there  and  partly  educated  there,  and  because  I  have  been  int 
mately  associated  with  the  German  work  in  this  country. 
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I  we  do  to  bring  t!ie  Oenuan  jo\mg  Eien  into  our  Associations  and 
imediat©  influence  T    There  are  eu|>i>o8ed  to  be  in  the  United  States 

of  Germans  and   tlielr  deflcjendante.     Of  this  number  some  are 
id  aome  are  infidelei,  but  a  laf|^  number  of  them  are  members  of 
lurchee. 
l11  well  that  many  of  the  partniia  are  beyond  our  reach.    They  have 

into  thtyr  hearts  principles  that  eeem  to  be  fixed  there ;  but  when 
a  do  eoznetMng  for  tliem.     We  can  get  at  the  children.    We  can  go 

men,  take  them  by  the  hautl*  and  bring  them  into  our  Associations, 
ejudicein  the  mintls  of  many  GermaDg  against  the  Christian  Asso- 
t  Is  no  wonder.  As  long  ai  we  hear  i)ersons  speak  of  the  Germans 
jIs  you  pr^judicic  them  against  us.  As  long  as  you  speak  of  them 
ree  r-drtnkera  "  yo  a  prej  udice  lb  em  agai  net  us.  As  long  as  you  speak 
*  Sabbath  breakers  *'  you  prtjadiojo  tluim  against  your  Associations, 
?s  and  Sabbath  observanct^s.    But  us  »joii  as  you  come  to  recognize 

there  are  amonii  these  Germans  mtLny  noble  young  men  who  are 
ug  t*>  stand  np  for  the  truth  and  for  Christ  as  any  of  you,  just 
ou  reoj^nize  the  fact  that  many  of  jour  own  most  faithful  mem- 
xiatkfl»  yoa  wUl  bi^gln  to  wtn  th&  sjnipiithy,  the  hearts  and  the  hands 
in  young  men  of  this  country  and  of  the  British  Provinces. 
&  who  underetande  the  Gontiaiis  of  this  country,  and  every  one 
w^hflt  a  fjower  they  are  wielding  for  ^nod  or  for  evil,  must  recognize 
iportance  of  winning  them  to  Je«ni@  CThrist.  This  skepticism  that 
to  thorn  is  not  as  gencrral  as  we  suppose.  I  believe  that  there  is  to- 
tb©  German  young-  raeo  of  this  country  much  more  sincere  piety 
e  ibom  cr*Mlit  for,  as  a  g(>norfll  rule, 

ords  as  to  the  best  plans  that  may  ha  adopted.  I  can  say  but 
he  effibrts  made  heretofore,  or  of  the  success  or  failure  of  German 
9  Christian  Associations.  I  Bupposi.^  you  expect  me  to  say  something 
r  it  would  be  best  to  bring  our  Germans  into  the  English  speaking 

or  to  form  separate  German  Associations  My  answer  would  be : 
&  great  many  Oennan  ytmng  men  ig  a  fity  who  do  not  understand 
language,  give  them  by  all  means  n  I  merman  Association,  where  all 
I  can  be  condu<*t©d  In  their  own  lanjinage ;  but  I  would  say,  if  pos- 
^be  German  young  men  into  your  English  speaking  Association. 
e  many  reasons  for  this,     T  am  hi^artily  in  favor  of  the  plan  of 

Association  in  NewTork,  as  I  audcrstand  it,  and  I  have  been  in- 
ther  German  AssfTciations ;  but  let  me  tell  you  that  the  German 
])f  this  ctjiintry  netnl  much  of  the  elevation  that  is  to  be  found  in  the 
kking  societies.  We  Deed  your  eni^T^y,  your  decision,  your  fearless- 
ftivity,  and  much  that  ia  not  to  be  found,  as  a  rule,  in  the  German 
n  all  German  c1  lurches  it  frei|iieDt1y  happens  that  the  laity  have 

le  of  you  Americana  need  a  little  of  what  we  Germans  have,  and 
L  Tou  need  a  little  more  of  our  cunsiderateness  and  moderation. 
ittle  more  of  our  detemunation  to  Xvikr  a  stand,  and  of  that  firmness 
decided,  is  as  fixed  as  a  rock.  You  ooed  a  little  more  of  what  we 
d  wy  need  somethitig  of  what  you  have  got,  and  thus  we  need  to 
KT  and  love  each  other. 
TGr  of  ^Jermati  ABeociations  where  then*  are  many  Germans.    Use 
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the  German  young  men  as  a  power  among  the  Germans.  Let  them  go  to  tb 
pastors  of  the  German  churches  and  get  their  co-operation  in  this  great  work 
1  hope  you  will  be  able  to  see  that  we  Germans  will  excite  a  great  interes 
among  the  Germans  in  connection  with  the  Associations. 

And  when  you  have  Germans  in  your  English  speaking  Associations,  givi 
them  now  and  then  a  paper  and  a  book  translated  into  the  German  language 
You  will  find  Doddridge's  "  Rise  and  Progress "  in  German,  and  Bunyan' 
'* Pilgrim's  Progress"  and  a  great  number  of  good  books  translated  into  th 
German  language,  in  addition  to  those  originally  German.  Give  them  now  am 
then  a  lecture  in  German,  or  a  sermon  in  German — something  that  touches  th 
German  heart  and  soul,  and  makes  them  feel  that  they  are  not  despised  a 
**  contemptible  Dutchmen." 

Another  thing :  do  not  expect  us  to  come  right  in  with  you  and  be  Ameri 
cans.  We  cannot  do  it.  You  must  not  expect  us  to  be  just  as  you  are.  1 
Germans  are  in  the  Convention,  do  not  expect  them  to  pop  up  at  every  questioi 
that  is  suggested.  Do  not  expect  them  to  be  as  demonstrative  as  you  are.  Am 
if  they  are  a  little  more  quiet  than  others,  do  not  attribute  it  to  a  lack  of  n 
I  igious  feeling.  Remember  there  are  emotions  that  are  too  deep  for  tears,  an( 
there  is  a  walking  with  God  whose  footfalls  are  not  heard  in  the  rounds  of  ap 
plause. 

J.  C.  Bartram,  St.  Louis,  said, 

I  have  but  little  to  say  in  addition  to  what  my  eloquent  brother  has  already 
said  on  this  highly  important  subject,  and  even  before  I  proceed,  I  wish  to  saj 
that  ever  since  the  opening  day  of  the  Convention,  I  have  felt  exceedinglj 
happy  to  find  myself  among  such  a  vast  assemblage  of  men  from  all  parts  o 
the  country,  who  have  come  for  such  a  good  and  glorious  object,  who  hav( 
come  for  our  Great  Redeemer's  sake,  and  who  are  here  I  am  confident 
ivith  an  earnest  desire  not  to  leave  this  place  without  having  done  at  leasl 
some  little  work  in  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  our  beloved  Saviour  Jeeui 
Christ.  I  wish  with  all  my  heart,  that  the  work  of  this  Convention  may  turn  out 
to  be  a  blessing  to  all  its  representatives  and  to  all  those  who  may  be  influencec 
by  it.  When  I  met  this  Convention  on  the  opening  day,  when  I  joined  you  ii 
praying  and  singing,  I  felt  deeply  impressed,  and  thought  of  that  great  Pente 
cost  of  which  the  Holy  Scriptures  tell  us  in  Acts,  2d  chap. 

Now  for  my  Report,  which  will  be  a  mere  local  one  of  the  Associatioi 
work  of  St.  Louis,  since,  as  I  stated  before,  I  have  little  to  add  to  those  re 
marks  which  the  brother  who  spoke  before  me  has  already  presented  to  tb 
Convention. 

There  are,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  not  many  over  20( 
members  forming  the  German  Association  of  St.  Louis ;  but  of  that  nmnbei 
only  about  100  belong  to  the  so-called  Evangelical  Church,  while  the  others  ar( 
Methodists,  Baptists,  etc.  The  latter  number,  however,  is  to  be  sub-dividec 
ugain,  into  three  or  four  smaller  societies,  which  have  each  of  them  their  own 
constitution  and  management,  but  which  are  not  very  different  from  each  other 
It  is  our  desire  in  the  course  of  time,  and  if  the  Lord  our  God  permits,  to  fomi 
one  compact  Association,  which,  in  the  main  principles  and  arrangements,  shalJ 
be  organized  like  the  Associations  of  our  Anglo-American  brethren  of  St.  Louis 
The  preliminary  measures  of  such  a  step  have  already  been  taken  in  the  estab 
lishment  of  an  Executive  Committee,  in  which  three  of  our  Evangelical  societies 
are  now  represented  by  delegates.    These  slight  but  laudable  efforts  were  ijiade 
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emtii  Bra  Rnbort  Weideneall,  ot  Omalia,  whose  indefatigable 
i  QormAUB  of  St,  Lutiis  during  h\»  short  stay  there,  are  highly 

Sernian  Ckrifftians  sympntlii^^  with  the  Association  work  with 
;  and  if  thej  are  doubtful  or  diljit^>ry  in  taking  action  on  the 
■ely  for  want  of  nuJliojeiit  kuowledjff  of  the  true  nature  of  Chris- 
t  as  existing  in  miiuj  cUiits.  t^wna  and  other  places  of  this 
bey  come  in  1arg43  n ambers  to  this  O invention  they  would  have 
ic'T  underfftiindiog  ae  to  tlu»  K-rcAt  aud  glorious  objects  of  the 
retUreo ;  but  the  time  will  come,  an^l  may  not  be  far  distant 
will,  in  largi.^  numbers,  atloiifl  tbese  i 'onventions  and  join  their 
lug  and  praying  to  God  the  Almighty  Father,  whose  beloved 
.  wnfl  oiTerfd  a|i  to  save  uB  from  pertlitlon. 

i  weed  the  help  and  the  onyunragtimcnt  of  their  brethren,  espe- 
iJes  or  Baby  long,  wliert?  Ihi*  wavie'B  uf  infidelity  and  blasphemy 
b,  and  wbere  ruin  nod  eti^rnal  d<?at!i  will  destroy  their  victims. 
>e  Bucct^asful  and  victorious,  and  able  to  triumph  over  their  foes, 
ver  they  m«et  tln^iUn  May  (Jod,  lb*?  ^Umighty,  hearken  to  our 
isa  in  that  eacred  cause,  of  which  our  beloved  Saviour,  Jesus 
tbor  and  the  Finiaber. 

ideiisallj  of  Omaba, 

to  b<;  a  moat  important  subject,  njid  hoped  that  the  words 
Fould  be  reduces!  to  p^a<^tice.  Tlje  Germans  are  a  mighty  force, 
f  to  fight  the  Germans  is  to  fight  tlicm  with  Germans.  A  busi- 
^  wauts  a  maji  who  can  spyak  brjtb  languages,  because  it  is  of 

Th^jse  Germans  ninfft  not  ha  dt'spitixL  The  emigration  now  is 
fnaans  and  Scandiiiav^iaufi,  Wbfim  do  you  want  to  take  hold 
r  Shall  It  be  the  "  Beer  Drinkers "  or  the  Christian  German 
1  will  stand  by  your  side,  wht>,  whi.*i^  they  have  enlisted,  have 
ft-ar?  He  believed  the  j\jii*ocUtinnB  ought  to  establish  Chris- 
euts  in  all  tht?  large  dtieSp  who,  by  devoting  themselves  to 
he  emigrants^  would  work  for  the  nfj-building  of  Christianity. 
i  to  Ignore  the  importance  of  Germans  in  our  Associations. 
Ilotteil  for  the  discussion  having  expired,  it  was  ex- 
nutes. 

Felix  Brunot,  Pittsburg, 

lething  ought  to  be  done  on  tbo  subject,  and  how  to  reach  the 
very  propter  matter  to  be  distjiissed  by  the  Convention.  The  best 
6  Gorman  yonngmen^  and  stmd  tbt'ni  out  to  bring  in  others  of 
n.  It  is  bard  work  to  get  tbeni  into  our  Associations  until 
Eld. 

Boyd  J  Monr€>e.  Miek^  said^ 

&  German B  joined  tho  Mi*nm^  Aaai^ciation,  but  finding  the 
e  was  not  n^^oken,  ss  they  did  not  understand  the  English  reli- 
Lt^y  did  not  ft*el  at  home-  Tht*  Ok.'rmtin  population  is  worthy  of 
liey  ar«?  an  im^iortant  eletiioDt  in  our  land.  Many  had  been 
e  was  no  synipatby  between  the  Ainericans  and  the  Germans, 
ition  roomii  to  tli^^m  and  givo  tbem  out  sympathies.    When  we 
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remember  that  they  gave  us  Luther  and  Melancthon,  we  ought  to  repf 
debt  by  giving  them  the  Christian  religion. 

Prof  W.  0.  Hiskey,  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  M 
apolis,  Minn.,  said  he  was  teaching  the  American  youth  the 
man  language,  and  when  they  had  learned  it  would  turn 
over  to  the  Christian  Association,  to  be  used  as  missionaries. 

Col.  John  W.  Eay,  In  A,  said, 

The  Germans  of  Indiana  had  been  encouraged  by  the  English  Assod 
and  had  formed  a  German  Christian  Association.  Every  member  of  the 
vention  ought  to  return  home  disabused  of  the  idea  that  the  Germans  an 
"beer  drinkers"  and  "infidels,"  and  remember  that  they  are  descenda 
Luther  and  Melancthon.  Do  not  stop  to  form  German  Associations,  but 
them  to  your  Churches  and  Sunday  Schools,  and  they  will  invite  you  to 
homes. 

After  a  hymn  had  been  sung,  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Washinj 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  as  the  resi 
the  discussion : 

Hesolvedy  That  our  Christian  Associations  should  extend  to  our  Gernu 
low-citizens  their  earnest  sympathy,  and  endeavor  to  gather  their  young 
within  their  influence ;  and  where  the  necessity  may  exist,  should  enco 
the  formation  of  German  Associations  among  the  Germans  themselves. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Vice-President  Whitney  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Execi 
Committee  was  then  read  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  S.  Crosby,  G 
Rapids,  Michigan,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Saturday  n 
ing. 

The  Rev.  W.  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn,  K  Y.,  then  read  the 
lowing  Report  of  the  Lecture  Bureau  : 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Lecture  Bureau  of  Young  Men*%  Christian 
ciations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces^  to  the  Fifteenth 
national  Convention,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  22d,  1870. 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  work  of  the  Lecture  Bureau  has  been  so  t 
made  known  by  means  of  the  circulars  which  it  has  issued,  from  time  to 
and  which  have  been  sent  to  every  Association  on  the  Continent,  that  it  is  dt 
unnecessary  to  make  this  report  more  than  a  brief  risumS  of  what  has 
done,  supplemented  by  one  or  two  suggestions  concerning  its  future  cond 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  two  very  wide  departures  froi 
original  plan.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Bureau  was  first  designed  to  w( 
the  special  interests  of— indeed,  to  confine  itself  to — Young  Men's  Christia 
sociations.  During  the  first  two  seasons  of  its  labors  this  purpose  wu 
clearly  in  view,  and  no  effort  whatever  was  made  to  induce  the  patrona 
other  societies.  But  in  a  circular,  dated  March  25th,  1870,  its  services 
offered,  upon  equal  terms,  to  every  society  contemplating  a  course  of  lee 
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n&  Bach  »od«tj  miglit  l»e  ktiowii.  The  motive  for  tliis  action 
Pirat,  the  Bureau  did  not  receire  tj efficient  support  from 
ae  to  pay  its  raoolug  eipeuet^s.  Secj>tid,  the  great  number  of 
fpim  other  tlmn  Yuung  Mea'e  ChrLstiati  dissociations,  some  of 
:  diBBatisfactlon  witli  existing  ag^cit^s,  iiad  all  of  them  desiring 
tie  now  Burt'iia.  Third,  a»  one  of  the  o^jetHs  in  organizing  the 
levftte  thp  atandard  of  popular  k*ctureB,  it  was  deemed  unwise  to 
B  to  an  J  one  cl  use  of  fwidetiwg.  In  this  l»Ht  particular  your  Com- 
ciQ]»el  of  brethren  proraiuciiit  in  AiiWKiiatiou  work,  outside  of  the 
^fllieii  their  own  judgment. 

iparturtj  frotu  tli^  onuinal  plan,  is  thij  aiM>lition,  with  a  few  ex- 
of  the  C4>mmiHait>ns  hitherto  chttrgHl  to  Associations.  Frequent 
liefie  charge*  have  be<?n  received ;  but  tJn^y  have  been  enforced, 
opinion  of  the  Commit t**«,  the  charging  of  largo  commissions  to 
red  nticea^orjr  by  the  noii  paymont  of  any  Associational  fee,  has  a 
\Ai  advance,  and  m  many  caat^^  Art*  adviuiced  the  terms  of  lec- 
id  t be  stipul aiM  fee  of  fi ire  pt^  *^«nt  W  hi le  the  j udgment  of  the 
Ilia  re«pt!Ct  remains  nncbatig<?d,  thi.>y  nevertheless  have  yielded  to 
riflhee  of  the*  Aas«>ciations,  and  abolkht^  (commissions  altogether, 
options  vrhich  will  h^  dirtiiK-tly  notetl  in  tlio  circulars  issued. 
on  of  the  Bufvau  field  to  embrace  all  iLc  Locture  Associations  on 
w\\\  vastly  lucreaAt.^  the  amonnt  of  its  lalxjr,  and  though  the  Com- 
L^ry  reason  to  btjlifve  tbtr  in  created  rovanue  will  more  than  cover 
niiat  be  remembered  that  tki**  income  will  not  be  received  till  the 
<!tii[«  aoason ;  tbt^y  therefore  recommend  that  some  provision  be 
b^  exxtenic*  as  they  arise - 

ecommend  that  the  Bureau  be  appointed  for  five  years,  with  the 
that  it  shali  receive  no  appropriation  of  money,  over  and  above 
tn  comro'^aaioiis,  beyond  the  si^cond  year. 
LTcr'a  Statement  ia  append^, 

i£oapectfully  aubmitted) 

W.  M.  MARTIN,  Chairman, 

ATiONAL  Lecture  BuuBAt;  op  T.  M.  C.  Associations, 
In  A<x:ovmt  with  ALFRED  WICKS,  Treasurer. 
Dti» 

a  *tf  Executive  Ciimraittee,  repaid $100  00 

jout*ry  and  Printing * < 123  12 

Hrrama  . , * 35  47 

;Lo  .,....*., 145  44 

I.  mm. . 21  63 

r**i4iT7*a  aeaotmt  of  lialary  . , , - 812  08 

drit«,  * , .,..,.**. - 68  33 

$1,306  07 

)iaimtrom  fy\d  wcm^mi f ^  00 

<taimiseionfl  received  ...   . , . l,^:Jti5  80      $1,306  07 

K 

Bbooklyn,  June  20th,  1870. 

IrlABtLtTIKS. 

?eri?tai7  for  Salary $1,026  69 

II  Printing'. , , . .   .  *  *   ^ ..,,  ^ .,....«.,  i ..  *  * 85  00 

«»*»^^»^ , ^^^ 

$1,147  81 
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The  report  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting 
R  R  McBurney,  New- York;  A.  K  Spence,  Ann  Arbor,  Mid 
and  E.  M.  Boynton,  Brooklyn. 

Mr.  McBurney  declined  the  appointment,  and  on  motion,  Mo; 
W.  Pond,  of  Boston,  was  elected. 

After  receiving  and  adopting  the  reports  of  the  Business  a 
Devotional  Committees,  for  the  evening  and  morning  sessions  i 
lowing,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  J.  Magee, 
Dayton,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


THE  EVENING  SESSION. 

So  many  had  been  unable  to  gain  admittance  to  the  Acadei 
on  the  evening  previous,  and  so  general  was  the  public  desire 
hear  the  delegates,  that  it  was  determined  to  accommodate  all 
holding  one  meeting  in  the  Academy,  under  the  conduct  of  t 
President,  and  another  one  in  the  Presbyterian  church  opposi 
under  the  leadership  of  Vice-President  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chica^ 
The  same  subject — "  How  to  Lead  Young  Men  to  the  Saviour  " 
was  considered  at  both  meetings,  before  large  audiences. 

At  the  branch  meeting  in  the  church,  the  Hon.  C.  C.  Lathrc 
of  Newark,  N.  J.,  was  the  first  speaker,  who  said :  "  Young  m 
are  divided  into  two  classes — Sons  of  wealth,  who  must  be  i 
claimed  by  personal  and  persistent  effort,  in  going  to  them  whe 
they  may  be  found ;  and  country  boys,  who,  in  coming  to  t 
city,  are  lured  by  temptation,  and  must  be  approached  and  W( 
by  kindness  and  taking  an  interest  in  them."  In  brief  successio 
speeches  were  made  by  D.  C.  Bell,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  ;  M.  T 
Pond,  Boston;  E.  R  Holden,  Providence,  R  I.,  and  Miss  Ma 
pherson,  a  lady  who,  in  laboring  as  a  missionary  in  iniquitous  dei 
of  London,  had  accomplished  a  remarkable  work.  Her  recita 
moved  many  of  the  audience  to  tears,  and  all  who  heard  th 
singularly  gifted  lady  will  be  likely  to  retain  a  vivid  remembran( 
of  her  wonderful  power.     The  succeeding  speakers  were :  F.  ( 
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icago ;  D.  E.  Small,  York,  Pa. ;  D.  J.  Pike,  Aurora, 
Whl  Frew,  Pittsburg,  and  Colgate  Hoyt,  Cleveland, 
diiging  of  a  closing  hymn,  Mr.  Moody  converted  the 
1^  a  **  praise  meetingj"  and  as  such  it  was  continued 
n  o'clock. 

e  the  larger  meeting  hail  been  progi^essing  uninter- 
i  the  Academy*  The  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dis- 
h  until  the  morning  session. 

the  aftemoon,  W.  IL  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  the  ap- 
idcr  of  the  singing  of  the  Convention,  had  been  called 
unily  afflictionj  whereupon  H.  Thane  Miller  found  an 
ted  substitute  in  Miss  S.  B.  Chester,  of  Cincinnati,  who, 
remainder  of  the  Convetition,  presided  at  the  organ, 
nj  unction  with  her  brother^  Mr.  Chester,  H.  Thane 
Hon.  S.  S.  Fisherj  conducted  the  singing, 
the  speakers  had  been  limited  to  five  minutes,  and  the 
had  to  be  observed,  in  order  to  bring  the  duration  of 
g  within  re^isonable  time. 

k>lton,  of  Cleveland,  thought  young  men  were  best 
r  imagining  and  making  the  case  of  the  perishing  soul 
e  Christian  who  seeks  him, 

W.  Malone,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  said  it  is  necessary  to 
I  young  man  of  many  of  the  errors  with  which  he  is 
ae  of  which  is  that  a  Christian's  is  a  sour  life,  devoid  of 

Thomas,  Hamilton^  Out,  enforced  the  necessity  of  seek- 
luth  early,  before  they  are  rooted  in  sin,  and  also  our 
ach  religion  by  precept  and  example. 

eed,  Brooklyn,  believed  that  when  God  has  something  '   : 

stian  heart  to  do,  God  himself  tells  of  the  time  and  when  jj . 

and  God  never  sends  a  man  until  a  place  has  been  pre-  U 

him,  \'  , 

D-  Taylor,  Detroit,  thought  it  well  to  take  a  leaf  from  ,^  * 

of  our  own  experience^  and  be  guided  by  it  L  . 

.ne  Miller,  by  request,  sang  the  "  Old,  Old  Story,"  after  .  J 

e  Eev.    Jas.  F.  Campbell,  of  Halifax,   K   S.,   offered  M 
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special  prayer  for  four  young  men,  who  had  been  impressed  will 
and  convicted  of  their  sins  at  the  open-air  meeting  in  front  of  th 
Bates'  House,  this  evening. 

P.  B.  Simons,  Philadelphia,  the  next  speaker,  thought  the  firs 
requisite  a  heart  fully  consecrated  to  the  Master,  and  when  w 
meet  the  unconverted  man  we  must  feel  as  though  his  soul  wer 
worth  more  than  all  the  world  besides. 

0.  B.  Douglass,  Brattleboro,  Vt,  believed  in  acting  according  t 
our  own  experiences. 

Eev.  P.  W.  Emens,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  believed  strongly  in  pei 
sonal  effort ;  in  going  to  those  we  knew  were  without  Christ,  an( 
laboring  with  them. 

T.  C.  Crocker,  Waverley,  R  L,  contended  that  the  best  wa] 
was  to  take  the  unconverted  by  the  hand,  lead  them  to  Jesus,  anc 
introduce  them  to  Him. 

T.  M.  Herriott,  Zanesville,  O.,  said  that  before  we  endeavor  tc 
convert  others,  it  is  necessary  to  be  converted  ourselves,  then 
taking  Mr.  Thane  Miller's  advice — "  Go  for  them  1 " 

The  solo,  duet  and  chorus,  "  Where  do  you  journey,  mj 
brother  ?  "  was  then  simg  by  Miss  Chester  and  H.  Thane  Miller. 

After  Lang  Sheaf,  Cincinnati,  had  related  a  few  impressive 
incidents,  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia,  led  in  prayer,  that  great 
good  would  attend  the  remaining  meetings  of  the  Convention. 

L.  P.  Eowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  made  the  closing  address,  in 
which  he  stated, 

That  in  tlie  United  States  and  Britisli  Provinces,  represented  here,  there  were 
estimated  to  be  eight  miUions  of  young  men,  and  we  should  see  terrible  earnest- 
ness in  every  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  to  find  those 
out  of  Christ,  and  bring  them  in  by  persistent,  direct  and  personal  effort,  singling 
out  some  particular  young  man  and  following  him  up  until  he  was  brought  to 
Christ.  FoUow  these  hearts  up  with  these  hands  and  God  wiU  bless  the  effort. 
At  the  close  of  your  meetings  single  out  somebody,  take  him  by  the  hand,  and 
if  you  find  out  that  he  is  a  Christian,  it  will  give  him  an  idea  of  what  his  duty 
is  in  this  great  work. 

The  hymn, 

"Jesus  paid  it  all," 

was  sung,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Harper,  of  Indianapolis,  pronounced  the 

Benediction,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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FOURTH  DAY— MOKNING  SESSION. 

Indian APOLTSj  June  26^,  1870. 
reEtion  was  called  to  order  by  President  Maclean  at 
The  opening  devotional  exerci^ea  were  conducted  by 
B,  Bamitz,  of  WLieeliug,  W,  Va, 
reading  and  approval  of  the  minutesj  communications 
[*oed  from  Springhekl^  Mass.^  and  from  Lancaster,  Pa. 
ricks^  of  Bnx>klyn,  from  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
their  final  report 

jeaolution  lelating  to  reguJatiogdlecu&aionin  tlie  Convention,  that 
mt  to  take  action.    TUIa  feooimiK^iidation  was  adopted  by  the 

Resolution  r«^latlve  to  tU©  obeervEince  of  the  Sabbath,  the  Coxn- 

i  the  following  etibstitate  : 

liat  tbde  Convention  views  with  gnmt  conoern  the  persistent  efforts 

\Ti^  alwli^h  the  d\il  laws  Kaforcinjtjr  th«  f^bfit^rvaaceof  the  Sabbath 

i  earueBily  press  npon  tho  joung-  mon  of  this  Continent  the  im- 

t(?<?etislt7  uf  <yjtastaiit  vigilance  to  maintain  tbt*  sanctity  of  a  day 

n  the  dearest  aE>6(Kiatiotii  of  our  Christian  bumes,  and  ordained 

ommand  of  Almjg^hty  Uod. 

ate  was  adopted, 

itmttae's  recommendation  that  the  following  Resolution  be  adopted, 

hat  one  of  the  moat  important  objects  of  Yoang  Men's  Christian 
i  the  eEcoumgenQ*?[i!,  bj  ii.*ouii«ul  and  adx'ict*.  in  aiding  and  assisting 
:id  pe<;aniarily,  if  jH>Bsitjlc,  all  worthy  and  com][>etent  young  men 
enter  the  gospel  umiitftryp 

ition  aesoi^iated  with  tho  Resolution  as  to  how  many  members 
he  mln^stryT  was  referred  to  the  Eiecutive  Committee. 

le  Manual  of  Associations,  thm  Resolution  was  also  referred  to 

OomjuHtt?e,  and  is  aa  follows : 

tat  the  Executive  Commit  tee  prepare  for  anloption  by  the  next 

Manual  of  Auociatkfm^  which  shall  crabracts 

lent  of  the  objt?ct  and  proper  iphtsre  tif  action  of  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 

lation  to  the  chuTchcB  of  Christ  in  the  work  of  thy  Master,  and, 
il  plan  of  organ izat ion  suitable  for  iudtvidual  A!*Bociations. 
(rhatever^  in  the  judjLfment  of  such  cfjniuiittee.  may  be  desirable 
>T  the  information  of  the  public,  atid  ua  a  giiiiio  to  Associations  in 
aaturei  mission,  mid  work  of  our  organi^ationa, 

Lesi>lution8  on  Basii  ^f  Hepreikrotutiou  and  on  changing  time  of 
invention ^  thu  Committee  deemed  it  inexpediuiit  to  take  action  at 
in,  and  recommended  their  rofereaca  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
le^  that  th^  be  lOflde  the  subject  of  considii ration  at  the  next 
Agreed  to, 

WS/&  to  Opening  Association  Rooms  on  the  Sabbath,  the  Committee 
iflt  the  Convention  taking  any  action  on  this  subject,  believing 
er  the  decision  of  which  rests  with  each  AsBoeiatlon  individually, 
>r  necessity  of  which  they  alone  should  determina.   Agreed  to. 
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8.  As  to  separate  room  for  sale  of  papers,  etc.,  to  be  provided  distinct  fr 
tliat  in  which  the  Convention  is  held ;  the  Committee  reported  that,  howe' 
desirable,  the  Resolution  was  not  recommended  for  adoption,  it  being  a  mat 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Assodatic 
inviting  the  Convention,  and  involving  the  expenditure  of  their  funds,  mnst 
left  to  their  discretion.    Agreed  to. 

9.  Of  the  two  Resolutions  presented  relative  to  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  c 
had  been  withdrawn  by  the  proposer ;  the  other  one,  offered  by  Mr.  Thissell, 
Philadelphia,  the  Committee  deeme  i  inadmissible,  inasmuch  as  such  Delega 
would  not  be  received  or  recognized  by  the  Alliance.    Agreed  to. 

10.  On  the  resolution  respecting  Women's  Associations,  action  was  deen 
unnecessary,  the  subject  being  covered  by  a  Resolution  adopted  at  the  Portia 
Convention.    Agreed  to. 

The  report  was  then  accepted  and  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  t 
Committee  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia,  the  Committee  < 
Devotional  Meetings  was  instructed  to  reply  to  General  0. 
Howard's  telegram. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  action  on  the  resoluti 
for  the  organization  of  Associations  in  Colleges,  and  openi: 
Association  rooms  on  the  Sabbath  day.  ■  Both  were  lost 

The  next  regular  business  was  the  consideration  of  the  Rape 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Eeport  of  the  Executive  Committee,  su 
quitted  by  the  Chairman,  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  first  three  resolutions  were  adopted  unanimously.  Th 
read: 

Eesolved,  That  the  certificate  of  life  membership,  submitted  in  the  Reporl 
the  Executive  Committee,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  approved  and  adopt 
and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  lithographed  or  engraved,  and  that  coi 
be  sold  to  the  Associations  at  such  prices  as  will  secure  the  Committee  agai 
loss. 

Besolvcd,  That  T.  James  Claxton,  Esq.,  of  Montreal;  J.  O.  Wood,  Esq., 
Edgewater,  New- York ;  Hon.  J.  N.  Harris,  of  New  London,  Connecticut ;  Auf 
Abbott,  Esq.,  of  New- York  City ;  and  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  they  liereby  are  appointed  Delegates  from  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Ai 
ciations  of  America  to  the  General  Conference  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Ai 
ciations,  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam,  on  the  25th  day  of  August  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  and  they  are  hereby  authori 
to  appoint  additional  Delegates  to  the  General  Conference  to  the  number 
twenty-five,  provided  such  persons  at  present  represent  the  active  membera 
of  our  Associations. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  then  read  and  adopted,  after  sli§ 
discussion. 
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,  That  the  £x<Kmti7e  Commitle«,  in  the  name  of  this  Convention  and 
^iatiolla  of  Am  erica,  trarnjmtt  to  the  Goni-»ral  Conference,  to  be  held 
jft,  ft  liflttir  c*f  fraterii^  greeting-,  and  that  they  request  the  Confer- 
mt  in  the  rwommondntlon  that  the  S(*ci>nd  Sabbath  in  November 
ftTVed  (i»  tt  day  of  prayt^r  for  tho  bleasing  of  God  upon  the  Young 
tiflji  AasoolfttionB  throughout  the  world  ;  and  that  they  suggest  that 
announcing  »uch  reicommt»tn3aLion  be  signed  by  the  representatives 
retjcc  and  of  this  Coti  vent  ion. 

th  reeolutioo  was  also  ad^.*pt4?d* 

,  That  theCot)i?ention  recommends  t*>  all  the  Associations  of  America 
>Dd  Sabt«ith  la  Novembwr  neit  be  obiMsrved  by  them  as  a  Day  of 
Ibe  blessing  of  Almighty  God  tipuu  the  work  of  these  societies 
the  wi>Tld,  and  the  Executive  Commlltee  is  hereby  instructed  to 
>  cireolar  conveying  this  ro&nnmendation  to  jail  kindred  Associations 
is  with  which  they  ftrf>  in  oorrespondenc^. 

I  resolution  : 

That  ms  a  jmrt  of  th©  general  work  of  these  Associations,  it  is  the 
entire  membership  to  do  all  io  their  |>ower  to  increase  the  circula- 
Mtmihly,  by  aiidlng  to  iia  liat  i»f  sabaoribers,  and  that  they  should 
mt  until  it  embmcoB  a  namb<?r  corri^ja ponding  to  that  of  the  mem- 
i  t!iat  tliey  shiiuld  n*>t  be  diverted  from  this  work  by  offers  of  tem- 
utogti  from  private  enterpiiaes* 

endment,  offered  by  Mr,  CMolidge,  Massachusetts,  was 
jxpunging  the  wonis  relating  Ui  other  publications. 

Insigiip  of  Chicago,  moved  farther  to  amend,  by  striking 
*^dtity  ''  IKmi  the  restitution.  He  remarked  that  he  did 
ler  it  the  duty  of  Associations  to  support  tlie  Monti dy, 
as  good  aa  other  papers,  the  ^VASociations  would  Hke  it, 
3j  wotUd  subscribe  tor  othera. 

Brainerd,  of  New- York,  sp*  ike  at  length  in  advocacy  of 
ition  a8  reported     He  aaid  among  other  things,  in  sub- 

[Hetriodieftlj  re|>re<i0Dtini;  the  Af»f>cintlons,  and  adapted  to  meet  the 
I  yoim^men  of  thii  Gimtmi^nt  Jiad  Ijyen  a  <larling  idea  with  all  leading 
men  from  the  tlmo  of  the  firtit  O^uvt'otion  at  Buffalo.  In  the  hope 
;  that  ideii  the  Alb»ny  Convtmtioti  had  ordered  the  Executive  Ck)m. 
Alio  a  QnarUrii/,  Th«  MuntrL*aJ  Convention  repeated  that  order  by 
&tifl  voUf,  The  I>etn>it  Conventjoti  did  the  same  thing.  And  the 
kmvimtion  by  an  unanimuaB  vute  ordered  that  the  periodical  be 
i  ft  Mi^nthi^,  and  its  pahllcatlon  nvntinued.  The  Executive  Com- 
fluujLrhl  to  csarry  out  this  and  all  other  commands  of  the  Convention. 
t?nt  ttn?mbers  of  that  r\>mmittee  i^nd  fi<*mi)  forty  Corresponding  Mem- 
L^at  p**™ot*al  aacriSce,  wi?ie  8*x>king  to  obey  the  commands  of  the 
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Convention,  and  to  develope  in  practice  the  policy  adopted  in  them.  He  deam 
to  know  if  the  duty  waa  all  on  their  Bide  ;  if  the  brethren  felt  that  it  was  rig] 
to  impose  these  obligations  upon  their  representatives,  and  then  render  i 
service  in  aid  of  their  fulfilment  ?  Did  they  propose  to  vote  the  paper  into  ei 
tence  and  then  leave  it  to  sink  or  swim  without  a  single  effort  in  its  behalf  t 
seemed  to  him  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Convention  and  the  Associations  to  stai 
by  their  own  action  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  tl 
paper.    It  was  a  necessity. 

The  young  men  of  the  Continent  need  a  paper.  This  field  is  now  unoccupie 
The  Christian  young  men  represented  here  should  see  that  a  paper  is  provid 
to  meet  this  lack,  which  shall  be  elevating  in  all  its  teachings. 

The  Associations  need  the  paper ;  our  members  need  Information.  Associ 
tions  are  disbanded  every  year  because  men  do  not  know  how  to  carry  on  o 
work  Many  Associations  are  now  languishing  wliich  would  otherwise  be  stroi 
if  this  paper  was  in  the  hands  of  the  members.  We  all  need  the  encouraj 
ment  which  comes  from  a  knowledge  of  the  successes  achieved  by  prospero 
Associations.  Let  these  advantages  be  obtained  through  this  paper,  the  pi 
perty  of  the  Christian  Associations  of  the  Continent. 

Christian  people  not  in  the  Associations  need  such  a  paper.  There  are  m 
understandings  to  be  corrected  ;  misrepresentations  to  be  met ;  hundreds  a] 
thousands  are  seeking  information  in  regard  to  the  Associations  and  the  wo 
they  have  already  performed.  Persons  directly  connected  with  the  Assoc 
tions,  knowing  their  history,  acquainted  with  those  active  in  them,  should  spa 
in  regard  to  the  matter  here  indicated  ;  but  they  cannot  do  it  effectively  unk 
the  entire  membership  recognize  and  perform  the  duty  to  which  the  resoluti* 
refer?. 

If  this  duty  is  heartily  i)erformed  the  paper  will  not  only  accomplish  the 
results,  so  much  to  be  desired,  but  it  will  also  become  a  source  of  revenue  to  t 
Associations,  adequate  to  the  support  of  the  three  agents  named,  as  necessa 
in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  one  for  the  West,  one  for  the  Sout 
one  for  Canada  and  the  East.  In  this  way  the  Associations,  without  any  dii 
culty  or  any  real  tax,  can  provide  the  money  for  carrying  on  our  general  woi 
If  the  Mantldy  is  properly  supported  there  will  be  very  little  need  for  takii 
the  subscriptions  which  now  form,  not  the  pleasantest  feature  of  our  annu 
gatherings. 

The  success  of  the  paper  for  the  past  six  months  furnishes  ample  proof 
the  soundness  of  the  claim  now  made.  The  best  illustration  and  the  best  pro 
is  found  in  the  liistory  of  the  "  Christian  at  Work."  It  is  said,  that  paper  in  tl 
hands  of  the  private  corporation  which  has  now  absorbed  it,  is  worth  a  very  hau 
some  sum  of  money.  Its  circulation  is  reported  at  70,000  copies  monthly,  whi< 
includes  a  paying  subscription  of  more  than  50,000.  This  gives  it  very  gre 
value  as  an  advertising  medium.  It  is  well  known  that  all  this  was  accomplish 
mainly  by  the  efforts  of  the  members  of  the  Christian  Associations  througho 
the  Continent,  and  who  undoubtedly  supposed  in  what  they  did,  that  they  we 
creating  a  property  which  was  ever  to  be  held  in  trust,  with  all  its  increase,  f 
the  prosecution  of  Christian  work. 

Now,  is  it  too  much  to  ask  the  Associations  to  do  for  the  MontJdy,  which 
their  own  child,  represents  their  views,  is  their  property,  what  they  have  doi 
for  an  outside  enterprise  ? 


m 

Wilkinson,  of  WnahingtoHj  suggested  that  the  Com- 
iustmcUxl  to  kavc  love  HttjriL^s  out  of  the  Monthly. 

untird  replie<i  that  tho  Coinmittee  had  no  desire  to 
VG  storica  Tlicy  prcfcrreil  ta  fill  the  Monthly  with  news 
ciAtiotiS ;  btit  what  could  he  done  if  those  whose  ofl&cial 
is  to  forw^inl  new&,  received  offu^rs  of  compensation  from 
giSj  for  the  yotj  reports  which  it  was  their  duty  to  for- 
te Committ^se. 

Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  said, 

on  is  that  we  should  h&vo  only  one  paper ;  give  our  mutual  sup- 
L&ke  it  a  Aaaivm,  and  lot  it  stand  oat  before  the  world  as  the  repre- 
the  Youuff  Jleu'a  Ckrintiaa  Aaaociatiima  of  America. 

mes  F-  Camplxjll,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  suggested  that  the 
Committee  l>e  asked  to  remove  the  love  stories. 

oody,  of  Chicago,  said, 

pp<>3ed  to  thd  tietabliahm^Qt  of  tbi.'  i>aper,  and  had  come  down  re- 
>rk  a^lnst  ite  contintianci?.  Bat  he  had  been  converted  entirely, 
to  the  E^Eociilive  Committee  that  he  would  go  back  and  work  aU 
support  tho  paper  and  spreAd  it  everywhere.  Some  such  common 
?dod  to  hind  us  all  togethtir ;  and  if  the  Delegates,  when  they  re- 
would  work  {tit  this  tiiiterprlse,  tht?y  will  be  more  united  and  love 
U  more  when  they  moot  at  the  iUfXi  Convention. 

almost  uuanimous  v^ote,  the  amendment  was  lost,  and 
il  resolution  ns  amended,  was  adopted. 

tt  res^^lutiou  was  read  ami  adoptetl,  to  wit : 

Tliat  tlui  Convection  ajJi^mvett  and  adopts  the  report  of  the  Ex- 
mittt^e  'm  reganl  U>  the  Assticiatuyn  Monthly  and  their  circular  with 
areto,  and  the  Eiecutive  CommittcH?  L^  hereby  instructed  to  continue 
on. 

following  resolution,  an  animated  discussion  ensued  : 

Tliat  the  Eswulive  Committer*  he,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
traveling  agt-nt  for  the  prnftccntlon  of  Association  work  and  the 
I  of  Aeacjcjoti'ins  In  the  9ontht?m  St^toa,  for  such  a  period  as  may  I 

ivm  usefuif  after  full  corr^tjondisnce  with  representatives  of  Associa- 


endment  tJiereto,  offered  by  tlte  Rev.  J.  W.  Hamilton, 
f  illo,  MmtL^  was  lost,  au<l  the  original  resolution  adopted. 

towing  resolutions  were  also  adopted  : 

,  Tliflt  th«  Exectttire  C-ommittoe  he.  And  are  hereby  authorized  to 

»  ft*.»rvic««  of  Ml.  Robert  Weidensall.  as  the  Western  Agent  of  the 
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Associations  for  the  coming  year ;  with  leave  to  employ  him  in  such  States 
the  West,  including  those  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  as  may  seem  most  desirabl 
after  communication  with  the  Corresponding  Members,  and  if  deemed  best,  f 
a  portion  of  the  year  in  eflforts  to  establish  Associations  among  German  youi 
men. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authori» 
out  of  the  proceeds  from  the  copyright  of  the  Hymn-Book,  ("Songs  of  De\ 
tion,")  the  profits  of  the  Monthly,  or  from  donations  received  by  them,  and  n 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  visit  the  Associations 
the  British  Provinces,  the  Eastern,  Middle,  and  Central  Western  States,  or 
engage  therein  in  organizing  new  Associations,  such  work  to  be  undertaken 
harmony  with  the  views  of  the  Corresponding  Members  respectively. 

Besolved,  That  in  calling  the  State  Conventions,  the  Corresponding  Membe 
.  of  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  hereby  are  requested  to  comimunicAte  wii 
each  other,  and  with  the  Executive  Committee,  in  regard  to  the  times  of  hoi 
ing  the  same,  to  the  end  that  those  held  in  adjoining  States  may  be  so  conveni 
as  to  facilitate  the  plan  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  1 
represented  at  all  such  Conventions.        > 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  feel  the  necessity  of  further  urging  upon  the  C< 
responding  Members  of  the  different  States,  Districts  and  Provinces,  the  gre 
importance  of  State  Conventions. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  Hymn  and  Tune  Book  ("  Songs  of  Devotion  *')  pi 
pared  at  the  suggestion  of  our  last  Convention,  at  Portland,  by  W.  H.  Doan 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  published  by  Messrs.  Bigelow  &  Main,  of  New-Yoi 
City,  we  find  a  work  not  only  admirably  adapted  for  use  in  our  Young  Mei 
Christian  Conventions  and  Associations,  but  eminently  fitted  for  devotional  e 
ercisesand  social  meetings,  and  we  recommend  and  urge  its  adoption  for  gener 
use.  ^ 

Re-sdved,  That  careful  consideration  be  given  to  the  report  of  the  Ledu 
Bureau,  and  that  action  be  taken  to,  if  possible,  increase  the  efficiency  and  u« 
fulness  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau  in  the  future. 

Action  on  the  last  resolution  was  deferred  for  the  report  of  tl 
Special  Committee  on  the  Lecture  Bureau. 

The  remaining  resolutions  were  adopted,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  form  for  letters  of  introduction  and  acknowledgmei 
recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  adopted  and  recommended  to  the  Association,  and  the  Committee 
hereby  instructed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  printed  and  distributed  among  tl 
Associations,  and  that  they  prepare  a  corresponding  form  for  the  introductic 
of  young  men  not  members  of  .the  Association. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  taking  of  subscriptions  for  the  wants  * 
the  Executive  Committee  as  suggested  ;  that  there  be  a  call  by  States  of  all  tl 
Associations,  and  that  the  delegates  be  prepared  to  respond  with  the  amoui 
their  Associations  will  subscribe  ;  that  at  the  same  time  they  specify  how  larg 
a  number  of  copies  of  the  Association  Monthly  they  desire,  and  of  the  Report  ( 
the  Proceedings  of  this  Convention  ;  also  that  a  call  be  made  by  the  Executiv 
Committee  for  subscriptions  from  all  Associations  not  represented. 
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,  That  the  EatocatiTo  Committee  ijublish  the  proceedings  of  this 
mdndiDg  the  Report,  proTy  otl  tin?  subscriptions  therefor  be  sufficient 
cost  of  publication,  imd  that  it  he  lesued  so  soon  as  expedient. 

oounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee 

en  examined  and  aiidite<l  by  the  Committee,  it  was 

,  That  tho  B&me  bo  approved  as  mi  audited,  and  printed  with  the 
le  PpiJceedin^  of  the  Convention,  ftotl  that  the  Executive  Committee 
o  iacorporate  in  the  siaid  Rep<jrt  ^nrh  sums  as  are  now  due. 

That  the  Executive  Committee  he  instructed  to  call  a  meeting  of 
vonal  Convention  for  1871,  and  tbAt  the  question  of  bi-ennial  sessions 
n^prt^sentatioD  be  oonsiilerivl  at  thut  time. 

port  wti3  tlien  m*eojjted  and  ittl opted  as  a  whole. 

tssidctit  Bartram  in  the  Chair. 

lowing  named  Brethren  wero  duly  elected  Correspond- 
jcrs  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

,  J,  R  Dougull,  Montreal ;  Ontario,  William  Anderson, 
Nova  Scotia,  James  Farqiihar,  Halifax ;  New  Brunswick, 
law&>i],  St  Johns ;  Prince  Edward's  Island,  William 
iifirluttci  Town  ;  Maiue,  Henry  H.  Burgess,  Portland ; 
ipshire,  R  0.  Bkuit^  Nashua ;  Vermont,  0.  B.  Douglass, 
ro ;  Massachasetts,  K  R  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston;  Rhode 
Idwin  R  Halden,  Providence ;  Connecticut,  Newton 
ew  London ;  Ncvv^-York,  John  I.  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie ; 
ley^  W.  X  Carleton^  Eli^^aheth;  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
;*ittabtirg ;  Maryland,  D.  W.  Glass,  Baltimore ;  District 
bia,  George  A.  HliII,  Wasliington ;  Western  Virginia, 
-  Gibbens,  Parke rsburg ;  South  Carolina,  V.  C.  Dibble, 
n  ;  Kentucky ,  John  L.  Wheat,  Louisville  ;  Ohio,  11.  P. 
incinnati  ;  Indiana,  John  B.  Brandt,  Lidianapolis ;  Ilfi- 
Wilson,  Springfield ;  Missouri,  Thomas  'Marshall,  St 
Ilchigan,  Sihis  Fartner,  Detroit ;  Wisconsin,  H.  J. 
[adii^on  ;  Nebraska,  W.  R  Bi^ntley,  Omaha ;  Iowa,  George 
fi,  Dubuque  ;  Catifornia,  R  J.  Trumbull,  San  Francisco  ; 
I,  W.  0.  ni«key^  Minneapolis;  Kansas,  William  Dill, 
>rth;  E,  J<  Trumbull,  SaTi  Francisco,  California;  R  G. 
Jfookhaven,  Mississippi ;  J.  C.  Slocum,  Goldsboro,  North 
Mn  Curtcrj  Bristol,  Tennt's^^ee  ;  A.  L.  Brown,  New 
Louisiana ;    C.    H.    Dimtniek,    Richmond,    Virginia  ; 
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Charles  H.  Olmstead,  Savannah,  Georgia ;  Joseph  Hardee,  Sebu 
Alabama ;  M.  Page,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Moses  W.  Pond,  of  Boston,  from  the  Special  Committee  on  th 
Lecture  Bureau  Report,  submitted  the  following  as  their  Report 

Whereas  the  establishment  of  the  Lecture  Bureau  originated  in  the  deman 
for  such  an  organization  bj  many  of  our  Associations,  especiaUy  at  the  Wee 
and, 

Whereas  the  largely  increasing  employment  of  the  fiaciUties  offered  by  ti 
Lecture  Bureau  indicate  no  diminution,  but  rather  an  increase  in  such  demand, 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  Lecture  Bureau  be  continued  on  il 
original  basis,  the  Bureau  being  allowed  however  to  avail  itself  of  any  applic 
tlon  from  other  organizations,  provided  they  do  not  interf  re  with  our  o^ 
Associations. 

We  further  recommend  that  a  vigorous  efR)rt  be  hereafter  made  to  fumic 
cheap  lectures  for  the  education  of  the  many,  by  obtaining  the  names  of  tl 
various  scientific  and  literary  lecturers  who  will  give  courses  for  a  modera 
compensation — said  lectures  be  either  free  or  at  moderate  and  nominal  fee,  anc 

Also,  that  the  Bureau  be  continued  on  its  present  management  for  tl 
ensuing  year. 

The  adoption  of  this  report  was  moved. 

E.  Wilson,  of  Springfield;  IlL,  moved  as  an  amendment,  t 
lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  table.  The  amendment  was  loa 
Mr.  Wilson  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  Bureau,  and  M 
Alfred  Wicks  defended  the  management 

Charles  Mumford,  of  Brooklyn,  Secretary  of  the  Bureau,  wi 
given  fifteen  minutes  to  make  a  statement  D.  L.  Moody,  of  CI 
cago,  replied,  advising  the  discontinuance  of  the  Bureau.  Furth 
discussion  was  ended  by  a  vote  being  taken,  resulting  in  tl 
adoption  of  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committea 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  report  as  far  as  received  by  them,  the  numt 
of  Delegates  in  attendance :  Executive  Committee,  4 ;  Corresponding  Membc 
of  Executive  Committee,  10 ;  Delegates,  401 ;  Corresponding  Members  of  Co 
vention,  67— Total,  472. 

The  following  persons  have  reported  as  delegates : 

EXBCUnVB  COMMnTEK. 


CEPHAS  BBAINERD,  New-York. 
ROBERT  R.  McBURNEY,  New-Tork. 


I  BENJAMIN  C.  WETMOKE,  New-York. 
I  EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS,  New-York. 


CORRKBPONDINQ  MRMBBRS  OF  THB  EXBCUTIYE  COMMITTRB. 


L.  P.  ROWLAND,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass. 
HENRY  J.  COWLES.  Madison,  Wis. 
WILLIAM  J.  CARLTON.  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
O.  B.  DOUGLASS,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 
THOMAS  K.  CRBE,  Pittbborg,  Pa. 


M.  H.  BARNARD,  Indianapolts,  Ind. 
W.  O.  HIS&EF,  MinneapolU,  Minn. 
WILLIAM  DILL,  Kansaa. 
H.  P.  LLOYD,  Cincinnati,  O. 
E.  R.  HOLDEN,  Rhode  lahuid. 
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:BIlITlSii     r*ROVINCB3S. 


GEOUrtE  HAULTE, 
H.  L.  THOMPSON, 
JOHN  ADAMS, 

CRAUtBS  a.  FlKCn, 
THOMAS  J.  TV^ILKIK. 


HamUton, 

A.  J.  Mckenzie, 

SHERIFF  THOMAS, 
GEORGE  A.  YOUNG, 
W.  E.  M.  JAMES. 

aCEBBC. 

Montreal 
Rev.  G.  DOUGLAS,  LL.D., 
ALFRED  SANDHAM. 


T7WITIGI3     STj^.I'JES. 


H.  M,  WHKELER, 
EDMUND  N,  15ART0K 
AAIION  V.  QREBN. 

JOSIPH  T.  ^rooD. 

Lcr%t/eU. 
OEH.  B.  LOVi:*T0T. 
P  HI  LET  U  a  DUliNHAiL 

LymK 
E,  A,  LIBBY. 

n.  il.  MOOKE, 

RflT,  J.  W.  HAMILTON, 

C.  H.  BEKSWELL. 

WtLLlAM  A.  NOTTAGS, 

AZRA  B.  DELANO. 
CHAS.  E  LYON. 
E0T.  A.  n.  COULLDOE. 
CO  .\VI  ECTf  c  i;  T^ 

Rey.  JOHN  K.  DURAKB, 

ReT.  WILLIAM  BROWN. 

DAHNEY  t:!AKR. 
HKNitr  S.  STERLING, 

KflY.  W.  W.  BOWUITCIL 

BeT.  B.  W,  LATHROP. 

Kortjpulk, 
LUCIUS  IL  BIGKLOW, 

E.  W  TWITCH  ELL. 
W.  R,  WALKLT. 
UP^NUKIDN. 

H.  C.  WEAVER, 

J.  F.  RUSCO. 

Mi{fr^rd. 
ELLIOTT  B,  PL  ATT, 
GEO.  E.  BALDWIN. 

Futmain. 


RHODB  ISLAND. 

Providenee. 
AARON  B.  McCRILLIS. 

PatctttekeL 
HORACE  BEACH.  Jr., 
Rev.  C.  H.  8PAULDING, 
THOS.  P.  BARN  FIELD. 

Westerly. 
Rev.  G.  E.  TOMLINSON, 
THOS.  C.  CROCKER. 

NBW-YORK. 

Rht.  WM.  M.  MARTIN, 
WILLIAM  EDSALI^ 
A.M,  WYLIIE. 
ALFl^EU  WICKS, 
FKAi<CI^  S  DHl^t'OLL, 
PHILO  W.  SCt>FtKU>, 
E.  M.  BOT:N'Tt*N, 
CHAS,  MUMFORI^ 
G,  M.POWELL. 

New  Utrecht  Branch. 
JAMES  S.  WRIGHT. 

FxUton, 
P.  L.  SALMON. 

Ecutem  DietrieL 
JOHN  B.  THOMAS. 
WM.  L.  QUINNELL, 
E.  R.  THOMAS, 
H.  GEO.  WILSON. 

East  BrooUyn, 
GEO.  W.  WILSON, 
MARVIN  ROBBINS. 

Newburg, 
JOHN  BALDWIN. 

Utica. 
HENRY  CHATFIELD. 

Aulmm. 
GEO.  W.  LEONARD, 
BYRON  C.  SMITH. 

Seheneetady. 
J.  J.  MARLETTK 

Amsterdam. 
Rev.  W.  J.  HEATH, 
J.  R.  KRECHTING, 
THOS.  MURPHY, 
EDW.  S.  DREDT. 

Cornell  University. 
A.  B.  C.  DICKINSON. 

Buffalo. 
ARTHUR  B.  WILEXS. 
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Troy. 
HENRY  A.  STARKS. 

North  Shore,  Staten  Island, 
JOHN  H.  EADIE. 
8.  JTJDSON  RAYNOR. 

Syracuse, 
Rev.  P.  W.  EMEN& 

New  York  (My. 
JAMES  A.  BENNETT, 
FRED'K  A.  BOOTH, 
ANSELM  SHAFF. 
GEO.  W.  ARNOLD, 
R.  L  PURDY, 
JOHN  C.  HAVBMEYER, 
HENRY  W.ELLIOTT, 
G.  L.  MORSE. 
RICH'D  C  MORSE, 
JAMES  FAITHFUL, 
Rev.  W.  N.  McVICKER. 

NEW  JERSEY, 

Jersey  City. 
JAS.  R.  WILLIAMSON. 

Newark. 
Hon.  CHAS.  C.  LATHROP. 
JONATHAN  DICKINSOl^r, 
J.  M.  WARD.  M.D., 
THOS.  M.  COX. 
GEO.  .W.  DOUGLASS. 

Montelair. 
J.  H.  WHEELER, 
J  W.  HENING, 

TrenUm. 
H.  V.  B.  JACOBUS, 
JAMES  MOSES. 
M.  W.  JOHNSON. 

Elizabeth, 
A.  W.  HALSEY, 
GEO.  E.  RISLER. 

New  Brunswick. 
FRANK  L.  JANEWAY. 
Orange. 

C.  J.  PRE8C0TT. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bethlehem, 
WM.  H.  OERTER. 
Tidioute, 
JOHN  ANDREWS. 

Boston. 
A.V.D.  HENRYMAN. 

Warren. 
P.  J.  TRUSHEL, 
Rev.  ROBT.  MOTT. 

Far*. 

D.  E.  SMALL, 
C.  G.  WELCH, 
S.  B.  JENSLER, 
Rev.  WM.  H.  RICE. 

Beading. 
G.  A.  RICHARDSON. 

Shrevfstmry 
HENRY  LATTIMER. 

Chester. 
GEO.  D.  STROUD. 

Corry. 
H.  T.  NASH. 


Candor. 
W.  J.  SMITH. 

Slippery  Book. 
Rev.  ROBT.  McMILLAN. 

Erie. 
N.  J.  CLARK. 
CHAS.  C.  SHIRK. 
FRANK  J.  FRENCH, 
Rev.  C.  C.  KIMBALL, 
Rev.  A.  8.  DOBBS, 
Rev.  C.  H.  HARVEY. 

Birmingham. 
JOHN  H.  FIRMAN, 
JOHN  W.  E  WINGS. 

Mount  Jackson. 
WM.  M.  TAYLQR. 

Philadflphia. 
GEO.  H.  STUART. 
AXEX  P.  BROWN, 
H.  W.  THISSELL, 
DAVID  M.  WARREN, 
R.  H.  HINCKLEY,  Jr., 
J.  J  JOYCE,  Jr.. 
PETER  B  SIMONS, 
THOS.  MARSHALL. 

Seranton. 
Rev.  P.  KROHN, 
M.  L.  JONES. 
JOSEPH  C.  BACHELOR, 

Neto  Castle. 
IRA  D.  8ANKEY. 
JAMES  CARRUTHERS. 

Petroleum  Center. 
Rev.  C.  M.  HUNT, 

C.  N.  PAYNE. 

Pittsburg. 
H.  J.  PARKER, 
F.  R,  BRUNOT, 
WM.  FREW. 
Rev.  S.  F.  SCOVEL, 
T.  H.  HANNA, 
J.  H.  W.  STUCKENBURG, 
T.  H.  RABE, 
A.  W  BELL. 
JAS.  LAUGHLIN,  Jr.. 
W.  R.  JENNINGS, 
THOS.  D.  LOGAN. 

WUliamsport. 
JOHN  I.  BERRY, 
JOHN  F.  DAVIS. 

niARTLAND. 

Baltimore. 
Rev.  T.  M.  EDDY,  D.D., 

D.  W.  GLASS, 
J.  G.  BERGEN. 

Frederick  City. 
HENRY  K.  CAMRACH, 

E.  O.  ELDRIDGE. 

Central  BaUimore. 
JOHN  A.  WEBB. 
J.  B.  THOMAS  Jr., 
JAS.  H.  DOWNS. 

Woodsboro. 
JOHN  A.  SNYDER. 

DI8T.  of  coLcrnrBrA, 

Washington. 
Rev.  GEO.  A.  HALL, 
Hod.  S.  S.  FISHER, 


F.  M.  HEATON. 

C.  H.  MERWIN. 
WM.  STICKNEY, 
F.  H.  SMITH. 

H.  C.  STUDLEY, 
M.  C.  WILKINSON. 
WARREN  CHOATE, 
O.  KNIGHTS, 
F.  A.  BURR, 
F.  W.  PRATT. 

1¥BST  VIRGINIA 

Wheeling. 
JOSEPH  WILLETT8, 
Rev.  S.  B.  BARNITZ, 
JOHV  CARLTN. 
A.G.WINCHER, 
WM.  H.  IRWIN. 

Parkersburg. 

D.  CLINTON  LOVTTT. 
CHANNING  M.  SMITH 

SOUTH  CAROLIN. 

Charleston. 
C.  E.  CHICHESTER. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis. 
H.  H.  JUDSON. 

KBNTIJCKT. 

LouitviUe. 
CHAS.  B.  SEYMOUR, 
J.  E  HARDY. 
JOHN  L.  WHEAT. 
Rev.  JOSEPH  MALONE 
Rev.  JOS.  W.  MITCHEL] 

OHIO. 

C^umbus, 
B.  L.  TAYLOR, 
J.C  STUBBS, 
W.  A.  MAHONEY, 
S.  M.  HOTCHKISS. 

ZanssvUU. 
W.  8.  BELL. 

E.  R.  SULLIVAN. 
W.  M.  HERRIOTT, 
H.  G.  O.  CARY. 
Rev.  WM.  M.  BOHER. 

Elyria. 
JEROME  MANVTLLE, 
E.  W.  METCALFE. 

Portsmouth, 
J.  M.  PEEDLES, 
WM.  JONES, 
WM.  H.  BONSALL, 
GEO.  H  BELL. 

Shelby. 
Rev.  J.  F.  SHEAVER. 

Ashland. 
JOSEPH  B.  STUBBS, 
8.  W.  BEER. 

Mount  Yemon. 
Rev.  J.  W.  EDSER, 

D.  W.  CHASE. 

PainesviUe. 

E.  S.  YOUNG, 
C.  E.  BRINK. 
JOHN  W.  TYLER, 


m 


INDIANA. 

C.  »,  FOTTS. 
T.  J.  NEWBr, 
J/V,  IIARIvKft, 
CHAS.  F.  COFFIS. 

A.  J,  Wt*OT€»N, 
ANDY  TTUOTOK, 
O.  WHITE. 

C,  JACKSON, 
CC.  BRINK  LEY, 

0-  H.  KXOLtEKBEBQ 
T,  J,  BAILKY. 

FffinHm. 
Itf*f,  A.  B.  ilOREY, 

Pix»f.  J.  E.  WALTI5E. 

J.  D.  RUTCRTNGS, 
T.  n.STEMSOX, 
31* V.  A.  A.  liltniYBT, 
J.  K.  ROBERTS. 

A^C<aiiJn7£tfK 
J.P.  H.  KTT^LEn, 

J.fi.  INGRAHAM. 

T.  P.  WAGONTEft 

IndianapoUt. 
JOEN  DIXO^'/ 
JOHN  W.  RAY, 
T-  it  K.  EN^OS. 
E.  Si  FIELD, 

JAR  Mcdowell, 

W.  C.  SMOCKp 

D,  H.  WILKS, 
JuntJ  H,  OFIR, 

B.  F.  WITT. 

l>r.  F.  A  SSYMOUJL 
J.  FERRIER 

Terrt  ITduV, 
C  C.  OAKLEY, 
J.  E.  SASTOH. 
B,  M.  W  ALMS  LEY. 

RALPH  D.  MORE. 
THoa.  G.  GliEEYJB, 

E,  W.MAY0, 

J,  Q,  A.  rEIlKIX, 
friA^.  U,  KGliAUT. 
LEWIS  FCiLLEYt 
L.  U.  SLOCUM, 
W,  L.  B,  ELLIS. 

J.  P.  HAWKS, 

w.  B.  J  A  coca 

CHAS  r.  STEVENS. 
Eev,  CHAS.  TINSLEY 

^.  M,  COVNER, 

Kbt.  JOSEPH  YANCB, 
Eev.  GEU  PAKMOTT. 


E«T,  H.  L,  MOREHOrSE. 


G^nd  Rapidt. 
C.  G.  SWENSBERG, 
M.  S.  CUSBY. 

Ann  Arbor. 
C.  E.  CONLEY. 
W.  B.  MILLERD, 
A  K.  SPENCE, 

C.  J.  WILLETTS. 

Monroe, 
Prof.  E.  J.  BOYD. 
JaekMon. 
L.  O:.  OSBORNE. 

Kalamazoo. 
Rev  0.  S.  DEANE. 
Detroit. 

E.  L.  ESSELTYNE, 
WALTER  BUHL, 

F.  D.  TAYLOR, 
JOHN  W.  AMPHLETT. 

ILLINOIS. 

Springfield. 
ED  A.  WILSON, 
GEO.  W.  INGALLS. 

Aurora. 
S.  D.  CROSBY. 
Rev.  T.  N.  HASKELL, 

D.  J.  PIKE. 

T.  a  HASELTINE. 

St.  Charlet. 
HIRAM  RALPH. 
Peoria. 
WILLIAM  REYNOLDS. 

JackeonviXU, 
L.  B.  GLOVER, 
W.  H.  DeMOTT. 

Roeh  Island, 

E.  W.  SPENCER. 

Chicago. 
D.  L.  MOODY. 

B.  F.  JACOBS, 

W.  W.  VANARSDALE, 
Mai.  D.  W,  WHITTLE, 
J.  W.  MIDGLEY. 

F.  O   ENKIGN, 

G.  W.  StlATUV 

Prot.  P-  G  GILLETTE, 
Ryv,  GLEN'  WUUD, 
K.  A.  BURNELL, 
Rt'V.T.  M   EHOYp  D.D., 
ALUERl'  McCALLA. 
L.  W   HOLMES. 

Shatoneetoton. 
J.W  REDDEN, 
J.  B.  TUKNER, 
M.  HUNTER. 

liri8CONSIN. 

Janeftville. 
RUSSEL  CHENEY, 
JAS.  SUTHERLAND. 

Whitewater. 

C.  M.  BLACKMAN 

IOWA. 

Des  Moinet. 
F.  J.  CRESSEY. 


Il 
[ 
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Dubuqtu. 
J.  OTIS  STILLMAN. 

niflNBSOTA. 

MinnMpoUt. 
D.  C.  BELL. 

RochesUr. 
J.  D.  BLAKB. 

ManhUo, 
A.  D.  CON DIT. 

Duleith, 
Bev.  M.  aALLAGHBB. 
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unissovRi. 

8L  Louit. 

J.  C.  BERTRAM, 
A.  8.  TEASDALE, 
Rev.  THOS.  MARSHALL, 
8HEPHARD  WELLS, 
SAMUEL  CUPPLBS. 


KansMOUy. 

Rev.  ROBT.  IRWIN, ' 
T.  M.  FERGUSON, 
D.  A.  WILLIAMS. 


NSBBASKA. 

Onuiha, 
ROBT.  WEEDENSAXL. 

CALIFORNIA. 

San  Franciie: 
AMI  WHITNEY. 

SanJote. 
A.  K  POMBROY, 


We  report  rnnc}!  delay  on  the  part  of  Delegates  in  handing  in  their  creden- 
tials, and  many  have  entirely  failed  to  report  their  credentials  to  this  Committee 
and,  consequently,  will  fail  to  be  reported  in  the  list  of  Members  of  this  Con- 
vention.   Your  Committee  wonld  farther  report  the  following  Resolution  : 

Besolt>ed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  prepare  two  complete 
lists  of  all  the  Associations  in  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  arranged 
in  their  order,  with  the  Associations  in  such  States  and  Provinces  alphabetically 
arranged,  and  blanks  properly  prepared  for  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the 
Elxecutive  Committee  from  each  State  and  Province ;  and  for  the  Delegates  and 
Corresponding  or  Honoraiy  Members  finom  each  Association,  for  the  use  of  the 
Credential  Committee  of  the  next  Convention,  and  that  they  report  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  Convention,  some  method  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Oreden- 
tii3  Committee  in  procuring  complete  lists  of  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
that  they  may  be  reported  at  an  early  stage  of  the  session. 

J.  D.  BLAKE, 
Ohavrman  of  Committee  on  Credentiali. 

The  Report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  the  Committee  dis-  • 
charged 

The  Convention  then  adjourned,  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Robt 
McMillan,  of  Slippery  Rock,  Pa, 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Convention  came  to  order  at  2:30  P.  M.,  President  Maclean, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Spaulding,  of  Pawtucket,  R  L,  conducted  the 
opening  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  the  Morning  Session  were  read  and  approved 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  Convention,  was  then 
read : 

Toting  Men's  Chbibtian  Association,       ) 

165  Aldbrbgatb  St.,  London,  Eno.    r 

June  10th,  1S70.) 

Mt  Dear  Brothers,— I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  circular  which 
announces  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Ab- 
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socuitions  of  North  America ;  and  I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  assuring  you 
of  the  deep  interest  which  your  EngUsh  Brethren  take  in  all  your  proceedings, 
and  the  afiectionate  sympathy  with  which  they  mark  the  growing  efficiency,  as 
well  as  the  oyer  increasing  dimensions  of  your  work. 

I  am  charged  by  the  Committee  of  the  London  Association  to  request  that 
yon  will  he  pleased  to  conyey  to  the  delegates  who  may  assemble  at  Indian- 
apolis, and  through  them  to  the  Brotherhood  at  large,  the  very  cordial  saluta- 
tions of  the  United  British  Associations. 

We  pray  that  your  assembly  may  be  attended  in  larger  numbers  than  here- 
tofore ;  that  it  may  recdve  new  and  abundant  tokens  of  the  Divine  Presence 
and  blessing,  and  that  its  issues  may  be  a  yet  wider  extension  of  the  mission  of 
the  Associations. 

SpeciaUy  my  brethren  desire  me  to  convey  to  your  Convention  their  grateful 
acknowledgments  of  the  finvor  with  which  you  received  the  delegation  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Hodder,  to  represent  them  at  your  last  assembly,  and  their  sincere, 
heartfelt  thanks  for  the  brotherly  kindness  shown  to  him  by  the  representatives 
of  the  Association,  in  so  many  places  and  so  many  ways,  during  his  stay  on  the 
American  oontment. 

His  report  confirmed  all  that  we  had  before  heard  of  the  love  which  pervades 
your  fellowship,  of  the  zeal  with  which  the  great  work  of  the  Association  is 
pursued,  and  of  the  practical  skill  with  which  that  work  is  adapted  to  the  vary- 
ing circumstances  of  life  in  your  greater  and  smaller  cities,  and  your  country 
towns.  We  gloiify  God  on  your  behalf,  giving  thanks  to  Him  at  every  remem- 
brance of  your  faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  to  His  Saints. 

We  are  not  able  to  send  you  any  delegates  this  year.  If  it  should  happen 
that  the  Rev.  John  Edmond,  D.D.,  a  much  esteemed  clergyman  of  this  city  is 
in  your  vicinity,  we  hope  he  will  have  arranged  to  visit  you ;  in  which  case  he 
will  tell  you  something  of  our  aflBedrs,  and  will  certainly  be  a  very  fit  exp(»ient 
of  the  feelings  of  esteem  and  love  with  which  you  are  regarded  by  the  people 
of  God  in  this  Old  World.  He  will  need  no  commendation  to  your  regards 
when  you  have  seen  him. 

I  forbear  to  ofier  any  comment  on  the  programme  of  work  which  lies  before 
you,  for  apart  from  a  deep  sense  of  my  inability  to  counsel  men  who  work  so 
well  and  so  successfully,  I  also  entertain  a  conviction  that  your  methods  must 
needs  be  all  your  own,  and  that  though  they  may  difier  in  some  respects  from 
ours,  ours  would  certainly  not,  altogether,  be  fitted  to  the  conditions  of  life  and 
work  amongst  you.  Only  let  us  pray  that  the  directly  religious  aims  of  the 
Associations  may  receive,  everywhere,  more  prominence. 

I  am,  with  much  respect  and  regard,  my  dear  brother,  yours,  sincerely, 
WM.  EDWIN  SHIPTON,  Secreta^, 

Y.  M.  C.  Association,  London,  Eng. 


Thb  PiiBsiDBirr,  Viob-Pbbsidbnts,  Tkbasuiibb,  Chaibicak,) 
CoaacrrrsB  and  Membbrsofthb  Youno  Mbn's  Chbis-V 
TiAK  Association,  Livicrpool,  England.  ) 

2b  the  Prendent  and  Mtmben  qf  t?ie  International  CoTwenHon  of  Toung  Men*$ 
Chrietian  Aeeociatum,  IndianapoUe,  Ind,,  U.S.A. 

Beloybd  Brbthrbn, — We  duly  received  the  circular  of  your  Executive 
Committee,  convening  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces.  Immediately 
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your  drcolars  were  received  we  commaiiicated  with  all  the  principal  Associa- 
tions in  Great  Britain,  informing  them  of  the  Convention,  and  asking  their 
earnest  prayers  for  your  success. 

Brethren,  you  will  have  the  Sincere  good  wishes  and  the  prayers  of  all  the 
Associations  in  the  old  country.  Here,  in  Liverpool,  your  opening  day,  Wed- 
nesday, the  22d  instant,  has  been  set  apart  as  a  day  for  special  prayer  to  onr 
Heavenly  Father  that  He  may  abundantly  bless  your  coming  together.  We 
do  not  forget  you,  and  the  common  cause  in  your  land,  at  our  devotional  meet- 
ings. We  heartily  wish  you  God  speed.  We  are  absent  fix)m  you  in  body,  but 
present  in  spirit.    We  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  success. 

Brethren,  on,  on  with  the  noble  work ;  prospering,  increasing,''  spreading, 
making  the  glorious  cause  felt  in  every  corner  of  your  vast  country,  nay  more, 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  whole  earth.  Though  thousands  of 
miles  distant,  we  are  united — united  in  the  one  eflTort.  Who  can  separate  us"? 
May  God  grant  to  every  one  present  at  your  meeting  increased  zeal  in  and  for 
our  Master's  service.  Failure  is  not  in  our  dictionary ;  success  is.  We  trust 
you  will  again  appoint  a  day  for  united  prayer  throughout  the  world.  If  any 
of  the  brethren  in  America  should  be  visiting  Europe,  we  hope  they  will  visit 
the  Liverpool  Association.  We  are  always  rejoiced  to  see  them ;  shall  only  be 
delighted  to  give  them  a  hearty  welcome. 

In  conclusion,  we  again  wish  you  every  success  and  prosperity,  both  at  the 
Convention  and  in  the  work  generally.  May  God  bless,  guide  and  direct  you 
in  your  deliberations,  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  all  present,  the  good  of  the  Asso- 
ciations generally  and  to  His  everlasting  honor  and  glory. 

Brethren,  we  greet  you  with  our  united  Christian  love. 

I  remain,  dear  Brethren,  ever  yours  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

SAM.  NASH,  B.  A.,  Secretary. 

Liverpool,  England,  June  8, 1870. 

A  communication  from  Moncton,  Canada,  was  also  submitted 

Vice-President  Hague  in  the  Chair. 

The  Convention  joined  in  singing,  after  which  the  Hon.  S.  S. 
Fisher,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  led  in  prayer. 

The  special  order  of  business  was  the  hearing  of  an  address 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  from  J.  C.  Have- 
meyer,  of  New-York,  who  said  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Observer 
had  told  him  that,  but  for  the  encouragement  and  aid  extended 
to  the  project  by  the  Association  of  New- York,  the  proposed 
meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  *  would  hardly  have  been 
possible.  The  Alliance  was  first  formed  in  London,  in  1846, 
and  now  has  branches  all  over  the  world.  Its  object  is  to  promote 
efficiency  and  Christian  action  by  Christian  union.  The  speaker 
closed  by  ui-ging  the  Delegates  to  do  their  utmost  to  render  the 
meeting  of  the  Alliance  a  success. 
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Hon.  Felix  R  Brunot,  of  Pittsburg,  expressed  great  ioterest  in 
the  Alliance,  and  desired  to  offer  two  resolutions  which  he  wished 
the  Convention  to  adopt  The  mles  were  su^ipended,  and  the 
resolutioiiB  offered, 

Mexit^d^  Tliat  tlie  approaclim;gf  cotiferi^nce  of  t^e  ETaiigellcal  AUiance,  In 
the  City  of  New  Tark,  is  hereby  commended  to  the  prayers  of  the  Y.  M,  C. 
Afldociatione  of  the  country,  atid  they  are  ear  neatly  urgf?rl  to  co-operato  m  secnr- 
mg  the  success  of  the  movement, 

ReBotvedj  That  the  Exceutive  Committee  be  and  thej  hereby  are  instru<rt«d 
to  arrange  J  if  poedihle^  for  the  presentation^  at  the  aesaitjnid  of  the  Erangelical 
Alliftnoe,  of  a  paper  on  Young  Mwn'e  Clirietian  Associations. 

They  were  unanimously  adopted. 

fhe  Comraittee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Comtnittee, 
offered  a  resolution  urging  all  Associations  that  had  not  yet  done 
so,  to  forwajd  their  reporU  wUhoiit  delay*  The  resolution  waa 
adopted,  and  the  Committee  were  discharged. 

At  this  period,  a  plentiful  shower  of  rain  began  to  descend 
upon  the  parched  earth,  whereupon  the  Convention  rose  and  sang 
**  Praise  God  from  whom  all  Blessings  Flow." 

On  motion  of  Geo,  II,  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  special  prayers 
were  offered  (by  the  Rev,  Jamea  F.^Campbell^  of  Halifax,  N.  S,j) 
fca-  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  view  of  the  family 
affliction  resting  upon  him  in  the  death  of  his  nephew;  also  for 
the  Queen  of  England,  that  she  miglit  be  continued  in  health  and 
prosperity,  and  also  that  the  two  great  nations  might  live  iji  peace, 
and  go  forth  to  conquer  the  world  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

The  Convention  next  pi%>ceeded  to  select  a  place  in  which  to 
hold  the  next  Convention. 

Providence^  R  I,,  was  the  first  place  named,  and  its  claims  were 
strongly  urged  by  Messrs.  McCrillis  and  Holden,  of  that  city. 

Pittsbui^,  Pa,,  was  even  more  prominently  proposed  by  Thoa. 
D,  Logan,  Hon*  Felix  R  Brunot  and  Major  William  Frew,  of 
that  city. 

The  Rev.  U  W.  Latlirop  invited  the  Convention  to  New  Haven, 
Conn,,  and  N.  J.  Clark  pressed  the  advantf^s  of  Erie,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  was  then  mentioned,  amid  great  applause, 
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by  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  who  vigorously  contended  for  the 
choice  of  that  city.  In  this  view,  he  was  strongly  supported  by 
George  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  Ami  Whitney,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  K.  A.  Bumell,  of  Aurora,  IlL 

The  next  invitation  came  from  "Washington,  D.  C,  through  the 
Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  who  stated. 

That  the  Washinfifton  Association  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  nomerous  in 
the  United  States.  They  own  a  large  building  about  the  size  of  the  one  in 
which  the  Convention  was  then  meeting.  Besides  the  Delegates  could  do  much 
good  in  Washington,  especially  among  the  numerous  clerks  in  the  departments. 
The  Washington  Association  wanted  the  Delegates  to  come  from  the  different 
States  and  point  out  these  young  men  whom  they  had  known  in  their  homes. 
Then,  if  for  no  other  consideration  than  that  of  Washington  being  the  Capital, 
the  speaker  contended  that  the  Convention  ought  to  meet  there  at  least  once. 
And,  lastly,  by  meeting  there  "  we  may  expect  to  strike  hands  with  our  South- 
em  brethren.  Washington,  D.  C. — W  stands  for  Welcome,  D  for  Divine  Bless- 
ing, and  C  for  Come !  ** 

George  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  said, 

If  the  Capital  were  chosen,  the  brethren  of  the  South  would  come  there,  and 
one  such  wave  as  they  would  there  meet  would  send  its  blessed  influence  over 
the  whole  coimtry — ^making  no  North  and  no  South,  but  one  whole  country. 

C.  E.  Chichester,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  said. 

That  at  the  next  Convention  they  expected  to  have  fifty  new  Associations 
represented,  if  held  in  Washington.  He  was  strongly  impreaeed  that  the 
Associations  would  re-unite  the  sections  of  this  country. 

The  result  of  the  voting  was  a  very  large  majority  in  fiivor  of 
Washington,  and,  on  motion,  the  vote  was  made  unanimoua 

Some  discussion  having  ensued  as  to  changing  the  time  of 
holding  the  Convention,  the  following  Eesolution  was,  on  motion 
of  K  P.  Bowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  adopted : 

Ruolved,  That  the  time  of  holding  the  next  Convention  of  these  Assodationf 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  fuU  power. 

On  motion  of  D.  K  Moody,  of  Chicago,  supported  by  Rev.  D.  W. 
Lathrop,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  F.  J.  Cressy,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  the  Executive  Committee  were  instructed  to  select  certain 
of  the  ablest  clergymen  and  laymen  in  the  country  to  speak  each 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  on  questions  which  shall  be  given  to 
them  by  the  Executive  Committee  some  months  before  the  holding 
of  the  Convention,  the  programme  to  be  printed  and  distributed 
in  time  to  allow  the  gentiemen  to  prepare  themselves. 
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George  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  read  the  following  message 
from  Rev!  John  Hall,  D.D.: 

Nbw-York,  June  25. 
To  Gboroe  H.  Stuart,  Indianapolis : 

Thanks  for  cheering  news.  Give  the  young  men  Joshua  I.,  7,  8  and  9.  We 
will  pray  for  them  to-morrow. 

(Signed.)  JNO.  HALL. 

Vice-President  Douglass  in  the  Chair. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  last 
regular  topic : 

^^  Hmo   to   Organize  and  Keep  Alive    Y,    M.    C,    Associations   in 
Count)y  Places^ 

H.  M.  Moore,  Somerville,  Mass.,  in  opening  the  discussion, 
said, 

The  sabjeet  was  one  to  which  manj  young  men  are  looking  with  interest. 
They  had  heard  from  large  Associations,  and  now  wanted  to  hear  from  small 
Associations.  It  is  the  same  principle,  whether  the  Association  be  large  or 
small — summed  up  in  one  word— work.  You  mast  keep  the  one  idea  of  work 
for  Christ  before  you.  I  will  not  epeak  about  organizing  Associations,  for  I 
think  that  the  latter  part  of  the  question  demands  most  attention.  We  have 
kept  the  little  Association  that  I  represent  alive  by  working  in  three  different 
ways — by  open-air  meetings,  prayer  meetings,  and  small  conventions.  When  we 
returned  from  the  Detroit  Convention  there  were  just  two  of  us  who  thought  we 
ought  to  have  open-air  meetings.  Our  Association  is  small,  numbering  70.  We 
talked  the  matter  over,  and  pledged  to  undertake  the  work,  even  if  no  one 
would  help  us.  After  the  first  meeting,  we  found  eleven  to  help  us.  We  went 
to  a  hill-top,  and  thereon  conducted  the  meetings  during  the  summer.  We  had 
often  an  attendance  of  from  700  to  1,000.  The  ministers  came  forward,  one  by 
one,  and  joined  us ;  and  from  the  meetings  on  the  hill-tops  we  used  to  go  to  the 
churches.  In  most  instances,  where  there  is  not  sympathy  between  the  minis- 
ters and  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Association.  If  you  con- 
vince the  pastors  that  you  are  working  for  Christ,  you  will  win  their  sympathy. 

We  have  six  churches  in  our  town.  They  are  almost  in  a  circle.  We  hold  a 
prayer  meeting  in  each  church,  one  night  in  the  week,  and  every  church  has 
been  revived.  They  are  live  meetings.  To  do  thi-^  we  have  to  work.  8ome  of 
us  walk  three  miles.  But,  then,  we  liave  glorious  meetings  going  home. 
Christ  walks  with  us  in  the  way,  and  we  have  precious  seasons  with  him.  At 
one  time  our  brethren  began  to  get  weary  ;  but  I  believe  that  no  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
ciation in  this  land  can  die  if  there  are  three  earnest  young  men  in  the  Asso- 
ciation who  say  it  shall  not  die. 

Henry  K.  Cararach,  Frederick  City,  Md.,  said, 

The  one  thing  that  keeps  our  Association  alive  is — work.  Were  we  only  to 
sit  in  our  rooms,  we  never  would  accomplish  anything.  We  find  our  Asso- 
dation  prayer  meetings  and  open-air  meetings  to  be  the  life  of  the  Association. 


At  one  of  our  open  meetings  a  lady  said  it  was  the  first  prayer  meeting  she  had 
attended  for  sixteen  years  in  that  village,  wherein  there  are  several  churches. 
There  is  a  hall  in  our  city  wherein,  for  seventeen  years,  intoxicating  liquors 
had  been  sold.  It  is  now  occupied  as  a  prayer  meeting  by  our  Association.  We 
have  been  successful  only  through  work. 

James  S.  Wright,  New  Utrecht,  N.  Y., 

Had  found  that  the  best  way  is  to  go  all  around  and  work  outside  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Brainerd,  HamiltoD,  0.,  said, 

I  have  had  some  experience  in  the  small  Associations.  What  we  want  is  a 
man  for  President  who  is  all  alive,  and  not  afraid  to  do  his  duty. 

Rev.  Robert  Mott,  Warren,  Pa.,  said. 

When  I  came  here,  I  came  with  the  determination  to  learn  how  to  make  our 
Associations  alive  and  work  for  Jesus.  I  have  not  yet  struck  an  idea,  but  I  had 
a  while  ago  an  idea  strike  me,  and  it  is  this :  All  the  plans  of  the  larger  cities 
are  not  of  any  good  to  us,  because  we  work  under  peculiar  circumstances— ex- 
cept one — ^and  that  is,  to  go  out  and  start  Prayer  Meetings,  keep  them  up,  if 
only  three  persons  come,  and  let  the  best  one  be  the  leader. 

Dabney  Carr,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  said, 

One  plan  we  have  tried  has  been  successful.  We  are  not  exactly  a  country 
town,  but  a  large  manufEU^uring  city.  We  hold  our  meetings  at  an  hour  when 
the  streets  are  full  of  the  working  people,  and  have  found  the  plan  very  buc- 
cesstul.  We  have  found  ladies  who  were  willing  to  co-operate  with  us.  We 
got  cards  of  invitation  to  our  meetings  printed.  These  the  ladies  took,  entered 
the  drinking  saloons  and  billiard  halls,  and  handed  to  the  frequenters,  and  we 
found  it  built  up  our  meetings  greatly.  Grand  results  have  followed  with  as. 
Men  will  receive  cards  from  a  lady  when  they  will  not  from  a  man. 

John  R.  Firman,  Birmingham,  Pa.,  spoke  of  the  obstaclea 

One  is  the  lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Pastors  representing  the 
towns.  Only  three  Pastors  work  with  our  Association.  One  of  the  Pastors 
said  the  Association  lacked  life.  Then  the  Pastors  ought  to  go  to  the  Associa- 
tion and  infuse  fire  into  the  members ;  and  if  they  are  wrong  the  Pastors  ought 
to  go  and  straighten  them  out.  Our  success  has  been  in  Cottage  Prayer 
Meetings. 

C.  J.  Prescott,  Orange,  N.  J.,  said. 

We  first  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Pastors  of  the  town  and  interest  all  the 
citizens.  In  eighteen  months  we  have  prospered  in  all  that  we  have  undertaken. 
We  have  spent  $2,000  in  our  small  town  in  current  expenses.  We  got  up  a  series 
of  four  lectures  that  netted  us  1800,  with  which  we  commenced  a  Library. 

W.  H.  Blanchard,  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  said, 

I  come  from  the  East,  from  Nova  Scotia,  from  a  small  country  village  with 
a  population  of  1,000.  Our  Association  has  a  membership  of  80.  What  are 
we  doin^  ?  I  came  hero  to  learn  and  catch  fire  from  you,  and  if  I  catch  any 
fire,  I  will  return  and  infuse  the  spirit  into  my  brethren.    We  have  only  20 
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active  members  who  will  do  their  dutj.  Yet  we  have  a  history  of  some  interest. 
We  started  the  Association  aboat  four  years  ago,  upon  a  non-religious  basis 
We  did  not  have  any  Prayer  Meetings  or  Bible  Classes.  We  had  a  Reading- 
Room  and  Library,  and  it  died.  We  started  it  again,  after  having  sent  some  at 
our  men  to  the  Convention.  They  returned  filled  with  fire,  as  I  Jiopo  to  go 
from  this  Convention.  We  started  with  a  Prayer  Meeting,  Bible  Class  and  Lit- 
erary Meeting.  We  found  an  outlying  country  where  there  were  no  meetinge. 
There  we  started  eight  Weekly  Prayer  Meetings.  Three  of  the  meetings  were 
seven  miles  distant,  four  of  them  were  three  miles  distant,  and  two  were  in  tha 
immediate  neighborhood.  These  meetings  were  kept  up,  and  tlie  brother  ap 
pointed  to  take  charge  was  held  responsible  for  the  meeting.  The  result  wjl» 
that  at  one  place  eight  persons  made  a  profession  of  religion.  At  another 
meeting  an  individual  said,  "  I  was  drawn  to  Jesus  because  I  saw  these  brethn^D 
come  eight  miles  through  sleet  and  snow  to  hold  Prayer  Meetings.  They  got 
nothing  for  it — Wi  re  not  paid  anything — and  only  desired  to  save  our  souIh- 
Tlias  I  was  lod  to  see  that  there  is  something  in  this  religion."  Another  mft& 
who  never  left  the  town  in  a  state  of  sobriety,  opened  his  house  to  us,  and  as  i 
result,  is  now  always  sober. 

E.  W.  Twitchell,  Placeville,  Conn.,  said, 

I  come  from  a  country  organization  but  three  years  old.  We  have  workeii, 
and  feel  that  we  have  been  repaid  for  our  work.  We  tried  the  lecture  system 
three  years,  but  made  nothing.  We  have  done  as  the  brother  who  last  spoke 
described — have  gone  out  from  our  town  and  held  meetings.  We  went  to  the 
school  houses  outside  our  district,  and  opened  prayer  meetings  in  them  every 
Sunday  night,  in  three  districts.  In  one  district  we  had  to  borrow  candles  h& 
fore  we  could  commence  the  meeting.  Now  they  have  regular  meetings  of 
their  own,  earned  on  independent  of  us.  Yet  we  like  to  visit  them,  becauflct 
every  time  we  do  it  does  us  good. 

T.  N.  Hasseltyn,  Aurora,  111.,  said. 

We  must  adapt  ourselves  to  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  and 
the  communities  in  which  we  live.  Our  way  of  conducting  meetings  is  this  ; 
We  have  tea  meetings  every  week,  at  different  houses,  where  the  brethren 
mtet  to  talk  over  the  interests  of  the  Association,  arrange  their  business,  and 
appoint  their  committees.  Each  Sunday,  in  ancient  style,  we  go  out  into  tht 
neighboring  villages  and  districts,  and  hold  out  door  meetinirs  in  the  warm 
weather.  To  overcome  the  tendency  to  tardiness,  we  select  those  most  promy^t, 
and  put  them  in  the  Chair,  and  hold  them  responsible  for  the  success  of  the 
meeting. 

Oliver  H.  Foster,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  said, 

We  go  out  and  invite  the  friends  to  come  to  our  meetings.  In  two  ca-es  wt- 
have  gone  14  miles  to  hold  meetings.  A  considerable  time  after  one  of  these 
meetings  we  received  a  letter  from  a  young  lady,  dating  her  conversion  from  thai 
meeting.     We  have  but  eight  or  ten  active  members  in  our  Association. 

John  W.  Owens,  Birmingham,  Pa., 

Tliought  cottage  prayer-meetings  the  most  important  work  for  country  As- 
sociations.    They  can  and  ought  to  be  held  in  families  that  do  not  attend 
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Church.    Go  right  to  these  people,  and  thoy  never  refuse,  and  always  go  to 
these  meetings  direct  from  your  knees. 

Eev.  Mason  Gallagher,  Duleith,  Minn., 

Represepted  an  Association  of  twenty  members,  formed  three  weeks  ago. 
He  contended  that  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  extension  of  the  chnrch 
is  the  coldness  of  the  church.  The  strong  men  of  the  cities  ought  to  go  and 
stir  up  those  in  smaller  places. 

Mr.  Bailey,  Eichmond,  Ind,  said, 

We  find  the  best  way  is,  to  keep  in  mind  that  we  have  the  conversion  of 
young  men  in  view.  Our  great  work  is  o  make  them  Christians  In  Richmond 
we  have  no  trouble  in  getting  them  to  the  meetings.  We  have  a  few  young 
men  who  visit  the  places  of  iniquity  to  reach  those  who  have  not  the  love  of 
Christ  in  their  hearts.  We  had  a  revival  in  Richmond  last  year,  which  resulted 
in  the  conversion  of  800  souls.    We  still  keep  up  the  meetings  twice  a  week. 

The  discussion  closed  at  this  point,  and  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr., 
from  the  Business  Committee,  reported  the  Order  of  Exercises  for 
the  evening.     The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  on  motion,  the  time 
was  extended,  to  allow  Charles  Mumford,  Secretary  of  the  Lec- 
ture Bureau  to  make  an  explanation.     Mr.  Mumford  said, 

I  do  not  wish  to  ask  for  the  support  of  the  Convention  for  this  Bureau, 
because,  so  far  as  lam  individually  concerned,  I  care  not  whether  it  be  continued 
or  dropped.  But,  as  it  is  now  left,  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  trouble  during 
the  coming  season.  It  is  necessary  soon  to  issue  our  circulars.  Engagements 
are  already  made  for  the  next  season.  The  consequence  will  be,  that  the  appli- 
cations for  appointments  will  not  reach  us,  and  all  such  Associations  will  be 
without  lecturers,  simply  because  their  applications  wUl  not  reach  us  in  time. 
T^*o  ways  are  open— either  for  the  Convention  to  pledge  a  certain  amount  of 
money  to  carry  the  Bureau  through,  or  sever  its  connection  with  the  Associa- 
tions The  Bureau  costs  money.  From  $500  to  $1,000  will  be  necessary  to  pay 
the  expenses  for  the  coming  season.  I  have  already  expended  $500  out  of  my 
own  pocket  in  establishing  the  Bureau. 

Rev.  Robert  JMcMillan,  of  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  moved. 

That  the  Lecture  Bureau  be  discontinued  from  further  connection  with  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 

Mr.  McBurney  said, 

Before  final  action  is  taken  on  the  subject,  I  presume  a  brief  statement  is  due 
from  me  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  organized  the  Bureau. 

At  the  Detroit  Convention  a  resolution  presented  by  a  delegate  from  a  West- 
em  Association  was  adopted,  ordering  the  establishment  of  a  Lecture  Bureau 
for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British 
Provinces,  and  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wm,  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn, 
John  L  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie,  and  myself  were  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
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Tliat  Committee  received  a  petition  signed  by  the  leading  Yoimg  Men's 
Christian  Association  workers  of  the  West,  and  by  manj  from  the  East,  urging 
the  establishment  of  the  Bureau.  The  petition  stated  that  the  Young  Men^s 
Christian  Associations  were  in  great  need  of  a  Bureau  under  their  own  control, 
for  two  reasons : 

Ist  If  a  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  in  a  town  or  city  in  which  a 
Young  Men's  Literary  Association  exists  in  the  West,  desires  a  course  of  lecturef, 
the  Christian  Assodation  cannot  secure  lecturers  if  the  Young  Men's  Association 
choose  to  arrange  for  a  course.    And, 

2d.  The  Chrintian  Associations  are  compelled,  when  the  Bureau  of  the  Young 
Men's  Literaiy  Association  condescends  to  arrange  a  course  of  lectures  for  them, 
to  take  just  such  lecturers,  be  they  Infidel  or  Christian,  as  may  be  sent  them. 

Early  in  the  month  following  we  constituted  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Martin,  Mr. 
Alfred  Wicks  and  Mr.  Charles  Mumford  a  Lecture  Bureau  for  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations.  These  gentlemen,  although  engaged  in  lines  of  business 
requiring  most  of  their  time,  accepted  the  laborious  work.  There  were  two 
conditions  clearly  stated  by  your  Committee,  which  the  brethren  constituting 
the  Bureau  fully  agreed  to,  viz.: 

1.  That  no  paid  agent  would  be  employed,  but  that  the  work  would  be 
performed  gratuitously  by  the  members.  ' 

3.  That  the  names  of  no  lecturers  should  be  placed  In  the  circulars  issued  by 
the  Bureau,  who  were  not  of  known  Evangelical  sympathies. 

The  first  condition  was  broken  daring  the  first  year.  The  reason  assigned 
in  the  Report  submitted  at  Portland  was,  the  very  great  amount  of  labor  con- 
nected  with  the  correspondence  with  Associations  and  Lecturers.  Of  the  manner 
in  which  the  second  condition  was  kept  I  know  not,  as  I  have  not  seen  the 
drculars  issued  to  the  Associations. 

Unkind  remarks  have  been  made  by  a  brother  in  this  discussion,  reflecting 
on  the  motives  of  the  brethren  constituting  this  Bureau,  which  I  cannot  suffer 
to  pass  unnoticed,  as  I  consider  them  not  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  our  Con- 
vention, and  without  shadow  of  justification  from  the  facts.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Bureau  is  Chaplain  and  Financial  Manager  of  the  Brooklyn  Association, 
with  grave  responsibilities  resting  upon  him.  The  Treasurer  is  too  well  known 
as  a  leader  in  the  Association  work  to  require,  in  presence  of  Association  men, 
any  commendatory  words  of  mine.  And  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Mumford,  I  have 
known  for  very  many  years  as  one  of  the  most  devoted  and  honored  members 
of  the  Brooklyn  Association,  and  a  Christian  gentleman.  Mr.  Mumford 
relinquished  regular  business  to  enter  upon  this  work  for  the  Associations. 
I  believe  errors  have  been  committed  by  the  Bureau,  but  of  this  I  am  certain, 
that  they  wei^  errors  of  judgment.  Every  member  of  the  Bureau  is  worthy 
of  the  lasting  thanks  of  the  Associations  of  this  Continent  for  the  faithful  and 
yet  thankless  services  which  they  have  rendered  them. 

George  E.  Lovejoy,  Lowell,  Mass., 

Thought  the  Bureau  ought  to  be  sustained  in  some  way,  because  some  Asso- 
ciations cannot  obtain  lecturers  in  any  other  way. 

Edwin  Moody  Boynton,  of  Brooklyn,  New-York, 
Hoped  to  see  this  Bureau  extend  its  influence  for  generations  to  come.  Brethren 
prominent  in  its  organization  feel  that  it  is  still  wanted,  and  he  hoped  this  que  8- 
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tion  would  bo  met  in  a  generous  Christian  spirit,  and  all  these  little  difierences 
amicablj  arranged.  Although  not  authorized  hj  the  Detroit  Conyention,  the 
Bureau  had  thus  far  advanced  the  money  necessary  to  achieve  its  present  atti- 
tude  of  promise.  Beginning  without  revenue  it  created  income.  Its  returns 
last  year  exceeded  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  and  promises  to  double  this  year. 
Surely  a  loan  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  year,  running  expenses,  might  be  ad- 
vanced without  risk,  for  it  would  surely  be  repaid.  Two  members  of  the 
Bureau  had  worked  without  pay,  and  the  Secretary  had  worked  for  little  and 
found  himself,  imtil  success  had  crowned  his  able  and  arduous  labors.  The 
Bureau  is  a  power  in  the  land.  It  speaks  to  hundreds  of  thousands  through  its 
lectures— yea,  to  millions  in  their  reports  by  the  press.  It  was  the  only  Evan- 
gelical  Lecture  Bureau  in  existence,  and  its  imperfections  could  be  remedied  if 
the  Convention  did  nc  t  remit  supervisory  control. 

Lectures  are  an  institution  ;  shall  they  be  used  for  or  against  us.  May  their 
growing  power  and  usefulness  be  directed  on  the  side  of  the  cause  of  Christ, 
and  not  against  it.  He  then  moved,  as  a  substitute,  a  resolution  that  $600  be 
loaned  as  a  guarantee  to  pay  the  running  expenses,  and  that  all  the  receipts 
above  $3,000  be  handed  over  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Mr.  B.,  said  the 
Bureau  has  proven  itself  a  success.  It  is  paying  more  than  $600 — ^yes,  more 
than  $1,200 — and  will  pay  more  than  $2,600  next  year. 

D.  K  Moody,  of  Chicago, 

Was  opposed  to  this  Bureau  from  beginning  to  end.  He  had  understood  that 
no  money  was  to  \>e  asked  for  it,  but  now,  in  the  last  hours,  they  do  come  in  and 
ask  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  They  tell  us  they  will  pay  it  back  if  they  make 
it.  The  object  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  is  to  work  for  Christ,  but  this  Bureau 
does  not  do  much  for  that  purpose.  He  seconded  the  motion,  and  hoped  it 
would  be  adopted.  He  would  like  to  have  this  Bureau  die  and  be  buried  right 
here. 

Mr.  Tyler,  Paynesville,  Ohio, 

Understood  that  the  Secretary  was  willing  to  continue  this  Bureau  as  his 
own  private  enterprise,  and  he  favored  that  idea. 

M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids, 

Believed  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  agencies  in  the  great  work. 
It  can  be  proved  that  the  Bureau  is  in  the  direct  line  of  Christian  eflfort.  We 
are  assured  it  will  be  profitable,  and  if  so  we  will  be  reimbursed  for  what  money 
may  be  advanced  toward  its  support,  and  business  required  time  to  grow. 

The  substitute  was  rejected  upon  a  division — affirmative,  29 ; 
negative,  37. 

Mr.  Hutchings  moved  as  a  substitute  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  is  unnecessary  to  longer  continue  the  Lecture  Bureau,  as  t 
special  agent  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  beyond  the  current 
lecture  season ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  after  the  arrangements  already  made,  it  revert  to  the  present 
Secretary,  and  that  the  Convention  bespeak  for  the  Bureau  under  its  new  man- 
agement, the  patronage  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 
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Mr.  Tyler  favored  the  motion  of  Mr.  McMillan. 

A  Delegate  objected  to  a  mere  handful  passing  upon  so  im- 
portant a  measure  just  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moody,  fifteen  minutes  longer  were  devoted 
to  the  discussion  of  this  question. 

After  further  remarks,  by  Messrs.  Moody,  Brainerd,  Ray, 
Mumford  and  others,  the  substitute,  being  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Hutchings,  was  adopted. 

It  appearing  from  the  report  of  the  Lecture  Bureau  that  there 
was  some  indebtedness  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Moody  moved  that 
the  Convention  pay  Mr.  Mumford  $600  in  full  of  all  his  claims  for 
disbursements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Littlefield,  this  matter  was  referred  to 
a  select  Committee  of  three,  their  decision  to  be  final. 

The  President  subsequently  named  the  committee,  to  consist 
of  Messra  Moody,  Littlefield  and  Crosby. 

After  prayer  by  H.  Thane  Miller,  the  Convention  took  a  recess 
until  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  came   to  order  at  the    call    of   President 
Maclean,  and  united  in  singing 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  Name." 

Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Washington,  read  a  portion  of  Scripture 
and  the  Rev.  John  C.  Smith,  of  Indianapolis,  led  in  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  afternoon  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Special  prayer  was  then  offered  by  the  Rev.  M.  H.  Sargent,  of 
Masa,  in  behalf  of  certain  young  men,  who,  at  the  open-air  meet- 
ing that  evening,  had  requested  the  prayers  of  the  Convention. 
One  of  the  young  men,  it  was  said,  had,  since  entering  the  room, 
given  his  heart  to  God. 

The  special  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  topic — 
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"  How  can   the  Associations  carry  the  Gospel  to  those  who  do  not 

hear  it  ?" 

Professor  A.  K.  Spence,  of  Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor, 
opened  the  discussion  by  remarking, 

That  it  was  the  question  of  the  Christian  Church  at  the  present  time,  and 
on  its  solution  depends  the  life  or  death  of  our  organization.  It  is  also  the 
most  difficult  of  all  questions.  According  to  the  statement  of  the  question,  this 
Gospel  is  to  be  borne  by  us,  individually,  not  to  men  who  desire  to  hear  it, 
but  to  men,  perhaps,  who  will  at  first  scorn  the  good  news.  First,  and  princi- 
pally, do  the  work  as  Christ  did  it.  He  laid  aside  His  glory  and  went  about 
doing  good.  Like  Him  we  must  go  and  lift  up  those  who  are  fallen  down.  We 
must  suit  our  means  to  our  circumstances,  and  must  never  grow  disoouiaged. 
There  cannot  be  such  a  thing  as  failure  with  Qod  and  Christ  Jesus  on  our  side. 
Then  we  must  also  be  judicious.  Injudiciousness  often  harms  our  work.  We 
must  believe  that  Qod  sends  us  as  His  messengers. 

J.  H.  Emminger,  of  Mansfield,  0.,  said, 

A  good  way  was  to  ta^e  along  good  singers  to  draw  in  the  unconcerned.  In 
Mansfield,  last  winter,  the  Association  tried  this  plan ;  got  the  people  interested, 
then  turned  the  work  over  to  the  pastors,  who  preached  to  them,  and  the  result 
was  sixty-five  conversions. 

George  B.  Lovejoy,  Lowell,  Mass.,  told 

How,  by  printing  passages  of  Scripture  on  cards,  and  having  them  promi- 
nently placed  in  store  windows,  the  unconcerned  passers*by  on  the  street 
were  attracted  by  them  and  led  to  think  of  their  meaning.  Another  way  waste 
send  cards  of  invitation  to  the  boarding  houses  in  Lowell,  which  read :  "  Neigh- 
borhood Prayer  Meeting  to  night.  Come,  and  invite  your  friends."  By  these 
means  we  have  reached  some  souls. 

Ed.  A.  Wilson,  Springfield,  111.,  said. 

In  order  to  reach  the  bankers,  business  men,  and  that  class  who  would  not 
come  to  hear  the  Gospel,  their  Association  had  blotters  prepared  with  texts  of 
Scripture  printed  on  them.  These  they  sent  to  the  stores  and  to  places 
whose  owners  would  not  look  into  the  Bible.  He  believed  this,  in  the  hands  of 
God,  one  of  the  best  plans  to  reach  these  men. 

J.  F.  Davis,  of  Williamsport,  Pa,,  said. 

Their  Association  had  decided  to  have  open-air  meetings.  To  draw  the 
people  they  engaged  a  band  of  music  to  play.  It  brought  a  great  many  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  come.  They  had  an  attendance  of  from  1,000  to 
2,000.  They  also  arranged  for  the  best  speakers  they  could  procure.  In  this 
way  the  meetings  often  became  so  large  that  the  speakers  could  not  be  heard  by 
all,  and  many  were  led  to  the  meethigs  of  the  Church. 

C.  J.  Littlefield,  South  Boston,  said. 

That  one  way  to  carry  the  Gospel  is,  to  carry  it  in  our  hearts  seven  days  in 
the  week  and  twenty-four  hours  in  the  day.    Every  business  man  meets  more 
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anconverted  young  men  in  business  than  he  does  in  prayer  meetings,  and  most 
of  us  have  plenty  of  opportunities  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  them.  In  their  Asso- 
ciation they  sent  young  men  after  young  men  of  the  same  age,  and  the  young 
Christians  try  to  lead  the  others  to  Christ.  Have  a  religion  that  shines  out. 
Carry  it  in  your  face  and  in  the  tones  of  your  voice. 

By  request,  Brother  Littlefield  then  sang  the  piece  entitled, 

"  I  love  to  tell  the  Story." 
R  H.  Smith,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  led  in  prayer  for  those  who 
had  entered  the  meeting  requesting  prayer. 

The  second  subject  was  then  taken  up — 
•*  How  can  we  make  our  Meetings  so  Interesting  that  Unconverted 
Young  Men  will  attend  them  .^" 

The  Eev.  S.  B.  Bamitz,  of  Wheeling,  W/Va,,  in  opening  the 

question  said. 

It  was  one  not  easy  to  answer.  First,  he  would  say,  by  believing  the  promise 
of  God,  made  to  every  Christian  who  prays  earnestly,  in  faith  believing,  the 
best  way  to  get  them  in  is  to  pray  them  in.  It  is  said,  "  If  ye  ask  in  faith,  that 
shall  ye  receive."  Yet  too  many  go  trembling  to  God.  The  greatest  power 
from  God  was  given  in  answer  to  prayer.  "  Strengthen  me,  O  God,  I  pray 
Thee,  this  once,"  and  having  prayed  this,  Samson  placed  his  anns  around  the 
pillars  and  brought  the  temple  down,  crushing  the  enemies  of  God  and  gaining 
a  victory  for  Israel.  Having  this  faith,  we  will  come  to  God,  not  in  a  cold  and 
informal  manner,  but  believing  that  God  will  do  what  He  promises.  Then 
have  variety  in  our  meetings.  In  entering  our  meetings,  I  say  to  a  yoimg  man, 
**  I  am  going  to  read  such  a  passage."  I  want  you  to  stand  up  and  say,  "Let  us 
sing  Such  a  hymn."  Do  it  cheerfully.  Of  all  creatures  on  earth,  the  Child  of 
God  ought  to  be  most  cheerful,  and  especially  in  His  Church.  With  this  variety, 
and  with  earnestness  and  personal  efibrt,  we  may  bring  in  the  unconverted. 
Yet  I  know  of  few  brought  in  except  they  are  prayed  in.  Earnestness, 
then,  strong  faith,  and  variety  in  conducting  meetings  will  give  us  power 
over  those  who  are  without,  and  we  have  the  promise  of  **  Power  from  Him 
who  sits  upon  the  Throne." 

After  singing,  the  Convention  was  next  addressed  by  J.  C. 
Havemeyer,  of  N.  Y.,  who  said, 

That  one  way  to  make  prayer  meetings  interesting  is  to  use  Scripture  plen- 
tifully and  correctly.  No  language  carries  with  it  such  power  as  the  simple 
Word  of  God,  correctly  and  aptly  quoted. 

J.  J.  Joyce,  Jr.,  Philadelphia, 

Thought  the  great  mistake  made  very  often  is,  that  the  prayers  and  addresses 
are  not  of  that  practical  character  that  they  should  be.  There  is  a  wonderful 
attraction  in  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  where  it  is,  the  nngodiy  will  come  in  and 
listen  to  what  God  is  doing. 
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Lang  Sheaf,  of  Cincinnati, 


Thought  every  Association  ought  to  have  an  organ  for  devotional  meetings, 
a  competent  person  to  play  it,  young  ladies  to  lead  the  singing,  and  a  man  of 
snap,  live,  active,  and  in  earnest  to  conduct  the  meeting.  Also,  have  a  Brother  at 
the  door  to  invite  young  men  in,  while  the  brethren  within  are  singing. 

Rev.  J.  R  Sheaver,  Shelby,  0., 

Believed  if  men  would  think  more  with  the  heart,  and  less  with  the  head,  it 
would  be  an  element  of  success  in  the  prayer  meetings.  If  we  exercise  good 
common  sense  we  will  be  successful. 

Henry  J.  Sterling,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  said, 

One  way  is  to  talk  directly  to  individuals,  and  not  to  generalize — to  the 
youth  themselves,  and  not  to  the  community  at  large. 

Rev.  G.  E.  Tomlinson,  Westerly,  R  L, 

Illustrated  the  folly  of  reading  long  chapters,  singing  long  hymns,  and 
making  long  prayers  at  the  opening  of  a  meeting,  or  selecting  chapters,  etc.,  at 
random.  Much  depends  on  the  start  given.  The  leader  should  strike  some 
key-note,  and  that  should  be  the  love  of  Christ,  then  all  Christian  hearts  will 
respond.  At  one  meeting  I  attended  they  sang  *•  Nearer  my  God,  to  Thee,"  so 
drawlingly,  that  I  told  them  that  if  they  did  not  go  faster  I  thought  that  they 
never  would  get  near  to  God. 

Rev.  M.  H.  Sargent,  Boston, 

Ardently  admired  the  plan  of  going  to  the  meeting  singing,  as  the  brethren 
had  come  from  the  open  air  meeting  to  the  Convention.  lie  felt  inclined  to  ask 
his  deacons  if  they  would  not  sing  with  him  on  the  way  to  church,  next 
Sunday  night.  Each  young  man  ought  to  be  prepared  to  say  something  that 
will  attract  and  interest  those  who  come  to  the  meetings.  If  we  go  with  this 
desire  in  our  hearts,  the  prayer-meeting  will  be  filled  up. 

JL  W.  Munhall,  Indianapolis, 

Would  never  allow  a  man  to  speak  or  pray  longer  than  two  minutes.  We 
should  also  pray  and  talk  to  one  subject.  Neither  is  it  well  to  have  the  meet- 
ing in  too  large  a  room  for  a  few  brethren.  They  should  be  close  together. 
Get  an  unconverted  man  sandwiched  between  two  persons  warm  with  the  love 
of  Christ,  and  he  will  get  some  of  the  warmth. 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  list  of  speakers  for  the  Farewell  Meeting, 
also  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote : 

Resolved,  That  with  overflowing  hearts  we  would  make  most  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  our  indebtedness  to  the  Indianapolis  Association,  for 
their  courteous  and  generous  reception  an^  entertainment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention :  To  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  his  most 
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cordial  welcome  to  this  State,  and  earnest  endorsement  of  our  work  :  To  the 
Major  of  this  city,  for  the  encouragement  giYen  us  by  Ills  presence  and  many  at- 
tentions :  To  the  Pastors,  Trustees  and  Members  of  the  First  Baptirt  and  Third 
Presbyterian  Churches  of  this  city,  who  have  kindly  placed  their  edifices  at  our 
service :  To  the  generous  friends  who  have  taken  us  to  their  homes  and  minis- 
tered to  our  temporal  wants,  contributing  greatly  to  our  enjoyment :  To  the 
railway  companies,  whose  liberality  has  furnished  facilities  for  our  journey,  and 
for  oup  excursion:  To  the  press  of  Indianapolis,  whose  columns  have  been 
devoted,  without  stint,  to  the  reports  of  our  discussion :  To  the  Indianapolis 
Sentintl,  for  its  hundreds  of  papers  gratuitously  distributed  daily  to  the  mem- 
her$  of  this  Convention :  To  the  citizens,  whose  interest  has  been  manifested 
unmistakeably,  not  only  by  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  the  Convention,  but 
alsa  by  kind  words  and  acts  innumerable,  bestowed  upon  its  individual  members : 
To  all  and  eaeh  we  owe  thanks,  beyond  our  power  of  expression,  for  what  has 
been  done  by  Indianapolis  to  contribute  to  the  success  of  this  Convention.  God 
has  blessed  the  eff>rts  thus  put  forth.  May  God  so  continue  his  blessing,  that 
as  we  return  praying,  a  shower  of  divine  favor  may  be  meted  out  to  all  our  As- 
sociations, and  whether  permitted  to  meet  again  on  earth  or  not,  may  we  every 
one  be  finally  and  forever  gathered  on  the  farther  shore. 

Thus  we  part,  but  not  foieyer, 

Joyful  hopes  our  bosom  swell, 
They  who  love  the  Saviour  never 

Know  a  long,  a  last  farewell. 
Blissful  unions 
Lie  beyond  this  parting  vale. 

On  motion  of  George  H.  Stuart,  the  thanks  of  the  Convention 
were  tendered  to  John  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  for  the  faith- 
ful, courteous,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  had  presided 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention.  The  vote  was  also 
given  by  rising. 

After  Miss  Chester  and  H.  Thane  Miller  had  sang 
"  We  are  Waiting  by  the  River," 

D.   K  Moody,  of  Chicago,  proceeded  to  deliver  the  closing 

address : 

He  believed  that  the  prayer  meeting  should  be  the  most  Interesting  service 
that  is  held  by  our  Associations  or  churches.  A  great  many  meetings  are  ruined 
by  th&leader  giving  out  no  subject,  but  reading  the  longest  chapter  he  can  find, 
and  then  making  a  prayer  to  correspond,  until  the  people  become  weary,  and 
only  speak  afterward  to  fill  up  time,  or  from  a  sense  of  duty.  Another  mistake 
is,  the  singing  of  the  same  old,  old  hymns,  over  and  over.  We  want  more 
Scripture  In  our  prayer  meetings.  Experience  Is  good,  but  we  want  more  cheer- 
fulness. There  Is  a  good  deal  of  talk  In  this  country  that  does  not  amount  to 
anything.  We  want  to  avoid  prayerless  prayers.  It  Is  an  abomination  to  the 
Almighty.  In  the  Chicago  Association  they  have  on  every  chair  a  Bible  and  a 
hynm-book.    Do  not  think  a  meeting  can  be  successful  without  a  Bible.    Give 
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out  the  subject  a  week  before,  if  you  are  boldingf  regular  meetings.  Recently,  I 
told  one  Brother  to  find  out  the  most  precious  promises  in  the  Bible.  And  I 
told  the  next  one  to  take  another  thought ;  and  so  the  Church  read  the  Bible 
throQgh  in  a  week.  It  made  one  of  the  best  and  most  precious  meetings  we 
ever  had.  Another  obstacle  is,  want  of  ventilation.  See  that  the  room  is  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  cheerful  and  pleasant.  If  you  see  one  with  a  long  fiaoe, 
go  and  ask  him  what  is  the  matter.  If  he  says  "  nothing,"  tell  him  that  the 
idea  of  the  son  of  a  king  looking  sad  is  ridiculous.  We  have  a  bell,  and  we 
strike  it  at  the  third  minute.  That  bell  saved  us,  and  we  have  the  largest 
prayer  meeting  on  the  continent,  in  the  wicked  city  of  Chicago.  Get  a  bell ;  the 
result  will  be  they  will  say  what  they  have  to  say,  in  condensed  form,  and  then 
get  out  of  the  way.  Qo  to  say  something  for  the  Master,  and  not  to  make  the 
meeting  interesti'  g.  Lift  up  Christ,  and  then  the  meeting  cannot  fail  to  be  in- 
teresting, because  He  is  altogether  lovely. 

The  Convention  joined  in  singing  the  hymn,  commencing, 
"  More  love  to  Thee,  O  Christ- 
More  love  to  Thee." 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with,  re- 
ference of  them  being  made  to  the  Executive  Oommittea 

H.  Thane  Miller  then  led  in  the  closing  prayer,  the  Convention 
joining  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Campbell,  Halifax, 
N.  S.,  pronounced  the  Benediction,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


FAREWELL  MEETING. 

Indianapolis,  June  26,  1870. 

The  evening  meeting  was  called  half  an  hour  earlier  than  usual 
— at  7:30  P.M.,  and  considerably  before  that  time  the  spacious 
Academy  was  crowded. 

In  opening,  the  hymn 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus*  name  " 

was  sung.     The  Rev.  W.  Elgin,  of  Indianapolis  read  a  portion 

of  Scripture  and  led  in  prayer,  another  hymn  was  sung,  and  then 

President  Maclean  said, 

My  Dea/r  Brethren^ — This  nig^ht  we  close  our  delightful  Convention.  Onr 
hearts  have  throbbed  with  love  to  Christ  and  love  to  each  other  as  we  have  eat 
here  discussing  what  pertains  to  His  kingdom  and  work  on  earth.  We  have 
been  knit  together,  and  we  all  feel  sorrowful  now  that  we  are  about  to  part. 
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We  sorrow  most  of  all  because  we  shall  probably  see  each  other's  faces  no  more. 
Bat  wo  trust  that  we  all  may  have  been  blessed.  Now  let  the  prayers  of  this 
assembly  be  offered  up  to  God  as  the  speakers  come  out  one  after  another  to 
address  this  large  meeting,  that  their  lips  may  drop  with  fatness  and  that  the 
Spirit  may  impress  every  one  to  speak  from  heart  to  heart,  and  that  great  good 
may  be  done.    I  introdnce  to  you  Major  William  Frew,  of  Pittsburg. 

Major  Frew  said, 

The  solemn  re«poiftibility  has  been  devolved  upon  me  of  striking  the  key- 
note of  this  meeting.  I  therefore  desire  that  this  entire  audience  will  join  me 
in  one  moment  of  silent  prayer  that  1  may  be  guided  from  on  high.  And  now 
let  us  pray. 

After  the  silent  prayer  the  speaker  continued  : 

I  have  never  felt  a  solemnity  like  this ;  I  have  neverfelt  before  that  my  heart  was 
so  deeply  solemnized  as  it  is  now,  in  view  of  this  very  impressive  gathering.  For 
the  last  five  days  we  have  been  in  your  beautiful  city ;  y^ur  he  irts  and  homes  have 
been  open  to  us,  and  now,  as  wo  have  ceased  the  business  of  our  Convention, 
and  to>morrow  will  scatter  us  to  the  four  winds,  perhaps  never  to  come 
back  to  your  hospitable  city,  we  desire,  if  possible,  to  say  some  words 
before  we  go  that  may  be  for  the  good  of  your  souls,  and  for  a  blessing  to  this 
city,  so  that  when  we  are  gone  there  may  linger  the  fragrance  that  cometh 
down  from  the  throne  of  Qod.  O,  Brethren,  this  is  a  solemn  occasi(»n.  As  we 
separate  from  you  we  desire  to  leave  the  richest  blessing  that  we  can,  and  wish 
to  call  down  Arom  heaven  God's  blessing  upon  your  Churches  and  all  who  are 
yet  out  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ.  What  shall  we  say  moi^  than  we 
have  said  to  commend  the  religion  of  Jesus?  What  more  can  we  say  ?  If  you 
have  not  been  convinced  that  Jesus  is  the  most  precious  fViend  in  all  the  uni- 
verse, let  us  here,  to  night,  press  Jesus  upon  you,  and  if  you  are  still  careless  aod 
unconcerned,  we  beseech  you  as  we  go  away,  in  Christ's  name,  "  be  ye  reconciled 
to  God."  In  one  of  the  Cemeteries  of  the  East,  in  a  portion  devoted  to  the 
burial  of  the  soldier  dead  of  our  land,  amid  some  plain  graves,  marked  by  plain 
head  stones,  there  is  one  over  which  stands  a  beautiful  marble  monument, 
marked  with  the  name  of  the  dead,  and  beneath  all  is  the  inscription  :  '*  He  hath 
griven  Himself  fcr  me."  The  history  is  this:  When  the  war  was  raging  at  its 
height,  a  citizen  was  drafted  into  the  army,  and  being  unable  to  go,  sent  a  sub- 
Btitute.  A  young  man  took  his  place,  and  gave  his  life  upon  the  battle  field, 
and  the  other  lelt  that  it  was  due  to  him  that  he  should  go  to  the  battle  field 
and,  from  amid  the  hosts  of  the  slain,  bring  out  the  body  of  his  friend,  give 
it  Christian  burial,  and  then  raise  above  it  a  marble  monument,  and  thus  dis- 
played the  gratitude  he  had  for  the  man  *'  who  gave  himself  for  him."  But,  my 
friends,  if  that  soldier  deserved  the  gratitude  of  that  citizen,  how  infinitely  more 
does  Jesus,  our  dear  Saviour,  who  came  down  from  heaven  and  gave  Himself  for 
you  and  for  me,  deserve  the  gratitude  of  our  hearts  ?  Eternity  shall  not  be 
able  to  tell  all  the  love  He  deserves  from  us,  and  in  heaven  we  shall  raise  a 
noonument  that  will  last  through  all  eternity.  Citizens  of  Indianapolis,  this  is 
the  character  that  we  desire  you  to  love  and  esteem  and  believe  in.  There  is 
no  other  power  but  the  power  of  Jesus  that  can  save  you.  We  want  to  see  all 
the  young  men  of  Indianapolis  that  are  still  careless  and  unconcerned  ;  we  beg 
and  pray  of  them  by  the  mercies  of  Jesus  Christ  that  they  be-Vsconciled  unto 
God,  and  we  will  go  away  from  the  place  happy  and  joyous.    If  we  can  only 
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liave  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  this  Convention  has  done  some  good  to 
the  citj  of  Indianapolis  in  the  salvation  of  souls,  we  shall  be  more  than  happj. 
If  there  is  any  young  man  here  to-night  who  is  inclined  to  turn  to  Christ,  let 
me  urge  him  not  to  put  it  off  till  to-morrow's  sun,  for  that  may  never  rise  upon 
you,  but  to-night,  just  now,  give  your  soul  to  Jesus. 

In  Philadelphia,  in  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  there  is  a  magnificent  painting 
by  the  American  artist,  Benjamin  West.  It  is  known  all  over  the  world  as 
"  Christ  Rejected."  It  represents  our  Saviour  when  Pilate  brings  Him  out  to 
the  multitude  and  offers  Him  to  be  pardoned  and  released.  On  one  side  stand 
the  Pharisees  and  Scribes  and  High  Priests,  with  intense  hatred  depicted  on 
their  countenances,  and  on  the  other  a  few  of  the  weak  friends  and  disciples  of 
Our  Lord,  and  behind,  the  great  multitude,  incensed  by  the  priests,  crying  out, 
*'  Crucify  Him,  crucify  Him,  not  this  man  but  Barabbas,"  and  they  reject  Christ. 
Oh,  the  history  of  those  who  rejected  Jesus  I  Oh,  the  long  story  of  misery  and 
punishment,  of  terrible  retribution  which  rested  upon  that  people,  and  which  will 
continue  to  rest  upon  theyi  until  their  eyes  are  opened  and  they  see  Jesus  as 
the  long  promised  Messiah.  I  remember  some  years  ago,  as  I  walked  over  the 
via  doloroBa,  I  came  to  the  arch  of  Pilate,  where  they  say  Pilate  offered  Christ 
to  the  Jews,  and  they  rejected  Him.  I  felt  that  there  I  had  come  to  critical 
ground,  and  that  1  was  called  upon  then  to  accept  Jesus  or  reject  Him,  and  there 
I  said  I  am  for  Jesus,  and  gave  myself  to  Him.  To-night  you  stand  in  that  very 
same  position.  We  offer  you  Christ  to-night.  Will  you  receive  Him  or  will 
you  reject  Him?  You  cannot  go  out  ot  this  house  to-night  without  making  a 
decision.  You  cannot  go  out  of  this  house  to-night  without  accepting  or 
rejecting  Christ.  He  is  offered  to  you,  and  you  must  decide  here,  on  this 
spot  I  Think  of  His  love  and  what  He  has  done  for  you — ^how  He  came  into 
this  world  to  redeem  you  by  His  precious  blood.  We  beseech  you,  by  the 
mercies  of  Christ,  be  ye  reconciled  **o  God. 

The  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va,  said, 

What  can  I  say  as  we  go  down  from  this  mount  of  privilege,  to  make  us  even 
more  in  earnest  than  ever  before.  You  and  I  have  sometimes  walked  abroad  in 
the  clear,  still  beauty  of  night.  We  have  watched  the  moon  in  her  beauty 
march  across  the  Heavens.  We  iiave  seen  the  thousands  of  stars  that 
dot  the  firmament.  Yet,  were  the  moon  gold,  and  every  star  a  ruby,  there 
is  that  within  every  one  of  us  which  is  worth  ten  thousand  times  more 
than  would  be  ten  thousand  such  worids.  The  soul  of  man  !  Jehovah*s 
breath  shall  live,  when  every  star  shall  fall  and  the  heavens  be  rolled 
together  as  a  scroll,  with  Jesus  or  with  Satan.  Hell  moves  to  draw  it  to 
eternal  loss.  It  is  your  and  my  privilege  to  go  forth  and  save  men,  and 
lift  them  up  from  that  which  is  low  and  groveling,  to  that  which  is  grand 
and  immortal.  An  old  legend  tells  us  that  a  Scottish  king  once  bequeathed 
his  heart  to  one  of  the  most  valiant  of  his  knights,  that  he  might  carry 
it  to  Palestine,  and  that  it  might  stimulate  him  to  a  Christian  crusade. 
He  took  the  precious  treasure  with  him,  and  carried  it  in  a  golden  box 
upon  the  pommel  of  his  saddle  when  he  went  to  battle.  And  when  hard 
pressed  by  the  Moors,  he  cast  it  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  and  cried,  "  Forth, 
heart  of  Bruce,  Douglass  will  follow  thee  or  die  1 "  He  did  follow,  and  was  cut 
to  pieces  trying  to  rescue  it  from  beneath  the  feet  of  the'  oppressors.  From  the 
Cross  our  Master  has  flung  his  heart ;  be  it  ours  to  follow  it.    But  we  follow  it 
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not  to  die,  but  to  live,  and  lift  others  from  the  dre^  of  misery,  and  to  place 
their  and  our  feet  upon  the  Rock  of  Ages,  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and  for 
eyer.  "  By  this  sign  we  conquer."  Let  this  be  our  motto,  as  we  go  forth : 
**Qod  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  which 
the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  am  crucified  to  the  world." 

The  HoiL  Chauncey  Olds,  of  Ohio,  made  a  brief  exhortation 
to  the  unconverted  to  accept  God's  offers  of  mercy. 

The  next  speaker,  Rev.  George  Douglass,  LL.D.,  of  Montreal, 
Quebec,  said, 

Mr.  Prendent  and  Christian  Friends, — In  rising  in  response  to  your  call,  I 
remark  that  you  have  justly  observed,  sir,  that  my  co-delegate  and  myself  have 
come  from  the  far  North.  We  have  come  from  the  valley  of  the  lower  St. 
Lawrence,  some  1,200  mUes  from  the  city  in  which  we  are  now  gathered.  In 
coming,  sir,  from  under  the  fegis  of  another  authority  and  power  than  that 
which  is  symbolized  by  the  banner  on  my  left,  (Stars  and  Stripes)  we  have 
come  with  the  confidence  which  brotherhood  inspires;  we  come  with  con- 
fidence, sir,  not  because  we  look  in  the  faces  of  those  who  are  of  kindred 
origin — the  Saxon  and  Teutonic  races ;  not  because  we  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage that,  in  the  circling  years,  is  destined  to  march  triumphant  over  the 
earth  ;  not  because  we  sit  under  the  shadow  of  that  great  literature  which  is 
the  heritage  of  immortal  mind  to  us  and  shall  be  the  distant  ages  of  the  future. 
We  come,  sir,  thank  God,  not  because  we  are  of  the  one  blood,  but  of  the  one 
faith,  the  one  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  one  God  and  Father  of 
all,  who,  by  mystic  influences,  whose  only  solution  is  found  in  the  supernatural 
power  which  pertains  to  our  glorious  Christianity,  binds  all  Christian  hearts  to- 
gether in  "  that  love  which  is  stronger  than  death,  and  which  many  waters  can- 
not quench,  neither  can  the  floods  drown  it." 

It  is  perhaps  right  that  I  should  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Delegation  which  has 
come  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  that  we  shall  retire  from  your  midst,  bear- 
ing with  us  memories  precious  and  sacred,  that  shall  Jive  through  the  circling 
years,  crowded  with  immortelles,  deathless  and  frag/ant  forever. 

We  have  come  into  y  our  midst  comparatively  strangers,  and  you  have  taken 
ufl  to  your  homes  and  taken  us  to  your  hearts.  And  more  than  this — you  have 
signalized  our  coming  into  your  midst  by  an  act  unpr-  cedented,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  in  the  history  of  your  great  Republic,  by  the  election  of 
my  honored  friend,  a  British  subject,  from  a  British  province,  by  an  acclamation 
vote,  to  bo  the  presiding  ofllcer  of  this  great  Christian  Convention.  Believe  me, 
Christian  friends,  that  this  incident,  simple  as  it  is,  shall  distinguish  the  Fifteenth 
International  Convention  that  is  now  meeting  in  this  city  of  Indianapolis  as  the 
inauguration  of  a  higher  spirit  of  cordiality  and  Brotherhood  on  this  grand 
American  continent ;  and  I  would  say  to  the  Right  Honorable,  the  Governor  of 
this  State  and  Commonwealth  of  Indiana,  that  I  venture  to  say,  when  the  his- 
tory of  the  progress  of  the  cordiality  of  nations  is  written,  it  shall  be  recorded 
as  one  of  the  triumphant  events  of  its  history,  that  our  honored  brother,  who 
IB  an  alien  in  your  midst,  has  been  taken  to  your  confidence  and  been  placed  in 
the  position  of  honor.  I  rejoice  that  this  Convention  has  anticipated  in  this 
respect  the  great  Evangelical  world's  alliance.    It  has  opened  the  lattice.    It  has 
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let  fly  the  holy  dove  of  concord,  hearing  the  olive  hranch  of  peace,  and  already 
it  has  carried  the  intelligence  to  the  land  beyond  the  lakes,  and  has  given  joy 
to  uncounted  Christian  hearts  in  our  dominion ;  sir,  it  shall  cross  the  sea  and 
traverse  the  world,  the  intelligence  that,  on  this  grand  American  continent, 
brotherly  love,  and  cordiality  and  peace,  are,  hereafter,  to  be  the  pledge  of  our 
fealty  to  the  Master  Divine. 

In  retiring  from  this  Convention,  it  is  right  that  we  should  say  that  we  retire 
with  the  profound  conviction  that,  as  Christians,  we  are  here  in  consonance  with 
the  higher  spirit  of  the  age.  It  was  a  maxim  of  Talleyrand,  one  of  Europe's 
greatest  diplomatists,  that  "  The  wisdom  of  the  many  is  better  than  the  wisdom 
of  the  few,"  and,  the  enthusiasm  of  the  many  can  sweep  up  to  an  altitude  that 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  few  can  never  reach.  Now,  sir,  I  have  sat  in  silence  dur- 
ing the  course  of  this  Convention  ;  1  have  observed  the  wisdom  of  love,  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  warm  Christian  affection.  This  Convention  has  met.  It  has 
broken  the  alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment,  and  on  this  sweet  and  precious 
Sabbath  evening,  we  are  about  to  retire  and  carry  the  fragrance  all  over  the 
land,  and,  from  the  flowery  lands  of  Minnesota  to  the  everglades  of  Florida,  and 
from  the  pine  forests  of  Canada  to  beyond  the  snow-oapped  peaks  of  the  Sierra 
Novadas,  the  influence  that  has  been  generated  in  this  groat  Convention  shall 
be  felt  through  the  circling  ;ears ;  and  then,  sir,  I  have  observed  that  in  this 
Convention,  there  has  been  the  very  essence  and  core  of  Christian  faith.  All 
the  conversation  has  been  of  Jesus  and  the  Cross.  There  has  been  union — bat 
not  the  iron  manacles  of  Roman  Catholicism  that  crushes  the  aesthetic  soul  of 
man,  but  the  union  that  I  observed  in  one  of  your  grand  Indiana  oaks,  unbend- 
ing in  its  fibre  and  woven  roots  and  giant  trunks,  yet  free  to  catch  every  sun- 
beam of  heaven  and  flinging  its  branches,  elastic,  to  every  wind  that  stira 
This  is  the  union  of  Protestantism,  and  it  has  been  the  union  of  this  grand 
Convention. 

I  would  not  close  without  interceding  for  your  sympathy  and  prayers,  on 
behalf  of  the  land  from  which  I  come.  There  is  one  respect  in  which  my  co- 
delegate  and  I  stand  distinct  and  apart  from  every  representative  that  has  come 
to  this  Convention.  We  stand  belore  you  as  the  representatives  of  a  Protestant 
minority,  confronted  by  the  most  vigorous,  aye,  the  most  compact,  and  the  most 
overshadowing  type  of  Roman  Catholicism  that  is  known  at  this  hour  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  It  is  but  right,  in  common  justice,  that  I  should  admit  that 
its  priesthood  are  reputable ;  that  its  sisterhood  of  nuns  are  untainted  by  the 
breath  of  suspicion ;  that  its  paraphernalia  is  in  harmony  with  the  aesthetic  and 
beautiful ;  that  there  is  none  of  the  degradation  of  the  Spanish  Peninsula  or  the 
South  American  Republics  in  our  midst ;  and  yet,  sir.  1  lift  up  my  voice  to-night, 
as  I  lift  up  my  hand,  and  declare  that  Roman  Catholicism  is  an  anathema  and 
blasting  mildew  wherever  its  fell  power  is  felt.  I  ol>serve  in  the  records  of  the 
(Ecumenical  Council  that  the  Canon  of  Infallibility  ha-^  passed.  I  believe  in  the 
infallibility  of  Rome.  I  believe  in  the  infallibility  of  her  instincts  to  hold  her 
votaries  in  ignorance,  and  emasculate  them  of  ail  that  is  uplifting  and  ennobling 
in  manhood,  and  if  her  power  were  adequate,  to  hold  back  the  world's  tide  of 
onward  civilization,  putting  her  heel  upon  the  very  neck  of  freedom  and  of  con- 
science. And  here,  before  I  close,  I  leave  my  testimony  in  the  midst  of  you, 
Protestant  and  Christian  Americans,  and  it  is  this :  Chrbtian  young  men,  that 
hold  the  keys  of  the  future — that  hold  the  destinies  of  coming  ages — stand  by 
your  schools,  and  stand  by  the  Bible  in  your  schools.    (Loud  applause,  which 
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cAUBed  Mr.  Dougflass  to  Ba7 :  "  I  am  a  Scotch  Presbyterian  bom,  and  joa  pain  me  - 
by  that")  I  say,  stand  by  the  Bible,  with  its  Genesis  of  loveliness,  and  its  Ex- 
odus of  sorrow,  and  its  Psalms  of  gladness,  and  its  Evangelists  of  glad  tidings, 
and,  as  one  who  has  had  to  confront  Catholicism  from  my  boyhood,  I  say,  hold 
fast  to  the  Bible  as  the  palladium  of  your  liberties,  and  the  hope  of  your  country 
for  the  future. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  would  say.  Farewell  I  But  lately  I  heard  one  of 
your  own  nation  say,  that  when  Lord  Nelson  was  chasing  or  hunting  the 
French  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  ships  appeared  in  sight.  Nelson,  filled 
with  enthusiasm,  lifted  up  his  hands,  and  exclaimed :  "  I  thank  Thee,  Most  High 
God,  for  this  great  opportunity  I"  The  sequel  was  Trafalgar,  a  resting  place  in 
St  Paul's  Cathedral,  a  cenotaph,  and  immortality  to  his  name.  Christian 
young  men,  aye,  and  I  may  say  Christian  young  women,  too,  a  grander  oppor- 
tunity opens  before  us,  on  this  great  American  Continent.  And  as  the  Vermont 
boy,  who  had  taken  up  the  banner  of  his  country,  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  still  holding  up  the  flag,  and  flinging  it  to  his  comrades,  said : 
**  Tell  them  at  home  that  I  was  faithful  unto  death !"  so,  dear  brethren,  let 
us  go  from  this  Convention,  and,  if  we  meet  no  more  on  earth,  we,  I  trust,  shall 
finally  meet  around  the  Mercy  Seat — the  blood-bought  Mercy  Seat — and  gather 
on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  river,  with  the  shining  ones  in  the  skies.  And 
may  God  grant  it ! 

Miss  Chester  and  H.  Thane  Miller  sang  the  duet  and  chorus, 

"  Whither  are  you  Journeying  ?  " 

after  which  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Eapids,  Mich.,  the  next 

speaker,  said, 

The  particular  thought  that  he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Assembly  was, 
that  the  religion  of  Jesus  was  not  only  good  to  live  by,  but  to  die  by.  He  made 
an  interesting  allusion  to  the  inscriptions  written  in  blood  upon  the  walls  of 
the  dungeon  in  the  tower  of  London,  showing  with  what  spirit  Christians  can 
die.  Patrick  Henry  left  in  his  will  this  important  statement:  *'  I  have  now  dis- 
p>oeed  of  all  my  property  to  my  friends  and  family.  There  is  one  thing  more 
I  wish  I  could  leave  them,  and  that  is  the  Christian  religion.  If  I  could  leave 
them  that,  and  nothing  more,  they  would  be  rich  indeed.  If  I  should  leave 
them  all  the  world,  and  not  that,  they^would  be  poor  indeed."  The  speaker 
impressed  the  thought  that  no  one  can  have  a  better  inheritance  than  a  belief 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Andrew  J.  Chase,  of  Portland,  Me.,  spoke  in  a  strain  of 
mingled  humor  and  pathos,  paying  the  highest  eulogies  to  the 
West,  Indiana  and  Indianapolis.  He  urged  the  members  to 
go  home  with  the  feeling  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  was  a  permanent  institution,  and  its  work  a  per- 
manent necessity,  in  order  that  the  command  of  the  Master  to 
"preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature "  might  be  successfully 
carried  out 
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Mrs.  Halford,  of  Indianapolis,  sang 

"Your  Mission," 
after  which  Alfi-ed  Wicks,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  said. 

It  is  not  in  the  thunder,  it  is  not  in  the  lightning,  it  is  not  in  the  might  j 
rushing  wind — the  voice  of  God  was  not  there ;  it  was  in  that  still,  small  voice. 
We  have  listened  to  the  thunder  of  eloquence  from  this  platform,  and  we 
listened  for  the  voice  of  God  to  our  hearts.  We  heard  the  silver  roll  of  music 
as  it  swept  over  this  assembly,  and  again  we  listened  for  the  voice  of  God.  We 
heard  the  rush  of  emotion  as  it  swept  to  and  fro  among  us,  and  our  hearts 
throbbed  with  love  to  Jesus,  and  we  listened  for  his  voice  there;  but  has  it  been 
heard  ?  Dear  friends,  in  a  few  short  hours  this  scene  of  beauty,  all  these  lights 
will  have  passed  away  to  darkness;  but  we  are  going  to  our  homes,  and 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  Continent  will  go  up  the  prayers  of 
many  hearts  for  the  people  of  this  good  city.  But  we  leave  you  not  alone  ;  we 
leave  with  you  that  dear  Saviour ;  and  his  vgice,  if  you  will  listen,  shall  come 
to  your  hearts  with  power  such  as  you  have  never  even  known.  Oh,  how  truly 
we  will  pray  that  He  will  stand  at  the  door  of  this  dear  city  and  knock,  and 
knock  for  admittance  until  thousands  shall  open  and  welcome  Him  to  their 
hearts. 

Comrades,  we  are  about  to  part.  We  have  learned  to  love  each  other.  I 
have  seen  almost  anger  in  the  excitement  of  debate,  but  while  the  red  flush  of 
excitement  was  still  on  the  cheek,  we  have  seen  the  tear  of  sympathy,  and  it 
was  but  the  space  between  that  prevented  your  rushing  into  each  other's  arms. 
I  know  we  love  each  other  more  dearly  for  the  very  warmth  of  our  discussions. 
In  going  home,  we  will  not  forget  you,  dear  friends,  and  if  we  do,  we  ask  you 
to  pray  for  us.  Comrades,  let  us  not  forget  the  motto  that  is  painted  on  that 
pillar,  and  as  we  go  to  our  homes  and  back  to  our  work,  let  us  remember  the 
words  of  the  Apostle,  and  "  Quit  you  like  men."  You  may  be  weak  and  pooi ; 
but  in  the  consciousness  of  your  love  and  dependence  upon  Him,  you  stand  in 
your  work  with  the  strength  of  the  living  God.    God  bless  you  1    Farewell  I 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Harper,  of  Indianapolis,  on  behalf  of  the  Chris- 
tian ministers  and  Christian  people  of  the  city,  addressed  a  few 
parting  words  to  the  Delegates.  After  remarking  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  most  practical  illustration  of  the  true  Brotherhood 
of  Christ,  the  learned  Doctor  said, 

I  have  but  one  word  more  to  say,  and  in  saying  it  I  am  sure  that  I  express 
the  feeling  of  all  the  Christian  men  and  women  in  this  city  to-night.  We  thank 
you  dear  brethren,  for  this  visit ;  we  thank  you  that  you  have  come  to  our  city, 
that  you  have  come  into  our  churches,  and  that  you  have  come  into  our  homes, 
and  that  you  have  come  into  our  hearts.  It  has  been  a  blessed  meeting  to  us ; 
it  has  been  a  profitable  and  delightful  meeting  to  us  ;  it  shall  long  be  cherished 
by  us  In  grateful  remembrance.  Like  the  sweet  glow  of  twilight  which,  in 
Northern  climes,  rests  long  on  the  hill-tops  after  the  sun  is  set,  and  like  the 
sweet  memory  of  voices  and  faces  which  have  gone  from  us  and  returned  to 
dust,  the  memory  of  these  sweet  hours  shall  linger  in  our  hearts,  and  in  our 
homes,  and  in  our  churches  long  years  to  come.    Like  the  pebble  cast  into  the 
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pool,  which  Bends  out  little  waves,  circling  wider  and  farther  till  they  break 
on  the  shore,  the  influence  of  this  Convention  shall  not  only  circle  through  this 
city,  but  through  this  land  and  break  on  the  shores  of  eternity.  We  say  to  you 
again,  with  our  whole  hearts,  dear  friends,  that  we  thank  you  for  this  visit. 
God  bless  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  these  lands,  an^  make 
every  one  of  them  faithful  in  the  cause  of  our  blessed  Master.  We  all  have  but 
one  life  to  live,  let  us  live  it  well,  and  stand  up  manfully  for  Jesus.  Some  of 
us  are  here  to-night  who  love  that  flag,  (pointing  to  a  British  flag,  suspended 
over  the  stage)  for  whom  it  is  hallowed  by  a  thousand  sacred  memories,  and 
6ome  of  us  love  that  young  flag,  baptized  as  it  has  been  with  tears  and  blood. 

But  there  is  one  banner  here  that  we  all  love  more  than  either  of  these  ;  it 
is  the  "  Banner  of  the  Cross."  God  grant  that  when  our  day  of  warfare  is  over, 
and  our  armor  is  laid  aside,  that  all  these  men  who  have  come  here  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  all  the  Christian  men  and  women  who  are  here  to-night,  shall  meet 
again  around  the  throne  in  Heaven,  under  the  banner  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  and 
around  the  Young  Man  ^ho  suffered  and  ditni  for  our  sins  on  earth,  and  that 
every  one  of  us  shall  hear  at  last  the  welcome,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant." 

Mr.  E.  S.  Field,  of  Indianapolis,  spoke  briefly  on  behalf  of  the 
local  society,  giving  interesting  details  of  their  work. 

CoL  Jno.  W.  Ray,  President  of  the  Indianapolis  Association, 
then  delivered  the  parting  salutation  of  that  Society.  In  closing 
he  took  President  Maclean's  hand,  saying. 

And  now,  my  dear  Chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  Association  of  this  place, 
I  again  say,  "God  be  with  you,  and  may  we  all  so  live,  that  if  we  shake 
hands  no  more  on  earth,  it  may  be  ours,  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled 
glorifled,  to  shake  hands  on  the  other  shore." 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  advised  the 
sinking  of  all  sectarian  feeling,  in  the  united  laboring  for  the  ele- 
vation of  all  classes,  irrespective  of  caste,  color,  or  social  sUuiding. 

D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago, 

Eameetly  enjoined  upon  the  citizens  present,  their  duty  to  erect  for  their 
local  Association  a  fitting  building,  and  closed  with  a  fervent  appeal  to  the  un- 
converted. He  believed  that  were  a  messenger  to  win  his  way  from  Indianap- 
olis to  Heaven  and  say  that  a  young  man  here  had  no  one  to  save  him,  every 
angel  in  Heaven  would  want  to  come  down  to  carry  him  to  Heaven.  Not  an 
angel  in  Heaven  but  would  rush  down  from  Heaven,  if  they  could,  and  come 
and  take  our  places.  Our  places  they  cannot  take ;  if  the  work  is  done  it  must 
be  done  by  us.  Man's  Gospel  is  speUed  in  two  letters,  "  Do."  God's  Gospel  is 
the  addition  of  two  letters,  "  Done." 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  delivered  the  closing  speech. 
After  urging  the  point  advanced  by  Mr.  Moody,  that  the  Indian- 
apolis Association  should  be  furnished  with  a  building  of  llieir 
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own,  Mr.  Miller  aflfectionately  exhorted  the  unconverted  to  come 
to  Christ,  and  related  a  number  of  incidents  that  brought  tears  to 
the  eyes  of  many  in  the  audience,  and  closed  with  saying,  "  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  my  Master,  I  ask  you  to  give  yourselves  to 
Christ" 

It  was  after  ten  o'clock  when  President  Maclean  rose  and  de- 
livered the  following  parting  words  : 

Dear  Brethren  of  the  Convention  and  Christian  Friends : — The  truest 
friendship  on  earth  is  that  w)iich  is  haUowed  bj  love  for  Christ.  I  cannot  find 
terms  to  express  what  I  feel  as  we  now  part — as  we  now  say  fareweU  1  You, 
who  are  not  members  of  our  glorious  Brotherhood,  will  not  understand  or  ap- 
preciate the  feelings  which  fill  our  hearts  as  we  come  together  to  tliis  Con- 
vention, as  we  clasp  the  hands  of  affection  and  com|)are  experiences  or  take 
notes  by  the  way  of  our  important  work  There  is  a  tie  that  binds  us  all  the 
way  from  California  to  Nova  Scotia,  from  Windsor  in  Canada  to  Maine.  That 
tie,  a  loving  Providence  will  not,  cannot  allow  to  be  broken.  We  on  this 
Continent  have  a  great  mission  to  perform  through  our  Associations — to 
bring  young  men  to  Jesus.  There  will  be  no  rivalry,  for  we  cannot  have  any 
with  this  work  before  us.  Let  us  suffer  no  rivalry  but  that  of  knowing  how 
many  we  can  bring  to  Jesus.  In  all  sincerity,  I  have  to  render  my  thanks  to 
you  for  the  generous  sympathy  you  have  shown  in  asking  me  to  take  charge  of 
this  Convention,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  grekt  help  given  me  by  my  Brethren 
Fisher,  Miller  and  Stuart,  I  should  not  have  been  permitted,  as  I  have  been,  to 
bring  this  Convention  to  a  close  without  a  single  jAr  or  unkind  word.  Thank 
God  that  it  has  been  so  1  Tiiank  God  that  from  all  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  we  have  come  together  and  discussed  many  a  topic,  and  have 
had  nothing  unkind,  nothing  unlovely  or  unworthy  of  us  as  professed  followers 
of  Jesus.  I  would  thank,  in  your  name,  the  clergy  of  this  City.  Let  us  never 
forget  that  we  are  always  as  one  with  the  Churches.  Our  first  duty  is  with 
them.  I  would  also  for  you  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Brethren  and  friends  of 
the  local  Association.  Plere  I  will  not  name  them.  You  know  them.  I  would 
also  tender  thanks  to  these  kind,  loving  friends  who  have  taken  us  to  their 
homes  and  hearts,  and  made  us  to  enjoy  their  hospitality  ;  but  the  Delegates 
can  best  express  their  thanks,  for  they  all  have  felt  the  obligation  deeply. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  would  say,  remember  that  the  eyes  of  the  world  are 
upon  us.  How  anxious  the  wicked  are  to  find  a  flaw  in  our  characters  ;  how 
anxious  to  find  a  cause  to  help  them  in  their  excuse  for  not  serving  Christ.  Let 
us  pray  that  our  bodies  may  be  made  sacrifices,  holy  and  acceptable  to 
God  And  let  us  say  with  the  Apostle,  "  Nevertheless  i  Uve,  yet  not  I,  but 
Christ  that  liveth  in  me."  Brethren,  remember  that  wo  have  taken  upon  us 
this  profession. 

For  our  Brethren  from  Canada  I  thank  you  for  having  placed  me  in  this 
Chair.  I  feel  convinced  that  it  will  Cement  the  Christian  friendship  of  the  two 
countries,  and  that  it  will  bo  harder  tban  ever  before  to  break  this  tie  that  binds 
HB,  as  Cliriptians,  on  this  Continent. 

Brethren,  I  say  farewell !  May  God  bless  us,  and  may  we  only  strive  to 
emulate^  each  other  in  work  for  Jesus. 


117 

Geo.  BL  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  come  from  a  meet- 
ing in  the  Presbyterian  Church  opposite,  where  fourteen  had 
requested  prayer,  was  called  upon  to  oflfer  the  closing  prayer. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Rewhed,  That  the  IStli  International  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  do  now  adjourn,  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C,  pursuant  to  the  call 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  of  Indianapolis,  pronounced  the 
Benediction.  The  delegates  assembled  on  the  spacious  stage  of 
the  Academy,  joined  hands,  sang  parting  hymns,  repeated  the 
Lord's  Prayer  in  concert,  exchanged  heartfelt  parting  salutations, 
and,  finally,  with  most  solemn  souvenirs  of  their  long  continued 
communion  with  the  Master  and  each  other,  departed  from  the 
scene  of  so  much  spiritual  enjoyment 
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BEPORT. 


To  the   Fifteenth  Annttal  Convention  of  the   Young  Men^s   Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  : 

The  Executive  Committee  reBpectfully  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  year  now  ending.  It  should  be  remembered,  in  the  consideration 
of  the  statement  now  made,  that  but  about  eleven  months  have  really 
elapsed  since  the  last  Convention,  and  that  the  variation  from  the  date 
of  the  last  meeting  somewhat  affects  the  character  of  the  report. 
Statistics  of  Associations  have  not,  for  this  reason,  been  received  from  as 
many  as  we  had  hoped. 

L — This  is  the  first  matter  to  which  we  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Convention,  and  as  to  which  action  is  sought.  Too  little  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  requests  for  reports.  The  Committee  does  not  com- 
plain simply  because  circulars  are  unanswered  and  blanks  for  reports  not 
returned,  though  it  does  not  seem  improper  to  expect  that  a  society  which 
has  life  enough  to  avail  itself  of  the  labors  of  the  various  Committees 
by  sending  delegates  to  the  Conventions,  should  also  have  some  officer 
sufficiently  faithful  to  forward  a  statistical  report  of  its  condition,  when  a 
form  is  furnished  for  the  purpose.  But  we  do  complain,  because  this 
neglect  works  an  injury  to  the  cause  of  the  Associations  the  world  over. 
There  are  yet  those  who  oppose  these  Societies,  though  the  number  grows 
smaller  from  year  to  year.  One  of  their  strong  arguments  is  that  our 
Societies  do  not  put  themselves  on  paper ;  that  the  Committee  gives 
names  of  towns  where  Associations  exist,  and  yet  furnishes  no  facts  about 
them.  Our  opponents  say  these  are  but  paper  Societies,  though  the  Com- 
mittee does  not  include  in  its  list  a  single  name  which  is  not  believed  by 
them  to  represent  an  Association,  and  but  very  few  with  some  representa- 
tive of  which  communications  have  not  been  exchanged.  A  little  effort 
on  the  part  of  leading  Association  men  in  each  State,  a  small  additional 
service  on  the  part  of  each  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Committee,  a 
more  adequate  apprehension  of  the  truth  that  these  Associations,  though 
many,  are  but  one,  would  remove  the  cause  for  the  complaint  now  made. 
I^  by  some  action  on  the  part  of  this  Convention,  the  difficulty  here 
adverted  to  shall  be  removed,  this  gathering  will  not  have  been  in  vain, 
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and  a  work,  compensating  for  the  sacrifice  we  all  make  to  attend  here, 
would  be  performed. 

II. — The  Committee  desire,  as  has  been  done  in  former  reports,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  position  of  the  Corresponding 
Members.  They  are  the  representatives  of  these  great  gatherings  to 
the  Associations  of  every  State  or  Province.  No  appointment  made  by 
these  Conventions  is  of  such  considerable  importance.  In  the  most  of 
the  States  these  brethren  are  the  sole  head  of  the  work ;  in  a  few  they  are 
supported  by  a  local  or  State  Committee.  They  should  in  spirit,  as  in 
name,  represent  the  Convention  in  the  best  qualities  displayed  in  it — a 
generous  enthusiasm,  liberality  in  purse  and  effort,  a  great  love  for  and 
faith  in  Associations,  and  in  deep^and  abiding  spirituality.  With  them 
especially  rests  the  work  for  the  year.  It  is  the  experience  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  has  been  no  great  progress  in  any  State  where  the 
Corresponding  Member  has  not  taken  the  lead  ;  and  in  no  instance 
where  he  has  done  so,  have  results  been  wanting.  The  same  blessing  has 
not  crowned  their  efforts  in  all  cases;  to  some  have  been  given  but 
the  few  drops,  to  others  the  plentiful  shower,  but  none  have  been  un- 
rewarded. In  the  four  years  since  the  general  work  was  first  referred 
to  the  present  Committee,  there  has  been  great  progress  in  this  parti- 
cular. And  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  past  year  has  witnessed  greater 
faithfulness  than  any  of  the  preceding.  There  are  yet,  however,  some 
States  which  have  not  been  well  represented,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  delegates  will  make  the  appointment  of  their  representative  on  the 
Committee  a  matter  of  early  consultation,  to  the  end  that  such  nomi- 
nations may  be  made  by  them,  and  ultimately  by  the  proper  Committee 
to  the  Convention,  as  will  be  profitable  to  all.  Written  reports  have 
been  received  from  Clawson,  New-Brunswick ;  Farquhar,  Nova  Scotia  ; 
Rowland,  Mass. ;  Holden,  R.  I. ;  Fuller,  Conn. ;  Piatt,  N.  Y. ;  Cariton, 
N.  J. ;  Lloyd,  Ohio ;  Farmer,  Mich. ;  Cowles,  Wis. ;  Ransom,  Iowa ; 
Douglass,  Vt ;  Thompson,  Md. ;  Barnard,  Ind. ;  Sleigh,  D.  C. ;  Bentley, 
Neb. ;  Cree,  of  Penn. 

These  are  appended  to  this  report,  and  will  be  distributed  among  the 
delegates  before  the  close  of  the  Convention.  They  will  show,  however, 
but  inadequately  the  character  of  each  field,  and  the  work  accomplished. 

in. — ^The  State  Convention  is  gradually  securing  the  position  which 
its  importance  deserves,  as  an  agency  for  the  extension  of  Associations. 
The  past  year  seventeen  were  held,  namely,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 
Ontario,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
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Connecticut,  New-York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsjlyania,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa ;  being  three  more  strictly  local  Conven- 
tions than  last  year.  Each  was  successful ;  not  all  largely  attended,  but 
every  one  pervaded  by  the  best  spirit  and  testifying  by  actual  results  to 
the  truth  of  the  declaration  that  they  can  hardly  be  made  too  prominent 
S8  a  feature  in  the  aggressive  phases  of  our  work. 

The  Executive  Committee  hoped  to  be  represented  at  each  of  these 
Conventions,  but  were  unable  to  realize  that  hope.  They  were,  however, 
represented  at  eight,  namely,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Iowa  and  Ontario.  With  better  arrangements 
and  an  earlier  notification  of  the  meeting  of  some  of  them,  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  that  a  member  of  the  Committee  may  this  'year  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  joining  with  the  brethren  in  the  services  of  each  local  Con- 
vention. 

In  Ohio,  Ontario,  Iowa  and  Indiana,  the  representatives  of  the  various 
Associations  form  a  State  Association,  with  a  formal  constitution  and 
regularly  elected  officers.  In  Ohio  the  plan  thus  far  has  developed  no 
objectionable  features,  and  is  strongly  commended  by  the  brethren  from 
that  State.  It  has  not  received  as  thorough  a  trial  elsewhere.  The  Com- 
mittee recommend  that,  in  the  conferences  here  in  regard  to  modes  of 
prosecuting  State  work  the  State  Association  plan  receive  careful  con- 
sideration. 

rV. — ^The  Day  of  Prayer  recommended  by  the  Convention  was 
more  generally  observed  than  heretofore  ;  still,  many  Associations  failed 
to  notice  it.  In  a  very  few  instances  the  circular  of  the  Committee 
waB  not  receive<f ;  in  a  few  it  was  difficult  to  arrange  properly  for 
meetings ;  but  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  other  causes,  susceptible 
of  removal,  prevented  an  observance,  the  importance  of  which  none  can 
over-estimate.  Scarcely  a  meeting  was  held  under  the  recommendation 
which  was  not  marked  and  made  memorable  by  some  result  testifying  the 
favor  of  the  Master.  Scarcely  a  response  to  the  questions  of  the  Com- 
mittee declares  no  results  observable. 

V. — ^The  following  matters  were  referred  to  the  Committee  by  the 
Portland  C'Onvention : 

1.  The  Publication  of  the  Hymn-Book  prepared  by  Mr.  Wm.  Howard 
Doane.  The  resolutions  forbid  the  contracting  of  a  debt  in  the  name  of 
the  Convention,  while  no  money  was  furnished  to  the  Committee  for  the 
first  cost  of  publication.    The  Committee  could  not,  therefore,  properly 
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issue  the  book,  as  an  outlay  of  some  $2,000  was  required.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made  between  Mr.  Doane  and  Messrs.  Biglow  <fc  Main,  of 
New- York,  for  publication,  with  a  tariff  of  two  cents  on  every  copy  sold, 
to  be  paid  to  the  Committee,  and  to  be  employed  by  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  with  which  they  are  charged  by  the  Conventions. 

2.  The  Committee  experienced  great  difficulty  in  preparing  a  Certifi- 
cate of  Life  Membership,  which  they  were  willing  to  submit  to  the  Con- 
vention as  a  compliance  with  the  resolution  in  that  regard  After  many 
experiments,  and  the  rejection  of  a  number  of  designs,  they  have  at  last 
agreed  upon  one,  and  proof-copies,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  here  ready  for 
examination.  It  is  the  expectation  of  the  Committee  that  it  will  be 
reasonably  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  been  most  earnest  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  It  has  cost  all  they  felt  justified  in  expending  upon  it, 
and  if  further  experiments  are  desired,  provision  must  here  be  made  to 
meet  the  increased  outlay.  Several  of  our  best  artists  gave  the  Com- 
mittee one  set  of  designs  each,  but  we  cannot  call  upon  those  gentlemen 
for  others  without  paying  their  customary  charges. 

3.  The  Introduction  of  the  Members  of  one  Association  to  another 
upon  change  of  residence  has  been  matter  of  frequent  discussion  in  our 
local  and  general  Conventions.-  On  two  or  three  occasions  indefinite 
resolutions  have  been  adopted  concerning  it.  The  importance  of  sjme 
general  system,  so  simple  in  its  forms  as  to  secure  universal  adoption,  is 
recognized  by  all.  No  member  of  our  Associations  should  change  his 
residence  without  also  transferring  his  interestin  Association  work  to  his 
new  home,  and  connecting  himself  with  the  Association  where  he  resides, 
under  some  official  introduction.  This  would  tend  materially  to  strengthen 
the  tie  which  binds  our  Societies  together,  and  promote  an  interest  in  the 
particular  work  which  each  is  prosecuting.  The  Ontario  Convention,  of 
last  fall,  adopted  admirable  resolutions  concerning  this  subject,  requiring 
the  local  Executive  Committee  to  devise  some  plan  which  should  be 
applicable  to  the  Associations  of  that  Province,  and  also  commended  it 
to  the  consideration  of  this  Convention,  and  of  your  Committee.  The 
letters  of  introduction  and  of  acknowledgement  prepared  by  Mr.  Anderson 
of  Toronto,  and  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee  for  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  seem  to  be  all  that  is  desirable.  Copies  are  appended  to  this 
Report,  and  the  Committee  recommend  their  adoption  by  this  Convention 
for  use  throughout  the  Continent 

4.  Several  conferences  have  been  had  by  members  of  the  Committee 
with  Hon.  Richard  C.  McCormick,  in  regard  to  the  completion  of  his 
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contemplated  History  of  the  Associations,  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
adopted  at  Portland ;  and  such  considerations  as  seemed  most  available 
were  presented  to  him,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  in  some  way  carre  the 
time  from  his  other  engagements  to  enable  him  to  complete  the  work  he 
had  begun ;  but  he  is  unable  to  do  so. 

No  one  can  regret,  more  than  the  members  of  this  Committee,  the 
conclusion  to  which  Mr.  McCormick  has  most  reluctantly  arrived.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  some  one  may  be  found  during  the  year,  to  whom 
he  will  cheerfully  transfer  the  materials  in  his  possession,  and  who  will 
complete  the  work  thus  begun. 

5.  Five  hundred  copies  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  with  the  accompai^ying  documents,  and  fifteen  hundred 
copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Portland  Convention,  including  that 
report,  were  printed  by  the  Committee.  The  report,  as  separately 
printed,  was  circulated  gratuitously,  and,  as  is  thought,  with  very 
much  advantage  to  the  cause.  This  year  it  is  proposed  to  make  a 
much  wider  distribution.  Of  the  proceedings  complete  as  published. 
1,012  copies  were  distributed  to  the  Associations,  at  fifty  cents  each, 
under  subscriptions  made  at  Portland.  The  remainder  were  distributed 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year,  to  newspapers  in  America  and  Europe, 
and  to  those  interested  in,  or  seeking  information  in  regard  to  our  work, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

6.  The  Portland  Convention  directed  the  Committee  to  publish  a 
monthly  periodical  in  the  plact  of  the  Quarterly  issued  up  to  that  time. 
Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  a  person  willing  to  under- 
take the  double  duties  of  General  Agent  and  Editor  of  the  Monthly. 
Correspondence  was  had  with  leading  men  of  the  Associations,  and  others 
in  all  sections,  with  reference  to  such  a  person,  but  no  one  could  be 
found,  satisfactory  to  the  Committee,  who  was  willing  to  undertake  the 
work.  Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  that  Convention,  a  proposition 
was  made  to  Mr.  Kichard  C.  Morse,  of  New-York,  but  he  declined 
to  entertain  it.  As  our  search  in  other  places  failed,  application  was 
again  made  to  him.  Finally,  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  Mr. 
Morse  consented  to  leave  an  important  position  in  the  editorial  rooms 
of  the  Observer^  and  undertake  this  branch  of  the  work  of  tbe  Asso- 
ciations. There  were  many  considerations  which  satisfied  the  Com- 
mittee of  his  peculiar  fitness  for  it.  A  contract  was  made  with  him  to 
run  for  one  year,  at  a  salary  of  $2,000,  payable  monthly,  to  be  terminated 
on  a  three  months^  notice  by  either  party,  with  a  contingent  interest  in 
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the  paper  when  it  should  be  finally  established  on  a  paying  basis,  and  all 
advances  made  by  the  Committee  returned.  That  contract  is  submit- 
ted herewith.  Mr.  Morse  immediately  entered  upon  his  work  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm,  under  plans,  then  and  now,  deemed  to  ha?e  been 
most  wise.  A  description  of  the  paper  as  issued  seems  unnecessarj,  as 
all  the  delegates  are  undoubtedly  familiar  with  it.  Six  numbers  have  been 
issued,  beginning  with  January  1st,  and  an  edition  of  seven  thousand  copies 
has  been  regularly  published  until  the  June  number,  when  it  was  increased 
to  ten,  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  maintain  it.  The  subscription  list  was 
on  the  first  of  June  about  eleven  hundred  in  advance  of  the  pledges  made 
at  Portland,  and  is  constantly  increasing.  The  advertising  list  of  the 
paper  is  excellent.  The  Committee  are  glad  to  say,  however,  that  there  is 
nothing  now  due  from  the  Montbly  to  the  treasury  of  the  Committee.  AH 
the  expenses  of  publication,  including  the  whole  salary  of  Mr.  Morse, 
have  been  paid  out  of  the  receipts,  and  there  remains  quite  a  sum 
outstanding  and  collectable,  with  which  to  meet  some  of  the  expenses 
of  the  next  six  months.  The  Committee  is  of  opinion,  if  the  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Monthly  increase  as  heretofore,  that  its  cost  for  its 
first  year  will  be  almost  wholly  met  by  the  proceeds  of  subscriptions  and 
advertisements. 

It  should  be  stated,  here,  that  the  demands  made  upon  the  editor  of 
the  paper  are  such  as  to  exclude  any  very  considerable  service  as  General 
Agent  of  the  Committee — this  work,  as  heretofore,  has  been  performed 
by  the  various  members. 

The  views  of  the  Committee  in  respect  to  the  necessity  for  a  periodical 
representing  the  work  of  the  Associations  in  its  various  forms,  have  been 
presented  on  other  occasions,  and  remain  unchanged,  save  that  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  year  has  served  to  confirm  them. 

The  only  discouragement  in  the  effort  to  establish  this  periodical 
seems  to  lie  in  the  failure  of  the  members  of  our  Associations  to  appre- 
ciate its  importance  to  the  cause  which  they  so  dearly  love. 

1  he  field  for  a  paper  adapted  to  the  position  and  duties  of  young 
men  on  this  Continent  has  not  as  yet  been  occupied.  The  members  of 
the  Associations,  conscious  of  the  power  which  their  fellows  possess, 
should  seek  by  the  establishment  of  a  fit  periodical  to  mould  and  direct 
this  power  aright  Since  the  Convention  at  Buffalo  in  1854,  this  has 
been  n  darling  idea  with  our  best  men.  The  members  of  more  than 
eight  hundred  Associations  can  now  make  that  idea  a  reality  if  thej 
will. 


IX 

We  all  claim  that  these  Associations  are  but  a  manifestation  of  the  power 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  a  single  line  of  aggressive  service  ;  and  holding 
this  position,  every  person  engaged  in  this  service  needs  all  the  counsel,  all 
the  information  that  can  possibly  be  secured,  to  render  it  most  available. 
It  is  not  mere  exhortation  that  is  needed,  for  young  men  are  proverbially 
earnest,  enthusiastic,  aggressive ;  it  is  instruction,  calm  and  temperate 
counsel,  and  actual  experience,  illustrated  by  incidents,  and  brought  to 
bear  directly  upon  the  work  in  hand,  that  is  required.  This  a  paper 
representing  the  Associations  should  fiimish,  and  this  we  feel  the 
"  Monthly  "  has  done  in  a  good  degree,  considering  the  short  time  it  has 
been  in  the  field. 

More  than  this,  a  chief  lack  to-day  is  a  sjrmpathy  between  all 
the  Associations  of  the  Continent  in  regard  to  the  work  which  they 
have  to  perform,  not  in  their  local  spheres  only,  but  for  the  whole  body 
of  young  men  who  give  such  activity  and  force  to  all  phases  of  American 
life,  and  in  regard  to  which  they  possess  such  controlling  power. 
An  Association  but  half  comprehends  its  mission,  which  limits  its 
vision  to  the  r.arrow  boundaries  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  it  is  estab- 
libhed — which  cannot  see  that  it  stands,  with  the  more  than  eight  hundred 
others  which  dot  the  Continent,  as  one  with  them  in  a  scheme  of  effort 
for  the  moral  elevation  and  religious  culture  of  the  young  men  of  America. 
In  the  fostering  of  such  a  spirit  the  "Monthly,"  if  properly  supported,  will 
perform  a  leading  part ;  and  the  Associations  can  afford  one,  and  even  five, 
years  of  a  stupid,  an  unremunerative  paper,  if  at  the  end  of  that  time  they 
shall  have  founded  one  that  will  measurably  subserve  the  purposes  here 
indicated.  But  the  Committee,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Conven- 
tions, asks  no  sacrifice,  in  this  regard,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  brethren. 
We  ask  a  subscription  list  corresponding  to  the  list  of  our  membership,  for 
a  paper  which  belongs  to  each  member  as  much  as  to  us,  and  from  which 
each  one  will  derive  far  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  dollar  that  he  pays. 

The  Committee  ask  no  greater  favor  than  they  have  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  leading  religious  men  and  writers  of  the  day.  Everywhere  our 
applications  for  contributions  have  been  welcomed,  because  those  to  whom 
we  have  appHed  have  seen  in  the  constituency  which  the  paper  represented, 
a  wide  and  hopeful  field  in  which  to  sow  their  thoughts;  and  men 
in  all  parta  of  the  land,  overburdened  with  pastoral,  professorial  and 
professional  calls,  have  put  them  aside,  that  they  might  speak  a  word 
of  counsel  or  encouragement,  out  of  their  large  love  and  large  experi- 
ence, to  the  young  men  of  the  land.     These  men,  and  others  who  look 


up  to  them  with  confidence,  have  by  this  means  been  led  to  study  the 
organizations  more  closely,  and  to  give  them  their  confidence  more  unre- 
servedly than  heretofore. 

A  proper  interest  in  the  "  Monthly,"  on  the  part  of  the  Associations, 
would  not  only  render  it  entirely  self-supporting,  but  would  bring  a  hand- 
some revenue  to  the  Committee — enough  to  sustain  an  agent  in  the 
field  from  year  to  year.  Indeed,  it  would  do  more  than  this.  It  is 
not  unreasonable  to  ask  for  twenty  thousand  subscribers  from  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Associations.  This  number  could  easily  be  furnished 
within  the  year.  This,  with  the  then  enhanced  value  of  our  advertise- 
ments, would  so  increase  the  income  applicable  to  the  work  of  your  Com- 
mittee as  to  render  almost  wholly  unnecessary  any  considerable  call  for 
donations.  It  is  an  easy  mode  in  which  to  provide  funds  for  the  general 
work.  The  hope  is  indulged,  that  the  conferences  of  the  Convention 
upon  this  topic,  and  its  final  action,  will  be  such  as  to  guarantee  this 
result. 
The  accounts  of  the  paper,  in  detail,  form  a  part  of  this  Report. 

7.  After  the  adjournment  of  the  Portland  Convention,  Mr.  Weidensall 
was  instructed  by  the  Committee  to  canvass  thoroughly  the  State 
of  Kansas,  that  being  the  only  one  not  embraced  in  the  Southern 
field  in  which  the  cause  of  the  Associations  had  not  been  fully  pre- 
sented. It  was  the  expectation  of  the  Committee  that  many  Asso- 
ciations could  be  formed,  and  large  results  realized.  After  completing 
this  work  Mr.  W.  was  to  visit  the  principal  towns  in  Missouri  and 
southern  Illinois,  whether  they  contained  Associations  or  not  Dangerous 
sickness  of  himself,  and  also  of  near  relatives,  detained  him  from  the 
field  for  a  long  time  on  two  occasions ;  he  has,  however,  performed  his 
work  with  great  thoroughness,  and  the  Conmiittee  is  satisfied  with  his 
services.  The  expense  of  this  mission  is  stated  in  the  financial  summary 
in  this  Report. 

It  was  found  impossible  to  organize  as  many  Associations  in  Kansas 
as  had  been  expected.  The  towns  as  yet  seem,  many  of  them,  too  small 
to  sustain  these  organizations  without  weakening  other  efibrts  in  the 
same  direction  alrea  ly  being  made.  Mr.  Weidensall  was  instructed  to 
avoid  everything  which  could  in  any  way  give  countenance  to  the  idea 
that  the  Associations  occupied  a  position  of  rivalry  in  respect  to  church 
organizations.  It  was  made  his  first  duty  to  secure  the  sympathy  and 
co-operation  of  pastors  of  Evangelical  churches.  In  a  large  number  of 
towns  visited  by  him,  he  could  do  little  else  but  present  the  advantage 
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of  union  efforts,  and  secure  the  appointment  of  committees  in 
the  various  churches.  The  advantages  of  our  Associations,  in  all 
places  where  they  could  be  properly  sustained,  were  always  pre- 
sented, and  the  committees  formed  by  him  look  upon  it  as  their 
duty  to  establish  such  societies  in  their  towns  at  the  first  fa- 
vorable moment  At  all  proper  times  he  has  taken  such  parts 
ss  were  assigned  him  in  religious  meetings ;  and  on  all  occa- 
sions where  it  was  expedient — and  there  were  many — he  has  been 
instrumental  in  convening  the  citizens,  that  he  might  present  to 
them  collectively,  the  necessity  and  value  of  the  union  of  various  denom- 
inations for  the  purposes  of  aggressive  Christian  work  in  regard  to  special 
fields.  There  are  as  yet,  however,  but  seven  Associations  in  the  State  of 
Kansas.  These  are  as  prosperous  as  corresponding  societies  anywhere 
at  the  West  An  unexpected  call  of  Dr.  Baker,  who  was  appointed  Cor- 
responding Member  for  Kansas,-  to  the  East,  and  our  inability  at  once  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  operated  materially  against  the  work  of  Mr.  Weidensall, 
as  it  not  only  prevented  the  early  convening  of  a  State  Convention,  from 
which  much  was  anticipated,  but  finally  operated  to  defer  it  until  fall, 
and  that,  too,  after  the  chief  part  of  the  arrangements  in  regard  to  it 
had  been  completed. 

In  Missouri  and  southern  Illinois  Mr.  Weidensall  has  also  rendered  an 
important  service,  some  of  the  details  of  which  will  appear  in  his 
report.  He  does  not,  however,  advert  with  any  fullness,  either  as  to  these 
two  States  or  to  Kansas,  to  the  large  general  missionary  service  he  has 
performed  bearing  only  incidentally  upon  Association  work.  Wherever 
he  has  rested,  he  has  done  the  work  of  an  Evangelist  with  as  much  faith- 
fulness and  assiduity  as  it  is  performed  by  any  of  those  well  known  to 
the  country,  now  engaged  in  a  kindred  work ;  but  this  was  incidental  to 
his  mission,  and  was  performed  when  his  time  could  not  be  given  to  the 
direct  and  simple  work  with  which  he  was  mainly  charged.  At  St  Louis 
and  at  Jefferson  City  he  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  to  an 
effort  for  the  benefit  of  German  organizations ;  in  both  cities  he 
was  eminently  successful,  and  the  position  of  the  German  young  men 
there,  in  regard  to  Associational  work,  is  such  as  to  warrant  the 
expectation  that  the  right  way  has  at  last  been  found  for  the  main- 
tenance of  Associations  among  them  elsewhere.  But  the  Conmiittee 
trust  that  this  topic  relating  to  organizations  among  our  German 
brethren  will  receive  full  consideration  in  this  (convention,  and  that,  as  a 
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result  from  it,  they  may  be  enabled  to  employ  Mr.  Weidensali  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  coming  year  in  this  branch  of  the  work. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Weidensall  for  the  year  is  subjoined. 

8.  Two  causes  prevented  an  early  undertaking  by  the  Committee  of 
the  visit  to  the  cities  in  the  Southern  States:  (I)  Inability  to  procure  a 
person  exactly  suited  to  the  work;  and  (2)  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
most  of  those  who  subscribed  to  the  fund  in  sending  forward  their 
subscriptions.  It  was  not  until  the  middle  of  March  that  the  visit 
could  be  begun.  Mr.  William  F.  Lee,  of  this  Committee,  and  Rev. 
George  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  left  their  engagements  at  home  to 
carry  out  in  some  measure,  if  possible,  the  wishes  of  the  Portland  Con- 
vention. Altogether,  they  visited  twenty  of  the  leading  places  in  the 
Southern  States.  Of  course  their  stay  in  each  was  brief,  averaging 
two  days. 

Everywhere  they  were  received  with  the  greatest  cordiality.  But  few 
of  the  Associations  which  existed  at  the  time  of  the  Troy  Convention 
are  at  present  maiatained.  Mr.  Hall  found  efforts  in  progress,  at  New 
Orleans,  for  the  organization  of  an  Association,  when  he  reached  that 
city.  One  has  been  formed  at  Mobile,  since  his  visit,  from  which  the 
most  encouraging  reports  have  been  received.  The  approach  of  warm 
weather  rendered  it  inexpedient  to  perfect  organizations  this  season,  but 
such  steps  were  taken  in  the  appointment  of  committees,  the  distribution 
of  documents,  and  the  friendly  discussion  of  the  merits  and  claims  of 
these  Associations,  as  to  reader  it  in  the  highest  degree  probable  that 
organizations  will  be  completed  upon  the  return  of  cool  weather. 
The  Committee  is  now  advised  of  the  existence  of  Associations  at 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Montgomery,  Selma,  Savannah,  Charleston,  Rich- 
mond, Chattanooga,  Raleigh,  Meridian  and  Memphis.  They  are  not  in 
correspondence  with  that  of  Richmond. 

There  is  another  branch  of  work  at  the  South  which  it  may  be 
proper  for  the  Convention  specially  to  consider  in  this  con- 
nection, namely,  the  formation  of  Associations  among  colored  young 
men.  There  are  already  some  six  or  eight  of  these.  Of  course 
they  are  small,  and  their  resources  are  limited.  The  correspond- 
ence of  the  Committee  with  some  of  them  has  been  quite  extensive, 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  the  societies  are  moderately  success- 
ful. The  Committee  has  not  felt  disposed,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  matter,  to  adopt  any  particular  measures  for  the 
encouragement  of  these  societies  beyond  any  others  kindred  in  character, 
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elsewhere;  they  have  stood  upon  the  same  footing  in  regard  to  all  the 
action  of  the  Committee. 

It  is  believed,  however,  to  be  the  plain  duty  of  the  Associations  repre- 
sented in  this  Convention,  to  make  ample  provision  for  the  prompt 
prosecution  of  the  general  work  of  visitation,  as  to  all  young  men, 
without  distinction  of  color,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit  The 
visit  already  made,  by  its  fraternal  character,  and  by  the  generous 
enthusiasm  which  marked  it,  by  the  larger  acquaintance  which  it  has 
secured  between  the  representatives  of  the  Convention  and  the  friends  of 
Christian  work  among  the  young  men  in  the  South,  has  encouraged  us  to 
hope  that  the  next  general  gathering  of  these  Associations  will  witness 
the  meeting  of  delegates  (rom  all  parts  of  the  Continent,  as  at  the  Troy 
Convention  in  1859 ;  and  may  God  speed  the  day ! 

Vn.  —  The  correspondence  with  the  Associations  abroad  has 
been  far  more  extensive  than  heretofore,  embracing  the  principal 
Rocieties  and  their  leading  members  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
France,  Holland,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  Prussia  and  the  Asso- 
ciations scattered  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  Letters  of  introduction 
have  been  given  by  the  Committee  to  a  large  number  of  Association 
men  going  abroad;  and  they  desire  here  to  testify  to  the  Christian 
courtesy  and  fraternal  regard  with  which  all  such  persons  have  been 
received  by  the  brethren  in  Europe. 

They  desire  especially  to  testify  to  the  fullness  and  interest  of  the 
communications  they  have  received,  from  time  to  time,  from  persons 
most  prominently  connected  with  the  Association  work,  and  particularly 
from  Messrs.  Shipton,  of  London ;  Nash,  of  Liverpool ;  James,  of  Dub- 
lin ;  Dobson,  of  Manchester  ;  Van  Oosterwijk  Bruyn,  of  Amsterdam  ; 
Klug,  of  Elberfeld ;  Brail,  of  Wessell ;  and  Cote,  of  Paris — all  bearing 
witness  to  the  sympathy  now  existing  between  the  Associations  on  either 
siJe  of  the  Atlantic,  in  regard  to  the  mighty  work  which  thev  have  in 
hand. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  Day  of  Prayer  recommended  at  Portland 
was  as  generally  observed  by  the  Associations  in  Europe  as  here.  The 
circular  of  the  Committee  was  reprinted  by  the  Dublin  Association,  and^ 
accompanied  by  one  of  their  own,  noting  special  objects  of  prayer,  was 
distributed  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  copies  were  received  here  for 
distribution  to  the  leading  Associations. 

An  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Nash  will  show,  better  than  any 
words  of  the  Committee,  how  the  recommendation  was  received  by  our 
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brethren  abroarj.  This  is  but  one  of  many  letters,  kindred  in  tone  and 
character ;  and  the  observance  of  the  day  more  than  equalled  the  pro- 
mise of  the  letter  : 

**  I  am  now  able  to  inform  you  definitely  that  I  have,  up  to  to-day 
(Saturday)  October  30th,  obtained  written  promises  from  85  (eighty- 
five)  Ministers,  of  all  denominations,  to  preach  special  sermons  to  young 
men,  and  to  make  special  prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  young  men,  on 
the  second  Sabbath  in  November,  viz.,  the  14th  of  November,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  wishes,  expre-sed  in  your  circular  letter  to  me,  bearing 
date  the  6th  inst.  I  hope  this  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Committee. 
You  may  safely  conclude  that  we  (D.  V.)  shall  have  preached  over  100 
sermons,  and  special  prayer  made  for,  and  on  behalf  of,  young  men  on 
that  day.  I  have  not  received  replies  from  all  my  circular  letters  ;  they 
come  in,  a  few  at  a  time,  day  by  day.  We  shall  have  special  prayer, 
once  or  twice,  in  our  rooms  upon  that  day.  I  have  written  to  a 
great  number  of  oung  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  England,  and  the 
matter  will  be  taken  up  by  them  generally.  I  don't  know  for  sermons, 
but  as  regards  prayer,  nearly  all  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
will  observe  the  day  set  apart.  ***** 

**It  aflEbrded  me  much  pleasure  this  morning  to  give  a  cordial  welcome 
to  two  brethren  from  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association — 
one  arrived  here  yesterday  or  rather  this  morning,  the  other  arrived  here 
on  Wednesday  last, 

"  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  bear  from  you  and  from  the  dear  brethren 
in  America,  and  shall  be  also  glad  to  receive  such  documents  from  time 
to  time  as  you  can  spare. 

"  Hoping,  that  on  the  second  Sabbath  in  November,  the  Good  Lord  will 
shower  down  his  richest  blessings  upon  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions generally,  and  also  upon  the  tens  of  thousands  of  the  young  men 
throughout  the  world,  and,  assuring  you  of  the  happiness  it  affords  me 
to  respond  to  your  appeal,  with  brotherly  greeting  from  Liverpool  to  the 
American  brethren,  I  am,  &c." 

On  the  26th  day  of  August  next,  the  General  Conference  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  will  assemble  at  Amsterdam.  The  services 
will  continue  for  five  days.  Letters  have  been  received  by  the  Com- 
mittee from  those  having  the  arrangements  in  charge,  urging  a 
full  representation  on  the  part  of  the  American  Associations.  The 
programme,  as  already  published,  promises  that  this  gathering  will 
not  be  inferior  to   any  that   have  preceded   it    in    all    the   elements 
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which  have  constituted  the  interesting  and  profitable  features  of  those 
conferences.  Heretofore  there  has  been  a  failure  to  attend  on  the  part 
of  some  who  have  been  appointed  delegates  from  the  American  Associa- 
tions. The  Committee  trust  that  such  selections  will  be  made  by  this 
Convention  as  to  insure  a  full  representation.  The  Committee  beg  leave 
to  nominate  as  four  of  the  representatives,  T.  James  Claxton,  of  Mon  • 
treal,  J.  N.  Harris,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  J.  O.  Wood,  of  Edgewater, 
New-York,  and  Austin  Abbott  of  New- York  City. 

Vni. — ^There  is  very  little  in  the  way  of  printing  and  publishing  by 
ihe  Committee  to  be  mentioned  in  addition  to  the  publication  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings and  the  "  Monthly."  It  is  confined  to  the  usual  circulars  re- 
quired in  the  prosecution  of  Committee  work,  to  a  new  edition  of  the 
"  Suggestions,"  and  of  Dr.  Morse's  Essay  (the  demand  for  both  being 
large),  and  to  one  new  pamphlet  of  the  same  size,  reprinted  from  the 
"  Quarterly  "  on  the  **  Test  of  Active  Membership."  This  was  issued 
because  of  the  numerous  applications  for  the  views  of  the  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  **Test"  adopted  at  Detroit  and  reaffirmed  at  Portland. 
It  also  contained  the  resolutions  of  the  Conventions  upon  the  subject. 

IX. — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Reports  furnished  to  the 
Committee  by  the   Associations. 

(1.)  There  are  now  802  Associations  on  this  Continent,  207  having  been 
organized  during  the  current  year ;  64  of  those  embraced  in  the  enu- 
meration of  last  year  are  omitted  in  this. 

(2.)  856  have  reported  to  this  Convention. 

(3.)  238  report  their  expenses  for  the  year  at  1218,436. 

(4.)  133  report  the  number  of  the  volumes  in  their  libraries  as 
66,560. 

(5.)  325  report  50,901  members. 

(6.)     61  report  daily  prayer  meetings. 

(7.)  62  report  Bible  classes ;  60  report  open-air  services;  109  report 
sermons. 

(8.)     78  report  2,227  conversions. 

A  much  larger  proportion  of  Associations  than  heretofore  report  a 
considerable  religious  interest  and  some  conversions.  Very  many  refrain 
from  any  ^numeration,  preferring  to  state  that  their  meetings  have  been 
well  attended— extremely  interesting — and  that  they  believe  there  have 
been  many  conversions,  but  they  are  unable  to  tell  how  many. 

(9.)  In  regard  to  buildings  and  building  funds,  there  has  been  but  little 
change  since  last  year.     Rockport,  Mass.,  with  a  population  of  three 
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thousand  five  hundred,  has  a  building,  completed  within  the  last  year, 
valued  at  $3,500.  The  building  fund  of  the  Boston  Association  has  in- 
creased from  $31,150  to  $85,000.  At  Aurora,  HI.,  a  building  is  in 
course  of  erection.  Brooklyn  reports  a  large  number  of  pledges,  but 
no  fixed  subscriptions ;  that  Association  will,  however,  begin  in  the  fall, 
with  excellent  prospects  for  success,  direct  efforts  for  the  erection  of  its 
building,  the  plans  for  which  were  matured  a  year  ago.  All  the  Asso- 
ciations reporting  building  funds  at  Portland,  state  this  year  an  increase 
in  the  amount  Three  Associations  in  addition  to  those  named  one  year 
ago,  report  building  funds ;  in  St.  Louis,  $20,000,  and  Manchester,  N.  H , 
$500 ;  Chelsea,  Mas?.,  $450. 

The  rooms  of  two  Associations  have  been  wholly  destroyed  by  fire 
during  the  past  year,  with  all  their  property,  viz. :  Biddeford,  Me.,  and 
Bristol,  Conn.,  but  each  is  now  reported  as  having  substantially  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  misfortune. 

The  Conmiittee  is  confident  that  there  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  the 
Associations  in  all  that  goes  to  make  up  real  power  for  effective  service. 
A  few  of  the  weaker  and  more  feeble  have  died,  but  the  number  is  incon- 
siderable. In  some  of  the  States  jthere  has  been  a  great  increase  in 
numbers,  as  in  Pennsylvania,  where,  one  year  ago,  twenty  one  Associa- 
tions had  a  nominal  existence ;  now  sixty-six  furnish  reports  to  Mr. 
Thomas  K.  Cree,  the  Corresponding  Member  for  that  State,  and  steps 
are  being  taken  to  complete  organizations  in  many  other  towns  and 
cities.  In  New  Brunswick,  Mr.  Clawson  reports  eleven  Associations 
against  three  of  last  year.  Mr.  Farquhar  reports  an  increase  of  twenty- 
six  in  Nova  Scotia. 

X. — ^The  Committee  submits  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention 
the  following,  as  some  of  the  topics  which  seem  to  arise  from  the  present 
condition  of  the  Associations,  and  they  venture  to  bespeak  for  them  calm, 
temperate  and  practical  discussion  in  a  form  so  condensed  and  yet  so  full 
and  ample  as  to  enable  them  in  the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  to  present 
to  the  Associations  of  America  a  body  of  suggestions  from  this  Con- 
vention both  timely  and  valuable. 

1.  What  branch  of  Association  work  has  afforded  most  encouragement 
during  th^  past  year  ? 

2.  The  difficulties  and  hindrances  encountered  during  the  year. 

3.  How  shall  we  best  impress  upon  our  members,  and  upon  the  com- 
munity, a  conviction  of  the  permanency  of  these  societies  ? 
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4.  The  pledge  of  each  person,  upon  joining  an  Association,  to  direct 
personal  effort  for  the  salvation  of  young  men. 

5.  The  duty  of  the  office-bearers  and  leaders  in  the  Associations  in 
regard  to  the  purely  religious  work,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  can  be 
best  performed. 

6.  The  importance  of  embracing  German  young  men  in  our  efforts 
for  the  increase  of  Associations,  the  character  and  success  of  such  as 
have  been  heretofore  made,  and  the  best  plans  for  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  this  work. 

7.  The  Associations  of  America,  not  simply  isolated  organisations 
engaged  in  a  local  work,  but  charged  also  with  the  duty  of  a  large  and 
important  service,  in  the  Saviour's  name,  for  each  other,  and  for  the 
young  men  of  the  whole  Continent 

8.  How  can  the  work  of  Associations  be  most  successfully  carried  on 
in  the  smaller  towns  ? 

XL — The  detailed  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  accompany  this  report. 
The  following  is  a  summary  : 

Whole  cost  of  pabllshing  the  annual  report $800  26 

Received  from  sales 603  60 

Deficit $296  66 

Salary  of  Mr.  WeidensaU $1,411  74 

Traveling  expenses 83  84 

$1,495  08 

Received  on  account  of  the  Southern  work $1,256  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  Messrs.  Lee  and  Hall $504  19 

Salary  of  Mr.  Hall 133  33 

Sundry  small  items 28  60 

666  12 

$589  88 

Received  firom  subscriptions  for  the  Monthly $2,088  51 

Received  from  advertisements 2,096  66 

$4,185  17 
Salary  of  Mr.  Morse •....    $766  64 

Total  cost  of  first  five  numbers  of  the  Monthly 8,268  84 

4,084  98 

$150  19 
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Received  from  subscriptions  to  general  expenses $3,768  50 

Due  on  subscriptions  to  the  Monthly 869  00 

Received  on  account  of  Southern  work 1,256  00 

Expended,  Western  work $1,445  08 

Proceedings 296  66 

"  printing  and  stationery 233  82 

"  postage 174  11 

"  miscellaneous  expenses 235  34 

$2,345  01 

Remaining  from  subscriptions  to  general  expenses $1,423  49 

This  last  sum  is  subject  of  course  to  the  expepses  attendant  upon  this 
Conyention  and  the  chance  of  loss  on  the  next  six  numbers  of  the 
"  Monthly." 

Xn. — ^The  Committee  submits  the  following  matters  to  the  Conyen- 
tion for  consideration  and  action  : 

(1.)  The  approval  of  the  certificate  of  life  membership  herewith 
submitted. 

(2.)  The  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  at 
Amsterdam. 

(3.)  The  adoption  of  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee,  in  the 
name  of  the  Convention,  to  transmit  a  letter  of  fraternal  greeting  to  that 
Conference. 

(4.)  The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Lecture  Bureau,  and  appro- 
priate action  for  the  promotion  of  its  greater  efiSciency  and  usefulness  in 
the  future. 

(5.)  The  recommendation  of  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  as  a 
Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Associations  of  the  world,  and  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  requesting  the  Amsterdam  Conference  to  concur  in  the  desig- 
nation of  that  day. 

(6.)  The  adoption  of  such  a  policy  as  will  secure  the  permanent 
establishment  of  the  Association  "  Monthly." 

(7.)  Authority  to  continue  the  employment  of  Mr.  Weidensall  as 
the  Western  Agent  of  the  Association,  and  also  to  employ  for  the  nine 
working  months  at  the  South  a  suitable  person  on  that  field. 

(8.)  The  taking  of  a  subscription,  which,  coupled  with  the  amount 
now  on  hand,  will  provide  for  the  general  expenses  of  the  Committee  for 
^he  ensuing  year,  and  for  the  salaries  and  traveling  expenses  of  the  Agent 
just  mentioned. 
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(9).  Permission  to  employ,  if  the  profits  of  the  "Monthly"  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  copyright  on  the  Hymn  Book  will  warrant  it,  a  person 
to  visit  the  Associations  in  the  Eastern,  Middle  Central,  and  Western 
States  and  Dominion  of  Canada. 

(10.)  The  question  of  reducing  the  ratio  of  representation  has  fre- 
quently been  raised  in  letters  received  by  the  Committee,  as  well  as  in 
conferences  with  members  of  the  Association,  and  the  attention  of  the 
Convention  to  this  matter  is  respectfully  requested.  The  diflSculty  of 
obtaining  entertainment  for  so  large  a  number  of  delegates  as  have  now 
a  right  to  be  present,  is  a  serious  one.  There  are  other  grave  considera- 
tions relating  to  this  topic,  which  can  better  be  presented  when  it  shall 
be  discussed. 

(11.)  It  has  been  frequently  suggested  by  warm  friends  of  our  cause 
that  it  would  be  better  if  these  General  Conventions  were  called  bi- 
ennially ;  some  advocate  the  change  strongly.  Your  Committee  fe  not 
prepared  to  make  a  reconmiendation  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  Con 
vention  is  asked  to  consider  it  when  the  question  of  selecting  a  place  for 
oar  next  meeting  becomes  material. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD,  Chairman. 
22d  June,  1870. 
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REPORTS  OF  CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EXECUTIYE  COMMITTEE,  FOR  THE  SEVERAL 
STATES  AND  PROVINCES. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

At  the  last  International  Convention,  the  delegates  from  St.  John  reported 
three  Associations  in  New  Brunswick.  Since  then,  at  the  call  of  the  St.  John 
Association,  a  Convention  was  held  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  eight 
Associations,  making  eleven  in  all,  viz.:  St.  John,  Bathurst,  Richibucto,  New- 
castle,  Chatham,  Carleton,  Moncton,  Petitcodiac,  Upper  Norton,  Central  Norton 
and  St.  Andrews.    Of  the  latter  I  have  received  no  official  advice. 

The  Association  at  St.  John,  now  in  the  third  year  of  its  existence,  has  a 
membership,  on  the  revised  roll,  of  540,  which  is  an  increase  of  290  during  the 
year.  This  Association  enjoys  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity  in  all  the  branches  of 
its  work.  The  Bible  Class  on  Sabbath  afternoon  is  well  conducted  and  highly 
interesting;  average  attendance,  22.  The  literary  meeting,  every  Tuesday 
evening,  is  instructive  and  entertaining;  average  attendance,  60.  Weekly 
prayer  meeting ;  average  attendance,  20.  Union  prayer  meetings  and  social 
gatherings  are  held  at  intervals,  and  mission  work  and  tract  distributing  have 
been  carried  on  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  The  Association  has  had  two  col- 
porteurs actively  engaged  in  selling  and  distributing  books  and  tracts  through- 
out the  city  and  various  parts  of  the  Province.  126,000  pages  of  tracts,  and 
8,150  Bibles  and  religious  books  have  been  disposed  of  through  this  agency. 

The  other  Associations  throughout  the  Province  have  a  membership  of  from 
20  to  50  each.  Some  of  them  are  actively  engaged  in  the  usual  Association 
work,  and  are  in  prosperous  condition.  Newcastle  reports  great  and  continued 
success  in  cottage  prayer  meetings.  At  Upper  and  Central  Norton,  at  Carleton 
and  at  St.  Andrews,  good  lectures  have  been  given. 

Denominational  feeling  has  slightly  impeded  the  general  progress,  and  in 
some  places  has  prevented  the  extension  of  the  work ;  but  the  great  drawback 
is  the  lack  of  spiritual  life  and  energy  in  many  of  the  members.  Were  we  all 
endued  with  power  from  on  high,  no  obstacle  could  prevent  our  success. 

Joshua  Clawson, 
Cor,  Mem.  for  New  Brunettdek. 


NOVA  SCOTU. 

The  work  in  Nova  Scotia  during  the  past  year  has  been  generally  prosper- 
ous. Immediately  after  the  Portland  Convention,  we  were  much  refreshed  and 
encouraged  by  a  visit  from  Brother  Thane  Miller. 

In  September,  1869,  the  Third  Annual  Convention  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces  of  British  America  was  held  in  Pictou.  The  Convention 
was  in  session  from  Thursday  till  Sabbath  evening,  when  the  farewell  meeting 
was  held.  The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest.  Faithful  appeals  to  young 
and  old,  and  earnest  prayers,  often  moved  the  assembly  to  tears.  Open-air 
services  for  the  first  time  were  held  in  the  town ;  for  months  after,  and  indeed 
up  to  the  present  moment,  there  is  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God  being  gathered  in 
as  the  result  of  that  Convention.    It  was  preceded  by  a  time  of  prayer,  for  cir- 
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cuIats  were  addreseed  to  all  the  Evangelical  ministers  in  the  Province  for  prayer 
in  behalf  of  the  Convention  before  it  assembled,  and  we  can  truly  say  they  have 
been  abundantly  answered  in  the  happy  conversion  of  many. 

The  published  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  closes  with  the 
following : 

"  Thus  ended  the  most  successful  and  interesting  series  of  meetings  ever 
held  in  this  Province.  Good  fruit  has  already  been  brought  forth,  but  eternity 
alone  will  reveal  the  blessed  results  flowing  from  the  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion. *  *  *  The  Convention  has  been  followed  by  a  deep  religious 
feeling  in  the  community  of  Pictou,  and  an  outpouring  of  God's  holy  spirit  has 
been  manifested  in  the  conversion  of  a  number  to  be  followers  of  Jesus.  It 
would  be  premature  at  present  to  speak  of  the  extent  of  the  work,  but  we  be- 
lieve it  to  be  both  real  and  lasting:  quickening  to  fresh  life  professing  followers 
of  the  Lord,  and  plucking  souls  as  brands  fr^m  the  burning.  To  God's  name 
be  all  the  glory." 

Your  annual  call  for  united  prayer  in  November  was  well  observed  by  all 
the  Associations,  and  in  many  places  much  apparent  good  resulted. 

In  Pictou  and  Truro,  the  two  largest  towns  of  the  Province,  several  hundred 
have  been  added  to  the  churches,  I  may  safely  say,  mainly  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Associations. 

About  ten  new  Associations  have  been  organized  since  I  last  officially  re- 
ported to  you.  Some  of  the  others  were  in  a  drooping  condition,  and  by 
judicious  visits  of  the  President  of  the  Halifax  Association  and  Brother  Maclean, 
Bome  of  them  have  been  revived. 

Oar  official  report  of  the  Halifax  Association  has  already  been  transmitted ; 
but  I  may  here  state  that  all  the  committees  are  active  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  them.  The  Tract  Distribution,  Sick  Visitation,  Employment 
and  Strangers,  besides  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Association,  have  all  had  their 
places  assigned  and  are  systematically  working  out  the  problem  "  How  can  we 
best  accomplish  the  mental  and  spiritual  improvement  of  young  men  t " 

One  incident  calls  for  special  notice :  Several  of  our  active  members  were 
passengers  in  the  missing  steamer  '*  City  of  Boston,"  one  of  whom,  A.  K.  Doull, 
Esq.,  was  one  of  the  delegates  at  the  Portland  Convention  last  year.  Mr.  Doull 
was  for  twelve  years  an  active  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Halifax  Asso- 
ciation, and  his  name  now  stands  among  the  list  of  Vice-Presidents;  and  we 
fear  it  will  be  long  before  his  place  will  be  filled  by  one  who  will  as  faithfully 
discharge  the  duties.    May  we  all  hear  the  voice,  "  Be  ye  also  ready." 

The  EJxecutive  Committee  of  the  Convention  have  just  met  and  unanimously 
agreed  that  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  for  the  Maritime 
Provinces  will  be  held  in  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  in  the  month 
of  September,  this  year. 

James  Fabquhab, 

Cor,  Idem,  for  I^ova  Scotia, 


VERMONT. 

The  Associations  in  Vermont  owe  their  life  and  success  to  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  personal  effort.  They  were  organized  after  fervent  prayer  and  fedth- 
ful  labor,  by  a  few  ardent  hearts  in  each  locality,  and  they  are  sustained  by  con- 
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Btant  exertion.  Perhaps  a  peculiar  feature  of  the  work  in  Vermont  ib,  the 
general  favor  shown  us  by  our  Pastors.  The  number  of  Associations  in  our 
smaller  towns  is  another  cause  for  gratitude.  Thej  exist  in  little  villages 
where  there  is  but  one  church.  Members  of  different  denominations  meet  in 
the  Association  prayer  meetings,  and  work  together  quite  profitably  there. 
The  proportion  of  Associations  is  one  to  less  than  five  towns  through  the 
State,  and  our  membership  is  not  less  than  one  in  one  hundred  of  the  entire 
population. 

In  one  small  village  where,  three  years  ago,  there  was  neither  prayer  meet- 
ing, Sunday  School,  nor  regular  Church  service,  an  Association  was  organized, 
and  as  a  result  of  this,  there  are  to-day  two  churches  in  the  place  (each  having 
a  pleasant  house  of  worship)  two  Sunday  Schools,  and  four  prayer  meetings 
weekly.  In  another  town  among  the  mountains,  with  a  population  of  about 
1,000,  they  have  an  Association  of  124  members,  hold  seven  prayer  meetings 
each  week,  and  have  been  greatly  blessed  in  the  conversion  of  many  souls  the 
past  winter.  Another  Association  has  been  holding  thirteen  meetings  each 
week,  every  school-house  in  town  being  supplied  with  a  delegation  of  working 
Christians  every  Sunday  evening.  As  a  result,  nearly  one  hundred  heads  of 
families — father,  or  mother,  or  both,  have  been  converted. 

Most  of  the  fifty-three  Associations  in  the  State  have  been  visited  by  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  since  the  1st  of  January,  1870,  with  very 
encouraging  results.  Some  of  our  smaller  Associations  are  doing  a  noble  work, 
often  at  a  great  sacrifice,  and  against  organized  opposition.  Young  men  work- 
ing for  their  daily  bread  walk  miles  at  night  to  attend  meetings,  give  their  hard 
earned  dollars  for  tracts,  and  bravely  meet  for  Christ's  sake  the  soofi^  and  scorn 
of  former  comrades. 

Considering  all  the  benefits  resulting  from  these  organizations,  and  this 
work  in  Vermont,  not  the  least  is  the  growth  in  Christian  activity  and  us^fSdness 
of  our  young  people, 

O.  B.  Douglass, 

Cor,  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  Vermont. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following  Associations  have  been  organized  during  the  past  year :  Hub- 
bardston,  L.  J.  Powers,  Sec. ;  Newburyport,  Rev.  James  Powell ;  Riverdale ; 
East  Gloucester,  Rev.  Mr.  Hall ;  Saxonville ;  Taunton,  William  H.  Fox,  Pres. ; 
Webster  (Young  Men's  Working  Band);  Wellesley,  Edward  G.  Tileston, 
Pres.;  Charleston,  Charles  E.  Daniels,  Pres.;  Townsend,  J.  W.  Eastman, 
Pres.  Total  number  of  Associations  in  the  State,  112.  Estimated  membership, 
16,300. 

The  Associations  are,  generally,  in  a  healthy,  active  state.  Many  of  them 
are  largely  engaged  in  Mission  Sunday-schools,  neighborhood  prayer  meetings, 
and  making  little  or  no  effective,  aggressive  efforts  to  save  the  young  men  of 
their  communities  to  the  Church.  Ask  the  Church  if  they  need  young  men  and 
they  reply,  most  emphatically,  yes ;  more  than  any  other  class. 

Many,  and  most  of  the  Associations,  suffer  for  the  want  of  a  capable  leader  ; 
some  one  to  plan  and  to  set  in  motion  all  the  wheels. 
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Most  of  oar  Association  Reading-rooms  are  not  attractive  because  not  social. 
What  is  indispensable  Is  two  young  men  (who  can  langh  and  not  feel  sorry  for 
it)  to  be  at  the  Rooms  each  evening,  to  make  the  place  chatty  and  cheerful ; 
make  it  the  Christian's  Bar-room,  and  to  call  it  so  if  it  will  get  the  young  men 
in.  The  rum  shops  are  social,  and  the  rum  sellers  are  known  by  young  men 
to  be  a  social  set  of  men.  Are  we,  as  Y.  M.  C.  A.  young  men,  in  good  repute 
among  our  fellows,  and  who  is  at  fault  if  we  are  not,  but  ourselves?  Thco 
young  men  every  evening  at  the  Booms,  from  7  to  10  o'clock,  is  tlie  remedy,  I 
don't  mean  the  same  men  every  night. 

The  Third  Annual  State  Convention  was  held  at  Lowell,  October  14th  and 
I5th,  and  was  attended  by  235  delegates  from  forty  Associations.  It  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  Alfred  S.  Woodworth,  of  Boston,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
spiritual  gatherings  ever  attended.  The  people  of  Lowell  were  thoroughly 
ar  used,  and  all  our  meetings  were  full ;  the  evening  sessions  being  necessarily 
held  in  two  churches  at  one  time. 

Several  large  and  most  interesting  Open-Air  Meetings  were  held  each  day 
by  the  Convention,  one  meeting  numbering  over  1,500  present.  Seven  con  • 
versions  are  known  to  have  occurred  through  their  instrumentality. 

It  was  a  blessing  to  Lowell,  because  they  took  advantage  of  its  coming  to 
make  it  a  blessing.  It  was  a  blessing  to  all  the  Associations  represented.  Here 
let  mo  say,  the  Associations  can  find  no  other  way  of  getting  as  much  practical 
knowledge  of  the  young  men,  their  wants,  and  the  best  way  to  reach  them  in 
so  short  a  time  as  through  these  Conventions.  Every  Association  that  neglects 
the  Convention  neglects  its  work.  A  good  number  of  our  pastors  were  present 
and  took  a  part  in  our  exercises. 

In  the  circulation  of  "  little  books  "  I  have  imported  over  6,000,000,  which 
have  been  distributed  by  this  and  sister  Associations,  resulting  in  hundreds  of 
conversions.  These  little  books  I  still  import,  having  just  received  one  and 
a  half  tons,  and  furnish  in  quantity  of  $5  worth  and  upwards  at  29  cents  a 
pound  weight,  which  is  33  per  cent,  cheaper  in  price  than  any  offer  made  the 
Associations  on  the  Continent.  12,000  of  the  Pocket  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hymn  Book 
have  bc^en  published. 

I  have  spoken  publicly  outside  of  Boston  one  hundred  and  eight  times  dur- 
ing the  year. 

I  have  faith  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  future.  I  think  action  is  what  we 
need,  not  words. 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr., 

Cor,  Mem.  for  Massachusetts. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Dear  Sir — Our  work  in  Rhode  Island  is  in  a  better  condition  than  at  any 
time  for  several  years.  Two  years  ago  we  called  a  Christian  Convention,  to 
meet  at  Providence  with  the  Association,  and  we  had  a  glorious  gathering. 
This  year  the  Westerly  Association  invited  the  Convention  to  meet  with 
them,  and  a  large  and  deeply  interesting  meeting  was  held. 

We  liave  four  active  Associations  in  Rhode  Island,  also  an  Association  at 
Newport,  that  has  a  name  but  little  life. 

The  Bristol  Association  has  a  membership  of  181;   has  been  organized 
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six  years.  They  have  a  building  fund ;  a  reading  room ;  a  library  of  2,000 
volumes;  conversation  room.  Distributed  from  library,  during  the  past 
year,  6,000.  They  have  had  a  course  of  lectures,  and  a  course  of  sermons  to 
young  men  by  the  Pastor  of  the  town  ;  well  attended.  Prayer  meeting  every 
Sabbath  at  tueir  rooms,  at  an  hour  that  does  not  interfere  with  the  Church 
meeting.  They  propose  changing  their  meeting  to  an  open-air  meeting, 
during  the  Summer  months.  They  have  been  holding  a  series  of  Union 
Prayer  meetings  during  the  past  season,  conducted  by  the  members  of  the 
Association. 

Their  Tract  Committee  have  in  charge  furnishing  of  steam-cars  and  steam- 
boats with  religious  reading,  and  for  this  purpose  have  procured  and  attached 
racks  to  the  cars  and  boats,  which  are  filled  with  reading  matter.  Over  the 
rack,  printed  on  a  suitable  card,  the  words  "  Bristol  Y.  M.  C.  A.,"  "  Take  one." 
Papers  are  read  carefully  and  sometimes  returned.  The  committee  also  attend 
to  the  distribution  of  tracts  on  the  street  and  elsewhere. 

They  adopt  the  plan  of  placing  stamps  on  letters  found  in  Post-Office  with- 
out stamp.  The  President  reports  that  a  deeper  feeling  is  manifest  among 
the  membership  than  ever  before,  and  he  feels  very  hopeful  for  the  future  of 
the  Association.    Pres.,  Wm.  H.  Spooner ;  Cor,  Sec.,  Wm.  J.  Miller. 

The  Pawtucket  Association  have  started  a  free  library  and  a  free  reading 
room.  Average  daily  attendance  at  rooms  during  the  year,  100 ;  weekly  prayer 
meetings  at  the  room.  Sermons  have  been  preached  during  the  year  on 
Sabbath  evenings  to  young  men,  by  ministers  of  that  and  the  neighboring 
towns. 

The  Association  has  forwarded  during  the  year  about  300  letters  found  in 
the  Post  Office  without  stamp,  and  have  received  in  small  amounts,  sums  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  expense.  The  members  of  the  Association  assist  in  sustaining 
three  or  four  missions  at  the  north  and  east  of  the  town.  Pres.t  P.  E.  Tilling- 
hast ;  Cor,  Sec.,  Edward  Braman. 

The  President  of  the  Westerly  Association  reports  that  their  Mission  work 
is  going  on  quietly.  During  the  year  there  have  been  about  29  conversions. 
More  than  half  of  these  have  tmited  with  the  Church,  and  are  earnest,  faithful 
workers.  1,017  families  visited,  (they  employ  a  missionary.)  Daily  and  semi- 
weekly  Prayer  Meetings  held  at  rooms ;  held  a  series  of  Open-Air  Meetings 
during  the  warm  weather ;  series  of  sermons  on  Sabbath  evenings  to  young 
men ;  a  course  of  lectures ;  membership,  122 ;  current  expense,  $1,200 ;  free 
reading-room  ;  average  attendance,  30 ;  building  fund,  $5,000.  The  President 
says,  in  looking  over  the  year,  "  We  bless  God  and  take  courage."  Pres.,  R.  F. 
Lattimer ;  Cor,  See.,  J.  A.  Babcock. 

The  Providence  Association  are  still  working  for  Christ.  They  have  held 
a  Daily  and  Weekly  Prayer  Meeting  throughout  the  year.  The  noonday 
pieeting  has  been  well  attended ;  at  times  crowded.  Last  winter  a  circular 
was  sent  by  the  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Association  to  the  pastors 
of  the  State,  asking  them  to  visit  this  meeting  as  often  as  convenient, 
also  to  read  the  notice  to  their  congregations:  a  new  impulse  was  given 
to  the  meeting.  An  invitation  was  extended  to  the  pastors  of  the  City, 
and  some  of  the  surrounding  towns  to  lead  the  meetings ;  almost  unanimously 
they  responded. 

The  Saturday  Evening  Meetings  held  at  8i  o'clock,  have  been  largely  at- 
tended.   Two  meetings  were  held  for  some  time,  one  an  hour  before  the  regular 
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one,  in  a  Sailor's  boarding  house,  and  quite  a  number  bave  been  brought  from 
these  meetings  to  the  regular  meeting,  and  some  have  risen  for  prayer. 

Tract  distribution  on  the  street  and  in  the  saloon,  singing  just  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  meeting  at  the  door  has  been  a  part  of  the  labor  for 
the  evening. 

The  open-air  meetings  were  very  successful  and  very  interesting,  conducted 
bj  laymen,  under  the  charge  of  the  Missionary  Committee. 

During  the  winter  several  social  meetings  were  held.  Cards  of  invitation 
were  distributed  through  the  manufactories  and  stores,  inviting  gentlemen  and 
ladies ;  music  and  speaking  were  the  order  of  the  hour,  and  every  one  so  &r  as 
could  be  heard,  felt  they  really  had  spent  a  social  time.  The  hall  was  crowded* 
at  the  last  one  to  its  fullest  extent.  The  Association  would  recommend  this  as 
one  of  the  best  means  of  getting  the  young  men  of  a  city  or  town  interested 
in  our  work. 

Providence  is  a  centre  for  the  State,  and  it  is  the  endeavor  of  the  brethren  of 
the  Association  here,  to  make  its  power  felt  in  all  our  borders. 

Pres,,  John  Eendrick ;  Cor.  Sec,  David  W.  Hoyt. 

An  Association  has  just  been  organized  at  Wyoming,  a  small  place  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State,  and  we  hope  to  hear  from  there  good  news. 
Pres,,  Rev.  S.  D.  Ashley. 

E.  R.  HOLDBN, 

Cor.  Mem.  for  Rhode  Island. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Several  new  Associations  have  been  organiased  during  the  past  year,  yet 
probably  the  number  of  Associations  to  whom  it  may  be  said,  "  I  know  Thy 
works  and  charity  and  service  and  fiedth,  and  Thy  patience,  and  Thy  works ; 
and  the  last  to  be  more  than  the  first,"  is  not  greatly  increased  ;  so  that  were  we 
to  base  oar  prosperity  or  success  on  a  numerical  standard,  we  should  have  very 
little  to  encourage  us.  But  when  we  reflect  upon  the  amount  of  good  seed  that 
has  been  sown ;  the  dissemination  of  Holy  Gospel  Truth  among  the  masses ;  the 
increased  Christian  fellowship  among  those  who,  while  they  differ  in  name,  yet 
join  heart  and  hand  in  the  Association  work,  under  the  leadership  of  "the 
Captain  of  their  Salvation,"  being  "  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus,"  we  may  exclaim 
with  the  Psalmist,  "  Be  of  good  cheer  and  He  shall  strengthen  your  heart,  all 
ye  that  hope  in  the  Lord." 

Many  of  these  Associations  spring  into  existence  like  Jonah's  gourd,  and 
decline  as  quickly.  An  increased  interest  in  the  churches  begets  a  longing 
to  enter  into  a  more  aggressive  effort  for  the  salvation  of  souls ;  minor  differences 
and  petty  jealousies  are  consequently  given  up,  and  this  union  of  heart  and 
action  organic  becomes  an  Association.  But  soon  activity  is  relapsed  and 
the  spirit  of  indifference  or  sectarian  jealousy  breaks  the  bond  of  union  Sev 
end  very  happy  exceptions  to  the  above  proposition  have  come  under  my 
observation,  where  Associations  have  fully  maintained  their  active  pioneer 
mission  labora,  and  thus  sustained  an  unusual  degree  of  Christian  vitality  in 
the  community. 

In  the  State  of  Connecticut  there  has  existed  since  their  first  organization 
in  1858  forty-one  Y.  M.  C.  Associations.    Thirty-four  of  these  still  maintain  at 
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MARYLAND. 


OuB  cause  is  gaining  strength  in  Maryland.  New  Associations  are  being 
organized  in  many  of  the  towns  and  villages,  and  our  prospects  in  Baltimore 
have  never  before  been  so  bright.  The  following  notes  were  gathered  at  our 
last  monthly  meeting : 

During  the  month  fifty-three  prayer  meetings  had  been  held,  resulting,  it 
is  believed,  in  the  salvation  of  many  souls.  Open-air  meetings  had  been  held  in 
the  market-places  and  on  the  wharves,  where  thousands  had  listened  to  the  story 
of  the  Cross.  10  000  tracts  and  5,000  copies  of  the  "  Good  News,"  (a  pai>er  pub- 
lished by  our  Association,)  had  been  distributed,  about  1,100  missionary  visits 
had  been  made,  nearly  300  children  had  been  gathered  into  our  missionary 
schools,  several  hundred  meals  had  been  iumished  to  the  needy  young  men  out 
of  employment,  assisted  the  widows  and  the  orphans,  the  sick  visited,  and  to  the 
poor  the  Qospel  was  preached.  Our  rooms  had  been  to  the  stranger  a  home, 
and  to  the  tempted  a  refuge.  In  more  than  200  bar-rooms  interesting  and  fruit- 
ful services  had  been  held. 

J.  W.  Thompson, 

Cor.  Mem,  for  Maryland. 


OHIO. 


The  Association  work  in  Ohio  has  been  well  organized  and  vigorouly  pro- 
secuted. In  1807  wedetermined  to  organize  a  State  Association  A  Convention 
was  called  for  the  purpose,  which  met  at  Columbus  in  October.  Instead  of  a 
mere  Convention,  a  regular  State  Association  was  instituted,  with  Constitution 
and  By  Laws  and  a  complete  set  of  oflBcers.  The  plan  was  perfected  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Association,  held  in  Cleveland  in  1868.  The  officers  were 
chosen  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  a  district  assigned  to  each,  and  great 
efficiency  was  thus  secured.  The  system  has  proved  so  advantageous  that  we 
heartily  commend  it  to  others. 

The  "  Laymen's  Institute,"  which  was  inaugurated  at  Cincinnati  last  year 
was  80  successful  that  it  has  been  made  a  permanent  feature  of  this  Association. 
Monthly  meetings  for  the  instruction  of  laymen  are  to  be  held  during  the 
year,  and  a  regular  course  of  training  will  be  pursued. 

An  institute  of  this  character  was  also  held  at  Toledo,  in  October  last,  with 
very  satisfactory  results. 

The  State  Association  had  its  annual  meeting  at  Mansfield,  and  many  practi- 
cal questions  were  very  ably  discussed.  An  excellent  impression  was  left  upon 
the  Mansfield  brethren,  and  the  delegates  went  home  full  of  zeal.  A  District 
Convention  was  held  at  Salem  soon  after,  and  throughout  the  State,  with 
few  exceptions,  the  fires  were  kindled  and  kept  burning. 

The  report  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year  shows  about  one  hundred 
conversions  in  the  Salem  Association. 

The  special  religious  interest  which  began  in  the  prayer  meetings  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Zanesville,  increased  till  all  the  churches 
in  the  city  were  revived  and  about  four  hundred  souls  were  converted. 

During  the  past  winter  the  City  of  Cincinnati  has  been  visited  with  a  gracious 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  about  two  thousand  persons  have  been 
hopefully  converted.    This  revival,  like  the  ones  in  Salem,  Zanesville  and  other 
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places,  began  in  the  prayer-room  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
and  extended  till  it  pervaded  the  whole  city.  Several  new  Associations  have 
been  formed,  and  an  eflfort  has  been  made  to  so  interest  them  in  active  work  as 
to  make  them  permanently  useful.  The  Day  of  Prayer  recommended  by  the 
Portland  Convention  was  very  generally  observed  by  our  Association.  The 
State  Association  will  hold  its  next  meeting,  in  October  next,  at  Cincinnati. 
The  table  appended  will  show  the  statistics, 

H.  P.  Lloyd, 

Cot,  Member  for  Ohio. 


INDIANA. 

During  the  past  year  several  Associations  have  been  organized.  My  en- 
gagements during  the  year  have  been  such  as  to  prevent  a  general  visitation  of 
the  various  Associations,  but  I  have  assisted  at  the  organization  of  three,  viz. : 
in  Greencastle,  Peru,  and  Greenfield. 

During  the  past  year  the  revival  Spirit  has  pervaded  almost  the  entire  State. 
Nearly  all  of  the  Churches  have  been  blessed.  In  many,  the  converts  are  numbered 
by  hundreds.  The  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  all  over  the  State,  has  been  so  won- 
derful that  the  remark  is  often  made  "  how  easily  sinners  seem  to  come  to 
Christ." 

The  membership  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  carry- 
ing on  this  work.  Here  in  Indianapolis,  we  are  anticipating  a  great  blessing 
from  the  gathering  of  so  many  active  Christian  workers,  as  will  assemble  here 
in  June,  and  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  day  of  their  arrival. 

M.  K.  Barnard, 

Cot.  Mem,  Ex.  Com.  for  Indiana, 


MISSOURI. 

Probably  no  city  in  the  Union  teeds  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
more  than  the  City  of  St.  Louis.  Located  in  the  very  centro  of  the  Union, 
young  men  by  the  hundred  flock  here,  seeking  employment;  and  they  need 
just  such  kind  of  sympathy  and  counsel  as  the  Association  stands  ready  to  give. 
Many  of  these  young  men  have  come  to  us  during  the  past  year,  penniless  and 
disheartened,  but  have  been  cheered  and  strengthened  by  kind  words:  and 
many  of  them  have  secured  honorable  positions  through  our  efforts.  Said  one 
of  these  to  us,  **you  have  spoken  to  me  the  first  kind  words  I  have  heard  since  I 
came  to  your  city."  Our  noon-day  prayer  meetings  and  our  Saturday  night 
meetings  are  well  attended.  Dnrimg  the  summer  months  we  have  open-air 
service  on  Thursday  evenings  and  Sunday  afternoons,  which  have  resulted  in 
great  good  to  many  thousand  people  in  St.  Louis,  who  never  enter  the  church. 
We  thus  carry  the  Gospel  into  our  Jtission  Sunday  School.  We  have  gathered 
many  destitute  children. 

*  E.  S.  Greenwood, 

Cor.  Mem,  for  Missouri, 
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MICHIGAN. 

Not  having  replies  to  all  the  circulars  sent  out  for  information,  I  am  able 
only  to  report  that  the  number  of  Associations  remains  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  with  the  addition  of  two  new  Associations  at  St.  Clair  and  Cbrunna. 

Our  second  State  Convention  held  at  Kalamazoo,  in  March  last,  was  eminently 
practical  and  stimulating.  We  are  nearing  the  realization  of  our  plan  of 
having  all  the  Associations  in  the  State  hold  their  annual  meetings  at  the  same 
time,  so  that  we  may  club  together  in  advertising  our  Associations  and  rooms, 
and  in  the  obtaining  of  matter  for  our  reading-rooms.  We  think  one-quarter 
of  the  expense  might  be  sav^  in  this  way. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  suitable  rooms  seems  to  be  a  prevailing  source  of 
difficulty,  and  added  to  this  is  the  seemingly  almost  universal  determination  to 
get  rich  first,  before  giving  much  of  personal  time  to  the  doing  of  needed 
Christian  work. 

More  working  members  is  the  great  want  in  Michigan.  May  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  send  them  soon. 

Silas  Fakmer, 
Cot.  Mem.  for  MicTdgaru 


WISCONSIN. 

Most  of  the  Associations  in  Wisconsin  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  are 
doing  a  good  and  successful  work. 

I  regret  being  obliged  to  report  a  few  as  doing  nothing,  and  only  existing 
in  name.  Earnest  eflforts  have  been  made  to  revive  and  stimulate  these  in- 
active organizations,  but  owing  to  inefficient  officers  it  has  not  yet  been  accom- 
plished. 

Many  Associations  report  a  good  work  done  the  year  past  among  the 
inmates  of  county  jails  and  prisons.  A  few  months  ago  a  precious  work  of 
grace  commenced,  and  still  continues,  among  the  convicts  in  our  State  Prison, 
the  direct  result  of  the  faithful  efforts  of  some  members  of  the  Milwaukee  Asso- 
ciation. 

Open-air  meetings.  Mission  Sunday  Schools,  and  systematic  tract  distribution 
are  some  of  the  means  used  by  our  Associations  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
their  mission,  and  success  has  attended  them. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  was  held  in  Milwaukee  in  November  last ;  the 
spirit  of  the  Convention  was  excellwit,  and  from  it  much  good  resulted. 

Whole  number  of  Associations,  twelve.  Membership,  one  thousand.  Two 
new  Associations  formed  during  the  year.  Six  Associations  have  reading-rooms, 
three  hold  daily  prayei  meetings,  and  eight  monthly  meetings.  One  employs 
dty  missionary.  The  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  by  some  of  the  Associations 
and  they  report  good  results  from  it.  Nearly  all  of  our  Associations  are  in 
small  places,  where  their  maintenance  is  attended  whh  many  trying  difficul- 
ties.   Still  the  "  faithful  few  "  press  on,  "  looking  unto  Jesus." 

Henry  J.  Cowlbs, 

Cor.  Member  for  Wiscondn. 
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IOWA. 


Wb  take  pleasure  in  reporting  an  increased  interest  in  oar  State  Aroociational 
work  daring  the  past  year.  Some  half  dozen  Associations  have  been  added  to 
the  list,  while  in  some  localities  the  matter  has  been  talked  ap,  bat  withoat 
results.  Our  second  State  Convention,  held  in  April,  brought  together  about 
seventy-five  delegates,  representing,  I  think,  twenty  Associations.  There  are 
many  of  which  I  cannot  speak,  not  having  been  able  to  get  reports.  I  will 
speak,  however,  of  several  from  whom  reports  have  been  received : 

Makion. — 50  members ;  principal  work  has  been  in  the  Sunday  School  and 
cottage  prayer  meetings,  which  have  resulted  in  18  conversions;  sustain  a 
weekly  prayer  meeting;  have  held  social  gatherings  in  our  rooms,  which 
yielded  $150  for  our  treasury. 

Iowa  City. — 80  members ;  hold  daily  prayer  meetings,  the  average  attend- 
ance being  25  ;  have  sustained  60  cottage  prayer  meetings  and  a  Sunday  School 
of  150  members ;  have  a  commodious  audience  and  reading  rooms  and  a  library 
of  500  volumes. 

Keokuk. — 150  members ;  noon-day  prayer  meetings,  sustained  by  a  few, 
but  kept  up  throughout  the  year  with  interest ;  our  street  preaching  well 
attended ;  Tuesday  evening  prayer  meetings  for  young  converts,  and  several 
cottage  prayer  meetings  have  been  sustained  ;  a  committee  occupy  one  hour  on 
Sabtath  mornings,  in  distributing  tracts  and  papers  In  hotels,  barber  shops  and 
saloons. 

DbsMoinbb. — Sustain  morning  prayer  meetings ;  street  preaching ;  4  weekly 
cottage  prayer  meetings ;  employ  a  city  missionary ;  distributed  $300  to  the 
needy  ;  owe  no  man  anything ;  have  $200  in  the  treasury ;  100  members. 

Waterloo. — Have  Tuesday  evening  and  Sabbath  afternoon  meetings ;  sus- 
tained a  Sunday  School  at  the  depot  for  some  time  with  good  results.  It  is 
contemplated  to  erect  a  Chapel  at  the  depot.  A  few  have  been  converted  as 
a  direct  result  of  the  labor  of  our  Association ;  membership— active,  69  ;  asso- 
ciate, 82  ;  auxiliary,  62 ;  life,  9 ;  expenditures  about  $800  last  year. 

Mt.  Vernon. — 55  members ;  sustain  daily  and  4  weekly  prayer  meetings ; 
a  large  number  converted ;  carry  on  8  Sunday  Schools  with  membership  of  100 ; 
have  lectures  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association. 

Cedar  Rapids. — 180  members;  7  Sunday  Schools  have  been  sustained  in 
and  about  the  dty,  with  cheering  results,  viz.,  between  80  and  40  conversions ; 
have  daily  and  Friday  evening  prayer  meetings ;  have  secured  new  and  more 
commodious  rooms ;  audience  room  has  accommodation  for  200 ;  reading  room, 
60 ;  receipts  during  the  year,  $655. 

Council  Blupps. — 70  members ;  expenses,  $1,200 ;  600  volumes  in  library ; 
Sunday  afternoon  and  Friday  evening  prayer  meetings ;  also  a  ''  boy's  prayer 
meeting  "  that  has  been  a  decided  success ;  can  command  means  and  social  in- 
flu^noe,  but  lack  Christian  young  men. 

Tabor. — Have  87  members.  Work  principally  in  Sabbath  Schools,  having 
organized  ten  in  the  last  year.  Have  morning  and  Sabbath  afternoon  meetings. 
Several  couTerrions. 

MoNTiCELLO. — 40  members. .  Our  Mayor  gives  us  the  free  use  of  a  fine  large 
room  on  the  first  floor  of  a  brick  block  in  th«  central  part  of  the  dty.  Prayer 
meetings  Sunday  afternoons. 

Dubuque. — Sustain  daily  prayer  meetings.    In  summer  have  eight  services 
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on  Sunday ;  four  mission  schools ;  open-air  meetings ;  services  in  jail  and  at 
County  Poor  House ;  held  union  prayer  meetings  five  weeks  during  the  paat 
winter,  which  the  churches  followed  up,  and  as  a  result,  about  150  united  with 
them ;  between  40  and  50  converted  in  our  mission  meetings.  At  one  point  of 
our  mission  work  a  church  is  to  be  built.  Intend  to  build  two  union  chapels ; 
expenses  SI, 500  a  year ;  have  three  literary  societies  and  a  Bible  class.  Central 
rooms ;  library ;  cottage  prayer  meetings.    Employ  a  City  MissiDnary. 

Davenport. — Sustain  five  Sunday  Schools  numbering  255  scholars;  also 
lay  preaching  at  two  stations,  one  of  which  resulted  in  a  glorious  revival ; 
Monday  evening  meeting  source  of  much  good  to  the  "street  boys"  who 
throng  the  rooms  every  night ;  expended  for  relief  of  the  poor,  1565.95;  number 
of  families  visited,  142 ;  children  gathered  into  the  Sunday  School,  548  ;  families 
induced  to  attend  church,  78 ;  backsliders  reclaimed,  30. 

Five  Associations  employ  or  have  employed  City  Missionaries.  Dubuque  and 
Davenport  have  done  so  from  their  organization,  and  the  results  prove  the 
wisdom  of  such  a  course.  In  the  larger  places  a  City  Missionary,  in  connection 
with  the  Association,  is  now  considered  almost  a  necessity — not  to  do  all  the 
work,  and  thereby  relieve  the  members,  but  to  lead  and  mark  out  work  for 
them  ;  to  systematize  the  work,  and  thereby  reach  positive  results. 

The  matter  of  a  State  Evangelist  was  brought  up  at  our  late  Convention, 
and  the  following  was  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  Qeo.  R.  Ransom,  of  Dubuque,  is  hereby  invited  to  labor  as 
an  Evangelist  during  the  coming  year ;  at  such  times  and  places  as  he  shall 
find  convenient,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  Si  ate." 

The  following,  in  reference  to  membership,  was  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  expedient,  as  a  general  rule,  for  ladles  to  be 
admitted  as  active  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A." 

The  number  of  Associations  in  the  State  is  about  thirty.  Some,  however,  are 
yet  quite  weak,  and  perhaps  only  have  a  name  to  live.  Now  and  then  the 
clergy  oppose  the  formation  of  Associations,  yet  the  instances  are  rare.  In  a 
growing  town,  a  short  time  since,  where  an  Association  exists  (though  not  a 
working  one),  the  clergy,  instead  of  lending  a  helping  hand  and  wishing  God 
speed,  voted  that  *'  its  work  was  done,  and  it  was  no  longer  needed  in  the  com- 
munity." I  mention  this  simply  to  show  what  some  of  our  brethren  have  to 
contend  with.  While  this  is  true  of  a  few,  we  have  in  our  State  scores  of  noble 
hearted  and  earnest  ministers  who  support  our  glorious  work  ;  who  work  with, 
talk  and  pray  for  us ;  and  one  of  the  features  of  our  last  Convention  was  a  more 
cordial  co-operation  and  a  better  understanding  in  this  respect. 

I  estimate  that  there  are  about  one  thousand  members  connected  with  our 
different  Associations.    We  have  as  yet  no  Association  buildings. 

The  conversions  during  the  year,  as  the  direct  and  indirect  results  of  our 
work,  will  not  fall  far  short  of  three  hundred.  But  who  shall  number  the  im- 
pressions made,  that  shall  yet  bring  forth  golden  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God? 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  our  State  organization  for  the  present  year : 
President,  F.  J.  Cressey,  Des  Moines ;  Vice-Presidents,  R  F.  Pomeroy,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  W.  F.  Barclay,  of  Mt.  Vernon  ;  Secretary,  C.  T.  Ingersoll,  Water- 
loo ;  Assistant  Secretaries,  Amos  Hiatt,  Iowa  City,  and  A.  L.  Adams,  Marshall- 
town  ;  Treasurer,  L.  McCurdy,  Marion ;  Executive  Gommittee,  G.  R.  Ransom, 
Dubuque ;  Amos  Hiatt,  Iowa  City ;  Solon  H.  Fidlar,  Davenport. 
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That  God  may  bless  us  in  the  future  more  than  in  the  past,  and  make  us 
more  worthy  of  His  blessing,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  brother  in  Christ, 

Geo.  R.  Ransom, 

Cor.  Mem.  for  Iowa. 


NEBRASKA. 

I  am  compelled  to  say  that  the  Omaha  Association  is  the  only  one  in  Nebraska 
possessing  sufficient  life  to  attract  attention.  This  Association  is  now  rejoicing 
in  the  services  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Woods,  recently  City  Missionary  in  Peoria,  an  able 
earnest  and  godly  man,  and  I  trust  great  good  will  come  to  us  firom  his  labors. 

Nebraska  is  but  sparsely  settled,  towns  and  villages  are  too  small  to  main- 
tain Associations.  Several  attempts  to  organize  the  Christian  young  men  in 
various  places  have  failed.  This  is  to  be  specially  regretted,  as  there  are  so 
many  young  men  in  our  midst,  away  from  home,  exposed  to  the  wickedness  of 
the  frontier. 

How  to  reach  these  and  draw  them  tenderly  to  the  blessed  Saviour  is  what 
engages  my  anxieties  and  attention. 

For  this  great  work  we  want  missionaries.  Not  until  our  State  becomes 
more  densely  populated,  when  towns  and  villages  are  sufficiently  large  to  sus- 
tain Associations,  can  we  dispense  with  a  missionary  in  Nebraska. 

Wm.  R.  Bentlby, 
Cor.  Mem  Ex.  Com.  for  Nebraska. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  principal  agencies  of  our  Association  at  present,  are  the  daily  prayer 
meetings,  open-air  effort,  and  Mission  Sunday  School  work. 

We  hold  now  two  daily  prayer  meetings,  one  at  12  noon,  and  the  othtT 
between  6  and  7  P.  M.  The  prayer  room  capable  of  holding  about  150,  is 
almost  always  well  filled  at  6  P.  M.,and  25  have  risen  for  prayers  on  different 
occasions.  The  noonday  meeting,  began  five  months  since,  is  not  so  well  sus- 
tained, but  we  do  not  feel  like  giving  it  up.  At  least  one  daily  prayer  meetiu;^ 
should  be  sustained  at  the  rooms  of  every  Association  of  the  land.  In  some 
places  it  may  require  weeks  or  months  to  establish  it,  but  if  the  most  suitable 
home  is  chosen,  many  will  repair  to  it  eventually. 

During  the  year  our  eflRjrts  in  the  open  air  have  met  with  remarkable  success. 
On  the  return  of  the  relegates  from  Portland,  new  energy  was  infused,  which  soon 
resulted  in  the  conversion  of  souls.  Meetings  were  held  all  the  summer  in 
different  parts  of  the  city  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  and  on  each  evening  of  the 
week.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  latter,  a  gineral  invitation  was  given  to  attend 
the  prayer  meeting  held  immediately  thereafter  at  the  rooms  ;  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  as  many  as  two  hundred  were  converted  through  this  instrument- 
ality, some  of  whom  are  now  active  workers.  The  brethren  have  inaugurated 
the  same  programme  for  this  season. 

Never  before  have  our  Mission  Sunday  Schools  had  such  encouraging  pros- 
pects.   Tarough  the  agency  of  our  "  Canal  Mission,"  a  community  once  almost 
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abandoned  now  presents  an  aspect  very  different.    The  same  is  true  in  some 
degree,  of  schools  as  in  other  sections  of  the  city. 

Oar  lecture  course  during  the  past  winter,  has  been  of  oniflual  interest. 
The  lectures  have  been  well  attended,  and  we  hope  have  attracted  to  the  As- 
sociation the  favorable  notice  of  citizens. 

Our  library  has  increased  during  the  year  by  the  addition  of  several  thousand 
volumes  belonging  to  the  "  Washington  City  Library,"  which  together  with  a 
reading  room  well  supplied  with  current  literature  of  the  day,  attract  a  large 
number  to  our  rooms,  while  special  efforts  have  been  made  socially  to  interest 
and  attract  visitors,  who  do  not  desire  to  read.  In  this  way  we  hope  to  make 
our  rooms  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  the  young  men  of  the  city. 

There  is  an  Association  of  Evangelical  Christians  connected  with  Howard 
University.  Its  purpose  is  to  exert  a  Christian  influence  among  the  uncon- 
verted fellow-students,  and  to  promote  the  growth  in  holiness  of  its  members. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  members  occupy  their  time  on  the  Lord's  Day  in 
teaching  Sabbath-school  classes,  and  in  other  Christian  work. 

L.  B.  Sleigh,  Cot.  Mem,  for  District  of  Columbia. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

At  the  time  of  the  Portland  Convention  there  were  in  our  State  twenty-seven 
Associations,  many  of  which  existed  in  name  only.  Most  of  them  sent  no  report 
to  Executive  Committee  for  the  reason  they  had  no  Ohriat'ian  yror^i  to  report. 
The  test  of  active  membership  of  most  of  them  was  good  riioral  character. 
Since  that  time  some  of  the  old  Associations  have  changed  the  basis  of  active 
membership  to  professing  Christianity.  And  all  the  new  Associations  (with  two 
exceptions)  have  adopted  the  same  test. 

Thirty-five  new  Assodations  have  been  organized,  two  of  which  have  hardly 
gotten  to  work ;  but  we  hope  to  infuse  life  into  them  or  effect  a  re-organization 
before  our  next  State  Convention.  Two  Associations  have  almost  suspended 
work,  but  we  are  now  making  an  earnest  effort  to  revive  them,  and  we  think 
we  will  succeed.  One  Association  reports  no  devotional  meetings,  but  we  hope 
a  little  better  record  from  it  this  fall.  New  life  and  activity  has  marked  the 
work  of  our  Associations  during  the  past  year,  and  many  of  them  report^ 
numbers  of  conversions  as  the  result.  We  have  perhaps  directed  our  attention 
too  much  to  organizing  new  Associations,  rather  than  improving  the  work  of 
those  already  organized.  We  are  making  an  effort  to  organize  in  every  country 
town  in  the  State,  as  well  as  in  most  of  the  other  prominent  towns  and  cities 
in  which  there  are  no  Associations,  with  prospects  of  considerable  success. 

Several  Associations  have  active  committees,  whose  business  is  to  organize 
other  Associations,  and  they  have  very  materially  assisted  us,  as  has  also  the 
State  Executive  Committee.  We  have  also  visited  a  large  number  of  the  old 
Associations,  and  been  present  at  the  organization  of  many  of  the  new  ones,  as 
well  as  visiting  a  large  number  of  towns  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  the 
people  in  our  work,  inducing  them  to  organize. 

A  great  intert^st  is  felt  in  the  work,  and  we  have  the  hearty  sympathy  of 
Christians  of  all  denominations.  We  have  circulated  during  the  year  almost  a 
million  pages  of  Association  matter,  over  five  thousand  printed  letters,  and  over 
a  thousand  written  oncfl,  have  had  over  five  hundred  local  notices  of  our  work 
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inserted  at  our  reqaest  in  papers  published  in  every  county  in  the  State.  We 
have  thus  brought  our  work  prominently  before  all  classes,  and  we  know  we 
have  the  earnest  sympathy  of  Christians  of  all  denominations. 

Thomas  K.  Creb, 
Cot.  Member  for  Pennsylvania. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  WEIDENSALL. 

The  field  over  which  I  have  passed,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Louis  and 
Illinois,  was  truly  missionary  ground. 

I  have  traveled  four  thousand  miles  by  rail,  steamboat,  stage  and  on  foot. 

E[ave  organized  eight  new  societies,  re-organized  others  that  had  failed,  assist- 
ed existing  organizations,  appointed  Union  Committees  to  look  after  Association 
work  where  a  complete  organization  could  not  be  maintained,  and  presented  to 
the  Christian  people  of  every  community  that  I  visited,  the  object  and  aims  of 
our  Association. 

I  did  not  pass  the  smaller  towns  and  select  the  larger  to  operate  in.  This 
would  have  been  more  agreeable,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  could  have  re- 
ported many  more  Associations,  had  I  done  so.  However,  I  wasted  but  little 
time  in  any  place  where  the  prospects  were  unfavorable. 

No  town  in  the  field,  assigned  me,  that  is  at  all  convenient  to  travel,  has 
been  unvisited. 

It  might  occur  to  you  that  letter  correspondence  would  have  saved  both  time 
and  money.  This  is  true  when  applied  to  a  State  Corresponding  Mem.  Ex  Com., 
but  not  when  applied  to  a  traveling  agent.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  write  letters, 
but  to  await  answers  takes  more  time  than  would  be  requisite  to  visit  the  towns 
themselves.  Then,  too,  one  half  day's  intercourse  with  the  Christian  people 
of  any  place  is  worth  more  than  many  letters. 

To  be  more  specific,  my  instructions  were  to  give  Kansas  a  thorough  canvass, 
and  then  visit  the  more  important  towns  in  Missouri. 

Accordingly,  I  entered  Kansas  first,  visited  Atchison,  and  found  the  Associa- 
tion there  in  a  languishing  condition,  but  succeeded  in  reanimating  it.  Its  mem- 
bers again  took  hold  with  a  fair  promise  of  success,  but  after  three  or  four  months 
relapsed  into  inactivity,  from  what  cause  I  do  not  know. 

By  request  I  visited  Grasshopper  Falls,  a  small  town  south-west  of  Atchison, 
and  interested  all  the  churches  in  the  Association  work.  They  merged  all  their 
prayer  meetings  into  a  common  one,  and  appointed  various  committees  to  carry 
on  general  Christian  work. 

Passed  over  the  whole  length  of  the  Central  Branch  U.  P.  R.R.,  but  found 
no  towns  large  enough  to  require  attention.  Returned  by  way  of  Atchison  to 
Leavenworth,  the  metropolis  of  Kansas.  Soon  learned  the  failure  of  the  Chris- 
tian Association  (not  Y.  M.  C.  A.),  which  was  in  existence  when  I  passed  through 
that  city  the  spring  previous. 

Inquired  the  feasibility  of  organizing  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Received  but  little  en- 
couragement from  many  that  were  connected  with  the  former  Association. 
Nevertheless,  I  could  not  think  of  leaving  that  large  place  without  making  a 
worthy  attempt.  Secured  eighteen  or  twenty  names,  but  six  of  whom  reported 
at  the  first  meeting,  yet  these  resolved  themselves  into  an  Association,  and 
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with  a  pledge  upon  their  lips  determined  that  they  would  stand  by  it,  trusting 
that  with  the  help  of  the  Lord  tliey  would  succeed.  The  membership  since 
that  time  has  run  up  to  forty. 

Leavenworth  is  a  large  place,  but  its  Christian  people  have  much  to  contend 
with.  It  is  not  proportionally  as  religious  as  many  other  towns  in  the  West. 
Considering  the  discouragements  which  have  attended  union  enterprises  in  that 
city,  the  present  Association  has  reason  to  rejoice  that  they  liave  maintained 
their  existence. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Baker,  of  Leavenworth,  on  my  recommendation,  was  appointed 
Corresponding  Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  State  of  Kansas. 
Having  left  the  State  after  his  appointment,  William  Dill,  Esq.,  of  the  same 
place,  was  subsequently  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Went  thence  to  Lawrence,  on  the  Kansas  Pacific  R.R.  The  daily  prayer- 
meeting  that  was  held  in  the  Library  Association  room  when  I  called  there  be- 
fore was  discontinued,  hence  there  was  nothing  in  the  way  of  my  work.  Called" 
upon  the  ministers ;  received  their  hearty  co-operation,  and  obtained  a  respect- 
able list  of  laymen.  First  meeting  was  well  attended,  in  which  all  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  to  effect  an  organization  were  taken.  I  gave  them  all  the  advice  I 
could ;  furnished  them  necessary  documents,  and  left  them  to  perfect  the  organi- 
zation, which  was  promptly  done  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

At  a  subsequent  visit  to  Lawrence,  I  learned  that  the  Association  had  main- 
tained Sunday  evening  meetings  in  a  large  hall,  which  were  usually  attended 
by  from  three  to  six  hundred  people.  They  also  began  when  I  was  there  a 
series  of  meetings  to  be  held  every  evening  of  the  week.  Funds  were  being 
raised  to  build  a  house  in  common  with  the  Library  Association,  to  subserve 
both  interests. 

I  next  visited  Topeka,  capital  of  the  State,  where  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  in  opera- 
-  tion  when  I  stopped  there  last  year.  Although  they  ceased  to  hold  their  meet- 
ings, they  possessed  a  neatly  furnished  hall,  and  there  were  those  who  longed 
for  a  revival  of  the  Association,  which  I  was  instrumental  in  effecting. 

The  great  difllculty  in  the  way  was  the  failure,  in  the  first  place,  to  take 
the  highest  Christian  grounds  as  a  test  for  active  membership.  Means  were 
then  taken  to  improve  the  Constitution  in  that  and  other  respects. 

At  Manhattan  and  Fort  Scott,  I  presented  the  claims  of  the  Association  to 
meetings  called  for  that  purpose ;  gave  them  documents,  and  left  those  inter- 
ested to  decide  in  subsequent  meetings  what  they  could  do. 

At  Emporia,  on  the  southern  branch  U.  P.  R.R.,  I  found  many  who  would 
have  gone  into  an  organization,  but  there  were  five  or  six  leading  men,  who 
had  belonged  formerly  to  Eastern  Associations,  that  advised  me  to  defer  the 
attempt  one  year.  By  that  time,  they  argued,  that  all  who  would  join  it  now 
would  then  be  better  prepared  to  maintain  such  an  institution,  and  that  the 
ordinary  growth  of  the  town  would  afford  them  more  material  and  wealth. 

When  I  considered  that  this  border  town  of  twenty-five  hundred  inhabitants 
would  not  suffer  the  presence  of  a  drinking  or  gambling  saloon,  and  not  even 
a  bar  in  its  first  hotel,  I  had  faith  in  the  advice  of  its  best  Christian  men,  and 
left  the  matter  with  them. 

All  that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Kansas  have  done  for  the  last  two  years,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  year  in  Topeka,  is  the  result  of  this  mission. 

I  then  entered  Missouri,  attended  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Kansas  City 
Association,  and  by  request  participated  in  maturing  plans  for  the  great  work 
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before  them.  Will  here  acknowledge  the  Christian  courtesy  I  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  this  Association,  and  especially  of  its  President,  Mr. 
Ferguson. 

Soon  after  I  went  to  Independence,  a  beautiful  town  nine  miles  eastward,  on 
the  Missouri  Pacific  R.R.  Met  representatives  from  all  the  Evangelical  denom- 
inations, that  earnestly  advocated  the  establishment  of  an  Association  in  their 
midst.  Several  meetings  were  held  while  I  remained  with  them,  in  which  a 
Constitution  was  adopted,  but  the  officers  were  chosen  at  a  subsequent  meeting 
after  I  left  them. 

Took  the  train  for  Holden,  a  railroad  town  of  two  thousand  inhabitants,  in 
which  I  found  a  goodly  number  of  God-fearing  men  who  were  anxious  to  do 
general  Christian  work.  I  rather  discouraged  them  from  entering  into  a  regular 
Association,  but  advised  them  to  select  an  executive  committee  from  the  several 
.Evangelical  churches  to  devise  the  best  ways  and  means  of  furthering  the  de- 
sired work,  until  they  saw  their  way  clear  to  secure  a  more  perfect  organiza- 
tion. My  advice  was  heeded.  But  when  I  was  in  Southern  Illinois  they  formed 
a  complete  organization,  opened  a  reading-room,  sent  for  Mr.  Wells,  of  St.  Louis, 
who  went  up  ;  had  a  good  time  with  them,  and  added  twenty  five  members  to 
their  list. 

Switched  off  the  Pacific  Railroad  about  twenty-five  miles  to  Booneville,  on 
the  Missouri  River,  where  an  Association  with  at  least  one  hundred  dollars  in 
the  treasury  ceased  to  exist.  This  apparent  want  of  interest  was  inexplicable 
to  me,  until  I  was  informed  that  religion  was  made  a  secondary  matter  Hence 
I  inferred  that  Christian  workers,  and  not  money,  made  effective  Associations. 

At  my  suggestion  a  joint  committee  was  appointed  by  the  various  Churches 
to  take  charge  of  all  Association  work,  after  I  learned  that  it  was  useless  to 
attempt  a  reconstruction  of  the  old  institution. 

The  Association  at  Jefferson  City  was  made  up  of  a  double  element — Eng- 
lish and  German.  The  English  portion  of  the  society  having  disbanded,  the 
German  element  rose  up  a  distinct  institution  from  the  dissolution.  Quite  as 
many  young  Germans  now  belong  to  the  latter  Association  as  there  were  of 
both  languages  represented  in  the  former.  This  fact  gave  me  encouragement 
that  I  could  accomplish  greater  things  among  the  Germans. 

Stopped  at  several  places  between  Jefferson  City  and  St.  Louis,  but  I  was 
unable  to  do  anything  of  importance. 

Mr.  Wells,  of  St.  Louis,  remarked  to  me  that  there  was  a  great  work  for  me 
in  that  city,  and  that  I  could  do  more  there  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  State. 
I  did  not  differ  with  him,  but  told  him  that  we  must  both  write  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  ascertain  whether  they  would  allow  me  to  attempt  the  organiza 
tion  of  a  German  Association  in  St.  Louis. 

In  the  meaatime  I  took  pat^^age  on  a  Mississippi  River  boat  for  Cairo.  Ascer- 
tained from  a  fellow-passenger  that  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  doing  some- 
thing at  that  point.  A  few  days  sufficed  to  acquaint  me  with  the  situation. 
At  a  called  meeting  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  begin  the  work  of  organ- 
izing. Accordingly  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution,  with 
whom  I  labored  the  next  night  until  twelve  o'clock,  to  perfect  the  work  com  - 
mltted  to  them. 

Started  northward  over  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  to  Carbondale.  Since 
that  time  I  have  had  a  very  favorable  report  from  the  Cairo  Association,  also  a 
printed  copy  of  their  Constitution.    C'airo  is  a  most  excellent  field  for  an  Asso- 
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elation,  and  I  trust  the  Lord  will  give  them  grace  to  maintain  what  thej  began 
80  favorably. 

At  Carbondale  I  experieiiced  but  little  difficulty  in  establishing  a  Society, 
not  that  the  place  was  so  large,  but  the  Association  had  friends  there.  It  is  a 
railroad  town,  and  is  the  site  of  one  of  the  Illinois  State  Normal  Schools.  At 
the  request  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Grand  Tower  Iron  Company,  I  visited 
Grand  Tower.  There  was  no  opportunity  whilst  I  was  there  to  hold  a  public 
meeting ;  however,  I  visited  individually  all  who  wanted  to  work  for  the  Saviour, 
and  obtained  their  assent  to  appointing  a  Board  of  Managers  and  operate  with 
them  in  the  Christian  work  so  much  needed  in  that  locality. 

After  stopping  at  Centralia  and  Vandal  la  on  the  Illinois  Central  R.  R.,  with- 
out accomplishing  anything,  I  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  a  letter  from  the 
Committe  was  awaiting  my  arrival,  with  instructions  to  work  among  the  Ger- 
mans of  St.  Louis,  provided  there  was  a  prospect  of  success ;  that  I  might  or-^ 
ganize  an  independent  society  or  even  a  branch,  but  I  could  not  be  expected  to 
work  any  length  of  time  for  any  existing  Association. 

I  began  the  work  among  the  Germans  very  cautiously,  that  I  might  get  a 
correct  knowledge  of  their  true  situation.  Unlike  the  English,  the  German 
churches  have  associated  with  them  large  parochial  schools,  in  each  of  which 
there  is  a  daily  attendance  of  from  two  to  six  hundred  pupils.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  all  are  confirmed.  The  Sunday  Schools  are  conducted  on  the  lecture 
system,  which  aflfords  very  little  Christian  work  for  the  younger  members  of 
the  church.  This  fact  tends  rather  to  scatter  than  bind  these  young  pimple 
together.  At  the  same  time,  however,  they  pay  greater  deference  to  the 
minister  and  older  members  of  the  church,  than  the  same  class  among  the 
English  do. 

I  found  in  existence  several  Associations  that  met  for  the  purpose  of  singing 
and  mutual  improvement.  These  meetings  were  always  opened  and  closed 
with  prayer.  Fortunately  I  was  acquainted  with  a  number  of  good  men,  who 
were  personally  known  to  the  ministers  and  leading  men  of  the  Germans 
among  whom  I  labored.  These  references  secured  for  me  their  confidence.  The 
field  was  now  opened  up,  and  it  devolved  upon  me  to  propose  a  plan  of  work 
that  would  efiect  the  most  good. 

I  could  not  ask  them  to  disband  those  organizations  which  had  already  cost 
them  so  much  labor,  to  enter  into  a  common  Association  for  several  reasons. 
They  were  not  prepared  financially  to  secure  a  suitable  room  in  a  good  locality, 
for  a  general  Association ;  and  then  their  churches  were  so  distant  from  each 
other  that  scarcely  one-third  of  those  interested  could  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefit  of  a  common  meeting-place. 

I  preferred  to  make  use  of  the  means  already  provided  to  carry  forward  the 
work  to  be  done.  There  were  commodious  school  rooms  attached  to  all  the 
German  churches,  which  could  be  obtained  free  of  cost  for  the  general  purposes 
of  an  Association.  Then,  too.  In  this  way  the  co-operation  of  the  minister  and 
teachers  of  each  individual  church  could  be  secured,  as  they  would  be  mutually 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  young  people. 

I  visited  the  Associations  already  organized,  urged  them  not  only  to  continue 
what  they  had  commenced,  but  to  extend  their  labors  to  a  broader  field  of 
Christian  usefulness. 

In  due  time  I  called  a  general  meeting  In  one  of  the  more  central  churches, 
which  was  largely  attended,  and  submitted  to  them  the  following  plan : 
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To  establish  as  soon  as  possible  a  branch  Assodation  in  every  German  Evan- 
gelical Church  in  the  city.  And  in  order  to  carry  forward  this  undertaking 
more  efEectualiy,  that  a  common  Board  of  Directors  should  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  two  or  more  members  from  each  existing  organization,  and  one  mem- 
ber from  every  German  Evangelical  Church  in  the  city  that  proposed  to  form  a 
branch  society.  That  this  Board  should  choose  its  own  officers,  have  the  general 
supervision  of  the  branch  Associations,  hold  its  meetings  at  least  once  a  month, 
correspond  with  the  leading  Associations  throughout  the  world,  especially  the 
German — and  in  other  ways  acquaint  themselves  with  the  Association  work,  that 
they  might  advise  understandingly  those  over  whom  they  were  placed. 

After  considerable  debate  and  explanation,  the  proposition  was  unanimously 
adopted.  Under  the  new  order  of  things  two  branch  Associations  have  been 
formed,  so  that  there  are  at  present  four,  if  not  five,  organizations  represented 
in  the  General  Board  of  Management. 

Our  Associations  will  readily  appreciate  the  importance  of  these  young  Ger- 
mans ;  many  of  them  are  substantial  Christiana.  All  are  well  versed  in  the 
English  and  German  languages,  which  together  with  their  proverbial  honesty, 
eminently  fits  them  for  responsible  positions,  and  they  will  prove  the  most  ef- 
ficient agents  to  Americanize  the  vast  multitudes  of  Germans  immigrating  into 
our  coontiy. 

During  my  stay  in  St.  Louis  I  frequented  the  meetings  of  the  English 
Association,  was  kindly  treated  by  its  members,  and  received  substantial  aid 
in  farthering  my  work,  from  Rev.  S.  Wells,  its  President. 

Having  finished  up  my  work  in  St.  Louis,  I  passed  up  the  Mississippi  Biver 
to  Alton,  where  there  were  persons  disposed  to  do  Association  work.  However 
I  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  attempt  at  that  time  an  organization.  Several 
months  previous  a  Committee  of  three  frx>m  each  of  the  churches  was  appointed 
to  do  special  work  in  the  cause  of  Temperance.  I  called  the  Committee  together 
and  requested  them  to  take  in  hand  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  until  it  would  be  more 
especially  provided  for.    They  heartily  assented  to  do  so. 

Went  thence  to  Jacksonville,  lU.,  where,  as  I  was  previously  informed  by 
Mr.  Wells,  I  found  no  Association.  I  wondered  why  such  was  the  case,  for 
it  is  the  most  beautiful  place  I  ever  saw ;  numbers  ten  thousand  inhabitants ; 
is  the  depot  of  the  Illinois  State  Educational  and  benevolent  institutions, 
etc.,  and  is  possessed  of  the  most  energetic  Sunday  School  and  other  Christian 
.  workers. 

With  but  little  effort  a  list  of  respectable  names  was  obtained  to  commence 
an  Association.  On  the  strength  of  this  a  meeting  was  called,  and  the  proper 
committees  appointed  to  prepare  papers  for  permanent  organization.  Satisfied 
that  they  were  fully  competent  to  complete  what  was  so  favorably  commenced, 
I  left  them  and  took  the  train  for  Quincy,  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

A  sense  of  gratitude  compels  me  to  acknowledge  a  reduction  of  traveling 
expenses  in  behalf  of  the  Association,  on  the  Council  Blufis  and  St.  Joseph, 
Central  Branch  U.  P.,  Kansas  Pacific,  Southern  Branch  U.  P.,  Missouri  River  and 
Fort  Scott,  Missouri  Pacific,  Grand  Tower  and  Toledo  W.  &  W.  RaUroads ;  also 
on  the  St.  Louis  and  Memphis,  St.  Louis  &  Keokuk,  and  St.  Louis  &  North  Lin» 
Packets. 

Trusting  that  our  dear  Lord  will  accept  the  results  of  our  humble  mission 
and  render  the  organizations  that  have  been  effected  lasting  gateways  into  the 
Eternal  Kingdom, 

ROBT.  Weedbnsall,  Agt.  Y.  M.  (7.  A. 
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VISIT  TO  THE  SOUTHERN  CITIES. 
Wb  hereby  sabmit  a  report  of  oar  visit  to  the  principal  Southern  cities. 
We  have  visited  the  following  places :  Mobile,  Selma  and  Montgomery,  in 
Alabama ;  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Jackson  and  Meriden,  in  Mississippi ;  Savannah, 
Auji[usta,  Macon  and  Atlanta,  in  Georgia ;  Jacksonville,  Florida ;  Charleston, 
S.  C. ;  Wilmington  and  Qoldsboro,  N.  C. ;  Petersburg,  Richmond  and  Lynch- 
burg, in  Va. ;  Bristol  and  Knoxville,  in  Tenn. 

We  found  but  three  or  four  Associations  in  existence,  and  these  only  main- 
tained by  hard  struggles.  We  heard  of  a  few  others  in  some  of  the  Colleges 
and  one  at  Memphis ;  but  for  want  of  time  were  unable  to  visit  it.  We 
made  no  effort  to  organize  Associations  ourselves,  but  sought  to  lay  before 
leading  laymen  and  pastors,  the  power  and  practical  advantages  growing 
out  of  united  effort  in  the  cause  of  our  common  Lord,  leaving  it  with  them  to 
take  such  steps  as  their  best  judgment  might  direct.  In  nearly  every  instance, 
a  committee  of  prominent  laymen  was  appointed  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration, with  power  after  consultation  with  the  parties,  to  call  a  public  meet- 
ing and  present  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  an  organization. 

Preliminary  to  this  work  there  were  many  prejudices  to  disarm  ;  many  mis- 
understandings to  remove.  To  do  this  required  time,  and  an  earnest  presenta- 
tion of  truth  and  the  aims  and  purposes  of  our  work. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  everywhere  we  were  kindly  received,  and  the 
interchange  of  views  always  resulted  in  grateful  thanks  for  the  visit.  Many 
warm  personal  friendships  were  established.  We  feel  that  good  has  been  done, 
even  if  no  other  result  had  followed. 

In  almost  every  city  we  foimd  more  or  less  religious  interest,  which 
seemed  to  prepare  the  way  for  us,  and  pastors  were  invited.  Where  there 
had  been  no  such  union  of  feeling  and  effort,  our  visit  in  bringing  them 
together  had  a  good  effect ;  and  we  were  told  our  visit  had  been  a  blessing  in 
that  result. 

Wherever  we  held  public  meetings  we  had  eager  listeners,  and  sometimes 
crowded  houses  ;  and  we  regretted  that  the  time  did  not  allow  us  to  follow  up 
the  good  impressions  made. 

Our  visit  and  the  interest  taken  by  the  Convention  in  a  revival  of  the  Asso- 
ciation work,  seemed  such  an  encouragement  to  our  brethren  ;  their  thanks  for 
our  visit  were  so  hearty,  and  requests  for  its  repetition  so  frequent,  that  the 
impression  has  deepened  upon  our  minds  of  the  urgent  need  that  the  work 
thus  begun  should  be  continued,  and  those  places  be  re- visited  by  judicious, 
earnest  representatives,  who  can  speak  from  personal  experience  of  the  benefits 
of  the  Associations.  The  work  of  re-organization  must  of  necessity  be  at- 
tended by  many  difficulties ;  but  strengthened  by  the  prayers,  and  encouraged 
by  the  sympathies  and  fellowship  of  Northern  brethren,  regardless  of  political 
differences,  we  believe  the  work  will  go  on. 

And  we  trust  many  more  may  follow  in  our  footsteps,  and  may  meet  with 
the  same  kindness  and  cordiality  that  was  so  comforting  to  us,  and  which  was 
an  evidence  to  us  that  the  Master  approved  of  the  work. 

At  Richmond  they  have  the  use  of  a  large  library  of  1,600  volumes,  the  property 
of  the  Historical  Society.  The  ladies  have  raised,  by  a  fair,  $1,500,  which  is  to  be 
spent  on  new  books,  and  they  are  to  have  the  use  of  ons  of  the  rooms  of  that 
Society.    No  religious  work  is  being  done  in  the  Association,  but  it  is  in  excel- 


XLI 

lent  hania,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  entirely  changed  through  the  efforts  of 
the  earnest  Christian  men  who  have  now  the  charge  of  it. 

In  Charleston,  S.  C,  the  Association  is  under  a  cloud  of  debt,  and  yet  steps 
are  now  being  made  to  resuscitate  it.  A  few  faithful  men  are  working  there  in 
a  mission  school  and  prayer  meeting,  and  a  number  of  souls  have  been  con- 
verted. We  met,  also,  the  President  of  the  Colored  Association,  and  he 
speaks  very  encouragingly  of  the  work  among  his  people.  He  is  in  corre- 
spondence with  others  in  the  interior,  and  has  personally  visited  some  places, 
and  he  reports  Colored  Associations  in  Columbia,  Abbeville,  Yorkville,  Louis- 
ville, St.  Mathews,  Winsboro  and  Chester,  all  doing  well ;  a  deep  spiritual  work 
being  done,  and  souls  brought  to  Jesus.  We  gave  him  what  encouragement 
we  could,  and  urged  upon  the  Association  at  Charleston,  the  importance  of  aid- 
ing them  as  far  as  ihey  could  in  this  work. 

At  Petersburg  we  found  a  deep  desire  for  an  Association,  and  we  think  one 
will  be  formed.  At  Goldsboro'  is  an  Association  only  two  months  old,  and  in 
good  hands.  They  have  no  room,  but  have  prayer  meetings,  Sunday  schools, 
&C.  At  Savannah,  Ga.,  steps  have  been  taken  to  start  an  Association,  and  we 
hope  to  see  delegates  at  the  Indianapolis  Convention.  Blessed  results  had 
followed  the  work  in  the  old  Association,  but,  like  all  other  places,  the 
war  had  broken  it  up.  In  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  the  pastors  and  laymen  are 
very  anxious  to  have  an  Association,  and  the  committee  will  probably  send 
delegates  to  Indianapolis  They  have  some  furniture  still  belonging  to  the  old 
Association. 

At  Augusta,  Ga.,  the  pastors  thought  it  a  bad  time  to  start,  and  advised  a 
postponement.  We  deferred  to  their  wishes.  At  Raleigh,  N.  C,  we  expected 
to  have  met  the  brethren,  bat  a  place  could  not  be  had,  and  we  did  not  go  there 
although  the  President  of  the  Association  invited  us  to  confer  with  him  person- 
ally. At  Macon  we  found  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  had  been  before  us.  There  we 
had  much  encouragement,  and  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  matter,  we 
trust,  will  be  able  to  organize  an  Association.  At  Atlanta,  Ga.,  we  had  at  first 
some  discouragement,  but  before  we  left  every  diflBculty  seemed  to  vanish,  and 
those  who  had  seemed  indifferent  were  friendly.  In  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  they 
have  made  two  attempts  and  failed,  but  are  trying  again  with  good  prospect 
of  success.  They  are  very  anxious  for  another  visit.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  Lynchburg,  Va.  In  Bristol,  Tenn.,  they  have  organized  an  Association  in 
the  College.  In  New  Orleans  an  Association  has  been  started  since  our  visit, 
and  the  very  best  men  in  the  city  are  connected  with  it,  and  begin  in  prayer. 
May  it  have  the  prayers  of  all  that  it  may  be  a  means  of  blessing  to  that 
important  city. 

In  Mobile  they  have  organized,  under  the  able  Presidency  of  Maj.  Price, 
and  bids  fair  to  be  a  flourishing  Association. 

At  Jackson,  Meriden  and  Salem,  the  cause  was  taken  up  by  warm-hearted, 
earnest  Christian  men,  and  committees  were  appointed ;  we  hope  soon  to  hear 
they  are  in  working  order. 

At  Montgomery  an  Association  had  been  re-organized,  but  was  in  feeble  con- 
dition. A  meeting  was  held  and  conferences  had  with  its  members,  and  we 
trust  the  visit  was  not  in  vain. 

Wm.  p.  Lee, 
Geo.  a.  Hall. 

New- York,  19  June,  1870. 
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JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


Hamilton,  Ont |2  60 

Medford.Maas. 3  50 

Ottawa.  CanftdA 3  50 

Coldwater,  Mich. 5  00 

St.  Thomas,  Ont. 8  00 

Montreal,  Canada S5  00 

Bev.  Jos.  Smith,  Bnxton,  Me 50 

Binghamton.N.  Y. 8  50 

HayerhUl,  Mass. 5  00 

Sohenectady,  K.  Y 1  00 

Bethlehem,  Pa. 13  50 

Frederick,  Md. 50 

Worcester,  Mass. 5  00 

Bntland,  Mass. 50 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 100 

York,Pa. 5  00 

Bast  Weymoath,  Mass. 9  50 

Waltham,  Mass 100 

West  Amesbnry,  Mams 50 

Leominster,  Mass. 1  00 

Boohester,  Minn. 8  50 

Salem,  Ohio 50 

Mystic  Bridge,  Conn. 8  50 

Wlnsted,  Conn. 100 

Peacham,  Yt. 50 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 7  50 

Leicester,  Mass 1  00 

Stamford.  Conn 1  00 

Orange.  Mass. 1  00 

Portland.  Me. 5  00 

Boxbnry,  Mass. 8  50 

Lynn.Mass 1  00 

St.  Johns,  N.B 9  50 

Lawrence,  Mass. 5  00 

Freeport,  Me 50 

Wakefield.  Mass 50 

Oberlin,  Ohio 1  00 

Picton,  N.  8 8  50 

Monroe.  Mich. 1  00 

Bntland,  Vt 9  50 

aandwiob.  Mass. 100 

Guilford.  Mass. 1  00 

Brunswick.  Me. 9  50 

Bockport,  Mass. 100 

Newtown.  L.  1 8  50 

Oswego,  N.  Y 50 

Clinton,  Iowa 1  00 

Dnmmerstown,  Yt. 50 

New  Brunswick,  N.J 2  50 

Burlington.  Yt. 5  00 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 5  00 

liansfield.  Ohio 8  38 

Mansfield,  Ohio 5  18 

Jersey  City,  N.J 5  00 

Sjdamazoo,  Mich « 3  00 

Stoneham,  Mass. 3  00 

N.  Slaight,  Greenville,  Mich. 1  00 

Chicopee,  Mass. SO 

Harrisonyille.  Md. 1  W 

Manchester,  Yt 100 

G.  E.  Davis,  Burlington 5  00 

West  Meriden,  Conn. 9  50 

Columbus.  Ohio 5  00 

Lowell.  Mass. 5  00 

B.  Brooklyn 5  00 

187U,  June  1,  Balance  against  Committee. — 


Or, 

Olivet,  Mich |8  00 

Utica,N.Y. 1  00 

Brie.  Pa. 5  00 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y 8  50 

Orange.N.  J 8  50 

North  Shore,  S.  L 10  00 

Attieboro,  Mass 8  00 

Waterville,  Me. 50 

Baston.Pa. 3  50 

Springfield,  Mass. 5  00 

Farmington,  N.  H. 8  50 

Biddeford,Me 50 

Portsmouth,  N  H. 1  00 

BrattleboroLVt 8  50 

Wheeling,  West  Yirginia 8  50 

Salem,  MaJ»8 3  50 

Shelby,  Ohio 1  50 

Indianapolis.  Ind 5  00 

Greenfield,  Mass. 1  00 

Peru,  Yt 50 

Belohertown.  Mass. 8  00 

Nashua,  N.  H. 8  50 

Charleston,  S.  0 8  50 

Putnam,  Conn 100 

Colchester,  Conn. 8  50 

Windsor.  N.  S 1  50 

Halilkx.N.a 10  00 

Wm.  Malen,  Brie,  Pa. 100 

Manchester,  N.  H. 8  50 

Bangor,  Me 9  50 

Providence,  B.  L 5  00 

A.  &  G.,  for  Journal 50 

Pall  River,  Mass. 50  00 

Montchdr,  N.  J 5  00 

Madison,  Wis. 8  50 

Hillsdale,  Mich. 0  00 

Westerly,  R.L 3  00 

Wobum,  Mass 8  50 

Milford.  Conn. 50 

Bath.Me 3  50 

Adrian.Mich. 8  50 

Pawtucket.  E.  L 5  00 

Exeter.N.H. 1  00 

North  Brookfleld,  Mass.  8  60 

Cincinnati.  Ohio. 18  50 

Newark,  N.J 18  50 

St.  Johnsburg,  Yt 5  00 

Hollister,  Mass 100 

Portland,  Oregon 8  50 

Charlestown,  Mass 5  00 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 85  00 

New-YorkCity 85  00 

Boston,  Mass. 5  00 

Detroit,  Mich 5  00 

Brooklyn,  L.L 85  00 

Bristol,B.L a  50 

Northampton,  Mass. 8  50 

Andover,Mass 3  50 

Toronto,  Canada 5  00 

Norwich,  Yt 1  00 

Hudson,  N.Y. 5  00 

Washington,  D.  C 5  00 


1503  60 
.    89666 


1800  86 

nr. 

To  amount  paid  for  Printing  and  Pablishing $800  96 

To  amount  Balance  carried  to  General  Expenses 896  66 


SOUTHERN   MISSION. 


Paid  for  TraTelinff  Expenses. $504  19 

Paid  for  Mr.  Haira  Saliury 133  33 

Paid  Sundry  Diabnrsei^ents 88  60 


JuM  Itt,  1870. 
Amonnt  Balance  on  band. . 


....    589  88 
Total |1,SS6  00 


Or, 

H.  H.  Moore,  for  a  SoYoreign $50  00 

Joseph  Owen,  for  5  Franca. 50  00 

CoUeotion 27  00 

Geo.  H.  Stuart  by  Bev.  Hr.  WyUe  ...  100  00 

Boohester,  Minn 90  0« 

Lewiston,  Me 85  00 

Mr.  Colby,  Mansfield,  0 100  00 

WatervUle,  Me 80  00 

FaU  Biver.  Mass. 60  00 

H.  W.  Adams. 100  00 

Cincinnati,  Obio 800  00 

Weybridge.  Vt 40  00 

IBoxbnry,  Mass 4  00 

•^Mansfield.  Ohio 50  00 

Chicago,  lU 175  00 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 150  00 

C.  B.  Whitehead 10  00 

T.G.  Sellew 85  00 

A.  G.P.Stokes    85  00 

Jno.  Crosby  Brown 85  00 

Total $1,856  00 


MONTHLY    ACCOUNT. 


To  Amoont  Cash  Paid $53104 

Juns  1«(,  187a 
To  Balance 874  68 

Ttal $1,395  78 


JttfM  lit,  1870.  Or. 

By  Cash  Beceived $1,395  78 

Total $1^5  7 


LIST    OF   OUTSTANDING   ACCOUNTS, 


June    IStli.    1S70. 


Bidaeford,Me $1  00 

Saccarrapa,  "  11  00 

Concord,N.H 30  00 

Dover,        •*     18  00 

Great  Falls,  N.  H 81  00 

Sonth  Falls,     "    18  50 

Brattleboro,  Vt 85  00 

Pittsford,       "  6  00 

Stowe,            ••  6  00 

Middleboro.  Mass 38  50 

Katick,              •'    38  00 

Sonth  Deerfield,  Mass 85  50 

Westfleld.                "    30  00 

Winchester,            ••    7  50 

Wakefield,  R.1 1  50 

Danielsonville.  Conn 18  50 

Hartford.               ••    7  50 

KewBriudn,         "    6  00 

Norwich,               "     15  00 

Albany,  N.T 105  00 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 30  00 

Hudson,           ••    30  00 

Oswego,            ••     8850 

Elizabeth,  N.  J 90  00 

Total 


We«t  Hoboken,  N.  J $15  00 

Baltimore  Central 85  00 

Elyria,  Ohio 90  00 

Hamilton,  Ohio 5  50 

Toledo,          "    17  50 

Mishawaukie.  Ind 7  50 

Richmond,  lud 88  00 

Kansas  CitT.  Mo 100 

Foudulac  Wis. 88  50 

East  Saginaw,  Mich 1150 

Jackson 37  50 

Mankato,  Minn 80  50 

San  Francisco,  Cal 18100 

Kew  Glasgow,  N.  S 15  00 

Bockville,  Ont 5  00 

Kew  Haven,  Coon 75  00 

Holly.  Mich. 10  00 

Bufl&lo,  N.  Y 37  50 

Troy,         '•    80  00 

Marietta,  O. 15  00 

C.  P.  Griflin,  Toledo,  0 15  00 

Grafton,  Mass 16  00 

New- York  City 1,145  00 

'..$8,198  00 


ASSOCIATIONS  WHICH  DID  NOT  VOmiLT  BEPOKT  AT  IPIANAPOIIS. 


Maine. 
Bangor, 
Bay  City, 
Farmington, 
Gray, 

Hollowville, 
Norway, 
Richmond, 
Saccarappa, 
Saco, 

Sunderland, 
Andover, 
Brunswick, 
Dexter, 
Frysburg, 
Leeds, 
Oxford, 
Wiscasset. 

New  Hampshibe. 
Dover, 
Franklin, 
Eene, 

Portsmouth, 
Canterbury, 
Leicester, 
Littleton, 
Meriden, 
New  Market, 
S.  Falls. 

*  Vermont. 
Bradfort, 
Dummerston, 
East  Middlebury, 
Hubbardston, 
Peacham, 
Rutland, 
Springfield, 
Townshend, 
Weston, 
Waybridge, 
Wilmington, 
Winooski, 
Bennington, 
Bristol, 
Benson, 
Bridgeport, 
Castleton, 
Essex  Centre, 
E.  Barnard  &  Pomfret, 
Felchville, 
Johnstown, 
Parkinsville, 
Painsville, 


Randolph, 

Royalton, 

St.  Albans, 

South  Royalton, 

Salisburg, 

Stowe, 

West  Rutlund, 

Windham. 

Massachusetts. 
Andover, 
Athol, 

Ballard  Vale, 
Belch^rtown, 
Beverly, 
Grafton, 
Lawrence, 
Natic, 

New  Bedford, 
Plymouth, 
South  Hadlev, 
West  Brookfield, 
West  Newton, 
Winchendon, 
Amherst, 
Amherst  College, 
Brookfield, 
Barre, 
Chicopee, 
Cambridge, 
Deerfield, 
East  Wayman, 
East  Abington, 
East  Hampton, 
East  Somerville, 
Gloucester, 
Heath, 
Gardiner, 
Marlboro, 
Maiden, 
-  Medford, 
Monson, 
Newburyport, 
Newton  Corner, 
New  Ipswich, 
North  Adams, 
North  Bridgewater, 
North  Wrentham, 
Oakham, 
Pittsfield, 
South  Farmington, 
South  Reading, 
Shelbume  Falls, 
South  Weymouth, 
South  Danvers, 


Saxon  ville, 

Townsend  Centre, 

Williamstown, 

Williams*  College, 

Westboro, 

Whitensville, 

Waltham, 

Warren, 

Westville, 

Weymouth, 

Winchester, 

Wobum, 

Yarmouth, 

Yarmouth  Port. 

Rhode  Island. 
■  Compton, 
Centreville, 
Newport, 
Wakefield, 
Woonsocket. 

Connecticut. 
Danlelsville, 
Guilford, 
Hartford, 
New  Britain, 
Norwich, 
Putnam, 
Stamford, 
Waterbury, 
Winsted, 
Danbury, 
Kensington, 
North  Brookfield, 
New  Canaan, 
Seymour, 
Unionville, 
Wolcottville, 
West  Goshen, 
West  Meriden, 
Wallingford. 

Nbw-Yobk. 
Batavia, 

Edgewater,  S.  I., 
Greenport, 
Phoenix, 
Richmond, 
Riverhead, 
Rochester, 
Saugerties, 
Tremont, 
Troy, 
Wayne, 
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Bath, 

Slippery  Rock, 

Wheeling. 

Brewster's  Station, 

Shrewsburg, 

Cohoes, 

Selin's  Grove, 

District  op  Columbla.. 

Delhi, 

Titusville, 

East  Washington. 

Dunkirk, 

Towanda; 

Fredonia, 

Warren, 

South  Carolina. 

Glovers  ville. 

Washington, 

Buena  Vista, 

Jamestown, 

Waterford, 

Columbia, 

New  Rochelle, 

Wirtemburg, 

Florence, 

Phelps, 

Wattsburg, 
Brownsville, 

Newbury, 

Peru, 

Sumter, 

Rome, 

Burlington, 

Spartansburg. 

Redwing, 
Sandy  Hill, 

Chaml^rsburg, 

Johnstown, 

Alabama. 

Walton, 

Noblestown, 

Montgomery, 

Williamsburgh. 

Westchester, 

Mobile, 

Buffalo  Village, 
Brady's  Bend, 

Opelike,  (Lee  Co.,) 

New  Jersey. 

Opeleka,  (RusseU  Co.) 

Camden, 

Bedford, 

Hackensack, 

Kittannining, 

Ohio. 

New  Brunswick, 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

Paterson, 

Connellsville, 

Kenton, 

Perth  Am  boy, 

Coatesville, 

KingsviUe, 

Westfield, 

Cannonsburg, 

Middleton, 

West  Hoboken  and 

Clearfield, 

McConnellsvUle, 

Hudson  City, 

DanvUle, 

Marietta, 

Burlington, 

Franklin, 

Sandusky, 

Bergen, 

Glen  Rock, 

Ironton, 

Holx)ken, 

Gettysburg, 

Wilmington, 

Lambertville, 

Greenville, 

East  Fairfield. 

Montclair, 

Indiana, 

Princeton, 

Mononc^ahela, 
Mead  ville, 

Indiana. 

Plainfield, 

Franklin, 

Rockaway, 

McConnellsburg, 

Richmond, 

Vineland, 

Middletown, 

Evansville, 

Washington. 

Mauch  Chunk, 

Fort  Wayne, 

New  Brighton, 

Goshen, 

Pennsylvania. 

Norristown, 

Kokomo, 

Beaver, 

New  Oxford, 

Logansport, 

Birmingham, 

ou  aty. 

Madison, 

Bloomsburg, 

Pottsville, 

South  Bend, 

Brookville, 

Perkins, 

Terra  Haute, 

Burgettstown, 

Pittston, 

Washington,  Davis  Co. 

Brainerd,  (Easton,) 

Ridgeway, 

Carlisle, 

Rochester. 

IlXINOIS. 

Cross  Creek, 

Chicago, 

Chester, 

Maryland. 

Elgin, 

Cowy, 

Frederick  Qty, 

Freeport, 

Carbondale, 

Annapolis, 

Gaksburg, 

Edinboro, 

West  Baltimore, 

Mendota, 

Falrvlew, 

Cumberland, 

Peoria, 

Qreensburg, 

HarrisonviUe, 

Pontiac, 

Hollidaysburg, 
Jersev  Shore, 
Lockhaven, 

Lutherville, 

Quincy, 

West  Minster. 

Aurora, 

Areola, 

Lewlsburg, 

YmomiA. 

Bloomington, 

McKeesport, 

Richmond, 

Brimfield, 

Mechanicsborg, 

Charlottesville, 

Clinton, 

Mercer, 

Petersburg, 

Elmwood, 

Mount  Jackson, 

Fairburg. 

Pittsburg,  (cord,) 

West  Virginia. 

Geneva, 

Philadelphia,  (col'd,) 

Clarksburg, 

Henepin, 

Pittsburg, 

MoundviUe, 

Monmouth, 

LVI 


Morris, 

Princeton, 

Rockford, 

Rock  Island, 

St.  Charles, 

Washburn, 

Wilmington. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington, 
ShelbyviUe. 

Tbkkbssbb. 
Knoxville. 

Missouri. 
Hannibal, 
Jefferson  City, 
Kirksville, 
Macon, 
Springfield, 
Sedalia, 
St.  Joseph, 
Warrensburg. 

Eakbas. 
Topeka, 
Atchison, 
Junction, 
Leavenworth, 
Lawrence, 
Ottawa. 

Iowa. 
Clinton, 
Davenport, 
Iowa  City, 
Jefferson, 
Boonesboro, 
Burlington, 
Des  Moines, 
Marshaltown, 
Winterset. 

Wisconsin. 
Ripon, 
Berlin, 


Fort  Atchison, 
Green  Bay, 
Madison, 
Palmyra. 

Michigan. 
Ann  Arbor, 
Cold  Water, 
Corrunna, 
East  Saginaw, 
Penton, 
HUlsdale, 
Pontiac, 

Ann  Arbor  City, 
Battle  Creek, 
Fentonville, 
Holly, 
Marshall, 
Marquette. 

Minnesota. 
Redwing, 
Winona, 
Mankato, 
St.  Anthony's  Falls. 

Colorado. 
Grass  Valley, 
Marysville. 

California. 
San  Frandsco, 
Stockton. 

Canada. 
CoUingwood, 
Dundas, 
Kingston, 
London, 
Oshawa, 
Paris, 

Port  Rowan, 
Perth, 
Quebec, 
Stratford, 
Sherbrooke, 
Woodstock, 


Whitby, 

Brantford,  Prov.  of  Ont. 

Biockville,    " 

Nova  Scotia. 
Glenelg, 
Hopewell, 
Lyons  Brook, 
Lower  Barney's  Brook, 
Meagher's  Grant, 
Marshville, 
Merigomish, 
MidiSe  Musquodoloit, 
Newport, 
Springville, 
Touro, 

Upper  Stewiacke, 
Waverly, 
Westville, 

Baddeeh,  Cape  Breton, 
Canard,  (Keys  Co.) 
Dartmouth, 
GreenhiU,  (Pictou  Co.) 
Carriboo  and   Tonv 
River,  (Pictoa  Co.; 
Kentville, 
Middle  Stewiacke, 
Shaneul  Hall, 
Scotch  Hill, 
Scotsbum, 
Watervale, 
Waterville, 
Folly  Village, 
Latrose, 

Milton,  ^Queens  Co.) 
Musquoaoloit, 

(Middle  Co.) 
Talmagoniah. 

New  Brunswick. 
Chatam, 
MiramichL 

Bermuda. 
Hamilton  Parish, 
Harrington. 
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To  the  Young  MenU  Christian  AsBoeiatum  of 
Dbab  Bbbthrsn  : 

I  beg  to  introduce  to  your  cordial  regard  and  fellowship  the  bearer, 
Mr.  an 


and  earnestly  commend  him  to  the  affectionate  regard  and  brotherly 
care  of  the  Officers  and  Members  of  your  Association. 

I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 


Please  acknouMge  receipt  on  Form  B, 


LVIII 


Form  B^ 


ioung  ^txC%  ^briistian  ^iSis«datiott. 


To  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at 
Bear  Brethren, 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  introducing 

Mr. 

and  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  make  him  at  home  among  us,  and 
enlist  him  in  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Yours  fraternally, 


Ittmbtrs  of  tjfe  falional  (Bxtaiik  i^oinnuttft,             B 

Ai>polBt»d  at  Portland,  Me  ,  Jnlri  3®e9,  for  Tliiw T«aJ«,                                          ^^ 

l^ocaied    in    K'ew-Vork,                                                      ^H 

OKPHAS  BUAINKRD,                                        iS  Pine  Street  ■ 

WILLUM  F.  LEE,                                  - 1  .^0  West  48tJi  Street  ■ 

JAMES  STOKES,  Jr.,                                        1i>4  J'-lm  Street  ■ 

TIMOTUY  ft.  SELLKW,  Jn.,                          I'H  FulU.n  Street  ■ 

^L^         BENJAMIN  a  WE'YUOEK                                 i*  I*ni^*  Street.  H 

^H|        EIKtAR  A,  IICTCrilNS,                                      ^  Pine  StiecL  ■ 

^^H        EOBEIiT  ]{.  McBl'UNKY,   7,  i\L  I'.  A,  BailiUng,  ^eornor   ofH 

^^^^^B                               28i1  Sr.ruet  aihl  4th   AveufiP.)                                  ^M 

^                                      ffi^rrrc^lJcntfinn  ptm1)frA*                              ^^H 

^H                                         1                                                         ^^^1 

^H                                                                               !  \M   ANOEHSON                                                  ^^H 

1                                                       •■■,■,!  is   K.M;iii  H\i!                                                       ^^H 

1                                    i- JuSHlA    1                                                                            ^1 

1                       ,r*  w««rf..  wii.uAM                                                    _H 

M,,u,r  IlKMir    H.    UI,K(.iKS^                                            ^^1 

^H     .          AVtf*  f<^fm;><(i«n*'^  ....    ..     K.  0.  iiLrN'r..     ,                                                       ^^H 

^^hg^H     :                                           ..O.  11  DOUcjl^ASH                                                   >**»-    ^^H 

^^^^H                                              .              KUULANT).  Jn                                                       ^H 

^^^^H                                                    1  !>W!X         Hi)LDKX                                                           ^1 

^^^^B   >                                                        V  rux   FPLLFK                                                    '^^     ^1 

^^^^^H                                                                     I'LAnT                                                           <<^  ^H 

^^^^H                                               , ,        J.  O A  HLTO                                                                    ^B 

^^^^^1                                               .  TltOMAH  H,  CiiKI                                                         _^| 

^^^^^1                        ^^M 

^^^^^H                   r  ri>^'^m&tV»        .  l.tlvCiKUE  A.  HALL                                                   '^^^^1 

^^^^^^m                     I  'ifffinia.       .  . , .  A li  VU k  ADC  1  F    O IlJlih  ^                                            -^^^1 

^^^^H                     tdifia   DI HBLK                                                                 ^^H 

^^^^B                                               .  JOHN   L.  WMKAT                                                        ^^M 

^^^^M                                                                                     ^^M 

^^^^B                                                                B    URANlfJ                                                      "^^^H 

^^^^Ki^VrW.'..                             vviLSfiN  ..                                     u/ui.^^H 

^^^^^^P.WmH/W                            ../IIIOMAS    MAHSHILT                                                      ^H 

^^^^V    -^                                         ^. SILAS    FARMER                                                            ^^M 

^^^^^H                                                                                                                                               ^^H 

^^^^B                                                                                          ^^B 

^^^^H                                                                       '    KANS1>M                                                     ^B 

^^^^^^H  >                                                                                                                    <  I'^iMjHctj.^H 

^^^^^H                                                 ,AV,         JiiSKF.Y                                      Mnitii^ajMillM.    ^H 

^^^^^^H                                               .«W]LJJ*,  AT                                                 ^^'t»^'«-n%^  nrf!t    ^^| 

^^^^H                                                                                                  ^M 

^^^^H                               .                                                                  ■ 

^^^^H  V                              xt                                                              ^B 

^^^^^^B  /                                         '                                                '^i^tiii,  ^H 

^^^^H  '                                                                                                 ^B 

^^^^P  [                                                                                              ■ 

^      ^Wh^-»                              >  '^i«  i^'-i                                                                  ^«H>uyUl«k.  ^^t 

■is^i:SC^^>^- 
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EULES  OF  THE  CONYEmON. 


1.  The  order  of  each  day*s  proceedings  shall  be  as  follows  : 
Devotional  Exercises — ^Beading  of  Minutes — Calls  for  Eesolu- 

tions,  Memorials  and  Propositions — Reading  of  Communications — 
Reports  of  Standing  Committees — Reports  of  Special  Committees 
— Unfinished  Business. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  organization  is  completed,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  appoint  the  following  Standing  Committees,  each  to 
consist  of  seven  members : 

A  Committee  on  Associations,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all 
matters  touching  the  Associations  in  their  individual  and  united 
action. 

A  Business  Committee,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  business 
of  a  general  natura 

A  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

A  Committee  on  Public  and  Devotional  Meetings. 

But  the  Convention  may  refer  any  business  to  a  special  Com- 
mittee, or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  at  its  pleasure. 

A  Special  Committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  opening  session,  to  which  all  resolutions,  memorials 
and  propositions  shall  be  handed,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of 
the  session  of  the  Convention,  each  paper  to  contain  the  name  of 
the  proposer  and  the  name  of  the  Association  he  represents. 
These  resolutions  to  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Committee  without 
reading. 

8.  After  the  appointment  of  the  Committees,  memorials,  reso- 
lutions and  propositions  shall  be  referred,  by  the  President,  with- 
out action  or  debate,  to  a  Standing  Committee,  unless  the  Con- 
vention shall  refer  the  same  to  a  Select  Conmiittee,  or  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  this  rule  of  reference  shall  apply 
to  all  business  brought  before  the  Convention,  except  such  as  is 
incidental  in  its  diaracter. 

4.  The  Convention  at  any  time,  may  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  consider,  in  a  general  form,  any  propo- 
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sition  or  matter  appertaining  to  the  Associations,  with  a  view  to 
develop  the  experience  of  the  Associations  and  the  opinions  of 
Delegates  upon  the  subjects  under  consideration ;  and  at  the  close 
of  its  discussion  thereon,  the  Committee  shall  report  its  conclu- 
sions to  the  Convention  for  its  action  ;  the  report  to  be  prepared 
and  submitted  for  such  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  matter 
under  discussion  relates,  unless  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall 
appoint  a  Special  Committee  to  prepare  and  submit  the  report 

5.  No  Committee  shall  sit  while  the  Convention  is  in  session, 
without  special  permission. 

6.  All  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless 
otherwise  ordered;  and  shall  report  matters  referred  to  them, 
unless  otherwise  instructed,  previous  to  the  last  business  session 
of  the  Convention. 

7.  All  reports  of  Committees  shall  be  numbered  and  placed  upon 
a  docket,  and  brought  up  in  regular  order  in  Convention,  except 
such  as  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

8.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  any  question, 
until  others  who  wish  have  spoken,  nor  more  than  five  minutes, 
without  unanimous  consent ;  and  this  rule  shall  prevail  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

9.  All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  they  are  put 
to  vote. 

10.  The  vote,  when  desired  by  five  members  of  diflferent  Asso- 
ciations, on  any  proposition,  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
recorded.  In  such  cases,  each  Association  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  vote,  which  shall  be  cast  by  a  majority  of  its  Delegates 
present 

11.  Pending  any  question,  it  shall  always  be  in  order  to  move 
that  the  debate  close,  which  motion  shall  be  put  without  discus- 
sion in  this  form :  "  Shall  the  question  be  now  put  ?  " 

12.  The  Convention  may  at  any  time  suspend  the  rules  for  a 
specified  object  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 

18.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Conmiittee,  the  Correspond- 
ing Members  thereof,  and  the  members  of  the  Lecture  Bureau 
shall  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Convention  as  Delegates, 


Cirtulars,  tU.,  Conbtning  i\t  Conbtntion. 


ExECXTTivE  Committee  op  the  Young  Men's  Citristian  Associations) 

OF  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces.  [ 

23d  Street,  Cor.  of  4th  Avenue,  New- York  aty.     ) 

March  nth,  1871. 

To  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 

British  Provinces, 
Dear  Brethren  : 

In  compliaDce  with  the  resolution  adjourning  the  Indianapolis 
Convention,  the  Executive  Committee  announces  that  the  Six- 
teenth Annual  Convention  of  these  Societies  will  be  held  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  24th  day  of  May  next,  and  that  the 
meeting  for  organization  will  be  held  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of 
that  day. 

As  instructed  at  Indianapolis,  the  Executive  Committee  will 
submit  the  following,  among  other  topics,  for  consideration  and 
discussion  in  the  Convention : 

1.  Oods  Word — How  shall  it  be  studied,  and  how  shall  the  study 
of  it  he  promoted  in  our  Associations  ? 

2.  Modem  Scepticism  in  its  relations  to  young  men — IIow  shall  it 
be  met  by  our  Associations  f 

3.  Secular  Instruction —  What  place  should  it  have  in  the  work  of 
our  Associations  ? 

4.  Young  men  in  Business —  What  are  tlieir  temptations,  and  how 
shall  they  be  resisted  ? 

5.  Money  for  the  support  of  our  Associations — How  shall  it  be 
raised  ? 

6.  Our  Beligiotis  Work — How  shall  it  be  made  more  effective  f 

Well-known  gentlemen  have  been  invited  to  address  the  Con- 
vention in  opening  the  foregoing  topics,  for  not  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  to  be  followed  by  a  general  discussion. 

Questions  relating  to  the  frequency  of  the  General  Conventions, 
and  the  ratio  of  representation,  will  also  be  submitted  for  discus- 
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sion  and  action.    The  Convention  will  also  be  requested  to  take 
action : 

(1.)  In  regard  to  the  general  work  placed  in  the  hands  of  this 
Committee.  If  it  shall  be  decided  to  prosecute  it  as  heretofore, 
or  to  extend  and  enlarge  it,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Convention 
to  provide  the  money  therefor. 

(2.)  In  regard  to  the  periodical  published  by  the  order  of  the 
Conventions.  This  Committee  has  already  declared  its  convic- 
tion that  the  progress  which  has  marked  these  Societies,  and  the 
harmony  which  has  characterized  their  action  and  influence  can- 
not be  maintained  without  it  But  the  responsibility  of  its  pub- 
lication should  not  be  cast  upon  the  Committee  for  another  year, 
unless  the  Associations  are  prepared  to  give  it  a  practical  and 
hearty  support,  and  this  should  be  indicated  through  instructions 
given  to  their  delegates. 

(8.)  In  regard  to  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention,  the  addresses  prepared  by  invitation 
upon  the  special  topics,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  prosecu- 
tion and  extension  of  Association  work. 

The  basis  of  representation  is  fixed  upon  a  computation  of  all 
active  members  of  Associations  who  have  paid  their  dues.  Those 
having  100  members  or  less,  are  allowed  three  delegates ;  for 
every  additional  100  members  or  fraction  thereof  exceeding  50, 
one  del^ate  is  allowed ;  but  no  Association  is  allowed  more  than 
fifteen  delegates.  No  Association  organized  since  the  Portland 
Convention  will  be  allowed  representation  unless  the  test  of  mem- 
bership then  fixed,  i,  e.,  membership  in  an  Evangelical  Church, 
be  incorporated  in  its  Constitution.  The  Committee  earnestly  re- 
quest the  proper  officer  of  each  Association  to  fill  up  the  en- 
closed blank  and  return  it  to  the  Committee  on  or  before  20th 
April. 

A  Circular  will  shortly  be  issued  by  the  Washington  Asso- 
ciation, embracing  all  matters  of  detail  within  their  province, 
such  as  Rates  of  Fare,  Place  of  Meeting,  Reception  of  Delegates, 
and  the  like,  which  will  render  unnecessary  any  special  inquiry 
on  the  part  of  the  Brethren. 

Enclosed  are  blank  certificates  for  delegates  to  the  Convention. 
Each  delegate  should  be  provided  with  one.     These  will  be  re- 
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ceived  by  the  proper  Committee,  which  will  be  in  attendance  for 
qne  hour  before  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  and  none  but 
delegates  thus  accredited  will  be  admitted  to  the  floor  until  after 
liie  organization  is  completed 

As  this  Convention  mu^t,  in  an  especial  manner,  attract  atten- 
tion, and  as  its  influence  must  be  wide-spread  and  deeply  felt,  the 
Executive  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty,  respectfully  and 
earnestly  to  remind  the  Associations  of  the  necessity  of  sending,  as 
their  representatives,  men  of  wisdom,  spirituality,  and  a  sound 
mind,  and  also  of  praying  fervently  to  the  God  of  all  wisdom  and 
love  that  the  deliberations  and  work  of  the  Convention  may  be 
guided  and  blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  the  glory  of  the  Saviour 
and  the  establishment  of  His  kingdom. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 

JAMES  STOKES,  Jr., 

TIMOTHY  a  SELLEW,  Jr., 

ROBERT  R  McBURNEY,         ^^  Executive  Committee. 

EDGAR  A  HUTCHINS, 

BENJAMIN  C.  WETMORE, 

VERRANUS  MORSE, 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

ToQDg  Men's  Obmtian  Asaooiationt  of  the  TTidted  States  and  BritiBh  ProTiDoea. 
Washington,  24th  Mat,  1871,  at  10  A.  M. 

Mr.  ie  a  duly  elected 

Delegate  from  the  Association  of 
State  of 

Corresponding  Secretary, 


Rooms  of  thb  Toung  Msn^s  Christiak  Association,) 

CoRNKR  OF  Ninth  and  D  Strsbts,  > 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  31, 1871.) 

To  the  Young  MerCs  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 

British  Provinces: 
Dear  Brethren  : 

As  has  already  been  announced  in  the  Circular  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  the  Sixteenth  Annual  International  Convention 
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of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  will  be  held  in  our  city, 
commencing  Wednesday,  the  24th  day  of  May  next,  1871. 

The  Convention  will  meet  for  organization  at  ten  o'clock,  A.M., 
of  that  day,  at  Lincoln  Hall,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building,  comer  Ninth 
and  D  Streets. 

The  reception  welcome  will  be  given  on  Wednesday  Evening, 
May  24,  at  the  Congregational  Church,  comer  of  Tenth  and  G 
Streets,  and  the  farewell  meeting  on  Sunday  Evening,  May  28. 

The  Committee  on  Entertainment  will  endeavor  to  provide  for 
all  delegates  at  the  residences  of  our  citizens  ;  but  those  who  prefer 
hotel  accommodations  can  avail  themselves  of  either  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named houses,  all  of  which  will  entertain  delegates,  and 
those  who  accompany  them,  at  the  reduced  rates  of  $2  per  day  : 

Willard's  Hotel,  corner  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  14th 

Street 
Ebbitt  House,  corner  F  and  14th  Street 
National  Hotel,  corner  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  6th 

Street 

The  Reception  Committee  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  depot 
on  the  arrival  of  each  train,  to  receive  and  assign  delegates  to 
their  quarters.  Those  arriving  by  the  late  night  trains  can  be  ac- 
commodated at  the  hotels,  at  the  above  reduced  rates,  for  the  first 
night,  and  next  day  accommodations  with  our  citizens  will  be 
furnished,  when  desired.  The  Reception  Committee  will  be 
designated  by  badges. 

Delegates  upon  ai riving  in  the  city  are  requested  to  wear  a 
badge  of  white  ribbon,  one  inch  wide,  with  the  name  of  their 
Association  printed  thereon.  This  will  largely  facilitate  inter- 
course with  them  by  the  Committee,  and  with  each  other. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  beg  to  lay  before  the  Asso- 
ciations, and  all  others  interested,  the  following,  as  the  result  of 
the  efforts  to  secure  reduced  rates  of  fare  for  the  Convention ; 

TRANSPORTATION  SCHEDULE. 

The  CoMMmEE  on  Traksportation  present  the  foUowin^  schedule  of 
Railroad  and  Steamboat  Routes  for  the  consideration  of  Delegates,  and  beg  to 
enjoin  the  closest  attention  lo  the  various  particulars  set  forth,  and  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  all  requirements,  which  will  relieve  both  railroad  officials  and 
delegates  themselves  from  annoyance  and  confusion.  The  Committee  indulge 
the  hope  that  the  details  given  are  sufficiently  explicit  to  render  further  inquiry 
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unnecessary,  though  thej  will  be  happy  to  respond  to  any  requests  for  informa- 
tion which  may  not  be  covered  by  this  schedule. 

No.  1. — New- York  to  Washington,  and  Return,  by  New- York  and  Wash- 
ington Air  Line. — Round  Trip  Excursion  Tickets  from  New- York,  $10 ; 
from  Philadelphia,  $6  ;  for  sale  in  New- York,  May  22  to  May  26,  inclu- 
siTe,  at  Desbrosses  Street  Ferry  Office ;  in  Philadelphia,  same  date,  depot 
comer  Broad  Street  and  Washington  Avenue.  Tickets  also  for  sale  in 
Newark,  same  rate  as  from  New- York.  Delegates*  credentials  will  be 
honored  for  tickets  for  themselves  and  members  of  their  families ;  any 
others  desiring  to  attend  the  Convention  can  avail  themselves  of  the  Ex- 
cursion Tickets  by  flr$t  procuring  order  $  far  the  same  from  the  Transpor- 
tation Committee,  or  upon  arrival  in  New- York  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Association,  2dd  Street  and  4th  Avenue;  and  in  Philadelphia,  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Association,  1,210  Chestnut  Street.  Local  connections  of 
No.  1 — at  Philadelphia — Reading  Railroad  will  carry  delegates  to  Phila- 
delphia and  return  at  one  and  one-third  single  fare,  on  showing  ereden- 
Hals. — North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  will  sell  Excursion  Tickets  to  Phila- 
delphia and  return  at  two-thirds  regular  fare,  on  orders  to  be  furnished 
l^  the  Committee.  Belvidere  Delaware  Railroad. — Excursion  Tickets  to 
Philadelphia  and  return  for  two-thirds  regular  fare,  on  showing  ereden- 
tials ;  tickets  to  be  had  at  Trenton,  Lambertville,  Phillipsburgh  and 
Manunka  Chunk  ordv.  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western — Delegates 
will  pay  full  fare  to  Manunka  Chunk,  returning /rom  that  point  on  certifi- 
cate of  attendance.  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  will  sell  Excursion  Tickets 
firom  any  point  on  the  line  to  point  of  divergence  at  single  fare  for  round 
trip,  on  orders.  West  Jersey  Railroad  will  return  delegates /lom  Phila- 
delphia at  half  fare  on  certificate  of  attendance.  Philadelphia  &  Balti- 
more Central  Railroad  will  return  delegates  on  certificate  of  attendance, 
ty  From  Philadelphia  to  Washington  for  all  of  the  above,  see  No.  1. 
No.  2.— From  Boston  to  New-York,  and  Return.— Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad— Will  sell  not  less  than  fifty  round  trip  tickets,  via  Stonington 
Line  "  Sound,''  $7.00 ;  "  Shore  Line  "  all  rail,  $8  00.  Old  Colony  and 
Newport  Railway,  via  Fall  River,  and  Narragansett  Steamship  Co. — 
Will  sell  not  less  than  fifty  round  trip  tickets  at  $7.00.  G^Note  — 
The  Committee  entertain  a  hope  of  being  able  to  improve  the  arrange- 
ments from  Portland  and  Boston  to  New-York,  and  delegates  will  learn 
full  particulars  as  to  the  most  favorable  route  between  these  points  upon 
application  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Secretary,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  No.  5,  Tremont 
Temple,  Boston,  Mass.  From  Points  East  op  Boston.— The  Inter- 
national Steamship  Co. — Will  carry  delegates  from  St.  Johns  to  Boston, 
and  return,  touching  at  Portland,  at  $7.(^  for  the  round  trip.  Portland, 
Saco  k  Portsmouth  Railroad^Delegates  will  pay  full  fare  going,  and 
return  on  certificate  of  attendance.  Portland  &  Kennebec  and  Maine 
Central  Railroads — Delegates  will  present  credentials  and  pay  full  fare 
going,  asking  at  the  same  time  for  Kfree  return  ticket  from  Portland. 
Androscoggin  Railroad  to  Brunswick,  Maine  Division  European  and  No. 
American  Railroad  to  Bangor ;  New  Brunswick  Division  European  and 
No.  American  Railroad  to  St.  Croix,  and  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Rail- 
way, (N.  S.,)  will  severally  accept  certificates  of  attendance  for  return. 
K^*  For  other  arrangements  in  the  Eastern  Provinces,  delegates  are 
respectfully  referred  to  John  S.  Maclean,  Esq ,  Halifax,  N.  S.  St^  At 
New-York,  for  all  of  the  foregoing,  see  No.  1. 
No.  3. — From  Providence  to  New- York  and  Return.— Full  fare  going 
by  Stonington  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Line  to  New-York,  returning  on 
special  free  tickets  issued  by  the  Committee  on  I'ransportation ;  or  by  all 
rail  Shore  Line  to  New- York,  returning  as  before  from  New  London. 
^T  Housatonic  Railroad — Delegates  will  buy  from  Pittsfield,  &c.,  to  New- 
York,  and  return  free  on  certificate  of  attendance  from  Bridgeport, 
t§^  At  New -York,  see  No.  1. 
No.  4.— From  Montreal,  Oodensburgh,  Burlington,  Rutland,  &c.,  to 
New- York,  by  Grand  Trunk,  Vermont  Central,  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga, 
and  People's  Line  of  Steamers  on  Hudson  River. — Delegates  will  pay 
full  fare  to  Albany ;  at  Albany,  their  credentials  will  entitle  them  to 
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pttSMge  by  People's  Line  of  SteAmera  to  New-York  at  (me  dcUar.  Re- 
tvLTning /ram  New- York  hy  People's  Line,  Pier  41  N.  River,  certificate  of 
Attendance  will  entitle  them  to  tickets  at  same  price  to  Albany,  and  for 
each  of  above-named  roads  spedal  free  retnm  tickets  will  be  issued  by 
Committee  on  Transportation.  Fare,  by  this  arrangement,  will  be: 
Montreal  to  New-York,  $10.45;  Burlington,  do.,  $6.70;  Rutland,  do., 
$4.70.  Or  delegates  can  buy  through  to  New- York,  at  full  fiare,  via 
White  River  Junction  and  l)ellows  Falls,  and  wHl  return  free,  firom 
Springfield,  on  Vermont  Central  and  Connecticut  River  Railroads. 
BT  From  New- York  to  Washington,  see  No.  1.  B^  Grand  Trunk 
Local.  Delegates  will  pay  full  fare  to  Montreal  or  other  point  of  diver- 
gence, and  return  free  on  the  Company's  ticket,  issued  by  the  Committee. 

No.  5. — From  Rochesteb  and  Canakdaigua  to  Balthcorb  and  Rbturn. — 
By  Northern  Central  Railway— Round  trip  excursion  tickets  an  arder$ 
furnished  by  the  Committee,  for  sale  at  Canandaigua  depot,  and  at 
Brackett  House,  Rochester ;  &re  $14  These  ticketa  will  also  be  on  sale 
at  Havana,  Watkins,  Pen  Yan,  Elmira,  Troy,  Canton,  and  at  all  points 
south  of  Sunbury,  and  are  good  for  delegates  and  members  ol  their 
familieB.  Delegates  from  Lockport,  Auburn,  Syracuse,  Ithaca,  Bing- 
hamton,  Owego,  &c,  are  advised  to  give  this  route  the  preference. 
Local  connections  of  No.  5 — Cumberiand  Valley  Railroad  will  sell  round 
trip  excursion  tickets,  an  shatoing  credentials,  to  Harrisburg  and  return, 
good  from  May  22  to  June  11.  pS*  From  Baltimore  to  Washington,  see 
No.  12. 

No.  6. — ^Fbom  Buffalo  to  Baltimork,  and  Rbtuhn. — By  Brie  Railway,  via 
Elmira-^Round  tnp  Excursion  tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Erie  depot, 
in  Buffiklo,  on  $hamng  eredentiaU,  good  for  delegates  and  members  of 
thefr  funilies;  £ue  $16.  |9*From  Baltimore  to  Washington,  see  No. 
12. 

pr  Gbbat  Wbstiebn  Railwat  of  Canada — ^Delegates  will  pay 
full  lare  to  Buffalo,  and  be  returned /^M^i^m^  Suspension  Bridge,  on  cer- 
tificate of  attendance.  From  Toronto,  Goderich,  Stratford,  and  other 
points  on  west  end  of  Grand  Trunk,  to  BuffiJo,  or  Suspension  Bridge, 
full  fare  going,  and  return  as  above. 

No.  7. — Fbom  DsTKorr. — It  is  possible  that  the  General  Passenger  Agent  of  the 
Great  Western  Railway  at  Detroit  may  yet  arrange  to  connect  a  round 
trip  through  ticket  with  that  of  the  Erie  at  Bui&de.  If  that  be  not 
accomplished,  delegates  can  still  avail  themselves  of  the  Great  Western's 
full  fare  going  and  free  return  arrangement,  and  buy  the  Erie's  Excursion 
ticket  at  Buttiedo.  pr  Notb. — The  Committee  regret  to  inform  the 
Micliigan  Associations  tliat  the  roads  in  that  State  have  formed  a  mutual 
combination  against  any  reductions  for  such  purposes,  and  they  can 
therefore  present  noth'mg  for  that  State  outside  of  Detroit,  and  the 
Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Railroad,  noted  in  No.  11. 

|{o.  8.— Fbom  Erie,  &c.,  to  Baltimore,  and  Return. — Philadelphia  and 
Erie  Railroad  will  sell  round  trip  tickets  from  principal  stations  to  Balti- 
more, and  return,  at  excursion  rates,  an  orders  for  same,  to  be  furnished 
by  Committee.  From  stations  where  tickets  are  not  sold,  will  sell  to 
Sunbury,  and  return,  t^*  From  Baltimore  to  Washington,  see  No.  12. 
Local  Connections  of  JNo.  8. — Lackawanna  and  Bloomsburg  Railroad 
will  sell  round  trip  tickets,  on  showing  credentials,  good  both  ways,  at 
two-tliirds  regular  fare. 

No.  9.— From  Pittsburo  to  Baltimore,  and  RBTUBN.^Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road will  sell,  on  orders,  same  as  No.  8.  From  Stations  where  tickets 
are  not  sold,  will  sell  to  Harrisburg  and  York,  and  return.  B^  From 
Baltimore  to  Washington,  see  No.  12.  Local  connections  of  No.  8. — Alle- 
gheney  Valley  Railroad — Delegates  who  pay  full  fare  going,  will  be  re- 
turned free  from  Pittsburg  on  certificates  of  attendance. 

No.  10. — From  Cleveland  to  Baltimore,  and  Return.— Round  trip  ex- 
cursion tickets  to  be  obtained  only  on  orders  to  be  furnished  by  Com- 
mittee on  Transportation,  from  Cleveland  and  principal  stations  south  of 
Cleveland,  on  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  to  BalUmore,  and  retwm, 
will  be  placed  on  sale  at  Cleveland  Depot,  &c..  May  22  to  24,  inclusive. 
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Pare  for  the  round  trip  will  be  equal  to  one  regular  througli  fare  and  one- 
third  added.  Present  through  fare,  Cleveland  to  Baltimore,  $18.  |^  At 
Baltimore,  eee  No.  12. 
No.  11.— From  Chicago.  &c.,  to  Baltimorb,  and  Return.— fS^  Only 
through  route  from  Chicago  offering  any  indueementi  to  delegmtes,  bj 
Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago,  Pennsylvania  Central  and  North- 
ern Centnd  Bailroads ;  round  trip  excursion  tickets  ftoia  Chicago  to  Bal- 
timore, and  return,  will  be  placed  on  sale  at  Fort  Wayne  Railroad  office, 
65  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  and  at  Fort  Wayne  depot  in  said  city,  from 
Sunday  evening,  May  21,  to  Tuesday  evening,  May  23,  inclusive.  Fare 
for  the  round  trip  $25.  These  tickets  will  be  sold  only  to  delegates,  and 
members  of  their  families  accompanying  them,  upon  shouiing  regular 
eredenticUs.  Any  other  person  desiring  to  attend  the  Convention  from 
Chicago  can  procure  a  ticket  orUy  upon  an  order  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Committee  on  Transportation.  From  points  east  of  Chicago,  on  the 
Pittsburg  and  Fort  Wayne  and  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Railroads. — 
Round  trip  excursion  tickets  to  Baltimore,  and  return,  as  above,  will  be 
placed  on  sale  at  all  principal  stations  (express  trains)  and  can  be  pro- 
cured by  delegates  only  on  presenting  order  %  for  %ame,  to  be  furnished  by 
Committee  on  Transportation.  Fares  for  the  round  trip  will  be  on 
basis  of  one  regular  through  rate  and  one  third  added.  Present  through 
fares  to  Baltimore  a«e  from  Grand  Rapids,  $19.95 ;  from  Kalamazoo  $19  ; 
from  Fort  Wayne,  $15.50 ;  from  Crestline.  $14.40.  C9"  Be  sure  to  send 
for  orders.    C^^  From  Baltimore  to  Washington  see  No.  12. 

^"  Delegates  concentrating  at  Chicago  are  requested  to  notify,  in  ad- 
vance, W.  C.  Cleland,  Esq.,  Agent  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Railroad,  65  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  who  will,  if  a  sufficient  number  report 
to  warrant  it,  on  the  morning  or  evening  of  Monday,  May  22,  send  one 
or  more  Pullman  Palace  Drawing  room  or  Sleeping  cars  through  to  Bal- 
timore,   t^  No  reduction  in  Palace  car  accommodations. 

No.  12.— From  Baltimore  to  Washington  and  Return.— Washington 
Branch,  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad — All  delegates  arriving  at  Baltimore, 
by  routes  Nos.  5.  6,  7,  8,  9, 10  and  11,  will  pay  full  fare  to  Washington, 
($1.20,)  and  be  returned  to  Baltimore  on  company*s  return  tickets,  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Committee. 

No.  18.— From  Sandusky,  Toledo,  Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Parkersrurg, 
Wheeling,  kc.,  to  WashinqI'ON  Direct.— Baltimore  and  Ohio  liail- 
road.  Main  Line  and  connections — From  Sandusky,  and  stations  south  by 
Lake  Erie  and  Central  Ohio  divisions  to  Wheeling  (Benwood)  and 
Washington.  Fares,  from  Sandusky,  $15.10;  Monroeville,  $15; 
Mansfield,  $14.20 ;  Mount  Vernon,  $14 ;  return  free  on  Company's 
special  tickets,  supplied  by  the  Committee.  From  Toledo  and  contigu- 
ous points  In  Michigan  and  Indiana. — Buy  through  from  Toledo,  via 
Monroeville,  to  Washington ;  fare  $16 ;  return  on  special  tickets  to  Mon- 
roeville.  From  Colimibus,  Newark,  &c.,  to  Washington,  by  Central  Ohio 
division  and  Main  Stem  ;  fare  from  Columbus,  $13.50 ;  return  as  above. 
From  Cincinnati,  Portsmouth,  &c.,  by  Marietta  &  Cincinnati  Bail  road  to 
Parkersburg  and  Washington;  fare  from  Cincinnati,  $16;  from  Ports- 
mouth, $15.50 ;  from  Parkersburg,  $11 ;  return  as  above.  From  Zanes- 
ville,  via  Central  Ohio  Division  and  Main  Stem :  fare  $12  95.  Local  con- 
nections of  No.  13. — At  Zanesville,  (Central  Ohio  Divisicn.)  with 
Cincinnati  and  Muskingum  Valley  Railroad — Delegates  will  buy 
through  tickets  to  Washington  via  Zanesville,  and  will  be  returned  by  . 
B.  &  O.,  as  above,  and,  on  superintendent's  certificate,  over  the  C.  &  M.' 
v.,  to  be  supplied  by  tiie  Committee.  Fare  from  Cirdeville,  $15.20  ;  from 
Lancaster,  $14.45 ;  from  WUmington,  $16.85. 

No.  14.— From  Indlanapolis  to  Washington  and  Return.— By  Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Hailroads — Round  trip 
excursion  tickets /r<»»  Indianapolie  to  Washington,  direct,  and  return,  as 
above,  will  be  sold  at  P.  C.  &  St.  L.  depot,  in  Irdianapolis.  from  Sunday 
evening,  May  2l8t,  to  Tuesday  evening.  May  23d,  inclusive.     Fare  for 


18 

the  round  trip,  $lt)  70.  Sl^*  Lafayette  delegates  and  others  on  the  line 
ol  the  I.  C.  &  L.,  will  pay  local  fare  to  Indianapolis  or  Cincinnati  and 
return  from  those  points,  on  certificate  of  attendance.  Delegates  from 
Richmond,  Urbana,  Cambridge,  Greenville,  Union,  liOgansixjrt,  Piqua, 
Springfield,  Dayton,  Hamilton,  Xenia,  &c.,  will  have  to  pay  local  both 
ways,  to  eithef  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  or  Columbus,  and  thus  avail 
themselves  of  the  through  arrangement  most  convenient.  Q^^  From 
St.  Louis. — The  Committee  regret  to  announce  that  all  their  approaches 
and  endeavors  to  secure  a  reduced  rate  from  St.  Louis,  in  connection  with 
those  east  of  that  city  have  failed.  They  have,  therefore,  nothing  better 
to  suggest,  to  St.  Louis,  Springfield,  Jacksonville,  Cairo,  Shelbyville, 
Olney,  Bloomington,  &c.,  than  the  above  route  from  Indianapolis. 
Shawneetown,  Kvansville,  and  Vincennes,  can  pay  full  fare  over  the 
Evansviile  and  Crawfordsville  Railroad  to  Terra  Haute,  and  will  be  re 
turned  ^<?m  that  point  on  certificate  of  attendance. 

j^Q.  15. — Fbom  Louisville. — Louisville  and  Ciudnnati  Short  Line  trill  sell,  on 
ahomng  credcTUiaU,  round  trip  tickets  to  Covington,  and  return,  $4 ;  to 
Cincinnati,  and  return,  at  $5 ;  latter  ticket  good  for  transfer,  to  hotel  or 
depot.  At  Cincinnati— See  No.  18.  Through  fare  from  Louisville  to 
Washington,  and  return,  by  this  arrangement,  $21. 

Xo.  10.— Prom  OiiAHA,  &c.,  to  Chicago.— Chicago  aud  Northwestern  Railway 
and  Branches — Delegates  will  pay  full  fare  to  Chicago,  from  any  station 
on  any  of  the  several  divisions,  and  for  their  return  will  be  furnished,  by 
the  Committee,  with  orders  on  General  Ticket  Agent,  at  125  Lake  Street, 
Chicago,  for  return  tickets,  at  <me-fij'th  of  one  full  fa/re.  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  and  Pacific  Railroad — Round  trip  excursion  tickets,  from  any 
point  on  this  road,  to  Chicago,  and  return,  will  be  sold  at  three-fifths 
regular  fare  on  presenting  orders  for  same  from  the  Committee.  Bur- 
lington and  Missouri  River  Railroad  will  sell,  on  shomng  credentials^ 
round  trip  excursion  tickets,  from  any  point  on  the  line,  to  Burlington, 
and  return,  at  three-fifths  regular  fare.  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy 
Railroad — Delegates  will  pay  full  fare  from  Quincy,  Burlington,  &c.,  to 
Chicago,  and  for  return,  will  be  supplied  by  Committee  with  orders  on 
ticket  agent,  at  Chicago,  for  return  tickets  at  one-fifth  of  one  full  fare. 
2^  At  Chicago^For  ail  of  the  above,  see  No.  11. 

Xo..  17,— From  St.  Paul,  &c.,*to  Milwaukee  and  Cbioago,  and  Return. — 
By  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad — Round  trip  Excursion  tickets  from 
St.  Paul  and  stations  south  and  east,  to  Milicaukee  and  return^  will  be 
sold  at  sixty  per  cent,  regular  fare,  on  presenting  orders  for  same,  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Committee.  At  Milwaukee— See  Chicago  and  North 
Western.  At  Chicago^See  No.  11.  Local  Connections  of  No.  V2 — St. 
Paul  and  Pacific  will  return  delegates  free,  on  certificate  of  atteiidance, 
who  have  paid  full  fare  going ;  J?t.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  will  sell  to  dele- 
gates, on  showing  credentials,  round  trip  tickets  to  St.  Paul,  and  return, 
at  one  full  fare ;  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  River  will  return  dele- 
gates free  on  certificates  who  have  paid  full  fare  going. 

^'o,  18— From  San  Francisco,  &c.,  to  Washington  and  Return.— Dele- 
gates will  buy  through  tickets  from  San  Francisco  and  Sacramento  to 
Chicago,  by  Central  Pacific,  Union  Pacific,  and  Chicago  and  North- 
western Railroads.  At  Chicago — See  No.  11.  At  Baltimore— See  No. 
12.  Returning,  from  Chicago  to  Omaha,  see  No.  16 ;  from  Omaha  to 
San  Francisco,  apply  to  Committee  for  special  free  return  ticket. 
t^"  Fare  for  round  trip,  San  Francisco  to  Washington  and  return,  by 
this  arrangement,  ^150,  regular  fare,  ?sj269. 

No.  ISjrrFROM  DENVEit  Kansas  City,  &c.,  to  CAicago.— By  Kansas,  Pacific, 
lla'nnibal  &  St.  Joseph,  and  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroads — 
Delegates  on  line  of  Kansas  Pacific  will  show  credentials  and  buy  Ex- 
cursion tickets  to  Kansas  City,  and  return,  at  fare  one  way  for  the  round 
trip.  At  Kansas  City— Buy  through  to  Chicago,  via  Quincy  ;  for  return 
from  Chicago,  Committee  will  luruish  orders  on  ticket  agents  at  Chicago 
and  Quincy  for  return  tickets  to  Quincy  and  Kansas  City  at  one-filth  of 
one  full  fare.    At  Chicago — See  No.  11. 
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No.  20.— Fkom  Memphis  and  Nashvillk,  Ck)BnrrH,  &c.— Delegates  will  buy 
through  tickets  from  these  points  and  stations  north  to  Washington,  via 
Cincinnati  and  Parkersburg;  or,  if  thej  prefer,  pay  full  fare  to  Louisville, 
using  No.  15  at  that  point,  and  No.  13  at  Cincinnati.  On  return,  dele- 
gates will  receive  certificates  to  Cincinnati,  as  per  No.  18,  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  depot  ticket  office  at  Louisville  for  free  return 
tickets  to  Nashville,  Humboldt,  and  Memphis. 

No.  21.— From  New  Oblbaks  to  Washington.— Delegates  will  buy  through 
tickets,  by  Jackson,  Miss.,  Grand  Junction,  Humboldt,  Louisville,  Cin- 
cinnati, and  Parkersburg,  to  Washington;  fare  $45.  On  return,  will 
receive  certificates  to  Cincinnati  as  per  No.  13 ;  tickets  from  Louisville  to 
Humboldt  as  per  No.  20 ;  and  free  return  certificates  from  Jackson,  Tenn., 
by  Mississippi  Central,  and  N.  Orleans,  Jackson,  &  Great  Northern  Rail- 
roads, to  New  Orleansw  From  Galveston. — Delegates  from  this  point,  or 
from  Houston,  can  buy*  ftttd  return,  as  above,  and  will  be  Teinmed  from 
New  Orleans  by  Morgan^  Louisiana  and  Texas  Railroad  and  Steamship 
Line,  on  presenting  satisfactory  evidence  of  attendance  from  this  Com- 
mittee. 

No.  22. — From  Savannah,  Charlb^von,  Wilmington,  Wbldon,  Raleigh, 
Pbtbrsburg,  Richmond,  &c.,  to  Washington.— Delegates  will  buy 
through  tickets  to  Washington,  and  will  be  returned  on  certificates  of  at- 
tendance over  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac,  Richmond 
&  Petersburg,  Petersburg  and  Weldon,  Raleigh  &  Gaston,  Wilmington 
&  W^eldon,  Wilmington,  Columbia  6  Auffusta  Railroads,  to  Florence 
and  Kingsville.  At  Florence — Return  to  Charleston  over  Northeastern 
Railroad,  on  showing  certificate  of  attendance,  and  pay  $2  in  addition. 
Ho  reduction  bettDun  CharUston  and  Sananndh,  Local  connections  of 
No.  22. — At  Savannah — ^Atlantic  &  Gulf  and  Georgia  Central  Railroads 
will  return  delegates  on  certificates  of  attendance. 

No.  23.— From  Macon,  Augusta,  Columbia,  Charlotte,  Danville,  &c.,  to 
Washington.— Delegates  will  buy  thxouffh  tickets,  via  Augusta,  Dan- 
ville and  Richmond,  and  will  be  returned  on  certificates  of  attendance 
over  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  &  Potomac,  and  Richmond,  Danville, 
and  Piedmont  Railroads  to  Greensboro ;  and  fit)m  Charlotte,  over  the 
Charlotte,  Columbia  &  Augusta  Railroads,  to  Augusta,  and  from  Av^usta 
over  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  to  Macon.  No  reduction  between 
Greensboro  and  Charlotte. 

Na  24.— From  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Selma,  Montgomery,  Macon,  At- 
lanta, Chatt.vnooga,  Knoxvtlle,  Lynchburg,  &c.,  to  Washington. 
— The  information  at  hand  is  not  sufficiently  explicit  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  decide  whether  it  will  be  cheaper  for  delegates  to  buy 
through  tickets  to  Washington,  and  return  free  on  such  roads  as  honor 
our  certificate,  or  to  avail  themselves  of  the  separate  arrangements  of 
each  line,  which  are  as  follows :  New  Orleans,  Mobile  and  Chattanooga 
R.  R.  will  return  delegates  free  on  certificate  of  attendance.  No  reduc- 
tion from  Mobile  to  MoiUgomery  ;  Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  Railroad  will 
return  delegates  free  on  certificate  of  attendance ;  Western  Railroad  of 
Alabama  will  return  delegates  free  from  West  Point  to  Montgomery  and 
Selma,  provided  they  ask  for  return  tickets  tchen  purchasing.  Atlanta  & 
West  Point  Railroad  will  return  delegates  free,  on  certificate  of  attend- 
ance ;  Western  &  Atlantic  Railroad  will  return  delegates  free  on  certifi- 
cate of  attendance,  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta ;  Macon  and  W^  est  em 
Railroad  will  return  delegates  free,  on  certificate  of  attendance,  from  At- 
lanta to  Macou  ;  Alabama  &  Chattanooga  Railroad  will  furnish  delegates^ 
when  t?uy  purchaBC  ttdketi^  with  a  retUm  certificate,  which  will  be  good 
when  endorsed  by  the  Committee;  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia 
Railroad  will  sell  local  excursion  tickets  from  Chattanooga  and  Cleve- 
land to  Bristol  and  return  for  one  fare.  No  reduction  between  Bristol  and 
Lyndiburg.  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  will  return  delegates  free, 
on  certificate  of  attendance,  from  Washington  to  Lynchburg 

No.  26.— From  Norwalk  to  Washington. — By  steamer  Lady  of  the  Lake  ; 
jpull  fare  ($5)  going,  and  return  on  certificate  of  attendance. 
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Miscellaneous  •'-The  following:  roads,  not  included  in  the  foregoing,  will 
also  extend  courtesies  to  delegates ;  the  Evansville,  Henderson  &  Nash 
ville,  Louisville,  New  Albany  &  Chicago,  Cincinnati  &  Indianapolis 
Junction,  Springfield  &  Southeastern,  and  Sioux  City  &  Pacific  Railroads 
will  honor  certificates  for  the  return,  provided  delegates  have  paid  full 
fare  in  going  to  the  Convention.  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw — When 
delegates  purchase  tickets  they  must  ask  the  Ticket  Agent  for  certifi- 
cates, showing  the  fact  of  such  purchase  and  the  route  they  were  tick- 
eted by,  which  will  entitle  them  to  return  free.  Bockford,  Rock  Island 
&  St.  Louis  Railroad  will  sell,  at  No.  20  North  Fourth  Street,  St.  Louis, 
June  5  to  June  11,  inclusive,  return  tickets  at  one-fifth  regular  fare  to  all 
those  who  present  certificates  of  attendance. 

E^  The  ATTBrmoN  op  delegates  is  especially  directed  to  those  routes  which 
sell  excursion  tickets  only  upon  orders ;  the  orders'  are  furnished  to  us 
by  the  General  Ticket  Agents,  and  can  only  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Transportation  Committee.  These  routes  are  Nos.  6, 8,  9,  10,  all 
of  11  east  of  Chicago,  1 7,  and  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  North 
Pennsylvania  and  Lehigh  Valley  (Pa.)  Roads.  The$e  ofden  are  new 
"  ready,  and  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Transportation  Com* 
mittee.  Associations  will  oblige  us,  and  facilitate  matters  greatly,  by 
electing  delegates  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  circular ; 
and  where  oraers  are  needed,  send  a  list  of  the  names  of  delegates,  sta- 
tion from  which  they  will  start,  and  routes  by  which  they  desire  to 
travel,  as  below,  and  the  orders  will  be  promptly  forwarded.  (t^~  Re- 
turn tickets  will,  in  all  cases,  be  good  until  June  11.  t§^  Credentials. 
— Delegates  will  please  observe  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  be  provided  with  regular  credentials  in  advance.  Many  of  the 
railroads  will  not  sell  tickets  unless  these  can  be  shown.  Uniform 
blanks  for  the  same  can  be  obtidned  from  the  Executive  Committee,  T, 
M.  C.  A..  23d  Street  and  Fourth  Avenue,  New-York. 

Certificates  op  Attendance  will  be  signed  only  by  Geo.  A.  Hall,  General 
Secretaiy  of  this  Association.  There  will  be  no  fiacilities  afibrded  lor 
enabling  delegates  to  come  by  one  route  and  return  by  another,  beyond 
such  practicable  interchange  of  excursion  tickets  as  delegates  may  make 
among  themselves.  To  return  £ree  upon  a  certificate  of  attendance,  over 
any  route  ofi*erinff  such  courtesy,  delegates  will  be  required  to  certify 

Xn  the  face  of  the  certificate  that  they  paid  full  fare  on  that  route  trav- 
g  to  the  Convention* 
2^  The  Committee  on  Transportation  gratefully  acknowledge  the  efla- 
<;ient  aid  rendered  to  them  bv  Wm.  Prescott  Smith,  Esq.,  General  Man- 
ager of  the  New  York  &  Washington  Air  Line ;  L.  M.  Cole,  Esq.,  General 
Ticket  Agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad ;  Ed.  S.  Young.  Esq., 
General  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Northern  Central  Railway ;  F.  R.  Myers, 
Esq.,  General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agent.  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  & 
Chicago  Railroad,  and  others,  whose  kind  attention  we  nave  not  space  to 
record. 
|y  All  applications  for  orders,  or  inquiries  upon  the  subject  of  transportation, 
should  be  addressed  to 

L.  L.  CROUNSE,  Ohavrman  Committee  on  Transportation, 

627  14th  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Excursion  to  Mount  Vernon. — ^The  Committee  express  the  hope  that  the 
members  of  the  Convention,  after  they  have  completed  their  work,  will  remain 
with  us  over  Monday,  May  29,  and  participate  in  an  excursion  to  Mount  Vernon, 
wUch  will  enable  them  to  enjoy  a  most  agreeable  s^,  and  see  a  most  interest- 
ing and  historical  portion  of  Potomac  Scenery. 

Excursion  to  Norfolk. — On  the  same  day,  Monday,  May  29,  the  steamer 
''  Lady  of  the  Lake  "  will  leave  on  an  excursion  to  Norfolk,  and  return,  and 
such  as  desire  can  ei\}oy  a  very  agreeable  trip  to  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  many  other  points  of  interest,  and  ei\joy  a  genuine  sea  breeze. 
Fare  for  the  round  trip,  $5. 

E^  To  OUR  Brethren  in  the  Southern  States.— One  influence  which 
had  much  weight  in  deciding  on  Washington  as  the  proper  place  for  the  hold- 
ing of  this  Convention,  was  the  belief  that  it  would  result  in  an  increased 
representation  from  the  Southern  States,  and  the  hope  that  the  permanent 
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result  nught  be  a  tboroagh  revival  of  ChriBtian  ABSOciation  work  throughout 
the  South.  We,  therefore,  earnestly  entreat  our  friends,  of  the  Southern  Asso- 
ciations, and  also  those  in  cities  desiring  to  establish  Associations,  to  send  us  a 
fall  and  strong  representation.  Most  of  the  Southern  railroads,  as  will  be  seen, 
have  agreed  to  a  half-&re  arrangement,  by  consenting  to  accept  our  certificate 
for  free  return,  and  we  trust  we  may  see  a  large  number  availing  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  of  mingling  with  us  on  this  occasion,  giving  us  the  inspira- 
tion of  their  presence,  gathering  fresh  zeal  themselves,  and  receiving,  as  we  are 
sure  they  will,  a  cordial  welcome  from  all  qulirters  and  a  God-speed  in  their 
work  of  Peace  and  Love. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  indications  already 
promise  that  this  will  be  the  largest,  and,  perhaps,  most  important  Christian 
Convention  ever  held.  The  fact  that  it  assembles  at  the  National  Capital  gives 
it  unusual  prominence,  and  we  trust  that  its  character,  numbers,  and  results 
will  cause  its  prominence  to  redound  largely  to  the  benefit  of  our  beloved 
Christian  work  throughout  the  country.  That  this  may  result,  the  Committee 
would  suggest  that  on  the  Sabbath  preceding  its  assembling,  earnest  prayer  be 
offered  in  the  churches,  and  in  all  the  Associations,  for  the  special  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  Convention. 

P.  H.  SMITH,  Chairman, 
CLINTON  LLOYD,  B.  B.  BARNUM, 

CHAS.  B.  BAILEY,  C.  H.  MERWIN, 

A.  S.  PRATT,  F.  W.  PRATT. 

WARREN  CHOATB,      L.  L.  CROUNSE, 
Committee  of  ArrangemefUs. 


EXBCUTITE  COMMITTBB  OP  THE  YOUNG  Mkn'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS) 

OP  THE  Unitbd  States  and  Bbitibh  Provinces.  V 

28d  Street  and  4th  Avenue,  New-York.         ) 

Dear  Brother: 

In  behalf  of  all  the  Associations  on  this  continent,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  Executive  Committee,  I  most  earnestly  ask  you  to 
forward  at  once  the  Report  of  your  Association  for  the  Washing- 
ton Convention,  requested  some  time  since,  unless  it  has  been 
already  sent  It  is  of  vast  importance  to  the  cause  our  Societies 
represent,  that  reports  be  made  by  all  existing  organizations,  and 
we  beg  that  yours  be  no  longer  delayed.  The  Committee  are 
earnest  in  this  thing.  They  feel  that  every  Association  in  the 
land  needs  the  report  of  every  other.  The  record  made  up  for 
this  year  should  surpass  all  heretofore  made. 

Sincerely  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 

CL  Ex.  Committe. 
24th  April,  71. 

To  the  President  of  the  Y,  M.  C.  A. 


\muixnp  at  tit  (Sifmtixtiw. 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  May  24^,  1871. 

FIEST  DAY'S  PEOCEEDINGS. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces 
met  this  day  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  Lincoln 
Hall,  corner  9th  and  D  Streets,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was 
called  to  order  at  10  A.M.,  by  the  President  of  the  last  Conven- 
tion, J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.  After  singing  the  hymn 
"Coronation,"  theEev.  Mason  Noble,  D.D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
read  parts  of  the  8rd  and  4th  chapters  of  the  First  Epistle  of 
John,  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Butler,  D.D.,  o( 
Washington,  followed  by  the  singing  of  the  hymn, 

"  Stand  up  for  Jesus.** 
when  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Rankin,  D.D.,  of  Washington,  led  in  prayer, 

F.  H.  Smith,  of  Washington,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

EsMlwd,  That  T.  H.  K.  Enos,  of  Indianapolis,  be  elected  Temporary  Secre- 
tary of  this  Convention. 

J.  S.  Maclean,  President  of  the  last  Convention,  then  made  an 

address  of  welcome  to  the  delegates,  as  follows  : 

Mt  Dbab  Brbthbbk  : 

I,  as  President  of  this  Convention,  with  all  mj  heart  welcome  jou  to  this 
City  of  Washington  and  to  this  meeting  of  the  Convention.  Many  of  us  have 
before  experienced  the  blessedness  and  the  joy  of  meeting  and  communing  with 
each  other  in  this  great  work  which  we  have  in  view.  When  troubled  and 
wearied  with  the  cares  of  business  life  at  home,  I  remember  the  dear  ones  I 
meet  at  these  Conventions,  and  my  heart  thrills  with  comfort  and  joy,  that, 
setting  aside  all  these,  I  can,  year  after  year,  come  here  and  meet  with  you 
and  feel  strengthened,  encouraged  and  blest.  I  know  that  many  hundreds  have 
just  the  same  feeling  and  the  same  desires.  Many  of  you,  though,  are  here 
for  the  first  time,  and  you  have  come  here  desiring  to  know  how  we  do  this 
work,  and  what  we  meet  here  for,  so  as  to  be  strengthened  and  helped  your- 
selves. I  trust  our  meeting  will  be  so  blessed  by  the  Spirit  of  Qod  and  by  our 
own  exertions  as  to  teach  these  new  comers  so  that  they  will  go  home  rejoicing, 
greatly  benefited  and    blessed   to   the  Associations  which   they   represent. 
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Bretliren,  our  work  is  a  great  success.  God  smiles  upon  it.  Angfels  assist  in 
it.  Men  and  women,  too,  everywhere,  believe  in  its  heavenly  mission,  and 
wish  it  God  speed.  How  many  mothers  in  this  land  and  in  our  own  land 
rejoice  to-day  at  the  return  of  prodigal  sons,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
these  Associations,  and  in  the  joy  and  peace  of  seeing  them  clothed  and  in  their 
right  mind  ?  How  many  sisters  and  wives  have  rendered' up  thanks  to  God  for 
the  Young  Men*s  Christian  Associations  ?  Therefore,  we  can  claim  the  promise 
of  God  that  He  will  exceedingly  bless  us,  and  that  He  will  strengthen  us  for 
the  future.  Why  is  this  work  a  success,  and  when  will  it  be  a  success  ?  Just 
in  so  far  as  we  carry  out  the  injunction  and  command  of  our  Saviour  when  He 
gave  us  the  New  Commandment,  "  That  ye  love  one  another,  that  ye  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  your  neighbor  as  yourselves."  And  that  being  the  comer 
stone  of  our  work,  we  can  feel  convinced  that  we  shall  be  still  further  prospered. 
I  heard  in  the  prayer  meeting,  from  an  old  gentleman  belonging  to  Washington, 
that  the  people  of  Washington  have  been  praying  here  all  day  long  for  a  week, 
that  God  will  come  with  you  and  pour  out  His  Spirit  in  the  City  of  Washington 
until  many  hundreds  will  be  converted.  He  said,  "  Brethren,  you  are  marked 
men  in  this  communUy,**  I  took  it  as  he  meant  it,  and  I  felt  that  I  was  a  marked 
man.  We  are  the  followers  of  Christ.  You  are  here  with  your  white  ribbons 
on  your  hearts,  representing  that  you  are  such  ;  that  you  have  taken  manfully 
vows  upon  yourselves,  and  dedicated  yourselves  to  the  blessed  Master's  work. 
You  are  marked  by  God  for  His  service.  Men  around  you  are  looking  to-day  to 
see  how  yon  carry  out  and  live  up  to  the  professions  of  religion  that  you  have 
made.  Brethren,  let  us  live  our  religion ;  let  us,  as  we  walk  the  streets,  and  in 
every  place,  speak  for  Christ,  live  for  Christ  and  work  for  Him.  One  word 
more,  brethren.  It  is  a  singular  coincidence,  in  connection  with  this  Convention — 
and  you  will  pardon  me  for  mentioning  it,  being  a  British  subject — this  is  our 
Queen^s  birth-day.  By  your  real  kindness  and  love  a  British  subject  has  been 
placed  here  to  call  you  to  order  in  the  Capital  of  this  great  country,  in  the  CSty 
of  Washington  to-day.  This  too,  brethren,  just  following  after  this  High 
Commission  has  finished  its  work  and  handed  in  a  treaty  which  I  trust  will  be 
ratified  by  all  in  the  country.  The  spirit  exhibited  here  fills  my  heart  with 
joy.  Brethren,  this  is  not  much,  perhaps,  in  connection  with  our  Association  ; 
but  there  is  this  in  it  to  you,  that  as  young  men  representing  the  different 
countries  come  here  to  talk  about  Christ,  you  are  making  your  mark  upon 
them.  We  are  tying  them  together  and  making  each  other  feel  that  there 
is  a  tie  which  is  closer  than  nationality — the  tie  that  binds  us  close  to  our 
blessed  Lord  and  Master,  King  in  Heaven,  in  whom  we  are  all  heirs,  joint  heirs 
with  Christ  "  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled  and  that  fadeth  not 
away." 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  expression  of  good  will  to  the  Dominion  of  Can> 
ada  made  by  electing  me  last  year  to  this  position,  and  thank  you  most  heartily 
for  the  really  kind  and  generous  assistance  given  to  me  during  the  past  year. 
I  do  trust  we,  while  here  in  Washington,  shall  be  strengthened  and  blessed 
and  leave  a  blessing  which  will  reach  all  over  this  city  and  carry  great  joy  to 
the  Associations  we  represent. 

The  Convention  then  joined  in  singing 

**  My  Country  'tis  of  Thee," 
after  which,  by  request,  H.  Thane  Miller  led  in  prayer^  especially 
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in  behalf  of  the  Queen  of  England,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  Vice-President  Colfax,  who  lay  seriously  ilL 

The  President  requested  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Washington 
to  take  a  seat  on  the  platform ;  and  that  Senator  Wilson  would  in- 
form Vice-President  Colfax  that  earnest  prayers  were  offered  by 
this  Convention  that  his  recovery  might  be  inmiediate. 

S.  S.  Mathews,  Boston,  Mass.,  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  eeyen  be  appointed  to  examine  the  credentials 
of  Delegates  and  Corresponding  Members,  and  prepare  a  list  of  the  same. 

The  following  were  appointed :  S.  S.  Mathews,  Boston,  Mass. ; 

D.  A.  Burr,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  James  Farquhar,  Halifax  ;  Lewis 

Godfrey,  Greenville,  Tena  ;  George  S.  Marsh,  Whitewater,  Wis. ; 

William  E.  Boies,  Northampton,  Mass. ;  C.  G.  Shirk,  Erie,  Pa. 

•Henry  J.  Cowles,  Madison,  Wis.,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  State, 
District,  Territory  and  Province  represented,  be  appointed  to  nominate  per- 
manent officers. 

The  following  were  appointed:  Henry  J.  Cowles,  Madison, 
Wis. ;  David  Bentley,  Montreal,  Quebec ;  Thomas  J.  Wilkie, 
Toronto,  Ontario ;  James  K  Blair,  Truro,  N.  S. ;  J.  B.  Botsford, 
St  Johns,  N.  B. ;  Charles  Palmer,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward's 
Island ;  Andrew  J.  Chase,  Portland,  Maine ;  Hiram  Smart,  Plais- 
tow,  N.  H. ;  A.  C.  Stevens,  Northfield,  Vt ;  Geo.  E.  Lovejoy, 
Lowell,  Mass. ;  K  R  Holden,  Providence,  R  L ;  Dabney  Carr, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  John  L  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  D.  C. 
English,  New  Brunswick,  K  J. ;  G.  W.  Mears,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ; 
J.  G.  Bergen,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  H.  Thane  Miller,  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; 
Wilson  Morrow,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  E.  Wilson,  Springfield,  111. ; 
R  S.  Goodman,  Grand  Eapids,  Mich.;  T.  McClary,  Red  Wing, 
Minn.;  John  K  Cheshire,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Francis H.  Smith,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C;  H.  W.  Beadle,  Alexandiia,  Va.;  Wm.  H.  Irwin,  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Ya. ;  S.  J.  Skinner,  Edenton,  N.  C. ;  Edward  T.  Stokes, 
Greenville,  S.  C. ;  C.  Frederick  Mawley,  Jacksonville,  Flor. ;  H, 
K  Lindsay,  Covington,  Ky. ;  Louis  A.  Rindsell,  Shelbyville, 
Tenn. ;  Allan  R  Foot,  St  Louis,  Mo. ;  R  H.  Browne,  New  Or- 
leans, La. ;  J.  S.  Diehl,  San  Francisco,  CaL 
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S.  S.  Fisher,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  offered  the  following  resolution^ 
which  was  adopted : 

Hesohed,  That  the  rules  of  the  last  Convention  be  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Convention,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

N.  P.  Kemp,  of  Boston,  offered  a  resolution  on  addresses  to  the 
Convention,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  until  the  Committee  on 
Eesolutions  were  appointed. 

M.  R.  Barnard,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Besohed,  That  a  temporary  Committee  on  Business  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  seven  members,  to  whom  all  matters  of  business  shall  be  referred  until  a 
permanent  organization  shall  have  been  effected. 

The  following  were  appointed :  M.  R  Barnard,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.;  George  A.  Young,  Hamilton,  Ont ;  William  M.  Martin, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Alvarado  F.  Gibbons,  Charleston,  W.  Va. ; 
A.  H.  Nelson,  New  Orleans,  La. ;  D.  E.  Small,  York,  Pa ;  J.  C. 
Mackintosh,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted : 

Besoked,  That  the  members  of  the  press,  the  clergymen  of  Washington,  and 
all  other  clergymen  present,  and  also  all  members  of  Associations  not  regularly 
accredited  as  delegates,  be  constituted  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  R  R  McBurney,  of  the  City  of  New- York,  leave 
was  granted  the  Committees  to  retire. 

At  the  request  of  Gen.  0.  O.  Howard,  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Butler, 
D.  D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  Washington.  The  remaining  time  was  spent  in  devotional 
exercises  until  the  Temporary  Business  Committee,  privilege 
being  granted,  presented  their  report,  which  was  adopted,  recom- 
mending that  the  Convention  hold  one  continuous  session  to-day, 
closing  at  8  P.  M. ;  that  a  recess  take  plac§  from  half-past  twelve 
to  one  o^clock,  to  be  followed  by  a  devotional  meeting  of  fifteen 
minutes ;  that  the  last  fifteen  minutes  before  recess,  to-day,  be 
occupied  by  Bro.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  in  an  account  of  the  religious 
interest  of  this  city ;  that  at  1:15  P.  M.,  Reports  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  their  agents  be  read,  followed  by  remarks  from  the 
Corresponding  Members  of  the  States  and  Territories  in  which 
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the  agents  of  the  Executive  Committee  have  labored ;  that  the 
arrangements  of  the  Local  Eeception  Committee  for  the  evening 
meeting  be  adopted ;  that  the  hour  for  assembling  to  morrow 
morning  be  nine  o'clock,  the  first  half  hour  to  be  spent  in  devo- 
tional exercises. 

After  further  devotional  exercises,  the  Committee  on  Permanent 
Organization  reported — 

For  President 
JOHN  WANAMAKER,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

For  Vice-Presidents. 


•  R.  R.  McBURNET,  New-YoA,  N.  T. 
S.  J.  SKINNER,  Edenton,  N.  C. 
CHAS.  CALLENDER,  Newark.  N.  J. 
NOAH  BROOKS.  San  Frandeco,  Cal. 
R.  H.  BROWNE,  New  Orleans,  La. 
T.  J.  CLAXTON,  Montreal,  Quebec. 
M.  S.  CROSBY,  Qnuid  Rapids,  Mich. 


JOHN  KENDRICK,  Providence,  R.  I. 
M.  R.  BARNARD.  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
CLINTON  LLOYD,  Washington,  D.C. 
C.  B.  FISK,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
CHAS.  PALMER,  Prince  Ed.  Island. 
WILLIAM  B.  SIMPSON,  Wheeling:, 
W.Va. 


For  Secretary, 
•  T.  H.  K.  ENOS,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

For  Assistant  Secretaries, 
WILLIAM  H.  HOBBS,  Portland,  Me.  |  H.  J.  COWLES.  Madison,  Wis. 

R  R  McBumey,  N.  Y.,  moved  that  the  nomination  for  Presi- 
dent be  received  and  adopted  by  acclammation.    Carried. 

Mr.  McBumey  declined  the  nomination  of  Vice-President  The 
declination  was  ruled  out  of  order,  and  on  motion  of  J.  Chester, 
of  Cincinnati,  the  Vice-Presidents  and  Secretaries  were  elected 
by  acclamation. 

The  retiring  President,  and  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 

being  appointed  a  Special  Committee  for  that  purpose,  escorted 

the  President  to  the  chair.     The  President  elect,  on  taking  the 

chair,  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows : 

I  am  deeplj  sensible,  my  dear  brethren,  of  the  high,  honor  which  you  have 
bestowed  npon  me.  I  have  no  words  to  thank  you.  There  are  some  things 
that  we  cannot  speak  of,  even  to  each  other.  I  can  only  whisper  what  my 
heart  feels,  in  the  ear  of  Him  whom  we  love  best,  and  thank  Him  for  it,  and  ask 
Him  to  bless  you  all.  I  never  felt  so  weak  in  my  Ufa  I  never  shrunk  from 
anything  as  much  as  I  do  to  take  this  place  to-day.    But,  if  Christ  wants  me,  I 


•  Mr.  MoBurneyandMr.  EnoB  hayinff  declined,  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  waa  substitnted  as 
first  Vice-President  and  John  J.  Piatt  aslSeoretary. 
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am  ready  to  answer  Ills  bidding.  I  ask  yon  to  pray  for  the  officers  that  yon 
have  elected  to-day.  I  ask  you  to  keep  in  mind  the  grand  purpose  for  which 
we  have  come. 

As  I  passed  along  the  streets  this  morning,  I  thought  of  the  last  time  I  was 
in  Washington — nearly  four  years  ago — when,  with  many  others,  we  marched 
along  the  streets,  keeping  step  to  the  music  of  the  band,  and  hastening  to  the 
Capitol  to  pay  our  homage  to  the  great  soldier  of  nations,  our  President. 
But  I  rejoice  the  more  to-day  that  we  have  come  marching  with  songs  of 
Zion,  and  under  the  banner  of  the  cross,  to  gather  around  the  King  of 
Kings,  and  in  the  spirit  of  that  last  song,  to  **  Crown  Jesus  Lord  of  All." 
Dear  brethren,  keep  that  thought  in  view.  It  is  for  the  glory  of  Christ  that 
we  have  come ;  it  is  to  get  nearer  to  the  cross.  Let  the  song  rise,  then,  often 
from  our  hearts,  "  Nearer  my  God  to  Thee,  Nearer  to  Thee.'* 

A  little  lesson  came  to  me  as  I  sat  there  thinking  of  the  vast  interests  that 
centered  in  this  convention,  and  of  our  weakness.  These  beautiful  flowers  caught 
my  eyes,  and  then  I  saw  just  that  little  tiny  wire  that  suspended  them  there 
and  I  thought  of  the  wire  that  reached  away  up  to  the  loving  hand  of  God,  who 
answered  our  prayers  and  sent  dovm  to  us  beautiful  gifts  of  his  favor  and  his 
grace.    Dear  brethren,  let  us  forget  ourselves  and  see  none  but  Jesus. 

One  word  more.  Some  one  said  that  we  are  ''  men  of  mark."  Let  it  be  felt 
in  Washington  that  we  have  made  our  mark.  Reference  has  been  made 
to  the  birthday  of  the  Queen  Ghxl  bless  her.  May  many  birthdays  be  still 
given  to  her.  But  oh,  let  it  be  said  by  some  of  the  brethren  of  this  Con- 
vention while  they  stay  in  Washington, "  Precious  souls  have  been  born  again ;  ** 
And  let  one  and  all  make  a  great  treaty  with  Christ  to  work  for  him,  to  take 
this  land  for  him ;  to  labor  for  him  as  we  have  never  done  in  the  days  that  are 
past. 

Will  you  join,  dear  brethren  of  the  Convention,  in  singing  that  familiar 
hynm, "  Oh,  for  a  Closer  Walk  with  God,"  and  then  we  will  be  led  in  prayer  by 
this  dear,  blessed  man  that  we  have  learned  to  love  so  much,  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent. 

John  S.  Maclean  then  oflfered  prayer.  T.  H.  K.  Enos  declined 
to  serve  as  Secretary,  and  John  L  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y-, 
was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

R  A.  T.  Tarlton,  of  the  London,  Eng.,  and  John  Fernie,  of  the 
Leeds,  Eng.,  Young  Men^s  Christian  Associations,  were  invited  to 
eeats  on  the  platform,  the  audience  rising  to  welcome  them. 

George  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  made  a  report  of  work  per- 
formed by  the  Association  of  that  city,  as  follows : 

I  would  simply  say  that  the  Master  is  here  in  a  very  wonderful  manner.  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  is  passing  through  our  city,  and  is  speaking  to  the  children  of  men 
very  loudly.  We  have  had  a  most  delightful  season  during  these  ten  days  that 
have  passed.  We  have  only  to  ask  that  you  may  pray  for  an  answer  to  the 
prayer  or  semi-prophecy  of  one  of  our  city  pastors,  made  the  other  day,  when 
he  stated  that  it  was  somewhat  singular  that  this  ten  days'  meeting,  though 
appointed  without  thought  of  such  coincidence,  happened  to  be  on  the  very 
days,  when  some  of  the  churches  were  celebrating  the  ten  days  before  Pentecost. 
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His  prayer  was,  that  as  the  coining  Sabbath  will  be  a  day  for  the  celebration 
of  Pentecost,  that  everybody  might  pray  that  it  may  indeed  be  a  Pentecost  for 
the  city  and  the  nation  represented  here.  Mr.  Hall  then  referred  to  the  social 
reception  to  be  held  in  the  evening  at  the  Congregational  Church.  They  would 
be  told  then  about  these  meetings ;  they  would  be  told  how  burdened  souls  had 
risen  and  said,  "  Pray  for  us ; "  how  stricken  and  wounded  souls  had  been 
pointed  to  the  Saviour. 

The  Convention,  after  singing  the  Doxology,  took  a  recess  till 
1:80,  P.  M. 

After  the  recess,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President.  The  devotional  exercises  were  led  by  L  P.  Eowland, 
Jr.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman,  Cephas  Brainerd^  was  read  by  Edgar  A.  Hutchins,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  report 
of  the  Executive  Committea  Robert  Weidensall,  of  Omaha, 
Agent  of  the  Executive  Committee,  then  read  his  Report  (For 
both  documents,  see  Appendix.) 

Columbus  Delano,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  six  Indian 
chiefs,  then  appeared  on  the  platform.  They  were  briefly  wel- 
comed by  President  Wanamaker,  and  prayer  was  ofiered  by  Gen. 
0.  0.  Howard.     After  which  the  Convention  united  in  singing 

"  From  Greenland's  Icy  Mountains.'* 

Addresses  were  made  by  Secretary  Delano,  Vincent  Colyer, 
"  Little  Raven  "  and  "  Buffalo  Goad,"  to  which  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  of 
Philadelphia,  replied. 

The  Doxology  was  then  sung  by  the  Convention. 

J.  F.  Keeler,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  J.  N.  Haskell,  Aurora,  111., 
offered  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  Indians,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Conmiittee  on  Resolutions. 

Geo.  A.  Hall,  Washington,  announced  the  programme  for  the 
Welcome  Meeting  in  the  evening. 

J.  W.  Ray,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  unanimous  consent  to  suspend  the  rules  being  given, 
was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Convention  prepare  and  transmit  to  her 
majesty  Queen  Yictoria  a  birth*daj  congratulation  from  the  Sixteenth  Inter- 
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national  Convention  of  the  Young  Men^s  Christian  AssociationB  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces. 

Mr.  McBuruey  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  asked  to  be 
reKeved  from  serving  as  First  Vice-President  The  resignation 
was  on  motion  accepted.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McBurnej,  L.  P. 
Kowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

J.  S.  Maclean,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  moved  that  W.  Howard  Doane, 
of  Cincinnati,  be  requested  to  lead  the  music  of  the  Convention. 
Carried. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Permanent  Business 
Committee :  M.  R  Barnard,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Alfred  Wicks, 
Brooklyn,  K  Y. ;  A.  H.  Nelson,  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Geo.  A. 
Young,  Hamilton,  O. ;  William  Frew,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  J.  F. 
Culver,  Pontiac,  IlL ;  H.  H.  Merriam,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Geo.  A.  Hall  announced  that  there  would  be  a  devotional 
meeting  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  the  morning,  at 
eight  o^clock; 

The  Convention  then,  after  singing 

"  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds/' 

and  the  Benediction  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reed,  adjourned. 


WELCOME  RECEPTION. 

The  First  Congregational  Church,  comer  of  10th  and  G  Streets^ 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening  Was  densely  crowded  by  the  dele- 
gates and  friends  of  the  Association.  On  the  rear  of  the  pulpit 
the  British  and  American  flags  were  tastefully  arranged,  while 
flowers  in  profusion  ornamented  the  platform. 

The  President  of  the  Washington  Association,  F.  H.  SMiTla, 
presided.  President  Grant,  Secretary  Delano,  General  O.  O. 
Howard,  Hon.  Wm.  Stickney,  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  H.  Thane  Miller, 
John  Wanamaker  and  J.  S.  Maclean,  occupied  seats  on  the  plat- 
form.   A  large  choir  composed  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  under 
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the  direction  of  Prof.  W.  H.  Burlen,  of  the  Metropolitan  M.  E. 
Church  led  the  singing. 

At  7.30  P.M.  the  congregation  joined  in  singing 

"  Coronation." 

The  Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  D.  D.,  read  selections  from  the 
Scriptures,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  J.  G.  McCauley, 
D.D.  The  Chairman  then  introduced  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  spoke  as  follows : 

The  young  gentlemen  of  the  Chrietian  ABSodations  wUl  be  very  much  dlft- 
.  appointed  if  they  expect  any  address  from  ma  If  there  ever  was  an  occasion, 
however,  upon  which  I  should  have  wished  to  deliver  an  address,  I  do  not  know 
any  one  which  would  be  more  Ukely  to  inspire  it  than  to  see  before  me  so  many 
honest  faces,  so  many  people  who  are  engaged  in  a  work  In  which  they  are  shi- 
cere,  and  which  I  believe  folly  is  for  the  general  good.  AU  I  will  say  further 
is  that  I  hope  your  meeting  here  may  be  attended  with  great  good  and  a  great 
national  blessing. 

The  Chairman  then  said : 

We  had  expected,  until  within  a  few  minutes,  to  have  presented  words  of 
welcome  this  evening  to  you  from  our  excellent  Governor,  whose  munificence, 
liberality  and  earnest  friendship  this  Washington  Association  has  never  lacked. 
He  is  not  able  to  be  with  us  on  account  of  indisposition,  and  I  shaU  introduce 
the  Hon.  Columbus  Delano  to  take  his  place  in  welcoming  the  guests  of  the 
Association. 

Secretary  Delano  then  said  : 

I  regret,  my  friends,  as  much  as  you  do  the  necessity  that  introduces  me  to 
say,  or  attempt  to  say,  a  word  or  two  to  you  this  evening.  I  had  the  pleasure 
this  afternoon  of  presenting  to  you  some  living  specimens  of  humanity  who  are 
included  in  the  great  Commandment  of  the  {Saviour  when  he  required  from 
you  and  such  as  we  are,  to  preach  the  (iospeL  When  I  think  about  those  peo- 
ple, representatives  of  what  the  Saviour  had  on  his  mind  when  he  uttered  that 
great  last  legacy  of  mercy  to  mankind,  I  find  myself  occupied  with  so  many 
thoughts  and  reflections  that  are  fit  to  say  on  an  occasion  like  this,  that  I 
Bcarcely  know  which  one  to  direct  or  invite  your  attention  to.  It  has  been  an 
occasion  to  make  me  think  of  what  is  very  commonly  alluded  to,  that  man  in 
aU  conditions,  under  all  circumstances  of  existence,  everywhere  on  this  planet, 
is  a  religious  animal.  He  is  never  satisfied.  There  is  something  within  him 
that  goes  out,  asks  for  and  demands  more  than  he  sees.  It  calls  upon  him  for 
faith,  and  there  is  no  religion  without  faith.  There  is,  therefore,  connected 
vith  civilization,  sonjething  that  man  calls  religion.  And  now  I  would  have 
you  think  to-night,  if  I  had  time  to  dwell  upon  it,  what  form  of  this  religion  is 
best  calculated  for  man's  progress  and  happiness  here  ?  So  that  you  will  see 
that  whether  his  feet  stand  on  the  scorching  sands  of  Africa,  or  the  icebergs 
of  the  Arctic  region,  the  peaks  of  the  Andes,  or  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  he 
will  have  reUgion,  he  will  look  up  to  something  greater  than  himself.  And  in 
most  of  these  forms  and  conditions  of  life  he  wUI  pray,  if  we  define  prayer  to 
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be  the  wisli  and  porpoBe  of  life.  Bo,  if  you  will  reflect  for  a  single  moment, 
you  will  see  tliat  onr  Christian  civilization  is  that  whereby  man  acquires 
more  happiness  here  as  well  as,  we  hope,  and  as  we  think,  obtains  a 
better  prospect  hereafter.  It  is  this  Christian  civilization,  my  brethren,  that 
you  are  here  to-night  to  advance.  You  came  here  to  show  us  the  works  of  this 
civilization,  how  much  superior  they  are  to  that  civilization  which  is  manifest' 
ing  itself  in  the  world  under  other  religions  than  that  of  Christ.  It  is,  there^ 
fore,  this  Christian  civiU&tion  with  its  benevolence  here,  with  its  influence  that 
goes  everywhere  where  itJi  carried,  and  insisted  upon  in  purity  and  sincerity, 
that  your  great  work  is  to  assist  in  accomplishing.  And  if  this  planet  and  the 
people  who  inhabit  it  ever  should  be  prompted  to  allow  our  religion  to  reign,  or 
if  ever  prepared  for  that  great  day  of  the  millenium,  I  expect  to  see  it  prepared 
in  part  at  least,  by  the  work  of  what  I  might  call  to-night  the  Young  Men*s 
Christian  Associations'  work.  I  cannot  reflect  upon  the  themes  and  topics  that 
this  subject  brings  to  my  mind  without  having  prominently  before  me  under 
consideration  the  perpetuity  and  the*future  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this 
great  nation  of  wliioh  you  and  I  are  a  part.  I  ask  myself  how  far  republican 
institutions  are  to  extend?  How  much  area  on  this  planet  can  they  embrace? 
How  dense  a  population  can  be  brought  into  this  country  and  still  order,  law, 
with  all  their  benign  influences,  be  preserved?  Don't  suppose  when  I  suggest 
this  thought,  that  I  wish  to  bring  to  your  minds  fears  and  apprehensions  upon 
my  part  as  to  the  future  of  this  great  work  of  humanity  and  progress  under  our 
republican  institutions.  For  I  believe  your  organization  and  such  as  yours  may 
make  our  institutions  perpetual.  I  believe  you  may  c(mipact  our  cities  with 
elements  inclining  to  disorder,  compact  our  prairies  with  a  population  having 
within  it  similar  elements  of  discord ;  but  if  you  can  preserve  a  purity  and 
power  the  influence  of  Christ  everywhere  in  the  form  of  Christian  civilization, 
I  believe  you  can  make  the  existence  of  our  institutions  perpetual.  Why  should 
I  not,  therefore,  being  in  some  small  degree  connected  with  this  great  work, 
say  to  you  I  ai^glad  to  meet  you  here  at  the  centre  of  the  Government,  to  give 
strength  to  the  hands  and  support  to  the  arms  of  the  great  and  good  man  who 
presides  over  our  institutions. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  Hon.  William  Stickney,  of 
Washington,  who  said : 

DUegatet  of  the  SiacUenth  International  Convention  of  the  Young  Men* 9  Chrietian 
Aesoeiation* : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  have 
each  extended  to  you  a  welcome  to  the  national  metropolis.  It  is  my  agreeable 
duty,  on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  to  bid  you  welcome  to  the  homes,  the  hospi- 
talities, the  hearts,  the  churches,  and  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  people  of 
Washington.  At  Indianapolis,  last  year,  we  promised  you  a  warm  reception 
and  hearty  greeting.  We  intend  to  keep  our  word,  and  do  our  best  to  min- 
ister to  your  comfort  and  happiness.  Our  friends  have  generously  responded 
to  the  request  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  this  city  to  receive  you  as  their  guests.  The 
churches  have  been  earnestly  invoking  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  Conven- 
tion, and  will  labor  earnestly  to  render  it  a  triumphant  success. 

We  wish  to  see  a  fresh  impulse  given  to  our  Christian  activities ;  new  chan- 
nels of  usefulness  opened ;  the  bonds  of  fellowship  strengthened ;  the  weak 
and  fainting  cheered  and  encouraged,  and  an  abundant  harvest  of  precious 


souls  rescued  from  the  power  of  sin  and  saved  to  holiness,  to  usefulness,  and 
to  God. 

The  echoes  of  the  rousing  songs  we  sung,  and  the  fervent  prayers  offered 
last  jear,  still  linger  in  our  memories.  Again  would  our  souls  glow  with 
the  inspiration  that  will  incite  to  more  heroic  deeds  and  nobler  efforts.  One 
year's  campaign  has  closed  and  another  begins.  We  meet,  not  for  festive  en- 
tertainment, nor  for  a  dress  parade,  but  in  council.  The  victories  and  defeats 
of  the  past  are  to  be  reviewed  with  the  hope  that  even  greater  triamphs  may 
crown  the  new  year. 

While  here  you  will  avail  yourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  chief 
attractions  of  our  city  and  neighborhood. 

first  among  these  is  Mount  Vernon,  about  fourteen  miles  down  the  Potomac. 
The  home  and  tomb  of  Washington  are  sacred,  not  only  to  his  countrymen, 
but  to  all  who  would  do  homage  to  the  highest  virtue,  the  purest  patriotism, 
and  the  most  sublime  philanthropy.  Our  excellent  and  worthy  President  of 
the  Washington  Toung  Men*B  Christian  Association  has  made  arrangements 
for  an  excursion  to  this  place. 

In  visiting  Mount  Vernon,  the  boat  will  pass  the  ancient  town  of  Alexandria. 
Whether  it  was  founded  by  the  Macedonian  conqueror  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say,  hot  its  present  appearance  would  seem  to  render  it  a  formidable  competitor 
with  its  namesake  on  the  Nile  for  equal  if  not  greater  antiquity. 

Tour  attention  will  be  attracted  to  the  singular  building  with  marble  walls 
and>vooden  roof  on  the  Government  reservation  below  the  President's  (Wash- 
ington Monument).  The  fact  that  splendid  results  often  follow  insignificant 
beginnings  needs  no  demonstration.  We  have  here  an  illustrious  illustration 
of  the  converse  of  that  proposition. 

Pursuing  your  way  east  you  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  limpid  stream  vul« 
garly  known  as  the  Washington  Canal.  Having  ceased  to  be  useful,  it  is 
maintained  simply  as  an  ornament.  As  the  Board  of  Health  propose  soon  to 
abolish  this  famous  institution,  you  should  take  the  opportunity  to  see  it  before 
H  is  lost  forev.er. 

You  next  come  to  the  Agricultural  Building,  alike  useful,  ornamental  and 
creditable  to  the  nation  and  the  Administration. 

Adjoining  that  is  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  founded  by  the  liberality  of 
James  Smithson,  an  Englishman,  who  left  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  "  an 
establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  No 
one  is  likely  to  doubt  it  had  been  well  diffused. 

Pursuing  your  way  upon  the  banks  aforesaid,  you  will  cross  the  Agricul- 
tural gardens,  used  chiefly  to  supply  members  of  Congress  and  their  friends 
with  bouquets,  and  then  approach  that  structure  which  stands  without  a  peer 
in  this  or  any  other  country — ^the  nation's  Capitol. 

In  1793,  its  comer  stone  was  laid  true  and  square  by  Washington.  No 
wonder  the  red  men  of  the  forest,  as  they  gazed  upon  it  a  few  days  ago,  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  that  it  was  the  handiwork  of  man. 

Some  few  persons  have  agitated  the  subject  of  removing  this  building 
beyond  the  Alleghanies ;  but,  as  it  was  urged  that  to  do  so  would  not  be  treat- 
ing the  memory  of  Washington  with  proper  respect,  that  its  corner  stono  was 
so  firmly  imbedded  in  the  soil  as  to  render  the  task  extremely  difiicult,  and  as 
Mount  Vernon  cannot  well  go,  too,  the  project  has  been  abandoned. 
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I  might  direct  your  attention  to  many  other  objects  of  interest  in  and  around 
the  metropolis,  but  will  refer  you  to  the  ordinary  means  of  information  on 
these  subjects. 

I  should  not  omit  to  mention  the  Women*B  Ghristiail  Association,  as  one 
among  the  many  benevolent  institutions  of  the  city.  Though  only  about  a 
J  ear  old,  it  can  show  a  record  of  good  deeds  of  which  many  more  pretentious 
might  justly  feel  proud.  You  will  be  welcome  there.  With  the  hope  that  no 
discordant  note  may  destroy  the  harmony  of  your  deliberations,  and  that  all  may 
illustrate  the  beauty  of  holiness  and  the  spirit  of  forbearance,  and  that  each 
heart  may  receive  such  an  inspiration  of  heavenly  love  and  joy,  that,  like  a 
swollen  river,  it  will  overflow  and  cause  this  thirsty  city  to  rejoice  and  be  glad 
on  account  of  your  presence,  I  close  with  again  giving  you,  one  and  all,  a 
warm,  earnest,  generous,  and  sincere  Christian  greeting  and  welcome  to  the 
nation's  capital. 

Pro£  Burlen  sang 

*'  One  More  Year's  Work  for  Jesus,'' 
the  audience  joining  in  the  chorua 

The  first  responsive  address  was  made  by  George  H.  Stuart,  ot 
Philadelphia,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  President  of  the  Young  M^n's 
Cliristian  Association  of  Washington,  and  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  repre- 
senting the  government  of  this  territory,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  776 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  scattered  over  this  continent  from  the  Gulf 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  in  the  name  of  these  776  and  their  130,000  members,  we 
thank  you  to-night  with  all  our  hearts  for  these  kind  Christian  words  of  greet- 
ing to  these  delegates  meeting  to-day  in  their  sixteenth  annual  convocation. 
Twenty-seven  years  ago,  in  an  upper  chamber,  under  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's 
in  London,  a  young  man  named  George  Williams  asked  some  companions  to 
kneel  together  with  him  in  prayer.  There  this  Association  was  formed  in  the 
month  of  June,  1844,  soon  after  taking  root  in  Cincinnati,  Montreal  and  Boston, 
and  spreading  all  over  the  country,  uniting  together  the  Christian  young  men 
not  under  the  banner  of  any  single  denomination,  but  under  the  glorious 
blood- bought  banner  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

They  are  banded  together  to  seek  the  salvation  of  the  six  or  seven  millions 
of  young  men  of  this  continent  between  the  years  of  eighteen  and  forty -five, 
who  to-night  are  pressing  down  the  broad  road  that  leads  to  everlasting  de- 
struction. There  is  work  here  for  us  to  do.  Work  that  will  tell,  not  only  upon 
the  future  civilization  of  this  country,  but  work  that  will  tell  through  coming 
ages.  We  have  met  xmder  peculiarly  happy  circumstances,  for,  while  our  plat- 
form has  been  graced  with  Governors  and  Senators  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions, 
for  the  first  time  we  are  honored  to-night  with  the  presence  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  these  United  States.  And  President  Grant,  in  honoring  this  Conven- 
tion with  his  presence,  in  speaking  these  noble  words  of  Christian  sympathy 
to  us,  has  not  only  honored  us,  but  has  honored  himself. 

On  this,  the  birthday  of  Queen  Victoria,  and  on  this  the  day  we  hope  will 
be  ever  afterward  made  immortal  as  the  day  on  which  the  ratification  of  an 
everlasting  peace  between  these  countries  shall  be  signed,  I  would  say  God  bless 
the  Queen  and  God  bless  President  Grant,  and  long  may  they  be  permitted  to 
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reign  over  these  great  free  nations,  the  two  great  Protestant  nations  of  the 
world ;  two  nations  that  are  destined  to  give  the  Gospel  not  onlj  to  the  Indians 
of  America,  hnt  to  the  whole  world.  Young  men  of  America,  realise  to  night 
as  jon  never  have  before  the  position  jon  occupy !  Oh  I  for  the  burning  zeal 
of  John  Knox,  that  we  might  cry,  "  Lord,  give  us  America  for  Jesus,"  or  we'll 
die  in  His  cause.  I  thank  you,  brethren,  for  these  Christian  words  of  cheer 
which  you  have  extended  to  us  to-night.  I  pray  God  will  pour  down  a  blessing 
on  the  City  of  Washington. 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  next  spoke,  as  follows : 

When  I  was  told  to<lay  that  I  was  to  take  a  portion  of  the  twenty  minutes 
allowed  for  speaking  to-night,  I  told  them  I  thought  it  was  a  very  little  time 
for  so  many  great  men  to  say  much.  But  they  assured  me  that  in  all  his  life- 
time the  President  of  the  United  States  was  never  known  to  bore  an  audience 
with  a  long  speech,  and  that  they  knew  the  rest  of  us  would  follow  his  good 
example.  Well,  I  am  aAraid  you  will  say  to  me,  as  a  very  good  woman  said 
once  to  her  husband,  (she  had  him  in  excellent  training,)  that  is  what  I  ad- 
vise all  to  begin  with  ladies ;  he  hadn't  much  voice  in  the  house ;  but  he  was 
told  by  a  friend  on  one  occasion  to  go  home,  and  he  said :  **  When  you  go  there 
kick  the  dog,  and  kick  the  cat,  and  if  your  wife  says  anything  to  you  tell  her  to 
speak  when  she  is  spoken  to."  He  did  so.  He  kicked  the  dog,  and  kicked  the 
cat,  and  when  his  wife  asked  him  what  he  did  that  for,  said,  "  Speak  when  you 
are  spoken  to.**  But  she  took  him  by  the  ear,  and  said,  "  You  begun  tha^  a 
little  to  late,  Johnny." 

I  hope  that  you  will  not  feel  that  about  me,  for  my  commencing  here  lat« 
to-night  was  not  owing  to  my  fault  or  President  Grant's.  I  want  to  say 
this  to  you.  I  think  you  always  make  a  mistake  in  this  Convention.  A  few 
old  men  like  Stuart  and  mybelf  are  called  upon  to  respond  for  the  young  men. 
The  young  men  can  do  a  great  deal  better,  but  the  young  men  are  very  diffi- 
dent. 

We  have  met  here,  dear  friends  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  standing 
around  the  feet  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  discuss  distinctively  and  nothing 
else,  the  best  way  of  serving  our  Master  in  saving  young  men.  We  want  to 
know  how  this  is  to  be  done.  The  means  that  have  been  tried  and  failed,  we 
reject.  Called  to  practical  duty  as  we  are,  the  experiences  of  our  brothers  that 
have  succeeded  we  adopt.  So  we  have  come  to  discuss  practical  topics.  Gentle- 
men of  the  Convention  don't  neglect  the  business  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Miller  exhorted  any  in  the  house  that  were  not  Christians  to  give  their 
hearts  to  Jesus,  referring  to  the  recent  death  of  his  beloved  father,  and 
thanking  God  for  his  aid  in  enabling  him  to  bear  the  bereavement  with  resign 
nation  and  thanksgiving,  and  making  him  feel  the  value  of  religion  in  affliction. 

At  the  request  of  the  audience  Mr.  Miller  sang  two  verses  of 
"  The  Old,  Old  Story," 
the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

President  Wanamaker  then  said  : 

As  we  long  to  take  by  the  hand  the  good  people  that  have  extended  thifr 
Christian  welcome  to  us  to-night,  I  will  be  very  brief.  I  must  say  that  we 
anticipated  much,  and  have  looked  forward  for  a  whole  year  to  this  meeting  in 
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ottr  nation's  capital.  We  ftU  the  welcome  before  a  single  word  was  uttered. 
So  soon  as  we  entered  the  depot  this  morning,  there  greeted  us  in  great  words 
WELCOME.  Every  face  has  spoken  it  to-day.  Every  home  has  thrown  its 
doors  wid#  open.  We  have  been  warmly  received  in  other  cities,  bat  we  mast 
say  the  welcome  you  have  given  us  surpasses  them  all.  There  is  but  one 
thing  more  you  can  do  for  us.  Let  me  ask  you  to  do  that  one  thing.  Pray 
for  us.  Pray  for  us  that  God  may  help  us  and  guide  us  in  the  great  work 
that  we  have  come  to  do.  We  invite  the  citizens  of  Washington  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Convention,  and  the  prayer  meeting  before  the  hour  of  its 
business  sessions.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  a  kind  invitation  from  our 
noble  President— another  welcome  for  us  and  our  friends,  to  visit  him  at  the 
White  Hosue,  to-morrow  evening,  firom  9:80  to  10  o'clock,  and,  in  your  name, 
I  thank  him,  and  accept  his  generous  hospitality. 

The  Chairman,  F.  H.  Smith,  announced  that  the  excursion  to 
Mount  Vernon  would  take  place  on  Monday,  and  that  by  the 
generosity  of  Governor  Cooke,  steamers  had  been  provided  for 
the  occasion,  that  all  delegates  would  go  as  guests. 

The  audience  then  joined  in  singing 

"  God  Save  the  Queen." 

John  S.  Maclean,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  said : 

We  will  now  respond  in  behalf  of  the  Queen.  I  can  only  say  I  wish  the 
Queen  of  England  was  here  to-night  to  hear  an  American  audience  with  such 
heart,  with  such  affection,  sing  this  national  anthem  of  our  great  country. 
I  do  thank  you  for  the  noble  manner  in  which  you  sing  it. 

Rev.  Gea  Douglass,  D.  D.,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  said : 

I  concur  in  the  statements  of  my  worthy  Mend,  Mr.  Maclean,  in  offering  to 
you  my  profound  thanks  for  the  magnificent  spirit  in  which  you  have  given 
utterance  to  our  great  national  anthem.  I  believe,  sir,  that  a  grander  era  is 
coming  to  this  great  American  Continent.  In  conversation  with  a  Senator  this 
morning,  he  told  me  his  conviction  was  that  the  events  which  were  transpiring 
now  will  teU  upon  remotest  ages ;  that  the  confirmation,  which  I  am  told  is 
likely  to  occur  to  night,  of  this  great  treaty  of  peace,  will  be  the  means  of  up- 
lifting the  genius  of  liberty  as  ^^11  as  inaugurate  an  era  of  peace  to  the  entire 
world.    I  thank  you  again  for  the  cordiality  of  your  response. 

The  audience  now  sang      ^ 

"  My  Country  Tis  of  Thee," 

and  the  Doxology ;  and  the  formal  exercises  of  the  evening  were 
closed.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  given  to  social  inter- 
coursa 
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SECOND  DAY'S  PEOCEEDINGS. 

May  25th,  1871. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at 
9:30  A.  M.     After  singing, 

"  Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  CroBS?  " 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Longacre,  of  N.  J.,  read  the  first  chapter  of  Colossians ; 
and  prayer  was  ojBTered  by  Robert  Tarlton,  of  London,  England. 
The  minutes  of  the  first  day's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Committees : 

Committee  on  Associations — David  Bentley,  Montreal,  Canada ; 
W.  J.  Beck,  Antigonish,  Nova  Scotia ;  Russell  Sturges,  Jr., 
Boston,  Mass. ;  L.  C.  Partridge.  Waybridge,  Vt ;  Geo.  White- 
field,  Salem,  Ohio ;  James  Buchanan,  Trenton,  N.  J. ;  W.  De- 
golyer,  Chicago,  Dl. 

Committee  on  Puhlie  and  Devotional  Meetings — 0.  O.  Howard, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  K  A.  Bumell,  Aurora,  HI. ;  Ira  D.  Sankey, 
Newcastle,  Pa. ;  K  W.  Chase,  St  Paul,  Min. ;  Edwin  B.  Smith, 
Westfield,  Mass. ;  A.  R  Foot,  St  Louis,  Mo. ;  E.  J.  Wilkie, 
Toronto. 

Committee  on  Executive  Committee's  Report — John  S.  Maclean 
Halifax,  N.  S. ;  H.  L  Harrison,  E.  Saginaw,  Mich. ;  F.  H.  Smith, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  J.  H.  White,  Davenport,  Iowa ;  James  Hogg, 
Baltimore,  Md. ;  A.  S.  Reeves,  Covington,  Ky. ;  J.  G.  Parkhurst, 
Providence,  R  L 

Committee  on  Resolutions — Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Cincinnati,  0. 
C.  E.  Morris,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  T.  Kirkwood,  Janesville,  Wis. 

The  Business  Committee  presented  a  report,  which  was  adopt 
ed,  recommending  that  the  daily  sessions  of  this  Convention  con 
tinue  from  9  A.  M.  to  3^  P.  M.,  including  a  recess  from  12i  to  1 
P.M. 

That  the  order  of  business  for  to-day  be  as  follows : 

9   to   94 — Devotional  Exerdses. 

9i  to  10} — Reading  Minutes  and  Misoenaneoas  Bosiness. 
loi  to  llj— Topic:  "  God'B  Word.    How  ehall  it  be  studied,  and  how  shall 
the  study  of  it  be  promoted  in  our  Associations  ?  "    Discussion 
opened  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Hi  to  121 — Topic :  "  State  Conventions,  and  how  to  organize  and  conduct 
them."  Discussion  opened  by  Corresponding  Members  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

121  to  121 — Miscellaneous  Business. 

121  to    1  —Recess. 

1  to    11 — Devotional  Exercises. 

li  to  2  — Topic :  "  Secular  Instruction.  What  place  should  it  have  in  the 
work  of  our  Associations  ?  "  Discussion  opened  by  T.  James 
Claxton,  of  Montreal. 

2  to    3  — Topic :  *'  Modern  Scepticism  in  its  relations  to  Young  Men.   How 

shall  it  be  met  by  our  Associations  ?  "    Discussion  opened  by 
Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.D.,  LL  D.,  Williams'  College. 
8    to  81 — Miscellaneous  Business. 

Resolutions  and  Memorials  being  now  in  order,  N.  P.  Kemp, 
Boston,  offered  a  resolution  regarding  the  Sabbath ;  John  Peter- 
son, Leominster,  Mass.,  on  the  use  of  Tobacco ;  H.  KL  Cormack, 
Frederick  City,  Md.,  Thanks  to  President  Grant ;  K  A.  Burnell, 
Aurora,  Ind.,  in  reference  to  Meetings  ;  0.  W.  Shoemaker,  Phil., 
on  Temperance. 

The  above  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

On  the  motion  of  Sheriff  Thomas,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  the  Con- 
vention elected  as  Corresponding  Member,  Henry  Magilton,  from 
Hamilton,  who  had  come  to  this  Convention  to  represent  a  Boys' 
Association — the  only  one  in  Canada. 

The  following  topic  was  then  discussed :  God's  Word — How 
Shall  it  be  Studied,  and  How  Shall  the  Study  of  it  be  Pro- 
moted in  our  Associations  ?  "  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  opened  the  discussion. 

Mk.  President  and  Brethren  :— The  question  before  us  is  one  of  tlie 
utmost  importance  to  the  Associations.  I  honor  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  for  carrying  forward  in  the  churches  two  grand  thoughts.  One  is 
the  exemplification  of  the  power  of  that  Christianity,  the  grand  expression  of 
that  Divine  Trust,  for  which  our  Redeemer  prayed  in  the  prayer  of  interces- 
sion, referred  to  already  in  the  sessions  of  this  body,  promoting  the  growth  of 
one  Christian  Church  of  all  denominations.  We  honor  this  Association  for  that 
grand  result.  Another  thing ;  the  oflBce  and  duty  of  the  Christian  Church  to 
represent  Jesus  Christ  aright  to  men,  and  to  seek  the  salvation  of  sinners, 
ha^  been  shown  to  the  Christian  world  and  to  the  Christian  Church  in  a  new 
light  by  the  efibrts  of  these  Christian  Associations. 

Now,  there  is  one  point  in  advance  for  these  Associations  to  take— that  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  may  be  vivified  anew  with  the  life  of  God  which  has 
come  down  from  Heaven.  We  are  all  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  We 
believe  that  the  Christian  Church  is  ordained  of  God ;  that  it  is  an  institution 
on  earth,  which  is  competent  to  do  all  of  God's  work  on  earth.  We  heartily 
believe  that  there  is  no  antagonism  between  these  Associations  and  the 
churches,  because  the  churches  are  here  in  them  ;  but  brethren,  this  Associa* 
tion  is  not  ordained  of  God  in  the  sense  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  Associa- 
tion is  temporary  in  its  object  so  far  as  this  is  concerned.    When  the  Church  of 
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Christ  will  awake  to  its  work ;  when  the  rank  and  file  will  gird  on  the  Gospel 
armor  and  go  forth  into  the  battle  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  then  these 
Associations  will  find  their  work  taken  up  by  the  God-ordained  organization — 
the  Christian  Church,  and  the  occasion  for  a  separate  organization  will  cease. 

Then  I  submit,  my  chief  point  is  that  suggested  in  How  Shall  God*8  Word 
be  Studied  ?  How  best  to  promote  in  this  Association  the  study  of  that  word 
so  as  to  react  upon  the  churches  and  bring  in  a  new  life,  a  new  power  through 
the  whole  body?  How  is  it  that  the  Bible  which  is  used  so  freely  in  our 
land  has  so  little  power  over  the  lives  of  men  1  How  is  it  that  in  our  Chris- 
tian Churches  the  members  throughout  in  the  mass  are  so  little  animated  by  its 
spirit ;  so  little  filled  with  the  Divine  life  which  is  in  it ;  so  little  imbued  and 
furnished  with  the  Divine  power  which  God  freely  offers  to  every  believer  in  his 
dear  Son? 

Now  to  answer  this  question,  brethren,  we  have  to  look  bKck  a  little.  We 
see  all  through  the  revelation  of  Ood's  Word  that  the  revelation  came  down  to 
men.  God  appeared  in  human  fonn.  He  represented  Himself  so  that  our  first 
parents  and  all  who  followed  and  loved  Him  received  a  revelation  from  Him. 
We  see  that  revelation  after  the  flood  divided,  one  part  going  off  being  covered 
with  the  traditions  of  heathendom  till  now  it  flickers  merely  upon  the  heathen 
world.  Another  part  remained  in  the  Jewish  Church  until  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  God.  Notice  just  this  thing.  While  the  scaffolds  and  ceremonies  of 
the  old  Jewish  Church  were  to  bring  the  Son  of  God  before  men,  to  bring  Him 
down  to  human  life  in  a  human  form  and  so  express  the  mind  of  God,  that  the 
man  Chript  Jesus  coming  before  the  world  said,  "  I  am  the  Truth.'*  What  has 
been  the  result  in  heathendom  of  that  truth  ?    What  do  we  now  have  to-day  ? 

We  find  this  word  encumbered  with  grossest  traditions  in  the  heathen  world. 
We  find  others  under  the  bondage  of  tradition,  such  as  the  Jews  who  hold  to 
the  Old  Testament  letter  when  the  Son  of  God  came  to  break  that  bondage.  I 
know  nothing  by  which  I  can  show  the  power  of  this  word  better  in  contrast  with 
Heathenism,  and  under  traditional  rational  Christianity,  than  by  two  testimonies 
I  have  read.  One  given  by  a  distinguished  and  learned  Brahmin.  It  comes 
from  one  of  the  Missionaries  of  the  Arcot  (India,)  Mission.  It  is  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  of  the  Arcot  (India)  Mission,  having  secured  the  erection  of 
a  building  for  a  free  reading  room  at  his  station,  Mudnapilly,  reports  in  the 
Soioer  an  occurrence  of  much  interest,  thus : 

'*  An  incident  occurred  this  (Wednesday)  evening  which  has  made  a  profound 
impression  on  my  mind.  At  the  close  of  the  lecture,  which  was  attentively  lis- 
tened to  by  an  audience  of  one  hundred  and  eighty,  composed  of  Brahmins, 
merchants,  farmers,  artisans,  oflScials  and  students,  and  which  I  concluded  with 
a  short  prayer,  as  I  took  my  hat  to  come  away,  a  Brahmin,  one  of  the  best  edii- 
cated  in  the  place,  arose  and  politely  asked  permission  to  say  a  word.    He  said  : 

'  Behold  that  mango-tree  on  yonder'  roadside.  Its  fruit  is  approaching  to 
ripeness  Bears  it  that  trait  for  itself,  or  for  its  own  profit  ?  From  the  moment 
the  first  ripe  fruits  turn  their  yellow  sides  toward  the  morning  sun  until  the 
last  mango  is  pelted  off;  it  is  assailed  with  showers  of  sticks  and  stones,  from 
boys  and  men  and  every  passer-by,  until  it  stands  bereft  of  leaves,  with 
branches  knocked  off,  and  bleeding  from  many  a  broken  twig.  And  piles  of 
stones  underneath,  and  clubs  and  sticks  lodged  in  its  boughs,  are  the  only 
trophies  of  its  joyous  crop  of  fruit?  Is  it  discouraged?  Does  it  cease  to  bear 
fruit  ?  Does  it  say,  if  I  am  barren  no  one  will  pelt  me  and  I  shall  live  in 
peace  ?    Not  at  all.    The  next  season  the  budding  leaves,  the  beauteous  flow- 
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ers,  the  tender  fruit  agfain  appear.  Again  it  ie  pelted,  and  broken,  and  wounded, 
but  it  goes  on  bearing,  and  children's  children  pelt  its  branches  and  enjoy  its 
Iruit. 

'  That  is  a  type  of  these  missionaries.  I  have  watched  them  well,  and  have 
seen  what  they  are.  What  do  they  come  to  this  country  for?  What  tempts 
them  to  leave  their  parents,  friends  and  country,  and  come  to  this,  to  them,  un- 
healthy climate?  Is  it  for  gain  or  profit  that  they  come?  Some  of  us  country 
clerks  in  government  offices  receive  more  salary  than  they.  Is  it  for  the  sake 
of  an  easy  life  ?  See  how  they  work,  and  then  tell  me.  No.  They  seek,  Uke 
the  mango-tree,  to  hear  fruit  for  the  benefit  of  ot?UT»t  and  that  though  treated 
with  contumely  and  abuse  from  those  they  are  benefiting. 

'  Now  look  at  this  missionary.  He  came  here  a  few  years  ago,  leaving  all 
and  seeking  only  our  good.  He  was  met  with  cold  looks  and  suspicious  glances, 
and  shunned,  and  avoided,  and  maligned.  He  sought  to  talk  with  us  of  what 
he  told  us  was  the  matter  of  most  importance  in  heaven  or  earth,  and  we  would 
not  listen  ;  but  he  was  not  discouraged.  He  started  a  dispensary,  and  we  said  ; 
Let  the  Pariahs  take  his  medicines,  we  won*t ;  but  in  the  times  of  our  sickness, 
and  distress,  and  fear,  we  had  to  go  to  him,  and  he  healed  us.  We  complained 
if  he  walked  through  our  Brahmin  streets ;  but  ere  long,  when  our  wives  and 
daughters  were  in  sickness  and  anguish,  we  went  and  begged  him  to  come  even 
into  our  inner  apartments,  and  he  came,  and  our  daughters  and  wives  now 
smile  upon  us  in  health.  Has  he  made  any  money  by  it  ?  Even  the  cost  of 
the  medicines  has  not  been  returned  to  him. 

'  And  now,  in  spite  of  our  opposition,  he  has  bought  this  site,  and  built  this 
beautiful  loom,  and  furnished  it  with  the  choicest  of  lore  in  many  languages, 
and  put  in  it  newspapers  and  periodicals  which  were  inaccessible  to  us  before, 
but  which  help  us  now  to  keep  up  with  the* world  around  us  and  understand 
passing  events ;  and  he  has  placed  here  tables  to  write  on,  and  chairs  to  sit  in, 
and  lamps  for  us  to  read  and  write  by  in  the  evenings.  And  what  does  he  get 
for  all  this  ?  Does  he  make  money  by  this  free  reading  room  ?  Why,  we  don't 
even  pay  for  the  lamp  oil  consumed  night  by  night  as  we  read. 

'  Now  what  is  it  makes  him  do  all  this  for  us  ?  Itiihii  Bible.  IVe  looked 
into  it  a  good  deal,  at  one  time  and  another,  in  the  different  languages  I  chance 
to  know.  It  is  just  the  same  in  all  languages.  The  Bible— there  is  nothing  to 
compare  with  it  in  all  our  sacred  books  for  goodness  and  purity,  and  holiness 
and  love,  and  for  motives  of  action.  Where  did  the  English  speaking  people 
get  all  their  intelligence,  and  energy,  and  cleverness,  and  power  ?  It  is  their 
Bible  that  gives  it  to  them.  And  now  they  bring  it  to  us  and  say  :  *  This  is 
what  raised  us,  take  it  and  raise  yourselves.'  They  do  not  force  it  upon  us  as 
the  Mahommedans  used  to  their  Koran,  but  they  bring  it  in  love,  and  translate 
it  into  our  languages,  and  lay  it  before  us,  and  say:  'Look  at  it.  Read  it. 
Examine  it  and  see  if  it  is  not  good.'  Of  one  thing  I  am  convinced.  Do  what 
we  will,  oppose  it  as  we  may,  it  is  the  Christian's  Bible  that  will  sooner  or  later 
work  the  regeneration  of  this  land.'  "    That  is  a  testimony  of  a  Brahmin. 

I  take  up  a  pamphlet  and  read  an  article  entitled  "  The  Buddhist "  ''  Path 
of  Virtue,"  by  that  eloquent  expounder  of  the  New  England  Brahmin  phil- 
osophy, Thomas  Went  worth  Higginson.  After  quoting  many  sentences  of 
noble  moral  sentiments,  he  adds :  "  If  we  had  been  brought  up  to  hear  their 
eloquent  sentences  read  at  family  prayers  by  our  parents,  had  learned  them  by 
heart  for  our  Sunday  School  lesson,  had  heard  them  recited  in  liturgies,  intoned 
in  chants,  would  they  touch  us  more  or  less  than  when  they  come  to  us  thus 
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freshly,  just  brought  from  an  unknown  Unguage  and  a  &r-off  land?"  ("Radi 
cal,  pp.  863.") 

The  Brahmin  in  India  says,  "  give  us  the  Bible,  that  alone  can  raise  us." 
The  Brahmin  in  America  turns  otot  the  Buddhist's  Bible  with  applause,  because 
every  thing  peculiar  to  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  left  out. 

The  one  out  of  his  desolation  cries  out  for  the  living  truth.  The  other  hav- 
ing drawn  the  highest  culture  from  the  living  fountain,  blindly  seeks  to  hew 
out  cisterns,  and  refit  the  broken  cisterns  of  the  ages,  for  the  use  of  thirsty 
and  dying  men.  And  this  result  arises  fh>m  the  use  of  the  intellect-  without 
the  heart — the  exaltation  of  reason  above  faith,  in  the  search  of  Divine  Truth. 

The  power  that  the  Redeemer  meant  when  He  said :  "  He  that  believeth  on 
me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also,  and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he 
do,  because  I  go  unto  My  Father.*'  That  was  said  to  the  Christian  Church. 
Now,  my  friends,  the  great  point  is,  how  shall  we  do  these  works  T  Earnest- 
ness will  not  do  them.  Zeal  will  not  do  them.  Memory,  recitation,  intellectual 
knowledge  of  the  highest  kind  will  not  do  them.  What  will  ?  Go  to  New- 
York  City  and  ask  the  Superintendant  of  City  Missions  who  is  the  best  worker 
to  win  souls  to  Christ?  You  will  not  find  that  worker  among  the  learned  di- 
vines, nor  in  the  walks  of  wealth  and  £uhion — albeit  many  holy  men  and  wo- 
men are  in  all  their  circles.  You  will  find  her  a  poor  washerwoman  of  the  Old 
Sixth  Ward.  She  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  more  souls  in  a  given 
time  to  Jesus  than  any  other  Christian  worker  in  that  city.  How  is  that,  my 
friends?  She  has  no  supernatural  gift  you  may  not  have.  Each  one  has  the 
key  that  opens  that  door,  and  may  receive  the  power  that  makes  them  living 
Christs  to  living  men.  Now,  my  friends,  is  not  that  according  to  our  orders? 
He  said  what?  ''As  My  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you."  What 
did  he  come  tmm  God  for?  To  reveal  Him  to  men.  Go  represent  me  I  Go, 
reveal  Jesus  Christ  to  men  by  your  life  and  your  witness  for  him.  How  shall 
we  do  it  ?  Instruction  is  needed  in  this  thing.  Let  me  have  a  Sabbath  School 
class,  let  me  prepare  myself  by  any  of  the  books  at  command,  and  go  to  the 
class  feeling  I  do  want  to  see  these  souls  converted,  and  you  may  be  as  faithful 
as  any  teacher  in  the  education  of  the  school,  and  yet  go  home  with  a  heavy 
heart  because  you  did  not  go  to  your  dass  full  of  £Edth.  To  be  "  faithful "  is 
one  thing,  to  be  fuU  of  **  faith  **  is  quite  another.  Fidelity  satisfies  the  condi- 
tions of  reason,  of  conscience,  even,  in  the  communication  of  truth  ;  but  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  is  a  living  power  that  takes  hold  of  the  heart  and  carries  it  to 
Him,  and  introduces  Him  ihere  as  he  is  in  your  heart. 

How  shall  it  be  studied  ?  First  of  all,  with  faith  in  the  personal  living  man, 
Jesus  Christ.  That  is  the  radical  fundamental  thought  and  principle ;  come 
into  contact  with  and  join  your  heart  to  Him,  have  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  tem- 
ple communicating  the  life  and  truth  from  his  own  words,  and  you  have  the 
patoer  that  was  felt  at  Pentecost. 

I  have  had  some  experience  upon  this  matter.  I  have  taken  a  Church,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  very  zealous,  who  said,  with  a  great  deal  of  heartiness,  "  We 
will  search  the  Scriptures  to  find  out  the  hidden  life,  and  the  hidden  Christ 
veiled  in  the  letter."  My  friends,  it  took,  with  all  our  heartiness  and  loving 
fidelity  and  fellowship,  five  years  for  the  most  of  us  to  be  emancipated  from  the 
bondage  of  commentaries  and  the  opinions  of  our  fathers,  handed  down  to  us  by 
tradition.  You  and  I  know  very  well  when  we  read  our  Scriptures  whether 
we  have  a  living  thought.  Or  when  you  and  I  converse  we  have  the  concepti(m 
of  an  external  person.    So.  when  in  the  Scriptures  we  are  using  &ith,  we  are 
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aware  of  communication  with  a  divine  person.  We  speak  to  Him,  then  from 
Him  we  must  have  the  illustration  upon  our  mind  of  His  thought. 

Take  a  Sabbath  lesson ;  we  come  to  that  lesson  and  take  a  commentary  and  see 
what  a  good  man  says  about  it,  instead  of  comparing  Scripture  with  Scripture^ 
to  see  if  we  can  find  out  what  the  teaching  of  this  Word  is,  so  as  to  communi- 
cate it  to  others.  Now,  my  friends,  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  these 
preparations.  I  take  the  Bible  without  any  book  besides,  and  after  praying  to 
the  Divine  Spirit,  the  Amber  of  Light,  in  His  own  words,  I  compare  Scripture 
with  Scripture,  and  pray  for  light  on  the  passage  in  hand,  thus  by  reliance 
and  faith  in  Him,  receiving  from  the  Holy  Ghost  what  He  meant  to  say  in  that 
passage.  Now  you  have  it,  by  the  power  of  that  faith  in  Him  and  the  presence 
of  that  Spirit  in  you ;  so  that  your  mind  is  made  up  as  to  what  meaning.  Then 
go  and  see  if  the  others  have  found  it ;  go  and  see  if  your  Commentaries  have 
got  it.  Why,  my  friends,  we  have  about  given  up  by  default  that  great 
Protestant  idea  of  private  judgment  of  Scriptures.  Many  lean  on  the  tra- 
ditions of  our  fathers.  Many  lean  on  Commentaries  to  give  them  the 
truth  of  God,  when  God  Himself  is  in  their  hearts  to  give  it  Himself. 
I  ask  you,  my  friends,  if  any  one  of  you  had  received  a  letter  on  important  bu- 
siness, and  found  some  portion  for  a  moment  not  clear  to  your  mind,  suppose 
you  do  not  exactly  catch  the  intent,  and  turning  to  the  person  sitting  by  you, 
say  to  him :  "what  is  this  friend*s  meaning?"  While  he  is  looking  at  it  the 
friend  comes  in  himself,  but  you  keep  on  asking  your  neighbor  as  to  the 
meaning,  while  the  writer  stands  by.  DonH  you  dishonor  this  friend  ?  Do  we 
not  treat  the  Blessed  Spirit  so  too  often  ?  Is  He  not  in  our  hearts  to  tell  us  all 
about  Jesus  ?  "  He  shall  testify  of  Me."  He  reveals  Jesus  to  us  as  present. 
Then  the  Spirit  is  here  to  tell  us  about  Him,  and  instead  of  asking  Him  di- 
rectly, you  and  I  dishonor  Him  and  insult  Him  by  turning  to  Commentaries 
written  by  good  men,  but  none  of  them  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  dishonor  the 
Spirit  when  we  turn  from  Him  who  is  present  to  ask  dead  men  what  Scripture 
means. 

Now,  when  the  Word  of  God  is  searched  in  that  Way  there  is  another  result ; 
the  lineaments  of  Jesus  Christ  come  out  in  the  life,  in  the  action,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  believer.  And  he  has  the  Grace  that  Christ  has,  because  Christ  has 
formed  in  him  the  hope  of  glory ;  the  truth  goes  out  from  him.  I  tell  you  there 
is  for  us  a  power  if  we  love  Jesus  and  live  in  him.  No  matter  where  we  are, 
we  are  in  heavenly  keeping  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  Jesus  find  the  help 
of  the  Spirit  when  we  do  not  know  it.  It  is  possible  for  every  one  of  us  to  know 
Jesus  Christ  in  His  person.  There  is  a  way  of  getting  hold  of  the  Lord  JesuF,  a 
teaching  of  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  shall  be  the  power  of  God  unto  the  salva- 
tion of  souls.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible.  That  is  the  doctrine  we  want 
for  every  member  of  Jesus.  You  are  members  of  His  body  and  His  flesh  and 
of  His  bones,  and  is  not  your  Communion  that  of  His  glorious  mystical  body? 
Then, -surely,  we  must  study  this  Bible  by  faith  in  the  living  and  present 
person  of  Jesus  Christ  before  we  can  go  out  to  be  Messiahs  to  the  world. 

Another  point.  We  want  to  have  the  Word  of  God  so  in  hand  that  we  can 
use  it  wherever  we  go^  as  scrip  for  change.  Now,  riding  in  the  car,  or  convers- 
ing with  men  anywhere,  you  want  to  know  what  the  Spirit  says  to  that  perso£ 
at  that  time.  In  the  Spirit  of  God  you  may  know.  The  word  of  God  goes 
from  God's  armory,  and  coming  into  your  heart  and  uttered  in  faith,  shall  be  a 
Word  of  power.  The  word  of  God  is  the  sceptre  that  we  have  to  use  with  scep- 
ticism. A  great  many  men  believe  in  argument.  I  do  not.  I  never  argue  one 
minute  with  an  impenitent  man  or  an  infidel.    I  believe  in  personal  life  and 
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personal  power.  I  believe  every  one  most  know  he  is  in  Christ  Jesus  alive. 
That  is  the  gospel  as  I  find  it  in  this  Bible  ;  as  we  go  abroad  this  Gospel  of  sal- 
vation must  be  life,  must  be  power.  Many  of  you  have  seen  that  anecdote  of 
that  blessed  man.  Dr.  Malan,  traveling  in  a  French  coach  with  a  French  infidel. 
The  infidel  would  ask  a  question  and  the  good  man  would  quote  Scriptu*. 
"  But,  I  don't  believe  in  youy  book,"  said  the  infidel,  and  Dr.  M.  kept  right 
along :  "  He  that  believes  in  the  Son  of  God  hath  everlasting  life ; "  *'  I  don'4 
believe  that  book."  "  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begott^ 
Son  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him—"  «*  But  I  don't  believe  it,"  said  the  in- 
fidel, who  began  to  be  quite  angry.  The  Dr.  stopped  and  said  to  him :  "  When 
a  man  is  running  a  sword  into  your  body  all  the  time,  do  you  stop  and  ask  him 
to  prove  that  it  is  a  sword  V*  Six  months  afterwards  he  met  him  in  Paris,  and 
thanked  him  for  that  skillful  sword  practice.  "I  love  that  Saviour  now.** 
It  was  not  taught  by  argument,  by  rhetoric,  by  zeal,  nor  by  earnestness, 
but  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  bringing  the  truth  into  the  man's 
soul,  so  that  it  is  certain  that  by  God's  power  of  Grace  in  Him  he  will  believe 
it,  and  it  leaves  its  effect.  This  is  our  practice,  it  is  to  use  the  Word  of  God 
unexplained.  Put  into  a  man  with  the  power  of  personal  faith  it  lodges.  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  tells  us  that  the  Prussians  fight  as  we  do— they  carry  a  thinking 
bayonet.  They  go  into  battle  in  serried  ranks,  but  when  in  the  midst  of  the 
battle  ^hey  scatter,  and  each  one  takes  his  man.  Now,  then,  we  have  got  to 
carry  out  this  same  principle  in  the  service  of  Christ.  We  have  to  come  into 
our  Associations  as  we  go  into  battle;  every  man  must  take  his  man.  To 
do  this  aright,  every  man  must  be  armed  and  equipped  according  to  \he 
Gospel.  We  must  have  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  and  the  shield  of  Faith,  the 
preparation  that  God  gives,  and  he  wants  nothing  else.  He  don't  want  skill 
in  reasoning,  nor  rhetoric,  nor  accomplishments.  No !  just  let  him  go  to  his 
heavenly  Father,  He  knows  him,  to  Jesus  Christ,  for  He  is  acquainted  with 
him,  and  he  gets  everything  he  wants.  I  am  persuaded  that  in  a  life  of  holi- 
ness  the  most  important  thing  is  the  teaching  of  the  individual  heart.  That 
it  is  in  the  power  and  in  the  personal  appropriation  of  it,  that  every  believer  is 
a  living  representative,  so  to  speak,  of  Jesus  Christ  fleshed  among  men.  There 
is  another  point  with  respect  to  the  best  way  of  getting  at  this  in  the  Asso- 
ciations. Take  that  minister  of  Jesus  whose  hand  and  heart  is  with  you  in  this 
work,  or  an  earnest,  competent  layman,  and  say  to  him :  "  The  workers  in  our 
Association  want  you  to  come  once  a  week  to  give  us  instruction  in  th^  Scrip- 
tures, and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  study  the  lesson  as  well  as  we  can  before  we 
come  together."  You  recollect  the  vision  of  Ezekiel  about  the  holy  waters 
rising  as  they  fled  from  the  supper  for  the  healing  of  all  things  in  the  sea. 
They  rose  from  the  ankles  to  the  knees,  from  the  knees  to  the  loins — ^that  won- 
derful river  of  life.  So  I  have  thought  about  this  blessed  hand  of  God  that 
is  flowing  from  the  throne  of  God.  Out  of  it  came  the  streams  of  the  water  of 
Life,  flowing  over  the  churches  and  flowing  into  individual  hearts,  and  rising 
through  all  their  Associations,  to  fill  them  up  with  the  Spirit  and  power  to 
the  consecration  of  all  to  Christ. 

Brethren  of  the  Association,  we  want  a  good  teacher.  This  soggestion  I 
have  thrown  out  is  the  best  mode  for  promoting  the  study  of  the  Bible  in  the 
rooms.  Take  the  best  men  and  women  in  the  Association  apd  bring  them  into 
a  class,  and  with  the  pastor  let  them  study  together.  You  will  get  higher  in 
grace  and  deeper  in  the  Word  of  God  by  faith,  and  the  waters  from  this  ever- 
lasting fountain,  from  this  eternal  Spring  of  Life,  of  which  our  Saviour  invites 
us  to  partake,  will  be  within  you  a  "  well  of  water  springing  up  unto  everlast- 
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Ing  Life."  My  friends;  find  out  from  the  ScriptureB  what  God  wants  us  to  do 
now.  Remember  that  the  adversary,  the  great  enemy  is  working  inside  of  the 
.Church  and  all  over  the  world,  to  blind  us  by  tradition,  and  to  cover  you  with 
false  knowledge.  The  only  person  by  whom  we  can  conquer  him  is  the  Son  of 
God,  our  Saviour.  We  must  go  deeper  in  the  Word,  this  living  power  must 
be  in  the  pulpits,  in  the  Association  rooms,  and  in  the  prayer  meetings,  turning 
aside  and  neutralizing,  if  possible,  the  shafts  and  corruption  of  the  enemy. 
Strike  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit.  God  help  us,  dear  friends  to  be  more  faith- 
ful in  this  work  of  searching  for  life,  in  living  and  avowing  to  the  world  His 
blessed  Word — the  Word  made  flesh — who  is  under  the  vail  of  the  written 
Word,  whom  we  do  not  see  unless  we  raise  that  vail  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  Book,  and  find  the  living,  present,  personal  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  the  Son  of  Man,  our  Saviour ! 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Claxton,  Montreal,  the  8tli  section  of  the 
rules  was  amended  by  substituting  five  instead  of  ten  minute^ 
for  discussion. 

W.  S.  Walton,  Indianapolis,  remembered  the  time  when  he 
could  not  enjoy  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  knew  other 
young  men  working  with  the  Association  who  felt  in  this  way. 
But  determined  to  give  to  God  the  best  hours  in  the  day  for 
their  study ;  at  early  morning,  be  had  been  in  the  habit  of  study- 
ing the  Bible,  and  thus  he  got  his  strength  for  the  day. 

K.  A.  Burn  ell,  Aurora,  111.  Nothing  tells  in  the  open  air,  in 
the  saloon,  in  conversing  among  the  wicked,  like  the  use  of  God*s 
blessed  Word. 

E.  G.  Garrett,  Pittsburgh,  spoke,  as  an  illustration  of  the 
power  of  God's  Word,  of  an  old  man  who  was  convicted  and 
converted  by  quoting,  without  argument,  this  passage : 

^*  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoso- 
ever believed  in  Him  might  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life." 

George  Bishop,  Montreal.  Study  the  Bible  systematically, 
study  it  daily,  that  the  mind  may  be  thoroughly  furnished  for 
every  good  word  and  work.     Study  always  with  prayer. 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass.,  moved  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  discussion  of  the  topic  fifteen  minutes. 

E.  A  Hutchins,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  moved  an  amendment,  lim- 
iting it  to  ten  minutes.     Carried. 

After  singing 

♦'  Nearer  My  God  to  Thee," 

by  the  Convention,  Wm.  Daniels,  Baltimore  said  : 

While  admitting  the  fact  that  in  order  to  promote  the  study  of  the  Word  of 
God,  the  aid  of  the  Spirit  is  necessary,  and  admitting  too,  that  the  Word  of  God 
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is  a  teacher  itself,  yet  I  think.  Sir,  that  we  shoold  be  a  little  guarded  on  snch 
points  as  our  brother  Parsons  has  put  forth,  or  we  may  fall  into  the  mistake  of 
discarding  the  Ck>mmentaries  and  aids  to  the  proper  comprehension  of  the  Word 
of  Qod.  There  are  such  complications  about  the  study  of  the  Word  of  Qod 
that  after  we  prepare  by  the  help  of  the  Holy  Sf^rit,  we  have  a  right  to  call  in 
all  the  aids  to  help  us.  I  do  not  believe  commentaries  ought  to  be  disregarded^ 
Who  are  the  Commentators?  Are  they  not  men  of  power,  of  as  pure  hearts 
and  enlightened  intellects  as  any  of  this  day  ?  Are  we  to  throw  aside  their  val- 
uable researches  when  they  have  spent  years  and  a  lifetime  in  devotion  to  this 
study  of  the  Word  of  God,  bringing  upon  it  all  the  light  of  contemporaneous 
history,  sacred  and  profane,  and  illustrating  it  by  geography  ?  All  these  aids 
thrown  open  to  us  of  this  generation  are  worthy  of  our  investigation.  And  the 
more  we  study  the  Bible  in  the  light  of  geology,  in  the  light  of  the  sciences, 
the  more  will  it  shine,  the  more  firmly  will  our  faith  be  established. 

J.  O.  Peck,  Springfield,  Mass. : 

The  truth  we  are  seeking  to  get  at  lies  between  the  positions  of  the  brother 
preceding  and  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  From  personal  conversa- 
tion and  long  acquaintance,  as  well  as  listening  to  the  address,  I  know  Brother 
Parsons  has  not  intended  to  utterly  discountenance  the  use  of  Commentaries. 
His  point  is,  that  by  faith  we  should  first  apprehend  a  personal  Christ,  and  then 
avail  ourselves  of  Commentaries,  sacred  and  profane  history  and  geography  and 
all  that  culture  and  science  can  do  to  make  the  truth  in  us  a  living  truth,  leav- 
ing a  strong  impression  upon  others.  But  bring  the  power  of  Christ  in  us  first. 
We  do  not  take  this  ground,  that  the  personal  Christ  should  be  right  in  every 
verse  of  the  Scripture,  nor  that  other  influences  are  all  of  no  importance ;  but 
that  this  should  be  the  aim  and  spirit  and  labor  of  every  member  of  Christ  to 
make  their  pupils  see  Christ  in  all  his  beauty,  in  all  his  characteristics.  While 
he  thus  then  apprehends  him  he  may  take  accessories  from  many  sources  to 
learn  the  great  plan  of  salvation. 

J.  H.  Gendell,  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  order  of  exercises 
for  the  evening  be  so  arranged  that  half  an  hour  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  discussion  of  the  latter  half  of  this  question — How 
shall  the  study  of  God's  Word  be  promoted  in  the  Associations  ? 
Eeferred  to  the  Business  Committee. 

"W.  A.  Braman,  Clinton,  Mass.: 

I  have  but  a  suggestion  to  make.  Bro.  Parsons  suggested  that  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  Scriptures  should  meet  the  Association  class  one  evening 
in  the  week  and  study  the  Scriptures  together.  My  suggestion  is,  that  this 
lesson  be  studied  on  Monday  Evening,  and  that  this  same  lesson  be  taken 
by  all  the  leaders  of  the  meetings  during  the  week,  and  carried  out  until  their 
hearts  are  warmed  with  the  subject,  then  they  would  be  able  to  impress  the 
people. 

President  Wanamaker  read  telegrams  from  Newark,  K  J., 
and  Selma,  Ala.,  notifying  the  Convention  of  the  organization  of 
a  new  German  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  the  former  town  last  evening,  and 
of  a  glorious  revival  at  the  latter  place  detaining  the  delegaj:es ; 
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and  called  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Indor,  of  New  Orleans,  to  lead  in 
prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  both  localitiea 
The  Convention  then  sang 

"Come,  H0I7  Spirit  1" 

The  Second  Topic. — ^^  State  Conventions,  and  Turn  to  organize 
and  conduct  ihem^'^  was  then  taken  up  for  discussion  by  the  Cor- 
responding Members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  T.  J.  Claxton, 
Vice-President,  in  the  Chair,  and  opened  by  remarks  from  H.  J. 
Cowles,  Corresponding  Member  from  Wisconsin. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Convention  has  been  a  success  for  one  of  our 
Western  States.  The  idea  prominent  among  the  workers  of  our  State  was, 
if  we  were  to  increase  the  Association  work  among  the  people  and  raise  friends 
for  our  work,  we  must  let  them  know  what  we  were  doing,  the  objects  of 
the  Association,  which  I  am  sure  nine-tenths  of  them  were  totally  ignorant 
of.  Then  there  is  too  much  diversion  of  work  by  Associations.  We  have 
not  meddled  much  with  mission' work;  have  attempted  our  utmost, however, 
for  young  men,  not  casting  any  disparagement  upon  mission  work.  Our 
great  object  and  aim  is  to  reach  young  men.  A  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  at  the  Convention  last  fall  greatly  aided  us  in  his  ideas  of  the 
work,  when  organizing  our  State  Convention.  There  must  be  a  union  of 
sentiment  falling  upon  any  difficulties  of  brethren  previous  to  the  call  of  the 
Convention.  We  must  meet  them,  and  there  must  be  a  oneness  of  feeling 
and  of  aim  in  regard  to  the  object  sought.  In  all  such  meetings  then  it 
win  be  easy  to  go  forward  with  the  determination  that  your  Convention  shall 
be  practical ;  that  it  shaU  discuss  fully  and  practically  the  point — how  we  can 
reach  young  men,  and  the  best  way  of  reaching  them  ? 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Mass. :  . 

This  matter  of  State  Conventions  is  one  of  the  most  important  brought  into 
this  Convention.  We  had  about  30  Associations  represented  in  our  first  State 
Convention  by  337  delegates.  Our  plan  of  organization  was  to  send  a  circular 
to  all  Associations  existing.  Where  we  did  not  know  of  an  Association,  or 
where  an  Association  had  existed,  we  sent  the  circular  to  one  or  two  of  the  pas* 
tors,  Congregational,  Methodist,  &c  We  would  get  the  pastor  to  organize  a 
little  meeting  and  send  delegates  to  our  Convention.  Thus  we  have  gathered 
these  joung  men  representing  in  some  form  at  our  Convention  67  Associations, 
with  850  delegates  representing  them.  I  may  say  that  the  first  Convention 
was  an  efibrt  as  far  as  possible  to  get  aU  the  towns  represented  at  the  next 
Convention.  It  was  thoroughly  successful.  The  second  Convention  was  in- 
tended to  learn  them  how  to  do  the  work  in  the  meeting.  There  we  found 
the  men  conducting  that  work  in  the  open  air  and  saloons.  Men  learned  how 
to  pray  right  in  the  street.  Kneel  down  at  a  fence  and  pray  for  a  soul  then  and 
there.  At  the  4th  Convention  the  purpose  was  to  seek  knowledge,  to  be  edu- 
cating ourselves  for  the  work,  and  to  this  end  we  invited  our  prominent  cler- 
gymen to  come  in  and  give  addresses  upon  various  subjects.  One  of  them  was 
on  "  Manly  Christianity,"  the  kind  of  Christianity  that  enables  a  man  to  hold 
his  head  up  when  giving  a  little  tract,  instead  of  being  ashamed  of  it^  to  hold 
his  head  up  when  talking  about  Jesus  to  ft  man,  and  grasp  his  hand  and  im- 
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press  it  in  that  waj.  That  address  came  from  one  of  our  earnest  brothers. 
There  was  this  study  of  God's  Word ;  I  have  carried  a  Testament  since  in  my 
pocket  as  the  result  of  that  Convention. 

The  grreat  failure  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  is,  doing  the 
work  that  is  easy,  such  as  mission  work.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  get  at  these  young 
men,  but,  my  dear  Bretliren,  it  is  young  men  which  the  Church  needs  at  this 
day. 

E.  R  HoldcD,  R  I. : 

I  did  not  know  that  I  was  to  be  called  upon.  Still,  I  feel  ready  to  respond 
ilpon  this  question,  feeling  it  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  every  member  of  this 
Convention.  It  is  the  means  whereby  we  show  the  people  of  our  State  what 
we  are  doing,  and  what  we  desire  to  do.  Our  State  is  small  and  it  took  some 
time  for  us  to  organize  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Conventions.  We 
were  two  years  before  we  got  the  thing  before  the  people.  Our  plan  has  been, 
as  the  State  was  small  and  the  number  of  delegates  small,  to  invite  to  meet 
with  us  one  pastor  and  delegate  from  each  of  the  churches  of  the  State.  We 
find  it  has  worked  well. 

D.  W.  Glass,  Maryland:  We  have  but  little  experimental 
knowledge  of  the  formation  of  State  Conventions.  I  therefore 
hope  some  brother  will  tell  us  just  how  to  organize  them. 

R  R  McBumey,  N.  Y :  I  understand  in  Nova  Scotia  they 
have  been  very  successful  in  their  State  Convention  and  also  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  I  trust  we  shall  hear  from  these  three 
sections  very  soon.  There  was  but  one  Association  in  the  Pro- 
vince, I  believe,  when  Brother  Maclean  called  a  Convention. 

J.  S.  Maclean,  Nova  Scotia : 

Three  years  ago  I  went  up  to  Montreal  to  see  how  the  Convention  was  worked. 
I  sat  still  and  listened  to  find  out  as  far  as  possible  what  they  were  doing,  and 
how  they  did  it.  I  remember  perfectly,  H.  Thane  Miller  was  in  the  chair. 
His  mode  of  conducting  the  business  was  an  admirable  one,  and  we  took  our 
cue  as  much  as  possible  from  him  as  Chairman.  Claxton  was  an  admirable 
outside  worker,  and  Dodge  and  McBumey  understanding  the  work,  stirred  us 
up  to  do  good  deeds.  We  went  home  desiring  to  see  the  Associations  spread 
throughout  our  whole  Province.  By  and  by  we  met  the  ministers  and  asked 
if  they  would  agree  to  come  to  a  Convention  in  the  city  of  Halifax.  We  went 
after  the  young  men  who  were  earnest  workers,  and  tried  to  show  them  and 
to  teach  them  what  it  was  to  stand  up  before  the  world  for  Jesus,  and  asked 
them  to  come  to  Halififtx.  We  had  our  meeting,  and  copied  as  fieir  as  we  could 
your  mode.  We  rallied  the  public  about  it.  The  merchants  looked  on  aston- 
ished to  see  young  men  say  they  loved  Jesus.  At  the  end  of  the  year  we 
had  some  20  or  80  Associations  established  throughout  the  Province  all  at 
work.  We  were  greatly  encouraged.  We  have  many  ministers  with  us  to- 
day heart  and  soul  in  this  work.  We  have  the  ministers  all  over  the  country, 
and  a  State  Convention  every  year  since.  Last  year  we  held  a  Covention  at 
Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward's  Island.  I  learn  they  looked  upon  us  with 
astonishment,  and  did  not  understand  what  brought  us  there.  Very  soon 
they  became  aware  that  there  was  something  in  us  and  about  us  to  do  them 
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good*  They  rallied  around  us  there,  and  the  Association  have  commenced 
building  a  hall,  and  will  have  it  up  next  summer.  At  this  Association  their 
Sabbath  afternoon  meetings  are  doing  a  wonderful  work  all  over  the  Is- 
land. This  Association  movement  has  taken  hold  and  is  just  coming  in 
among  our  farmers*  sons.  In  little  district  Associations  of  20  or  80 
members  we  keep  them  at  it.  Wo  send  from  Halifax  young  gentlemen  to  visit 
the  Associations,  and  tell  them  what  you  are  doing  all  over  the  country.  The 
last  meeting  in  Gharlottetown  we  started  a  new  idea.  We  went  out  to  the 
merchants  at  the  stores,  asking  all  the  young  men  to  hear  us  before  we  left. 
We  left  out  the  young  ladies.  They  came  up  in  crow^ds,  and  we  asked  them 
to  give  their  young  men  help  to  organize  their  work,  and  since  that  day  they 
have  gone  on  from  victory  to  victory. 

H.  Thane  Miller,  Ohio,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cheever,  spoke  : 
Now,  Mr.  President,  when  we  wanted  to  organize  a  State  CJonvention,  we 
wrote  to  the  members  of  the  Associations  throughout  the  State,  and  called  it  at 
the  capital  of  the  State,  resolved  to  tA6pi  the  New- York  plan  ;  got  there  and 
proposed  to  knock  it  higher  than  a  kite.  Because,  after  organizing  a  State 
Association,  it  goes  on  from  year  to  year  just  as  any  such  organization.  The 
Executive  Committee  conducts  the  work  throughout  the  year  precisely  as  if 
the  Association  was  in  operation.  We  have  been  carrying  on  a  crusade  of  two 
months,  continued  throughout  by  our  representatives  in  every  organization  in 
the  State,  and  the  result  through  these  State  Associations  has  been  wonderful 
in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  and  in  raising  up  dying  Associations.  How  to  or- 
ganize them  ?  We  have  just  used  the  common  sense  plan  adopted  here.  At 
the  one  last  year  we  put  a  grand  Christian  man  into  the  President's  chair.  We 
never  allowed  anything  to  come  before  the  State  Convention  that  did  not  em- 
phatically belong  to  the  work  for  young  men.  For  instance,  the  young  ladies 
wanted  to  come  in,  but  we  did  not  want  them  in.  They  had  nothing  to  do 
specifically  with  our  work.  Now  I  believe  that  is  a  good  thing  to  have  an  In- 
ternational Association.  So  we  have  conducted  them  from  the  beginning,  and 
the  result  has  been  marked  with  a  steady  increase  of  attention  and  attendance  of 
delegates  every  year. 

J.  K.  Cree,  Pa.: 

I  regret  I  have  not  heard  the  report,  but  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  report  from  Pennsylvania.  We  have  in  our  State,  as  in  Ohio,  a  most  thorough 
system  of  organization ;  different  heads  located  in  the  largest  representative 
parts  of  the  State.  From  these  districts  go  out  influences  that  have  been 
blessed  to  our  Associations  and  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  have  one  State 
Chairman  and  six  members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  These  are  located 
in  six  sections  of  the  State.  We  have  these  appointed  only  through  State 
Conventions.  We  meet  together  to  divide  up  the  work  and  assign  to  each 
a  certain  number  of  counties,  and  hold  the  representative  of  a  particular 
district  responsible  for  the  general  work,  and  get  our  general  reports  through 
him.  The  result  has  been,  we  have  organized  during  the  year  thirty-two 
Associations.  Then  these  heads  have  held  under  their  auspices  District  Conven- 
tions numbering  some  twenty  during  the  year.  Then  we  have  had  under  the 
General  Head  and  managed  under  the  District  Heads  a  series  of  local  Con- 
ventions extending  all  over  the  State,  and  just  concluded  at  York,  attended 
by  Brothers  Bumell,  Morrow  and  others.  I  beUeve  that  what  we  need  is 
this  local  organization  under  our  general  organization.    It  is  a  simple  system, 
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and  it  is  practicable  in  every  State  and  in  every  District  Association  in  oar 
land.  In  this  way  we  get  strong  men  to  help  the  weak,  then,  as  we  go  down, 
what  is  a  weak  man  in  a  great  International  Convention  is  perhaps  a  strong 
man  in  a  State  Convention,  and  so  on.  So  you  bring  out  all  the  available 
talent  until  we  go  down  right  to  the  people  where  we  have  nothing  but  to 
do  our  work;  I  feel  in  my  position,  as  Corresponding  Member,  I  owe  this 
Convention  a  great  deal  of  thanks  for  the  great  work  that  has  been  done 
by  this  great  system  of  organization. 

K.  A.  Bnrnell,  111,  said  they  had  no  such  organization  in 
Illinois. 

L.  B.  Bottsford,  New  Brunswick : 

We  are  this  year  to  hold  a  State  Convention,  at  St.  John,  in  July.  We 
think  we  want  assistance.  Now  there  are  plenty  of  assistants  here  that  could 
impart  a  great  deal  of  strength  to  us  if  they  will  go  down  there.  I  have  an 
invitation  for  Mr.  Miller  and  others,  on  the  6th  of  July.  We  will  give  you 
a  warm  reception  when  the  hot  weather  is  here,  and  make  it  pleasant  for 
you.    Come  over  to  Macedonia  and  help  us! 

A.  C.  Stevens,  Vermont : 

Some  of  our  members  at  the  International  Convention,  Montreal,  invited 
Bro.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  to  come  and  help  us,  and  returned  to  their  homes 
to  write  letters  to  the  Associations.  We  met  for  the  first  time  in  Burlington ; 
had  a  glorious  Convention.  The  differences  between  the  churches  at  that 
time  were  broken  down.  In  St.  Johnsbury  the  Sabbath  School  and  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Conventions  met  at  the  same  time  for  three  days.  We 
make  a  point  of  inviting  the  Pastors  ot  the  Churches  to  the  Sabbath  School 
Convention,  and  we  have  all  the  young  men  of  the  different  Associations. 
And  after  these  three  days  we  go  home  to  do  the  work  appointed  us  by  the 
blessed  Master.  We  would  not  give  up  our  Conventions  for  anything.  We 
feel  it  a  great  advantage  to  have  the  Sabbath  School  Convention  united 
with  the  other.  Some  of  our  best  workers  are  in  the  Sabbath  Schools, 
and  then  our  Sabbath  School  men  get  acquainted  with  the  young  men. 

J.  L  Piatt,  N.  Y.: 

When  you  called  on  me  I  thought  I  could  not  say  a  great  deal  of  the  work 
done  in  the  State  of  New-York.  We  have  held  five  Conventions,  but  have 
not  been  successlul  in  obtaining  a  large  attendance  of  delegates  to  them,, 
especially  at  the  last  Convention.  I  did  the  utmost  I  knew  how,  as  Corres- 
X>onding  Member,  to  stir  up  the  spirit ;  and  what  I  have  to  say  is  particularly 
how  to  get  Conventions  together,  and  to  reach  you  who  are  delegates  from  the 
State  of  New- York.  There  are  more  delegates  here  to-day  from  the  State  ot  New- 
York,  and  more  Associations  represented  here  than  ever  were  represented  in. 
the  State  Conventions  of  New- York.  And  the  way  lor  you  to  get  good  State 
Conventions  there,  is  for  you  to  take  an  interest  in  them.  I  think  that  same 
thing  will  apply  to  the  other  States.  Brethren,  we  have  got  to  feel  sufficiently 
the  importance  of  our  State  work.  It  is  very  important  that  the  members  of 
our  Associations  have  some  means  of  communicating  with  other  Associations.. 
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We  appointed  a  Committee  to  visit  Associations,  but  we  found  there  was  a 
lamentable  want  of  interest  in  anybody  else  but  themselves.  The  one  great 
thing  I  wish  to  speak  about  to  you  who  are  from  the  State  of  New- York, 
is  to  remember  that  it  is  important  for  you  to  feel  some  interest  in  the  State 
Conventions  in  the  work  in  your  State. 

C.  D.  Nott,  St.  Louis,  Mo. :  The  Corresponding  Member  is  not 
here.     We  have  not  had  a  State  Convention  in  Missouri  yet. 

The  time  for  the  discussion  having  expired,  miscellaneous  busi- 
ness was  next  in  order. 

The  President  read  the  following  dispatch  transmitted  to  the 

Queen  of  England : 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  24, 1871. 

The  Sixteenth  International  Convention  of  the  Young  Men*s  Christian  As- 
sociations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  offer  to  her  majesty,  Queen 
Victoria,  their  heartfelt  congratulation  upon  the  auspicious  return  of  her  birth- 
day. May  the  peace  of  God  dwell  in  her  heart,  and  the  God  of  Peace  bind 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  fraternal  and  perpetual  Union. 

JOHN  WANAMAKER, 
President  of  the  Convention  now  assembled. 

R  R  McBurney,  N.  Y.,  stated  that  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  city  of 
London,  England,  was  here,  duly  accredited  as  a  delegate  to  this 
Convention,  and  moved  that  he  be  received  as  a  regular  delegate, 
and  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform.     Adopted. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  England,  was  then  introduced 
to  the  Convention,  and  took  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

The  time  for  recess  having  arrived,  the  Convention,  after  sing- 
ing 

"  My  Soul  be  on  thy  Guard," 

adjourned. 

1  P.  M. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  this  hour,  and,  after  the  singing 
of  "  Work,  for  the  Night  is  Coming,"  "  Tm  a  Pilgrim  and  I'm  a 
Stranger,"  and  "Jesus,  Lover  of  my  Soul,"  prayer  was  offered  by 
J.  Chester,  of  Cincinnati. 

The  President  announced  a  supplementary  report  of  the  Busi- 
ness Committee,  which  was  adopted  as  follows : 
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EVENING    SESSION.— 7:30  TO  0. 

AT  THE   CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

7:-*0  to  8. — Continuation  of  the  topic,  "How  shall  the  Study 
of  the  Word  of  God  be  Promoted  in  our  Associations  ?" 

8  to  9. — Devotional  exercises  and  Christian  Conference. 

9. — Convention  will  proceed  in  a  body  to  the  White  House, 
accepting  the  invitation  of  President  Grant 

Memorials  and  resolutions  being  in  order,  the  following  were 
offered : 

J.  n.  Gleason,  Holden,  Mass. — In  reference  to  applausQ, 

W.  HL  Payne,  Jersey ville,  111. — In  reference  to  State  Con- 
ventions. 

Eobert  Weidensall,  Omaha,  Neb. — In  reference  to  common 
Christian  temples  in  new  and  promising  towns. 

Van  Zandt  Dawes,  N.  Y. — Of  thanks  to  Eailroad  and  Steam- 
boat Companies. 

B.  W.  Arnett,  Toledo,  0. — In  reference  to  colored  young  men. 

James  V.  De  Muttos,  St.  Jolm,  N.  B. — In  reference  to  discus- 
sions. 

J.  V.  Osterhout,  Winchester,  Mass. — In  reference  to  meetings? 
of  Associations. 

D.  Van  Home,  Dayton,  0. — In  reference  to  existing  troubles 
in  Franca 

S.  C.  Butler,  Columbus,  0. — In  reference  to  work  in  jails,  &c. 

S.  G.  Visscher,  Eome,  N.  Y. — In  reference  to  profanity. 

G.  E.  Lovejoy,  Lowell,  Mass. — In  reference  to  State  Executive 
Committees. 

All  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Eesolutions. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Good 
Templars,  in  session  at  Baltimore,  and  on  motion  of  Eobert 
Weidensall,  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  three  Vice- 
Presidents  to  reply  to  in  behalf  uf  the  Convention. 

The  President  appointed  T.  J.  Claxton,  L.  P.  Eowland,  Jr.,  and 
C.  B.  Fisk,  said  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Eesolutions  report  back  to  the  Convention 
the  following  resolutions : 
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1.  Jfiesolved,  Tliat  no  delegate  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  once  on  any 
subject  before  the  Convention,  or  more  than  five  minates  at  one  time,  unless 
the  CJonvention,  by  a  two- thirds  vote,  shall  allow  him  to  do  so. 

Recommended  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 
3.  Resolved,  That  one-half  hour  to-morrow  be  devoted  to  the  Temperance 
question  in  its  relation  to  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations. 

Reconmiended  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 

3.  Resohtd,  That  every  State  should  have  a  series  of  conventions  like  those 
recently  held  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

Recommended  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Asso- 
ciations. 

The  Report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Convention,  before  the  introduction  of  the  next  topic,  en- 
gaged in  prayer,  led  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Beck,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
Yice-President  Clinton  Lloyd,  of  Washington,  in  the  chair. 

The  Third  Tofic.—''  Secular  Iiuiruclion— What  place  shall  ii 
have  in  the  work  of  our  Associations .?"  was  taken  up  for  discussion, 
T.  J.  Claxton,  of  Montreal,  making  the  opening  address,  as  follows: 

When  the  question  is  asked  as  to  ^hat  is  the  duty  of  any  particular  Society 
or  Association  with  reference  to  any  field  of  action,  the  first  point  to  be  deter- 
mined is — What  is  the  Constitution  and  what  the  objects  of  the  Society  ?  In 
the  present  case  this  is  settled  by  the  name  of  the  Associations  referred  to ; 
they  are  first,  Christian  Associations,  and  secondly,  Young  Men?s  Christian 
Associations.  In  the  first  capacity  their  field  of  action  lies  in  promoting  Christ's 
cause  in  the  world  ;  and  in  the  second,  it  is  their  special  function  to  advance  that 
cause  among,  and  by  the  agency  of,  young  men.  Supposing  these  preliminaries 
to  be  granted,  w6  may  next  proceed  to  consider — What  concern  such  Societies 
may  be  supposed  to  have  in  the  promotion  of  any  kind  of  secular  instruction  ? 

We  may  regard  this  question  in  two  aspects :  1st  The  general  relations  of 
secular  learning  to  religion.  2d.  The  practical  necessities  and  opportunities 
which  should  determine  the  application  of  general  principles  in  particular  cases. 

Under  the  first  of  these  heads  we  may  affirm  that  secular  learning  is  not  in 
its  nature  opposed  to  religion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  most  closely  allied  to  it. 
No  enlightened  Christian  holds  that  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,  and 
if  wc^  are  warned  that  "  knowledge  puflfeth  up,"  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  this 
relates  to  the  knowledge  of  spiritual  things,  unleavened  with  the  grace  of 
charity.  On  the  contrary,  the  intelligent  Christian  knows  that  the  study  of 
nature  is  the  study  of  what  God  has  done  in  creation  ;  and  the  study  of  history 
and  literature,  the  study  of  what  Qod  has  done  in  Providence ;  and  that  these 
studies  bring  us  nearer  to  God,  leaching  us  His  ways  and  attributes.  It  is  a 
bad  thing  to  be  like  the  Sadducees  of  old,  ignorant  of  "  the  Scriptures  and  the 
power  of  God."  It  is  well  to  know  the  one  or  the  other.  It  is  best  to  know 
both. 

All  secular  knowledge  is  also,  in  some  degree,  applicable  to  the  service  of 
God,    The  arts  of  reading,  writing  and  speaking  are  all  secular^  but  they  ar^ 
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most  important  vehicles  of  Divine  Truth,  both  to  our  own  minds  and  those  of 
others ;  and  in  so  far  as  they  are  thus  used,  they  are  religious  things,  and  the 
man  who  has  learned  them  is  in  a  better  position,  both  with  regard  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  Gospel  and  to  its  communication.  For  such  reasons,  all  genuine 
culture,  from  the  humblest  up  to  the  highest  studies  in  literature  and  science, 
should  be  cherished  and  promoted  by  the  Christian  as  favorable  to  religion,  and 
as  important  antidotes  to  "  philosophy  falsely  so  called.**  Such  philosophy  pros- 
pers most  in  the  darkness,  whereas  light,  even  if  it  be  merely  intellectual 
light,  is  more  nearly  akin  to  moral  and  religious  truth. 

These  principles  have  a  special  significance  in  our  time.  It  is  a  time  of 
much  light  and  progress  in  secular  affairs,  and  the  growth  of  knowledge  is  fast 
dissipating  the  superstitions  and  false  assumptions  of  former  days.  Many 
things  which  have  been  palmed  upon  the  world  in  darker  times  for  the  true 
coin  of  Christ's  kingdom,  are  in  the  light  of  the  nineteenth  century  found  to 
bear  the  image  and  superscription  of  an ti  Christ. 

True  Christianity  should  rejoice  in  this,  and  throw  aside  the  cowardly  and 
faithli  ss  ffear  that  the  Word  of  God  will  not  be  able  to  withstand  the  ordeal 
which  is  consuming  the  devices  of  man.  But  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  bo 
competent  to  sift  the  pure  and  unadulterated  truth  from  the  dust  and  chaff 
of  superstition,  that  our  words  should  be  seasoned  with  the  salt  of  true 
knowledge,  and  that  we  should  he  prepared  to  make  every  kind  of  learning 
tributary  to  the  glory  of  our  Master's  throne. 

Farther,  God's  providence  is  showing  in  our  time  that  national  strength  and 
progress,  even  in  secular  things,  are  allies  of  religious  life,  helpful  to  it,  and 
being  helped  by  it.  It  is  not  by  accident,  but  by  ordinance  of  Divine  law,  that 
the  wealth,  the  science,  the  political  power  and  liberty,  and  the  industrial  pro. 
gress  of  the  world,  are  in  the  hands  of  those  nations  whose  religion  is  founded 
on  God's  Word;  and  that  those  nations  which  fetter  themselves  with  the 
superstitions  and  tyrannies  of  a  bygone  time,  prove  powerless  in  the  struggle 
for  eminence,  whether  in  arts  or  arms. 

God  in  his  just  and  wise  Providence  has  set  Himself  to  prove,  by  the  logic  of 
facts,  that  "  Godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that 
which  is  to  come,*'  and  it  is  our  duty  and  privilege  to  aid  in  this  great  lesson, 
by  doing  our  part  to  show  that  in  all  the  business  of  life,  and  in  all  that 
promotes  the  welfare  of  men  and  nations,  the  Christian  is  more  efficient  than 
other  men,  and  this  without  injury  to  his  moral  purity  or  spiritual  life. 

From  these  considerations  we  deduce  the  conclusion  that  Christian  men  and 
Christian  Associations  should  take  a  firm  hold  of  the  science  and  literature  of 
the  time,  and  use  it  in  the  highest  degree  for  the  highest  purposes.  This  argu- 
ment is  strengthened  by  the  obvious  facts,  that  want  of  culture,  and  of  elevated 
and  elevating  tastes,  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  causes  of  vice  ;  and  that  when 
good  men  withdraw  themselves  from  the  secular  progre-s  of  the  age,  it  often 
falls  into  the  power  of  those^who  destroy  or  pervert  it. 

A  further  conclusion  is,  that  the  Christian  man  in  the  Christian  Association. 
can  have  no  time  for  mere  amusement.  In  some  cases  there  may  be  need  to 
devote  time  to  the  exercise  of  the  body  for  the  preservation  of  its  health,  but 
even  this  may  be  utilized.  Tlie  bodily  exercise  of  our  Divine  Master  was  taken 
in  "  going  about  doing  good."  In  the  case  of  some  persons  the  mind  may  b« 
severely  taxed,  and  may  need  relaxation  ;  but  this  may  be  just  as  well  secured 
by  the  culture  of  some  art  or  study  capable  of  useful  application.  Any 
mere  amusement  which  spends  time  without  promoting  the  health  of  the  body, 
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or  the  C'llture  of  the  mind  and  soul,  is  clearly  altogether  outside  of  the  pale  of 
a  Christian  Association,  and  especially  of  an  Association  of  young  men,  who 
should  be  always  nerved  for  vigorously  contending  in  the  great  battle  of  the 
Cross. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  to  attempt  to  apply  these  principles  to  every  par- 
ticular case.  Of  this,  the  Christian  intellect  and  conscience  enlightened  by  the 
Spirit,  must  be  the  judges  in  every  case  which  may  present  itself.  There  are, 
however,  some  broad,  general  statements  which  may  be  made  on  the  subject, 
and  we  may  illustrate  them  by  the  analogy  of  a  conflict  or  warfare,  with  which 
the  work  of  the  Christian  is  often  compared  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

In  museums  and  old  armories  we  may  see  ancient  matchlocks  and  cross- 
bows, clumsy  and  inefficient,  but  fantastically  carved  and  loaded  with  useless 
ornament.  Compare  them  with  the  rifle  of  a  modem  soldier,  and  you  will  see 
that,  while  the  latter  is  thoroughly  and  wonderfully  efficient,  it  is  entirely  des- 
titute of  all  the  ornament  and  useless  appendages  of  the  older  weapon  So  it 
is  with  the  "  Sword  of  the  Spirit  "  It  is  an  old  weapon,  but  it  is  thoroughly 
modem  and  scientific  in  its  bare  and  keen  efficiency :  "Sharp  and  powerful, 
piercing  the  joints  and  marrow."  It  is  nothing  the  better,  but  rather  the  worse, 
for  having  a  clumsy  embroidered  and  gilded  sheath,  or  a  quantity  of  useless 
tassels  dangling  at  its  hilt.  So  all  the  work  and  appliances  of  our  Associations 
should  be  planned  and  carried  out  with  direct  and  precise  reference  to  the  ends 
we  have  in  view.  The  ornaments,  attractions,  and  meretricious  inducements 
which  the  middle  ages  thought  necessary  to  Christian  work,  should  be  cast 
aside  just  as  we  would  cast  aside  their  old  armor  and  obsolete  weapons  ;  and 
we  must  hold  that  primitive  Christianity  and  modern  science  are  as  one  in  the 
great  principle  of  simplicity  and  efficiency. 

In  like  manner  in  an  nrmy,  organization  must  not  be  lost  in  individual 
skirmishing,  nor  individuality  in  merely  mechanical  organization  We  must 
Ijave  the  most  perfect  combination  of  organized  efficiency  with  individual  spir- 
itual life  ;  under  these  conditions,  our  warfare  may  be  carried  on  without  any 
useless  accessories.  The  cause  itself  will  be  attractive,  and  the  victory  com 
plete.  Many  things  at  present  introduced  into  our  Associations  as  attractions 
and  stimuli  to  those  outside,  or  to  members,  are  as  useless  and  harmful  as  loads 
of  useless  baggage  are  to  an  army  in  the  field. 

The  soldier  in  our  modem  warfare  must,  however,  be  aided  by  many  appli- 
ances of  art  and  science.  He  must  have  maps  of  the  country  in  which  he  is 
operating,  telegraphs  to  convey  intelligence,  railways  and  pontoon  bridges 
tor  transportation.  These  are  not  mere  baggage,  they  are  essential  conditions 
of  the  highest  success.  So  in  the  Christian  warfare,  there  are  many  studies 
which  tend  directly  to  the  great  end  in  view,  and  must  not  be  confounded  with 
what  is  merely  secular. 

Such  is  the  study  of  the  languages  of  the  Scriptures,  of  the  relations  of 
nature  and  revelation,  of  the  difficulties  and  opportunities  of  infidelity,  and  of 
those  parts  of  prophecy  which  are  least  understood.  For  such  purposes  our 
Associations  may  well  form  clAsses,  and  should  regard  these  subjects,  not  as  the 
exclusive  property  of  theological  students,  but  as  appropriate  to  all  working 
Christians.  The  soldier  must  be  clothed  and  fed  while  he  is  in  the  field,  and 
those  who  regulate  his  movements  must  make  provision  for  this;  but  they 
must  do  it  by  the  labor  of  artisans,  who  may  themselves  be  far  removed  from 
the  battlefield.  So  there  are  multitudes  of  things  important  to  the  Christian 
warfare,  which,  nevertheless,  do  not  belong  to  the  work  of  Christian  Asso- 
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ciations,  but  mnst  be  done  for  them  by  others.  Thus,  if  there  are  schools  and 
colleges,  and  scientific  societies,  and  public  libraries,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we 
should  interfere  with  their  work.  It  is  sufficient  that  we  should  take  the  benefit 
of  it.  It  is  necessary,  however,  that  indirectly,  and  as  individuals,  we  should 
encourage  and  promote  it,  and  should  look  on  these  institutions  as  in  their 
way  and  degree  helpful.  It  is  a  law  of  Christian  work,  that,  what  others  can 
do  as  well,  or  better,  we  need  not  meddle  with.  It  is  also  a  law  of  Christian 
work,  that  so  much  as  may  be  possible,  we  should  take  an  interest  in,  and  aid 
all  things  which  tend  to  good,  though  distinct  from  our  organization. 

That  narrow  esprit  du  eoi-ps  which  would  have  our  society  manage  all  sorts 
of  agencies  is  petty  and  unreasonable.  That  narrow  spirit  which  would  make 
us  isolate  ourselves  from  everything  but  our  own  specialty  is,  on  the  other  side, 
equally  petty  and  unreasonable.  The  principle  of  the  division  of  labor  is  one 
of  wide  application.  In  the  church  itself  the  eye  must  have  one  function  and 
the  hand  another,  though  members  of  one  body ;  and  there  are  many  useful 
things  which  we  can  better  promote  by  encouraging  other  organizations  to  do 
them  than  by  doing  them  ourselves. 

But  circumstances  may  occur  where  the  soldier  must  take  time  to  patch  his 
own  clothes  and  mend  his  own  boots;  so  there  are  cases  and  conditions  in  which 
an  association  of  Christian  young  men  may  be  a  sort  of  servant  of  all  work, 
having  to  put  its  hand  to  everything.  Such  circumstances  are  most  likely  to 
occur  in  small  and  new  communities ;  and  when  they  exist,  all  proper  allow- 
ance  must  be  made  for  the  action  of  the  Christian  Associatioil  in  secular 
matters. 

But  such  cases  must  be  regarded  as  exceptional,  and  as  subordinate  to  the 
proper  functions  of  the  Association. 

The  main  work  must  be  carried  on  efficiently,  even  though  these  extraneous 
things,  however  good  in  their  own  place,  should  suffer. 

It  might  be  most  meritorious  in  certain  circumstances  that  the  soldier 
should  be  competent  to  be  his  own  tailor  or  shoemaker,  but  the  true  soldier 
would  rather  go  into  action  with  bad  shoes  and  a  ragged  coat  than  that  the 
battle  should  be  lost  while  he  is  sitting  with  his  needle. 

I  fear  that  sometimes  the  greater  battle  with  sin  and  Satan  is  thus  lost  by 
our  triffing  with  things  relatively  of  small  importance.  Where  necessity  ap- 
pears to  occur  for  such  extraneous  work  there  are  three  test  questions  which 
must  be  applied  to  it :  1st.  Is  it  in  itself  good  and  blameless  and  useful  ?  2d. 
Can  it  fairly  be  made  to  promote  the  direct  ends  of  the  Association  to  a  greater 
extent  than  that  in  which  it  will  consume  its  means?  8d.  Is  there  no  other 
agency  by  which  it  can  be  as  well,  or  better  accomplished? 

Lastly,  we  should  always  be  jealous  of  that  which  pleads  merely  "  attrac- 
tiveness." The  admission  of  this  plea  is  usually  a  fatal  admission  of  the  want 
of  real  value  in  our  direct  work,  either  absolutely  or  relatively  to  the  workers, 
or  those  worked  for.  This  philosophy  is  well  understood  by  the  practical  man 
of  the  world,  and  was  well  understood  by  the  earliest  and  most  successful  mis- 
sionaries of  the  Qospel,  who  would  know  nothing  except  "  Jesus  Christ  and 
him  crucified,"  and  were  ready,  in  so  far  as  self-sacrifice  was  concerned,  to  be- 
come all  things  to  all  men. 

They  do  not  seem  to  have  found  it  necessary  to  hold  fancy  fairs  for  the  poor 
saints  at  Jerusalem,  to  entice  the  votaries  of  vice  of  Corinth  by  billiard  tables 
and  fine  music,  or  to  deck  themselves  or  their  meeting-rooms  with  gold  and 
embroidery.    Their  spiritual  warfare  was  not  that  of  shoutd,  and  tinsel,  and 
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clang  of  gongs,  but  of  the  unerring  rifle  and  farreaching  artillery  of  truth  ; 
and  it  is  mj  firm  conviction,  that  it  is  alone  by  following  them  in  their  severe 
Puritanism,  their  holy  ardor,  and  their  scientific  precision  of  aim,  that  in  these 
practical  and  struggling  days,  any  Christian  Association,  and  especially  any 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  can  be  in  the  highest  degree  successful. 
Our  duty  is  to  watch,  and  fight  and  pray,  not  to  deck  ourselves  with  ornaments 
and  amuse  ourselves  with  useless  trifles. 

When  the  fight  is  over,  and  the  victory  won,  we  may  display  our  banners, 
and  march  to  the  sound  of  music,  and  wreath  our  guns  with  flowers ;  but  for  the 
Christian  soldier  this  triumph  is  not  for  this  world.  It  belongs  to  the  world  to 
3ome. 

The  Convention  sang 

"  Guide  me,  O  Thou  Great  Jehovah." 

J.  H.  Gendell,  Philadelphia : 

The  work  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  young  men  to  Jesus  through  all  the 
agencies,  in  my  opinion,  that  a  Christian  Association  can  use  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  They  are  especially  adapted  to  bring  young  men  under  religious 
influences,  drawing  them  away  from  the  attraction  of  the  world  and  of  sin.  In 
our  own  Association  in  Philadelphia,  we  have  many  attractions  which  are  not 
strictly  religious  in  their  character.  We  have  a  large  library,  a  great  portion 
of  which  are  not  religious  books,  and  our  papers  are  the  leading  secular  as  well 
as  religious  journals ;  a  debating  society,  scientific  lectures,  &c.  In  going 
through  this  building  we  see  many  similar  attractions,  and  others  which  we 
have  not,  such  as  bath  rooms,  &c.  And  we  have  a  number  of  classes  in  the 
dlfierent  branches  of  education.  Why  are  not  these  put  on  exactly  the  same 
basis  as  other  attractions  ?  Tiiey  bring  young  men  to  our  rooms ;  they  come  for 
one  purpose,  writing  lesson,  perhaps  ;  the  lesson  over,  they  hear  some  fine  sing- 
ing in  the  next  story,  perhaps  find  a  prayer-meeting  in  progress.  Something 
may  touch  their  hearts,  and  get  them  in  the  habit  of  attending  our  meetings, 
and  they  become  saved  men.  Now.  in  so  far  as  these  scientific  lectures  which 
are  in  substance  classes  of  instruction,  are  equally  well,  our  library,  our  news- 
papers, our  bath-rooms  andother  appliances,  means  of  attraction  to  young  men 
subordinated  to  a  higher  object,  I  say  we  ought  to  encourage  them  and  adopt 
them.  In  so  far  as  instruction  by  the  useful  arts  and  sciences  is  higher  than 
mere  amusement,  just  so  far  do  these  classes  rank  higher  than  our  games,  and 
books,  and  libraries.  I  think  secular  instruction  should  have  a  very  prominent 
place  in  our  Associations. 

N.  P.  Kemp,  Boston : 

With  regard  to  this  subject,  one  means  of  instruction  may  be  important  in 
one  place,  another  may  be  better  in  another  place.  I  think  in  different  locali- 
ties different  views  may  be  entertained.  In  Worceifter,  we  have  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  the  Association.  If  we  see  the  necessity,  we  can  adopt  them ;  but  I 
think  we  can  hold  social  gatherings  instead  of  these  with  profit. 

The  audience  then  sang 

"  We  all  must  speak  for  Jesus." 
The  President  announced  The  Fourth  Topic,  and  introduced 
Mark  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  President  of  Williams  College;  he 
was  received  with  great  applause. 
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MODEBN    SCBFTICISM  IN  ITS    RELATIONS   TO  YoUNG    MBN — HOW    SHALL    IT 

BE  Met  by  Our  Associations  ? 

Unbelief  is  regarded  hj  the  Scriptures  as  sin.  It  is  the  one  great  sin  that 
stands  between  man  and  any  good  which  God  may  have  provided  for  him — the 
one  sin  that  stands  between  him  and  the  remedy  for  sin.  It  was  because  of 
unbelief  that  the  Jews  of  old  could  not  enter  into  the  promised  land.  When 
our  Saviour  was  on  the  earth  He  could  not  do  many  mighty  works  in  His  own 
country  because  of  their  unbelief,  and  He  said  that  when  the  spirit  of  truth 
should  come  He  should  reprove  the  world  of  sin  because  they  believed  not  on 
Him. 

But  if  unbelief  be  sin,  what  kind  of  unbelief?  Will  it  include  scepticism  ? 
This  inquiry  is  vital,  for  I  wish  to  open  this  discussion  by  a  vindication  of 
honest  doubt,  and  of  free  inquiry,  and  of  the  Bible,  not  only  as  not  repressing 
these,  but  as  favoring  them.  And  this  I  wish  to  do  because  religion  is  so  often 
represented  as  requiring  a  submission  of  the  intellect  to  authority  that  is  un- 
favorable to  its  independence  and  full  development. 

What  kind  of  unbelief  is  it,  then,  that  is  sin  ?  Is  it  of  facts  as  substantiated 
by  evidence  ?  Is  it  of  anything  that  presents  itself  as  truth  in  the  region  of 
pure  intellect  ?  No ;  not  simply  because  they  did  not  believe  a  fact  on  the 
ground  of  evidence  was  there  sin,  but  because  they  did  not  believe  in  God ;  be- 
cause they  did  not  believe  an  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Here,  then,  we  have,  as  opposed  to  unbelief,  two  things  quite  distinct.  One 
is  simple  belief ;  the  other  is  trust,  confidence,  faith,  for  these  are  always  in- 
volved in  believing  on  a  person.  These — belief  and  trust — are  both  natural  to 
man.  They  are  his  normal  state.  No  man  begins  as  a  sceptic.  When  first 
revealed  to  ourselves  we  find  ourselves  believing  and  trusting  Through  belief 
and  trust  we  learn  all  that  we  learn,  and  become  all  that  we  become,  and  do  all 
that  we  do.  They  are'the  vital  air  of  all  hope  and  effort.  Unbelief,  scepticism, 
is  negation,  and  that  can  never  do  anything  or  give  power  to  do  anything.  A 
man  might  as  well  hope  to  gain  power  to  live  by  putting  his  head  into  an  ex- 
hausted receiver  as  to  hope  for  any  intellectual,  or  emotive,  or  moral  power  from 
unbelief  Unbelief  is  paralysis,  it  is  stagnation,  it  is  death  in  relation  to  all 
that  it  rejects.  There  is  in  it  no  working  power,  no  possibility  of  the  appropri- 
ation of  a  salvation  that  is  to  come  through  truth  and  through  the  acceptance 
of  Christ.  So  it  is,  not  in  religion  only,  but  in  everything.  Except  as  we 
believe  something,  we  can  never  inielligeutly  do  anything.  We  plow  because 
we  believe  we  shall  get  a  crop.  We  dig  for  the  ore  because  we  believe  it  is 
there.  We  come  to  God  because  we  *'  believe  that  He  is,  and  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  Him."  Universally,  unbelief  and  distrust  must  pre- 
clude benefit  from  that  which  is  not  believed  in,  and  fVom  a  person  so  far  dis- 
trusted as  to  be  rejected  in  anything  he  may  offer  himself  to  us  fbr. 

Belief  and  trust  are  fundamentally  allied,  but  are  not  the  same ;  and  because 
they  are  thus  allied  they  need  to  be  the  more  carefully  distinguished.  Belief 
must  precede  trust,  and  is  an  element  in  it.  Belief  is  fh)m  the  intellect ;  trust  is 
from  the  affections  and  the  will.  Belief  respects  facts  and  relations ;  trust 
always  rests  on  a  person.  We  believe  on  the  ground  of  evidence  ;  we  trust  on 
the  ground  of  character.  Belief,  in  some  cases  at  least,  is  not  subject  to  our 
will,  and  never  directly ;  trust  always  involves  an  act  of  choice,  and  so  of  will. 
Through  belief  we  enter  into  the  great  realm  of  truth ;  through  trust  we  enter 
into  the  higher  r^m  of  the  affections.  We  believe  a  truth  ;  we  believe  on  a 
person. 
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Of  belief  the  proper  object  is  truth,  and  its  instrument  is  the  intellect.  This 
God  has  given  to  man  as  he  has  jfiven  him  si^ht,  and  its  efficient  and  right  use 
is  a  condition  of  those  hiprher  affections  by  which  we  are  united  to  him.  Over 
against  the  intellect  thus  given  God  has  set  the  reality  of  things,  as  he  has  set 
visible  objects  over  against  sight ;  and  this  reality  of  things,  being  apprehended 
and  stated,  becomes  truth. 

Of  truth,  in  this  view  of  it,  and  as  tested  by  both  reason  and  Scripture,  our 
estimate  can  not  be  too  high. 

As  representing  the  reality  of  things  it  is  obvious  to  reason  that  truth  must 
be  the  light  of  the  intellect.  It  is  the  only  light  in  which  a  man  can  walk  in- 
telligently under  his  own  guidance,  and  he  might  as  well  think  it  of  little  con- 
sequence whether  he  shall  see  correctly  the  objects  and  distances  around  him, 
as  to  think  it  of  little  consequence  what  he  believes.  It  is  with  the  reality  of 
things  that  we  have  to  do,  and  success  or  failure  waits  and  must  wait  on  our 
conformity,  or  want  of  conformity,  to  this  reality.  A  want  of  such  conformity 
may  be  from  ignorance,  or  from  wickedness  ;  it  may  be  a  blunder  or  a  sin,  but 
from  such  want  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  forms  it  is  that  all  failure  and  dis- 
aster come. 

And  in  this  high  estimate,  by  reason  of  the  value  of  truth,  the  Scriptures 
coincide.  They  tell  us  that  Christ  came  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth  ;  that  we 
are  to  grow  by  the  truth  ;  to  walk  in  the  truth  ;  to  obey  the  truth ;  to  purify 
our  minds  by  obeying  it.  We  are  to  have  our  loins  girt  about  with  truth.  It 
is  the  truth  that  is  to  make  us  free.  Christ  prayed  the  Father  that  he  would 
sanctify  His  disciples  through  the  truth.  Salvation  is  "  through  sanctification 
of  the  spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth."  Not  all  truth  will  produce  these  effects, 
but  only  the  truth  ;  and  this  can  produce  them  only  as  it  is  known  and  brought 
into  living  contact  with  the  soul.  It  is  a  strange  misapprehension  for  Christians 
to  suppose  they  can  grow  while  they  are  indifferent  to  the  truth.  As  well 
might  we  hope  for  physical  life  without  food  as  for  intellectual,  or  moral,  or 
spiritual  life  without  truth. 

But  as  reason  and  the  Scriptures  coincide  in  their  estimate  of  the  value  of 
truth,  so  do  they  respecting  the  duty  of  seeking  it  earnestly  and  impartially. 

Has  God  endowed  us  with  this  intellect  ?  And  is  it,  demands  Reason,  to  be 
cramped,  restricted,  limited,  dwarfed  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  in 
every  way  quickened,  strengthened,  enlarged?  Is  there  any  knowledge  of 
God  or  His  works,  of  facts  or  relations,  that  is  not  good  for  it  ?  We  say  no. 
We  say  that  we  here  come  into  a  region  which  God  invites  all  to  enter,  and 
into  which,  as  governed  by  its  own  laws,  authority  has  no  right  to  come.  The 
laws  by  which  this  region  is  governed  are  the  laws  of  evidence.  If  they  re- 
quire us  to  believe,  we  are  to  believe ;  if  to  doubt,  we  are  to  doubt ;  if  to  dis- 
believe, we  are  to  disbelieve.  Truth  is  one.  It  does  not  depend  upon  will.  We 
are  as  much  to  see  it  as  it  is,  as  we  are  to  see  the  objects  before  us  as  they  are ; 
and  the  laws  of  evidence  are  as  independent  of  us  and  as  necessary  as  the  laws 
of  light.  Light  may  be  refracted,  it  may  be  colored,  it  may  be  dim ;  we  are 
liable  to  mistake  and  need  care,  but  God  has  given  us  eyes,  and  with  care  we 
can  ascertain  the  qualities  of  objects  around  us  At  any  rate  our  eyes  must  be 
for  us  the  ultimate  authority  in  what  pertains  to  objects  of  sight. 

And  so  it  must  be  with  the  intellect.  Its  office  is  to  know  ;  its  object  is 
truth ;  its  light  is  evidence.  We  need  care,  but  we  are  capable  of  knowing 
what  we  need  to  know,  and  concerning  objects  within  the  field  of  intellect  the 
final  appeal  must  be  to  intellect.    We  are  never  to  believe  anything  for  which 
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there  is  not  more  evidence  than  there  is  against  it.  We  are  never  to  believe 
anything  which  it  is  not  more  rational  to  believe  than  it  is  not  to  believe  it. 
We  are  responsible  for  our  opinions  because  the  will  comes  in  to  determine 
whether  we  will  examine  all  the  evidence  and  weigh  it  fairly.  So  far,  and  no 
further,  what  we  need  here,  and  all  that  we  need,  are  eameptness  and  candor — 
earnestness  to  search  out  all  the  evidence  on  both  sides  of  every  question,  and 
candor  that  we  may  estimate  it  without  bias.  Give  us  earnest,  broad,  fair- 
minded  men,  and  we  have  no  fear  of  investigation  to  any  extent  on  any  subject, 
be  it  literature,  science,  philosophy,  or  religion.  Give  us  the  truth  and  we  are 
content. 

And  here  again, as  has  been  said,  the  Scriptures  conspire  and  harmonize  with 
reason.  They  call  upon  us  to  "  take  fast  hold  of  instruction  and  not  let  her 
go ;  "  to  "  receive  instruction  and  not  silver,  and  knowledge  rather  than  gold." 
They  call  upon  us  with  all  our  getting  to  get  understanding ;  to  "  buy  the 
truth  and  sell  it  not."  They  call  upon  us  to  "  prove  all  things,  and  to  hold  fast 
which  is  good  "  It  is  the  glory  of  Christianity  that  it  is  a  religion  of  light. 
"  God  is  light."  In  Him  is  no  darkness  at  all,  and  those  who  have  fellowship 
with  Him  are  to  "  walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is  in  the  light." 

Here,  then,  we  reach  our  first  position.  It  is  that  of  ihe  right  of  private 
judgment,  and  of  the  entire  freedom  and  independence  of  the  intellect.  When 
that  alone  is  concerned,  if  the  evidence  does  not  justify  belief,  no  blame  can  be 
attached  to  doubt  or  unbelief. 

Taken  by  itself,  what  has  now  been  said  seems  plain ;  but  the  inquiry  arises, 
How  can  the  intellect  be  free  under  a  system  that  makes  unbelief  a  sin  t 

It  could  not  if  ih.e  intellect  alone  were  in  question  ;  and  we  must  here  recur 
to  our  distinction  between  belief  and  trust — between  the  simple  belief  of  a  fact 
and  believing  on  a  person.  If  a  person  is  to  be  believed  on  he  must  stand  in 
some  personal  relation  to  us,  and  oflTer  himself  to  us  in  some  way  of  service  or 
aid.  The  question  of  believing  on  a  person  is  always  practical.  To  do  it 
implies,  first,  that  we  feel  the  need  of  the  aid  offered  ;  second,  that  we  believe 
the  person  offering  the  aid  is  able  and  willing  to  give  it ;  and.  third,  that  we 
commit  ourselves  to  him  by  an  act  of  choice  or  will  to  be  aided  in  that  which 
he  offers  himself  to  us  for.  The  man  is  sick  and  feels  his  need  of  aid ;  he 
believes  the  physician  can  cure  him.  He  commits  his  case  to  him.  That  is  all. 
He  does  not  believe  an  him  till  this  last  act  is  done,  and  a  refusal  to  do  that  is 
practical  unbelief.  The  question  at  this  point  has  no  reference  to  the  quantity 
or  the  quality  of  the  belief,  to  its  being  or  not  being  accompanied  by  emotion, 
but  to  the  entering  into  it  of  a  new  element  from  the  will  by  which  it  becomes 
trust.  If  we  include  intellectual  unfairness  it  is  here  only  that  the  moral 
element  comes  in,  and  here  especially  that  the  censure  or  commendation  of  the 
Scriptures  rests. 

In  all  this  the  intellect  is  concerned.  In  one  part  of  the  process,  that  which 
judges  of  the  competency  and  willingness  of  him  who  offers  aid,  it  acts  alone  ; 
but  so  far  as  it  is  concerned,  it  is  to  be  governed  by  evidence,  and  is  to  perform 
its  processes  with  the  same  freedom  and  independence  as  elsewhere.  It  has  the 
right,  nay,  it  is  bound,  to  scrutinize  fully  the  claims,  not  only  of  any  one  who 
presents  himself  to  be  believed  simply  on  his  own  testimony,  but  especially  of 
any  one  who  presents  himself  as  claiming  to  be  believed  on.  In  doing  this,  the 
attitude  of  the  mind  should  be  determined  by  the  character  and  claims  of  the 
person  to  be  believed  on.  Great  humility  and  reverence  may  be  required,  but 
this  will  not  preclude  free  inquiry,  for  even  God  challenges  scrutiny  in  regard 
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to  his  claims,  and  offers  himself  to  the  rational  acceptance  of  His  creatures. 
Nor  need  the  intellect  always  act  log  cally.  Intuition  may  come  in.  There 
may  be  something?  in  the  eye,  the  aspect,  the  voice  of  him  who  offers  himself, 
something  in  the  offer  he  makes  as  meeting  or  not  meeting  our  needs  which 
we  could  not  state,  but  which  would  supersede  logical  evidence  and  furnish  an 
adequate  and  rational  ground  of  conduct.  But  however  reached,  such  ground 
we  are  to  have,  and  having  it,  there  may  or  may  not  be  sin  in  rejecting  one 
who  may  offer  himself  to  be  believed  on.  The  sin,  if  any,  will  lie  in  the  moral 
blindness  which  fails  to  see  its  need,  and  in  the  recklessness,  or  perverseness, 
or  ingratitude  which  fails  to  accept  of  proffered  aid. 

Here,  then,  we  reach  our  second  position.  As  it  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
the  intellect  that  we  are  to  believe  nothing  which  it  is  not  more  rational  to 
believe  than  not  to  believe,  so  now  we  say  that  we  are  not  to  trust  any  one  for 
anything  whom  it  is  not  more  rational  to  trust  for  that  thing  than  it  is  not  to 
trust  him. 

Always  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  intellect  are  to  be  respected. 
This  makes  the  whole  process  rational,  and  removes  any  possible  ground  of 
conflict  between  faith  and  reason,  since  faith  is  simply  trust  in  a  person  for  that 
for  which  he  offers  himself  to  us.  He  who  trusts  his  fellow-man  for  all  that  for 
which  he  offers  himself  to  him  has  faith  in  that  man.  He  who  trusts  Christ 
fully,  utterly,  for  all  that  for  which  he  offers  himself  to  him  has  faith  in  Christ, 
and  he  who  trusts  GKxl  in  the  same  way  has  faith  in  GKxl.  The  only  unbelief 
which  the  Scriptures  condemn,  except,  as  has  been  said,  that  which  comes  from 
unfairness  of  mind,  consists  in  no  independent  or  free  act  of  the  intellect,  but 
in  that  complex  act  by  which  the  man  refuses  to  yield  to  Clirist  and  to  God 
that  confidence  which  is  their  due  when  they  offer  themselves  to  him  in  those 
vital  relations  on  which  his  well-being  depends. 

But  what  of  scepticism  in  all  this?  Are  unbelief  and  scepticism  the  same? 
So  they  seem  to  have  been  regarded  originally.  At  least  the  Scriptures  scarcely 
recognize  that  separation  of  avowed  conviction  and  action  so  unnatural,  yet  so 
common  in  our  day.  It  was  supposed  in  those  days  that  a  belief  that  Jesus 
was  the  Christ  would  be  followed  by  a  reception  of  him,  and  the  Scriptures  do 
not  seem  to  recognize  anything  as  belief  which  does  not  do  this.  Hence  the 
term  unbelief  included  scepticism,  and  covered  the  whole  ground. 

But,  as  we  have  seen,  in  believing  on  a  person  there  are  two  elements.  It  is 
possible  to  separate  the  belief  ftom  the  trust.  Together  they  are  that  one  con- 
crete act  of  the  whole  man  which  the  Scriptures  call  faith,  but  distinctively  the 
belief  is  from  the  intellect,  and  the  trust  from  the  affections  and  the  will.  In 
the  Scriptures  it  is  the  believing  on  a  person  that  is  made  the  turning  point. 
Hence  that  is  made  prominent.  In  that  the  affections  and  will  must  come  in. 
But  there  is  a  large  field  of  religious  truth  which  does  not  immediately  involve 
belief  on  a  person.  In  this  field  questions  arise  that  are  for  the  intellect  solely, 
and  yet  which  may  be  so  decided  that  trust  in  God  or  in  Christ  shall  be  im- 
possible. Such  are  the  questions  of  the  Being,  of  a  personal  God,  of  our  re- 
sponsibility to  Him,  and  of  a  future  state ;  and  it  is  in  the  field  where  such 
questions  arise  that  we  find  the  exact  place  of  scepticism  as  now  understood. 
It  consists  in  a  disbelief  of  those  e$$erUial  truths,  vfithout  which  reUgious  trust 
is  impossible.  He  who  so  disbelieves  speculative  truth  that  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  trust  in  God  is  a  sceptic  in  relation  to  God  ;  and  he  who  so  disbelieves 
speculative  truth  in  regard  to  the  person,  or  character,  or  work  of  Christ,  it 
a  sceptic  in  relation  to  Christ. 
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Is,  tlien,  BcepticUm  as  well  as  unbelief  sinful  ?  If  God  has  put  within  the 
reach  of  man  evidence  which  ought  to  convince  him,  yes ;  if  not,  no.  Has  Qod 
done  this  in  relation  to  these  essential  truths?  So  the  Apostle  Paul  thought, 
respecting  one  of  them  at  least,  when  he  said  that  "  the  invisible  things  of  Him 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood  by  the 
things  that  are  made,  even  His  eternal  power  and  Godhead ;  so  that  they  are 
without  excuse.''  So  we  think  in  regard  to  all  cardinal  truths.  We  belieive 
that  God  has  given  such  evidence  of  them  as  ought  to  convince  every  man.  It 
is  only  from  the  impression  that  religious  scepticism  exists  despite  such  evi- 
dence that  odium  is  attached  to  it.  How  far  this  may  be  unjust  in  individual 
cases  God  only  can  judge;  but  when  we  look  at  the  evidence  for  these  truths 
without  and  within  us,  it  can  be  no  breach  of  charity  to  say  that  the  great  mass 
of  scepticism  as  above  defined  is  not  from  want  of  evidence.  There  are  con- 
ditions for  the  attainment  of  religious  as  well  as  of  scientific  truth.  Is  the 
sceptic  sure  he  has  complied  with  these?  Is  he  sure  that  his  choice  of  a 
supreme  end  is  right  ?  If  not,  is  he  aware  of  the  subtle  and  pervading  in- 
fluence of  a  wrong  choice  in  that  to  deaden  and  pervert  the  intellect  on  reli- 
gious subjects  ?  Is  he  sure  that  the  ultimate  bearing  of  the  truth  in  question — 
a  thing  that  men  see  afar  off,  and  as  by  instinct,  has  given  him  no  bias  ?  Has 
he  examined  the  evidences  for  the  Bible,  and  studied  the  book  itself  as  he 
should  ?  Has  he  felt  his  need  of  light  from  above,  and  with  the  spirit  of  a 
child  and  the  importunity  demanded  by  the  interests  in  question,  asked  Wisdom 
of  Him  who  has  promised  to  give  it  liberally  V  I  have  seen  no  such  sceptic. 
1  do  not  believe  there  is  such  an  one.  But  if  there  be,  the  scepticism  which  I 
oppose  is  not  that.  It  is  one  which  has  its  roots,  manifested  or  concealed,  in  the 
atfections  and  the  will ;  one  in  which  there  has  been  a  failure  at  some  point  to 
meet  the  conditions  which  may  fairly  be  demanded  lor  the  attainment  of  reli- 
gious truth. 

Such  is  scepticism  as  we  view  it.  It  is  the  same  in  substance  in  different 
ages,  but  protean  in  form.  In  temper  it  is  sometimes  cynical,  sometimes 
philanthropic.  Now  it  works  under  the  garb  of  transcendentalism,  now  of 
metaphysics,  now  through  critical  or  antiquarian  research,  now  through  litera- 
ture, and  now  through  science,  passing  from  one  to  the  other,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  day,  or  as  may  best  serve  its  purpose.  In  my  early  days  the 
scepticism  dreaded  was  that  of  Hume  and  Voltaire.  That  of  the  one  was  meta- 
physical, questioning  first  truths  and  unsettling  the  ground  of  all  belief.  That 
of  the  other  was  Ught,  sarcastic,  mocking,  making  a  show  of  learning,  but  not 
profound,  and  using  ridicule  as  its  chief  weapon.  They  were  the  same  tiling, 
but  one  was  Scotch  and  the  other  French.  The  alarm,  as  I  remember  it,  was 
greater  then  than  now.  But  the  metaphysics  did  service,  because  there 
was  something  for  them  to  pull  down.  They  were  opposed  to  a  false  theory 
of  the  origin  of  knowledge  and  of  primary  ideas.  The  ridicule,  too,  was 
effective,  because  it  was  agaiust  the  absurdities  and  corruptions  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  result  was  that  in  England,  in  this  country,  and  in  Germany,  the 
foundations  of  truth  were  better  seen  and  more  fully  established.  In  France  the 
ridicule  did  not  cure  the  corruption.  Kidicule  may  kill  what  is  ridiculous,  but 
never  cures  anything,  and  that,  and  the  corruption,  have  made  France  what  she 
is  to-day. 

But  what  is  the  present  phase  of  scepticism  ?  Quite  different  from  that  of 
Hume  and  Voltaire,  its  main  peculiarity  and  source  of  power  is  from  its  asso- 
oation  with  physical  science.    The  marvelous  advance  and  expansion  of  thi 
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is,  perhaps,  the  great  feature  of  the  present  age.  It  discriminates  it  from  ail 
preceding  ages,  and  furnishes  the  ground  for  a  new  starting  point  to  man.  It 
gives  leisure,  wealth,  and  a  consciousness  of  power  greater  than  ever  before. 
It  so  harnesses  forces,  and  analyzes  substances,  and  subsidizes  elements ;  so 
penetrates  the  vast,  and  scrutinizes  the  minute,  as  to  kindle  the  imagination 
and  cause  man  to  project  himself  into  the  future  as  of  gigantic  proportions. 
Depending  on  observation  and  experiment  lor  its  facts,  and  largely  on  mathe- 
matics for  it3  deductions,  it  arrogates  to  itself  the  name  of  science  par  emineriee, 
as  reaching  a  certainty  unattainable  in  other  departments.  Thus,  conferring 
benefits,  and  awakening  hopes,  and  claiming  certainty,  anything  associated 
with  it,  or  having  its  sanction,  especially  anything  that  claims  to  be  it,  must 
present  itself  at  a  great  advantage.  And  this  is  precisely  what  scepticism  now 
does.  In  some  of  its  forms  it  associates  itself  with  physical  science ;  in  others, 
as  positivism,  and  in  the  theory  that  regards  abstract  force  as  (iod,  it  claims  to 
be  science,  and  the  only  science  possible. 

Thus  associated,  and  with  such  claims,  scepticism  now  presents  itself  to 
young  men  in  an  attitude  probably  more  attractive  than  ever  before,  and  we 
need  not  be  surprised  if  many  are  drawn  away  by  it.  Everywhere  around 
them  they  feel  the  breath  and  catch  the  spirit  of  a  new  movement  and  era. 
They  are  conscious  of  an  uplifting,  as  by  the  groundswell  ot  vast  forces.  They 
are  conscious  of  entering,  not  only  upon  the  heritage  of  a  new  continent  thai  is 
just  beginning  to  reveal  its  vast  treasures  and  boundless  resources,  but  also 
upon  the  heritage  of  those  great  natural  forces  wlilch  will  enable  them  to  avail 
themselves  of  those  resources  and  to  multiply  them  tenfold.  All  this  should 
lead  to  grateful  wonder  and  to  a  recognition  of  the  intelligence  and  goodness 
that  has  made  such  provisions. 

Let  it  do  this,  and  through  the  duing  of  it  let  these  treasures  and  forces  be 
wielded  by  the  energy  and  guided  by  the  wisdom  of  Christian  young  men,  and 
what  a  continent  would  the  sun  look  down  upon  at  the  end  of  the  next  fifty 
years  1  What  belts  and  intersections  of  railroads  and  telegraplis!  What 
commerce  upon  its  waters  !  What  wealth  in  its  cities  1  What  villas  on  the 
hill-tops,  and  slopes,  and  prairies  1  What  schools  and  colleges,  amply  furnished 
and  endowed  !  What  **  running  to  and  fro  !"  What  increase  of  knowledge  I 
What  churches — all  paid  fori  What  missions  to  the  benighted  1  What  cul- 
ture and  Sucial  intercourse  1  What  men  I  What  women  1  iSurely.  this  nation 
stands  on  the  borders  of  an  inheritance  richer  and  ampler  than  that  of  Canaan, 
with  no  Jordan  rolling  between.  Nothing  but  unbelief  can  prevent  it  from 
entering  in  and  taking  possession ;  and  you,  young  men,  are  those  who  are 
called  upon  to  take  up  the  ark  of  (iod  and  **  go  forward.'  With  that  in  our 
midst,  there  will  be  triumph;  without  it,  defeat — defeat  through  this  very 
goodness  of  God. 

No  people  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  bear  prosperity.  No  nation  has  ever 
yet  been  richly  dowered  in  soil  and  climate  that  has  not  lallen  through  the 
very  gifts  that  ought  to  have  made  it  great.  The  tendency  to  self-sufficiency 
and  self-mdulgence  is  too  strong.  The  greater  the  power  and  the  enjoyment 
to  be  gained  the  greater  is  the  desire  for  that  freedom  from  restraint  which 
scepticism  gives.  Hence  the  cry,  '*  No  God."  Let  us  exclude  Him  and  the  in- 
heritance shall  be  ours. 

Such  is  modern  scepticism.    How  shall  it  be  met  by  our  Associations  ? 

It  is  to  be  met  by  them  just  as  it  would  be  by  an  individual  of  good  common 
sense :  and 
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First.  We  are  not  to  be  afraid  of  it.  We  are  to  divest  ourselves  and,  if  pos- 
sible, free  others  from  any  impression  that  scepticism  involves  superior  saga- 
city  or  strength  of  mind.  There  has  been  an  assmnption  of  this  on  the  part  of 
sceptics  and  an  admission  of  it  by  others  for  which  there  is  no  foandation. 
Scepticism  may  indicate  power,  but  never  the  highest  power,  e'*.her  in  kind  or 
degree.  It  may,  also,  and  more  often  does,  indicate  weakness.  The  highest 
form  of  power  is  in  affirmation  and  construction.  So  God  intended.  The 
greatest  men  have  always  been  builders.  But  scepticism  is  negation.  Its  work 
is  destructive ;  and  to  deny,  to  doubt^  to  object,  to  find  flaws,  to  destroy  any- 
thing that  can  be  destroyed,  is  comparatively  easy.  It  does  not  require  the 
highest  form  of  power,  and  is  a  kind  of  work  in  which  a  thoroughly  healthy 
and  robust  intellect  does  not  readily  engage.  Strength  is  indicated  by  estimat- 
ing evidence  just  as  it  is,  and  by  believing,  doubting  or  disbelieving,  according 
to  that.  To  accept  as  evidence  what  is  not  evidence  is  weak.  That  is  credulity. 
Not  to  recognize  as  evidence  that  which  is  evidence,  is  also  weak.  That  is  scep- 
ticism, and  which  shows  the  greater  weakness  it  would  be  difficult  to  say. 
Credulity  is  often  from  indolence,  and  tends  to  superstition.  Scepticism  is  often, 
perhaps  most  often,  fh>m  vanity,  and  tends  to  conceit.  Strength  finds  the  rock 
and  builds  upon  it 

Second.  We  are  to  distinguish  between  facts  and  inferences. 

Much  of  what  is  called  science  is  mere  inference.  It  may  be  the  inference 
of  scientific  men,  but  it  often  happens  that  those  most  reliable  in  observation 
are  least  so  in  inference.  When  Darwin  states  the  fact  that  a  black  bear  was 
seen  swimming  in  the  northern  seas,  and  opening  his  mouth  to  catch  the  insects 
on  which  the  whale  feeds,  we  are  to  accept  the  fact,  but  not  necessarily  his  infer- 
ence, that  by  continuing  to  do  this  bears  might  ultimately  become  aquatic  animals 
and  as  monstrous  as  whales.  When  he  observes  similarities  heretofore  un- 
noticed between  man  and  the  lower  animals  we  may  accept  the  facts  without 
adopting  his  inference  that  the  progenitor  of  man  was  a  monkey — probably  an 
African  monkey — and  more  remotely  a  low  aquatic  animal.  Of  the  fact  that  ihe 
Cardiff  giant  was  dug  up  in  the  State  of  New- York  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  of 
the  inference  from  that  fact  by  a  distinguished  palaeontologist  that  it  must  have 
lain  there  at  least  ten  thousand  years  we  may  be  permitted  to  doubt. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  here  that  we  are  to  be  careful  respecting  our  own 
inferences,  and  not  to  charge  men  with  holding  facts  and  theories  incompatible 
with  the  Bible  and  religion  when  they  are  not.  This  has  often  l>een  done,  and 
the  past  is  strewn  with  dead  issues  that  have  been  fought  over  with  fury,  but 
are  now  seen  to  have  had  no  relation  to  essential  truth. 

Third.  In  dealing  with  scepticism  we  are  to  welcome  candidly  and  fearlessly 
all  truth,  and  to  respect  every  honest  doubt. 

On  the  first  part  of  this  proposition  enough  has  been  said,  nor  need  I  enlarge 
on  the  second.  In  the  mind  of  a  being  coming  forward  as  man  does,  doubt  is 
as  legitimate  as  the  uncertainty  of  sight  in  the  twilight.  For  every  young 
man  there  is  a  period  of  doubt  as  he  comes  up  to  the  great  questions  of  all 
time  and  begins  to  wrestle  with  them.  This  is  a  critical  period.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessarily sceptical  doubt,  but  the  doubt  of  ignorance  and  of  inquiry.  He  is 
willing  to  believe,  but  needs  sympathy  and  light.  Give  him  these.  At  the 
same  time  win  him  over  by  every  legitimate  means  from  evil  associations  and 
from  vice,  and  in  almost  every  case  he  will  come  out  into  clear  vision  Reproach 
and  repression  of  inquiry  will  have  an  opposite  effect. 

I  will  only  add  that  the  most  efficient  remedy  against   sceptidsm,  which 
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young  men  connected  with  Christian  Associations  can  employ,  is  the  cultivation 
and  exercise  by  themselves  of  the  very  faith  they  wish  to  produce  in  others. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  great  law  tliat  like  begets  like.  Would  you 
produce  kindness  in  others?  Manifest  kindness  before  them  and  to  them. 
Would  you  produce  forbearance  ?  Be  forbearing.  Would  you  produce  hostility? 
Manifest  hostility.  And  soy would  you  produce  faith  in  others,  you  must  manifest 
before  them  and  toward  them  the  Iruits  of  faith.  If  an  intellectual  result  sim- 
ply were  aimed  at  this  would  not  be  so ;  but,  aiming  at  a  practical  result,  no- 
thing can  be  substituted  for  this.  Without  tliis  there  may  be  arrangements, 
expenditures,  meetings,  addressee,  but  the  work  wiJl  be  superficial.  The  un- 
leavened mass,  untouched  by  any  particle  with  the  true  leaven  in  it,  will  remain 
unchanged.  The  whole  secret  oi  the  spread  of  Christianity  over  the  world 
Is  in  this  figure  of  the  leaven.  It  is  fire  that  kindles  fire ;  love  that  kindles  love ; 
Christianity  manil'ested  that  spreads  Christianity.  Talent,  learning,  conviction 
from  argument,  are  well  in  their  places,  but  avail  little.  Belief  is  needed,  but 
it  must  be  in  the  form  of  trust.  It  must  be  belief  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
There  mvM  he  in  it  the  (acceptance  of  Him  for  all  t/iat  for  which  Me  offers  MitMelf 
to  U8,  and  sympathy  mth  Him  in  all  that  he  proposes  to  do.  In  such  a  belief 
there  is  life ;  and  in  life  there  is  power ;  and  in  the  instincts  of  all  lite  there 
is  practical  guidance.  Under  such  inspiration  and  such  guidance,  which  will 
be  really  that  of  the  spirit  ot  God,  the  beet  forms  of  organization  and  of  efibrt 
will  be  readily  reached.  Money  will  nut  be  wanting.  The  ministry  will  be 
sustained.  The  great  problem  of  lay  labor,  which  is  t/^  problem  now  belbre 
the  Church,  will  be  solved.  Denominational  lines  will  be  practically  obliterated ; 
and  the  pallid  and  protean  form  of  scepticism  will  vanish  before  the  com- 
bined power  of  light  and  love.  As  this  paper  is  to  be  made  the  basis  of  a 
discussion  it  may  be  well  to  state  its  main  positions,  in  their  natural  order. 

1.  That  scepticism  is  not  the  natural  state  of  man,  and  can  confer  upon  him 
no  positive  good. 

2.  That  truth,  not  all  truth,  but  the  truth,  is  vital  to  the  well-being  of  man,  and 
that  both  reason  aud  the  Scriptures  teach  that  it  is  so. 

8.  That  truth  is  to  be  sought  earnestly  and  candidly,  but  that  it  is  to  be  re- 
ceived on  its  own  evidence  only  when  it  is  rational  so  to  receive  it,  and  on  the 
testimony  ot  others  only  when  it  is  rational  to  receive  that ;  and  that  reason 
and  the  Scriptures  agree  in  teaching  this. 

4.  That  in  believing  on  a  person  belief  gets  an  element  from  the  will  and 
becomes  trust ;  that  the  person  offering  himself  to  be  believed  on  may  be  in 
such  relations  as  to  make  this  form  of  unbelief  sinlul,  and  that  this  is  the  un- 
beliet  most  strongly  condemned  in  the  Scriptures. 

5.  That  if  we  separate  the  two  elements  of  belief  and  trust,  scepticism  will 
be  a  disbelief  of  those  truths  which  underlie  trust,  and  without  which  that  is 
impossible. 

6.  That  this  scepticism  will  generally,  probably  always,  be  a  sin,  but  only 
if  there  be  some  failure  in  meeting  the  conditions  that  may  fairly  be  required 
for  the  attainment  of  religious  truth. 

7.  That  scepticism  is  always  one  in  substance,  but  protean  in  form,  and  that 
from  its  association  with  physical  science  it  now  presents  itsell  with  peculiar 
attractions  to  young  men. 

8.  That  in  dealing  with  scepticism  we  are,  frst,  not  to  fear  it;  it  has 
strength,  but  there  is  something  stronger ;  second,  we  are  to  discriminate  in- 
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fereDcee  from  facts ;  third,  to  accept  all  tnith,  and  respect  ereiy  honest  doabt ; 
and  fourth,  to  be  oorselveB  examples  of  that  living  faith  which  we  would  pro- 
duce in  others. 

William  H.  Payne,  of  Jerseyville,  HI.,  moved  that  this  address 
be  published  by  the  Executive  Committee.  Referred  to  the 
Business  Committee.    After  singing, 

"  My  Faith  looks  up  to  Thee/' 
remarks  on  the  topic  were  in  order. 

H.  A.  Staples,  Wakefield,  Masa— I  present  to  the  sceptic  a 
pure  light  which  he  can  receive  and  weigh.  We  want  to  be  chaste 
in  cur  languaga  We  want  to  be  pure  and  hallowed  in  our  lives 
and  thoughta 

H.  C.  Morris,  Philadelphia :  These  yoang  men,  in  whose  hands 
Dr.  Hopkins  has  placed  the  weapons  to  battle  error,  thank  him 
from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts.  He  has  shown  his  interest  for 
the  young  men  by  presenting  here  this  able  address. 

H.  A  Staples  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be 
extended  to  President  Hopkins  for  the  delivery  of  his  able 
address.     Carried. 

General  0.  0.  Howard : 

Infidelity  meets  us  in  such  a  variety  of  forms,  and  nnder  such  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  that  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  apply  any  one  remedy  to  the  whole, 
unless  it  be  the  one  remedy  of  Christ,  who  is  all  in  all.  I  suppose  tliat  the 
scepticism  meant  here  is  the  scepticism  of  modem  times,  coming  from  a  Iiighly 
intellectual  class  of  people  who  write  in  our  magazines  and  our  religious  new»» 
papers,  and  preach  in  our  pulpits.  To  meet  that  practically  is  what  we,  as 
young  men,  want  to  know  how  to  do.  Many  of  us  are  not  able  to  cope  with 
those  men  in  reason ;  many  of  us  have  other  things  to  do.  We  are  sent  forth 
by  the  Master  to  do  certain  things ;  but  certainly  the  life  we  lead  in  their 
presence  they  cannot  mistake.  But  as  President  Hopkins  says,  "  Never  bf 
afraid  of  any  man.'*  We  know  in  the  beginning  that  he  is  wrong,  and  we  can 
afford  to  look  him  straight  in  the  face.  We  can  afford  to  bring  him  back  again 
to  the  simple  words  of  our  Saviour,  and  we  must  remember  always  that  the 
most  powerful  weapon  in  the  hands  of  a  young  man  is  the  words  of  Scripture. 
Men  of  the  present  day  very  often  call  it  cant,  cant,  and  throw  it  in  your  face, 
but  the  Scriptures  is  the  best  weapon. 

I  remember  once  meeting  a  man  who  had  read  all  the  works  of  Paine  and 
Voltaire  and  Hume,  and  he  was  well  prepared  in  every  topic.  I  could  at  first 
make  no  impression  on  him,  but  I  asked  him  finally  if  he  had  read  a  certain 
commentary.  He  said  he  had  not.  I  advised  him  to  read  it,  and  he  did  read 
it,  and  he  found  that  many  of  the  things  were  true  that  he  thought  werd 
false.  The  spirit  of  Qod  opened  his  heart,  and  shook  him  like  an  aspen  leaf, 
and  he  used  to  follow  me  to  my  house  and  peep  through  the  blinds  to  ie& 
whether  I  behaved  at  home  as  when  with  him. 
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I  preiented  a  very  few  arguments,  but  the  result  of  it  was  that  this  intel- 
lectual man  gave  up  his  unbelief,  and  came  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  find,  however,  that  the  great  majority  of  the  unbelievers  are  amongrt  those 
who  are  wedded  to  sin,  and  they  know  they  are  wrong.  They  try  to  fortify 
themselves  in  every  possible  way,  but  they  know  they  are  wrong,  and  if  we 
meet  them  fairly  and  truly  they  will  confess  it.  This  question  of  the  practical 
method  of  meeting  scepticism  is  a  great  question ;  but  I  assure  you  that  the 
simple  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  one  who  can  say  that  "  whereas  I  was  blind, 
now  I  can  see,"  is  the  moit  powerful  person  to  meet  scepticism  anywhere. 

I  was  once  present  at  a  series  of  meetings  at  West  Point,  and  though  we  had 
qtlite  a  number  of  intellectual  men  there,  great  preachers,  they  seemed  to 
produce  no  effect ;  but  there  came  along  a  young  man  who  had  recently  found 
his  Saviour,  who  had  been  snatched  like  a  brand  from  the  burning,  and  was 
brought  out  of  the  darkness  into  the  light  of  Qospel  truth.  He  stood  up,  and 
just  told  the  simple  story  of  the  cro0s,  and  he  melted  the  audience  into  tears, 
and  men  who  disbelieved,  who  had  intellectual  misgiving,  gave  up  their  un- 
belief, and  the  whole  community  was  brought  to  the  '*  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh 
aWay  the  sins  of  the  world.*'  The  reason  of  this  .is,  that  (Jod  don't  require  the 
great  instruments,  but  the  simple  presentation  of  the  truth.  He  wants  the 
simple  loving  of  the  truth  to  convince  men  of  their  error. 

George  H.  Stuart,  Philadelphia,  said  he  had  been  desired  by 
Vice-President  Colfax  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  Convention 
for  their  interest  and  prayers  in  his  behalf  He  is  resting  upon  the 
Rock  Christ  Jesus,  and  desires  a  continuation  of  your  prayers. 

The  Report  of  the  Business  Committee  for  the  next  day  was 
then  made  by  their  Chairman,  Mr.  Barnard,  as  follows: 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

:9:D0  ito   9:80— Devotional  Exercises. 

9:80, to  10:15 — Reading  Minutes  and  Miscellaneous  Business. 
i0il5.to  ll:45^Report  of  Committee  on  Executive  Committee's  Report,  and 

consideration  thereof. 
"11:45  to  1^:15 — Topic,  "  Money  for  support  of  our  Associations,  and  how  shall 

it  be  raised  ?  "    Discussion  opened  by  John  Wanamaker, 

of  Philadelphia. 
1^-15  to  12:30 — Miscellaneous  Business. 

FRIDAY,  P.  M. 

12:30  to  IKK)— Recess. 

1:00  to  1:15 — Devotional  Exercises. 

1:15  to  3:00— Temperance  Question  in  its  relation  to  Y.  M.  C.  Associations. 
Discussion  opened  by  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia. 

3:00  to  SKK) — Topic,  **  Obstacles  in  the  way  of  organizing  and  maintaining 
Associations.''  Discussion  opened  by  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

8:00  to  3:15 — Miscellaneous  Business. 


Adopted. 
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The  Committee  farther  report  on  two  resolutions  presented  to 
them : . 

Beioived,  That  no  Delegate  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  once  on  any 
snbject  before  the  Convention,  or  more  than  five  minutes  at  any  one  time,  unless 
the  Convention,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  shall  allow  him  to  do  so. 

Eecommending  its  adoption,  except  that  it  do  not  refer  to  the 
first  speakers  on  the  special  topics  agreed  upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  appoint  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention, at  the  opening  of  each  discussion,  to  prepare  a  synopsis  of  said  discus- 
sion, and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  Convention  for  their  approval. 

Eecommending  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Geo.  H.  Stuart :  How  desirable  it  would  be  to  have  a  synopsis 
of  the  speeches  to-day. 

R  R  McBumey ;  We  have  a  reporter,  paid  for  the  express 
purpose,  and  they  will  appear  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  were  adopted. 

K,  A.  Burnell  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Devotional 
Meetings,  which  was  adopted. 

R  B.  McBumey  moved,  that  on  account  of  the  meetings  being 
appointed  for  the  evening,  which  would  be  likely  to  create  con- 
fusion, that  hereafter  the  Committee  on  Devotional  Meetings 
consult  with  the  Business  Committee  before  reporting  to  us  here. 

Adopted. 

H.  Thane  Miller  moved  that  the  meeting  to-night  in  Lincoln 
Hall  be  postponed. 

Adopted. 

After  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the  pronouncing  of  the  Bene- 
diction by  the  Rev.  John  E.  Cookman,  of  N.  Y.,  the  meeting 
adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Congregational  Church,  at  7:30  P.  M, 


EVENING  SESSION— Thursday. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  in  the  Congregational  Church 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  7:30  P.  M.     After 

singing, 

"  Children  of  the  Heavenly  King," 
and 

'*  Father,  whatever  of  earthly  bliss," 
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the  Rev.  Mr.  Leggett,  of  K  Y.,  read  part  of  the  second  chapter 
of  the  1st  Epistle  of  John.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Garvie,  of  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia.     The  hymn, 

"  Joy  to  the  world,  the  Lord  is  come," 
was  then  sung ;  when  the  discussion  of  the  latter  half  of  the 
topic  considered  in  the  morning  session — 

*^H0W    SHALL    THE    STUDY  OF  God'S  WoRD    BE  PROMOTED  IN 

OUR  Associations?" 
was  continued,  C.  B.  Fisk,  St  Louis,  Mo.,  in  the  Chair. 

Charles  E.  Morris,  Philadelphia : 

I  answer,  one  way  is  when  Associations  work  in  Bible  classes.  How  to  con- 
duct these  Bible  classes  ?  I  think  we  may  go  to  the  Sabbath  Sohool  and  the 
Churches  for  an  answer  to  this  question.  What  are  they  doing  ?  They  have  a 
series  of  Sabbath  School  Lessons  distributed  all  over  the  land,  through  the 
National  Teacher  and  the  Bureau  Series.  These  lessons  are  known  beforehand 
to  the  classes.  How  shall  we  reach  our  members  in  the  same  way  ?  If  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare  a  series  of  lessons,  to  be  published  in  The 
Monthly,  and  these  be  sent  into  every  town  that  takes  the  paper — and  every 
one  ought  to  take  it — what  would  the  result  be  ?  The  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  would  be  studying  the  same  lesson.  I  believe  in  charts  and  com- 
mentaries, and  that  we  should  furnish  ourselves  with  aU  the  help  possible  for 
as  to  get.  I  believe  in  these  lessons  appointed  beforehand,  and  studied  by 
all  these  helps,  and  by  prayer  to  take  in  the  truth  ;  and  one  will  come  to  these 
Bible  classes  filled  with  power  and  able  to  make  it  suggestive. 

J.  W.  Willett,  Providence,  R  I. : 

I  think  the  best  thing  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  for  the 
promotion  of  this  study,  is  to  go  into  the  Sunday  Schools,  every  man  of  them, 
ft  9  teachers  or  pupils. 

J.  W.  Osterhout,  Webster,  Mass. : 

1  don't  see  any  reason  why  there  should  be  any  peculiarity  about  young 
men  organized  in  Christian  Associations  studying  the  Word  of  God.  I  claim 
thoy  must  study  it  on  the  same  principles  and  under  the  same  conditions  as  every 
person  studies  it. 

S.  G.  Dawson,  Toledo,  Ohio : 

I  only  want  to  ask  attention  to  a  practical  idea  of  the  address  this  morning. 
The  brother  said  we  would  be  largely  benefitted  if  we  would  find  the  best  man 
possible  in  the  ministry,  or  out  of  it,  in  one  particular  locality,  who  will  be  a 
teacher  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Bible  Classes,  and  I  believe  that 
would  be  one  of  the  very  best  things  that  could  be  done,  in  order  to  qualify  these 
young  men  for  this  special  work.  It  strikes  me  as  most  forcible,  and  may  be 
c^ried  out  in  every  Association. 

L.  B.  Botsford,  St  John,  New  Brunswick : 

What  I  want  to  have  an  expression  of  in  this  Convention  is,  whether  the 
plan  before  us  for  a  lesson  to  be  general  all  over  the  world  is  best,  or  whether 
it  be  best  to  leave  it  to  individual  action. 
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a  C.  Whitfield,  Salem,  Ohio: 

The  Apoetle  says :  "  The  things  of  God  are  spiritually  discerned.  The  canial 
mind  cannot  know  them,"  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned.  Hence  we 
cannot  study  God's  Word  as  we  do  philosophy,  astronomy,  physiology  or  any 
other  science ;  but  it  is  studied  in  a  peculiar  way,  firom  the  fact  that  it  is  "  words 
of  eternal  life."  Though  it  surpasses  the  highest  aspirations  of  men  it  is  studied 
in  the  most  humble,  childlike  way. 

We  are  to  take  the  Bible,  every  one  of  us  young  men  of  the  Christian  Asso- 
ciations, and  study  it  successfully  in  secret  prayer,  by  the  asking  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  reveal  unto  us  these  things  that  are  hidden.' 

President  John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia : 

It  seems  to  me  the  question  is  not  how  I  shall  study  God's  Word  ?  Right 
well  we  all  know  for  ourselves,  but  how  shall  it  be  promoted  in  the  Associa- 
tions ? 

We  don't  want  any  new  machinery.  We  want  to  use  what  we  have,  our 
Sabbath  Schools  and  our  Churches.  We  can  establish  classes  for  young  men. 
The  very  utmost  we  can  do  will  be  classes,  perhaps  on  Sabbath  afternoons  for 
the  strangers  of  the  hotels  or  boarding-houses.  But  what  we  want  to  do  is  to 
get  hold  of  every  man  and  teach  him  in  some  Sunday  School,  and  hand  him 
over  to  some  pastor  to  get  him  to  work.  I  do  not  suggest  any  new  plan  to 
study  the  Bible,  but  think  we  should  strengthen  the  old  plans. 

Charles  Callender,  Newark,  N.  J. : 

I  give  my  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  this  doctrine  the  last  speaker  has  ad-  * 
vanoed,  that  the  live  men  of  our  Associations  are  those  who  do  the  most  in  our 
churches  in  support  of  their  pastors.  As  to  uniform  lessons,  I  believe  before 
187^  dawns  upon  us,  every  Sunday  school  paper  and  our  Monthly,  with  every 
earnest  worker  and  student  of  God's  Word,  may  be  engaged  at  the  same  time 
and  the  same  hour  in  the  study  of  the  same  passage  of  God's  blessed  Word. 

L  Sheaf,  Cincinnati : 

In  the  rooms  of  the  Cincinnati  Association,  Sunday  nights,  we  have  a  class 
of  men  who  have  come  from  the  gutters.  Young  men  who  have  lived  besotted 
lives  for  ten  years  or  more,  whom  we  have  gathered  from  the  sidewalks.  They 
come  into  our  rooms  and  are  there  led  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  are  estab- 
lished as  teachers  in  Sabbath  schools.  You  have  got  to  get  hold  of  them  first) 
and  prepare  them,  in  order  to  lead  them  into  the  Sunday  schools. 

William  R  Lee,  N.  Y. : 

We  have  a  Bible  class  on  Sunday  afternoons,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  without  a  Bible  class  would  be  like  a  Sunday  school 
without  teachers.  [Question  by  a  delegate. — This  meeting  in  the  afternoon, 
does  it  conflict  with  the  Church  services?]  Not  at  all ;  the  services  are  from 
3  to  4i  o'clock,  and  it  begins  after  them.  It  is  led  by  a  young  man  who  was 
himself  bom  and  brought  up  in  the  Holy  Land.  He  brings  facts  and  illustra- 
tions from  his  own  experience,  and  th^  best  of  all  is,  that  he  tries  to  find  in  the 
Old  Testament,  Jesus  Christ.  At  the  session  two  weeks  ago,  a  man  came  in 
who  did  not  believe  in  the  Bible  at  all,  and  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures  was  put 
so  clearly  before  him  that  he  came  to  our  meetings  and  found  the  Saviour. 
[A  delegate. — I  ask  the  brother  if  this  class  reaches  young  men  largely  ?] 
Yes ;  we  reach  young  men  who  do  not  go  into  the  Sunday  schools.    A  large 
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poster  is  displayed  outside  tlie  building.  We  have  also  preacliing  in  the  even- 
ing  by  our  diflferent  pastors,  and  a  social  meeting  afterwards.  We  have  a  tea 
meeting  after  the  Bible  class,  a  little  social  cup  of  tea  for  any  one  who  don't 
like  to  go  home  before  the  evening  service,  and  also  a  little  season  of  prayer 
and  service  of  song  for  an  hour  before  the  religious  service.  [Q.  I  want  to 
know  how  much  the  tea  cost?]  Mr.  McBurney  answered :  It  costs  about  two 
or  three  dollars  every  week. 

The  Assembly  then  joined  in  singing  : 

"  Come  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing." 

Charles  E.  Morris,  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  time  for  dis- 
cussiDg  the  question  be  extended  fifteen  minutes.    Lost 

The  Chairman,  C.  B.  Fiske  : 

We  ought  to  have  these  Bible  classes  of  course,  taught  by  the  best  talent 
that  can  be  obtained.  Every  member  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association 
ought  to  make  it  a  sort  of  Normal  Institute.  Go  out  after  these  young  men 
that  have  not  good  clothes  and  get  them  to  come  in,  and  when  they  study  that 
Bible  they  will  soon  have  as  good  clothes  as  you  or  I  Brother  Hodder,  the 
delegate  fh>m  London,  is  here  on  this  platform  to-night.  He  arrived  with  us 
to-day.  Had  he  been  here  yesterday,  he  would  have  heard  many  handsome 
things  said  about  his  Christian  country,  and  the  noble  woman  who  rules  over 
it,  and  earnest  prayers  offered  up  in  their  behalf. 

The  Chairman  then  read  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  London  Association,  introducing  Matthew  H.  Hodder,  as  a 
delegate. 

Mr.  Hodder,  in  response,  said  he  had  been  telling  his  people  at 
home  ever  since  he  was  here,  two  years  ago,  at  Portland,  of  the 
love  with  which  he  was  received,  and  of  the  friendship  he  felt  for 
our  people  ;  he  had  spoken  so  much  about  it  that  they  called  him 
an  American.  In  speaking  of  the  London  Association,  he  said  it 
was  the  original  Association,  of  which  this  was  a  branch,  and  he 
could  remember  when  it  was  started  in  a  little  room,  opposite  his 
office,  but  had  so  rapidly  grown  that  it  was  now  spreading  into 
Ireland,  where  similar  institutions  had  already  sprung  up. 

He  found  that  Bible  classes  were  of  great  importance,  and 
should  be  established  in  all  Associations.  He  had  taught  girls 
and  men  too,  and  believed  those  classes  to  be  very  beneficial  and 
of  much  assistance  to  the  Associations. 

After  singing — 

"  Blessed  be  the  Tie  that  Binds," 

the  Rev.   Dr.   Samson,  President  of  Columbia  College,  ofiered 
prayer. 
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Ira  Sankey,  at  the  request  of  the  Convention,  then  sang — 
"  Oar  MisBion." 
After  announcements  by  Geo.  H.  Hall,  extendmg  further  hospi- 
talities by  the  citizens  of  Washington  to  the  delegates,  and  of 
the  Devotional  Committee,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by 
the  Eev.  Dr.  Sunderland,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  proceed 
in  a  body  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Visit  to  the  President. — Mr.  Wanamaker,  having  been  re- 
ceived by  the  President,  express^  to  him  the  pleasure  of  the 
Convention  in  accepting  his  invitation. 

Mr.  Wanamaker  first  presented  Mr.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  the 
President  of  the  last  Convention,  and  then  followed  all  the  dele- 
gates and  their  friends,  the  President  shaking  hands  with  each. 
A  large  number  of  the  members  were  accompanied  by  their  wives, 
who  were  also  presented  to  the  President 


THE  THIED  DAY'S  PEOCEEDINGS.— Fbiday,  May  26. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  9.80  A.  M. 

The  hymn 

"  There  is  a  Fountidn  Pilled  with  Blood," 

was  sung,  when  Vice-President  Crosby  read  the  90th  Psalm. 

After  singing 

"  CJome  Thou  Fount  of  Every  BleBsing/' 

prayer  was  oflFered  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Boyle,  of  Pittsburg.     The 

singing  of 

"  Wholl  be  the  Next  to  Follow  JeeuB," 

followed- 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  following  communications  were  read : 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Union,  ) 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  2(J<A,  1871. ) 

To  the  InterruUional  Convention  Young  Men*8  ChriiUan  AssoeicUions,  assembled, 
"  Sbndeth  Gbbbtino  : " 
The  annual  gathering  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  Schools  of  this  city  will  be  held 
next  Sunday  Afternoon,  May  28,  at  3  P.  M.,  at  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  corner 
of  8th  and  H  Streets,  N.  W.,  which  the  members  of  this  Convention  are  cor- 
dially and  earnestly  invited  to  attend. 

Bbv.  S.  H.  MEYRICK,  Pres% 


G.  A.  C.  SMITH,)  ^^.,, 
3.  F.  BIGELOW,f  ^0^^^^- 
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EefeiTed  to  Committee  on  Devotional  Meetings. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Netherland  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Report  of  Executive  Committee. 
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EXECvrrvE  Committkb  of  the  Y.  M.  C 

OF  THE  NbTHERLAI^DS, 

Amsterdam,  April  29, 1871. 
To  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  at  the  Sixteenth 
Annual  Ck)nyention  in  Washington : 

Dear  Brethren  :  Though  it  is  impossible  to  ns  to  send  delegates  to  joor 
CJonvention,  as  your  much-honored  friend,  Mr.  C.  Brainerd,  kindly  invited  us  to 
do,  yet  we  can  not  pass  the  day  of  your  sixteenth  annual  meeting  without  pre- 
senting you,  in  the  name  of  the  Dutch  C.  Y.  M.  Associations,  our  heartfelt  salu- 
tations, without  assuring  you  of  our  high  esteem  and  brotheriy  sympathy,  of 
our  fervent  prayers,  above  all,  for  your  "  growing  up  into  Him  in  all  things 
which  is  the  head,  even  Christ.'* 

We  praise  the  Lord  our  Saviour  for  the  blessings  bestowed  on  you  and  your 
work.  From  your  Association  Monthly  we  learn  with  wonder  and  thanks- 
giving what  God  has  wrought  by  the  means  of  your  Associations,  and  we  can't 
help  thinking  that,  in  comparison  to  us,  you  are  giants,  in  such  a  manner,  that 
if  we  have  a  wish  and  prayer  for  our  Associations  here,  it  is  that  they  may  re- 
semble yours. 

No  doubt  it  is  our  own  fault — want  of  belief,  want  of  energy,  negligence  in 
prayer ;  but  in  some  respects  we  have  to  meet  great  obstacles.  The  word, 
"  Not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,"  is  very  true  for  our  coimtry.  In  the 
higher  classes,  modem  belief,  or  rather  unbelief,  is  predominant ;  and  thougrh 
some  faithful  pastors  are  zealously  promoting  the  interest  of  our  Associations, 
there  are  rich  professing  Christians  who  have  no  sympathy  at  all  for  our  work, 
which  they  consider  as  cultivating  pride  and  self-love. 

So  we  are  proceedicg  very  humble  indeed,  mostly  without  ample  means,  and 
in  our  towns  you  need  not  seek  a  (local)  building  belonging  to  the  Y.  M.  C. 
Associations.  Almost  everywhere  they  are  happy  being  able  to  rent  a  pair  of 
rooms.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be  sinful  to  lament,  for  we  may  also  speak  of 
God's  undeserved  grace  and  blessings.  There  are  about  200  T.  M.  C.  Associa- 
tions in  our  country,  (the  largest  of  them  has  only  120  members.)  They  all 
have  Bible-classes,  and  most  of  them  Sunday  schools,  crowded  with  children. 
Some  of  our  men  are  teaching  the  blind  reading  the  Bible;  others  have 
opened  Associations  for  soldiers,  or  are  busy  in  the  work  of  city  evangelization. 
We  may  say,  our  work,  praised  be  the  Lord  from  whom  is  all  our  strength,  has 
not  been  in  vain.  Many  young  men  may  say,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  they 
have  found  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  and  this,  dear  brethren,  is  a  blessing  of  un- 
speakable worth. 

But  we  will  not  by  more  writing  bereave  you  of  your  costly  time,  and  thus 
come  to  an  end.  A  remembrance  only.  In  1778  a  plan  of  a  treaty  between 
America  (U.  S.)  and  our  republic  was  formed  in  secret  by  some  of  our  states- 
men. (It  is  not  our  intention  to  blame  our  fathers  for  it,  though  they  were 
wrong,  for  at  that  time  we  were  bound  to  England  by  treaty.  They  have  suf- 
fered for  it  by  the  war  of  1780.)  The  plan  above  mentioned  has  caused  little 
good  and  much  trouble,  and  therefore  our  Associations  offer  their  American 
friends  a  new  treaty,  never  to  be  broken,  as  it  is  founded  in  Him  who  has  said. 
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**  This  is  my  commandment,  that  you  love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you ;  '*  a 
treaty  to  work  together,  to  pray  for  each  other,  before  the  night  comes. 

"  And  eyermore  beoide  ns  on  the  way 

The  nnaeen  Christ  shall  move, 
That  we  may  lean  npon  his  arm  and  say, 

*  Dost  thon,  dear  Lord,  approve  t' 
O  holy  irast  I  O  endless  sense  of  rest ! 

Like  the  beloved  John, 
To  lay  our  head  upon  the  Saviour's  breast, 

And  thus  to  Journey  on." 

Joining  with  you  in  the  hope  and  prayer  that  your  Convention  may  be 
blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  glory  of  the  Saviour  and  the  establishment  of 
his  kingdom,  we  remain. 

Fraternally  and  affectionately  yours, 

J.  M.  Hbssel, 
Secretary  Executive  CommUtee. 


Sackamento,  Cal.,  May  15, 1871. 
My  Friend  Brainerd : 

I  will  not  be  able  to  get  away  from  here  in  time  to  be  with  you  at 
Washington,  but  I  will  not  forget  to  pray  for  you,  and  I  trust  you  will  have  a 
profitable  time.  I  think  you  would  do  great  good  if  you  should  come  to  this 
Coast  next  year,  they  need  something  of  the  kind  very  much.  Hoping  God  will 
be  with  you,  I  remain  yours  in  Christ, 

D.  L.  MOODY. 

The  Convention  joined  in  singing 

"  Jesus  the  Water  of  Life  wiU  give.'^ 

Mr.  Nott,  St  Ijouis,  asked  the  privilege  of  asking  a  ques- 
tion so  as  to  answer  a  communication  published  in  this  morning's 
Chronicle, 

H.  Thane  Miller :  I  suggest  that  this  brother  in  the  Chronicle 
just  apply  to  this  Association  for  membership. 

R  n.  Smith,  Washington :  Members  of  Roman  Catholic 
Churches  belong  to  the  Washington  Association  as  associate 
members.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  members  of  that  church  have 
applied  for  active  membership  in  the  Association. 

Mr.  Nott:  Living  in  St  Louis,  this  is  a  very  important 
question — What  to  do  with  Catholic  brethren  if  they  come? 
The  Catholic  element  there  is  very  powerful,  and  I  would  like  to 
get  the  sense  of  this  Convention  upon  the  matter.  What  if  we 
can  get  liberal  Catholics  like  Dr.  Ddllinger  to  apply  to  our  Chris- 
tian Associations  for  membership  ?     Shall  we  take  them  ? 

Mr.  Browne,  New  Orleans : 

Of  the  200,000  inhabitants  of  our  dty,  100,000  are  Catholics.  I  only  rose  to 
second  the  suggestion  which  my  friend  has  just  now  made  in  reference  to  asking 
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the  senBe  of  the  (invention.  There  have  been  propositions  made  to  us  to  re- 
ceive Catholics  as  associate  members.  None  made  for  active  membership.  But 
there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  with  some  yonng  men  to  press  that  point.  I 
mean  Catholic  youn^r  men.  There  are  young  men,  members  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  who  seem  willing  to  co-operate  with  us. 

L.  P.  Eowland,  Boston :  The  Portland  resolution  covers  this 
ground,  and  will  answer  the  question. 

The  President  said  according  to  the  rules  of  business  the  dis- 
cussion was  out  of  order ;  that  when  the  application  for  active 
membership  by  Catholic  brethren  was  made,  it  would  be  decided. 

S.  S.  Matthews,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  pre- 
sented the  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  asked  leave  to  have 
it  printed. 

R  R  McBumey,  N.  Y.,  moved  that  their  report  be  accepted, 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  have  the  names  of  the  delegates 
printed,  ready  for  distribution  at  2  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  that 
the  delegates  be  requested  to  make  the  needed  corrections. 
Carried. 

S.  S.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  pre- 
sented the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  report  that  in  their  judgment 
it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  following  resolutions  : 

I. — Relating  to  Women*s  Work,  as  the  same  is  covered  bj  a  resolution  of  the 
Portland  Convention. 

II. — Relating  to  the  use  of  Tobacco,  recommending  in  lieu  thereof  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Portland  Convention. 

III. — Relating  to  Paris — as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committer,  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Convention. 

IV. — Relating  to  the  erection  of  a  common  Christian  Temple — as  the  plan  pro- 
posed does  not  seem  to  the  Committee  to  be  sufficiently  matured  to  admit 
of  action  upon  it. 

V. — The  resolution  relating  to  Sabbath  Associations  is  recommended  for 
adoption,  with  slight  modification.  The  resolution  as  modified  reads 
as  follows : 
*^Eesohe(f,  That  this  Convention  is  deeply  interested  in  all  proper  efforts 
made  to  promote  the  better  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  it 
therefore  hails  with  pleasure  the  formation  of  all  Sabbath  Associations, 
whose  object  it  is  by  moral  influences  through  personal  effort,  the  pulpit 
and  the  press,  to  create  a  sound  public  sentiment  upon  this  vitally  import- 
ant subject." 

VI. — Relating  to  Jails,  &c..  is  recommended  for  adoption  with  modification. 
The  resolution  as  recommended  reads  as  follows : 
*'  Besohed,  That  this  Convention  recognizes  as  a  useful  field  of  labor  for  the 
Master,  the  large  number  of  young  men  confined  in  the  jails,  penitentia- 
ries and  reformatory  institutions  of  the  land 
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J.  S.  Maclean,  Chairman  of  the  CJommittee  on  the  Executive 
Committee's  Eeport,  presented  the  following  partial  Report : 

Besdved.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to  designate  and  ac- 
credit delegates  to  represent  the  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British 
Provinces  at  the  World's  Ck)nvention  of  Associations  in  London,  England,  to  be 
held  next  Autumn.    Adopted. 

Besolved,  1.  That  the  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  recommended  to  observe  the  second  Ijord's  Day  in  No- 
vember next,  as  a  day  of  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  his  blessing  upon  the 
work  of  these  Societies  throughout  the  world,  and  upon  all  efibrts  for  the  sal- 
vation of  young  men. 

2.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  re- 
quest kindred  Societies  in  other  lands  to  unite  with  the  Associations  of  Amer- 
ica in  the  observance  of  this  day.    Adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  employment  of  Robert  Weidensall  as  the  agent  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  be  continued  for  the  coming  year,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee designate  the  field  he  is  to  occupy,  and  that  the  Committee  be  authorized 
(if  the  subscriptions  taken  at  this  Convention  shall  warrant),  to  employ  another 
agent  in  such  fields  as  they  may  select.    Adopted. 

Wherecu,  The  Association  Monthly,  the  organ  of  our  Associations,  as  our  ex- 
ponent to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  methods  of  operating,  as  a  means  of  edu- 
cation of  our  members  in  their  duties,  and  as  a  bond  of  tmion  between  our  As- 
sociations, is  a  necessity  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  hereby  reaffirms  the  resolutions  of  the  last 
Convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  directs  that  its  publication  be  con- 
tinued, provided, 

1.  That  the  subscriptions  made  at  this  Convention,  either  directly  ibr  copies 
of  the  paper,  or  to  a  fund  for  its  support  and  circulation  tmtil  it  become  self- 
sustaining,  be  such  as  to  insure  the  members  of  the  Committee  against  per- 
sonal liability  for  the  expenses  of  publication. 

2.  That  the  committee  be  and  it  is  hereby  authorized,  if  in  its  judgment  it 
deem  best,  to  effect  an  incorporation  for  the  purposes  of  such  publication ;  but 
the  property  in  said  paper  and  the  good  will  thereof,  is  to  be  and  continue  as  it 
now  is,  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Associations,  and  under  the 
legal  control  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  the  representative  of  the  Conven- 
tions. 

J.  S.  Maclean,  Nova  Scotia. 

Just  one  word  about  this  last  resolution.  I  consider  the  sustaining  of  this 
Monthly  a  very  important  part  of  our  Association  work.  Down  in  our  lower 
Provinces  at  thirty  different  places,  the  Monthly  is  looked  for  with  great  in- 
terest. It  is  doing  a  great  work.  We  take  there  in  proportion  to  our  popula- 
tion, more  tlian  any  other  part  of  this  Continent,  and  we  want  that  paper  to 
give  our  young  men  all  over  the  country  information  as  to  what  we  are  doing, 
which  they  have  no  other  means  of  obtaining.  It  is  well  enough  for  us  who 
come  here,  to  say  we  know  all  about  it.  But  how  many  thousands  all  over  our 
country  are  sitting  at  home  and  want  to  be  informed,  in  order  to  know  what  to 
do,  etc.  I  listened  to  the  discussion  about  Bible  classes,  and  was  pained  to 
learn  how  little  work  is  being  done  in  that  direction  by  many  of  the  Associa- 
tions. We  have  them  on  week  nights ;  so  I  like  this  Monthly  to  teach  and 
lead  up  these  Associations  in  reference  to  the  Bible  class  movement. 
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My  brothers,  do  heartily  sustain  this  Monthly.  We  must  have  it.  There 
fore  I  beg  you  to  take  this  matter  into  serious  consideration  this  morning. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Chas.  Callender  oflFered  a  resolution  in  reference  to  the  uniform 
study  of  the  Bibla     Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

H.  Thane  Miller  moved  that  the  subject  of  subscriptions  to  the 
Executive  Committee  be  taken  up. 

M.  R  Barnard,  Indianapolis : 

Many  of  you  who  oome  from  the  western  country  know  that  there  is  great 
lack  of  information  as  to  the  duties  and  objects  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations.  Many  of  our  smaller  cities  and  towns,  large  enough  to 
maintain  a  proper  Young  Men^s  Christian  Association,  donH  do  it  because  they 
do  not  know  what  can  be  done  by  knowing  how  to  organize  and  work  it. 
This  Monthly  is  to  give  this  information.  As  to  the  work  of  the  Missionary, 
some  person  is  needed  who  can  visit  these  localities  and  become  familiar  with  the 
Christian  people  and  give  them  the  information  they  desire.  In  most  of  our 
cities  and  localities  business  men  are  so  engaged  they  have  not  the  time  to  go 
about  and  give  the  necessary  information.  It  is  incumbent  upon  us  it  seems  to 
me.  and  the  proper  duty  of  this  Convention,  to  provide  a  liberal  sum  for  some  com- 
petent person  to  go  about  and  do  this  work.  This  our  worthy  Brother  Weiden- 
sall  has  been  doing.  He  has  visited  our  own  State,  Indiana,  and  told  them  how 
the  Association  could  be  made  useful  to  Qod  and  could  imite  Christian  people. 
This  work  we  must  have  done ;  this  is  the  work  of  a  Missionary  and  he  ought 
to  be  liberally  sustained. 

Moreau  S.  Crosby,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. : 

We  have  need  in  the  West  of  just  such  men  as  Brother  Weidensall.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  look  at  his  report.  It  is  the  best 
commentary  upon  his  work.  We  think  then  from  what  he  has  done  in  Michi- 
gan we  must  have  some  such  man.  Moreover,  he  has  done  work  in  the  colleges 
of  the  State  in  the  organization  of  Young  Men^s  Christian  Associations,  which 
must  certainly  be  felt  in  all  of  the  towns  where  these  colleges  are  located,  and 
when  these  young  men  shall  go  out  into  the  country.  With  regard  to  the 
Monthly,  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  recognize  here  in  Washington  the 
power  of  the  Press.  So  we  ought  to  have  a  paper  of  our  own,  and  this  is 
our  paper.  I  believe  the  young  men  of  the  country  need  to  be  educated  with 
reference  to  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  other  work.  We  need  this 
information  sent  over  the  country  month  by  month  through  this  periodical,  and 
it  will  be  a  better  paper  toTien  better  sustained.  I  think  if  our  brethren  through- 
out the  country  would  give  the  same  time  and  subscription  to  this  paper  that 
they  do  to  the  secular  papers,  our  circulation  would  be  increased  by  and  by  so 
as  to  become  sustaining,  and  more  I  trust  than  that. 

J.  I.  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. : 

I  want  to  say  just  one  word  about  this  paper  as  a  newspaper  man,  brought 
up  in  the  business.  We  started  this  paper  I  think  originally  at  the  Albany 
Convention  as  a  Quarterly.  It  grew  into  the  Monthly,  and  we  started  that  two 
years  ago  without  a  single  dollar  of  capital  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  There  seems  to  be  an  impression  in  this  Convention 
that  that  Monthly  has  not  succeeded.     I  want  as  a  newspaper  man— one 
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who  thinks  he  knows  the  business,  for  he  has  been  saccessfnl  in  it — ^to  say  that 
that  Monthly  has  not  in  any  sense  whatever  failed  to  sacceed.  No  news- 
paper ever  pays  expenses  the  first  year.  The  Executive  Committee  want  some 
capital.  Not  money  given  away,  but  money  put  into  business,  Just  as  the 
American  Bible  Society  owns  its  presses  and  buildings,  etc.  It  is  capital  in- 
vested.  I  think  we  ought  to  put  $5,000  into  this  Monthly  as  capital.  Lei 
this  corporation  be  formed,  then  this  will  be  the  property  of  the  Association.  I 
hope  the  Executive  Ck>mmittee  will  keep  it  prominently  an  Association  paper, 
and  occupy  the  field  no  other  newspaper  does. 

William  Frew,  Pittsburg : 

How  many  here  will  give  us  the  consideration  of  their  little  finger  to  cany 
the  work  on  ?  We  have  150,000  members  of  the  Yootng  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations represented  here.  How  many  subscribe  for  the  paper  to  day  ?  3,000 1 
It  is  a  disgrace  to  us.  Trying  to  build  up  organizations  for  the  promotion  of 
a  Christian  civilization  and  yet  but  3,000  give  a  dollar  a  year  to  carry  on  its 
work.  We  want  the  publication  of  that  paper  to  go  directly  home  to  every 
young  man,  and  stimulate  him,  energize  him,  and  instruct  him,  and  next  year 
when  you  come  together  in  your  International  Convention,  you  will  perhaps 
see  it  double  its  present  numbers,  800  Associations.  If  each  one  of  these  Associa- 
Uons  take  ten  numbers,  we  would  have  8,000  subscriptions.  Some  of  the  Asso- 
ciations take  200  copies,  but  the  great  bulk  of  them  don't  take  a  single  copy. 
There  is  no  use  of  talking  about  this  matter.  We  have  the  reputation  of  being 
a  Convention  of  eelfglorifiers,  a  sort  of  a  mutual  admiration  society,  talking  a 
great  deal  and  not  doing  very  much.    Let  us  do  better  work  and  talk  less. 

T.  K  Cree,  Pittsburg: 

We  must  have  just  such  a  publication  as  this.  This  Monthly  that  we  give 
our  money  for  is  necessary  to  bring  information  before  the  people  in  a  proper 
way.  I  have  an  inward  conviction  today  that  next  year  the  subscription  list 
will  come  back  20,000,  and  tliat  there  will  be  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $5,000 
on  our  capital  of  $8,000.  This  Executive  Committee  want  us  to  shield  them 
l^m  personal  loss  on  account  of  the  paper.  We  have  given  nobly  to  it.  Yet 
at  the  Indianapolis  Convention  there  were  many  hundreds  of  Associations  rep- 
resented and  subscriptions  very  little  more  than  leceived  from  one  little  State 
Convention  in  Pennsylvania.  I  thought  then  it  was  a  shame  that  this  im- 
portant matter  had  to  go  over  for  want  of  time.  I  think  it  is  important 
that  money  should  be  got  to  carry  on  the  work  of  this  Executive  Com- 
mittee. I  know  they  have  not  employed  a  Secretary,  while  we  in  Pennsylvania 
have  a  paid  Secretary  through  the  whole  year.  I  think  this  due  to  the  Com- 
mittee as  an  appreciation  of  their  earnest  labor  of  love  during  the  past  year. 
Another  matter,  $2,800  due  tliis  Executive  Committee  from  Associations  I  I 
don't  know  where  it  is  due  from.  I  hope  there  is  none  of  it  due  from  my  State, 
and  I  hope  the  Associations  here  will  ask  themselves  the  question  whether 
they  owe  any  of  this,  and  come  forth  and  pay  it  if  they  do.  The  Committee 
want  the  money  or  they  cannot  carry  on  this  Monthly. 

A.  H.  Nelson,  New  Orleans : 

I  think  we  have  no  need  of  argument  to  persuade  us  to  maintain  the  Asso- 
CLA.TION  Monthly.  Simply  what  we  nave  heard  from  the  other  side  of  the 
water  to-day  proves  that.  Whence  comes  this  greeting  from  the  Netherlands  ? 
How  did  they  learn  of  this  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  this  country  t 
Their  hearts,  as  CliriBtian  brothers,  have  gone  out  to  us  in  the  message  sent  to- 
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day.  We  hope  tlie  maintenance  of  this  publication  is  to  secure  centralization 
of  interest.  There  are  enough  influences  going  towards  localization,  but  we 
want  this  centralization.  Its  circulation  is  small.  We  stand  here  to^aj  one 
of  the  youngest  Associations,  an  infant  in  this  great  band.  Tet  we  feel  the  im» 
portance  of  this  paper,  and  we  pledge  a  subscription  list  of  fifty  out  of  two  hun* 
dred  members,  and  shall  more  thi^  double  and  treble  it.  I  believe  two-thirds  of 
our  membership  will  subscribe  to  our  AssociATioif  Monthly.  I  think  there 
is  a  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  brethren  in  regard  to  its  ob. 
Ject.  It  is  not  designed  to  be  a  famUy  paper,  but  to  be  a  reservoir  in  which 
shall  be  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
of  this  country. 

J.  Or,  BergeD,  Baltimore: 

I  wish  to  say  a  word.  In  Baltimore  we  are  io  favor  of  an  international 
organ.  We  think  the  Associations  cannot  do  without  it.  The  only  question 
we  feel  to  be  decided  at  this  hour  is  this;  How  shall  such  Association 
Monthly  be  sustained  ?  We  have  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  that  the  Monthly  for  two  years  has  not  been  self-sustaining,  and 
it  comes  up  to  the  Convention  this  year  and  wants  $2,000,  and  it  has  been  in- 
timated that  $5,000  will  be  necessary ;  but  what  I  wish  to  do  is  simply  to  state 
to  this  Convention  a  proposition  by  which  the  Executive  Committee  I  believe 
may  go  home  with  the  $5,000  needed.  Mr.  Bergen  made  a  business  proposi- 
tion in  connection  with  the  Baltimore  Association  paper,  which  was  not  accepted 
by  the  Convention. 

A.  J.  Chase,  Portland,  Me. : 

We  have  an  Assoolation  Monthly  for  the  United  States  and  British  Fro^ 
vinces.  This  organ  was  established  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  one  of  the  largest 
Conventions  ever  convened  in  the  land.  This  organ,  of  which  we  are  proud, 
takes  a  place  which  no  other  paper  in  the  country  holds.  There  are  men 
undoubtedly  connected  with  this  Association  whose  great  wisdom  and  great 
ability  may  entirely  surpass  that  which  is  encompassed  in  the  columns  of  this 
Monthly.  But  we  have  all  over  this  land  young  men  earnestly  desiring  to 
engage  in  Christian  work,  and  yet  do  not  know  how  to  do  it.  If  there  is  one 
thing  that  I  think  important,  it  is  this — the  permanency  of  these  Associations — 
this  should  be  impressed  upon  the  heart  of  every  man  connected  with  them. 
Where  we  take  Christ  as  our  leader  and  take  of  our  means  and  time  to  advance 
His  cause,  what  can  we  do  better  when  we  go  to  our  homes  than  to  extend  the 
circulation  of  our  paper  in  order  to  extend  the  work  of  Christ  through  this  organ- 
ization ?  There  is  no  work  we  can  do  better.  I  wish  every  brother  who  haa 
spoken  in  this  Convention  would  address  his  Association  when  he  gets  home, 
with  the  same  fervor,  that  the  cause  may  be  sustained.  We  want  this  capital 
of  16,000.  We  want  to  continue  the  mutual  interest  and  bond  of  influence 
which  already  exists  to  disseminate  knowledge  around  us  for  the  extension  of 
these  organizations  throughout  the  land. 

R  R  McBuraey : 

In  relation  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Baltimore  brethren,  there  are 
some  points  in  it  worthy  of  consideration.  I  know  every  one  of  these  brethren, 
and  I  know  they  are  not  selfish  in  their  love  of  the  Association  cause.  I  know 
they  do  not  consider  that  Baltimore  is  the  only  Association  in  the  country,  and 
there  are  no  brethren  on  this  floor  with  a  more  real  Catholic  spirit  than  they. 
What  we  want  is  Association  literature  and  an  Association  paper  that  will 
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educate  the  members  of  the  Yonng  Men^s  Christian  Association  how  to  do  the 
work  and  understand  the  character  of  the  work  and  our  methods  of  operation. 
We  find  in  Associations  all  over  our  countr7  that  the  members  have  a  willing' 
ness  to  work  for  young  men,  but  know  not  how  to  begin.  Now,  sir,  so  soon  as 
the  Association  Monthly  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  these 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  thej  will  be  educated  and  trained  to 
become  a  power  for  usefulness.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  give  a  donation  of 
$5,000.  We  ask  you  to  invest  in  this  cause  to  which  you  are  pledged,  to  which 
we  are  pledged  to  carry  out  for  our  people  the  responsibility  which  you  have 
placed  on  us  as  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  work  benificently  and 
intelligently.  We  desire  to  fulfil  all  the  responsibility  placed  upon  us  to  the 
full  extent  of  our  power.  Brethren,  we  have  come  before  you  in  former  conven- 
tions, you  have  meant  kindly  toward  us ;  adopted  admirable  resolutions ;  said 
you  would  seek  to  get  in  your  towns  so  many  subscribers,  and  very  little  has 
come  out  of  it.  Now  we  do  not  propose  to  return  to  New-Tork  and  assume 
the  responsibility  to  carry  on  this  work,  which  is  your  work,  unless  we  get  the 
money  to  do  it.    We  know  you  will  give  it  to  us. 

C.  B.  Fiske : 

We  have  .reached  level  ground.  These  speeches  full  of  enthusiasm  and  clap* 
ping  of  hands  are  grand.  Now  is  the  time  to  dap  them  into  your  pockets, 
brethren.  It  will  take  a  good  deal  of  liberal  giving  if  we  carry  through  this 
proposition  aright.  Now  it  is  one  thing  to  talk  and  another  thing  to  do.  I 
move,  Mr.  President,  that  the  debate  close  and  the  roll  of  Associations  be  called 
to  take  the  subscriptions.    Carried. 

George  W.  Mears,  Phil|idelphia : 

Before  we  begin,  Mr.  President,  how  much  is  wanted  ?  Let  us  have  a  sort 
of  statement  from  the  Executive  Committee  what  it  is  wanted  for. 

E.  A.  Hutchins,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. : 

We  will  take  subscriptions  in  three  forms.  We  will  ask  the  Associations 
in  the  first  place  to  say  how  much  money  they  will  subscribe  for  the  general 
expenses,  including  salary  of  the  agent,  traveling  expenses,  and  the  salary  of 
any  other  agent  whom  we  may  have  money  to  employ,  the  expenses  of  the  Exec* 
utive  Committee,  posters,  circulars,  etc.,  and  then  subscriptions  for  the  Monthly 
and  for  copies  of  the  reported  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  1.  How  much 
money  for  the  general  expenses  enumerated.  2.  How  many  copies  of  the  Asso- 
ciation Monthly?  8.  How  many  Convention  Repoits?  We  need  $8,000  to 
publish  the  Monthly  and  carry  on  the  work  directed  by  the  Convention,  em* 
ploying  one  agent  in  the  North.  Appeals  are  made  to  us  for  one  in  the  South 
during  the  winter,  and  one  in  the  Eastern  States  and  Provinces,  but  we  cannot 
comply  with  these  requests,  unless  the  subscriptions  come  in  to  cover  the  ex* 
penses  of  these  agents. 

The  roll  of  the  Associations  was  then  called,  and  subscriptions 
taken,  during  which  the  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee  re- 
ported the  following  resolution : 

Besoloed,  That  the  Right  Worthy  Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars  of  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces,  now  in  this  city,  be  invited  to  seats  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  their  officers  be  requested  to  take  seats  on  the  platform. 
Also  that  the  topic  in  reference  to  money  for  Associations  be  dropped  for  to  day. 
Adopted. 
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^Jlie  Convention  joined  in  singing 

"Praise  God  from  Whom  all  Bleflslngs  Flow.** 

M.  S.  Barnard :  The  general  desire  is  to  change  the  Report 
just  made  by  the  Business  Committea  The  Committee  recom- 
mend that  the  topic  in  reference  to  raising  money  for  Associations 
be  taken  up  first  this  afternoon,  and  the  last  topic,  "  Obstacles 
in  the  Way  of  Organizing  and  Maintaining  Associations,'*  be 
dropped.     Adopted. 

After  the  Benediction  by  the  Rev.  George  Douglass,  of  Mon- 
treal, the  Convention  took  a  recess. 


FRIDAY— 1:30,  P.  M. 

Vice-President  Callender  in  the  Chair.  The  exercises  were 
opened  by  singing 

"  The  Morning  light  is  Breaking.'*' 
Rev.  J.  R  Daniels,  of  Newark,  K  J.,  read  the  1st  Chapter  of 
the  Epistle  of  St  James  ;  after  singing 

"  Come  Thou  Fount  of  every  pleading," 
prayer  was  oflFered  by  the  Rev.  Yates  Hickey,  of  Scranton,  Pa. 

The  Business  Committee  presented  the  following  Report  which 
was  adopted : 

EvENiNO  Session— Friday,  May  26th. 
Service  of  song,  praise,  and  Christian  Conference,  to  be  led  by  H.  Thane  Mil- 
ler.   Service  commencing  at  7:30,  at  Congregational  Church. 

Sattjkday,  May  27th. 

9:80  to  10:15. — Miscellaneous  business. 

10:15  to  11:15. — Topic,  Young  Men  in  Business— What  are  Their  Temptations , 
and  How  shall  they  be  Resisted  ?  Discussion  opened  by  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Cin- 
cinnati. 

11:15  to  11:45. — Time  and  place  for  our  next  Convention. 

11:45  to  12:30. — Obstacles  in  the  way  of  Organizing  and  Maintaining  Toung 
Men's  Christian  Associations.    Discussion  opened  by  T.  E.  Cree,  Pittsburg. 

12:30  to  1.— Recess. 

1  to  2:30. — Topic,  Our  Religious  Work,  how  shall  it  be  made  more  eflfective? 
Discussion  opened  by  M.  S.  Crosby,  Michigan.  To  be  followed  by  Reports  of 
Association  work  throughout  the  country. 

2:30  to  3. — Consideration  of  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

3  to  3:15. — Miscellaneous  business. 

N.  P.  Kemp,  Boston,  presented  a  resolution  in  reference  to 
fdture  Conventions.    Beferred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
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The  Fifth  Topic — **Moaej  for  the  support  of  our  Associa- 
tions— How  shall  it  be  raised  ?"  was  then  taken  up,  and  opened 
by  the  President,  John  Wanamaker. 

Mr,  PrendeiU  and  Oenilemen  of  the  Oonventum : 

In  glancing  over  the  last  Annual  Report  of  one  of  oar  foremost  ABSociations, 
I  was  struck  with  the  significant  sentence—"  The  Association  has  aUoayit 
labored  under  the  embarrassment  of  having  no  regular  source  of  revenue  at  all 
adequate  to  its  necessities  for  current  expenses/'  Equal  candor  would,  I  ques- 
tion not,  compel  nine-tenths  of  all  our  Associations  to  make  the  same  pitiable 
admission.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  there  is  one  single  organisation  repre- 
sented in  this  Ck)nvention  to  day,  which  has  not  known  by  painful  experience, 
what  it  is  to  be  hampered  and  embarrassed  in  its  work  by  the  want  of  a  few 
thousand,  or  it  may  be  of  but  a  few  hundred  dollars  annually ! 

And  worse  than  this — I  question  not  but  that  many  a  good  work  of  this 
kind,  commenced  with  earnest  hearts  and  willing  hands,  has  been  given  over 
entirely  through  no  other  lack  than  that  of  funds — money  for  needful  expenses. 
Over  the  grave  of  many  a  defunct  Association  might  be  truthfully  written 
"  starved  to  death.*' 

It  is  humiliating  to  make  the  confession,  yet  the  confession  had  better  be 
made,  and  here  in  Convention  assembled  we  should  face  the  stem  facts  and 
devise  the  remedy.  Look  at  our  Associations  I  They  are  poverty  stricken  ! 
If  their  work  demands  tens  of  thousands  &  year  (as  does  the  work,  if  well  done, 
of  every  Association  planted  amid  the  temptations  of  a  large  city),  they  have 
but  thousands  with  which  to  do  it ;  if  it  demands  thousands  they  have  but 
hundreds !  We  live,  the  most  of  us — not  in  houses  of  our  own,  suitable  for  and 
adapted  to  our  great  and  varied  work,  but  in  '*  rented  rooms,*'  contracted  and 
inadequate  I  There  are  noble  exceptions.  Witness  this  grand  hall  and  this 
noble  building  in  which  we  assemble  to-day !  But  still  the  fact  stands,  that 
despite  the  demands  of  our  work— despite  the  fact  that  much  of  that  work  can- 
not be  done  in  '*  rooms."  Of  all  our  776  Associations,  whose  delegates  I  address, 
but  21  are  safely  housed  under  roofs  they  can  call  their  own.  And  how  we 
live!  Whether  in  houses  or  rooms !  from  hand  to  mouth — always  in  the  drag ! 
We  devise  good  and  fail  to  accomplish  it  for  want  of  money.  Noble  opportu- 
nities are  presented;  we  cannot  embrace  them.  We  have  no  money.  Time 
and  force  that  ought  to  be  expended  (perhaps  all  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Managers)  in  other  directions,  is  aU  spent  in  scraping  together  a 
little  money. 

Young  men  can  be  attracted  to  pleasant  apartments  on  the  first  or  second 
floor  on  a  leading  avenue  or  street,  but  no  power  on  earth  will  win  them  to 
dingy  rooms,  three  stories  up,  and  back  from  the  main  thoroughfare  where  are 
brightness  and  life.  But  we  must  be  content  with  the  latter,  for  the  former 
costs  a  hundred  dollars  (?)  a  year  more ! 

Young  men  will  accept  an  invitation  to  a  library  well  furnished  with 
current  literature,  live  books  of  the  day,  and  living  newspapers  and  magazines ; 
but  I  defy  you  to  get  them  into  your  reading-rooms  a  second  time  if  you  put 
before  them  only  religious  biographies,  ** Missionary  Heralds"  and  the  •'  Tem- 
perance Advocate."  But  these  latter  must  make  up  the  bulk  of  our  library,  for 
the  Tract  Society  will  famish  us  with  them  gratis,  while  the  former  cost  some- 
thing and  we  have  no  money. 

Young  men  may  be  tempted  to  turn  back  from  the  billiard  saloon  and 
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bowling  alley,  where  the  bar  glistens  with  all  its  bewildering  temptution  to 
fatal  indulgence,  if  vou  can  promise  them  entertainment  that  they  can  enjoy, 
and  amusements  that  will  interest  them  ;  but  not  one  of  all  the  multitude  will 
go  with  you  while  the  only  attraction  you  can  offer  is  the  "  prayer  meeting,'* 
which  they  have  not  yet  learned  to  relish,  or  "Christian  conversation,"  in 
which  they  can  take  no  part.  Yet  these  latter  are  all  we  can  offer,  for  they 
alone  can  be  had  without  money  and  without  price.  Young  men,  worthy  in 
every  way,  but  for  the  time  unfortunate,  are  by  hundreds  crying  to  us,  "  Get  me 
employment,"  "  Give  me  something  to  do,"  and  we  know  that  there  is  no  other 
barrier  that  can  be  thrown  botween  them  and  destruction ;  that  "  something 
to  do  "  is  the  first  step  in  their  salvation.  But  our  Employment  Committees 
are  powerless  without  money.  It  costs  for  clerk,  it  costs  for  offices,  it  costs  to 
advertise,  it  costs  to  issue  circulars ;  it  all  costs  and  we  have  no  money.  So  that 
important  part  of  our  work  must  be  left  undone,  or  at  best  be  but  half  done  by 
a  committee  who  give  to  it  the  remnants  of  their  tiine. 

And  so  it  goes,  through  the  whole  range  of  our  departments,  and  the  story 
of  one  committee  is  the  history  of  them  all. 

What  is  the  cause?  Not  that  the  demands  are  not  imperative.  The 
voices  that  cry  unto  us  are  those  of  young  men,  perhaps  our  own  companions, 
but  a  few  years  since,  standing  to  day  upon  the  very  brink  of  destruction !  We 
must  save  them,  or  they  will  not  be  saved.  The  voices  of  mothers,  broken- 
hearted and  almost  despairing,  come  to  us  from  every  town  and  hamlet—"  For 
God's  sake,  seek  out  my  boy  and  save  him."  Thousands  of  lads,  just  breaking 
into  manhood,  already  tempted  and  endangered,  with  one  foot  on  the  thresh- 
old of  the  Court  of  Sin  and  Death,  must  be  rescued,  and  we,  the  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
ciations must  rescue  them.  I  tell  you,  brethren,  the  sun  does  not  shine  upon  a 
work  more  imperative  than  this  which  we  have  undertaken  I 

Nor  is  it  that  there  are  not  enough  Christian  young  men  willing  and  com- 
petent to  undertake  this  great  work — properly  organized  on  a  liberal  and 
broad  platform  and  on  principles  that  shall  command  the  sympathy  of  Chris- 
tian people,  any  Association  can  gather  beneath  its  banner  an  army  of  conse- 
crated Christian  men  ready  for^  work.  And  whenever  failure  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  this  respect,  the  defect  has  not  been  in  the  want  of  numbers,  but  in 
the  want  of  sufficient  organization  and  properly  marshalling  of  those  numbers. 

Nor  yet  is  it  that  there  is  not  among  Christian  people  sufficient  money  for  all 
our  wants,  and  maney,  mordovor,  t'.iat  is  available  if  properly  sought.  I  can- 
not  believe — I  will  not  believe  that  Christian  communities  will  not  sympathize 
with  our  work  and  contribute  liberally  for  its  support,  when  once  they  are 
made  to  understand  it  and  are  properly  approached  with  its  claims.  What 
hath  hindered  us  ?  The  want  of  a  little  money — that  is  all.  What  we  need 
to-day  is,  in  my  humble  estimation,  to  devise  and  adopt  some  simple,  practical, 
and  business-like  scheme  of  raising  money  for  all  current  expenses,  of  gaining 
for  our  Associations  an  inc<»me  large  and  reliable. 

That  the  question  is  one  of  vast  importance,  you  all  know ;  not  so  much  from 
what  I  have  just  said,  as  from  your  own  experience  in  your  several  fields  of 
labor.  You  know  that  the  money  must  be  raised,  and  raised  promptly,  or  the 
work  stops,  and  that  it  must  be  raised,  not  in  meager  sums,  but  in  large 
amounts,  or  the  work  is  greaily  impeded. 

You  know,  too,  that  this,  like  all  other  important  questions,  is  difficult  of 
solution.    After  trying  so  many  plans  as  you  have,  and  with  so  important  a 
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result,  some  of  you  may  be  ready  to  join  with  a  discouraged  brother  who  said 
to  me  but  a  day  ago,  "  I  do  not  believe  that  money  can  be  raised  to  sustain  our 
Association — we  have  tried  everything." 

But  be  this  far  from  us ;  let  us  rather  grapple  l>oldly  and  bravely  with  the 
question,  determined  that  this  money  obstacle,  like  every  other  hindrance, 
shall  yield  to  the  intensity  of  our  purpose  and  the  persistence  of  our  endeavor. 
Coming  as  we  do  from  the  East  and  the  South  and  the  West  and  the  North, 
differing,  perhaps,  in  many  respects,  but  all  one  in  this,  that  we  earnestly 
desire  to  glorify  our  Maker  in  helping  upward  our  fellow  young  men.  One 
object  of  our  being  here  is  that  with  the  aggregate  of  our  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence we  may  give  this  question  the  best  solution  of  which  it  is  capable.  My 
office  is  to  open  the  discussion,  throwing  out  the  few  suggestions  that  occur  to 
me     Let  our  first  inquiry  then,  be  this : 

1st.    Why  have  we  failed  in  raising  money  for  the  support  of  our  Assocla 
tlons?    To  which  I  shall  venture  to  make  the  lollowing  reply  : 

(a.)  From  want  of  a  more  perfect,  more  business  like  organization  of  the 
financial  part  of  the  work. 

(6.)  From  want  of  securing  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian  community.     And 
(c.)  From  want  of  an  efficient  method  of  collection.    And  then  we  will  in- 
quire — 

2d.  How  the  mistakes  of  the  past  may  be  corrected  ? 
(a.)  How  organize  the  Department  of  Finance  1 

(6.)  How  bring  all  classes  of  people  into  full  sympathy  and  co-operation 
with  us  ? 

(c.)  What  plan  shall  we  adopt  in  our  future  appeals  for  money  ? 
To  each  of  these  points  in  turn,  let  us  give  a  brief  consideration. 
{A.)  I  find  the  first  cause  of  failure  in  this  part  of  our  work  in  the  past  that 
we  have  lacked  system,  and  have  never  conducted  our  work  on  strictly  bu9ine«*8 
principles.  Why,  gentlemen,  those  of  you  who  are  familiar  with  the  loose, 
slipshod  way  in  which  the  finances  of  our  Associations  have  been  conducte<l, 
will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  such  a  way  of  doing  business  would  disgrace  a 
20th  class  shopkeeper,  and  would,  if  we  should  attempt  to  conduct  our  private 
business  so,  put  the  richest  man  among  us  in  bankruptcy  inside  of  a  six  mouth  ! 
And  what  I  say  here  of  the  finances  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
is  true  also  of  other  Christian  organizations,  aye,  of  the  Church  itself.  How 
many  of  our  Churches  are  out  of  debt  and  able  to  pay  their  way  year  by  year, 
without  endless  extra  subscriptions,  deficits  to  be  made  up,  and  all  that  V  A 
gentleman  in  a  position  to  know  all  about  it,  assured  me  the  other  day,  that  of 
some  fifty  churches  of  a  certain  denomination  in  the  city  in  which  he  resides,  he 
knew  of  but  four  that  were  able  from  their  regular  yearly  revenues  ul  pew 
rents,  collections,  etc.,  to  pay  their  current  expenses.  No  salaried  clerk  ou  the 
most  meager  stipend,  has  a  more  wearisome  struggle  to  make  both  ends  meet, 
and  to  come  out  square  at  the  end  of  the  year,  than  most  of  our  churches  have. 
Now  what  I  say  is  this:  business  is  business,  just  as  much  in  the  room  of 
our  Finance  Committee  as  in  the  counting-house  of  our  most  extensive  mer- 
cantUe  establishments,  and  demands  just  as  much  to  be  conducted  on  sound 
methodical  business  principles. 

This  is  the  Lord's  work,  even  this  matter  of  finances,  and  it  ought  to  be 
done  as  faithfully  and  as  well  as  is  the  private  business  of  the  best  merchant 
among  us.  What  Association  is  there  on  our  roll  that  has  not  in  it  a  score  of 
successful  businessmen,  financiers  who  can  run  a  baul(,  an  insurance  company,  a 
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railroad  or  any  other  moneyed  inBtitution  ?  And  cannot  these  same  gentlemen 
manage  the  finances — comparatively  so  petty— of  an  Association  ?  Then  let  us 
at  once  overhaul  this  whole  matter.  Let  us  put  our  best  business  men  on  our 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Let  ujs  re-organize  on  a  firm,  thoroughly 
business  basis,  and  believe  me  we  shall  have  taken  the  first  step  in  the  mucl^ 
needed  reform. 

(B.)  The  next  point  on  which  we  have  fiwled — so  it  seems  to  me — is  in 
securing  the  sympathy  (and  sympathy  means  co-operation,)  of  our  Christian 
people  generally. 

They  do  not  give  to  support  our  work  because  they  do  not  understand  and 
appreciate  that  work,  and  the  fault  is  largely  our  own.  As  I  have  said  already, 
I  do  not  and  will  not  believe  that  the  moneyed  men  of  our  churched  would  fail 
us  at  this  vital  point,  if  once  they  were  made  to  understand  what  we  propose 
and  what  we  are  doing.  I  know  too  much  of  the  heart  of  these  men  and  have 
had  too  much  experience  of  their  willingness  to  help  every  good  work  to  believe 
any  such  slander  of  them.  And  that  we  have  failed  of  their  cooperation  is,  I 
]>elieve,  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  somehow  we  have  failed  to  awaken  their 
interest. 

It  is  often  complained  that  even  our  ministers  stand  aloof  from  us.  Do  you 
tell  me  that  it  is  because  they  do  not  desire  the  salvation  of  the  young  men  for 
whom  we  labor  ?  I  must  forget  all  that  I  have  yet  learned  about  them  to  be- 
lieve that.  Do  you  tell  me  that  they  are  afraid  that  we  shall  encroach  upon,  if 
not  supersede  their  own  high  prerogatives  ?  I  know  too  much  of  their  faith 
ju  the  stability  of  a  divinely  ordained  church  which  can  never  be  superseded, 
10  believe  that. 

Do  you  tell  me  that  it  is  because  they  detect  some  antagonism  between  our 
Associations  and  the  church  ?  Then  It  is  because  we  have  failed  to  make  our 
]K>3ition  clearly  understood.  For  who  does  not  know  that  the  active  members 
of  our  Associations  are  at  the  same  time  the  most  active  and  reliable  members 
of  our  churches,  second  to  none  in  love  for  their  individual  churches,  and  who 
would  see  every  other  Association  perish  forever,  rather  than  have  the  efficiency 
and  divinely  appointed  work  of  their  churches  impeded  or  impaired  ? 

Let  our  ministers  understand  that  we  only  seek  to  be  their  allies ;  that  they 
are  not  ruled  out  of  our  counsels,  that  we  court  their  guidance  and  support ; 
that  we  will  in  our  Associations  as  we  do  in  our  churches,  sit  at  their  feet  and 
listen  to  every  suggestion,  and  we  shall  I  am  sure,  enlist  as  we  have  never  done 
the  good  offices  of  all  our  pastors,  and  secure  their  co-operation  even  to  this 
matter  of  finances. 

How  have  we  failed  to  secure  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian  conununity  at 
large,  do  you  ask  ?  Perhaps  in  some  cases  we  have  failed  to  deserve  it.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  we  have  done  anything  unworthy,  but  only  that  we  have  not 
done  anything  at  all. 

Some  of  our  Associations  have  a  name  to  live,  being  virtually  dead.  While 
extensive  means  are  necessary  to  large  and  extended  work,  there  still  is  work, 
and  important  work,  that  can  be  done  without  a  dollar,  and  unless  we  first  do 
that  we  establish  no  claim  to  increased  revenues.  Only  he  that  is  faithful  in 
that  which  is  least,  is  to  be  made  master  over  much.  I  once  inquired  of  a  prom- 
inent gentleman  in  no  inconsiderable  town,  about  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  which  I  knew  had  been  established  there  some  years  before.  Hie 
reply  was :  "  I  don't  know  that  we  have  any  such  organization  among  our 
young  men." 
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Could  that  Association  complain  that  it  was  ill-supported  ?  that  its  income 
was  inadequate?  Let  such  an  Association  arouse  and  do  something  for  tlie 
Master;  let  it  do  such  a  work,  that  no  citizen  who  reads  the  papers  and  has  an 
interest  in  church  matters  generally,  can  be,  to  saj  the  least,  ignorant  of  its 
existence. 

Another  reason  for  our  failing  to  secure  the  sympathy  of  those  who  could 
contribute  to  our  support,  is  that  we  have  not  given  sufficient  and  wise  pub- 
licity to  our  work.  This  is  a  delicate  point.  For  in  no  way  could  we  more 
quickly  offend  and  estrange  sensible  men  than  by  being  forever  blowing  our 
own  trumpets,  telling  the  wonderful  things  we  have  done  or  mean  to  do,  boast- 
fully vaunting  ourselves  through  our  work.  I  mean  nothing  of  that  kind.  But 
there  are  legitimate  and  sensible  ways  of  making  the  public  familiar  with  our 
work.  I,meet  men  every  day  who  are  perfectly  indifferent  to  it,  if  they  do  not 
sneer  at  our  Associations.  Why  ?  Because  they  are  entirely  ignorant  of  its 
design  and  work.  I  always  take  pains  to  post  such  men  as  best  I  can,  but  they 
are  a  multitude  and  cannot  be  reached  individually.    How  can  we  inform  them  ? 

First  of  all  we  have  our  own  Association  Monthly— a  beautiful  sheet- 
full  of  the  best  thoughts  on  our  work— overflowing  with  the  experience  of  the 
best  workers  all  over  our  land — any  one  copy  worth  to  an  earnest  leader  in  our 
work  the  cost  of  a  year's  subscription,  and  yet  with  all  this  but  a  few  copies  cir- 
culated. 

Instead  of  the  6,000  copies  now  subscribed  for,  there  should  be  at  least 
60,000  copies  printed  and  circulated  every  month.  Members  of  the  Associations 
should  not  only  subscribe  themselves,  but  they  should,  even  at  the  cost  of  a  little 
effort,  induce  others  to  take  and  read  it,  especially  any  who  are  sceptical  about 
the  utility  of  Toung  Men^s  Christian  Associations.  This  is  one  way  in  which 
we  may  give  to  men  that  information  which  they  must  have  before  we  can  hope 
to  have  them  contribute  of  their  means.  Then  there  are  the  daily  papers,  we 
should  use  them ;  they  are  open  to  every  other  good  work,  why  should  they  be 
closed  to  us  ?  Nor  are  they.  During  the  past  year  I  have  read  in  some  of  the 
New- York  papers,  and  also  in  our  own  Philadelphia  dailies,  editorial  notices  of 
our  work  which  could  not  but  do  us  a  world  of  good,  by  the  way  of  bringing 
our  work  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  community.  The  endorsement  of  such 
papers  as  the  Tribune,  the  Ledger  and  the  Chr&nicle  is  worth  much. 

Let  carefully  prepared  articles  be  sent  now  and  then  to  our  most  widely  cir- 
culated newspapers,  and  let  the  necessary  means  be  used  to  secure  their  publi- 
cation and  thus  give  publicity  to  our  work. 

Have  we  not  been  too  willing  to  allow  papers  run  wholly  in  the  interest  of 
the  world — ^in  antagonism  to  Christ  and  His  work — to  represent  us,  or  rather  to 
misrepresent  us  as  best  served  their  purpose,  and  have  not  thought  it  worth  our 
while  to  turn  aside  to  notice  their  misrepresentations  and  correct  the  false  im- 
pressions made? 

Public  Monthly  Meetings  made  interesting  enough  to  secure  large  audiences, 
is  another  means  to  the  same  end.  Have  an  efficient  Committee  on  Monthly 
Meetings,  hold  the  meetings  in  the  churches,  secure  for  them  men  of  popular 
talents  whom  the  people  are  glad  to  hear,  and  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced 
in  gathering  a  large  audience. 

Of  course,  much  of  the  work  of  any  Association  cannot  be  made  public — 
its  story  can  never  be  told.  But  we  can  make  known  that  fact,  and  illustrate 
it,  and  all  who  hear  will  rejoice  and  help  in  such  a  work. 

(e.)  Still  another  cause  of  our  past  failures  in  the  matter  of  finance,  is  to  be 
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found  in  the  methods  and  plans  upon  which  we  have  relied.    A  glance  at  some 
of  them  will  show  how  defective  thej  have  been. 

For  obvious  reasons,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  large  expense  of  a 
flourishing  Association  will  be  borne  by  the  young  men  who  constitute  its  ac- 
tive membership.  They  will  do  what  they  can  in  this  as  in  every  other  direc- 
tion ;  lut  still  if  they  do  the  work  they  may  well  claim  to  have  done  their  part. 
It  is  wise  that  the  initiation  fees  and  yearly  dues  be  fixed  at  a  low  figure,  that 
not  any,  even  the  poorest,  may  be  excluded,  or  feel  that  connection  with  the 
Association  will  subject  them  to  expense  that  they  can  ill  afford.  Such  a 
general  understanding  will  not  excuse  such  members  as  are  blessed  with  an 
abundance  of  this  world's  goods  from  contributing  most  liberally. 

T-et  the  fees  and  dues,  whatever  they  be,  be  regularly  and  faithfully  collected, 
and  this  will  form  the  basis,  however  insuflBcient  of  itself,  of  the  yearly  revenue. 
How  shall  this  be  supplemented  ?  We  are  to  look  now  at  some  of  the  plans 
which  have  been  tried. 

Fairs  have  been  tried,  and  at  times  they  have  done  good  service,  for  though 
we  may  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with  human  nature  for  it,  it  is  a  fact  that  many 
people  who  will  not  contribute  to  a  good  cause  for  the  cause's  own  sake,  may 
be  made  to  aid  it  by  the  use  of  a  little  of  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  combined 
with  the  harmlessness  of  the  dove,  and  however  distasteful  this  may  be  as  a 
means  of  raising  money,  I  for  one  have  no  doubt  of  its  legitimacy,  and  would 
never  hesitate  to  employ  it  or  any  similar  means  when  I  saw  it  would  serve 
our  purpose  well. 

But  as  a  dependence  for  a  regular  yearly  income  nothing  could  be  more 
unreliable,  for  the  novelty  of  such  a  thing  is  soon  worn  out,  and  then  it  becomes 
wholly  unsatisfactory  alike  to  projectors  and  patrons. 

Lectures  have  been  tried,  and  they  too  in  their  place  have  and  do  serve  a 
good  purpose.  Some  of  our  Associations  still  depend  largely  upon  an  annual 
course  of  lectures  as  their  chief  means  of  support,  and  our  own  Association 
in  Philadelphia  something — sometimes  no  inconsiderable  sum  is  derived  every 
winter  from  two  lecturers,  Mr.  Fletcher  and  Mr.  Gough — but  the  amount  that 
can  be  derived  from  this  source,  even  in  our  large  cities,  is  entirely  inadequate 
and  far  too  precarious  to  be  relied  upon.  There  are  too  many  contingencies, 
the  state  of  the  weather,  the  availableness  of  the  lecturers  that  "  draw,"  and 
occasions  of  public  interest  that  strangely  turn  up  the  same  night  of  and  inter- 
fere with  the  lecture.  These  like  fairs  and  concerts,  and  entertainments  of  all 
kinds,  are  well  in  their  way,  but  none  of  them  can  ]>e  counted  on. 

Collections  have  been  tried  in  churches,  and  on  occasions  of  public  interest 
such  as  anniversaries,  general  appeals  have  been  made,  but  almost  always  with 
but  indifferent  response. 

Such  appeals  are  not  sufficiently  individual  and  do  not  produce  that  feeling 
of  personal  interest  and  responsibility,  which  alone  prompts  to  large  contribu- 
tions, and  I  believe  it  were  better  that  no  appeals  of  that  kind  be  made ;  for  the 
person  from  whom  by  some  different  method  of  attack  we  might  get  many 
dollars,  drops  into  the  box  a  few  cents,  and  then  when  afterwards  approached, 
he  puts  you  off,  *'  I  have  contributed." 

Each  church  owes  us  a  collection  every  year,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
such  collection  could  be  had.  It  is  a  question  of  expediency,  however,  to  ask 
for  or  take  it,  and  the  experience  of  the  Associations  that  have  relied  upon  this 
plan,  goes  to  prove  that  such  collections  are  inexpedient,  for  until  the  day 
conies  when  the  christian  commimities  generally  shall  rank  our  work  with  the 
work  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  and  the  like,  and  acknowledge  that  it  is 
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as  good  a  work  to  save  the  young  men  who  are  being  wrecked  In  our  very 
streets— our  own  brothers  and  sons  and  neighbors — as  to  save  the  far  off 
heathen,  there  is  little  hope  that  such  collections  will  amount  to  more  than 
the  most  meager  sum. 

Such  a  day  is  coming.  A  day  when  Christian  men  will  believe  that  their 
first  duty  is  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  tempted  and  sinning  ones  ;  aye,  to 
the  very  outcasts,  whom  we  pass  by  on  our  streets  every  day  and  night ;  and 
when  that  day  comes,  I  say,  we  can  count  on  Church  collections  as  the  means 
of  our  support,  as  they  are  now  the  support  of  other  *'  missions'^  and  "  causes,'* 
but  not  till  then.  All  these  means — fairs,  concerts,  entertainments,  lectures 
and  collections — ^have  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  Is  there  no  other  way  in 
which  to  support  our  Associations  f  Yes,  ihere  is  a  plan,  recently  adopted  by 
a  few  of  our  Associations,  ill  which  I  have  faith.  It  is  the  subscription  plan, 
and  properly  executed  it  will,  I  am  confident,  solve  for  us  this  vexed  question 
of  support.  But  before  discussing  it,  let  me  emphasize  those  two  words, 
"properly  executed."  For,  believe  me,  brethren,  the  diflBculty  with  half  our 
plans  is  not  in  the  plans  themselves  so  much  as  in  our  own  indifferent  execu- 
tion of  them. 

We  come  together  and  bewail  our  want  of  money,  and  we  resolve  on  some 
desperate  effort,  and  draft  resolutions  and  appoint  committees,  and  go  forth  as 
if  to  turn  the  world  upside  down  on  behalf  of  our  Associations.  We  are  to 
meet  again  and  report  in  a  week.  The  time  for  the  meeting  comes,  and  once 
again  we  are  together.  The  chairman  calls  upon  each  in  turn  to  report  what 
he  has  done.  The  rest  of  the  story  you  know.  Each  one  hands  in  his  excuse 
for  having  done  nothing,  and  all  agree  in  voting  the  plan  a  very  poor  one,  and 
heap  the  blame  of  our  own  sloth  fulness  upon  its  innocent  head. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  young  men,  expect  that  people  are  going  to 
come  with  hands  full  of  mon<)y  and  empty  them  into  our  treasury,  then  this 
miserable  shirking  is  to  a  degree  excusable ;  but,  sir,  if  we  know,  as  we  do, 
that  here  as  everywhere  we  must  have  some  effort  on  our  part  to  represent 
eveqr  dollar  we  get,  then  let  us  have  done  forever  with  this  spirit  of  trifling, 
and  let  us  take  hold  with  both  hands ;  and  then  even  a  poor  plan  may  be  ren- 
dered efficient  through  our  earnest  and  energetic  application  of  it. 

The  subscription  plan  is  simply  this :  By  personal  and  individual  application 
at  the  first  of  each  year,  to  secure  from  a  few  (comparatively)  of  our  wealthier 
or  more  liberal  citizens  subscriptions  of  sufficient  amount  to  cover  the  entire 
expenses  of  the  Association  for  the  current  year. 

The  supposition  is  that  there  are  in  every  conmiunity  a  sufficient  number  of 
large  hearted  men  abundantly  able  and  ready  to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  this 
work  if  they  are  sought  out,  made  acquainted  with  the  work,  and  judiciously 
appealed  to  for  its  support. 

The  plan  is  simple,  easy  of  application  and  reliable.  Let  us  see  how  it  may 
be  applied.  There  are  three  methods.  The  first  commits  the  work  to  the  Board 
of  Managers.  These  gentlemen  are  usually  men  of  more  or  less  business  ac- 
quaintance and  influence,  and  can  bring  their  own  influence  to  aid  the  claims 
of  the  Association,  and  so  each  in  his  own  circle  obtains  a  list  of  subscribers, 
few  in  number  and  easily  reached.  These  subscriptions  are  generally  renewed 
each  year.  Some  of  the  subscribers,  I  learn  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  New- 
York  Association,  where  this  plan  is  in  use,  sending  In  their  contributions  with- 
out renewed  application. 

Another  method  is  to  appoint  a  Collector  in  each  church  represented  in  the 
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Association.    This  plan  is  in  use  in  Montreal  and  here  in  Washington,  and 
with  them  both  I  believe  the  experiment  is  a  success. 

Still  another  method  of  application,  and  im  onr  humble  opinion  the  best,  is 
to  have  some  one  competent  and  salaried  person,  to  whom  is  committed  this 
whole  matter  of  collections  ;  some  one  who  can  make  it,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
his  business,  and  who  alone  shall  be  held  responsible.  Of  course  Directors  and 
all  others  will  lend  him  what  assistance  they  can,  but  still  with  him  Secretary, 
Treasurer  or  Solicitor,  will  rest  the  work.  To  the  successful  working  of  this 
plan,  the  one  thing  essential  is  a  competent  person — the  right  man  for  the 
place.  He  must  be  such  a  man  as  would  make  a  good  Solicitor  for  an  Insur- 
ance Company—persistent,  industrious,  of  good  address,  and  himself  thoroughly 
interested  in  the  work.  Such  a  man  can  go  out  among  our  businessmen, 
judiciously  present  the  cause  and  its  claims,  and  in  this  way  receive  needed 
funds.  He  will  pay  his  own  salary  five  times  over  out  of  the  increased  income. 
This  is  the  plan  we  are  working  under  in  Philadelphia,  and  further  reference 
to  it  may  occur  in  the  discussion. 

To  sum  up  all  that  has  been  said : 
Ist.  Reorganize  the  finances  on  a  thoroughly  business  basis. 
2d.  Call  on  your  members  and  subscribers  promptly  to  pay  all  dues,  fees  and 

subscriptions. 
8d.  Use  all  extra  means,  such  as  lectures,  entertainments,  when  clearly  expe- 
dient, but  never  make  them  a  dependence. 
4th.  Rely  mainly  on  the  subscription  plan,  in  whichever  of  its  modifications  is 
best  adapted  to  the  individual  Association. 
And,  in  conclusion,  these  two  injunctions : 
Ist.  Execute  faithfully  whatever  plan  you  adopt. 
2d.  Do  not  spend  the  money  until  you  have  raised  it. 

Chas.  Palmer,  Prince  Edwards  Island : 

We  undertook  to  raise  a  new  building,  costing  $11,000.  Had  nothing  to 
commence  on,  and  we  have  done  it.  I  don't  believe  it  lies  with  the  clergyman 
of  a  church  to  raise  this  money.  He  has  plenty  to  do.  Let  the  Toung  M^n's 
Christian  Association  support  themselves,  I  say.  There  are  men  and  women 
connected  with  us  willing  and  able  to  do  it ;  kind  men,  who  stand  high  in  the 
community ;  give  them  the  work  to  do  to  raise  these  subscriptions.  We  di- 
vided a  whole  district  into  wards.  We  succeeded  admirably.  It  was  but  a 
Vshort  time  before  we  had  subscriptions  pouring  in  more  than  we  wanted. 
What  you  want  first  is  the  hearts  and  sympathies  of  the  people,  and  their  at- 
tention directed  to  the  point.  Every  man  spoke  to  his  acquaintances  and 
friends. 

J.  H.  Cheever,  Cincinnati : 

The  usefulness  and  success  of  an  Association  depends  so  much,  under  the 
blessing  of  God,  upon  the  condition  of  the  finances,  that  the  topic  under  discus- 
sion becomes  one  of  vital  importance  to  all  interested  in  the  work.  Promptness 
in  meeting  any  legitimate  demands  upon  our  Associations  recommends  itself  to 
every  thinking  man.  Nothing  so  retards  the  usefulness  of  a  Christian  Church 
•or  any  other  organization,  as  letting  biUs  be  presented  for  payment  from  time 
to  time,  when  by  a  little  foresight  and  care  upon  the  part  of  the  proper  officers,  its 
reputation  could  be  preserved.  The  history  of  our  Association,  with  its  aims 
and  objects,  when  thoroughly  understood,  should  meet  the  respect  and  sympathy 
of  a  large  majority  of  our  best  citizens,  c "  whatever  name  or  denomination,  and 
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money  to  sustain  tliem  will  be  forthcoming  in  proportion.  A  lifeless  organiza- 
tion does  not  command  respect.  Suppose  each  Association,  whether  it  be  small 
or  large,  goes  home  and  appoints  a  finance  committee,  consisting  of  not  more 
than  five  or  less— the  smaller  the  better — and  try  to  raise  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  work.  See  that  the  Treasurer  is  at  all  times  prepared  for  bills  when 
presented,  and  then  begin  the  business  of  systematic  solicitation,  two  by  two, 
the  chairman  always  being  the  leader.  As  to  the  qualifications  of  those  selected 
for  this  work,  they  ought  to  have  the  first  ability.  I  protest  against  broken 
down  merchants,  or  ministers,  or  strangers  just  coming  to  town  and  willing  to 
solicit,  in  order  to  make  acquaintances  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  place. 
Nor  rash  men,  always  spoiling  for  a  controversy.  Above  all,  as  we  value  suc- 
cess, don't  select  the  meanest  and  stupidest  man  of  the  town.  But  make  your 
selection  from  the  very  best  and  most  successful  business  men  of  the  place,  of 
extended  views,  who  have  earned  success  by  virtue  of  these  qualifications. 
Clergymen  are  put  to  this  work,  supposing  them  to  have  more  time.  Well, 
this  may  be  convenient  for  the  churches,  but  it  does  not  follow  they  are  the  best 
qualified  to  solicit  money  for  other  societies.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  very 
best  reason  for  their  being  excused  from  this  duty.  Because  men  will  make  ex- 
cuses to  them  coming  so  often,  or  give  sparingly.  Merchants  are  the  best,  and 
we  have  enough  quite  special  work  to  do  for  the  ministers. 

R  R  McBuraey  suggested  as  the  majority  of  Associations  were 
in  small  places  that  their  experiences  might  be  given.  The  Asso: 
ciations  in  the  large  cities  were  very  well  able  to  take  care  of  the 
finances. 

R  S.  Holmes,  Auburn,  N.  Y. : 

The  Association  I  represent  has  had  practical  experience  in  wanting  money 
and  getting  money.  I  don't  believe  that  we  should  go  for  our  money  outside 
of  our  Christian  Associations.  I  am  a  business  man,  and  don't  think  when  I 
am  in  a  financial  diflftculty  that  I  must  go  to  my  neighbors  in  the  next  store  to 
help  me  out.  Don't  believe  we  ought  to  go  to  the  churches  to  help  us.  No 
Christian  Association  of  young  men  but  can  have  all  the  money  it  needs,  and 
can  get  it  from  every  individual  member  of  the  Association  if  it  pursues  the 
right  plan. 

Our  plan  is  to  get  every  member  to  give  something,  if  not  more  than 
5  cents  per  week,  into  the  Association.  We  had  tried  for  ten  years  to  get  along 
and  failed.  Two  years  ago  we  adopted  this  plan.  I  suggested  it  and  went  to 
the  President  and  asked  him  how  much  will  you  give  per  month  ?  I  will  give 
$50  per  year,  in  twelve  equal  payments.  So  on  to  the  Vice-President,  to  the  two 
Secretaries  and  Treasurer.  Then  beginning  with  the  Board  of  Managers  went 
through  and  through  the  register  of  members,  every  man.  The  result  was,  we 
got  three  times  as  much  money  as  we  have  spent  in  any  year  before.  We  get 
our  money  promptly  once  a  month,  and  whereas  year  after  year  at  the  Interna- 
tional Convention  we  had  not  been  able  to  pay  more  than  $10  to  the  expenses  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  to-day  we  are  able  by  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  to  give  $80.  There  is  hardly  a  man  in  any  Association  who  cannot 
give  a  dollar  a  month.  In  a  small  town  last  year  we  raised  $800  in  seven  days. 
This  year  I  raised  $600  in  six  days,  and  I  am  going  home  to  raise  $700  more. 
Employ  a  paid  Secretary  if  you  can,  a  good  competent  man,  and  if  you  raise  it 
in  this  way  you  can  afford  to  employ  a  man  to  go  around  and  collect  it  into  the 
Treasury. 
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A.  H.  Nelson,  New  Orleans : 

My  experience  completely  endorses  what  our  President  has  said.  In  the 
inaugruration  of  our  society  we  raised  the  question  of  finances.  We  selected 
prominent  Christian  young  men  on  that  Committee,  whose  business  names  were 
sufficient  endorsement.  In  the  second  place  we  went  to  work  at  our  last  meet- 
ing and  resolved  that  the  Board  take  immediate  steps  to  secure  funds  for  the 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Association.  They  prepared  a  subscription  paper. 
I  must  say  that  the  Christian  men  there  are  interested  and  liberal,  and  ready  to 
dap  their  hands  into  their  pockets. 

Eobert  H.  Moore,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. : 

When  we  organized  we  had  a  good  start.  Nice  library,  handsome  rooms  to 
meet  in,  etc.  Ran  along  this  way  for  about  a  year.  We  were  not  doing  any- 
thing. It  was  simply  a  religious  club,  where  the  members  went  in  kid  gloves, 
had  a  good  time  and  went  home  again.  At  last  found  ourselves  $600  in  debt, 
and  by  the  kindness  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  that  was  paid.  We 
resolved  ourselves,  the  whole  membership,  then  into  a  Committee  on  Finances 
to  raise  money.  We  could  raise  $700  by  active  and  associate  membership,  but 
needed  a  $1,000  more  from  year  to  year.  We  took  the  Directory,  wrote  off  the 
names  of  every  resident  of  our  city,  divided  these  residents  among  the  members 
of  the  Board  and  went  to  work.  Very  soon  we  raised  more  than  we  wanted, 
and  in  this  way  we  will  raise  money  every  year,  and  expect  to  have  a  new 
building  in  a  few  years  worth  $50,000. 

Vice-President  Clinton  Lloyd,  Washington  : 

We  have  had  great  difficulty  here  in  raising  funds  for  the  regular  expendi- 
tures of  the  Association.  I  don't  think  it  is  generally  wise  to  pay  a  salary  out 
of  the  subscriptions.  Men  go  before  the  public  in  this  way  always  at  a  disad- 
vantage. My  friends  you  will  raise  money  just  as  you  carry  out  the  other  work 
of  the  Association,  by  persistent  effort,  and  that  alone  will  secure  it,  and  by 
every  member  of  the  Association  realizing  there  is  a  responsibility  upon  him  in 
this  matter.  We  have  asked  the  people  to  subscribe  a  certain  amount  of  money, 
monthly  or  quarterly,  to  be  paid  until  the  subscriber  gives  notice  to  the  con- 
trary.   It  is  like  the  subscription  to  a  newspaper. 

After  singing  the  hymn, 

"  Sound  the  battle  cry," 
the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  to  complete  the  sub- 
scriptions.    After  subscriptions,  amounting  to  nearly  $7,500  in 
all,  had  been  received, 

L.  L.  Crounse,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Transportation, 
made  some  announcements  in  reference  to  return  excursion 
ticketa 

On  motion,  the  time  of  the  session  was  extended  to  4  o'clocifr 

The  Topic  :    "  The  Temperance  Question  in  its  Relation 

TO  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations," 
was  then  taken  up,  and  opened  by  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Phila- 
delphia : 
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Mr.  PiiESiDENT, — I  have  no  purpose  at  this  hour  to  make  any  address.  I 
will  only  introduce  a  resolution,  supposing  you  will  premise  a  general  speech 
strong  enough  to  have  you  carry  it.  I  must  ask  the  permission  of  this  audi- 
ence to  present  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Temperance,  hoping  it  may  be 
taken  up  and  discussed  at  a  future  time. 

[The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions] 

I  say  just  this  word.  I  don't  believe  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation should  be  a  Temperance  organization,  any  more  than  you  do  ;  but  I  do 
believe  our  Association  is  organized  to  battle  sin,  and  to  battle  as  Christian 
young  men  should.  Then  in  proportion  as  intemperance  is  sin,  in  such  pro- 
portion should  we  fight  it.  I  need  not  say  one  word  as  to  the  heinousnees  of 
the  sin  of  intemperance,  as  spread  over  our  land  to  day. 

An  invitation  was  received  to  attend  the  47th  Anniversary  of 
the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  to  be  held  in  the  Academy 
of  Music,  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  Evening,  May  80th,  at  eight 
o'clocK. 

General  Howard,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Devotional  Meet- 
ings, read  the  following  notice  of  meetings  for  to-day  and  to- 
morrow, and  stated  those  for  Sunday  would  be  announced  in  the 
evening : 

OPEN  AIB  MBETINGS 

at  7  o'clock  at  the  Treasury  Building,  conducted  by  W.  G.  Benedict,  of  Wisconsin ; 
at  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  Twelfth  Street,  by  E.  R.Holden,  of  Rhode  Island ; 
at  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  Seventh  Street,  by  J.Q.  Parkhurst,  of  Rhode  Island ; 
at  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  Ninth  Street,  opposite  Wall's  Opera  House,  by 
A.  P.  Ketchum,  of  New-York ;  and  at  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  Four-and-a-half 
Street,  by  D.  E.  Small,  of  Pennsylvania. 

MORNING  PRATER  MEETINGS. 

The  "  Relay"  prayer  meeting  will  be  held  to-morrow  morning  at  the  Ninth 
Street  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  It  will  be  conducted  from  6  to  7  o'clock, 
by  Mr.  Irvine,  of  Ohio  ;  from  7  to  8,  by  Mr.  Dean,  of  Michigan ;  and  from  8  to 
9,  by  Mr.  Chase,  of  Maine. 

OPEN  Am  MASS  MEETINGS 

will  be  held  at  7  o'clock  to  morrow  evening,  by  Mr.  Bumell,  of  Illinois,  at  the 
comer  of  Seventh  Street  and  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  and  by  Mr.  Simmons,  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  Patent  Office. 

Adopted. 

After  prayer  and  the  benediction  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  Douglass, 
of  Montreal,  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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THE  SERVICE  OF  SONG. 
Friday  Evening. 

The  Congregational  Church  this  evening  was  again  occupied 
by  another  crowded  assemblage,  called  together  for  song,  prayer 
and  conference,  EL  Thane  Miller  leading  the  service.  The  meeting 
was  opened  with  the  singing  of  the  hymn 

'•  Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer." 
Rev.  Mr.  Brandt,  of  Indianapolis,  read  the  14th  chapter  of  St 
John's  Gospel,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons,  of  Boston,  following  with 
prayer. 

The  President,  John  Wanamaker,  spoke  of  the  service  appointed 
for  the  evening,  and  introduced  Geo.  H.  Hall,  of  Washington, 
who  referred  to  the  Holy  Spirit's  presence  and  influence  upon  the 
Convention  and  city,  and  the  hopes  and  prayers  thatv^rere  accom- 
panying their  assembly  all  over  the  land  for  the  loved  ones  who 
might  be  brought,  through  its  instrumentality,  to  God.  He 
concluded  with  presenting  the  petition  of  a  member  for  prayers. 

K  Thane  Miller: 

We  will  now  sing  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  "  More  Like  Jesus,"  after 
which,  dear  brethren,  while  these  brothers  speak  to  ns  let  your  hearts  go  up  in 
expecting  prayer.  Ask  God  and  expect  souls  to  be  brought  to  Him  here  to- 
night. Let  the  brothers  who  speak  tell  us  what  you  think  of  Jesus,  whether 
you  recommend  him  to  these  perishing  souls  here. 

Dear,  dear  friends,  let  us  gather  very  closely  around  the  Saviour  to-night. 
Members  of  the  Associations  have  need  to  ask  God^s  blessing  upon  this  Ck)n- 
vention,  and  God  hear  and  answer  these  prayers. 

The  Eev.  L.  Gaetz,  of  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  followed  in  prayer, 
and  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  given  up  to  short  addresses,  inter- 
spersed with  singing  and  prayer  for  special  cases.  Concluding 
with  the  singing  of  **  Come  Home,  Prodigal  Child,"  and  "  Angels 
are  Hovering  Around,"  by  H  Thane  Miller,  who  appealed  to  the 
impenitent  in  the  audience  to  come  now  and  ask  for  prayer. 
About  80  individuals  requested  prayer  for  themselves,  while  the 
petitions  for  others  were  very  numerous.  Mr.  Hodder,  of  Eng- 
land, oflFered  a  short  prayer,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Miller. 

The  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Eev.  H  W.  Bead,  of 
Washington. 
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THE  FOUKTH  DAY^S  PEOCEEDINGS. 

Saturday,  May  27,  9:30  A.M. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order.  Singing,  "  I'm 
but  d  Traveller  here ; "  Heading  of  the  5th  Chapter,  1st  Epistle 
of  John,  by  the  Eev.  BL  W.  Bead,  of  Washington;  Singing, 
"Blow  ye  the  Trumpets,  Blow ;  "  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Pit- 
blado,  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved 

The  Business  Committee  reported,  in  place  of  the  order  here- 
tofore adopted,  as  follows : 

9:30  to  10:15 — MiBcellaneoas  Business. 

10:15  to  11:00— Topic, "  Obstacles  in  the  Way  of  Organizing  and  Maintaining 
Young     Men's    Cluistian    Amociations.*'       Discussion 
open^  by  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg. 
11:00  to  12:80 — Reports  of  Y.  M.  C.  Association  work  in  various  parts  of  the 

country. 
12:80  to    IKK^-Recess. 
IKK)  to    1:15— Devotional  exercises. 
1:15  to    2K)0 — Practical  questions  relating  to  Association  work  answered. 

3:00 — ^Reports  of  Standing  Committees ;  Consideration  of  the  same ; 
and  fixing  the  time  and  place  for  next  Convention. 

EVEMNG. 

8K)0— Address  by  Hon.  S  S.  Fisher,  of  Cincinnati.  Subject,  "  Young 
Men  in  Business.  What  are  their  Temptations,  and 
How  shall  they  be  Resisted  t "  To  be  followed  by  an 
Address  by  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Michigan.  Subject,  *•  Our 
Religious  Work.  How  diall  it  be  made  more  Effectual  t  *' 
To  be  followed  by  Discussion  by  Delegates  only.  The 
exercises  will  be  interspersed  with  song,  prayer  and 
praise. 
Adopted 

The  President  read  the  following : 

Chicago,  May  26<A,  1871. 
To  the  IntemoHonal  Convention  of  T,  M  0.  Asiociations : 

General  Assembly  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  in  session  in  the  City  of 
Chicago,  May  26th,  1871,  resolved  that  a  telegraphic  communication  signed  by 
our  Moderator,  in  the  name  of  the  Assembly,  be  ssnt  to  the  International  Con- 
vention of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  now  in  session  at  Washington 
Qty,  expressing  to  them  our  brotherly  congratulations,  with  assurances  of  our 
prayers  for  Divine  guidance  and  success  in  their  efibrts  to  promote  Evangelical 
reli^on,  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  the  Great  Captain  under  whose  banner 
we  all  are  enlisted. 

Z.  M.  HUMPHREY,  Moderator, 

Edwin  F.  Hatpikld,  8taM  Clerk, 

Attest, 

8.  Dickson,  Permanent  Clerk, 
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Eeferred  to  Committee  on  Eesolutions  to  prepare  an  answer. 
The  following  was  sent  by  the  Committee  in  response  : 

Washington,  May  27th,  1871. 
General  Assembly  Presbyterian  Church,  Chicago^  111. : 

International  CJonTention  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  tender  their 
hearty  tha  ni- 1  lo  i  h-  <  « i .  i>  ]  Assembly  for  their  congratulations  and  assurances 
of  brotherly  and  Christian  sympathy,  and  will  ever  pray  that  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church  may  prosper  and  preserve  the  great  Church  represented  by  the 
Assembly,  for  the  promotion  of  His  glory  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 

JNO.  WANAMAKER, 
President  of  Sixteenth  International  Convention,  now  assembled. 

The  Convention  then  discussed  the  Topic : 
*'  Obstacles  in  the  Way  of  Organizing  and  Maintaining 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations." 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  each  speaker  be  limited  to  three 
minutes. 

Before  the  discussion,  the  Convention  joined  in  prayer,  led  by 
Robt  Tarlton,  of  London,  and  singing: 

"  Awake,  my  soul,  in  joyful  lays.'* 

The  question  was  then  opened  by  T.  K.  Cree,  Pittsburg : 

The  first  obstacle  we  have  found  is  to  get  a  good  man  to  undertake  the  work 
of  organizing  these  Associations.  An  Association  here  and  another  there  may 
be  organized  without  any  special  eflfort  or  assistance,  but  we  think  we  want  our 
numbers  doubled  of  live,  active  Associations.  To  do  this  we  must  have  our 
prominent  Association  men  engage  in  this  work  of  discussion  and  information, 
and  aiding  in  assisting  each  other.  We  have  difficulty  in  getting  Associations  to 
interest  themselves  in  the  matter.  Every  Association  represented  here  could 
go  home,  and,  inside  of  the  next  three  months,  organize  another  Association. 
That  is  the  difficulty,  to  get  them  to  feel  their  responsibility,  and  to  value  their 
influence.  We  have  difficulty  in  reaching  the  right  men  at  the  right  places,  so 
as  to  organize.  Perhaps  the  very  best  men  we  do  not  reach.  Another  great 
difficulty  is  getting  a  good  time  to  organize.  We  have  in  our  State,  and  all 
over  the  land,  a  number  of  places  just  waiting  for  the  proper  time  to  organi7^ 
Assodations.  At  one  time  there  is  great  revival  going  on  and  not  time  to  do  it. 
Another  time  there  is  great  dullness  and  deadness.  One  time  it  is  too  hot,  ano- 
ther  too  cold.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  find  the  best  time.  The  greatest  diffi- 
culty is  the  misunderstanding  of  our  work.  The  old  idea  of  Association  work 
was  that  it  was  an  organization  for  the  helping  of  young  men  to  establish  read- 
ing rooms  and  that  kind  of  a  thing.  The  real  work  of  saving  souls  is  not  un- 
derstood, except  where  we  have  an  Association.  This  is  a  great  difficulty  in 
reaching  earnest.  Christian  men,  to  get  them  to  understand  what  our  Associa- 
tion work  means,  that  it  means  work  for  Christ.  Another  great  difficulty  is,  we 
despise  the  day  of  small  things.  We  look  at  Chicago,  New- York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  other  places,  and  see  great  buildings  erected  by  years  of  labor, 
and  we  do  not  want  to  come  into  this  work  in  a  small  way ;  are  not  wiUing  to 
come  down  to  the  work  of  beginning  with  four  or  five  young  men,  and  building 
up.    Another  difficulty  in  small  towns  is  jealousy  of  our  organization  by  the 
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flcalty.  We  have  also  met  with  the  opposition  of  ministers,  churches  and  lay- 
men. This  is,  however,  solely  due  to  the  fact  that  where  there  is  no  Associa- 
tion it  is  misunderstood.  Taking  the  old  idea  of  Association  work,  I  do  not 
wonder  that  ministers  oppose  it. 

Indifference  of  Christians — this  we  ail  know  is  a  great  difficulty  in  our  work, 
but  more  particularly  in  organizing.  If  you  get  Cliristian  men  to  understand 
our  work,  then  comes  in  this  indifference  and  laziness;  the  failures  of  previous 
organizations ;  Associations  have  been  organized  and  failed ;  a  va^t  number 
of  them  never  paid  up,  and  to  our  shame  they  left  behind  them  debts  which  re- 
main a  standing  disgrace  to  professors  of  Christianity.  These  organizations 
have  died  most  disgracefully,  died  from  debt ;  the  want  of  some  good  man 
with  faith  to  take  the  lead.  We  need  more  earnest  men  in  their  places.  The 
same  difficulty  that  omes  up  in  our  work  of  organization  meets  us  in  maintain- 
ing our  work.  We  want  earnest,  vital  godliness  in  our  members.  The  vast 
body  of  our  members  are  lacking  in  this  earnest  Cliristianity.  We  organize  an 
Association,  get  a  glorious  revival,  everybody  worked  up,  but  after  a  little  while 
this  passes  away,  and  we  sink  back  to  dullness  and  deadness.  We  want  busi- 
ness management.  The  failure  in  smaller  Associations  all  over  the  land  was 
that  they  lacked  business  managen^ent.  Good  business  men  fail  to  show  their 
love  of  the  Association  by  giving  it  the  benefit  of  the  business  talent  God  has 
given  to  them.  The  want  of  money  comes  under  the  same  head.  I  believe 
God  gives  to  us  business  management,  just  the  same  as  lie  plants  in  our  hearts 
love  for  Jesus,  and  we  should  use  both  of  them  for  the  glory  of  the  Master. 

Some  unfortunate  Church  difficulties  have  come  into  the  Association  and 
split  and  killed  it — never  come  together  until  these  unfortunate  difficulties 
have  been  healed.  This,  I  am  happy  to  say,  occurred  in  but  very  few  places. 
The  election  of  improper  officers  has  killed  many  an  Association.  Our  failures 
in  Pennsylvania  are  very  few,  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  out  of  a  hundred, 
but  have  resulted  largely  from  the  election  of  improper  men  to  the  Presidency 
and  Board  of  Directors,  unwillingness  of  proper  young  men  to  accept  positions. 
We  know  an  Association  today,  doing  nothing  at  all,  just  because  the  men 
best  fitted  have  refused  to  accept  important  positions.  We  do  not  realize  the 
responsibility  that  rests  upon  us  as  individuals,  and  take  that  standard  of  St. 
Paul :  "  This  one  thing  I  do,"  and  in  our  Association  work,  go  with  this  idea, 
that  we  are  working  for  Christ,  and  have  this  for  our  motto.  The  one  thing 
with  us,  brethren,  for  young  men  to  consider,  is  this  Christian  Association 
Work. 

R  R  McBurney  moved  that  only  the  smaller  Associations 
under  two  hundred  members,  be  heard  from.    Carried. 

J.  EL  Dissett,  Ashland,  Ohio : 

I  come  from  a  town  of  2,000  inhabitants .  It  has  an  Association  of  about 
100  members.  I  suppose  we  have  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  our  Associa- 
tion that  do  not  exist  in  large  city  Associations.  The  greatest  difficulty  comes 
from  the  mistakes  made  by  the  members  of  the  Association  with  regard  to  their 
work.  We  have  tried  to  form  an  Association  as  we  would  form  a  Literary 
Club.  We  forgot  the  great  object  of  Associations  was  to  bring  souls  to  Christ 
Then,  in  small  towns,  we  are  so  few,  we  need  all  the  aid  possible  from  both 
sexes.  We  sometimes  imbibe  the  idea  that  Associations  should  be  all  com- 
posed of  young  m^,  and  the  ladies  who  could  help  u9  in  small  places  are  every- 
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where  excluded.  We  are  tiying  to  overcome  that,  and  since  we  have  partiallj 
overcome  it  we  are  succeeding^.  Another  thing  is  the  jealousy  of  denominations. 
If  one  of  the  denominations  gets  control  of  the  organization,  the  others  stand 
aside  and  say  the  Presbyterians  or  the  Baptists  are  running  that  and  we  will 
let  them  run  it  until  they  run  it  into  the  ground.  And  what  there  is  for  us  to 
do,  is  to  get  out  of  this  denominationalism  and  stand  by  the  Association.  Put 
this  instrumentality  away  above  sectarianism,  and  bring  denominations  to- 
gether to  save  men. 

Wm.  H.  Pogue,  Jerseyville,  Illinois : 

I  represent  a  small  Association.  Associations  of  this  character  fail  very 
often  because  of  the  lack  of  some  good  man  for  a  leader.  More  attention  is 
paid  to  get  into  the  Association  men  of  distinguished  social  or  religious  position, 
without  reference  to  whether  they  are  working  men,  live,  earnest  Christian 
men.  What  we  want,  sir,  is  earnest  men ;  men  who  think  and  talk  over  the 
objects  of  the  Association ;  men  whose  whole  hearts  are  enlisted  in  it,  and 
willing  to  sacrifice  themselves  for  it. 

J.  W.  Ellis,  Springfield,  Ohio : 

We  have  also  a  small  organization.  Have  a  good  circulating  library,  papers, 
periodicals,  and  rooms  largely  patronized  by  readers  and  visitors.  But,  sir,  we 
lack  that  vital  spark  that  sets  one  on  fire  and  makes  it  aglow  with  Christian 
work.  We  are  not  going  out  among  young  men  inviting  them  in.  We  are 
not  speaking  for  Jesus  and  praying  in  the  presence  of  these  young  men. 

S.  Buttermore,  McConnelsville,  Pa. : 

We  have  organized  in  our  town  an  Association ;  have  been  in  the  work 
nearly  twelve  months.  We  are  not  willing  to  gird  on  the  armor.  That  is  the 
difficulty,  and  I  stand  here  to  ask  you  to  lend  us  your  prayers,  that  we  may 
take  courage  to  do  our  whole  duty. 

Mr.  Moore,  Somerville,  Penn. : 

I  am  glad  to  give  you  a  little  experience  of  our  Association.  It  numbers 
75  members ;  began  three  years  ago  ;  commenced  holding  open  prayer  meetings 
when  there  were  only  three  persons  to  sustain  the  meeting,  and  last  year  we 
had  over  80  who  came  in  and  took  part  in  our  meetings.  Three  of  us  came 
together,  and,  taking  hold  of  hands,  asked  God  to  go  with  us,  and  He  helping 
us,  we  pledged  ourselves  we  would  not  give  over  the  work.  We  went  forward 
and  had  glorious  results.  When  asking  our  young  men  to  take  hold,  some 
said  "  I  cannot  do  anything.*'  Yes  you  can.  If  nothing  more,  come  up  there, 
and  show  you  stand  for  the  Lord  Jesus.  At  the  close  of  the  last  open  air 
meeting  we  had  five  persons  raise  their  hands  and  ask  us  to  pray  for  them. 

The  Convention  rose  and  joined  in  singing, 
"  I  love  to  tell  the  Story," 
after  which  the  discussion  was  continued  by 

August  Wincher,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. : 

We  cannot  complain  of  not  having  money  enough  to  carry  on  our  work,  nor 
that  we  have  not  voices  loud  enough  to  be  heard  upon  the  street.  One  thing 
we  do  lack  for  Christian  work  is  Christian  courage,  a  manly  spirit  to  stand  i^> 
boldly  for  Christ. 
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John  Beeder,  Hamilton,  Ohio. : 

I  want  to  resolve,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  tliat  I  will  go  as  if  tliere  were  none 
otben  to  go,  and  do  this  work ;  that  I  will  wait  no  longer  for  others,  but  will, 
with  God's  help,  keep  the  Association  alivo. 

C.  B.  Morris,  Montclair,  N.  J. : 

The  chief  obstacle  in  onr  place  is  the  want  of  a  home  where  the  brethren 
of  the  denomination  can  meet.  And  the  reason  we  have  not  had  it,  the  people 
have  been  too  liberal  with  us  in  providing  us  with  room  rent  free.  I  recommend 
every  Association  to  have  a  home,  even  if  it  is  but  9x12. 

H.  S.  Bartlett,  Stoneham,  Mass. : 

God  has  blessed  as  wonderfully.  I  do  believe  if  Associations  with  fifteen, 
twenty  or  fifty  members  will  go  to  work  in  lay  preaching,  distributing  tracts, 
and  religious  meetings,  God  will  help  their  efibrts,  and  they  will  become  a 
successful  Association. 

Mr.  Manly,  Ohio : 

I  represent  an  Association  in  a  village  of  400  inhabitants.  It  was  organized 
nearly  two  years  ago  and  numbers  forty  or  fifty.  The  young  men  are 
determined  to  work  for  Jesus,  and  go  forth  proclaiming  His  name  wherever 
they  can  find  a  place. 

H.  J.  Stone,  Chelsea,  Mass. : 

We  started  four  years  ago  with  sixty  members,  and  between  one  and  two 
thousand  dollars.  I  saw  it  was  an  artificial  life  we  had.  W«  went  to  work  with 
all  our  nice  things  to  undertake  to  convert  souls.  Wo  met  an  utter  failure  and 
dwindled  down  into  utter  insignificance.  We  had  about  60  ofllcers,  some  of 
them  brave  men,  who  feared  to  say  anything  in  a  prayer  meeting.  Two  or 
three  faithful  souls  went  to  God  and  prayed  to  God  to  shower  His  blessing  upon 
them ;  prayed  in  secret  until  their  Lttleroom  filled  up,  and  to-day  we  can  count 
scores  of  souls  converted  to  Jesus.  Our  Sabbath  School  Uniay  numbers  some- 
thing like  250  members,  and  prospered  in  every  way.  Believing  in  God 
and  persistent  prayed  and  devotion  did  it,  nothing  else.  To-day  we  are 
active,  expecting  victory.  We  ask  the  men  whom  we  take  from  the  gutter  to 
come  in  and  pray.  They  do  come  in  and  thank  Him  for  salvation.  We  have 
this  motto  there,  Praise  God.    No  sectarianism.    Only  Jesus  Christ. 

Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  Natick,  Mass. : 

The  organization  whose  delegate  I  am  here  to  day,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is 
comparatively  in  a  state  of  prosperity.  It  is  doing  a  good  work.  One  reason 
why  it  is  doing  a  good  work  is,  that  we  have  a  few  active,  organizing  men,  who 
work  all  the  time,  and  we  look  to  Jesus  as  the  leader,  and  not  to  any  eminent 
men,  there  or  elsewhere.  There  is  another  reason  :  we  never  get  in  debt.  I 
regard  tliat  as  one  of  the  prominent  causes  that  injure  Associations.  We  raise 
our  money  bctor«  we  spend  it. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  duties  elsewhere  have  prevented  my  attending  this 
Convention  and  listening  to  your  deliberations.  I  regard  these  Toung  Men's 
Christian  AssociationH  in  our  country  as  one  of  the  great  hopes  of  our  land.  I 
believe  it  carries  the  banners  of  the  progress  and  redemption  of  our  country. 
Such  an  opportunity  for  labor  was  never  given  to  young  men  on  earth.  We 
have  what  is  left  o!  the  aboriginees  of  our  country  to  save  and  to  Christianize^ 
if  we  can ;  and  we  tiuye  a  great  work  to  do  in  our  cities.    The  blood  that  stains. 
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the  streets  of  Paris  to-day,  the  moans  that  go  up  on  the  air,  the  flames  that  are 
devouring,  teach  us  that  in  great  civilized  cities  and  communities  there  may  be 
a  barbarous  and  savage  class  of  men  nnder  the  very  light  of  modem  civiliza- 
tion. Let  us  feel  that  anywhere  and  everywhere  we  have  a  great  work  to  do. 
I  rejoice  to  read  that  resolutions  were  introduced  here  in  favor  of  the  great 
cause  of  temperance.  After  forty  years  experience  as  a  temperance  man  it  is 
my  conviction,  increasing,  growing  every  day,  that  drunkenness  stands  more 
in  your  way  of  progress  than  anything  else,  and  that  it  stands  across  the  path 
of  Christian  progress  in  our  country.  I  am  glad  that  you  look  at  it.  Work 
for  it,  labor  for  it.  God  in  his  providence  will  bless  you.  Look  to  Christ  as  the 
leader,  not  to  men  of  wealth,  men  of  social  and  political  position.  Often  the 
man  of  wealth  is  too  mu^h  absorbed  to  labor  for  Christ,  and  too  often  the  public 
men  of  the  country  are  so  engaged  in  public  duties  or  the  ambitions  and  strifes 
of  life,  that  they  have  little  left  for  the  sacred  and -holy  cause  of  Christ  on  earth. 
Take  Christ  as  your  leader,  young  men,  and  remember  that  He  is  a  leader 
greater  than  any  that  earth  can  give.  Consecrate  youiselves  to  His  service, 
work  for  His  cause  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions,  and  lift  poor  fallen 
humanity  toward  the  skies. 

After  the  discussion  the  Convention  sang, 

"  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name." 
The  next  business  was  Reports  of  Association  Work  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country. 

J.  K  Noble,  Cleveland,  0. : 

I  want  to  say  to  the  brethren  how  they  are  getting  hold  of  men  lying  in  the 
gutter  and  lifting  them  up.  Our  young  men  go  to  the  homes  of  sin  and  crime. 
Meeting  scepticism  in  this  way  by  going  to  these  places  and  to  prisons  speak- 
ing  the  simple  truth  in  Jesus  Christ. 

D.  W.  Glass,  Baltimore : 

Would  that  we  could  hear  our  Master  say  to  us,  "  He  has  done  what  he 
xould."  During  the  year  the  Baltimore  and  Central  Associations  consolidated. 
We  are  endeavoring  to  establish  a  building  to  cost  $800,000.  In  the  Space  of 
two  months  we  have  raised  $100,000.  Our  State  work  is  progressing  somewhat, 
but  not  as  much  as  we  desire. 

J.  Buchanan,  Trenton,  N.  J. : 

We  have  had  in  our  State  Annual  Conventions  of  our  Associations,  and  each 
'cme  of  those  Conventions  has  been  a  great  success.  The  Associations  through- 
out the  State  are,  I  believe,  almost  all  of  them  in  good  active,  working  order. 
I  will  not  repeat  the  details  of  the  work.  I  suppose  they  are  the  same  as  in 
other  States. 

H.  H.  Fulton,  Toledo,  O. : 

W«  are  in  prospect  of  a  bulling  to  cost  $50,000,  $25,000  already  raised ; 
but  the  great  amount  of  the  work  done  is  lifting  poor  degraded  brothers  upon 
the  Rock,  Christ  Jesus.  We  cannot  neglect  the  salvation  of  such  immortal 
men,  and  Qod  will  put  the  means  in  our  hands  to  do  it. 
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R  H.  Hinckley,  Philadelphia: 

We  have  jast  had  a  building  fitted  ap  with  parlors,  lodtcing,  dining  and 
kitchen  rooms,  and  called  it  the  Young  Men's  Home.  And  we  intend,  instead  of 
letting  joxmg  men  receive  poor  accommodations  in  oat^f-way  places,  at  a  high 
price,  learning  bad  habits,  to  give  them  pleasant  rooms  at  a  price  within  thdr 
power.  We  have  also  established  reading  rooms  in  different  parts  Qf  the  city, 
in  the  snburbs  instead  of  having  one  room  in  the  center  of  the  city.  We  have 
also  Toong  Women's  Christian  Associations  incorporated,  providing  also  a  home 
for  young  women.  These  are  our  main  details  of  work,  except  the  Employment 
Bureau,  which  has  secured  employment  for  over  500  young  men  since  the  first 
of  January. 

F.  Hooker,  Warren,  Pa. : 

I  represent  a  smaU  Association  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains.  Six 
weeks  ago  it  did  not  have  much  life  in  it.  But  these  brethren  came,  appointed 
by  Bro.  Cree,  and  held  a  two  days*  meeting,  and  men  who  never  attended 
church,  gambling  and  drinking  men  came  to  the  meetings,  and  at  the  last 
fifteen  rose  for  prayer. 

Thomas  Read,  Salem,  Ohio : 

I  represent  a  very  large  Association  in  a  very  small  town.  No  sectarianism 
with  us.  At  one  of  Bro.  Bumell's  meetings  with  us  there  were  Episcopalians, 
numbers  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  Ac.  We  have  held  471  meetings  during  the 
year,  and  God  has  blessed  the  labor  for  His  glory. 

G.  W.  Leonard,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  ; 

A  year  ago  we  sent  a  delegation  to  Indianapolis.  Our  Association  was  about 
dead.  We  employed  a  Secretary  and  gathered  all  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  went  to  work.  Opened  a  reading-room ;  circulated  among  our  busi- 
ness men  ijiviting  them  to  become  members  of  the  Association,  and  so  become 
interested  in  it,  and  instituted  Open  Air  Meetings.  Our  greatest  success  has 
been  in  prisons  and  jails.  Our  prison  discharged  in  the  month  of  April  50 
criminals,  and  60  in  the  month  of  May.  We  make  a  point  to  visit  those  con- 
victs and  talk  with  them  upon  the  subject  of  their  salvation,  and  do  whatever 
matters  of  business  they  desire  to  have  done.  We  have  loaned  them  money, 
and  aided  them  in  every  way  in  our  power.  The  work  has  been  very  profitable. 
The  convicts  acquainted  with  the  Committee  are  very  anxious  to  meet  us  out  of 
the  prison,  and  we  are  very  much  encouraged  indeed  in  this  work  for  the 
Master. 

"  Work,  for  the  Night  is  Coming," 
was  then  sung,  when  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  con- 
tinued by  K.  A.  Burnell,  Aurora,  111.  : 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  relation  of  buildings  to  this  great  and 
blessed  work.  Eighteen  months  ago  in  the  little  City  of  Aurora,  we  raised 
$500  to  pay  rent.  A  man  said  to  us  he  would  rather  give  $100  to  build  a  hall. 
We  took  it  as  the  voice  of  God  and  raised  $9,000.  Our  building  cost  that 
amount,  and  was  dedicated  four  weeks  ago,  and  during  the  time  we  raised  that 
$^,000,  we  have  raised  over  $100,000  for  church  buildings.  Everybody  thanks 
God.  Our  building  stands  upon  an  island,  between  the  two  cities,  a  most  un- 
pretending structure,  24x80.  We  take  the  main  central  room  for  God.  It  is 
God's  building  aU  the  way  up.     We  don*t  go  into  the  second  or  third  stories. 
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The  ladies  of  the  city  raised  $1,200  in  foar  days,  and  furnished  a  room  in  our 
building  for  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association.  This  society  was  a 
direct  outgrowth  of  their  endeavor  to  furnish  the  young  men  a  building,  and 
to-day  they  are  four  weeks  old.  I  would  sound  it  out  over  this  continent  to- 
day if  you  can  raise  the  money,  even  if  not  over  $5,000,  build. 

J.  0.  Peck,  Springfield,  Mass. : 

I  was  asked  to  speak  by  our  Association  from  the  standpoint  of  the  pastor, 
because  there  is  too  often  alienation  between  the  pastor  and  the  Association. 
The  work  with  us  has  been  done  by  a  few  men  going  about  it  simply.  Making 
no  stir  and  no  show  of  the  Association,  men  go  out  in  such  a  way  as  to  endear 
themselves  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  We  have  said,  God  help  you  brethren  t 
No,  there  has  been  no  conflict,  with  perhaps  a  single  exception,  because  these 
earnest,  faithful  men  care  nothing  for  outside  work  ;  make  it  simply  a  matter  of 
saving  souls  to  Christ  in  the  Church.  I  have  baptized  men  coming  out  of  jail, 
whom  the  young  men  met  before  they  had  a  chance  to  get  pulled  down  again, 
and  brought  them  to  the  prayer  meetings. 

President  John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia : 

Our  time,  in  Philadelphia,  to  get  hold  of  strangers  is  half-past  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  We  have  a  little  prayer  meeting  in  our  rooms  at  that  hour, 
just  for  strangers ;  spending  an  hour  on  the  streets  with  little  tickets,  with 
verses  of  Scripture  upon  them,  and  invitation  to  come  to  the  rooms  at  half-past 
nine.  We  pray  for  them ;  shake  hands  with  them,  and  get  acquainted.  It  is 
not  unusual  to  see  their  faces  flooded  with  tears.  One  poor  fellow,  not  long 
ago,  said,  "  It  is  the  first  kind  word  spoken  to  me  in  Philadelphia."  Another 
plan  we  have — and  I  want  to  recommend  it  earnestly  to  the  brethren  of  the 
Association — is  to  have  a  committee  in  their  rooms  every  night  to  meet  strangers, 
and  when  they  come  in  there,  to  take  hold  of  them  and  say :  How  are  you  t 
Wheie  do  you  live  t    What  can  we  do  for  you  t 

^tr.  L.  Sheafe,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

I  want  to  carry  this  audience  for  a  moment  into  the  Stranger's  Home  in  our 
dty.  We  open  on  the  1st  of  December  and  close  on  the  first  of  May.  It  is  for 
the  dirtiest,  meanest  and  lowest  ot  the  city.  Whole  number  admitted,  1,397 
lodgings  furnished,  1 5,624 ;  average  number  per  night,  125;  number  of  married 
men,  233;  number  of  single,  1,164;  number  of  temperate,  764;  number  of 
intemperate^  633 ;  Protestants,  342 ;  Koman  Catholics,  341 ;  no  religion,  714. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  iu  this  place  services  are  held  every  night,  and  on  the 
Sabbath  there  are  three  services.  The  result :  We  know  that  238  have  found 
good  situations  to  work  Iionestiy  and  industriously  every  day ;  38  have  been 
converted  to  Christianity  and  united  with  some  church.  One  whom  we  took 
from  the  gutter,  often  too,  has  a  fine  position  with  a  salary  ot  ;|  1,600  a  year,  and 
ont  Mi  lae  most  active  members  of  one  ot  our  churches.  Oh  I  many  a  poor,  sin- 
sick  youn^  main  has  been  led  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  work,  among  the 
poor,  (iod  has  blessed. 

H.  G.  Mendenhall,  Lafayette  College,  Pennsylvania: 
We  have  a  metuLiership  of  about  150  ;  have,  in  connection,  tour  cottage  prayer 

meetings,  conducted  by  members  of  the  Society,  and  one  Temperance  Society. 

Our  members,  by  the  blessmg  of  Uod,  brought  about  such  a  revival  that  over  a 

hundred  members  were  Drought  to  Christ.    Gentlemen,  see  what  this  College 

has  done  amongst  many  others. 
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On  account  of  the  large  number  of  Associations  desiring  to 
report,  the  time  was  reduced  to  two  minute  speeches. 

S.  F.  Huntley,  Cornell  University,  N/Y.  : 

One  of  the  speakers  in  discuBsing  the  topic  on  "  Obstacles,  Ac,"  said  the  fear 
of  man  was  a  great  one,  in  forming  and  sustaining  Associations.  We  have 
overcome  that  fear  in  our  Association.  When  oar  institution  opened,  reports 
from  our  anxious  brethren  all  over  the  country  came  to  us,  through  the  press, 
that  Ck)rne11  University  was  sceptical,  and,  perhaps,  infidel.  Everything  was 
new  then.  We  had  not  become  acquainted  with  the  Faculty,  nor  with  their 
views,  and  were  almost  afraid  these  reports  were  true.  Our  organization  was 
started  cautiously  under  that  fear.  We  had  no  test  for  membership  ;  all  who 
desired  were  admitted.  It  did  not  succeed  well ;  some  of  the  best  Christian 
members  of  the  Ministry  refused  to  join  ;  they  could  not  work  in  such  harness. 
We  changed  our  Constitution  without  opposition  or  complaint,  except  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Faculty,  when  invited  to  attend  our  meetings,  said,  that  since  he 
had  heard  we  had  adopted  the  test  originated  at  the  Portland  Convention,  he 
had  despaired  of  the  Association  doing  the  work  he  had  at  first  hoped  it  would 
do ;  but,  we  have  been  prospering  ever  since ;  our  Association  is  continually  in- 
creasing, and  now  numbers  about  seventy  active  members.  Some  members  of 
the  Faculty  attend  our  meetings  regularly,  others  attend  occasionally,  and  nearly 
all  are  with  us  in  their  sympathy  and  support. 

T.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto : 

We  have  been  blessed  very  much  standing  at  the  saloon  doors  trying  to 
preach  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  doing  all  we  could  to  put  down  these  places. 
We  have  not  a  dance  house  in  the  city  of  Toronto. 

E.  P.  Woods,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  spoke  of  a  visit  to  the  AsBocia- 
tions  in  the  large  cities. 

W.  J.  Townsend,  Fulton,  N.  Y. : 

I  wish  to  heartUy  endorse  the  Philadelphia  plan  of  reaching  Strang*  fmmg 
men  by  the  nine  oVlock  evening  prayer  meeting.  We  follow  the  sama  plan 
and  the  work  has  been  blessed  by  Qod  unto  great  success. 

D.  B.  Ingalls,  Clinton,  Mass.  : 

Strive  to  put  in  each  place  and  work  of  our  Association  the  man  or  men  who 
feel  the  importance  of  carrying  out  that  particular  work.  In  Finance  and  Jither 
places,  we  take  men  willing  to  do  that  work,  and  the  work  is  done. 

J.  L.  Paul,  Dunbar,  Pa. : 

We  have  a  small  Association,  about  a  year  old,  with  a  membership  of  17. 
We  attended  the  State  Convention  last  fall,  and  a  brother  and  myself  deter-  - 
mined  to  go  home  to  erect  a  building  for  the  Association  ;  and  by  Qod'a  bless- 
ing we  have  that  building  up.  It  cost  $1,000,  and  our  Association  is  in  a  pros, 
perous  condition. 

G.  H.  Secor,  Albany,  N.  Y.  : 

On  the  1st  of  May  we  had  four  or  five  different  services  on  the  Sabbath,  in 
the  streets  and  at  the  Association ;  and  with  the  utmost  cordiality  we  are 
working  with  the  Churches. 
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A.  H.  Nelson,  New  Orleans : 

In  rieing  to  represent  Benjamin  in  this  great  brotherliood,  representing  the 
North,  South,  East  and  West,  I  hear  only  our  rallying  ciy  :  **  In  the  crops  of 
Christ  we  glory." 

R  H.  Browne,  New  Orleans : 

We  have  thousands  of  young  men,  like  all  sea  port  cities,  swimming  in  upon 
us.  We  expect  to  get  hold  of  these  young  men,  although  we  are  hardly  in 
existence  yet  as  an  organization,  and  throw  around  them  social  and  religious 
influences. 

D.  J.  Brooks,  Salem,  Mass.  : 

We  have  boys'  prayer  meeting.  175  boys,  between  the  ages  of  10  and  15, 
meet  together  once  a  week  in  the  Association  room,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
older  ones  lead.  Some  25  boys  have  been  converted  to  Christ,  and  are  now 
laboring  in  the  Churches.  Several  years  ago  our  Association  was  so  low  that 
we  gave  up  our  room.  I  say  this  for  the  encouragement  of  <leclllfltag  Associa- 
tiona 

William  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. : 

We  have  had  lectures  by  scientists  in  our  Assodation,  as  a  means  of  com 
batting  infidelity  in  its  new  phases— materiaUsm  and  spiritualism.  We  have 
added  class  instruction,  music  and  commercial  penmanship,  etc. 

J.  J.  Maple,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  : 

I  represent  a  College  Association ;  have  1,000  to  1,200  students  to  work 
among ;  at  present  have  125  active  members.  Young  men  on  the  other  side, 
opposing  Association  work,  have  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  becomo  active  members ;  and  we  have  special  evidence  of  the  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  our  work. 

C,  E,  Kingsbury,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. : 

We  expect  in  the  course  of  two  years  our  building,  costing  170,000,  will  be 
finished. 

W.  R  Davenport,  Erie,  Pa. : 

We  have  used  in  our  Association  work  the  "  Silent  Tract  Distributor,"  in- 
vented by  one  of  our  members,  to  be  placed  in  hotels  and  barber  shops,  rail- 
ways, coaches,  depots,  etc.  We  have  distributed  28,000  of  these  Dublin  tracts 
in  this  way  during  the  past  year. 

L.  P.  Eowland,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass.  : 

Last  year  I  opposed  that ;  this  year  I  am  ready  to  go  for  it. 

A.  C.  O'Hear,  Howard  University : 

In  our  college  we  have  about  42  members,  and  every  member  I  think  is  a 
Sunday  School  Teacher.  On  Friday  evening  we  have  prayer  meeting ;  one 
in  the  City  Hospital,  the  Freedmen's  Hospital ;  also  our  Wednesday  evening 
prayer  meeting  is  very  largely  attended  by  the  students. 

J.  M.  Moody,  Franklin,  Pa.,  spoke  of  prison  work. 
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Mr.  McCord,  Easton,  Pa. : 

We  have  got  the  STmpattiy  of  the  oommunity  more  through  this  jail  work 
than  in  anythingf  we  hare  done.  We  work  with  the  Churches,  which  brings 
them  up  to  the  mark.  What  they  would  not  do  for  the  love  of  Christ,  they  do 
out  of  generous  emulation. 

J.  F.  Button,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  spoke  also  in  reference  to 
tlie  Association  at  Ann  Arbor. 

H.  L.  Harrison,  East  Saginaw,  Mick,  spoke  also  upon  the  jail 
work,  and  also  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  society  and  its 
Sunday  Schools. 

W.  D.  Messman,  Scranton,  Pa. : 

We  show  young  men  that  we  care  for  them,  and  when  they  come  to  our 
rooms  take  them  by  the  hand,  etc.  We  try  to  keep  them  out  of  saloons  by 
closing  them  up.  We  have  closed  them  in  the  8th  Ward  of  the  city.  The 
ofBcers  did  nothing  towards  it,  but  we  as  Christians  did,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  until  the  officers  do  their  work.  We  took  it  to  Court,  and  were  success- 
ful. We  want  to  have  our  ladies  at  work.  They  are  working  members.  We 
divide  up  our  city,  and  give  them  houses  to  go  to,  where  poor  fellows  and  poor 
girls  have  not  received  Christian  friendship  before. 

Wm.  Frew,  Pittsburg : 

I  am  not  favorable  to  recommending  a  general  plan  of  operations,  because 
wherever  you  are,  there  is  something  peculiar  to  your  location.  I  would  say, 
in  the  words  of  Scripture,  "  Whatever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all 
thy  might." 

H-  P.  Adams,  Dayton,  O. : 

We  raised  $5,000  last  year ;  employ  an  assistant  to  give  his  entire  time  to 
this  work ;  carry  on  mission  work.  Sabbath  Schools,  and  have  in  process  of 
erection  two  mission  houses. 

A.  B.  ChaflFee,  Saratoga,  N.  Y. : 

To-day  Saratoga  stands  firm  in  regard  to  every  house  of  gambling  and  pros- 
titution.  We  have  them  all  indicted.  We  are  doing  a  great  work ;  have  thrown 
out  inducements  to  young  men  in  the  way  of  reading-rooms,  etc.,  during  the 
past  year. 

The  time  for  recess  being  at  hand,  after  Benediction  by  the 
Eev.  M.  B.  Parsons,  of  Boston,  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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SATURDAY.— 1.30  P.  M. 

The  Convention  re-assembled,  and  after  singing 
"  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds/' 
prayer  was  oflFered  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Hubbard,  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  Westerly,  R  L     Singing 

"  How  Sweet  the  Name  of  Jesus  Sounds."  » 

The  regular  order  of  business.  Consideration  of  Practical 
Questions,  was  then  proceeded  with. 

Question  Drawer. 

Quesiion.—'Row  shall  the  Bubinsbs  IMeetings  of  our  Associations 
BE  Conducted  so  as  to  Secure  the  Attendance  and  Interest  of  our 
Membership? 

Annoer,  requested  from  A.  R.  Foote.  St.  Louis.— Oar  manner  of  conducting 
our  meetings  is  to  transact  our  business  in  Executive  Committee.  We  caU  the 
Committee ;  give  as  man7  days*  notice  as  possible,  always  stating  precisely  what 
we  want  to  do ;  then  we  do  it.  Our  Committee  is  made  up  of  business  men 
who  have  not  much  time  to  waste  on  trifling  subjects,  and  we  never  call  them 
except  for  things  that  are  of  importance.  The  result  of  this  has  been  that  our 
Executive  Board  meetings  are  always  full  and  interesting,  and  the  business 
we  want  transacted  is  done  promptly.  I  may  say  we  found  that  the  transaction 
of  business  by  a  large  board,  in  monthly  meetings,  was  exceedingly  dull  and 
uninteresting,  and  had  a  tendency  to  keep  people  away. 

Question. — Does  the  Association  Confirm  the  Business  done  by  the 

EXECUTITE    COMMFTTEE,    OR    DOES    THE     EXECUTIVE     COMMrfTEE    DO    THE 

Business,  and  the  Association  hate  no  Voice  in  the  Matter? 

Annoer. — The  Executive  Committee  do  the  business  of  the  Association.  We 
have  two  Boards,  the  Advisory  and  the  Executive  Boards.  The  Executive 
Board  is  composed  of  fifteen  members,  who  are  elected  by  the  Association  for 
one  year. 

Quotum  by  R.  R.  McBurney.— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Gen- 
tleman about  THft  Work  of  the  Committees  of  the  Association  ;  for 
Instance,  the  Committees  on  Devotional  Meetings,  Churches,  and 
Visitation  of  the  Sick.  Do  they  Report  to  the  Monthly  Meetings 
of  the  Work  Done? 

Annoer, — The  Standing  Committees  of  the  Assodation  report  to  the 
Executive  Board,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  keeps  a  minute  of  all 
these  reports,  and  reads  them  on  the  call  of  any  member  of  the  Association. 

QuestUm.—W RAT  18  the  Basis  of  the  Representation  in  the  Execu- 
tive Board? 

Answer. — We  have  one  member  from  each  church.  Not  from  each  denomi- 
nation, but  from  each  church.  The  member  is  nominated  by  the  Clergyman 
of  the  church,  and  confirmed  by  the  Association. 

Questum.—  ^  THAT  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ASSOCL^TION  HAVE  NO  HaND 

Whatever  in  Selecting  the  Board? 

Answer . — Any  member  of  the  Association  has  the  right  to  nominate,  but  we 
first  ask  the  Pastor  to  nominate  or  recommend  some  one.  We  do  not  feel 
bound  to  act  upon  the  nomination  by  the  Pastor.  We  have  never  had  any 
difficulty  with  the  plan  since  it  was  organized,  this  spring. 
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Queition.—W RAT  is  the  Charactbb  of  your  Monthly  Meetings f 

Anstoer. — Our  Monthly  Meetinf^  are  attended  by  people,  on  the  invitation 
of  members — a  general  invitation.  The  exercises  consist  of  reli^ous  and  de- 
votional services.  Addresses  are  given  by  members  of  the  Association,  and 
sometimes  we  have  a  musical  entertainment.  The  Executive  Board  decide  the 
character  of  the  Monthly  Meetings,  from  one  month  to  another. 

Quegti<m.—l8  the  Action  op  your  Committee  on  Business  Matters 
Final,  or  do  they  Report  to  the  Association,  Givmo  the  Association 
THE  Opportunity  to  Reverse  any  Action  you  Take? 

Answer. — The  action  of  the  Executive  Board  is  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Association.  On  the  complaint  of  a  member  any  action  of  the  Board  can  be 
brought  before  the  Association.  Five  constitute  a  quorum,  and  we  never  fail 
to  have  a  quorum.  Our  plan  is  to  make  our  Monthly  Meetings  as  interesting 
as  possible. 

Question.^Uow  do  you  Get  your  Committees  to  Work? 

Afistoer,  requested  from  R.  R,  McBumey. — By  giving  them  a  good  deal  to 
do,  and  explaining  to  them  how  to  do  it. 

Question.— Row  are  State  Crusades  Conducted,  and  with  what 
Results  ? 

Answered  by  E.  A.  Bumell. — At  the  Convention  laM  fall,  of  the  Associations 
of  Ohio,  it  was  determined  to  have  a  two  months'  campaign.  The  brethren 
took  hold  of  it  earnestly  and  kept  it  up;  some  from  Cleveland,  and  some  from 
Cincinnati.  In  60  days  we  visited  86  towns,  preaching  to  1,500  people  or  more 
at  each  town.  Eleven  different  persons  went  to  nine  different  places.  We 
went  in  parties  of  three  persons  to  each  place  visited — so  there  were  70  or  80 
different  workers  personally  interested  in  the  campaign.  We  had  open  air 
services  and  all  kinds  of  work  in  each  place.  In  Ohio  we  were  welcomed  by 
the  ministers  with  gladness,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  and  these  were  just 
enough  to  give  spice,  and  stir,  and  make  us  look  up.  We  made  a  flying  visit 
through  Pennsylvania,  with  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree.  We  visited  in  26  days,  16  places, 
some  of  them  small  towns,  and  I  never  was  more  cheered  than  at  some  of  these 
last-named  places.  The  small  towns  are  doing  the  best  work.  We  visited  and 
preached  to  over  30,000  or  40,000  people.  Two  towns  raised  $500  each  for 
building  halls.  Another  result  has  been  manifest  in  the  wonderful  intensify- 
ing of  religious  interest  in  individuals. 

Question.— Row  does  the  Dayton  (Ohio)  Association  Conduct  Rail- 
road Sabbath  Schools? 

Answered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Van  Horn. — This  Railroad  Mission  School  is  con- 
ducted in  passenger  cars,  switched  off  on  side  tracks,  and  furnished  by  one  of 
the  railroads  centering  in  our  city.  Two  or  three  cars  are  run  alongside  of 
each  other,  and  the  children  can  sing  and  be  he&rd  through  them  alL  The 
way  the  cars  are  filled  up  Is  by  persons  going  out  and  inviting  the  boys  of  the 
streets  to  come  in.  We  call  it  the  Railroad  Sunday-School.  The  children  are 
able  to  sing  in  concert,  because  of  the  ccntiguity  of  the  coaches.  The  meetings 
are  held  one  hour.  The  singing  is  very  spirited  and  is  conducted  by  persons  in 
each  car.  It  has  been  very  successful,  and  soon  we  hope  to  build  a  mission- 
house  near  the  railroad. 

Q^estion.— How  shall  we  Enlist  the  Heartfelt  Sympathy  of 
OUR  Pastors? 

Answered  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons. — That  question  is  a  very  important 
one,  I  think.  I  believe  that  the  pastors  can  be  interested  in  the  Christian  As- 
sociations.   I  don't  believe  that  there  is  one  Association  in  this  country,  or  in 
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the  Provinces,  that  has  not  the  power  to  go  to  the  minister  or  pastor  of  the 
church,  and  show  them  the  work  and  enlist  them  in  it  in  some  way  as  co- 
workers. Work  heartily !  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  utterance,  that  they 
oppose  the  Association,  and  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  I  think  it 
results  because  they  have  not  been  approached  in  the  right  way.  In  general, 
every  Christian  minister,  if  he  loves  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ,  must  love  to  as- 
sist every  working  Christian  Association.  I  believe  that  will  be  demonstrated 
by  the  brethren  present.  I  have  always  loved  the  organization,  although  un- 
able to  be  in  at  their  meetings  for  months  through  other  duties.  But  I  always 
say,  God-speed  to  the  Association. 

Question. — How  dobs  the  CiNon^NATi  Association  pREssirr  its  Work 
TO  THB  Public? 

Answered  by  H.  Thane  Miller. — We  try  to  present  it,  in  the  first  place,  by 
what  we  do.  In  the  next  place,  to  those  who  can  read  or  hear  of  it.  The 
clergymen  or  pastors  in  the  churches,  on  every  succeeding  Sunday  night,  invite 
a  deputation  from  the  Association  to  come  and  speak  of  that  work  as  they  would 
speak  of  the  Sunday  School  or  the  Tract  Society.  The  result  has  been,  in  one 
instance,  where  Mr.  Fisher  presented  the  argument  for  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations,  at  the  close  a  gentleman  said  he  would  gi^e  $500 ;  another 
wealthy  man  said  he  knew  a  man  who  would  give  a  thousand,  and  he  had 
every  faith  he  would  give  |3,000. 

Question.  — YLow  does  Mr.  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  manage 
THE  Employment  Committee  of  his  Association  ? 

Answered  by  Mr.  Wanamaker. — I  appoint  a  conmiittee,  have  a  room  open  in 
the  Association ;  the  young  men  apply  and  have  their  names  entered.  Under 
the  old  arrangement,  the  young  men  who  applied  went  around  saying  the 
Association  was  a  humbug,  and  did  nothing  for  them ;  and  we  found  we  must 
change  that  plan.  We  rented  two  rooms,  and  put  in  them  earnest  Christian 
men.  The  superintendent  of  the  employment  bureau  advertised;  he  staid 
there  two  hours  every  day,  to  let  the  young  men  put  their  names  down  ;  then 
started  out,  went  to  the  machine  shops  and  stores,  to  the  friends  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Some  made  places  for  them  to  start  the  work.  Since  the  first  of  the 
year  we  have  secured  situations  in  this  way  for  575  young  men.  I 
would  say  it  is  not  an  intelligence  office.  Some  objections  have  been  made  that 
we  just  get  the  people  to  run  around  for  worthless  men  who  cannot  get  situa- 
tions for  themselves.  These  two  rooms  assort  them  ;  the  worthless  fellows  get 
together ;  they  find  there  is  not  much  hope  for  them,  and  once  in  a  while  we 
get  an  order  f^om  some  director  for  a  number  of  laborers,  and  ship  the  whole 
lot  of  them.  In  the  other  room  the  young  men  are ;  these  are  the  boys 
•we  are  after,  the  poor  young  men  and  the  strangers 

Qu^estUm.—Hovr  shall  out-door  Meetings  be  condxtcted  so  as  to 
beach  the  best  Results? 

Answered  by  K.  A.  Bumell. — Open  with  a  quotation  from  God's  word.  It 
seems  to  me  men  ought  to  feel  very  much  at  home ;  ought  to  take  it  in  a  veiy 
natural  way,  not  in  an  exhortatory  way.  I  think  piling  on  the  exhortations  in 
the  open  air  is  unfortunate.  They  want  something  true  to  life.  We  have  men 
in  Central  Illinois  who,  in  this  open  air  preaching,  display  wonderful  common 
sense ;  beginning  in  a  conversational  tone,  and  then  when  they  come  down  from 
the  box  mingling  among  the  people,  and  taking  them  by  the  hand.  I  make  a 
specialty  of  some  man.  It  is  this  carrying  out  of  individual  work  which  I 
know  Qod^s  blessing  has  rested  upon.  The  man  who  has  got  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  must  open  his  month  and  sound  out  the  Gospel,  so  as  to  be  heard 
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distinctly.    Many  of  our  speakers  fail  right  there.    Talk  not  long  on  one  sub- 
ject, not  more  than  three  or  five  minutes,  with  plenty  of  illustrations. 

Quutian, — Would  you  recommbnd  a  similar  campaign  in  Michi- 
gan AS  WAS  CONDUCTED  IN  OHIO  AND  PENNSYLVANIA,  AND  HOW  SHALL  IT 
BE  INAUGURATED? 

Aiuto&r,—In  the  first  place.  Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby  and  a  few  of  yon  should  get 
together ;  then  come  to  feel  this  thing  must  be  done.  Then  pray  for  fiiith  not 
to  1>e  diverted  from  your  purpose.  As  to  Michigan,  it  ought  to  have  had  it 
before.    I  believe  every  State  represented  on  this  floor  ought  to  have  it. 

Question, — Dm  you  establish  many  new  Associations  in  Ohio  ? 

Jmtoer  — Several  Associations,  in  consequence  of  our  work.  Our  design  was 
to  go  where  there  were  Associations,  in  order  to  revive  them,  and  to  establish 
new  ones  particularly. 

QttesHan. — Associations  started  in  this  way,  how  do  you  think  thby 

WILL  hold  out  after  THE  EXCTTEMBNT  IS  OVER  ? 

Anste&r. — I  have  heard  of  three  or  four  doing  well.  We  aim  to  keep  away 
from  excitement  as  much  as  possible.  This  thing  can  be  carried  forward  with- 
out excitement.  We  would  give  notice  beforehand.  We  ought  to  have  posters 
and  advertisements  in  the  newspapers,  and  more  preparation.  Each  place 
should  pay  their  quota  of  the  expenses. 

Question. — When  would  you  strike  out  the  names  op  unfaith' 
vxjij  members,  and  how  would  you  proce^  so  as  to  glorify  God. 
and  save  the  most  souls? 

Anstoer  by  E.  A.  Burnell. — I  think  we  are  not  frank  enough  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  We  are  not  churches.  We  have  no  discipline  of  that 
sort.  When  there  is  a  man  in  our  Association  who  misrepresents  the  blessed 
cause  we  love,  I  think  we  ought  to  say  so  to  him.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  do 
It.  I  have  been  pained  in  my  travels  very  much  to  find  men  who  seemed  to 
make  a  great  display  on  some  occasions,  but  who  unfortunately  misrepresented 
our  work. 

A  DELEGATE  WANTS  TO  KNOW  WHAT  FLAN  PRESIDENT  WaNAMAKER 
thinks  most  efficient  for  making  live,  WILLING  WORKERS  OUT  OF  NOMI- 
NALLY BUT  NOT  PRACTICALLY  ACTIVE  MEMBERS? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Wanamaker. — Get  them  to  give  something ;  make  them  do 
something.  Put  them  in  a  committee  with  warm-hearted  workers.  Tell  them 
what  you  do  it  for,  and  make  the  place  red-hot  for  them.  They  i^ill  get  so 
uncomfortable  that  they  will  turn  round  and  take  a  new  track.  If  this  fails  be 
sure  and  bring  them  to  the  Convention. 

Question, — The  best  way  to  get  an  Association  Building  ? 

Answer  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  Indianapolis. — I  think  the  very  best  foun- 
dation is  to  do  some  good  Christian  work  before  we  attempt  to  get  a  building 
We  can  do  that  without  a  building,  and  when  we  have  done  this  and  done  it 
effectually,  the  people  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  we  are  will  be  ready  to 
help  us.  Then  when  we  have  the  good  feeling  of  our  people,  go  to  work  and 
raise  subscriptions.  Have  it  understood  that  every  dollar  that  goes  into  the 
building  belongs  to  the  Association  ;  that  the  Association  shall  control  it,  and 
shall  reap  the  benefits  from  it,  that  it  shall  be  in  every  sense  an  Association 
building.  And  only  by  earnest,  faithful  effort,  continued  day  by  day,  week  by 
week,  and  month  by  month,  can  this  be  acoomplidied,  with  the  earnest 
prayers  of  the  faithful  workers  of  the  Association.  This  is  our  exp^ence  in 
Indianapolis. 
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Que8tian,'-'Row  to  conduct  Cottage  PratebMbetimgs ? 

Answer  by  C.  E  Kingfsburj,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. — We  have  held  cottage 
prayer-meeting  for  a  long  time.  Oar  method  has  been  to  select  some  member 
of  our  Association  to  take  charge  of  these  meetings,  and  take  along  some  three 
or  four  of  the  members  of  the  Association  for  assistants.  We  give  the  notice 
daring  the  day  in  some  neighborhood,  and  the  people  are  invited  oat.  Then 
the  brother  takes  charge  of  the  meeting  in  the  ordinary  mode  adopted  in 
prayeinpieetings,  reading  a  chapter,  and  calling  on  the  brothers  to  pray. 

Answered  also  by  L.  Gaetz,  of  Nova  Scotia — One  word  as  to  cottage  prayer- 
meetings.  They  are  glorious  institutions  with  us.  Organized  ever  since  the 
Association  was  commenced,  and  conducted  by  a  special  committee  on  cottage 
prayer-meetings,  and  that  committee  selecting  the  locality  where  the  meeting 
is  to  be  held.  In  a  town  of  5,000  people,  five  cottage  meetings  are  held  every 
week.  It  has  been  a  blessed  work  with  us,  and  the  means  of  bringing  many 
souls  to  Christ.    Every  Association  ought  to  conduct  them. 

The  Committee  on  Associations,  reported  as  follows :  which 
was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Associations  beg  to  report :  That  with  reference  to  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  J.  V.  Osterhout,  Webster,  Mass.,  respecting  public  meet- 
ings of  the  Associations  to  hear  reports  from  delegates  to  this  Convention,  they 
believe  such  meetings  highly  desirable,  and  that  it  is  the  almost  universal  cus- 
tom to  hold  them. 

That  the  first  clause  of  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Payne,  of  Illinois,  respect- 
ing State  Conventions,  is  already  covered  by  action  of  Portland  Convention. 
In  reference  to  the  latter  clause,  suggesting  that  they  be  held  in  connection 
with  State  Sabbath  School  Associations,  your  Committee  consider  that  while  in 
some  instances  such  an  arrangement  might  be  desirable,  they  would  suggest 
that  the  question  be  left  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittees. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution, 
offered  by  S.  E.  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass. 

Wh^eas,  Great  good  has  attended  systematic  organization  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  Associations  in  several  of  the  States,  where  State 
Central  Committees  have  been  appointed,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  heartily  endorses  such  measures,  and  con- 
siders them  a  sign  of  advancement  in  the  prosecution  of  our  noble  work. 

Besohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Associations  represented 
in  this  Convention,  that  they  take  some  measures  previous  to  the  adjournment 
of  this  body,  for  the  appointing  State  Executive  Committees  in  every  State 
where  such  Committees  do  not  now  exist. 

J.  S.  Maclean,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  reported  as  follows  : 

In  regard  to  the  fifth  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  Committee  offers  the  following  resolution  : 

Besdved,  That  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  International  Conventions 
shall  be  as  follows:  Two  delegates  from  each  Association  of  one  hundred 
members,  or  less,  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each  additional  one  hundred 
members ;  but  no  Association  shall  be  allowed  more  than  fifteen  delegates ; 
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the  election  of  delegates  to  be  governed  in  all  respects  by  tbe  rules  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  International  Conventions. 

Mr.  East,  Philadelphia,  moved  that  this  resolution  relating  to 
representation  be  adopted. 

A.  J.  Chase,  Portland,  Me.,  moved  to  amend  by  allowing  two 
members  to  each  Association  having  one  hundred  members,  and 
one  more  for  each  hundred  or  fraction  of  the  same  over  fifty.  Lost 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Boston,  moved  to  amend  by  reducing  the 
maximum  number  to  ten  instead  of  fifteen.     Carried- 

A.  J.  Chase,  Portland,  Me.,  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table. 

The  Convention,  before  considering  this  motion,  engaged  in 

singing 

"  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name/' 

and  prayer  for  guidance  upon  the  matter  was  offered  by  R  R. 
McBurney  and  H.  Thane  Miller,  after  which  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  lost  unanimously,  and  motion  to  adopt  carried. 

In  regard  to  the  sixth  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  also  the  resolution  submitted  on  the  subject,  the 
Committee  recommend  that  the  International  Conventions  remain 
Annual  Conventions  as  at  present. 

G.  W.  Keys,  Olivet,  Mich.,  moved  to  adopt  this  resolution 
relating  to  Annual  Sessions. 

Mr.  Frew,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  moved  to  amend  by  making  the 
sessions  bienniaL     Lost 

Motion  to  adopt  carried 

Retohed,  That  we  recommend  for  use  among  the  Associations  the  Life  Mem- 
bership  Certificates  prepared  by  the  Executive  Committee  under  the  instructions 
of  the  Portland  Convention,  and  approved  by  the  Indianapolis  Convention. 

G.  K  Lovejoy,  Lowell,  Mass.,  moved  its  adoption.     Carried. 

Besolvedf  That  no  Association  be  placed  ujM  the  rolls  prepared  for  future 
Conventions,  by  the  Executive  Committee,  unless  the  Executive  Committee  have 
been  previously  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  such  Association, 
and  the  number  of  its  members  of  each  class. 

Adopted. 

Besolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  circular 
for  the  information  and  direction  of  Corresponding  Members. 
Adopted 
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RsBoleed,  That  the  ase  of  the  hymn  book,  "  Songs  of  Devotions/*  is  earaestljr 
recommended  to  the  Associations ;  but,  as  the  price  is  a  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  its  general  adoption,  we  beg  to  suggest  to  the  publishers  the  propriety 
of  issuing  a  cheaper  edition. 

Adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Membenf  be  instructed  to  arrange  for  and 
hold  Conventions  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  their  respective 
States,  Territories,  Districts,  and  Provinces,  and  that  they  make  every  exertion 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  young  dien  from  places  where  there  are  no  Asso- 
ciations. And  this  Convention  urges  upon  the  Corresponding  Members  the 
duty  and  great  importance  of  a  frequent  and  regular  correspondence  with  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Adopted. 

Beecived,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the  gentlemen 
who,  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  have  prepared  and  read  papers 
upon  the  topics  selected  for  discussion,  for  the  kind  and  able  manner  in  which 
they  have  peiformed  these  services. 

And  that  copies  of  their  papers  be  requested,  and  that  the  publication  of  the 
whole  or  parts  of  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Adopted. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  election  of  the  following  as 
Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  re- 
spective States,  Districts,  Territories  and  Provinces  : 

Quebec 

Ontario W.  J.  McCALLA,  8t,  Catkerinea. 

Nova  Scotia JAMES  FARQUHAR,  Halifax. 

New  Brunswick WILLIAM  WELCH,  .SiC.  «/<?Am. 

Prince  Edward^s  Island JAMES  ERASER,  CharloUetoton. 

Maine HENRY  H.  BUROES^,  Portland, 

New  Hampshire J.  P.  NEWELL,  Manchester. 

Vermont ; L.  W.  HAWLEY,  BraUleboro, 

Massachusetts L.  P.  ROWLA^iD,  Boston, 

Rhode  Island EDWIN  R.  HOLDEN,  Providmee. 

Connecticut HENRY  S.  STIRLING,  Bridgeport,       . 

New.York   J ORN  I,  FL ATT,  Poughkeepsie. 

New  Jersey CHARLES  B.  MORRIS,  Montclair. 

Pennsylvania C.  C.  SHIRK,  Erie, 

Maryland J.  G.  BERGEN,  Bidtimore, 

District  of  Columbia ^ GEORGE  A.  HALL,  Washington, 

Western  Virginia ALVORADO  F.  GIBBONS,  Charlestown, 

South  Carolina V.  C.  DIBBLE,  Charleston, 

North  Carolina 

Kentucky JOHN  L.  WHEAT,  Louisville. 

Georgia 

Ohio B.,  F,  LLOYD,  Cindnnati, 

Indiana M.  R.  BARNARD,  Indianapolis, 

minois D.  J.  PIKE,  Aurora. 

Missouri 


Ill 

Micygan PRANK  D.  TAYLOR,  DetroU, 

WiBconain GEORGE  S.  MARSH,  Whitewater. 

Nebraska .... 

Iowa 

California 

Minne«oU W.  0.  HISKEY,  Mintuapolit. 

Kansas     

Mississippi 

Tennessee LEWIS  GODFREY,  QreenviUe. 

Louisiana A.  H.  NELSON,  New  Orleans. 

VirginU H.  W.  BEADLE.  Alexandria. 

Alabama 

Florida 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  ExeeutiTe  Committee  b« 
permitted  to  receive,  at  the  close  of  this  session,  from  the  delegations  from 
States,  districts,  territories  and  provinces  for  which  Corresponding  Members 
have  not  been  appointed,  nominations  for  such  Corresponding  Members,  and, 
in  their  discretion,  recommend  them  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  appoint- 
ment ;  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  among 
the  Corresponding  Members. 

Adopted 

Beeolved,  That,  in  future,  the  names  of  persons  to  act  as  Corresponding 
Members  be  designated,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  State  Conventions  respect- 
ively, and  that  the  Executive  Committee  communicate  with  each  Correspond- 
ing Member  for  the  present  year,  calling  attention  to  this  resolution. 

Adopted. 

Besolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee  be 
approved  and  audited,  and  printed  with  the  report  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

Adopted. 

Besolffed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  prepare  and  publish  a  report  of  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Convention,  including  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Adopted. 

Beeohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  International  Convention  of  1872,  at  the  city  of  ,  State  of 

,  at  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  them  after  consul 
tation  with  the  Convention  in  that  city. 

On  motion,  the  blank  in  resolution,  in  reference  to  next  Con- 
vention, was  filled  by  inserting  Lowell,  Mass.  The  resolution 
was  then  adopted. 

The  Committee  oh  Eesolutions  reported  that  resolutions  have 
been  received  upon  the  following  subjects,  upon  which  they  re- 
commend the  following  action : 


112 

I. — Relating  to  Profanity,  Recommended  with  modification.  As  modified 
it  reads  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prevalence  of  profanity  in  our  land  is  a  terrible  evil,  and 
Christian  men  and  women  are  earnestly  entreated  to  make  all  their  speech  pare 
and  free  from  even  the  appearance  of  evil. 

II. — Relating  to  Applause  in  the  Associations.  Recommended  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  adopt  it.  All  applause  is  technically  disorder ;  and  whether  it  should 
be  permitted  at  all,  as  well  as  the  time  and  character  of  it,  should,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee,  be  left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  Association  and  the 
wise  discretion  of  the  presiding  officer.  A  similar  resolution,  presented  at  the 
Indianapolis  Convention,  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  a  large  minority. 

III. — Resolutions  upon  the  coK)peration  of  the  Associations  with  Evangelical 
Churches,  upon  labor  among  the  colored  race,  upon  endorsing  the  Indian  policy 
of  the  Administration,  upon  the  introduction  of  political  subjects  at  National 
Conventions,  upon  temperance,  and  upon  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of 
lessons  for  Sabbath  Schools,  are  reported  back,  with  the  recommendation  that 
it  is  not  expedient  to  adopt  them  in  their  present  form. 

As  to  the  resolution  relating  to  cooperation  with  Evangelical  Churches, 
attention  is  called  to  the  resolutions  upon  this  subject  adopted  at  Portland, 
which  we  recommend  be  reaffirmed. 

As  to  the  resolutions  relating  to  temperance,  attention  is  called  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Portland  Convention  upon  this  subject,  which  we  recommend 
be  reaffirmed. 

As  to  the  resolution  ofiered  relating  to  colored  young  men,  attention  is  called 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Portland  Convention  on  this  subject. 

In  lieu  of  these  resolutions  the  following  resolution  is  submitted 

for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  are  organized  specially  to 
labor  for  and  among  young  men ;  that  they  constitute  a  Union  Board  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  charged  with  the  performance  of  a  specific  duty  ;  that  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  work,  the  Associations,  as  such,  have  no  politics,  and  know 
no  distinctions  among  men  except  between  those  who  love  Christ  and  those  who 
love  Him  not ;  and  that  it  does  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of  their  duties  to  take 
part  in  any  controversy,  or  to  make  official  deliverance  upon  any  topic,  however 
commendable  in  itself,  or  however  it  may  appeal  to  the  Christian  or  humani- 
tarian sympathies  ot  individuals,  which  does  not  relate  directly  to  the  work  of 
evangelization  among  young  men  by  the  agencies  appropriate  to  their  own 
organization. 

The  Eeport  as  read  was  adopted. 

R  R  McBurney  moved  that  at  quarter  to  four  o'clock  the 
business  session  close,  and  that  we  spend  the  time  in  devotional 
exercises,  and  that  the  Secretary  read  the  minutes  now  after  the 
business. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  following,  \\hich 
was  adopted : 
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The  Committee  to  which  was  assigned  the  duty  of  examining 
the  credentials  of  the  Delegates  and  the  Corresponding  Members, 
and  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  same,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 

LIST  OF  DELEQ-ATES. 


STOKBS.  JAMKS.  Jr. 
WXTHORB.  B£NJ.  G. 


EXBCUnVB  COMMITTIB. 

Xno-Tork  Oitv, 
I     HUTCHINS.  EDOAK  A, 
I     licBURNBY»  HOBERT  R. 

COSRISPONDIKO  If  PMBRR*  Or  THX  BXBCUTIVR  COMIHTTBB. 


HORSE.  YEBBAKUS* 


WILLIAM  ANDERSOX  Toronto.  OnUrio. 
JAMBS  PARQirUAR,  Hallfauc,  N.  8 
JOHN  I   PLATT,  Poiigbkeepsie  N  Y. 
WILLfAM  J.  CARLTOX.  BliMbeth,  N.J. 
EDWIN  R.  HOLDBN.  ProTidtmoe.  B.  L 
D.  W.  GLASS  Baltimore,  Hd. 


OEORQE  A  HALL,  Waabington.  D.  C. 
L.  P.  ROWLAND.  Jr .  Boatoo,  Maas. 
H.  R.  BARNARD.  lodlaoapolia.  Indiana. 
H.  J.  COWLBtt.  Madiaou.  Wis. 
T.  K.  CBEB,  PitUborg,  Pa. 


KNGLAND. 

London 
HODDEB.  MATTHEW. 

BBIT.  PROTINCIM. 

CAM  ADA  BAST. 

Montrml 
BISHOP,  GEO.. 
BENTLET,  DAVID., 
CRAIG,  THOMAS, 
CLAXTON,  JAMES  T., 
GUSHING.  CHARLES, 
COURT,  W.  B., 
DOUGLAS.  GEO., 
SANDHAM,  ALP.. 

Queboe. 
THOMSON,  JNO.  C. 

CANADA  WBST. 

Toronto 
ADAMS,  JNO.. 
BRIGGS.  &  R., 
CRAIG,  T   D., 
FINCH.  CHAsi  8., 
JOSBLYN.  CUAS., 
MOKSE.  GEO.  a, 
WEBB.  THOMAS, 
WILKtE.  THOS.  J. 

OHTABIO. 

HamOUm. 
JAMES.  W.  B.. 
MACKELCAN.  H.  A., 
THOMAS.  SHERIFF, 
YOUNG.  GKO.  A. 

Pari*, 
MOBBOW,  M. 

PortHop€. 
CBAIG,  Jr.,  WM. 

St.  Oathorinsi, 
BEADLB,  D.  W., 
COPELAND,  W.  L , 
McCALLA,  W.  J. 

BIBW  BRUlfSWICK. 

St-John. 
B0T8F0RD.  L.  B., 
FOSTBB.  EDWIN  C. 
DE  MATTOS,  J.  C, 
8TEWABT,  JOHN. 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Antigoniih. 
BECK.  W.  J., 
KING,  T.  M. 

QUmlg. 
PITBLADO,  C.  B. 

HaHfaat. 

McLean,  jno  , 
macintosh, . i.  c. 
montgomery.  w.  m., 

McBEAN,  ALEX. 

Pieto%i, 
GAETZ,  L. 

Truro. 
BLAIB,  JAMBS  K., 
BAIBD,  ISAAC. 

Windior. 
CUBRT,  EDWARD, 
GABVIE,  A.  a 
NICOLSON,  A.  W. 

BIST.  •rCOLUBBIA. 

Woithuufton, 
CHOATE.  W., 
BURR   D.  A., 
FRBBMAN,  W.  A., 
HOWARD,  O.O., 
LLOYD.  CLINTON, 
BICHARDS.  Z.. 
BEATON,  D.  P., 
SMITH.  P.  H., 
STUART.  A.  T.. 
THOMAS,  J.  L., 
VAU(*HN.  F.  W.. 
WLNSLOW,  B.  F. 

Howard    VnivtrtUy^    {Wiuh- 

ingUm.) 
GRASTY.  ENOCH  H., 
STEWART,  T.  Mc, 
O'HEAR.  A.  C 

CALIFOBNIA. 

Potalwna. 
MATHEWS.  O.B. 

CONNBCTICUT. 

Bridgeport 
BOWDISH.  W.  W., 
BROWN,  W.  E. 
CARR,  DABNBY. 
8EBLYE.  B.  N., 
SHEBWOOD,  H.  C. 


BriatoL 
BOOT,  a  E. 

OoUkultr. 
BAKER.  A.  A., 
GILLETTE,  BUS8BLL. 

GoMktn, 
DOUBLEDAY,  W.  T., 
NORTON.  ED  WABD. 
8ANFORD,  A. 

Kont 
FULLEB,  B.  G. 

Moridon, 
BENHAM,  W.  E 

UHford, 
PLATT,  E.  B. 

Myttic. 
BAILEY,  G.S., 
FITCH.  J   A., 
HOLMES,  WM.  R, 

New  Haoon, 
HUBBRLL,  L  W., 
STORER,  H  . 
TANNER,  N.  A., 
UPSON.  C.  E., 
WHITTLESEY,  C.  B. 

yow  London, 
CALVEBT.  W.  »., 
MACRUADING,  C.  8., 
RICHARDS,  A., 
ROGERS.  W.  H. 

North  Stonington, 
BBOWN,  W.  P. 

PlanttvUU, 
AT  WATER,  O.  A., 
BONDE.J., 
BEMISS,  B.  W. 

Putnam. 
JOHNSON,  H., 
THOMAS.  J.  S. 

Waterbury. 
DAVIS,  L.  S. 

WintUd. 
BEABDSLY.  T  H., 
HOLMES.  BUFUS  W., 
SIMONSON,  W.  H. 


114 


VI<OR»A. 

JaektonvUU, 
MAWBEY.  C.  F. 

ILLINOIS. 

Attrora, 
HASKELL.  T.  N., 

pib:e,  D.  J., 

SATTKRLEE.  E.  S., 
YATES,  J.  F. 

Ohietigo. 
BURNELL,  T.  S., 
BURNBLL,  K.  A., 
DB  GOLYER.  W., 
ENSIGN.  F.G., 
EEAN.  S.  A., 
MYERS,  P., 
STONE.  ELLTAH. 

JtraeyvUUn 
POGUB,  WM.  H. 

Peoria. 
McIL7AINB,J.H. 

Pontiae, 
CULVER.  J.  F., 
McCONNBLL,  J.  S. 

INDIANA. 

Aurora. 
ROBERTSON,  D.  A., 
STEVENS,  C.  C. 

Fort  Wayiu. 
EVANST,  A.  S. 

OreencartU. 
KIMBALL,  G  W. 

Hanover, 
BANTA,  D.  B. 

Indianapolis, 
BRANDT,  J  B., 
ENOS.  T.  H.  K.. 
MORKOW,  W, 
RAY.  J.  W., 
WITT,  B.  F.. 
WOOLON,  TV.  a 

LaFayetU. 
MOORE.  SAMUEL, 
MOORE.  R.  D., 
WALLACE,  J.  P. 

IOWA. 

Davenport 
WHITE.  J.  H. 

KBNTI70KY. 

Oooinaton, 
LINDSAY,  e.  K., 
REEVES,  A.  B. 

LOUISIANA. 

iVtfw  CrUam, 
BROWNE,  R.  H., 
BRODHRAD,  A.  W. 
KELSON,  A.  H. 

nrAiNB. 

Aiibum, 
DAVIS  W.  L., 
HASKELL.  C.  C, 
HANSCOM,  R.  W., 
JACKSON,  A.  M. 

Bath, 
GOSR.  G.  O.. 
WINSLOW.A. 


Biddiford. 
COWAN,  E.  L.. 
POND,  DANIEL, 
TOWLE,  P.  M. 

BruMtoiek. 
WEEMAN.J.P. 

Gardiner. 
AYER,  J.  C, 
ANDREWS,  J.  A., 
BRIDGE,  C. 

Gorham. 
EMERY,  GEORGE  B., 
JACKSON,  E.  W. 

SaUowett. 
CRANE.  A.  R, 
MORSE,  A.  F., 
NYE.J.E., 
ROWELL,  E. 

Letoiston. 
DOUGLAS.  O.  G , 
DINGLBY,  Jr.,  N., 
PILLSBURY,  G.  H., 
RICHARDSON,  J.  G. 

Portland. 
CHASE,  A.  J., 
HASELTEIN.  J.  E., 
McKINNEY,  F.  W., 
HOBBS.  W.  H , 
RUSSELL,  J. 

Wattrome. 
DRUMMOND,  E.  R. 

Winthrop. 
BAILEY,  C.  M. 

.HARYLAND. 

Baltitnore, 
BERGAN,  J.  G., 
BERG  AN,  C.  H., 
BOLGIANO,  J.. 
CURRY.  WM.  H, 
DANIEL.  WM., 
GROOMS,  C.  C, 
HORTON,  J.  M.. 
HOKNER.  W.  H., 
HOGG.  Dr.  JaMES. 
HOPPER,  S.  W.  T., 
HOUSTON,  JAMES, 
LINCOLN,  S.  J., 
McFADDEN.  .'OHN  a., 
OWENS,  R.  W. 

Frederick 
CARMACK,  H.  K.. 
CASTLE,  D. 

HtMeretown. 
KENDALL,  B.  F.. 
HERBERT,  WM.  S. 

Meehanieetown. 
GILDS.  N.  E. 

Uniontoum. 
THO&JSON,  J   M. 

Woodxboro. 
CUTSHALL.  J.  H., 
SHANK.  GEORGE  D.. 
SNYDER,  J.  A. 

MASSA<?MITSBTTS. 

Aulebor: 
GOULD,  W.  H., 
GOULD.  S.  W.. 
LUTHER,  G.  E. 

Boston. 
ATWOOD.  GEO.  E., 
CARSTEIN,  T., 
CLARK,  U.. 
FDRNA8.  H., 
yiTZ,  E.  C, 


ORIMEa  L.  A.. 
KEMP    N  P 
KIMBALL.  OLIVER  D., 
MATTHEWS.  8.  a, 
PARSONS  H.  M.. 
RAND,  F., 
SIMMONS,  H.  B. 
TRUNDY,  T.  R., 
TAYLOR.  J.  B., 
WILLIAltS,  E.  S. 

CharlesUnsn 
ADAMS.  S.  E.. 
GXMMANS.  G.  H., 
PARKER.  ADDISON. 

Okelsea. 
PIKE,  H.  A , 
STONE.  H.  J. 

CUntmt 
BRA  MAN,  W.  A.. 
INGALLS,  D.  B., 
MARSHALL,  H.  A. 

Convfoy, 
BATCHELDER,  C, 
COOK,  C. 

FoU  River. 
REMINGTON,  R.  K. 

Fitchburg, 
CHILDS,  S.  A., 
GRANT.  S.  B. 

Gardin^. 
BULLARD,  A.  E., 
RUGG,  M   E. 

Grt^flon. 
DODGE,  J.  A.. 
MERRIAM,  N.  K. 
SMITH.  J.  H., 
WINDSOR,  JNO.  H. 

Grejmfl^ld. 
HITCHCOCK,  B.  P. 

ffatpld, 
PORTER,  J.  B. 

HaverhiU. 
GALE.  S.  H.. 
HICKS,  H.  T., 
NOYES,  THBO.. 
SPEARY,  S.  L.  B. 

Holdm. 
ABOTT,  S., 
GLEASON.  J.  H., 
MOORE,  W. 

BoOiston, 
CLAPP,  G.  L , 
FITZ,  C.  A. 

HopHnton. 
BEMIS.N, 
KENNBR80N,  W.  B., 
WHEELER,  C.  E. 

Leominster, 
PETERSON,  J. 

Leiceet^. 
BATES.  A.  L, 
DODGE,  L  A., 
HOLM  AN,  W.  F., 
STONE.  A.  M.. 
THURSTON,  L.  D. 

Lineell. 
CHADBORNE,  G.  a, 
DAME,  J.  B., 
LOVBJOY,  G.  E.. 
LABOUNTY.  L.  J. 
WOODS,  B.  P. 

Lynn 
BREED,  W.  M., 
HERBERT,  G.  C, 
NRWHALL.  1.  A., 
TUCKER,  N.  F. 
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KwMcAMki. 
WBLLHAN.  C.  P. 

Martboro. 
BRIGHAM.  L.  &. 
HOWE.  C   M. 

Milord. 
COOKE,  k  A., 
HUSSBTt  R  C. 

Natiek. 
WILSOK.  Hon.  HBKRY. 

New  Beiford. 
CHURCH   C    A., 
DBNNI:50N.  T.  R , 
KBLLET,  C.  S 

yortkbTO. 
HILDRBTH.  MILO, 

yorth  BrookMld 
BATCHELDBR.  EZRA  D. 

yarthamnUm, 
BOIES.  W.  B., 
HUSSKY,  N.  B.. 
LBB  Jr..  WILLIAM, 
LINCOLN,  J.  A.. 
PARSONS.  S   C. 

Oakham. 
LINCOLN.  A.  W., 
PACKARD,  J. 

Reading. 
PARKER.  E.. 
RICHARDSON,  G.  A. 

RockpwU 
CLEAVES,  L.. 
POOL,  N., 
WETHERBEE,  GEO.  W. 

RuOand, 
MILES.  B  J., 
SMITH.  D.  D.. 
WHBBLER,  W.  A. 

8aUm. 
BROOKS,  D.  a. 
CHOATB.  DAVID, 
CRB8SE7,  W.  B , 
DRAPER,  WM.P. 

8aU9bwry. 
CURRIER  H   P.; 
FIELDBN,  A.  H.. 

SheUxmm  FaUt. 
GRAV,  E.  H. 

Somm^nQU, 
BU3WELL,  C.  H, 
FOOTB.  E.. 
MOORB   H.  M., 
WATSON,  S.  N. 

South  Botton, 
BERRY,  N   F.. 
FAULKNER,  H.  FLOYD, 
McCOY,  H. 

South  D$erfteld. 
FOSTER,  W.  W. 


BALL.  D.  _ 
8AGEND0LPH,  N.  W. 

StfrUng 
HICKOK,  C  A. 

SprinfffieUL 
BUSHNBLL.  H.  S., 
MORSE,  O.  b., 
MILB8.  W.  B., 
PECK,  J.  O. 

Stoneham. 
BARTLETT.  H.  a. 
SMITH,  J.  P. 


WaMUUL 
CONDREY,  wTe., 
EATON.  C.  W., 
HILL,  M.  J.. 
STAPLES,  H.  A. 

WebHf. 
OSTERONT.  J.  N. 
W€9iboro, 
MOSES,  G.  E. 

WeHJlM. 
RAND,  A.  P., 
SMITH.  B.  B., 
SMITH.  H.  B. 

Worc$H€r. 
GRANT,  F.. 
HOWLAND,  E.  P.. 
JEROME.  E., 
MBRKIMAN,  H.  H^ 
MOORB.  MARCUS, 
NBTTLETON,  W.  J., 
STOWBLL.  C.  G , 
TUCKER,  CHARLES  D., 
UPHAM.  R.  F., 
WILCOX.  A. 

W^9t  Amukurg. 
GOODHUE,  D.  D. 

HIOHIGAlf. 

Ann  Arbor. 
DUTTON.  J.  F., 
MAPEL,  J.  J. 

Alpena. 
HITCHCOCK.  W.  D., 
HOLMES,  J.  D., 
LUCE,  J.  M.. 
POTTER,  J.  J. 

Detroit  , 

BROOKS,  D   W., 
FREBLAND.  S.  M., 
ROBINSON,  G.  O., 
WILKINSON,  A.  H. 

Bast  Saginaw. 
HARRISON,  H.  L. 

Grand  Rapidi. 

CROSBY,  M.  S., 
GOODMAN,  R.  S., 
SWENSBBRG,  C.  G. 

EMamoMoo, 
DEAN.  0.  S., 
JOY,  H   M.. 
KAPPEN,  A.  A. 

OUvet 
COLE.  G.  C  , 
KEYES,  GEO.  W. 

HINNBSOTA. 

MinneapoKi. 
DORLAND.  S   P., 
LYMAN,  G.  R 

SU  Paul 
CHASE.  E   W  , 
HARRIS,  GEO    P, 
WELLS,  G.  H. 

\etter. 


BLA^B.  Jf.  D , 
DAMON.  B. 

Bed  Wing. 
McCLARBt^.  THOMAS. 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louie. 
FISK,  C.  B , 
FLINT,  WESTON, 
FOOT,  A.  R , 
NOTT.  C.  D  . 
PORTER.  WILLIAM- 


EBBRASKA. 

Onuiha. 
CHESSHIRE,  J   E. 

jrORTH  CAROLINA. 

Bdenton, 
SKINNER,  8  J. 

NEW  HABIPSHIRB. 

Concord. 
DICON,  E.  H 
HUMPHREY,  S. 
HUTCHINSON,  J.  J. 
JAMES.  L.  W. 
MOORB.  C.  W. 
SARGENT,  M.  W. 

l>09er. 
WOSHER,  G.  F. 

Baeter. 
BELL,  CHAS.  U. 

Chehen. 
BRAGDON,  J. 

Laeonia. 
REEVES,  F.  W. 

Maneheater. 
BAILEY   THOMAS., 
NEWALL.  J.  P. 
PETTEB.  H.  R. 

NBW  JBRSBT^ 

Bridgeton. 
CHASE,  PKOF.  W.H. 
McNBIL.  WM.  R. 

Bricktbwrg. 
JAMESON,  A. 

Blizabeth 
ATWATBR,  E.  8. 
MBBKER  J.  M.,  Jr. 
MOuRE.  ROBT   K. 
RISLBK,  GEO.  E. 
STEBUIN.  S.  W. 

Flemington, 
WOODS,  E.  R. 

Jereey  OUu. 
DOWNS   W.  L. 
LARAW.  H. 

Mtmtelair. 
HARTT.  GEO.  F. 
JOHNSON,  CHAS.  H. 
MORRIS.  C.  B. 
RBBVES,  C.  L 

yewark 
BROOKFIELD.  J.  M.. 
COX,  T.  M., 
CALLENDBR.  a, 
DANIELS   J.  R., 
LATHROP.  C.  C. 
MILLER.  C.  T., 
OSBORNE,  H.  F. 
PIKRSON,  WILLIAM, 
WARD,  J.  M., 
WILKINSON,  W.  B. 

yew  Brunewiek. 
ENGLISH.  D  C, 
RUNGAN,  D.  F.  R., 
STOUT.  C.  P.. 
WICKBS,  £.  P. 

Orange. 
DASHIBLL,  J.  L, 
JAYNB.  8  F., 
LANE,  J.  A. 

PtainJUld. 
GILBERT,  B.  ALEX^ 
PI^E.  N.  W. 
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Trmton, 
BEECHER.  JOSEPH  A., 
BUCHANAN,  J., 
CLOSSON,  H.  \V., 
WELLING,  J.  T., 
OWENS,  J.  C, 
TITUS,  J.  C. 

Wegtfleld. 
NEALES,  E.  J., 
PIEfiSON,  J.  C. 


NEM-YOKK. 

Albany. 
BURTON,  C.  H., 
BURTON,  J.  E., 
KELSKY.  R.  B. 
SECOR.  G.  HENRY, 
SAVAGE,  E., 

Auburn. 
HALL.  JAMES, 
HOLMES  B.  a. 
HOKK,  E  ,  Jr., 
LEONARD.  G.  W., 
SMITH,  J.  A. 

Binghamton. 
BROOK,  W  B  . 
PERKINS,  C.  A. 

Brooklj/n. 
ANDREWS.  E   G , 
ANDER80N.  W.  R, 
BAKRR.  C    D.. 
BARKER,  EZRA  D  , 
CLARK.  GKO   T, 
EDS  ALL.  WILLIAM. 
FOSTEK.  BENJAMItV  F., 
HASKELL,  ROBERT  B., 
KEHLBECK.  JAMES  A  , 
MARTIN,  WM.  M. 
MUNFORD.  CHAS 
PAR.^ONS.  S   M  , 
WICKES,  W.  W., 
WICKES,  ALFRED, 

BufcUo. 
HOLT,  OLIVER  H., 
HEDSTROM    EL, 
JENKINS,  I   G., 
WILKES,  OLIVER. 
WILKES.  ARTHUR  B., 
WARD,  H  . 
WILL  YOUNG,  JNO., 

Oamd«n 
ALBRIGHT,  WM., 
TORBERT,  T    R. 

Cornell  UniversiUt. 
HUNTLEY,  S  P. 

Dunkirk. 
BRAY.  J.  M. 

Ecut  Brooklyn. 
WILSON.  G.  W. 

Fulton. 
BABCOCK.  L   B, 
TOWNSEND,  W   J., 
TITUS,  C    B. 

GtnBVd. 
KELSEY.  HENRY  H  , 
MUNSON.  E.  A., 
VAIL,  J.  G. 

Greenpoint,  L.  I. 
STEARNS,  JNO.  M. 

Oo$hen. 
MERRIAM.  C  E. 
MERRIAM.  H. 


HudMon. 
AT  WOOD,  WM    H., 
PAUL,  FULTON, 
MACY.  HIRAM  R , 
SARGENT.  F.  H.      * 
LitOo  Britain. 
WALLACE,  R   H. 

Netohurg. 
ESMOND.  D.  W., 
PHILLIPS.  W.  M. 

Newtovm. 
GARRETSON.  G-  J.. 
VANDERVERE,  GEO   W. 

Neto  York  City. 
DONALDSON.  J   F.. 
DAWES.  VAN  ZANDT, 
JEFFERSON,  JNO  . 
KETCH  AM.  ALEX.  P., 
KING,  HENRY, 
LEW,  WM    F  , 
MILLER.  ISAAC  S, 
MILLER,  S    W., 
PURDY.  R  L. 
PRIOR.  ISAAC  R, 
SANFOKD,  WM  P., 
STEACY.  J   C. 
VAN  WOERT,  Jb  ,  J   V. 

New  Vtrecht. 
BENNETT.  J.  R  . 
HEGEMAN,  THOMAS  M  , 
SUTPHEN,  D    S. 

North  Shore,  8  I, 
EADIE,  JNO   H. 

Owego. 
STRATTON.  K  , 
WALKER,  R 

Poughkeepuie 
CARPENTER.  J  DU  BOIS, 
DOWNING.  MITCHELL, 
BOLL  WELL,  GEO., 
UHL.  ERSHING. 

Rome. 
NTNDE.  H.  S , 
VISSCHER.  a  G. 

Saratoga. 
CHAFFEE,  A.  B. 

Schenectady 
KINGSBURY   C.  E., 
MARLETT,  J.  J. 

^ehuylerviUe. 
SEELEY,  N.  J., 
WHITMAN,  I. 

Syracuse. 
EMENS,  P.  W., 
FRAZKE,  JNO.  H., 
STARIN,  S.  H. 

Ulica 
PARKER,  TIMOTHY. 

Watertown 
GRASTY,  ENOCH  H. 


OHIO. 

Akron. 
KOHLER,  J.  A., 
PERKINS,  H., 
STONE,  L.  S  , 
WINTERS,  R.  J. 

Aehland. 
DISSETTE,  P.  K 

Bueyrus. 
MYERS,  G.  W., 
REID,  W.  M. 


OineinnatL 
CHESTER,  J., 
CHEEVER.  J.  H., 
DOANB,  WM.  H , 
FISUER,  S.  S, 
KEMPER.  Dk.  a.  C, 
MONFORT.  H.  A., 
MILLER,  H    THANE, 
SHEAFF,  L. 

Oolumbui. 
BUTLER.  L.  a, 
BLAIR,  M   C, 
GILL,  W.  L., 
HOTCHKISS,  S    M., 
LOOMIS.  B   J.. 
MA  HONEY.  W.  A. 

Cleveland 
DOCKSTADBR,  C    J  , 
IRVINE,  T.  M. 
NO»LE.  T.  K, 
STUDLBY.  H.  C. 
SHERWIN.  H.   A.. 
WILLIAMS,  W.  D. 

Dayton. 
ADAMS.  H.  P.. 
GRAHAM,  J.  V.  L, 
MITCHELL,  P  , 
PAYNE,  A,  F., 
VAN  HORN,  D. 

DamaecovUle 
STANLEY,  B.  C 

Oroveport 
PAYNE.  Z  C  . 
STEVENSON.  J.  H. 

HamiUon. 
ANDERSON,  W., 
flURGETT,  A  , 
MOORE,  T., 
MILLER,  W.  C, 
REEIUCR,  S.  S, 
WATKINS,  J.  W. 

Lockland. 
BURROWS,  G.  H., 
STEARNS.  A., 
TANGERNAN,  G.  P. 

Marietta. 
STAPLES,  J   C. 

MaiMjleld. 
COLBYt  H , 
DAVIS,  H.  P. 

Oherlin. 
BIRGE.  R.  H  . 
HARMON,  J.  F. 

Portsmouth. 
DRAPER,   E.  F., 
RHODES,  W. 

Springfield 
ELLIS,  J  W.. 
MIDDLETON,  E.  C. 

SpringdaU. 
MILLER,  G   L. 

She_field. 
DAY,  P. 

Salem. 
GARWOOD,  J.  C  , 
HENSHILLWOO^,  J  , 
RUSSELL,  W    W, 
READ,  THOMAS, 
WHITFIELD,  G    C. 

Toledo. 
ALEXANDER,  W.  N  , 
ARNETT,  B.  W. 
DAWSON,  &  G., 
FULTON.  H.  H., 
WHITAKER,  C  H. 
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Troy. 
HOYLAND,  J   N., 
THOMAS,  W   8. 
Winona. 
WATERS,  G. 

ZaneniUe. 
BELL.  W.  S , 
CART,  H   e.  O  . 
GILBERT.  J.. 
HE    RIOTT.  W.  M. 
SPANGLER,  T    F-, 
WARNER,  J.  D. 

OREGON. 

Portland^ 
CORBETT,  H.  H. 

PBNNSVLTAlflA. 

AUoona. 
BAKER  H  , 
FIND  LEY,  JAS    W., 
JONES,  GEO.  W. 
Bmpfir. 
TRAMPTON,  WM. 
Bethlehem. 
BISHOP,  E.  P., 
BACHMAN,  H   T., 
HESS  J.  S., 
KIDDER,  0.  H., 
WOLLE,  F.  L. 

Bell^onte, 
HAYES,  R.  F , 
LYON.  S   8.. 
VALENTINE,  B., 
WOLF,  S.  S. 

BrockviUe. 
CRAIG,  W   F., 
HALL,  C.  R., 
HALL,  M.  H 

BurgetUtoton- 
CRANE.  D    L. 
FULTON,  W.  S., 
ROBlNSuN,  J. 

Candor. 
ALLISON,  JESSE. 

Carlisle. 
BLAIR,  ANDREW, 
COYLE.  S   M, 
GREEN.  J.  S 
STOCK,  J.  C. 

CenUrviUe 
COOPER,  DANIEL  C. 

ConnelUviUe. 
BUTTERilORE,  8., 
HORNER.  S    W. 

Dunbar. 
PAULL.  JAMES  L., 
REINER.  THOS., 
WATT,  T.  W. 

East  Whitekmd. 
AIKEN.    I  HOMAS  J., 
HUTCHINSON,  Jr.,  R. 

La  F'lyetU  College,  EasUm. 
FULTON,  W.  S., 
HARVEY,  O.  J., 
MENDENHALL,  H.  G. 

Easton. 
FISLER,  8.  L,. 
HONEYMAN.  VAN  DORN, 
MILLER,  D.  B., 
SANDT,  C.  A. 

Erie 
DAVENPORT,  W.  R., 
FRENCH,  F.  J., 
SHIRK,  CHAS.  C, 


8ELDEN,  SAMUEL, 
WYTHE,  W.  W. 

tranklin. 
DBWOODY,  J.  M. 

Oettyaburg. 
BARTHOLOMEW,  E.  F., 
KNAP  P.  F   G., 
KOSER.  D.  F., 
WEAVER.  F.  H. 

UarrUthurg 
DEETER.  J.  N.. 
EARNEST.  G.  W., 
FRANCISCUS,  Dh.  E., 
LOU K BEER    W.  B.. 
McOORMICK.  JAMBS. 

John»tov)n. 
FINK.  R   A., 
HA  WES,  A.  J. 

KiUaning. 
ROBINSON,  A. 

LancatUr, 
BURSK,  1>.  S., 
PEARSOL.  J    H., 
SUESBKOTT,  B   C. 

Mt  Jackson. 
TAYLOR,  W.  M 

New  Castle. 
ANDREWS.  JAY, 
SANkEY,  IRA  B. 

Petroleum  Centre 
PATTERSON.  J.  C  , 
WACHTER.  H.  C. 

Philadelphia. 
BAGGS.  NICHOLAS, 
CROWELL,  W.  G., 
FKRNLKY,  T.  J.. 
GENLELL,  J.  H, 
HINCKLEY,  R   H. 
HUTilHINS,  E.  R.. 
KENNEDY,  FRANCIS  W. 
MORRIS,  CHARLES  E., 
MEAKS,  GEO    W, 
SIMONS.  P.  B  , 
STUART.  GEO.  H., 
SHOEMAKER.  J.  VY.. 
WAN A MAKER   JNO  , 
WIEST.  J  NO- 
WARNER,  DAVID  M. 

Pittsburg. 
BOYLE,  T   N.. 
CARR,  ROBERT, 
CAMPBELL,  G.  W., 
CLARK.  C.  L., 
CAUGHEY,  J.  A., 
FREW,  WILLIAM, 
G  A  RETT.  E    Y., 
KEELER.  J   F., 
LAVELEY,  H.  A., 
LINCOLN.  W.  E., 
MORROW,  J.. 
MILNER  C.  G., 
SELLERS,  A   E., 

Reading. 
BEIDEMAN,  D    H., 
RHOADS,  H.  J.. 
ZACHARIAS,  H.  C. 

Heranton. 
BAKER.  D WIGHT, 
CULLIS.  W.  B., 
HARTLEY.  C.  W., 
HICKEY,  YATES. 
MARVIN.    W, 
MOSSMAR,  W.  D. 

Shippenaburg. 
PFAHLER,  C.  B., 
PAYNE,  J.  R. 


Shrewi^ry. 
EVERHART,  G.  P.. 
LATIMER.  HENRY, 
FEHNER,  G.  E. 

SommerviUe. 
MOORE. 

Tidunite 
ANDREWS,  JOHN, 
EDWARDS.  J.  U., 
TAGGART,  R. 

Towanda. 
HALL,  C    M. 

Tihtsville. 
BATES,  H.  G. 

JJniontovm. 
BOYD.  A.  W. 

Union  MUIm. 
CRANDALL.  E.  H., 
MERCHANT,  A.  J. 

Warren. 
HOOKER,   FRED., 
TRUSHELL,  P.  J. 

Washington. 
AIKEN.  JXO.. 
GOW.  J.  L. 

WiUdnnlntrg 
DAVIS,  R   S. 

Williamsport. 
BERRY,  J.  1., 
BLAIR.  E    H, 
GABLE.  J.  H., 
LKJGETT,  WM.  L.. 
RUNKLY,  C.  V. 
York 
COCHRAN,  THOS.  E., 
ORRICH,  W.  P., 
SMALL,  D.  E., 
WELSH,  C.  G. 

Uniontown. 
EWING,  Jr.  N, 
KNOX,  A.  C. 
THOMPSON. 

RHODB  ISLAND. 

Bristol. 
ANDREWS.  R.  S., 
HORTON.  F 
SPOON ER.  W.  H.. 
USHER.  Jr.,  a. 

Pawtueket. 
BOYD.  8., 
BRA  MAN.  E.  A., 
WARNER,  J.  L. 

Providence. 
ANTHONY    L.  W., 
HO L MAN,  G.  W., 
KENDRICK.  J.. 
PARK  HURST,  J.  G., 
ROTH  WELL.  J., 
SMITH,  J.  W.. 
WILLBTT,  J.  W. 

Wes'erly. 
HUBBARD,  J.  P., 
WALCOTT,  O 

TE^NBSSBR. 

Greenville. 
GODFREY,  LEWIS. 

TBRMONT. 

Burlington 
DAVIS,  M., 
GATES.  D.  W.. 
WARNER.  H   G. 


8t,  Johrubury. 
BLODGETT,  P.  D. 

yorthJUld, 
STEVENS.  A.  C. 

Butland- 
BROWN,  F.  P. 

WcUerbury. 
COLBY,  J  J . 
COPELAND,  /., 
THOMAS.  P.  W. 


W&ybridgs 
DGE.  L   C 


PARTRT 

TIHOINIA. 

Aleacandrkt. 
BEADLE.  H.  W., 
CLANGHTON,  H.  O , 
HILL.  6.  K., 
O'NEAL,  J    C 

FtObi  Chwrch. 
PARKER,  H  , 
SARGENT,  J.  W. 


118 


ATER,  IRA. 

WB9T  TIROINIA. 

OhariuUnon. 
GIBBENSLOAN.  A. 

Kanatpha  SaliM. 
PUTNEY.  D   H. 

Mornantovm. 
MULLENIX,  W.  M 

Parkenbturg. 
GILFILLAN,  J.  M.. 
REED.  J.  B 

WhseUng. 
DAVENPOkT.  BENJ., 
IRWIN.  W.  fl.. 
MnNEKLY.  T.  M , 
SIMPSON.  W.  B., 
WINCHER,  AUGUST. 


inSCONftlN. 

BENSON,  H.  H 

Delavan. 

COLLIE.  JOSEPH. 

JanetvUU. 

BARROWS.  E   S., 
CHENKY.  RUSSELL. 
KIRKWOOD.  T.  C. 

Madi»on. 

COWLES.  H  J.. 
TOWER,  W.  P. 

MUwaukU 
BENEDICT.  W.  G. 

WkiUwBter. 

BRIDGE.  J.. 
MARSH,  GEO  S. 


The  Committee  is  obliged  to  report  much  delay  on  the  part  of  Delegetes  in 
handing  in  their  credentials,  and  believe  that  there  are  many  who,  notwith- 
standing the  exertions  to  secure  a  complete  list  of  members  of  the  Ck>nyention, 
have  wholly  failed  to  report  to  the  Committee.  The  names  of  snch,  therefore, 
will  not  appear  on  the  list. 

In  view  of  the  unnecessary  amount  of  work  devolving  upon  the  Committee, 
the  result  of  the  dilatoriness  on  the  part  of  Delegates  in  reporting  their  names, 
we  would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  the  future  there  be  a  Temporary  Cre- 
dential Committee  appointed  at  the  very  first,  who  should  be  stationed  at  the 
door  of  the  place  of  meeting,  so  that  no  Delegate  should  be  able  to  gain  aocess 
to  the  Convention  till  he  is  duly  accredited  a  member  of  the  same. 

It  now  appears  that  in  several  cases  Associations  have  sent  a  larger  delega- 
tion than  their  membership  entitles  them  to. 

The  Committee,  in  view  of  these  circumstances,  would  therefore  recommend 
that  in  future  there  be  left  a  blank  on  the  printed  forms  for  credentials  recom- 
mended l^the  Executive  Committee,  to  be  filled  by  each  Association  with  a 
number  representing  its  membership. 

S.  SHERBERNE  MATHEWS, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Credentials. 

After  devotional  exercises,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Grimes, 
of  Boston,  and  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Congre- 
gational Chui*ch  in  the  evening. 


Evening  Session— Saturday. 

The  Convention  met  in  the  Congregational  Church,  at  8  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  President  Wanamaker  in  the  Chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  two  minutes'  silent  meditation, 

followed  with  prayer,  by  R  A.  Hutchins,  of  Brooklyn,  N.    Y. 

and  singing 

"  SMning  Shore." 
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Vice-President  M.  R  Barnard,  of  Indianapolis,  read  the  46th 

Psalm,  when  J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  oflEered   prayer,   after 

which 

"  Battling  for  tlie  Lord  *' 
was  sung. 

Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  then  made  an  address 
on  the  discussion  of  the  Fourth  Topic,  "  Young  men  in  business  : 
what  are  their  temptations,  and  how  shall  they  be  resisted  ?  "  as 
follows  : 

This  topic  was  to  have  been  introduced  to  the  ConTODtion  by  Rev.  Dr.  Beed, 
of  Chicago.  By  the  death  of  Bishop  Clarke  he  is  prevented  from  attending  our 
meetings,  and,  within  the  last  thirty  hoars,  his  mantle  has  fallen  upon  me* 
Would  that,  with  the  mantle  of  the  man  of  God,  I  might  also  receive  a  double 
portion  of  his  spirit. 

This  topic  deals  with  temptations — temptations  to  sin.  It  bids  me  answer 
first  the  question — "What  are  the  sins  which  young  men  in  business  are 
specially  tempted  to  commit  ?  '*  This  is  a  practical  inquiry,  and  I  can  only  deal 
fairly  with  you  by  giving  it  an  honest  and  straightforward  answer,  calling 
things  by  their  right  names,  and  refusing  utterly  to  concede  that  wickedness 
is  any  the  less  wicked  because  it  is  common,  or  because  it  hides  its  ugly 
features  behind  the  mask  of  respectability. 

What  a  vast  throng  of  young  men  crowd  annually  into  all  our  great  com- 
mercial centres !  Not  an  hour  passes  that  some  youth  does  not  press,  for  the 
first  time,  with  the  hesitating  step  of  a  homeless  stranger,  the  streets  that  he 
hopes  ere  long  to  tread  with  the  confident  walk  of  the  prosperous  citizen.  Let 
us  follow  him.  He  has  come  from  some  dear  country  tiome.  The  kisses  of  the 
loved  ones  still  linger  on  his  lips.  He  seems  still  to  feel  the  farewell  grasp  of 
a  father*s  hand.  The  odor  of  the  flowers  that  embosomed  his  farK>ff  home  has 
scarcely  faded,  and  his  eyes  yet  seem  to  linger  on  the  green  fields  of  his  native 
town.  But,  suddenly,  he  finds  himself  alone.  In  a  throng  of  busy  men,  and 
yet  alone.  There  is  no  desolation  like  this.  A  man  may  lament  that  he 
reigns,  king  of  solitude,  upon  some  desert  shore—he  may  feel  the  solemn  still- 
ness of  some  gloomy  forest  or  of  some  snow-clad  mountain  top— but  he  will  never 
be  so  lonely  as  when,  surrounded  by  the  works  of  man,  and  in  the  midst  of 
men,  he  realizes  that  no  heart  in  all  the  throng  feels  one  throb  of  sympathy  for 
him,  and  no  eye  kindles  at  his  coming.  To  this  terrible  loneliness  is  added 
utter  helplessness.  Here  are  men  at  work,  but  there  is  no  work  for  him. 
These  men  have  food  and  shelter ;  he  is  homeless  and  poor.  He  goes  about 
fh>m  store  to  store.  He  eagerly  reads  the  column  of  wants.  He  applies  in 
every  quarter,  however  unpromising.  Nearly  every  place  is  filled  ;  others 
require  skilled  labor  or  demand  an  experience  which  he  has  yet  to  acquire ; 
others  scarcely  conceal  their  distrust  of  him ;  others  openly  insult  him,  as  if  it 
were  a  crime  to  seek  to  earn  his  bread.  His  money  is  all  gone.  Credit  he 
never  had.  His  landlord  is  clamorous,  his  clothing  scant  and  threadbare. 
Now  he  is  ready  to  become  the  prey  of  evil  men.  Under  such  circumstances  as 
these,  a  young  man  in  Cincinnati  went  with  chance  companions  upon  what  was 
represented  as  a  frolic.  Almost  unconsciously  to  himself,  he  found  himself, 
presently,  holding  the  lantern,  while  his  companions  broke  open  a  store.  An 
alarm  was  given.   They  fled.    He  was  captured  and  convicted  of  the  burglary  : 
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but  it  to  plainly  appeared  that  the  whole  act  on  his  part  was  so  entirely  unpre- 
meditated, and  BO  wholly  the  result  of  the  o*erma8tering  temptation  of  had 
company,  that  he  was  pardoned  by  our  humane  and  Christian  Governor. 

But  our  young  friend  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  situaticm.  He 
finds  a  place  in  a  large  establishment,  conducted  by  wealthy  and  prosperous 
men— members  of  the  church,  and  ranked  among  "our  merchant  princes'*  in 
the  newspapers.  Surely  now  his  trials  are  over.  He  has  only  to  be  an  honest 
employee,  scrupulously  exact  in  all  his  dealings ;  telling  the  truth  to  everybody ; 
and  guarding  his  own  and  his  employer  s  honor,  and  success  is  assured.  He  has 
read  something  like  this  in  the  good  Kttle  books  in  the  Sunday  School  library 
at  home,  and  he  has  taken  the  best  of  the  good  young  men  there  described  for 
his  model. 

He  is  a  book-keeper  in  an  auction  store.  Goods  consigned  to  his  employers 
for  sale  are  sold  at  a  high  figure,  but,  to  his  astonishment,  he  is  told  to  enter  the 
sales  at  a  lower  rate,  while  his  employers  pocket  the  difference,  or  he  is  instruct- 
ed to  prepare  false  entries  for  the  officers  of  internal  revenue.  A  young  man,  a 
church  member,  found  himself  in  a  place,  like  this,  obeyed  such  commands  as 
these,  and,  before  a  year  had  passed ,  employed  his  fatal  knowledge  of  false  entries 
to  rob  his  employers  as  they  taught  him  to  rob  those  who  confided  in  them. 

A  young  man  who  was  bookkeeper  for  a  commission  house  was  told  to  enter 
up  against- their  customer  certain  charges  for  drayage.  storage,  insurance,  and 
like  items,  which  charges  had  not,  in  fact,  been  incurred  or  paid.  His  employer 
was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  a  church.  *'  I  cannot  make  these  entries,  sir ; 
no  such  expenses  have  been  paid,  I  dare  not  say  so."  He  was  nevertheless  direct- 
ed to  make  the  entries.  A  few  days  afterward  his  employer  looked  at  the  books. 
*'  Where  are  those  entries  of  charges  on  consignments ? "  "I  have  not  made 
them,  sir ;  I  cannot  make  them.'*  "  Then  you  must  leave  my  employ.  I  can 
keep  no  man  in  my  service  who  cannot  conduct  my  business  in  t?ie  way  in  which 
hufineBs  is  done." 

But  perhaps  he  is  a  salesman  in  the  shop.  Does  he  dare  to  tell  his  customer 
honestly  that  the  goods  which  he  offers  him  are  not  as  they  appear  ?  That- 
they  are  imperfect,  or  appraised  above  their  real  selling  value,  in  anticipation 
of  a  demand  for  a  reduction  which  the  customer  does  not  make  ?  To  tell  the 
truth,  or  to  fail,  when  necessary,  to  tell  an  untruth,  in  these  and  the  like  particu- 
lars would  insure  his  dismissal. 

Perhaps  he  is  selected  to  travel  and  solicit  custom  or  collect  bills.  This 
brings  him  under  the  influence,  of  a  new  class  of  temptations.  Whatever  good 
associations  he  may  have  been  able  to  form  in  his  place  of  business  are  at  once 
broken  up  or  suspended.  He  can  no  longer  teach  in  or  attend  upon  the  Sabbath 
School.  He  is  unable  to  discharge  with  regularity  any  series  of  duties  outside 
of  his  business,  and  he  is  obliged  to  decline  vuch  duties.  As  he  goes  hither  and 
thither  over  the  land,  entering  into  and  departing  from  one  town  after  another, 
as  a  stranger,  he  lof>es  all  religious  association ;  he  forgets  or  does  not  find  the 
prayer  meeting.  Business  over  in  one  place,  he  presses  on  to  the  next,  fre- 
quently using  the  Sabbath  for  the  purpose  of  travel ;  or  should  he  find  himself 
in  some  hotel  upon  that  day,  he  is  jaded  and  weary,  spends  the  day  in  sleep, 
reads  novels, takes  a  drive,  or  smokes  and  lounges  with  some  chance  companion. 
If  he  would  attend  upon  some  church,  he  feels  that  perhaps  he  may  not  be  wel- 
come. Not  every  sanctuary  has  upon  its  portal  the  noble  motto  carved  in 
marble  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lee  Avenue  Building — 
'*  Ever  welcome  to  this  house  of  God 
Are  strangers  and  the  poor.'* 
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Oar  mimionary  once  found  a  jonng  man  and  invited  htm  to  oar  servioes. 
He  came,  bat  resolatelj  refused  to  attend  charch.  "  When  I  came  here,"  he 
said,  "  I  went  one  daj  into  one  of  the  larg^est  churches,  and  walked  all  the  way 
down  the  aisle  and  all  the  waj  back  again,  and  no  one  moyed,  or,  by  word  or 
look,  invited  me  to  a  seat.  I  went  out  into  the  street  and  vowed. that  I  would 
never  enter  a  church  in  Cincinnati  again.'' 

When  the  traveler  returns  to  his  home,  conscious  of  demoralization,  he  can- 
not return  to  better  habits  with  zest.  He  has  become  restless  and  unhappy,  has 
got  out  of  the  line  of  healthy  and  regular  duty,  has  no  sympathy  with  that 
which  has  been  done  in  his  absence,  does  not  care  to  become  interested  in  it 
during  the  few  days  or  weeks  that  may  precede  his  next  journey.  While  upon 
his  business  round,  he  hails  with  delight  anything  that  can  relieve  the  terri- 
ble ennui  of  the  evenings,  and  he  is  ready  to  respond  to  temptation  in  almost 
every  form.  His  ambition  to  make  sales  and  report  a  large  amount  of  orders, 
upon  which  perhaps  he  is  to  receive  a  percentage,  constantly  tempts  him  to 
the  commission  of  all  the  offences  against  truth,  to  all  the  trifling  with  integrity 
and  uprightness  of  dealing,  to  all  the  sacrifice  of  manly  independence  of  char- 
acter, which  defile  and  destroy  so  many  modern  business  men,  until  perhaps  he 
comes  at  length  to  utter  flippantly  the  atrocious  maxim,  heard,  alas,  sometimes 
from  the  lips  of  so-called  Christian  men,  that  "  religion  is  religion,  but  busi- 
ness is  business.*' 

If,  however,  our  young  clerk  remains  at  home,  it  is  possible  that  a  worse 
fate  may  befal  him.  He  possesses  an  attractive  face  and  manner,  and  the 
shrewd  employer  sees  that  he  is  formed  to  influence  men.  He  is  therefore  ele- 
vated, or  degraded,  to  the  position  of  drummer.  He  is  to  visit  the  hotels  in 
search  of  Western  merchants,  or  he  is  to  seize  upon  them  as  they  enter  his 
store,  and  so  to  entertain  and  win  them  that  they  shall  buy  only  of  him  or  of 
his  employers.  To  secure  this  end,  he  is  also  encouraged  with  a  percentage  of 
sales  made  through  his  influence ;  and  in  some  cases  a  secret  service  fund  is  set 
apart  for  his  use,  upon  which  he  may  draw  in  moderation,  without  being  re- 
quired to  give  account  of  the  details  of  its  appropriation.  In  the  fulfilment  of 
this  duty  he  is  to  have  but  one  aim,  and  that  is  to  secure  the  customer.  He 
is  taught  that  all  means  are  lawful  to  that  end  which  do  not  violate  the 
criminal  laws  of  the  land.  He  may  make  the  man  drunk,  but  he  must  not 
drug  his  liquor.  He  may  deceive  and  bamboozle  him,  but  he  must  not  pick  his 
pocket. 

He  is  expected,  in  short,  to  make  the  customer's  acquaintance,  to  study  him . 
to  learn  his  tastes  and  habits,  to  ferret  out  his  vices,  not  to  reform  them,  but  to 
pander  to  them.  If  the  man  smokes,  he  supplies  him  with  tobacco ;  if  he 
drinks,  he  supplies  him  with  liquor  ;  if  he  chances  to  be  a  Christian,  he  takes 
him  to  the  prayer  meeting ;  it  a  lover  of  music,  to  the  opera ;  if  fond  of  the 
drama,  to  the  theatre ;  if  a  debauchee,  to  the  brothel.  Whatever  phase  of  "  life,* 
as  they  call  it,  he  may  wish  to  see,  it  is  the  business  of  thip  young  man  to 
exhibit  it  to  him.  Can  he  do  these  things  without  participation?  Can  a  man 
touch  pitch  and  not  be  defiled  ?  He  m  defiled  ;  he  acquires  the  vices  to  which 
he  ministers ;  he  becomes  a  drunkard,  a  trifler,  a  rouS,  a  gambler,  until,  pre- 
sently, ruined  in  soul  and  bbdy,  he  is  cast  forth  by  the  men  who  encouraged 
and  paid  him  to  enter  into  temptation.  If  he  resists  these  evils  in  their  iTvorst 
effects,  he  loses  all  confidence  in  truth  or  godliness ;  he  scouts  at  the  Christianity 
of  his  employer,  or  of  the  men  who  come  as  his  customers,  and  do  in  his  company, 
in  New  York,  what  they  would  scarcely  dare  to  think  of  in  the  country  village 
where  their  names  stand  high  upon  the  rolls  of  respectability.    He  comes  to 
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believe  that  there  is  nothing  but  hypocrisy  in  the  world,  and  that  to  be  a 
finished  hypocrite,  is  to  ensure  a  happy  mingling  of  saocees  and  pleasure  in  the 
journey  of  life. 

Other  temptations  assail  him.  He  lacks  society.  No  respectable  doors  are 
open  to  hipi.  He  is,  it  may  be.  faiiij  educated,  with  attractive  manners  and 
good  principles,  and  yet  he  sees  the  homes  of  good  men  and  good  women  shnt 
against  him  that  open  freely  to  young  men  of  wealth,  whose  lives  and  cliaracter 
are  notoriously  corrupt  and  despicable.  The  virtuous  and  well  educated 
daughters  of  the  land  lean  with  pleasure  on  the  arm  of  gilded  corruption,  while 
they  touch  not  modest  but  toiling  virtue  with  so  much  as  the  hem  of  their  "gar- 
ments.  Repelled  from  the  company  of  the  good  and  pure,  he  seeks  that  of  the 
depraved  and  abandoned. 

The  hours  of  the  evening  hang  heavily  on  his  hands.  His  rooms,  at  some 
cheap  boarding  house,  are  cheerless.  His  companions  uncongenial.  He  has 
intellectual  cravings  but  knows  not  where  to  satisfy  them.  Nature,  tired  with 
toil,  needs  relaxation  and  amusement ;  but,  few  innocent  amusements  are  within 
his  reach.  He  loves  music ;  has  a  taste  for  art  ,*  would  be  satisfied  with  a  few 
simple  pleasures  and  the  society  of  a  few  earnest  and  yet  cheerful  men.  He 
knows  not  where  to  find  them.  As  he  walks  the  streets  he  notes  how  vice 
miuisters  to  all  these  appetites ;  how  attractive  are  her  palaces ;  bow  attentive 
the  ministers  at  her  altars.  Flashing  upon  him  from  every  side  her  light- 
houses invite  him  to  enter  her  harbors.  Her  signal  lanterns  tell  him  that  the 
way  Js  clear  for  a  straight  run  to  her  depots  of  pleasure.  Voices  invite  him  to 
turn  aside ;  the  voices  of  young  men  like  himself  who  sympathize  with  his 
wants  and  cravings ;  the  voices  of  those  more  dangerous  because  more  winning, 
who  mark  him  for  their  prey  and  would  avenge  their  own  ruin  in  his  destruc- 
tion. 

His  salary  is  small,  and  yet  he  beholds  his  fellow  clerks  living,  as  it  seems  to 
him,  far  beyond  their  means.  His  employer  is,  in  his  family  life,  a  miracle  of 
extravagance.  No  one,  from  highest  to  lowest,  seems  to  have  a  higher  aim 
than  to  get  money  and  to  spend  it.  This  element  of  demoralization  soon  takes 
root  in  him.  He  acquires  rapidly  tastes  and  habits  beyond  his  means,  and  he 
is  tempted  to  increase  those  means  by  unlawful  practices.  Thus,  sometimes  he 
becomes  a  gambler,  and  sometimes  a  felon.  Even  when  he  has  married,  and 
has  environed  himself  with  the  safeguards  of  a  virtuous  home,  he  finds  that  his 
wife  cannot  be  contented  to  live  upon  his  moderate  salary.  She  has  been  ac- 
customed to  better  things,  and  the  romance  of  the  honeymoon  being  passed, 
she  demands  more  luxuries,  and  sighs  for  higher  social  position.  A  few  weeks 
ago  a  young  man  plucked,  as  was  hoped,  from  a  dissipated  and  worthless  life, 
found  a  good  situation,  united  with  the  Church,  and  strove  to  live  an  upright 
life.  His  salary  was  smal^.  but  sufficient,  but  his  wife  demanded  better  furni- 
ture and  more  expenwve  clothing.  First,  he  borrowed  money,  then  he  stole  it, 
and  now  in  a  prison  cell  weeps  bitterly,  and  exclaims,  in  agony  of  soul,  "  Oh  I 
how  could  /do  it ! " 

Such  are  some  of  the  temptations  that  beset  young  men.  The  tithe  of  them 
has  not  been  told  and  cannot  be.  Meanwhile  the  employer  pursues  the  even 
tenor  of  his  way,  in  apparent  unconsciousness  of  the  existence  of  the  soul  that 
God  has  committed  to  his  keeping.  He  tempts  him  to  evil — he  reaps  the  profit 
of  the  wrong— he  connives  at  the  dishonesty — ^he  has  no  word  of  reproach  or 
warning — until,  some  day,  he  becomes  the  prey  of  the  vices  which  he  has 
taught  and  nourished,  and  then  none  so  indignant  and  so  unrelenting  as  he. 
How  shall  these  temptations  be  resisted  ?    Brethren,  what  a  solemn  problem 


123 

is  here  proeented  for  solution  I  I  know  the  one  great  answer  that  rises  to  your 
lips — that  nothing  but  the  grace  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  these  young  men  can 
eflfectually  protect  them ;  but,  if  I  understand  the  topic,  it  calls  for  a  further 
replj.  What  means,  what  appliances,  can  be  provided  for  the  assistance  of 
these  men  t  What  weapons  can  we  put  into  their  hands  ?  With  what  armor 
can  we  clothe  them  ?  What  barrier  can  #e  raise  between  them  and  the  evils 
we  have  sketched  ?  Since  this  topic  was  asmgned  to  me,  I  have  put  this  ques- 
tion to  manj  earnest,  thoughtful,  God  fearing  men.  Last  night,  overcome  with 
the  weight  of  this  problem,  I  flung  myst^lf  by  the  side  of  the  table  where  I 
wrote,  and  cried,  "  O  Holy  Spirit,  enlighten  me  I ''  While  the  laws  of  trade 
remain  as  they  are,  while  the  thirst  for  gain  is  so  consuming,  what  can  be  done 
for  these  our  brethren  ? 

Perhaps  we  may  not  be  able  to  do  much  to  destroy  the  temptation,  but  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  destroy  its  force  upon  the  soul. 

Let  the  homeless  stranger  be  met  upon  the  threshold  of  the  great  city  by 
those  who  prove  themselves  to  be  his  friends,  so  that  he  can  never  truly  call 
himself  homeless  or  friendless.  Let  suitable  employment  agencies  be  estab- 
lished to  furnish  him  with  some  kind  of  work,  so  that  idleness  may  not  come 
with  its  attendant  evils,  and  so  that  all  sense  of  dependence  may  be  taken  away. 
Let  rooms  be  provided,  where  he  may  feel  himself  to  be  always  welcome ;  where 
he  may  find  good  books,  periodicals  and  newspapers ;  where  he  may  meet  with 
cheerful  faces  and  take  part  sometimes  in  cheerful  and  innocent  amusement — 
provide  music  for  him — minister  to  his  intellectual  wants  with  lectures,  classes 
for  study  and  other  appropriate  appliances— open  your  homes  to  him,  or  provide 
for  him  social  gatherings,  where  good  and  pure  women  may  exercise  over  him 
some  of  the  good  influences  of  the  absent  mother  and  sisters,  Better  still,  give 
him  the  companionship  and  encouragement  of  young  men  tempted  as  he  is,  and 
yet  trusting  every  hour  to  Him  who  is  able  to  succor  those  that  are  tempted — 
who  can  encourage  him  in  the  right,  who  can  understand  his  trials,  to  whom  he 
can  confide  his  perplexities,  who  can  impart  to  him  as  he  marches  in  their  ranks 
that  "  touch  of  the  elbow,*'  which  Gen.  Scott  said  converted  even  cowards  into 
brave  and  gallant  soldiers.  More  than  all,  lead  him  to  Christ,  so  that  he  may 
trust  in  Him,  and  lean  upon  Him  and  commune  with  Him,  until,  as  I  heard  an 
aged  saint  once  say,  "  It  seems  as  if  the  Lord  Jesus  were  always  walking  by  my 
side.*' 

Dear  brother,  sorely  tempted,  stand  firm  Be  of  good  courage.  When  sin- 
ners entice  thef,  whether  of  high  or  low  degree,  consent  thou  not.  It  may  seem 
hard  to  lose  one's  situation ;  but  one  who  had  many  opportunities  for  observation 
said,  "  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old,  and  yet  have  I  not  seen  the  righteous 
forsaken,  or  his  seed  begging  bread."  If  it  comes  to  a  question  whether  the  soul 
or  the  body  must  perish,  consider  well  what  it  shall  profit  a  man  to  gain  the 
whole  world  and  lose  his  soul  I 

If  you  can,  keep  out  of  the  great  cities.  There  is  plenty  of  work  for  you 
upon  the  countless  acres  that  want  hands  to  till  them,  and  there  are  giant  forests 
yet  unfelled  that  k«^p  watch  from  their  highest  tree>tops  to  hail  the  first  coming 
of  man.  Do  not  go  down  to  the  guilt,  the  vice,  the  temptation  of  the  the  cities ; 
you  are  not  wanted  there,  while  you  are  wanted  on  the  broad  prairies,  to  build 
churches  and  school  houses,  and  to  rear  towns  and  cities,  that,  from  foundation 
stone  to  turret,  shall  from  the  beginning  be  all  aglow  with  love  for  God  and 
humanity. 

And  shall  we  not  all  of  us  see  to  it  that  a  better  public  sentiment  is  created 
upon  the  subject  of  business  morals  ?    Is  it  really  impossible,  friends,  for  a  man 
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to  be  "  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  tlie  Lord  ?  **  If  the  church 
of  God  to-day,  should  awake  to  this  evil  among  her  own  membership,  and  should 
give  us  more  Christian  merchants,  who  were  truly  christians,  the  leaven  would 
soon  affect  the  whole  lump,  and  business  morals  would  be  far  better  and  purer 
than  they  are.  Shall  we  go  down  and  drag  our  robes  in  the  mire  of  the  world, 
or  shall  we  not  take  a  higher  stand,  so  that  a  christian  may  be  known  in  his 
counting  house,  as  well  as  in  his  church  upon  the  Sabbath  ? 

And  now.  Christian  merchant,  what  of  your  duty  ?  Look  upon  this  young 
man.  To-day  radiant  with  hope  and  pure  in  heart,  he  comes  into  your  office, 
your  counting  house,  your  store — lead  him  not  into  temptation — surround  him 
vfith  good  influences— set  before  him  an  honest  example — give  him  a  word  of 
kindness  and  encouragement,  and  you  may  look  to  see  him  become  a  faithful 
servant  to  you,  to  his  age,  and  to  his  God.  But  lay  upon  him  these  burdens  of 
temptation,  and  to-morrow  behold  him  depraved  in  mind,  polluted  in  body,  a 
curse  to  himself  and  the  world — the  next  day  behold  him  an  outcast  or  a  criminal 
— the  next,  filling  an  unknown  grave  in  some  Potter's  field.  I  tell  yon,  that  if 
human  judgment  were  as  unerring  as  that  of  the  Almighty,  some  should  lay  by 
his  fide  whose  dust  reposes  under  the  shadow  of  marble  shafts,  or  beneath  the 
dome  of  princely  vaults. 

Last  night  when  the  requests  for  prayer  were  offered,  oh,  how  my  heart  went 
out  for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  young  men  battling  then,  and  battling 
now,  with  sore  temptations.  Brethren,  pray  for  them  ;  brethren,  work  for  them, 
and  fling  between  them  and  the  fiery  darts  of  the  tempter  the  shield  of  a  bro- 
ther's heart,  made  invulnerable  by  baptism  in  the  fountain  of  life  everlasting. 

H.  Thane  Miller  sang 

"  Nowhere  to  Lay  my  Poor  Head." 

Prayer  was  oflFered  by  H.  K.  Browne,  of  New  Orleans.  The 
discussion  of  the  subject  was  then  taken  up  by  J.  F.  Keeler,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. : 

Brethren,  we  are  guilty  before  God  for  these  temptations,  standing  out  before 
young  men,  leading  them  astray.  It  is  our  expensive  living,  encouraging 
luxury  and  show,  that  has  brought  these  temptations  upon  the  majority  of  these 
young  men.  We  have  got  to  repent  for  this  Our  good  brother  informs  us 
that  there  are  vast  forests  in  the  West  inviting  young  men  to  hew  them  down. 
I  was  bom  and  brought  up  on  a  farm  ;  I  know  something  of  the  lonely  char- 
acter  of  farm  life,  and  the  aspirations  of  young  men  there  to  know  something  of 
the  world  ;  and,  until  somebody  shall  be  wise  enough  to  make  agricultural  life 
more  intellectual  than  it  has  been,  the  young  men  will  never  be  contented  with 
their  country  life.  I  mention  another  fact.  I  am  a  manufacturer,  and  I  say  to 
you,  to-day,  there  is  room  enough  and  work  enough  in  tliis  occupation  for  all 
If  these  young  men  will  only  become  practical  and  settled  mechanics,  only  learn 
a  trade,  that  is  all  they  need  to  make  them  men. 

Mr.  Brandt,  Massachusetts : 

I  rise,  Mr.  President,  to  express  my  gratification  for  this  address,  which  has 
presented  before  us,  so  clearly,  the  dangers  young  nien  are  exposed  to  in  our 
cities.  Many  of  us,  simple-minded,  have  not  imagined  these  temptations  and 
did  not  know  their  magnitude.  Another  feature  of  the  address  pleased  me  ;  it 
brings  us  back  to  the  work  for  which  these  Associations  were  formed,  to  supple- 
ment  the  teaching  of  the  home  and  the  church.    No  young  man  is  fitted  for 
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business  unless  he  has  been  taught  the  g^reat  truths  of  Christianitj  and  morality 
at  home,  and  in  the  Sabbath-school,  aud  in  the  church.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  the 
business  of  this  Association  to  supplement  that  teaching  when  thej  go  abroad. 
If  this  has  not  been  taught  at  home,  we  are  to  look  for  them  as  they  come  into 
the  dties,  and  gather  them  into  our  Sabbath-schools,  and  surround  them  with 
social  and  moral  relations  that  will  prot-ect  and  strengthen  them  against  these 
dangers. 

R  H.  Browne,  New  Orleans : 

I  have  been  deeply  interested  in  the  address,  and  think  that  Tom  Hood's 
**  Song  of  the  Shirt "  tells  the  whole  story.  In  the  city  from  which  I  come,  who 
seek  it  ?  Like  San  Francisco,  it  has  been  regarded  as  a  sort  of  El  Dorado  by 
young  men.  They  have  sought  it  by  the  thousands,  and  by  thousands  have  laid 
their  bones  there,  never  to  return  to  their  homes  again.  How  shall  we  help 
them  to  resist  ?  It  is  this.  When  these  young  men  ask  you  for  bread  they  do 
not  ask  you  for  Christianity.  Open  your  hearts  to  them  when  they  come  to 
you  and  tell  you  they  are  willing  to  work.  Open  to  them  the  means  to  obtain 
work,  and  at  the  same  time  you  bind  them  to  Christ. 

C.  D.  Nott,  St  Louis : 

As  I  understand  this  subject,  we  are  going  to  do  the  work  before  us  with  the 
instrumentality  we  have  got. 

What  we  want  to  do  is  to  come  to  the  Christian  merchants  of  our  cities  and 
make  them  feel  it  is  their  duty  to  try  to  lift  these  young  men  up  to  moral  lives. 
Ask  them  what  Is  it  worth  to  you  to  save  these  young  men  ?  How  much  are 
you  willing  to  give  to  raise  the  standard  of  public  opinion,  so  that  your  sons 
can  be  better  men?  We  have  got  to  come  into  -competition  with  the  saloon. 
We  feel  that  in  St.  Louis  most  young  men  don't  go  into  ruin  through  wicked- 
ness, but  through  folly.  I  tell  you,  you  wonft  get  the  mass  of  them  without 
these  attractions.  The  devil  will  get  them,  unless  God  comes  down  by  a 
miracle. 

The  time  being  limited,  the  discussion  was  closed,  and  the 
audience  sang 

"  My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee," 

after  which  the  sixth  topic — "Our  religious  work ;  how  shall  it 
be  made  more  effective  " — was  opened  by  Moreau  S.  Crosby,  of 
Grand  Eapids,  Mich, : 

It  was,  Mr.  President  and  Brethren  of  the  Convention,  with  great  hesitancy, 
and  many  doubts  as  to  my  fitness  for  the  work,  that  I  consented  to  prepare  a 
paper  upon  this  subject,  so  vital  to  our  existence  as  Young  Men*s  Christian  Asso- 
ciations. 

I  must  ask,  then,  your  indulgence,  and,  perhaps,  your  forbearance,  while  I 
shall  endeavor  to  express,  so  clearly  as  I  can,  my  own  views  and  convictions 
with  reference  thereto. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  question  is  a  fundamental  one,  and  upon  a  proper  solu- 
tion of  it  depends  much  of  our  success.  Primarily,  as  given  in  the  Paris 
declaration,  our  Associations  were  formed  (and  ever  should  be,)  for  the  salvation 
of  young  men,  and  not  merely  for  the  purposes  of  a  social  or  literary  union — 
good  as  they  may  be  in  their  proper  place  and  sphere.    It  was  the  opinion  of 
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the  foanders  that,  hj  the  bonds  of  association,  young  men  ooold  be  bronght  to 
Christ,  and,  with  such  views,  they  began  the  good  work.  Th  t  departures 
should  be  made  from  the  original  design  is  not  strange ;  but,  there  has  been, on 
the  part  of  some  of  our  Associations,  a  disposition  to  throw  the  door  open  too 
widely.  This  course  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  should  be  shunned.  It  is  likely  to 
admit  to  membership  and  authority  those  who  would  be  be*^ter  pleased  with  its 
fkilure  than  with  its  success  as  a  Christian  Association. 

I  am  glad  that  our  ExeentiTe  Committee  have  so  clearly  defined  (in  a  circular 
published  in  1870,  on  the  Test  of  Active  Membenhip,)  what  they  understand 
to  be  the  aims  and  objects  of  these  Associations. 

They  say :  "  We  have  ever  claimed  to  be  engaged  in  a  strictly  religious 
work." 

Against  the  so  called  liberal  spirit  I  shall  take  most  decided  ground,  and  shall 
call  to  my  aid,  in  the  maintainance  of  my  position,  the  numerous  Evangelical 
decisions  of  our  International  Conventions.  With  Jesus  Christ  as  the  chief 
comer  stone  our  foundation  is  safe :  no  other  is  suitable  upon  which  to  build 
the  superstructure  of  a  Christian  life. 

"  On  Christ,  the  solid  rook,  we  stand, 
All. other  groaod  is  sinking  sand." 

I  am  aware  that  we  need  practical  results  in  times  like  these ;  for  mere 
opinions  and  theories  afford  but  little  satis&ction,  and  give  no  assurance  for 
the  future.  Mere  experiments  are  well  enough  as  tests,  when  no  particular 
danger  would  result  from  failure ;  but  in  religious  matters  we  need  at  all  times 
to  keep  within  hailing  distance  of  the  shore,  and  our  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
Master.    **  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved." 

There  are  many  false  lights  on  the  life-coast,  which  may  do  well  enough  in 
a  calm  sea,  but  when  the  storms  come  and  they  are  needed  most,  either  prove 
treacherous  or  go  out  in  darkness.  The  steady  light  is  what  we  want,  sending 
forth  its  rays  to  guide  and  comfort,  both  in  the  calm  and  in  the  storm.  I  was 
much  interested  when  at  Portland  in  watching  the  preparing  of  the  lighthouse 
ready  for  the  night  (at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,)  and  to  observe  how  care- 
fully it  was  provided  for  its  use.  So  to  us  has  been  given  the  light  from  on 
high  ;  for  us  has  been  prepared  a  lamp  to  guide  in  every  vicissitude  in .  life. 
Such  a  light  beams  upon  us  from  the  cross  on  Calvary,  bringing  with  it  hope 
and  joy. 

"  In  the  cross  of  Christ  I  glory, 

Towering  o'er  the  wrecks  of  time ; 
All  the  light  of  sacred  story, 
Gathers  round  its  head  snbliine." 

In  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject,  I  shall  ask  your  attention— 

First — As  to  what  we  are  now  doing  in  religious  work  ;  and, 

Second — How  can  we  add  to  its  efllciency  ? 

Just  here  I  find  it  difficult  to  separate  or  classify  the  kinds  of  labor  which 
Associations  throughout  the  country  have  taken  upon  themselves,  (from  the 
varied  wants  of  different  communities,)  and  to  say  just  which  may  be  regarded 
as  strictly  religious.  I  am  the  more  in  doubt  because  possessed  of  the  opinion 
that  Christian  work  is  often  too  closely  confined  to  beaten  tracks  and  well 
worn  theories.    *'  Blessed  are  ye  that  sow  beside  all  waters  *' 

Numerous  plans  have  been  devised  to  further  the  work  by  thgse  competent 
to  do  it,  upon  the  conviction  that  the  principal  object  of  the  Association  was 
the  development  of  the  Christian  character  of  its  members,  and  the  leading  of 
young  men  to  Christ — to  reach  the  converted  as  well  as  unconverted. 
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In  looking  over  the  EUghteenth  AnniuJ  Report  of  the  New-Tork  Asiocifttion 
I  observed  that  daring  the  i>a8t  year  there  have  been  distribated  in  that  city, 
under  their  auspices,  25,000  tracts  and  over  116,000  cards  and  circulars.  Who 
can  measure  the  amount  of  good  those  have  already  done,  and  will  continue  to 
accomplish  ?  But  this  is  but  one  of  the  many  means  employed  by  that  and 
kindred  Associations  to  reach  the  unconverted.  We  appeal  for  an  answer  to 
the  hundreds  of  young  men  saved  from  ruin  through  the  direct  efforts  of  these 
organizations.  A  good  word,  a  kind  invitation  to  attractive  reading  rooms, 
and  a  warm-hearted  reception  when  there,  have  turned  many  from  the  gilded 
^oons  and  haunts  of  vice. 

One  great  object  of  our  Association  work  has  been  the  union  of  various  de- 
notminations  on  one  platform,  and  the  forgetting,  for  a  season  at  least,  of  all 
Church  differences  in  love  for  a  Ck>mmon  Master.  The  best  commentary  on 
this,  sir,  is  the  large  attendance  here  in  Ck>nvention  of  brethren,  not  only  repre* 
senting  many  localities,  but  also  many  branches  of  the  Christian  Church. 
They  have  come  to  the  capital  of  the  nation,  to  consult  with  reference  to  ques- 
tions of  grave  importance  to  this  whole  country  of  ours.  Important  as  may 
be  the  many  questions  of  State,  intricate  as  may  be  our  relations  with  Foreign 
Powers,  no  more  serious  business  can  be  transacted,  either  in  the  Executive  or 
Legislative  branches  of  this  Government,  than  that  which  has  brought  us 
together ;  for  the  young  men  are  the^  hope  not  only  of  the  Church,  but  also  of 
the  nation. 

In  this  work  we  know  no  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West. 
"  One  in  hoping,  one  in  loving, 

One  in  faith,  and  one  in  pnyer ; 
By  united  l*bors  proving 
Toils  and  hnrdena  too  we  share.*' 

Beside  tract  work,  the  providing  of  reading  rooms,  and  the  sustaining  of  a 
daily  or  weekly  prayer  meeting,  many  have  found  it  profitable  to  engage  in 
Mission  School  work.  Some  have  had  rich  experiences  in  laboring  among 
prisoners  at  the  jails,  on  Sabbath  afternoons  or  at  other  times ;  while  many,  as 
lay  preachers,  can  tell  us  of  scores  of  conversions,  as  the  result  of  their  efforts. 
All  of  these  and  many  more  plans  have  been  successfully  carried  on,  and  per- 
haps we  can  do  no  more  than  to  increase  their  eflQdency.  Tet  we  have  found 
in  the  progress  of  our  work  thus  fieir  new  spheres  of  usefulness  opening  to  us 
that  we  could  not  well  anticipate ;  and,  besides,  what  may  be  necessary  in  one 
rection  will  not  answer  in  another. 

But  our  topic  has  a  broader  view — a  prospective  side— a  future  significance, 
which  we  shall  discuss  at  more  length,  for  this  I  consider  mainly  to  be  my 
province  in  this  article.  I  believe  in  an  ordained  ministry  for  our  Churches, 
that  the  Word  may  be  properly  presented  and  the  bearers  be  instructed  in 
things  pertaining  to  their  present  and  eternal  welfieire  ;  and  I  as  firmly  believe 
hi  wise  lay  effort,  whether  it  shall  be  in  publicly  telling  the  story  of  the  Cross 
or  in  a  more  quiet  Christian  life. 

The  good  already  done  on  the  docks  and  in  the  streets  of  our  commercial 
and  inland  cities  cannot  be  properly  estimated  :  '*  For  what  shall  a  man  give 
in  exchange  for  his  soul  T*  Under  the  canopy  of  heaven  many  a  one  has 
learned  of  Him  who  was  a  sympathizing  friend  of  the  poor  and  wandering 
ones  of  earth.  Oat  in  the  street,  unfettered  by  prejudice  and  un trammeled  by 
Church,  there  has  been  a  communion  and  walk  with  God,  closer  than  is  found 
within  the  walls  of  many  of  our  houses  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah. 
Let  us  have  more  of  this  lay  preaching,  and  we  shall  not  only  reach  many  who 
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,  'will  not  go  into  our  churches,  but  also  develop  a  latent  power  among  our 
young  men,  which  may  prove  of  great  service  in  the  advancement  of  God's 
glorj  and  the  establishment  of  His  kingdom  upon  the  earth.  In  some^'locali- 
ties  serious  doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  formation  of  Christian  Associations, 
usually  based,  however,  on  the  false  idea  that  there  is  a  conflict  between  the 
Associations  and  Churches  in  their  proposed  work.  This  in  some  cases  has 
been  advocated  by  clergymen,  generally  I  believe  firom  fulure  to  properly  " 
appreciate  or  to  folly  understand  our  aims  :  sometimes  from  other  motives  less 
excusable. 

I  look  upon  the  Associations  as  a  necessity,  and  auxiliary  to  the  Church,  but 
always  secondary— eimplj  and  solely  doing  the  work  which  the  latter  does  not 
do,  and  which  should  be  in  perfect  harmony  the  one  with  the  other.  In  the 
development  of  Christianity,  as  in  the  progress  of  science  and  art,  we  must 
expect  the  salutation  of  the  Latin  poet :  Oui  bono  f  to  meet  on  the  threshold 
every  advance  made  or  change  suggested.  So  in  our  special  work,  and  as  we 
meet  in  Convention,  many  over  the  country  are  asking  what  good  ?  Can  not 
the  Churches  do  this  work  ?  Shall  we  multiply  agencies  when  we  have  per- 
sons divinely  commissioned  to  preach  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  ?  This 
criticism  and  opposition  we  must  expect  to  encounter  while  we  may  propose 
and  plan  for  the  carrying  on  of  Association  work.  It  has  been  the  natural 
accompaniment  of  every  proposed  reform  in  all  ages,  and  surely  we  could  not 
expect  to  escape  in  this  enlightened  century !  What  good  ?  By  its  test  we 
must  stand  or  fall,  and  therefore  the  greater  need  that  we  make  as  few  mis- 
takes as  possible.    Our  advance  guard  should  be  men,  good  and  true. 

••  Duty  be  thy  polar  gi^de ; 
Do  the  right  whatever  betide." 

We  are  not  antagonistic  to  the  Churches,  but  rather  parts  of  them,  and  in 
hearty  co-operation  in  word  and  deed.  Attempting  no  organized  opposition, 
we  seek  rather  to  raise  the  standard  of  piety  up  to  a  higher  and  broader  plain 
of  usefulness.  If  Churches  shall  be  established  as  the  result  of  our  labors,  the 
Lord  be  praised  ;  but  if  no  more  shall  be  done  than  to  atoaken  Churches  already 
formed  to  a  more  zealous  prosecution  of  their  legitimate  work,  much  will  have 
been  accomplished. 

The  sphere  of  our  daily  life  aflfords  labor  of  a  religious  character,  and  by  it 
we  touch  the  world,  and  exert  our  widest  influence.  In  our  churches  most  of 
the  work  is  done  on  Sundays,  and  on  Monday  morning  we  are  too  apt  to  throw 
ofi*  our  religion,  and  to  be  fully  absorbed  by  wordly  cares  and  pleasures  until 
Sabbath  morning  dawns  again ;  and  even  then  it  is  diflScult  to  lay  aside  the 
thoughts  that  have  engrossed  our  attention  during  the  week. 

As  a  people  we  are  too  busy  and  give  too  little  attention  to  recreation  and 
subjects  outside  of  our  regular  routine  of  business  ;  therefore  another  demand 
for  Y.  M.  C.  Associations — that  men  may  be  drawn  from  their  offices  and  count- 
ing rooms,  and  become  enlisted  in  something  which  will  not  only  benefit  the 
body,  but  also  the  soul. 

In  our  churches  some  labor  more  to  convert  Christian  men  to  their  own  sec- 
tarian views  than  sinners  to  Christ.  "  Do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time." 
"  Prove  all  things ;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  Andrew  Fuller  says,  "  Sin 
is  to  be  overcome,  not  so  much  by  maintaining  direct  opposition  to  it,  as  by  cul- 
tivating opposite  principles.  To  put  out  fire  apply  an  opposite  element — water, 
not  one's  hands.  To  kill  weeds  in  the  garden,  plant  it  with  good  seed."  So 
we  should  strive,  with  all  brotherly  love  and  forbearance,  to  remember  that 
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for  each  one  there  is  a  responsibility  to  work  in  the  Master's  vineyard — and,  to. 
day ^  not  next  Sunday. 

Under  the  parable  of  the  talents,  we  are  given  something  to  do— and  "  let  us 
not  be  weary  in  well  doing."  There  is  a  latent  power  in  the  churches  whicli 
needs  the  peculiarity  of  our  organization  to  develop.  Live  Associations  react 
upon  the  churches  and  mutual  good  follows. 

As  a  brother  said  at  the  Wisconsin  Convention,  "  The  Church  represents 
rather  the  different  regiments,  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  the 
consolidated  army.  We  should  use  every  kind  of  arm  of  the  service  that  will 
help  in  Christian  warfare^the  war  of  the  cannon  and  the  rattle  of  the  mus- 
ketry are  all  but  parts  of  the  whole  system.*' 

Our  religious  work — how  vast  in  its  aims,  yet  how  simple  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion !  In  the  great  fire  in  New  York  (in  183o)  there  was  an  abundant  supply 
of  water,  for  the  Atlantic  Ocean  was  near,  but  the  water  froze  in  the  conduct- 
ors, so  that  the  firemen  could  not  work  the  engines ;  thus,  in  Christian  expe- 
rience there  is  grace  and  love  sufficient— an  ample  provision — but  4iur  hearts 
become  chilled,  and  we  (the  conductors)  do  not  do  the  work. 

•'  Speak  truly,  aod  tUy  word 
ShaU  be  a  faithful  seed  ; 
Lire  truly,  and  th.v  life  shall  be 
A  great  and  noble  creed." 

"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature  "  is  a 
commission  given  to  all  disciples — laymen  as  well  as  the  clergy.  Give  time  as 
well  as  money.  Distribute  the  gospel,  for  how  shall  we  reach  the  masses 
without  ?  We  can  do  it  by  human  charities — a  loaf  of  bread  is  of  more  value  to 
a  hungry  man  than  a  bundle  of  tracts.  If  we  take  a  tract  in  one  hand,  let  us  be 
sure  to  have  bread  in  the  other  (or  something  to  buy  it  with),  for  we  may  need 
the  latter  first,  that  the  former  may  be  fully  appreciated.  The  heart  and  head 
are  often  reached  through  the  stomach.  Therefore  we  find  very  often,  in  towns 
where  no  other  benevolent  organizations  exist,  an  important  field  of  labor  in 
caring  for  the  bodily  as  well  as  spiritual  wants  of  the  community.  By  a  ju- 
dicious, well-organized  relief  department,  the  Christian  Associations  have  often 
obtained  their  best  recommendation  to  further  favor  and  consideration.  It  is 
well  to  secure  confidence  when  no  sacrifice  of  principle  is  made,  for  it  is  a  great 
help  to  know  that  you  have  the  sympathy  of  your  friends.  Who  is  my  neighbor? 
is  one  of  the  most  practical  questions  of  the  day  and  age.  Want,  and  not  prox- 
imity of  dwelling,  constitutes  neighborhood.  "  Behold  how  these  Christians 
love  one  another ! "  "  This  commandment  have  we  from  Him,  that  he  who 
loveth  God  love  his  brother  also.'  I  have  the  utmost  faith  in  the  success  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  provided  they  shall  cling  close  to  the  Rock 
^away  from  it  there  is  no  safety.  In  another  course  there  may  be  for  tlie  time 
greater  popularity  and  the  great  r  freedom  and  brilliancy  ;  but  it  will  soon  end 
in  complete  obliteration  of  the  real  Christian  element.  It  won*t  do  to  trust  en- 
tirely in  anything  else  to  guide  but  the  compass  given  us  by  the  Lord  himself. 

We  cannot  well  be  too  orthodox.  Better  err  in  this,  however,  than  to  make 
fatal  mistakes.     "  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate,"  &c. 

A  consistent  course  often  commands  more  respect  than  its  opposite,  even 
from  the  more  liberal  in  views.  There  is  danger  in  these  days  of  losing  our 
landmarks,  and  some  of  our  Christian  light  houses  (so  called)  send  out  a  very 
dim  li^ht.  As  many  crimes  are  committed  in  the  name  of  liberty,  so  many 
evils  are  practiced  in  the  name  of  Christianity.    One  of  the  dangerous  asser- 
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tions  of  the  day  is,  that  it  does  not  make  much  difference  what  one  believes,  pro^ 
vided  he  is  sincere. 

Many  regard  it  manly,  dignified,  to  doubt — ^to  be  sceptical,  and  able  to  argue 
as  to  the  existence  of  a  God  when  every  blade  of  grass  proves  it,  and  the  light 
and  heat  of  every  day  furnish  fresh  evidence  of  his  goodness. 

To  combat  false  theories,  and  worse  practices,  and  to  meet  the  many  state- 
ments advanced,  the  Christian  life  needs  abounding  grace,  and  a  continual  bur- 
nishing of  the  armor  of  truth.    To  watch  and  fight  and  pray  is  ours  to  do. 
"  Along  its  front  no  sabres  shine, 
No  blood  red  pennons  wave, 
Its  banner  bears  the  single  line, 
'  Our  duty  is  to  save.' " 

If  we  are  to  continue  Christian  and  are  parts  of  the  churches,  we  must  be  con- 
sistent. Cards  and  billiards  have  no  place  in  our  rooms ;  if  the  above  pre- 
mises are  correct,  we  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion.  The  leading  organ  of 
Unitarianism  in  the  United  States  {C?iristian  Inquirer) Bay »:  "The  future  of 
liberal  Christianity  depends  upon  whether  it  can  pray.  If  it  is  not  a  piety  as 
well  as  a  philosophy,  it  will  perish.*' 

Prayer,  brethren,  is  what  we  need ;  such  nearness  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
as  can  be  reached  only  by  the  effectual,  earnest  prayer. 

**  Prayer  is  the  Christian's  vital  breath^ 

The  Christian's  native  air, 
Bis  watchword  at  the  gates  of  death, 
He  enters  Heaven  with  prayer." 

Personal  consecration  we  must  have,  and  not  merely  a  sympathy.  Many 
wait  for  more  favorable  opportunities — God's  opportunity  is  the  present, 
freighted  as  it  is  with  untold  interest.  Others  engage  in  Christian  work  for 
dress  parade,  or  short-term  service,  and  not  for  the  campaign.  With  conse- 
cration,  we  should  have  earnestness,  and  steadfastness.  There  are  many  who 
will  work  well  for  a  time,  so  long  as  it  is  popular  to  do  so,  and  others  are  zeal- 
ous, but  amid  discouragements  and  criticism  they  often  become  cold  and  in- 
different. 

it  is  said  that  Queen  Victoria  visits  Prince  Albert's  tomb  at  Windsor  every 
day,  places  a  basket  of  treeh  flowers  near  it,  reads  a  chapter  in  the  Bible,  and 
ofiers  a  prayer.  Shall  we  not  learn  a  lesson  from  the  faithlulness  of  such  a 
loving  wife  and  Christian  queen,  to  do  our  duty  more  regularly,  never  forget- 
ing  what  we  have  received  from  Him  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother,  the 
Bedeemer  of  mankind  ? 

We  should  possess  more  living,  every  day  faith— a  confidence  that  what  God 
has  promised  Ue  will  fulfill  --entire  reliance  in  the  teachings  of  our  magna 
charta,  the  blessed  Bible,  and  Jesus  Christ,  the  hope  of  the  world. 

Not  only  be  good  but  do  good,  and  not  spend  too  much  time  in  discussion  ; 
for  some  more  humble  one  may  du  the  work  while  others  are  talking  about  it. 
We  have  too  much  theory  and  too  little  practice  in  our  Christian  life  and  often 
forget  the  practical  lessons  which  the  world  teaches  us. 

Every  effect  must  have  an  adequate  cause,  and  thus  personal  revival  is  often 
promoted  by  doing  good. 

We  can  get  along  without  our  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations,  but  do 
we  want  to  7  So  we  might  do  without  railroads  and  telegraphs,  but  the  pres- 
ent generation  would  hardly  exchange  them  for  the  stage  coaches  and  slow 
mails  of  tlieir  grandfathers.  There  are  more  temptations  now  than  there  were 
fifty  years  ago ;  60,000  young  men  go  down  to  drunkard's  graves  annually, 
and  ;iO,000  saloons  are  continuing  tue  work.    There  are  7,000,000  of  young 
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men  in  the  United  States,  and  onlj  850,000,  or  one-twentieth  of  them  are  pro- 
fessing the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  great  majoritj  of  these  jonng  men 
most  be  met  and  rescued  mainlj  hj  their  fellow  joung  men. 

During  the  war  we  were  deeply  interested  in  our  joung  men,  and  prayed 
for  their  safety,  as  they  marched  away  to  fight  our  battles ;  but  now  we  seem 
to  be  asleep.  Many  were  preserved  from  the  bullet  and  hospital  to  speedily 
fill  unhonored  graves  nearer  home.  Thousands  could  march  to  the  cannon's 
month  and  encounter  the  leaden  hail,  who  cannot  pass  the  open  door  of  the 
saloon  without  turning  in,  or  say  "  No,"  to  an  invitation  to  drink. 

We  live  preeminently  in  a  fast  age,  and  it  requires  considerable  courage  to 
repel  the  temptations  of  the  day,  and  not  only  courage,  but  faith  and  knowl- 
edge are  necessary. 

This  is  a  time  of  great  undertakings  in  the  material  world,  and  since  the 
completion  of  the  Atlantic  Cable,  and  Pacific  Railroad,  we  are  prepared  for 
almost  anything.  Our  national  securities  are  backed  up  by  large  landed  in* 
terests,  and  the  wealth  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  their  payment,  but  our 
Heavenly  securities  are  endorsed  by  the  Lord  himself,  whose  promises  cannot 
fSidl ;  if  either,  which  shall  we  accept  ?  Which  will  be  most  likely  to  pass  cur* 
rent  at  the  Treasury  of  Heaven  ? 

We  know  that  there  have  been  great  advances  in  the  material  world,  for 
we  are  enjoying  the  blessings  and  privileges  which  they  brought  to  us ;  but 
do  we  realize  as  fully  the  additional  opportunities  offered  us  for  Christian  labor, 
and  therefore  the  greater  need  from  the  greater  want  ?  Since  our  last  conven- 
tion, Rome  herself  has  opened  her  gates  to  us.  God  in  His  providence  is  open- 
ing the  way  in  the  Old  World  for  the  freedom  of  the  New.  The  Bible  is 
being  unchained,  and  men  are  worshipping  the  only  true  and  living  God. 
With  religious  liberty  at  the  heart,  we  have  good  reason  to  expect  healthy 
action  throughout  the  whole  system. 

Exactly  what  shall  be  our  providential  mission,  if  we  have  not  already  at- 
tained it,  I  opine  no  one  can  now  say ;  but  that  there  are  many  ways  opening  to 
us,  all  must  confess.  ^ 

But  we  need  not  to  look  beyond  our  own  shores — the  home  field. 

Thousands  are  coming  to  us,  and  most  of  them  are  young,  eager  to  accept 
our  proffered  assistance,  and  while  we  may  provide  for  their  bodies  in  home* 
steads  and  employment,  shall  we  neglect  their  souls?  Look  at  the  statistic* 
furnished  by  Commissioners  of  Emigration  at  Castle  Garden  alone,  and  we  can 
begin  to  understand  something  of  the  foreign  element  sent  to  us  annually.  In 
1869,  through  that  agency,  there  were  landed  at  New  York  nearly  260,000 
souls.  Some  come  with  their  religious  convictions  made  up,  and  will  aid  us,, 
but  the  most  sadly  need  our  outstretched  hand  of  Christian  brotherhood. 

There  is  a  process  of  higher  education  going  on  under  our  auspices  and  by 
means  of  our  reading-rooms  and  religious  literature ;  that  of  itself  is  worthy  of 
commendation.  We  are  learning  from  such  cases  as  that  of  Rulo£f,  that  we 
must  educate  the  heart  as  well  as  the  head,  or  our  knowledge  may  only  is. 
crease  our  sin.  Desirable,  however,  as  intellectual  improvement  may  be,  the 
spiritual  advancement  is  of  more  consequence.  The  two  can  be  built  up  to- 
gether, and  then  we  have  the  symmetry  of  a  beautiful  life.  In  many  of  our 
Colleges  and  Universities  Christian  Associations  have  been  formed,  and  it  seems 
eminently  fitting  that  young  men,  and  young  ladies  too,  should  be  properly 
prepared  for  contact  with  the  world  by  a  study  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  some 
knowledge  as  to  its  use  and  application.    The  nearer  we  can  think  and  aoi 
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alike,  the  more  fully  shall  we  exemplify  the  old  but  true  adage, "  In  anion 
there  is  strength." 

German  unity  was  one  marked  feature  of  German  success,  as  French  division 
was  of  French  defeat.  The  American  is  inorganic,  individual,  independent,  and 
needs  to  learn  a  lesson  from  the  military  success  of  the  nation  now  so  imporutnt 
in  European  politics. 

Now  if  our  strength  can  be  united  and  directed  in  the  grandest  of  efforts — 
the  acme  of  life,  the  salvation  of  the  perishing  around  us — what  can  we  not  do, 
or  who  shall  be  able  to  stand  against  us  ?  Do  not  misunderstand  me,  by  sup- 
posing that  I  would  place  any  instrumentality  before  the  Church  ordained  of 
God,  but  rather  as  desiring  the  results  indicated  that  the  Church  may  be  more 
victorious,  and  the  sooner  see  the  reward  of  her  labors. 

When  the  churches  of  the  land  shall  be  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  Christian 
Associations,  the  latter  should  cease  as  separate  organizations,  having  accom- 
plished their  mission ;  but  from  our  present  standpoint,  the  work  of  the  Church 
and  all  its  aids  constantly  increasing,  is  there  any  good  reason  to  expect  it  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  shall  we  not  welcome  every  such  agency,  as  eagerly  as 
fresh  regiments  are  received  when  an  army  are  in  need  of  assistance  to  save 
from  defeat  or  to  make  the  victory  more  complete  ? 
*'  My  rale,  be  on  thy  guard, 
Ten  thoasand  foes  arise, 
The  hosts  of  sin  are  pressing  bard 
To  draw  thee  from  the  skies." 

The  reefis  of  sin  are  all  around  us.  Intemperance  and  vice  in  every  form 
meet  us  continually ;  the  high  and  the  low  places  furnish  the  varied  attractions 
of  the  devil,  and  some  of  our  noblest  and  best  fall  victims.  Many  of  our  Asso- 
ciations fail  to  do  their  distmctive  work — to  reach  young  men  by  proper  influ- 
'Onces.  We  should  make  religion  cheerful,  for  many  are  restrained  from,  a 
public  profession  of  it  by  the  fear  of  a  loss  of  enjoyment  and  the  successful 
manner  by  which  some  of  our  cold-hearted  Christians  create  this  false  impres- 
sion. Wl^o  should  be  happier  than  the  Christian  ?  It  is  our  province  to  adopt 
whatever  methods  we  legitimately  can  to  attract  younger  men  to  our  Associa- 
tions, their  rooms  and  benefits.  In  this  way  we  shall  make  our  religious  work 
more  effective.  By  lectures,  concerts,  bible  classes,  temperance  bauds,  cottage, 
daily  and  weekly  prayer  meetings,  public  reading-rooms,  &c.,  we  can  carry  out 
the  intellectual,  social  and  spiritual  improvement  of  all  classes  and  sexes.  It  is 
important,  then,  for  a  substantial  success  of  Associations,  that  there  should  be 
thorough,  evangelical,  religious  work,  marked  by  a  careful  study  of  the  Bible ; 
by  wise  lay  effort,  and  well  ordered  and  spiritual  prayer-meetings. 

To  secure  these  results,  I  think  we  need  not  only  more  consecration  and 
•earnestness  in  the  work,  but  also  more  information  concerning  it.  The  query 
then  arises,  how  shall  this  be  obtained  ? 

There  are,  of  course,  various  ways  :  one  is  by  general  conventions  (both  In- 
ternational and  State)  where  practical  questions  may  be  discussed  and  new 
ideas  be  carried  back  to  local  Associations.  "  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors 
there  is  safety.'*  Another  way  is  by  a  proper  canvass  of  territory,  and  this  I 
believe  can  be  done  with  great  profit.  With  such  a  policy  carried  out  either 
by  general  or  State  Committees,  I  am  satisfied  we  should  have  a  larger  attend- 
ance at  our  State  Conventions,  and  more  interesting  and  profitable  sessions. 
In  Ohio,  a  canvass  has  already  been  made  of  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  and 
the  reports  from  there  are  very  cheering.  There  ought  to  be  a  rousing  up  and 
an  educating  of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Associations.    Old  As. 
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sodatioDS  need  reyiving,  and  new  ones  should  be  organized.  But  there  is 
still  another  way,  and  that  is  by  the  silent  power  of  the  press.  We  should 
regard  ourselves  far  behind  in  general  and  special  information  could  we  not 
have  our  daily  and  weekly  papers — both  religious  and  secular.  How,  then, 
can  we  well  do  without  the  regular  publication  of  the  Executive  Committee — 
The  Monthly— our  own  paper.  It  seems  to  me  quite  necessary  that  we 
should  sustain  it,  and  by  increased  patronage  enable  the  Committee  to  make  it 
a  still  better  medium  of  intelligence.  I  bespeak  for  it  a  most  cordial  support, 
as  one  of  the  best  agencies  for  creating  additional  efficiency  in  our  general 
work.  Besides  this  publication,  much  can  be  done  through  occasional  tracts, 
and  a  proper  distribution  of  cards  and  circulars.  If  a  business  man  desires  to 
inform  the  community  about  his  goods,  he  advertises ;  so  must  we  act  on  busi- 
ness principles,  catch  a  little  worldly  wisdom,  and  sow  broadcast  the  seeds  of 
Eternal  Truth. 

"  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might." 

"  Soldiers  of  Christ,  arise 

And  pnt  yonr  artaor  on. 
8tr*nK  in  the  strength  which  God  snpplies, 

Thro*  his  Eternal  Son  ; 
Strong  in  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 

And  in  His  mighty  power ; 
He  who  in  his  Kedeemer  trusts, 

Is  more  than  conqueror. 

"  Stand,  then,  in  His  great  might, 

With  all  His  strength  endued. 
Take  ye,  to  arm  you  for  the  fight, 

The  panoply  of  God 
Then  when  your  work  la  done 

And  all  your  conflicts  past, 
Te  shall  o'ercome,  thro'  Christ  alone, 

And  stand  entire  at  last." 

Mr.    Fernier,    Leeds,    England,     referred    to    his     visit    to 

America  in  company  with  another  member,  to  see  our  reh'gious 

life,  and  the  pleasure  and  profit  derived  from  his  operations,  and 

then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  work  in  Leeds.     He  said  : 

We  are  doing,  as  a  Toung  Men*s  Christian  Association,  a  great  work  in  the 
way  of  temperance.  Mr.  Hyne  Smith  has  a  dear  good  wife  who  helps  him. 
She  recommended  him  to  take  a  public  house.  We  did  so  in  the  very  heart  of 
town,  and  had  the  sign  painted  over,  caUing  it  "  The  British  Workmai^' 
No.  1."  It  was  a  public  house  without  the  drink.  We  have  rooms  in  it 
where  the  men  can  come  in  and  read  the  papers,  get  a  cup  of  tea  or  something 
to  eat  at  a  cheap  rate,  have  a  game  of  draughts  and  chess,  sit  and  have  a  little 
conversation,  and  where  God's  service  is  held.  No.  2  has  started,  and  Nos.  3, 
4,  5,  6,  7  and  8  in  the  town  of  Leeds  These  are  nearly  all  self  supporting.  If 
any  of  you  come  to  Leeds,  call  on  Mr.  Smith  and  learn  about  this  work.  I 
hope  you  will  do  likewise.  Get  hold  of  the  liquor  and  beer  saloons  and  turn 
them  into  places  of  this  character. 

J.  0.  Peck,  Springfield,  Mass. : 

I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  movement  which  says  that  *'  we  have  got  to 
bring  cards  and  billiard  tables  into  the  Associations.'*   It  is  not  necessary  for  us 
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in  Springfield ;  it  may  be  necessary  in  St.  Louis.  But  I  don't  believe  tbe  day 
is  ever  to  come  wben  we  bave  got  to  take  tbose  things  into  oar  rooms,  and  ask 
God's  blessing  upon  tbem. 

K  A.  Burnell,  Aurora,  111.: 

A  few  words  from  saloon  men.  I  bave  talked  witb  a  great  many  saloon 
men  in  Chicago,  and  I  bave  put  tbis  question  of  games  to  tbem.  And  these 
saloon  men,  drinking  men,  bave  advised  me  to  put  none  of  these  things  into 
TouDg  Men's  Christian  Association  Rooms.  I  have  taken  these  men  by  tbe 
hand  and  visited  these  saloons  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  with  the 
same  heartiness  and  freedom  have  they  listened  to  me.  Many  with  tears  in 
their  eyes.  It  is  a  question  of  manliness,  and  carrying  out  this  doctrine  every- 
where. 

R  R  McBurney,  New  York  City : 

How  can  we  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  religious  work  ?  Now,  I  take  it, 
that  this  Convention  was  held  in  order  to  answer  that  very  question. 
The  first  object  of  this  Association  is  to  lead  young  men  to  tbe  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  then  bow  are  we  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  this  work  ?  I  am  not 
going  to  discuss  the  question.  I  only  rise  to  get  the  minds  of  the  speakers 
upon  it.  This  amusement  question  was  settled  at  Montreal,  and  tbis  is  the 
first  time  it  has  been  introduced  into  our  Convention  since.  The  thing  is  to- 
day buried  in  our  Associations.  Let  us  now  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  we  can,  by 
careful  consideration  and  earnest  thought,  learn  how  we  can  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  organization.  We  must  increase  our  spirituality  and  pureness  of 
life.  I  believe  firmly,  that  as  all  our  members  cling  closely  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  are  decidedly  pronounced  in  relation  to  the  Christian  character  of 
our  work,  just  in  the  same  proportion  will  our  spiritual  work  be  increased. 

R  Weidensall,  Omaha: 

I  have  two  thoughts  to  ofier  with  regard  to  increasing  the  efficiency  of  our 
Associations.  I  believe  in  commencing  at  tbe  fountain  head.  Go  into  the  home 
organizations  in  tbe  country,  and  prepare  the  young  men,  before  being  sent  to 
the  city,  witb  Christian  principles  in  their  hearts.  There  should  be  an  organ- 
ization in  every  hamlet,  so  that  when  they  come  to  the  city  they  would  know 
our  Association,  and  where  they  could  go.  Another  thing.  When  we  go  into 
our  Young  Men*s  Christian  Associations  in  the  city,  let  us  go  there  with  a 
heart  full  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  because  it  is  only  this  heart  that  can  unlock 
a  heart  full  of  sin. 

R  M.  Moore,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. : 

I  don*t  care  what  your  attractions  are,  you  cannot  save  souls  unless  a  large 
portion  of  your  members  know  Christ  experimentally. 

A  few  other  delegates  made  brief  remarks  on  the  subject, 
when 

Vice-President  Barnard,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee, 
presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Rewlted,  That  this  Sixteenth  Annual  International  Convention  of  United 
States  and  British  Provinces  cannot  consent  to  close  these  most  interesting  ses- 
sions without  extending  grateful  acknowledgment  of  our  indebtedness  to  tbose 
who  have  contributed  so  largely  to  render  our  sessions  so  profitable  and  the 
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dele^^atefl  so  comfortable.  To  the  Washington  Aseodation,  for  their  generons 
and  welcome  reception  and  entertainment.  To  Mr.  A.  S.  Pratt  and  familj,  for 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  delegates  were  fed  at  noon  daring  the 
session  of  the  Convention.  To  the  citizens,  for  their  kindness  and  ample  hos- 
pitalitj.  To  the  hotels,  for  their  redaced  prices.  To  the  Pastors,  Tmstees  and 
members  of  the  Gonirregational,  Protestant,  Methodist  and  Calvary  Baptist 
Churches,  for  having  kindlj  placed  their  edifices  at  our  disposal.  To  the  Press 
of  Washington,  whose  columns  have  been  so  largelj  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  Convention.  To  the  citizens  generally,  who  have  manifested  their  in- 
terest in  the  good  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  by  their  attendance  upon  our 
sessions  not  only,  but  by  their  many  kind  and  encouraging  words  and  acts  to 
individual  members.  To  one  and  all  we  are  under  lasting  obligations ;  and 
may  the  blessing  of  God  rest  upon  this  city — the  nation*8  capital — and  upon 
all  the  Associations  represented  here,  and  upon  all  Christian  organizations 
throughout  the  land. 

H.  J.  Cowles,  of  Wisconsin,  oflfered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  due  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered,  to  the  President  of  this  Convention,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner 
in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  sessions  of  the  Convention.  Also,  to  all  the 
officers  associated  with  him,  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they 
have  performed  their  duties. 

The  congregation  sang, 

"  Wake,  my  soul." 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  President,  and  after  the  Benediction 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Reed,  at  10 J  P.  M.,  the  Convention  adjourned. 


FAREWELL  SERVICE. 
Sunday  Evening. 
The  farewell  meeting  of  the  Convention  was  held  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  At  eight  o'clock  the  church  was  crowded, 
while  platform,  aisles,  and  every-  available  place  for  standing 
room  were  also  packed  by  the  delegates  and  their  friends.  The 
services  were  opened  by  singing, 

"  We  praise  Thee,  0  God." 
President  Wanamaker  referred  to  the  number  of  persons  who 
had  asked  for  prayer  in  their  behalf,  at  the  many  services  of  the 
day,  manifesting  the  prevailing  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
called  upon  the  Rev.  0.  S.  Dane,  of  Michigan,  to  offer  prayer. 
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The  hymns, 

"  More  love  to  tliee,  O  Christ/' 

and 

"  Rescue  the  perishing," 

were  then  sung. 

The  Rev.  J.  0.  Peck,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  read  a  portion  of 
Scripture,  and  oflFered  prayer. 

President  Wanarnaker  said : 

Dear  brethren  of  the  Convention  :  Our  sessions  are  now  drawing  to  a  close. 
We  can  scarcely  believe  that  the  time  has  all  gone,  and  jet  we  assemble  to- 
night to  speak  the  parting  words.  We  have  missed  some  brothers  whom  we 
have  met  at  so  many  Conventions.  But  there  has  been  One  ever  present— the 
Son  of  Man  himself  has  been  here.  How  often  our  hearts  have  felt  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  passeth  by.  Let  us  hope  to-night,  as  we  say  the  sad  words  of  parting, 
that  Jesus  will  stand  on  the  shore  to  weldSme  every  one  of  us  at  the  last  part 
ing  from  this  world ;  making  us  more  sensible  of  His  presence  than  even  in 
the  hours  through  which  we  have  passed.  After  we  shall  sing  another  hymn 
the  dear  brethren  that  have  been  selected,  whose  names  I  will  mention,  repre- 
senting the  different  parts  of  the  land,  will  speak  to  us  ;  and  let  us  pray  for 
them  that  the  words  they  shall  speak  to  us  may  be  God's  messenger  to  us. 

The  hymn 

"  Stand  up  for  Jesus  " 
was  then  sung,  when 

John  I.   Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  addressed  the  meeting,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President  and  dear  Friends — ^In  opening  the  addresses  of  the  evening, 
allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  of  practical  business  signification,  leaving  all  the 
fine  thoughts  and  eloquent  expressions  to  those  who  can  say  them  so  much 
l)etter  than  I  can.  I  would  like  to  leave  a  few  sentences  here  for  you  to  carry 
away  with  you  to' your  homes.  We  have  met  together  these  four  or  five  days 
to  consult  upon  a  very  important  work.  Not  to  talk  about  our  Christian  ex- 
perience, about  what  we  have  realized  or  done,  nor  even  especially  about  our 
hopes,  but  about  our  work.  Now  we  are  going  home.  Dear  brethren,  let  us 
go  home  to  loork.  Remember  that  our  work  is  not  general  Christian  work, 
that  it  is  not  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  masses,  not  the  diffusion  of  evangeli- 
cal knowledge,  but  for  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  Let  us  keep  this 
continually  before  us,  that  our  work  is  for  young  men.  Let  us  do  it  without 
thinking  that  we  thereby  contract  in  any  way  the  field  of  our  labor.  I  think 
the  most  important  work  that  any  one  can  engage  in  is  the  salvation  of  young 
men.  They  are  coming  up  from  the  families  and  from  the  Sabbath  schools 
year  after  year,  going  forth  with  all  the  hopes  and  glorious  aspirations  of  man- 
hood. Just  there,  where  society  receives  and  attracts  them,  where  commerce 
and  other  avocations  stretch  out  their  hands  to  them,  just  there  we  in  the  Asso- 
ciations must  get  hold  of  them  ;  just  there  where  temptation  comes  bo  strong  to 
them — and  how  many  of  them  tremble  and  fall— just  there,  where  the  hopes 
and  aspirations  are  the  grandest  and  noblest,  where  the  possibilities  are  so 
great ;  we  can  hardly  imagine  how  grea*  they  are.  Let  us  shut  our  eyes  to  it  if 
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we  can,  it  is,  notwithstanding,  the  fact  that  many  of  the  ordinary  appliances  of 
the  Church  do  not  reach  them  ;  just  there  it  is  true  that  there  can  be  no  influ 
ence  brought  to  bear  upon  them  so  strong  as  the  influence  of  other  young 
men.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  closing  wprds  I  should  say  to  this  Convention  is 
that  our  special  work  is  by  young  men  for  young  men.  Let  me  entreat  Ihe 
brethren  here  to  go  home  to  engage  in  this  work.  Do  it  by  some  plan — a  poor 
plan  is  better  than  no  plan.  Let  us  get  together  in  a  little  room  by  ourselves 
and  ask  God  to  guide  us  before  starting  forward,  and  get  our  Associations  to 
decide  upon  some  plan  of  work.  Dear  brethren,  we  are  about  separating.  Let 
the  Convention  leave  its  impress  upon  our  souls  and  hearts,  as  we  have  come 
near  to  Christ  and  become  stronger  for  the  work  God  has  given  us  to  do. 

A.  H.  Nelson,  of  New  Orleans,  followed  : 

Mr.  President  and  my  Brethren — The  review  has  closed.  The  eye  of  the 
great  Captain  of  our  Salvation  has  rested  upon  us.  Our  weapons  have  been  in- 
spected. Now  we  return  to  the  North,  to  the  South,  to  the  East  and  to  the 
West,  to  meet  the  great  adversary  face  to  face.  Before  us  lies  one  more  year's 
work  for  Jesus.  Are  we  ready  for  the  task  ?  Are  we  better  prepared  than  we 
were  before  we  came  up  to  this  Convention  ?  If  so,  brethren,  our  coming  to- 
gether here  has  not  been  in  vain.  If  we  have  learned  to  prize  more  highly  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  if  we  have  learned  to  merge  the  individual  in  the 
Christian,  and  forget  in  this  great  sea  of  brotherhood  all  things  that  may  sep- 
arate us,  our  lesson  has  been  well  learned.  I  see  before  me  the  great  work  of 
the  Master.  We  go  back  to  our  several  places  of  labor  better  prepared  for  the 
duties  that  lie  before  us.  As  we  pass  along  we  may  raise  our  poor  brother  from 
the  gutter  and  elevate  him  to  an  intelligent  and  upright  manhood.  More  than 
that,  we  may  have  learned  how  best  to  lead  him  to  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Upon 
the  part  of  the  delegates  of  the  South,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell. 

"  Oh,  could  I  speak  the  matchless  worth  " 
was  then  sung,  after  which 

H.  A.  Sherwin,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  made  a  few  remarks : 
My  dear  brother  Delegates  and  Christian  Friends — Although  I  have  been 
privileged  to  attend  quite  a  number  of  these  Conventions,  yet  I  never  have 
felt  at  the  close  of  one  of  them  that  I  have  been  blessed  with  so  much  of  the 
fullness  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  my  own  heart  as  now,  with  such  a  feeling  of  God's 
blessing  in  my  soul  that  I  believe  I  will  carry  with  me  to  my  home  and  apply 
to  my  work. 

By  request,  H.  Thane  Miller  sang 

"  I  love  to  tell  the  story.'* 

Matthew  Hodder,  of  London,  England,  was  the  next  speaker. 

We  have  a  great  deal  of  machinery  at  work,  but  I  say  to  my  beloved  friends 
that  we  shall  not  do  a  great  deal  in  the  world  unless  we  attend  to  the  power 
which  works  the  machinery.  It  depends  upon  you  and  me  personally  as  to  the 
power  we  possess  from  God,  as  to  whether  our  Association  shall  prosper  hence- 
forth. Jesus  came  into  the  world  that  we  might  have  life  and  that  life  more 
abundantly. 

Let  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  have  the  full  possession  of  our  souls.  No  will  of 
our  own  whatever.  May  I  do  nothing  until  he  tells  me  to  do  it.  My  dear 
friends,  we  go  into  all  sorts  of  things ;  sometimes  push  ourselves  into  them  ; 
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Ood  don't  Bend  us  into  them,  and  God  don't  help  ug.  We  must  wait  upon  God 
every  hour  of  the  day  in  a  relation  of  personal  nearness  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  We 
must  wait  for  his  word,  for  the  still  small  voice  to  say  it  is  the  time.  My  dear 
brethren,  when  God  leads  us  into  this  blessed  possession,  entire  devotedness  to 
Christ,  I  shall  never  fear  but  you  shall  go  on  prospering  and  to  prosper. 

E.  G.  Andrews,  of  Brooklyn  : 

To  devise  plans,  to  gird  ourselves  for  new  enterpri<aes,  all  this  is  well,  but 
the  work  lies  yet  before  us.  We  have  been  as  it  were  on  the  Mount  of  Com- 
munion, we  would  come  down  now  to  the  plain  that  we  might  cope  in  the 
divine  strenfirth  with  all  the  sin  which  so  curses  this  poor  world  of  ours.  There 
are  two  difficulties,  it  seems  to  me,  likely  to  hinder  the  work  which  this  Con- 
vention has  met  in  order  to  forward.  1.  The  tendency  all  through  society  to 
rely  upon  organization  rather  than  upon  individual  effort.  We  are  in  an  age 
of  Associations  and  organizations.  We  do  not  pretend  to  do  anything  in  these 
days  as  individuals.  Now,  brethren,  it  ?eems  to  me  the  whole  aim  of  such  or- 
ganizations is  simply  to  inspire  and  direct  individual  effort,  and  nothing  else. 
Until  that  point  be  clearly  apprehended  by  us,  these  enterprises  and  all  these 
clustering  series  of  Associations  will  fail  to  accomplish  the  work  they  are  to 
do.  We  ought  to  watch  that  point  very  carefully.  2.  The  tendency  to  under- 
rate our  especial  individual  usefulness.  Many  a  man  thinks  I  can  do  nothing. 
He  is  like  the  man  that  had  one  talent,  bringing  the  talent  hid  in  a  napkin 
and  receiving  the  censure,  *•  Thou  wicked  and  slothful  servant."  My  brethren, 
let  me  encourage  you  to  do  little  things.  It  is  the  lifting  up  of  one  life  by  the 
efforts  of  an  entire  lifetime  that  does  God's  work  in  the  world.  Who  of  us  can 
tell  what  is  the  great  work  and  what  the  small  ? 

The  hymn 

"  Work,  for  the  Night  is  Coming," 
was  then  sung. 

L.  Gaetz,  of  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  spoke  of  the  life  of  St  Paul 
as  full  of  inspiration  to  us  in  our  work,  and  bade  the  brethren 
farewell 

W.  Howard  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  by  request,  sang 
'*  We  Shall  Know  Each  Other  There." 

D.  W.  Glass,  of  Baltimore,  oflfered  prayer. 

O.  S.  Dane,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  followed,  briefly  speaking 
of  work,  referring  to  the  cordial  harmony  that  had  prevailed  in 
the  Convention  through  the  abiding  presence  of  the  Master. 

Vice-President  Barnard  said : 

There  is  a  single  thought  upon  my  mind  which  I  can  only  express  in  the 
Apostle's  words :  **  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God  that  ye  pre- 
sent your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  unto  God  which  is  your 
reasonable  service."  The  injunction,  dear  brethren,  has  been  left  to  you  and 
to  me.  We  are  not  to  do  for  the  Master  that  which  is  easy,  that  which  costs 
us  nothing,  that  requires  no  exertion  ;  but  we  are  to  work  for  Christ.  We  are 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  army  of  the  Lord.  Let  us  work  for  Christ.  Let  us  in 
all  things  be  practical,  living  examples  of  Christ. 
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R  R  McBurney,  of  New  York,  followed : 

My  mind  was  directed  to-night,  while  Dr.  Andrews  was  speaking,  to  per- 
sonal work  in  connection  with  our  Association.  We  can  never  dwell  too  fre- 
qnently  upon  this  theme.  For  just  in  proportion  as  we  Individ uallj  labor,  will 
the  work  of  Christ  go  forward  in  our  Associations.  Then  I  thought,  oh !  what 
dry  work  it  is  to  labor  in  connection  with  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
unless  we  have  a  natural  and  positive  individual  connection  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  unless  we  are  in  full  and  frequent  sympathy  with  Him,  dili- 
gent and  careful  students  of  His  Word.  And  there  is  nothing  in  all  the  world 
that  will  better  fit  us  for  the  work  to  which  we  have  pledged  ourselves  in  this 
Association  than  this  one  thing.  Just  in  proportion  as  we  study  it,  will  we  drink 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Master.  And  this  spirit  we  need  to  enable  as  to  accom- 
plish anything  for  Him.  Then,  too,  I  think  sometimes  in  our  meetings  per- 
haps there  is  a  little  harshness  in  our  spirit,  perhaps  in  speaking  about  con- 
verting men,  and  in  speaking  to  unconverted  men — ^a  good  deal  of  censure  in 
our  hearts  and  sharpness  in  our  manner.  It  very  much  hinders  the  work.  Oh, 
let  us  be  careful  as  we  go  home  to  our  Associations,  to  do  this  work  in  a  spirit 
of  the  warmest,  truest  kindness  of  gentleness  and  of  love. 

We  ought  to  be  very  patient  with  the  young  men  who  join  our  Associations ; 
many  of  them  are  inexperienced,  and  when  put  on  committees  go  to  work  in  a 
bungling  manner.  Let  us  who  have  more  experience  be  patient  with  them. 
Take  them  by  the  hand  and  tell  them  how  to  do  the  work.  Watch  and  guide 
them  and  lead  them  into  usefulness.  In  this  way  we  will  make  all  of  our  As- 
sociations thoroughly  effective.  Now,  brethren,  there  are  a  good  many  of  us 
here  who  are  Directors  in  our  Associations  at  home.  Let  us  see  to  it  during 
this  year  that  we  are  present  at  every  prayer-meeting  held  in  our  Associations 
as  far  as  possible.  Let  us  determine  to  devote  some  part  of  each  day  to  the 
work  of  the  Association.  If  there  is  an  Association  in  your  neighborhood  not 
represented  in  the  Convention,  if  they  are  cold,  go  to  them  and  warm  them  up, 
and  don't  be  satisfied  by  merely  stirring  up  the  meeting  that  receives  the  dele- 
gates on  their  return.  Tell  them  what  a  good  time  we  have  had  here,  and 
how  it  has  strengthened  our  hearts.  Oh,  that  God  would  help  the  Associations 
of  this  land  that  so  through  the  year  multitudes  of  young  men  through  our 
instrumentality  might  be  brought  this  year  into  a  saving  acquaintance  with 
the  Lord  Jesus.    This  is  my  earnest  prayer. 

Ira  Sankey  sang 

"  Scatter  Seeds  of  Kindness." 

General  O.  O.  Howard  was  introduced : 

His  speech  had  been  made  by  those  who  had  preceded  him.  He  could  say 
Amen  to  their  exceUent  and  able  portraitures  of  truth.  Then,  referring  to  the 
opposition  to  the  Association  work,  he  said  it  comes  mainly  from  two  sources — 
opposition  of  ridicule  and  scorn,  which  is  always  intensified  when  the  Spirit 
of  Qod  is  present.  The  more  we  find  people  writing  infidel  words  and  speak- 
ing harsh  and  unkind  things  in  such  a  time  as  this,  the  more  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God  is  at  work,  and  that  Satan  is  more  active  than 
usual  on  account  of  it. 

There  is  another  class  of  opposition  that  comes  fh>m  the  churches  and  pas- 
tors. But  they  would  find  that  the  most  active  men  in  the  Association  were 
the  most  active  in  the  churches.  And,  what  is  the  Church  of  Christ  ?  It  is 
made  up  of  the  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  living  and  dead.    It  is 
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made  up  of  those  whose  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb*8  Book  of  Life,  whether 
we  know  them  or  not. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  Church 
of  Christ.  Some  one  said  the  other  daj  that  the  Church  is  ordained  of  God, 
and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  sprung  from  men.  There  is  no 
sucli  division.  It  cannot  be  made.  To  the  returning  delegates  he  said :  "  Go 
from  this  cHy  with  a  different  feeling  from  what  you  have  ever  had  with  re- 
ference to  the  place.  Know  that  God  is  feared  and  loved  here  ;  that  he  has  not 
left  Himself  without  a  witness ;  that  in  process  of  time  we  will  banish  the 
groggeries,  the  low  holes  of  vice,  and  make  this  a  centre  of  truth  and  hoMness, 
as  well  as  a  centre  of  political  power.'' 

Of  the  Southern  delegates,  he  said :  "  We  love  them  because  they  belong  to 
Christ ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  belong  to  Christ  <hey  must  go  with  us ;  say 
to  them  that  we  will  always  welcome  them." 

H.  Thane  Miller  and  W.  Howard  Doane  sang  the  duet 
"  Where  do  you  Journey,  my  Brother  Y* 

President  "Wanamaker  then  delivered  the  closing  address,  re- 
ferring with  thanks  to  the  harmony  and  Christian  sympathy  that 
has  characterized  all  the  sessions  of  the  Convention.  He  desired 
to  leave  in  Washington  City,  for  the  whole  United  States  to  gaze 
upon,  no  better  commentary  on  the  power  and  the  beauty  of 
their  blessed  religion  than  this.  He  had  read  the  "  Evidences 
of  Christianity,"  but  he  would  ask  those  out  of ^  Christ  to  take 
these  as  one  of  the  best  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  They 
could  not  repay  the  great  debt  they  owed  to  the  brethren  of 
Washington,  but  he  trusted  that  they  would  be  very  near  each 
other.  He  hoped  thev  would  go  home  to  work  for  Christ,  not 
for  glory,  but  for  the  blessed  name  of  Jesus ;  live  not  for  self,  but 
•  for  others. 

Let  us  now  join  in  the  closing  prayer  by  Brother  Miller,  who 
will  remember  the  requests  for  special  prayers  that  have  been 
handed  in. 

After  the  prayer,  Wilkie  sang 

"  Go  Work  in  My  Vineyard." 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Eankin,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
made  a  few  remarks  and  pronounced  the  Benediction. 
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REPORT 


To  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  MenHs  Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces : 

At  the  four  preceding  Conventions  the  reports  of  the  Executive 
Committee  have  set  forth  with  considerable  fullness  the  views  of 
its  members,  (for  thej  are,  and  ever  have  been,  in  entire  accord 
upon  all  matters  of  moment)  concerning  the  work,  the  progress, 
and  the  policy  of  the  Associations  and  the  Conventions.  There 
has  been  no  change  in  the  position  of  our  Societies  during  the 
current  year  which  has  not  confirmed,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
CJommittee,  all  the  opinions  and  arguments  formerly  advanced  in 
its  reports.  The  Committee  has  no  change  to  suggest ;  it  will 
not  repeat  arguments  or  conclusions  heretofore  advanced.  Nor, 
will  the  work  of  the  year  be  reviewed  in  detail  Some  more 
prominent  matters  only  will  be  noticed. 

I. — The  condition  of  State  work  is  not  presented  as  fully  in  the 
reports  of  Corresponding  Members  as  the  Committee  had  ex- 
pected. Reports  have  been  received  in  time  for  the  press  from 
only  seventeen  States  and  Provinces,  viz.,  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
chusetts, New- York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Ohio,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  District  of  Columbia,  Indi- 
ana, Minnesota — these  are  subjoined. 

XL — ^Local  Conventions  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  (Nova  Scotia,  &c.,)  Canada,  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New-York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  sixteen  in  all,  of  which  twelve 
were  attended  by  some  member  of  this  Committee,  three  by 
prominent  Association  men  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  and  at 
one,  Ohio,  the  Committee  was  in  no  way  represented.  The 
member  of  the    Committee  who  attended  the  Convention   at 
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Charlottetown  visited  as  many  of  the  Associations  at  the  far  East 
as  possible  during  his  trip.  The  member  of  the  Committee  who 
attended  the  Wisconsin .  Convention  visited  a  large  number  of 
Associations  in  the  course  of  his  journey,  making  Cincinnati. 
Chicago,  St  Paul,  Janesville,  and  St  Louis  the  initial  points. 
M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids,  represented  the  Committee  at  the 
Iowa  Convention,  Dr.  Verranus  Morse  at  Michigan,  R  C.  Morse 
at  New  Hampshire ;  he  also  attended,  with  members  of  the 
Committee,  six  other  Conventions.  Robert  Weidensall  repre- 
sented the  Committee  at  the  Indiana  Convention,  and  he  attended 
two  other  Conventions  with  members  of  the  Committee.  These 
Conventions  are  not  conducted  in  all  sections  upon  the  same 
general  plan,  and  in  view  of  the  importance  of  these  gatherings 
as  a  part  of  our  work,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Convention  set 
apart  some  portion  of  its  sessions  for  the  consideration  of  this 
topic :  State  Conventions,  their  importance,  and  the  best  mode  of 
conducting  them. 

III.— Concerning  the  *'  Monthly  "  a  detailed  statement  was 
presented  at  the  last  Annual  Convention.  Little  more  than  an 
abstract  of  the  same  is  deemed  necessary  now.  In  view  of  the 
rapid  multiplication  of  our  Associations,  and  the  wide  extent  of 
territory  occupied  by  them,  the  "  Monthly  "  which  was  called 
into  existence  at  Portland,  and  fully  endorsed  at  Indianapolis, 
seems  to  be  indispensible.  Without  it  we  should  have  no 
adequate  medium  of  communication,  and  the  knowledge  of  each 
Association  would  be  limited,  in  a  great  measure,  to  its  own  ex- 
perience, while  with  it  the  experience  of  each  is  made  available 
to  all ;  and  thus  the  failure  of  one  becomes  a  warning,  and  the 
successes  of  another  an  incentive  to  a  thousand  others.  It  is 
needed  also  to  harmonize  effort,  and  maintain  unity  of  purpose 
and  action,  if  we  desire  to  consolidate  our  Associations  into  a 
bulwark  of  Christian  strength,  or  marshal  them  into  an  army  of 
Christian  progress,  and  it  is  needed  to  make  known  our  work 
and  purposes  to  Pastors  and  others  whose  intelligent  co-opera- 
tion is  essential. 

But  to  make  it  of  use  as  a  medium  of  communication,  an  edu- 
cator of  the  membership,  and  an  exponent  of  our  work,  it  mast 


be  both  published  and  circulated.  To  secure  these  results  one 
of  three  things  must  be  done.  Its  subscription  list  must  be  in* 
creased  by  the  immediate  efforts  of  Associations  among  their  own 
members  and  others ;  or  a  publication  fund  must  be  raised  to 
sustain  it  while  it  works  its  way  more  slowly ;  or  Associations 
must  subscribe  for  it  and  distribute  it  according  to  their  own  dis- 
cretion. The  first  method  is  believed  to  be  preferable ;  it  would 
not  only  put  the  "  Monthly  "  into  the  hands  of  the  membership 
at  once,  but  it  would  secure  the  funds  needed  for  its  publication, 
by  the  simple  payment  of  individual  subscriptions,  from  year  to 
year,  without  further  appeal  to  the  Associations ;  and  in  addition 
to  this,  it  would  produce  an  income  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
general  work  devised  by  the  Convention.  But  the  "  Monthly  " 
is  devoted  exclusively  to  a  single  purpose  and  cannot,  like  pop- 
ular magazines,  appeal  to  all  classes  for  support ;  its  circulation 
is  limited  to  our  Associations,  and  virtually  to  those  members 
only  who  are  or  can  be  interested  in  Association  work.  This 
may  make  a  fund  necessary  for  a  time. 

The  issue  has  been  six  thousand  copies  monthly  for  the  current 
year.  If  there  is  an  increase  in  the  subscriptions,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  such  as  may  rightfully  be  expected,  we 
shall  be  able  to  close  the  second  year  of  the  paper  free  from 
debt  in  its  behalf  But  the  Committee  indulges  the  hope  that  the 
action  of  this  Convention  will  place  this  matter  beyond  any  doubt, 
by  enabling  it  to  continue  the  publication  upon  a  basis  which  will 
secure  a  large  increase  in  the  subscription  list.  The  cost  of  pub- 
lication is  little  less  than  nine  hundred  dollars  per  month  ;  this 
must  be  met  with  regularity. 

IV. — The  Western  Agent,  Mr.  Weidensall,  has  prosecuted  his 
work  with  great  thoroughness  in  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  Indi- 
ana, in  cooperation  with  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the 
Committee  resident  in  those  States.  His  routes  were  planned  by 
them,  they  opened  correspondence  with  persons  in  the  principal 
cities  in  regard  to  his  mission,  and  rendered  all  the  assistance  in 
their  power.  The  results  are  partially  testified  in  his  report  which 
is  subjoined ;  the  correspondence  of  the  Committee  shows,  how- 
ever, that  much  more  might  properly  have  been   said.     From  aU 
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sections  of  these  States  there  has  come  up  a  uniform  testimony  to 
great  benefits  and  the  encouragements  derived  from  his  visits. 

Mr.  Weidensall  also  visited  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  but  arrange- 
ments not  having  been  made  for  him,  he  could  accomplish  but 
little.  He  accordingly  passed  hastily  over  these  States  after  com- 
pleting his  work  in  Wisconsin,  and  then  proceeded  to  Michigan, 
from  thence  to  Indiana,  where  he  has  labored  until  the  20th  inst. 

During  the  year  he  has  travelled  five  thousand,  five  hundred 
miles,  assisted  in  organizing  sixteen  Associations,  seven  in  insti- 
tutions of  learning. 

The  Committee  is  satisfied  that  the  Convention  should  in  some 
way  provide  for  a  thorough  system  of  visitation.  The  money 
should  be  at  hand  to  sustain  at  least  another  agent  Mr.  Weid- 
ensall is  now  urgently  called  for  in  at  least  three  of  the  Northern 
States,  while  those  most  interested  in  the  rising  Associations  at 
the  South  insist  that  he  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  that  work,  and 
that  his  Winter  should  be  employed  in  aiding  the  brethren  there. 
But  three  local  Conventions  have  as  yet  attempted  to  carry  out 
the  work  of  visitation  within  their  own  jurisdiction ;  under  none 
has  the  work  been  thoroughly  done.  As  to  all  the  rest  the  call 
is  urgent  upon  this  Convention  to  provide  for  it 

Y. — Arrangements  were  made  with  H.  Thane  Miller  and  John 
H.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  to  make  a  tour  of  the  South  in  behalf  of 
the  Associations.  Mr.  Miller's  health  failed,  and  the  plan  was 
abandoned.  Later  in  the  season  a  member  of  the  Committee  was 
enabled  to  spend  some  five  weeks  in  the  principal  cities  and 
towns  in  efforts  to  increase  the  interest  in  Association  work. 
This,  however,  involved  the  Committee  in  no  expense  whatever. 

VI. — The  Life  Membership  Certificate,  ordered  at  the  last  Con- 
vention, has  been  completed.  One  thousand  copies  were  printed. 
The  lowest  prices  at  which  they  can  be  sold,  and  save  the  Con- 
vention, is  thirty-five  cents  each  and  postage.  236  have  already 
b3en  disposed  of  The  Committee  has  heard  no  complaints,  and 
it  is  believed  the  certificate  is  everywhere  received  with  favor. 

*VII. — ^The  Manual  of  Associations  has  not  been  completed. 
TBhe  Committee  has  not  received  such  a  general  expression  of 
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views  upon  some  of  the  matters,  felt  to  be  important  to  be  in- 
cluded in  it,  as  to  render  it  wise  to  issue  it  during  the  past  year. 
It  is  partly  completed,  and  the  Committee  hopes  to  make  such 
arrangements  during  this  Convention  as  to  insure  the  publication 
of  this  much  needed  pamphlet  before  the  close  of  the  Summer. 

VIII. — It  is  not  thought  desirable  to  present  any  other  than 
the  following  brief  summary  of  some  of  the  items  in  the  reports 
of  the  Associations.  They  will  be  exhibited  at  large  in  the 
tabulated  statement  appended  to  the  report 

1.  There  are  now  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  Associations 
on  the  roll.  Eighty  one  have  been  organized  during  the  present 
year.  One  hundred  and  nine  have  been  stricken  from  the  list,  as 
disbanded. 

2.  There  are  now  twenty-one  Association  buildings  on  the  Con- 
tinent Seven  have  been  added  to  the  list  this  year.  Twenty- 
one  have  building  funds,  twenty-three  more  than  last  year. 
Buildings  and  building  funds  now  amount  to  $1,846,501. 

'  3.  Three  hundred  and  eleven  Associations  report  to  this 
Convention,  with  an  average  membership  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety,  against  one  and  fifty -six  hundred  of  last  year. 

There  has  been  no  great  addition  to  the  number  of  Associa- 
tions toe  past  year.  The  present  enumeration  is  believed  to 
be  accurate.  In  everything  that  goes  to  make  a  real  advance 
there  is  much  to  encourage.  In  the  two  Provinces  and  five 
States,  where  there  has  been  a  fair  attempt  at  general  work, 
progress  has  been  most  satisfactory.  The  working  Associations 
have  increased  in  strength  and  aggressive  power.  The  additions 
to  their  working  force  have  been  considerable,  and  there  has  been 
quiet,  but  most  earnest  and  profitable,  religious  interest  There 
have  been  many  conversions.  The  abandonment  of  Associations,, 
reported  as  active  one  year  ago,  has  been  almost  wholly  among 
those  which  hardly  contemplated  the  prosecution  of  a  strict 
Association  work,  as  defined  in  our  Constitutions  Many  of 
them  had  a  limited  field  of  service,  and  no  efforts  were  made  by 
neighboring  Associations  to  encourage  or  teach  those  seeking  to 
engage  in  the  work.     Your  Committee  could  not  reach  them* 
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and  hence  discouragement,  and  shortly  surrender.  The  Asso- 
ciation cause  was  never  so  strong  on  this  Continent  as  it  is 
to-day.  It  never  commanded  so  much  money;  never  had  so 
strong  a  hold  as  now  upon  public  sympathy ;  never  have  Asso- 
ciation men  seen  so  cleaily  as  now,  that  it  is  their  overshadowing 
duty  in  these  Societies,  to  labor  primarily,  chiefly,  always  for  the 
salvation  of  young  men ;  and  never  has  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  more  richly  blessed  their  efforts  than  in  the  year  now 
closed. 

IX.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Report  of  the 
Treasurer : 

The  Committee  had  on  hand  at  the  last  report $3,865  94 

Subscriptions  received  at  Indianapolis  and  paid 1,966  33 

Sale  of  Annual  Report 808  82 

From  sale  of  Life  Membership  Certificate 78  93 

Sundries 216  73 

$5,936  27 

EZPBNDSD. 

Salary  of  Mr.  Weidensall $875  00 

Travelling  Expenses 183  85 

Expenses  of  the  Monthly 1,250  00 

Travelling  Expenses  of  persons  attending  Conventions  at  invitation 

of  the  Committee 354  91 

Publishing  Annual  Report,  &c 648  93 

Life  Membership  Stone 510  70 

Printing,  Postage,  and  Stationery 679  97 

H.  C.  Riley,  Work  in  Mexico,  as  per  Subscription 50  00 

John  Vassar,           do.                        do.                 50  00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses 166  43 

Balance  in  hands  of  Committee,  from  which  is  to  be  deducted  the 

expenses  of  the  Convention 1,166  48 

Now  due  from  Subscriptions 2,842  75 

Detailed  statements,  with  vouchers,  form  a  part  of  this  Report. 

X. — In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Indianapolis  Con- 
vention, the  Committee  has  selected  the  following  topics,  and 
has  invited  the  gentlemen  named  in  connection  with  each  to 
address  the  Convention  upon  the  subject  involved : 

1.  Oods  Word — How  shall  it  be  studied,  and  how  shall  the  study 
of  it  he  promoted  in  our  Association  f    Eev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  Boston* 

2.  Modem  Scepticism  in  its  relations  to  young  men — How  shall  it 
be  met  by  our  Association  f  Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.D.,  L.LD., 
Williams*  College. 

3.  Secular  Instruction —  What  place  should  it  have  in  the  work  of 
our  Association  f    T.  James  Claxton,  Montreal 
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4.  Young  Men  in  Business —  What  are  their  temptations^  and  how 
shall  they  he  resisted  f  Bev.  Jno.  M.  Reid,  D.D.,  Chicago. 

5.  Money  for  the  support  of  our  Associations — How  shall  it  he 
raised  ?    John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia. 

6.  Our  Religious  Work^How  shall  it  he  made  more  effective? 
Moreau  S.  Crosby,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  each  address  be  followed  by  an 
informal  conference  upon  the  topic  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
in  the  past 

XI. — The  Committee  asks  the  action  of  the  Convention  in 
regard  to  the  following  matters : 

1.  The  designation  of  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  next 
as  a  day  of  prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  the  work  of  the 
Young  Men  s  Christian  Associations  throughout  the  world. 

2.  That  authority  be  conferred  upon  it  to  designate  delegates 
to  the  contemplated  Conference  of  the  Associations  to  be  held  in 
London  this  year,  from  among  persons  known  as  active  Associa- 
tion workers,  as  provided  by  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last 
Convention. 

8.  That  means  be  provided  for  sustaining  Mr.  Weidensall  and 
one  other  agent,  and  that  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  assign 
jSelds  of  service  to  each. 

4.  That  definite  plans  be  perfected  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Monthly,  such  as  shall  commend  themselves  to  all  the  Associa- 
tions and  furnish  a  guaranty  to  the  Committee  that,  in  this  most 
laborious  but  most  necessary  part  of  its  labors,  it  will  be  really 
sustained. 

5.  That  the  ratio  of  representation  in  future  Conventions  be 
fixed  at  two  Delegates  for  all  Associations  having  less  than  one 
hundred  members,  and  that  for  every  additional  hundred  or  frac- 
tion thereof  exceeding  fifty,  one  Delegate  be  allowed ;  but  no  As- 
sociation to  be  allowed  more  than  fifteen  delegates. 

6.  The  Committee  is  not  prepared  to  recommend  any  substi- 
tute for  the  present  Annual  Conventiona  But  this  Convention 
is  asked  to  discuss  this  matter,  and  take  some  action  thereon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD,  Chairman, 
New-Yobk,  24  May,  71. 


REPORTS  OF  CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 


Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island  some  time  ago 
nnited  in  convention  nnder  the  name  of  the  "  Convention  of  Y.  M.  C.  Associa- 
tions for  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  British  America/'  and  have  held  four  an 
nual  Conventions,  the  last  of  which  met  in  September,  1870,  at  Charlottetown, 
P.  E.  Island.  Nova  Scotia  sent  the  largest  delegation,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  number.  The  other  provinces  sent  their  quota,  and  the  meetings 
were  exceedingly  interesting,  the  churches  where  the  Convention  was  held 
being  crowded.  Mission  work  was  enthusiastically  undertaken  in  the  open  air, 
from  house  to  house,  in  the  jail  and  in  the  asylum. 

The  Association  and  the  Churches  in  Charlottetown  were  revived.  The 
young  men,  at  a  special  meeting,  held  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  the  dele- 
gates, in  goodly  number  came  forward  and  united  with  the  Association,  and 
resolved  to  work  for  Christ.  They  have  faithfully  carried  out  their  resolution. 
Crowded  prayer  and  other  meetings  have  been  held  in  Charlottetown  ever  since. 
A  lot  of  ground  has  been  purchased,  and  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  a 
building. 

Sixteen  will  be  added  to  the  list  of  Associations  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape 
Breton  "  not  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention."  Like 
other  districts,  we  have  some  Associations  which  have  only  the  name ;  but  the 
organization  is  there,  and,  when  prompted  to  move,  some  of  the  leading  men 
make  an  effort  and  move  the  others ;  and  hence,  when  called  on  in  any  emer- 
gency, even  the  weakest  among  them  are  found  "moving  into  line." 

Of  the  larger  Associations,  those  in  Pictou,  New  Glasgow,  Truro  and  some 
other  places  have  made  good  progress,  and  manifest  a  lively  interest  in  the 
work.  In  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  active  preparations  are  now 
made  by  seven  Associations  to  build  edifices  of  their  own.  In  Halifax^  much 
has  been  accomplished  by  our  members.  The  new  Mission  Church  in  Barrack 
Street  is  crowded  every  Sunday  afternoon  by  attendance  upon  a  Union  Prayer 
Meeting.  Besides  doing  other  good  work  in  the  city,  delegations  of  our  mem- 
bers, including  leading  Christian  men,  have  visited  Associations  east  and  west, 
and  have  stimulated  Christian  activity  wherever  they  have  gone. 

JAMES  FARQUHAB, 

Cor.  Mem,  for  Nova  Scotia. 


NEW  BBUNSWICK. 

Last  year  I  reported  eleven  Associations  in  New  Brunswick,  viz. :  St.  John, 
Bathurst,  Chatham,  Richibucto,  Newcastle,  Carleton,  Moncton,  Petitcodiac, 
Upper  Norton,  Central  Norton  and  St.  Andrews.  Since  then  an  Association  has 
been  started,  with  promise  of  a  successful  career,  at  Frederickton,  the  capital 
town  of  the  Province,  and  the  second  in  point  of  size.  The  Lieutenant-Governor, 
and  several  influential  men  are  among  its  office  bearers,  and,  although  there 
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are  obetacles  of  prejudice,  etc.,  there  is  a  fine  field  for  the  work,  and  much 
ought  to  be  expected  from  the  new  Association.  Efibrts  have  been  made  in 
some  other  places,  but  with  results  not  yet  worthy  of  record. 

The  Association  at  St.  John,  now  in  its  fourth  year,  has  a  membership  of 
610,  being  an  increase  of  70.  The  most  of  its  departments  are  well  sustained 
and  flourishing.  The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  reading-room  is  40.  The 
attendance  at  the  literary  meetings  has  slightly  fallen  off,  while  that  of  the  re- 
ligions meetings  has  increased.  The  Sabbath  afternoon  Bible  Class,  the  meet- 
ing for  Essays  and  Readings,  and  the  two  Prayer  Meetings  have  been  held  regn^ 
larly  every  week.  The  Sabbath  evening  Prayer  Meeting  is  crowded  at  every 
session.  Tract  distribution,  visitation  and  cottage  meetmgs  are  also  sustained 
by  the  members.  The  Relief  Committee  has  labored  hard  and  distributed  a 
large  sum  of  money  in  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor,  especially  in  the  district 
lately  infected  with  small  pox.  The  self-sacrificing  deeds  of  some  members 
will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Of  the  other  Associations  in  the  Province,  one  or  two  are  almost  lifeless,  but 
I  do  not  wish  as  yet  to  remove  their  names  from  the  list.  Most  of  the  country 
Associations  sustain  their  Weekly  Prayer  Meetings,  and  in  one  place  the  only 
regular  service  is  the  one  held  by  the  Association. 

At  Upper  and  Central  Norton,  at  Chatham  and  St.  Andrews,  lectures  have 
been  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  these  societies. 

The  Convention  of  the  Associations  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  will  this  year 
be  held  in  St.  John  early  in  July.  We  expect  from  the  divine  blessing  on  this 
Convention,  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  work,  especially  in  the  country  districts. 
May  our  expectations  be  gloriously  realized. 

JOSHUA  CLAWSON, 

Oor,  Mem.  for  liete  Brunswick. 


ONTARIO. 

The  Association  work  of  the  past  year  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  in 
some  previous  years.  Several  of  our  large  towns  and  two  of  our  cities  are  now 
without  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  This  is  deeply  to  be  regretted.  Several  reasons  for  it 
might  be  named  :  1st.  They  do  not  see  or  hear  enough  of  the  great  work  doing 
in  and  by  such  societies  in  other  places.  Not  sending  delegates  either  to  the 
International  or  Provincial  Conventions,  they  are  cut  off  from  the  great  body 
of  fellow  members.  2d.  They  do  not  subscribe  for  the  Association  Monthly, 
the  London  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  or  Quarterly  Messenger,  and  therefore  are  not  posted 
up  on  Association  work,  its  progressive  character,  its  wonderful  power  for  good, 
and  its  blessed  results.  3d.  Another  reason  is,  want  of  fraternal  visitation.  In 
a  small  town,  where  the  membership  is  limited  and  its  resources  restricted,  the 
burden  of  carrying  on  the  work  devolves  upon  a  very  few,  who  need  the  occa- 
sional assistance  or  suggestion  of  some  member  or  a  delegation  from  a  sister 
Association,  or  the  wise  counsel  of  some  skilled  Association  worker,  and  want 
regular  systematic  reports  from  and  visitation  of  our  smaller  Associations.  We 
require  to  keep  alive  the  bond  of  brotherly  communion  with  them.  I  rejoice 
that  Hamilton,  St.  Catharine^s,  Toronto,  and  several  other  places,  have,  during 
the  past  year,  carried  forward  the  work  vigorously,  and  earnestly  hope  and  pray 
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that  some  system  may  soon  be  devised  for  reachin$r  and  assisting  those  who  are 
laboring  amid  difficalty  and  discoaragement  in  the  smaller  towns  of  our  prov- 
ince. WILLIAM  ANDERSON, 

Cor,  Mem,  far  Ontario, 


MAINE. 

The  status  of  the  varions  Associations  in  oar  State  remains  much  the  same 
as  a  year  ago.  Previous  to  our  State  Convention,  in  October  last,  I  wrote  to 
some  member  of  every  Association  of  which  I  had  any  record  of  its  ever  having 
existed,  asking  as  to  their  present  condition,  &c. ;  but  the  replies  were  so 
unsatisfactory  that,  at  the  Convention  soon  after,  \  made  another  effort  to  find 
out  whether  the  list,  as  published  by  your  Committee  last  year,  was  correct, 
and,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  it  was  as  near  so  as  could  be.  Some  Associations 
have  chosen  officers,  but  do  no  work,  simply  having  a  name,  hoping,  as  they 
say,  for  better  days.  In  some  places  a  lack  of  unity  among  denominations 
has  caused  a  temporary  suspension  ;  but  in  many  of  our  cities  and  towns 
there  is  a  band  of  young  men  assodated  together  for  Cliristian  work,  the 
elements  of  whose  success  the  past  year  can  be,  in  a  large  measure,  attributed 
to  the  out-door  and  neighborhood  prayer  meetings.  In  some  places  these  have 
been  followed  by  a  glorious  woriL  of  grace.  A  large  number  of  children  also 
have  been  instructed  in  the  truths  of  Qod*s  word  in  the  many  Sunday  Schools 
under  their  care.  I  know  of  but  two  new  Associations  formed  the  past  year — 
one  at  Elliott,  and  one  at  the  Asylum  for  Disabled  Soldiers  at  Augusta. 

HENRY  H.  BURGESS, 

Cor,  Mem.  far  Maine. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

In  Portsmouth,  since  the  organization  of  the  four  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  differ- 
ent churches  of  that  dty  into  one  Union  organization,  they  have  prospered, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  have  248  members,  including  7  life  members,  who 
give  $10  each.    Rooms  on  Congress  Street. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  organized  at  Center  Harbor  is  progrreesing  finely,  with  Mr. 
S.  F.  Emery  as  President,  and  E.  £.  Clark,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

President  Emery,  of  Canterbury,  writes  that  he  is  glad  to  report  his  Asso- 
ciation as  active,  and  that  most  of  the  members  are  deeply  engaged  in  the 
work.  They  have  lately  been  cheered  by  witnessing  quite  a  religious  interest, 
the  result  of  prayerful  and  protracted  effort. 

The  Nashua  Association  have  rooms  in  fisher's  Block,  Main  Street.  From 
80  to  40  members  are  engaged  in  holding  cottage  prayer  meetings.  A  number 
of  other  meetings  are  also  held  during  the  week,  and  the  result  is,  that  more 
interest  is  manifested  in  the  churches.  We  find  that  those  who  are  indifferent 
to  Christian  work  will  help  sustain  a  cottage  meeting,  and  before  they  are 
aware  of  it  are  taking  up  their  neglected  duties  in  their  own  church. 

E.  O.  BLUNT, 

Cor.  Mem,  for  New  HampMre. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

MaBsachasetts  has  one  more  Association  than  a  year  a^ro.  A  favorable  in- 
terest is  manifested  in  our  cause  in  this  State.  Many  of  these  organizations 
have  been  the  centres  of  revivals  of  religion,  and  some  the  scene  of  constant  re- 
vival throughout  the  year.  One  Association  districted  their  town,  and  went 
out  two  by  two,  visiting  every  family  for  conversation,  scattering  little  bookf, 
inviting  to  church  those  who  had  absented  themselves,  and  all  to  attend  their 
prayer  meetings.  The  pastor  giving  full  sympathy,  invited  a  revivalist  to  his 
pulpit,  large  numbers  were  converted,  and  the  work  spread  to  the  neighboring 
towns.  In  one  of  these  towns,  a  Christian  Association  was  organized.  This 
was  all  in  a  farming  community,  sparsely  settled.  Nine  daily  prayer  meetings 
are  held  by  the  Associations  of  this  State.  In  some  of  the  smaller  cities,  they 
have  been  very  successful.  Personal  effort  at  beginning  and  close  of  such  meet- 
ings is  indispenable  to  success.  We  hear  of  some  ercellent  social  gatherings, 
which  have  added  new  life.  We  need  such  influence  to  attract  young  men  to 
us.  Prayer  and  preaching  alone  won't  do  it.  Professor  Woods,  of  Andover, 
once  said  :  "  Bait  your  hook,  have  a  good  bait,  let  it  down  easy  ;  don't  throw 
it  in,  and  say,  Come  on,  now,  bite,  you  dogs !"  The  Boston  Association  has 
provided  one  or  more  of  the  following  attractions  at  each  of  its  semi-monthly 
socials :  A  ventriloquist  (piano  and  vocal  music  always),  humorous  songs,  hu- 
morous readings,  amusing  puzzles,  microscopes,  galvanic  batteries,  scales  for 
weighing,  singing  by  children,  a  brass  band,  singing  by  quartettes.  Over  400 
are  present,  ladies  included.  Admission  is  by  tickets,  Aree  to  all  respectable 
jjung  men  who  call  for  them.  The  State  Convention,  conslDting  of  300  dele- 
gates from  60  Associations,  was  a  grand  success.  One  address  was  upon  Bible 
study.  Several  times  in  my  visits  to  towns  in  Massaohusets,  young  men  have 
drawn  a  small  Testament  or  Bible  from  their  pockets,  and  said :  **  Here  is  one 
of  the  results  of  our  glorious  Convention.  I  never  carried  a  Testament  before, 
but  I  bought  one  on  my  way  from  that  meeting,  and  have  carried  It  ever  since.'- 
County  Conventions  have  been  held  quarterly  In  several  districts.  They  help 
the  Associations,  and  keep  the  public  informed  of  our  work. 

L.  P.  ROWLAND. 

Cor,  Mem,  for  Miuioehusetti, 


RHODB  ISLAND. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  quiet.  No  precious  revival  has  cheered 
our  hearts  and  homes  during  the  year.  We  have  been  through  our  usual 
routine,  but  few  new  plans  for  work  have  been  developed,  and  there 
seems  to  be  a  strange  quiet  resting  down  upon  us.  We  held  a  really 
excellent  Convention  at  Pawtucket  in  October  last,  one  largely  attended 
by  both  pastors  and  laymen— one  of  deep  interest  throughout.  I  hoped 
to  have  carried  out  a  plan  later  in  the  year  for  a  campaign  through  the 
State,  thus  striving  to  reach  our  people  more  thoroughly ;  but  we  did  not 
succeed  in  executing  the  plan.  The  Associations  in  the  State  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Pawtucket,  are  doing  about  their  usual  work.  The  Pawtucket 
Aasodation  has  not  much  activity  at  the  present  time.  There  has  been  an  addi- 
tion to  our  number,  an  Association  at  Olneyville,  President  O.  C.  Barrows.  Most 
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of  the  Associations  liave  held  a  Course  of  Lectures  daring  the  past  winter.  The 
Providence  Association  has  heen  very  saccessful  in  that  line.  There  has  also 
been  built  in  our  city  a  new  hall  to  be  called  "  Music  Hall,"  built  by  Hon.  A.  C. 
Barstow,  capable  of  seating  nearly  2,500.  Mr.  Barntow  was  the  first  President 
of  this  Association,  and  has  always  its  interest  at  heart.  The  Providence  Asso- 
ciation have  had  the  honor  of  dedicating  this  Hall  by  giving  a  successful  series 
of  concerts.  While  we  report  these  things,  we  regret  that  we  are  unable  to 
report  more  progress  spiritually.  Our  field  is  limited  compared  to  that  of 
most  other  States,  but  there  is  no  excuse,  and  in  the  words  of  '*  Your  Mission," 
"  If  you  want  a  field  to  labor  you  can  find  it  anywhere." 

Yours,  faithfully, 

B.  R.  HOLDEN. 

Cor.  Mem.  for  R.  I. 


NEW-YORK. 

POUGHKBBPSIE,  May  17, 1871. 

During  the  year  now  about  closed,  since  my  last  Annual  Report  there  has 
been  no  material  change  in  the  Associations  in  this  State  or  their  work.  On 
the  6th  of  September  a  State  Convention,  our  @fth  annual,  assembled  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  which  was  an  occasion  of  great  spiritual  interest,  and  has  certainly 
produced  a  good  result  in  the  city  where  it  was  held,  and  we  trust  and  believe 
elsewhere,  also.  The  reports  from  Associations  have  been  fuller  than  usual, 
and  show  an  advance  in  the  work  on  the  part  of  some.  The  number  now  re- 
ported is  fifty  two,  which  is  seven  less  than  stated  last  year,  but  I  do  not 
think  there  are  really  any  less  Associations  ;  we  have  simply  heard  from  those 
which  ceased  to  exist  some  time  ago,  yet  were  retained  on  the  list  because  we 
could  not  be  certain  whether  they  were  alive  or  not. 

At  the  Convention  a  State  Executive  Committee  was  formed,  and  among 
other  duties  assigned  to  it,  were  those  of  visiting  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
State,  endeavoring  to  stimulate  the  existing  Associations  to  greater  zeal,  and  to 
form  new  ones  wherever  it  could  be  done.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  the 
members  of  the  Committee  have  visited  most  of  the  Associations  in  the  State. 
We  found  few  engaged  in  really  active  work  for  the  salvation  of  young  men. 
In  some  the  only  work  is  the  maintenance  of  a  weekly  devotional  metting. 
Most  of  them  sustain  a  reading  room.  Several  are  active  in  Sunday  School 
and  mission  work  outside  of  the  specific  object  for  which  our  organizations  ex- 
ist. Want  of  regular  means  of  raising  money  is  a  general  fault,  yet  in  this 
respect  I  think  there  is  a  gradual  improvement.  All  are  doing  something,  often 
in  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  way,  that  is  scarcely  noticed  by  those  around,  yet  which 
has  its  influence  in  bringing  here  and  there  a  soul  to  the  Saviour,  and  is  more 
powerful  still  in  making  those  who  engage  in  the  work  stronger  and  more 
useful  soldiers  for  Christ ;  and  a  few  Associations  are  really  doing  what  they 
should^evoting  their  energies,  intelligently  and  earnestly,  to  the  salvation  of 
young  men. 

One  more  Association — at  North  Shore,  Staten  Island — has  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  building.  When  completed,  this  will  make  three  owned  in  the 
State,  besides  several  Mission  Chapels. 

Our  next  State  Convention  is  expected  to  meet  at  Utica — time  not  fixed. 

JOHN  I.  PLATT, 

Cor,  Member  for  N.  T, 


XV. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
The  past  year  has  been  one,  we  trust,  of  steady,  permanent  progress.  At 
the  date  of  our  last  Report,  July  1st,  there  were  in  our  State  02  Associations,  85 
of  which  had  been  orgranized  during  the  year.  Of  these,  for  various  causes,  we 
have  dropped  three  from  our  list,  and  four  others,  while  they  keep  up  their  or- 
ganization, are  doing  but  little  in  the  way  of  active  work.  We  hope  for  a  re- 
vival of  the  work  in  the  whole  of  these  seven  places  during  the  coming  Fall. 
Some  of  these  Associations  have  been  represented  at  our  local  Conventions,  and 
have,  we  hope,  been  infused  with  a  desire  for  more  activity.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  92  Associations  in  the  Bute.  88  of  which  have  been  organized 
during  the  year,  and  others  in  process  ot  organization  will,  we  think,  give  us 
iOO  Associations  in  the  State  before  the  close  of  the  year.  With  bat  few  ex- 
ceptions, these  Associations  are  engaged  in  an  active  progressive  work  for  the 
Master,  and  in  many  of  them  His  presence  has  been  specially  manifested.  Many 
of  those  in  the  smaller  towns  and  country  districts  have  done  a  work  during 
the  year  far  beyond  our  expectations,  and  have  demonstrated  that  Association 
work  in  good  hands  cannot  fail  to  be  a  success  in  any  field.  The  work  in  the 
Association  In  the  aggregate  Is,  we  think,  fully  tenfold  greater  than  It  was  a 
year  ago.  Then  many  of  the  new  organizations  lacked  an  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  work,  and  some  of  the  older  ones  had  grown  dull  in  the 
service,  or  had  never  properly  entered  into  it ;  but  a  new  life  has  been  infused 
into  most  of  our  organizations,  which  promises  not  only  new  Associations,  but 
renewed  activity  in  all.  Many  Associations  have  reported  unusual  religious 
interest,  with  a  large  number  of  conversions.  In  the  large  cities,  the  work 
has  been  more  particularly  that  with  young  men,  yet  much  miscellaneous  re- 
ligious work  has  been  done.  In  the  small  towns  and  country  districts  it  has 
been  more  work  for  young  men  to  do.  The  work  In  jails,  alms-houses,  hospi- 
tals, etc.,  has  been  carried  on  very  extensively  and  profitably,  and  the  neglect 
of  this  "  open  door"  In  accessible  points,  refiects  seriously  on  the  Associations 
neglecting  it. 

The  Association  at  Turtle  Creek,  a  village  of  500  Inhabitants,  have  erected 
a  comfortable  building  during  the  year  ;  also  the  Association  at  Dunbar,  a 
country  place  where  there  is  no  Village,  have  ready  for  dedication  a  neat  new 
building,  just  suited  to  their  wants,  and  have  the  funds  to  pay  for  it.  The 
Philadelphia  Association  at  an  expense  of  $40,000  have  purchased  a  property, 
and  are  fitting  it  up  for  a  Young  Men^s  Home ;  other  organizations  are  moving 
in  the  important  matter  of  securing  buildings.  The  more  efficient  organization 
of  the  iState  Executive  Committee  has  most  materially  assisted  your  Corres- 
ponding Member.  This  Committee  have  issued  during  the  year  half  a  million 
pages  of  Association  information,  twenty  thousand  printed  letters  and  circulars* 
and  have  written  thousands  of  letters  in  the  interest  of  the  Association  work. 
During  the  year  one  person,  (and  much  of  the  time  two,)  has  been  employed 
exclusively  in  this  work.  Most  of  the  Associations  have  been  visited  during 
the  year  by  some  member  of  the  Executive  Committee.  A  vast  work  has  been 
done  by  the  Committee  in  arousing  the  Associations  to  an  interest  in  the  Tem- 
perance cause,  and  many  thousand  letters  and  circulars  have  been  sent  into  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  have  not  only  evoked  an  unprecedented  interest  in  the 
cause  of  Temperance,  but  have  enlisted  the  interest  of  many  in  the  general 
work  of  the  Associations. 

A  series  of  local  Conventions,  some  twenty  in  number,  have  been  held, 
reaching  In  their  influence  into  all  parts  of  our  State ;  they  have  been  well 
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attended,  and  in  every  case  a  renewed  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  work. 
These  with  our  Annual  State  Ckmventions,  we  feel  necessary  to  the  proper 
prosecution  of  our  work.  Viewing  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
work,  we  regret  that  our  record  is  not  a  brighter  one,  yet  God  has  been  with 
us  in  the  past,  and  to  Him  be  the  glory  for  the  wonderftd  manner  in  which  he 
has  blessed  us. 

T.  K.  CRBE, 

Cor,  Mend>er  for  Penn. 


MARYLAND. 

The  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Baltimore,  recently  celebrated 
its  Nineteenth  Anniversary,  and  is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. 

The  Association  now  occupies  rented  apartments  on  Baltimore  Street,  one 
of  which  contains  a  well  selected  Library,  the  leading  secular  and  religious 
literature  of  the  day,  and  has  during  the  year  received  twenty-six  thousand 
visits. 

Twelve  thousand  missionary  visits  have  been  made  among  the  sick  and 
poor,  their  temporal  wants  supplied,  and  their  minds  directed  to  the  Lamb  of 
God  who  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  Thirteen  hundred  bar-rooms  have 
been  visited,  in  three  hundred  of  which  singing,  prayer  and  earnest  exhortation 
has  been  had.  God  has  wonderfully  blessed  us  in  this  work.  More  than  a 
quarter  of  a  million  tracts  and  Association  cards  have  been  carefully  distributed 
in  bar  rooms,  at  the  theatres,  and  in  destitute  sections  of  the  city.  One  hun- 
dred thousand  copies  of  the  Good  News,  published  by  the  Association  have 
been  distributed. 

Regular  Noonday,  Saturday  evening  and  Saturday  afternoon  meetings 
have  been  held  at  the  rooms,  with  encouraging  results.  Cottage  and  Mission 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  neglected  neighborhoods,  and  for  several  months 
five  Open  Air  Meetings  were  held  weekly,  resulting  in  the  salvation  of  many 
souls. 

Two  Mission  Schools  have  been  sustained,  having  an  average  attendance  of 
about  three  hundred  children,  gathered  mostly  from  otherwise  neglected  homes. 
In  all  over  eighteen  hundred  Mission  Meetings  have  been  held  by  the  Associa- 
tion during  the  year.  Three  hundred  young  men  have  been  furnished  employ- 
ment, and  five  thousand  lodgings  and  meals  have  been  famished  to  the  desti- 
tute and  suffering. 

In  January,  a  public  meeting  was  called  by  fifty  of  the  leading  representa- 
tive men  of  our  city  and  State  to  devise  means  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for 
the  Association.  It  was  resolved  to  raise  $200,000 ;  $90,000  has  been  subscribed 
up  to  this  date,  and  the  full  amount  is  considered  as  good  as  insured. 

The  good  cause  is  gaining  strength  in  Maryland.  The  Frederick  Associatioa 
is  doing  a  noble  work.  Annapolis,  Hagerstown  and  Harrisonville  are  also 
blessed  with  earnest  workers.  As  yet  no  special  efibrt  has  been  made  to  or- 
ganize in  the  smaller  towns  of  the  State,  but  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming 
year  much  may  be  done  in  this  direction. 

Our  hearts  have  been  made  glad  by  the  consolidation  of  the  Central  and 
Baltimore  Assodations,  an  object  so  long  desired  and  so  happily  consummated, 
and  we  trust  such  action  will  result  in  greater  tilings  for  the  Master's  cause 
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duringf  the  oomingf  year.    The  West  Bmltimore  Association  occapies  a  balldingf 
of  its  0¥m,  and  is  doing  a  good  work  in  its  neighborhood. 

The  Ladies'  Association  organized  two  years  ago,  has  proved  a  wonderful 
saccess,  and  is  doing  a  great  work  for  Christ.  We  believe  through  its  instro- 
mentality  many  poor  abandoned  souls  have  been  led  the  "  narrow  way." 

DAVID  W.  GLASS, 

Car^  Mem,,  Ma^land. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  T.  M.  C.  A.  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  prospered  in  the  City  of 
Washington.  Our  meetings  have  all  be^i  largely  attended,  and  have  been  as 
follows : 

Daily,  three  in  summer,  and  two  in  winter ;  neighborhood,  jail,  almshouse, 
youths',  at  Women's  Christian  Association  in  Lincoln  Hall,  and  in  a  tent  kindly 
loaned  us. 

The  Boys'  Prayer-Meeting,  a  weekly  meeting  conducted  by  themselves, 
now  averages  in  attendance  about  forty.  Begun  a  little  more  than  a  year 
since  by  a  little  company  of  six,  it  has  grown  to  a  membership  of  more  than 
one  hundred.  Some  twenty  or  more  convensions  may  be  estimated  as  the  direct 
firults  of  these  meetings. 

During  the  winter,  a  Saturday-evening  class  was  organised  for  training  in 
congregational  singing,  under  the  direction  of  experienced  members.  The 
interest  attending  this  experiment  has  been  very  gratifying. 

Late  in  January,  a  plan  was  conceived  of  furnishing  a  breakfast  on  Sabbath 
morning  of  bread  and  coffee  to  destitute  lodgers  who  were  compelled  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  station-house  the  night  before.  This  was  followed  by  a  short 
religious  service.  Here,  too,  the  Master  has  deigned  to  be  present  in  subduing 
power,  and  testimonies  have  come  to  us  of  new  Ufe-purposes,  dating  back  to 
this  humble  breakfast-room. 

We  have  recently  held  Sunday-night  services  in  a  large  tent  temporarily 
located  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  kindly  loaned  to  us  by  its  proprietor, 
Professor  Pratt.  Five  of  these  services  have  been  held.  Through  no  instru- 
mentality yet  employed  have  we  so  nearly  realized  our  desire  to  meet  the 


A  well-known  saloon-keeper  has  offered  us,  free,  the  use  of  a  hall  in  which 
to  continue  the  services  when  the  tent  shall  be  removed. 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  nearly  200  persons  have  pro- 
fessed conversion  in  the  various  services. 

About  250  persons  were  added  to  our  membership  at  our  late  anniversary. 

The  systematic  visitation  of  the  sick  has  lately  enlisted  the  attention  of  the 
young  men.  Their  plans  are  now  such  that  any  case  reported  to  them  will 
receive  at  leadt  one  visit  a  day  from  some  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
that  work. 

There  are  two  colored  Associations  in  our  city,  one  at  the  Howard  Univer- 
sity, and  the  other  in  the  city,  which  are  both  earnestly  at  work  in  their  sphere 
for  the  accomplishment  of  good. 

GEOBGB  A.  HAI^L, 
Member  for  DUtriet  of  Cdwnbk^ 
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OHIO. 


The  year  just  passed  has  been  one  of  unosaal  interest.  A  verj  lar^re  num- 
ber of  oar  members  attended  the  June  Convention  and  returned  inspired  with 
new  zeal.  Our  State  Convention  was  held  at  Cincinnati  in  November,  and  the 
discussions  were  all  of  a  practical  character.  It  was  resolved  to  institute  some 
systematic  measures  to  arouse  dormant  Associations,  to  organize  new  ones,  and 
to  secure  greater  efficiency  in  all.  The  Executive  Committee  was  instructed  to 
carry  into  effect  these  resolutions,  and  ample  means  were  placed  at  its  disposal. 
A  plan  was  devised  and  perfected,  which  resulted  in  our  **  Holy  Crusade/*  or 
sixty  days  campaign.  A  series  of  meetings  was  held  in  thirty-five  different 
cities  and  large  towns  under  the  auspices  of  the  Executive  Conmiittee,  with 
assistance  frpm  many  excellent  laymen  from  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Mansfield, 
Salem,  and  Zanesville,  who  generously  gave  their  time  and  talents  to  the  cause. 
The  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Burnell  were  also  secured  for  the  whole  cam- 
paign, and  they  contributed  largely  to  its  success.  One,  two,  or  three  days 
were  spent  in  each  place,  and  the  interest  invariably  increased  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  close.  The  delegation  was  usually  met  most  cordially,  and  many 
invitations  to  hold  services  were  received,  which  could  not  be  accepted. 

In  some  towns  Associations  were  organized  where  none  had  ever  existed, 
new  life  was  infused  into  many  that  were  waning,  and  some  gracious  revivals 
of  religion  have  followed  the  visits  of  the  brethren.  Many  conversions  have 
been  already  reported  to  us,  and  the  indirect  results  are  incalculable. 

In  February,  the  delegation  visited  Columbus  and  organized  an  Association 
in  the  State  penitentiary.  Many  of  the  convicts  had  been  hopefully  converted, 
and  desiied  some  organization  to  hold  them  together. 

For  obvious  reasons,  a  denominational  church  was  not  practicable,  and  all 
agreed  that  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  would  best  supply  their 
needs.  The  prison  authorities  co-operated  heartily,  the  excellent  chaplain  was 
elected  president,  and  the  Association  is  now  in  full  operation. 

In  other  respects  we  have  not  been  idle.  Springdale  reports  a  commodious 
building,  the  first  Association  building  in  Ohio. 

Cleveland  is  the  second  on  our  State  list,  and  has  a  handsome  edifice  in  the 
centre  of  the  city.  Four  other  Associations  have  building  funds.  The  reading 
rooms  have  been  well  sustained,  and  the  libraries  have  been  steadily  increas- 
ing.   On  the  whole,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  and  hopeful. 

H.  P.  LLOYD, 

Corretponding  Member  for  Ohio, 


INDIANA. 

The  meeting  of  the  International  Convention  last  year  gave  a  new  impnise 
to  the  work  of  the  Associations  In  our  State. 

Their  number  remains  about  the  same  as  one  year  ago,  but  the  CliriMi.u) 
work  performed  has  largely  increased,  and  the  cause  ot  Associations  haP  1). «  int^ 
more  strongly  endeared  to  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

During  the  last  week  of  March,  1871,  a  State  Convention  was  held  at  (irtn-n 
castle,  at  which  time  a  State  organization  was   completed.    The   nitntin^i, 
although  not  large  in  numbers,  was  full  of  Christian  enthusiasm.    Our  good 


brother,  Mr.  Robert  WeideoMll,  agent  of  oar  Execative  Committee,  was 
present,  and  by  his  earnest  words  did  much  to  promote  the  harmony  and 
effidencj  of  the  meeting^.  Since  the  Convention,  Mr.  Weidensall  has  been 
visiting  differeat  portions  of  our  State,  has  been  well  received,  and  has  in  many 
cases  roused  the  brethren  to  new  activity. 

The  Association  in  this  city  is  rejoicing  in  the  late  acquisition  of  a  home  of 
its  own. 

During  the  past  year  a  successful  effort  was  made  to  raise  funds  to  purchase 
a  building.  In  all,  about  $24,000  has  been  raised.  A  building,  lately  occupied 
by  a  Varieties  Theatre,  club-room  and  drinking  saloon,  has  been  purchased, 
and  where  was  once  a  den  of  sin  and  wretchedness  is  now  heard  the  voice  of 
prayer  and  praise  to  God. 

The  hearty  sympathy  of  our  Christian  people  in  the  work  of  the  Association 
was  clearly  manifested  in  the  readiness  with  which  they  contributed  of  their 
means  for  the  purchase  of  our  home. 

M.  R.  BARNARD, 

Oor.  Mem,  for  Indiana. 


KENTUCKY. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  we  are  doing  no  better  in  this  State.  As  yet  we 
have  no  Associations  doing  anything  outside  of  this  city.  One  has  lately  been 
formed  in  Clarksville,  another  at  Covington.  Our  own  Association  continues 
reasonably  prosperous,  though  not  so  efficient  as  we  had  hoped.  We  are  hoping 
for  better  things  by  (iod's  help  ere  long,  and  trust  that  at  an  early  day  we  may 
secure  good  organizations  at  several  other  points  in  the  State.  I  am  happy  to  report 
the  organization  in  this  city  of  a  German  Y.  M.  C.  A ,  made  up  from  the  mem- 
bership of  the  various  evangelical  Protestant  churches  in  the  city.  The  officers 
are  Rev.  William  Behrendt,  President ;  William  Marcus,  Secretary  ;  L.  A.  L. 
Johanboeke,  Treasurer.  Rooms  are  open  daily  for  prayer  meetings,  lessons  in 
drawing,  singing,  lK)ok-keeping,  etc.  The  Association  has  on  hand  several 
hundred  dollars  as  a  library  fund,  with  which  they  will  send  to  Germany,  in  a 
few  weeks,  by  an  active  member  who  goes  there  on  a  visit,  for  the  commenee- 
ment  of  their  library,  to  which  they  expect  to  add  from  time  to  time.  This 
Association  is  in  excellent  hands,  and  we  hope  for  much  good  from  it  hereafter. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  in  this  section  meet  with  difficulties  in  or- 
ganizing and  successfully  carrying  on  Y.  M.  C.  A's  that  you  of  the  North  know 
nothing  of.  I  refer  to  the  division  existing  throughout  the  State  in  two  of  the 
leading  denominations,  the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists.  In  nearly  all  places 
of  importance  these  denominations  exist  in  two  branches.  Northern  and 
Southern,  which  are  more  difficult  to  work  together  than  the  meml>ership  of 
entirely  distinct  denominations.  We  have  great  confidence,  however,  that 
these  differences  must  soon  pass  away,  and  our  prayer  is  that  God  may  speed 

the  day. 

^  JOHN  I.  WHEAT, 

Car,  Mem,  for  Kentucky. 


MICHIGAN. 


One  of  the  most  noticeable  events  in  connection  with  our  work  in  Michigan, 
during  the  past  year,  has  been  the  trip  of  Mr.  Weidensall,  Agent  of  ths 
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Executive  Committee,  which  followed  our  State  Conyention  of  Jantiarj  17th 
and  18th. 

His  route  was  carefully  planned.  Fifteen  places  were  visited.  At  Battle 
Creek,  the  promise  Was  made  to  reorganize  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  At  Albion,  Adrian, 
and  Hillsdale,  college  Associations  will  be  organiseed ;  and  at  Ypsilantl 
and  Kalamazoo,  the  State  Normal  Sdiool  and  College,  with  the  hearty  support 
of  the  professors,  have  already  formed  Associations.  At  Port  Huron,  a  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  was  formed. 

To  the  work  of  forming  Associations  in  colleges,  our  State  Convention  gave 
particular  attention,  and  a  Committee  of  Two,  Mr.  J.  C  Seely,  from  the  Univer- 
sity Association  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  Mr.  Irving  Shephard,  of  Olivet  College^  were 
appointed  to  act  with  the  State  Executive  Committee  in  promoting  the  forma- 
tion of  Associations  in  connection  with  the  several  educational  institutions  in 
the  State.  As  a  result  of  their  efforts,  we  have,  organized  and  in  process  of  or* 
ganization,  seven  Christian  Associations  at  literary  Schools  in  Michigan.  The 
work  will  be  prosecuted  still  further. 

During  the  year  we  have  also  fully  systematized  our  plan  of  having  all  the 
Associations  elect  officers  at  the  same  time,  and  such  a  list  of  officers  of  the 
Associations  in  Michigan  may  be  obtained,  we  hope,  next  January,  as  will  hold 
good  for  a  year. 

We  have  also  inaugurated  the  plan  of  ordering  through  some  one  source 
such  magazines  and  papers  as  the  various  Associations  desire  for  their  readiug- 
rooms,  and  by  so  d(^g  we  get  an  average  discount  of  nearly  80  per  cent,  from 
rates  previously  paid. 

The  present  status  of  Associations  in  Michigan  is  as  follows :  Alive  and 
prospering,  18 ;  organized,  but  not  active,  5 ;  organizing,  4. 

SILAS  FARMER, 

Cor,  Mem.  for  Michigan, 


WISCONSIN. 

The  Corre^>onding  Member  of  your  Committee  for  Wisconsin,  would  repect. 
folly  submit  the  following  Report : 

Whole  number  of  Associations  now  existing  in  the  State^  thirteen,  having 
an  aggregate  membership  of  one  thousand.  Six  Associations  report  having 
reading-rooms  open  daily  to  the  public,  (Sundays  exc>epted) ;  one  sustains  a  City 
MiBsionary ;  eight  maintain  weekly  and  three  daily  Prayer  Meetings ;  three 
sustain  Open  Air  Services ;  five  have  sermons  preached  to  young  men ;  two  sus- 
tain Bible  Classes  for  Young  Men  ;  three  report  courses  of  lectures ;  two  hold 
Sodal  Meetings.  None  of  the  Associations  own  the  buildings  they  occupy,  or 
have  a  BuUding  Fund. 

Most  of  the  Associations  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  A  few  are  sadly 
embarrassed  firom  a  lack  of  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  forward  the  work,  and 
added  to  this  the  seeming  apathy  of  a  portion  of  the  Active  (?)  Membership. 

The  First  Annual  Convention  of  the  Wisconsin  Associations,  was  held  at 
Janesville,  Nov.  8d,  4th  and  5th,  1870.  The  number  of  delegates  present 
(seventy,)  was  large  for  the  number  of  Associations  in  the  State,  and  showed  a 
degree  of  interest  in  the  work  that  was  gratiQring.  The  practical  results  of 
the  Convention  may  be  seen  in  the  increased  activity  among  the  Associations, 
and  a  more  general  interest  in  our  work  on  the  part  of  the  pablie. 
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The  work  accompliBhed  by  your  Agent,  Mr.  R.  Weidensall,  daring  October, 
1870,  was  very  satiBfactory,  and  I  confidently  look  for  large  retoma  in  fat  ore 
yeara  from  his  faithfal  efforts.  Already  we  have  three  new  Associations  as 
fruits  of  his  labors.  This  branch  of  efibrt  on  the  part  of  your  Committee  can- 
not be  dispensed  with  without  loss  to  the  cause. 

The  Milwaukee  Association  has  been  revived,  and  is  now  in  a  good  financial 
condition  ;  they  are  laying  plans  for  a  good  work  among  the  ten  thousand  un- 
cared  for  young  men  of  that  city,  having  wisely  decided  to  devote  their  entire 
efforts  in  behalf  of  young  men.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  nearly  all 
of  our  Associations  now  see  that  their  true  mission  is  to  concentrate  their  efibrts 
and  work  specifically  for  young  men. 

Tour  Corresponding  Member  has  made  every  efibrt  that  he  could  make,  with 
the  time  and  means  at  his  disposal,  during  the  past  year,  as  well  as  the  two 
previous  years,  to  advance  the  interests  and  increase  the  efllciency  of  the  Asso- 
ciations in  Wisconsin.  And  while  he  is  faithfully  conscious  that  the  work  has 
progressed  slowly,  yet  he  is  grateful  to  God  that  some  progress  has  been  made, 
and  that  the  Associations  as  a  whole,  are  pushing  forward  the  good  work  com- 
mitted to  their  charge,  strong  in  the  Lord  of  Hosts  who  hath  promised  the 
victory  to  those  who  are  faithful  to  the  end. 

Our  defeats  in  the  past  have  been  from  a  misapprehension  of  our  legitimate 
work.  But  with  the  knowledge  gained  by  experience,  the  future  is  bright  with 
the  promise  of  a  great  and  good  work. 

HENRY  J.  COWLES, 

Cot.  Member  for  Wieoonsin. 


MINNESOTA. 

The  progress  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  In  Minnesota  has  been,  during  the  past 
year,  rather  slow,  though,  we  trust,  thorough.  Only  a  few  Associations  have 
been  organized.  There  has  been  no  very  marked  religious  interest  of  a  gen- 
eral character.  Mr.  Weidensall  spent  a  month  with  us  last  fall,  doing  a  good 
work  in  our  smaller  towns,  chiefiy  by  organizing  union  committees  of  the 
churches  to  do  Association  work.  The  committee  in  St.  Anthony,  a  town  of 
5,000  inhabitants,  began  holding  occasional  meetings  in  a  district  not  provided 
with  churches,  in  a  large  saloon,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  his  wife  demurring^ 
probably  from  her  finer  sense  of  inconsistencies.  A  very  interesting  revival  en- 
sued. Large  audiences  are  now  in  regular  attendance  upon  the  services.  Our 
first  State  Convention,  held  in  Minneapolis,  December  22d  and  23rd,  was  an  oc- 
casion of  a  good  deal  of  interest.  Some  measures  were  provided  for  mission 
work  in  our  lumbering  districts.  Mr.  K.  A.  Bumell  was  with  us,  having  pre- 
viously held  laymen's  institutes  at  several  of  our  larger  towns.  The  greatest 
difllculty  we  have  to  contend  with  Is  **  business " — the  furious  and  universal 
rush  after  gain. 

W.  O.  HISKBY, 

Car.  Mem,  for  Mmneeota, 


NEBRASKA. 
The  Omaha  Association  at  present  is  doing  very  little  indeed.    A  heavy 
debt,  with  little  or  no  income,  makes  our  prospects  gloomy.    An  Association 
0 
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has  been  formed  in  Plattsmouth  daring  the  put  year,  which  has  a  fine  read- 
ing room  and  a  large  and  active  membership.  I  hare  heard  good  things  from 
them.  An  eflbrt  was  recently  made  at  Lincoln  to  organize  an  Association ; 
with  what  success  I  have  hot  learned.  Our  present  situation  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows :  very  low  state  of  religion,  inactive  Associations,  with  a  dead 
membership.  It  is  our  earnest  prayer  that  Qod  will  send  his  Spirit  to  awaken 
our  membership  and  bless  their  efforts  in  the  conversion  of  souls. 

WILLIAM  R.  BENTLEY, 

Oor.  Mem,  for  Nebraska. 


WEST  VIRGINLA.. 

I  have  urged  Wheeling,  Parkersburg,  Charleston  and  Holden  Associations 
to  fill  up  their  blanks  and  forward  you  the  statistical  Information  in  their  pos- 
session. Moundsville  and  Clarksburg,  two  old  Associations  inactive  during  the 
last  two  years,  have  been  written  to,  and  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  the  reply  of 
Rev.  Bro.  Blackford.  I  have  urged  the  sending  of  a  delegate  as  a  means  of  re- 
storing it  to  vitality.  The  Moundsville  Association  I  cannot  hear  from,  and  be- 
lieve it  to  be  extinct.  The  Maiden  Association  and  that  at  Morgantown  are  the 
only  ones  I  am  aware  of  being  organized  in  the  State  during  the  year.  At 
Charleston  one  is  in  process  of  organization,  though  not  reported  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  Efforts  have  been  made  by  letter  and  by  conversation  with 
young  Christians  in  other  towns  for  formation  of  new  Associatiocs,  but  as  yet 
nothing  apparent  or  tangible  can  be  reported. 

The  State  Convention,  which  I  endeavored  through  your  suggestion  to  ac- 
complish, has  proved  impossible  hitherto.  I  trust,  however,  that  another  year 
will  witness  some  advance  in  this  direction,  in  the  establishment  of  more  new 
Associations. 

I  would  suggest  the  visiting  of  our  State  by  some  experienced  agent  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  or  the  issuing  of  some  printed  **  circular  of  directions*' 
for  organization  of  Associations  which  will  be  furnished  to  corresponding  mem- 
bers for  their  use  before  the  Christians  of  the  different  towns.  It  is  not  prac^- 
cable  in  our  sparsely  settled  region  for  corresponding  members  to  visit  widely- 
separated  towns  for  the  purpose  of  urging  forward  the  formation  of  Associations, 
but  something  might  be  effected  by  letter,  and  instruction  proper  to  members 
of  different  Churches,  showing  the  necessity  for,  and  manner  of  organizing. 
ALVANO  F.  GIBBENS, 
Chrresponding  Member  Ex.  Com.  T.  M.  0.  A.  for  West  Vtrginiet, 


MR.  WEIDENSALL'S  REPORT. 

The  field  in  which  I  labored  for  the  past  year,  was  much  more  populous 
than  the  districts  I  visited  during  the  first  two  years  of  my  mission.  It  was 
also  richer  in  the  materials  which  go  to  make  up  vigorous  Young  Men*s  Hiris- 
tian  Associations. 

Hence  I  was  able  to  accomplish  a  work  more  satisfactory  to  myself,  substan- 
tial in  its  nature  and  equal  in  importance  to  all  the  work  performed  by  me,  as 
your  agent,  previous  to  the  Indianapolis  Convention. 
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I  liaye  trarelled  fire  thousand  five  hundred  miles.  Assisted  in  organizing 
sixteen  new  Associations.  Secured  the  appointment  of  Union  Committees  in 
ten  towns,  where  it  was  deemed  unadvisable  to  effect  complete  Associations. 

Have  made  fifteen  public  addresses,  besides  preachings  frequently  in  the  pul> 
pit  and  in  the  street,  and  have  made  numberless  talks  in  prayer  meetings,  sab- 
bath schools,  etc.  Called  upon  and  advised  with  twenty  six  existing  Associa- 
tions. Discovered  six  Yunglings-Vereins,  and  laid  before  them  the  object  and 
aims  of  our  Associations ;  visited  in  all  ninety-eight  towns  and  cities  and  bene- 
fitted them  all  I  could,  if  it  were  nothing  more  than  to  bring  the  ministers  and 
members  of  the  various  churches  together  to  acknowledge  each  other  as  fellow- 
laborers  in  the  great  work  of  saving  souls. 

As  directed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  I  first  reported  to  Bir.  H.  J.  Cowles, 
at  Madison,  Corresponding  Member  for  Wisconsin. 

He  soon  mapped  out  for  me  a  route  to  ioilow.  At  Fon  du  I^us,  a  town  of 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  I  found  a  non-pretentious  Association  which  was 
doing  a  good  work.  Spent  a  Sabbath  with  them,  visited  the  mission  stations, 
preached  at  the  dockyard  and  addressed  a  lai;ge  union  meeting  in  the  evening, 
held  in  the  interests  of  the  Association. 

In  Lawrence  University,  at  Appleton,  I  met  with  the  Christian  students,  ex- 
pliuned  to  them  the  nature  of  our  Association,  and  showed  them  the  advantage 
of  such  an  organization  in  a  college.  They  unanimously  agreed  to  form  one. 
Furnishing  them  the  necessary  advice  and  papers,  I  left  them  and  went  to 
Beaver  Dam,  where,  after  considerable  canvassing,  I  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
very  promising  Association.  Went  thence  to  Portage  City,  on  the  canal  unitmg 
the  Upper  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers.  The  Association  there  was  in  a  languish- 
ing condition.  Called  to  see  its  officers,  who  gave  me  a  gloomy  account  of  it. 
They  had  a  very  pleasant  room  in  the  Court  House,  with  rent  paid  five  years  in 
advance.  Fortunately  my  visit  was  about  the  time  when  the  Annual  Meeting 
should  be  held.  Hence  I  got  them  to  call  a  public  meeting,  which  was  tolerably 
well  attended,  considering  the  circumstances.  I  addressed  them  and  called 
upon  the  ministers  to  commit  themselves  to  the  work.  The  meeting  was  pro- 
ductive of  good,  for  at  the  proper  time  the  Annual  Meeting  was  called  and 
new  officers  were  chosen,  which  gave  the  Association  life  again.  The  Associa* 
tion  has  some  very  good  workers,  who  maintained  a  number  of  Cottage  Meet- 
ings, even  when  the  Association  was  almost  dead. 

Took  the  train  for  Milwaukee.  Made  the  acquaintance  of  some  very  emi- 
nent Christian  workers,  many  of  whom  longed  for  the  time  when  an  active 
Association  would  again  exist  in»that  city.  Considered  well  the  advice  of  those 
who  were  sanguine  that  an  Association  could  be  undertaken  at  once,  as  well  as 
the  advice  of  those  who  waited  for  a  more  auspicious  time.  Thought  I  saw 
advantage  in  delay.  Before  leaving  the  city,  however,  I  advised  as  many  as  I 
could  to  attend  the  State  Convention,  hoping  to  secure  a  large  delegation,  who 
would  be  so  worked  upon  by  the  Convention,  as  to  go  home  prepared  to  re- 
organize their  Association. 

My  hopes  were  realized,  for  the  Milwaukee  delegation  were  among  the  most 
active  in  the  Convention,  and  they  started  home,  determined  to  accomplish  the 
most. 

Visited  a  large  number  of  the  Germans  in  the  city.  Found  three  Yungling*s 
Vereins,  connected  with  individual  Lutheran  Churches,  but  open  to  proper  ap- 
plicants from  without.  Their  aims  are  similar  to  our  own.  They  are  not  so 
fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  Prayer  Meetings,  but  are  equally  anxious 
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with  us  about  the  religions  welfare  of  those  whom  they  can  influence.  They 
are  endeavoring  to  counteract  the  same  eyil  influences  against  which  we  are 
arrayed. 

Attended  the  State  Convention  of  the  Congregational  Church,  at  Bacine, 
that  I  might  become  acquainted  with  the  ministers  and  laymen  from  difierent 
parts  of  the  State.  Met  the  President  and  other  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
there,  but  could  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  holding  a  meeting,  as  the  Convention 
absorbed  all  attention.  I  had  a  pleasant  interview  with  the  City  Missionary, 
who  was  doing  most  of  the  Association  work  at  that  time,  though  not  employed 
by  the  Association. 

Went  thence  to  Elkhom,  where  a  public  meeting  was  announced,  but  the 
inclement  weather  prevented  a  reasonable  turnout.  A  Union  Conmiittee  was 
appointed  from  the  churches  to  provide  for  all  work  of  an  Association  character. 

In  Delevan.  a  small  town,  an  Association  has  been  kept  up  for  ten  years. 
They  generally  suspend  operations  during  the  summer.  A  public  meeting  was 
held  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Church  Prayer  Meeting.  I  addressed  it  in 
behalf  of  the  Association.  From  that  meeting  they  commenced  their  winter's 
campaign. 

Visited  Beloit,  an  enterprising  town,  whose  Acsodation  had  veiy  comfort- 
able quarters  in  a  convenient  locality  and  had  sterling  workers,  though  few,  to 
carry  forward  its  operations.  Attended  the  students'  Daily  Prayer  Meeting  in 
the  college.  The  Street  Service  on  Sabbath  afternoon  was  impressive  and  well 
attended,  though  the  weather  was  cold  and  windy.  A  Union  Meeting  was  held 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  on  Sabbath  evening,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association.  The  house  was  crowded.  A  well  arranged  programme  was  carried 
out,  which  reflected  honor  upon  the  Assodation,  and  sent  the  audience  away 
&vorably  impressed  with  Association  work. 

Took  the  cars  for  Monroe,  an  old  and  growing  town.  Could  not  induce  the 
Christian  people  to  organi  ze  an  Association .  They  agreed  to  appoint  a  committee, 
in  which  all  the  Evangelical  Churches  would  be  represented.  This  being  done, 
I  left  them  and  went  to  Whitewater,  where  I  found  a  very  well  managed 
Association. 

Returned  to  Madison.  Visited  the  State  University  located  there,  which  has 
a  membership  of  nearly  five  hundred  students.  Attended  the  students'  Satur- 
day evening  Prayer  Meeting,  and  showed  them  the  necessity  of  an  Association 
in  that  large  school,  after  which  they  unanimously  agreed  to  form  one. 

The  Associations  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  State  educational  institutions, 
as  all  objections  pertaining  to  denominational  interference  fall  to  the  ground. 
Also  it  would  be  circumscribing  the  liberty  of  students,  should  the  State  or 
Faculty  interfere  with  the  voluntary  work  thus  done  by  the  associated  Christian 
students. 

Remained  in  Madison  over  the  Sabbath  and  following  Monday,  in  the  even- 
ing of  which  I  led  the  City  Association  meeting. 

Started  for  the  State  Convention,  at  Janesville,by  a  circuitous  route,  hoping 
thereby  to  accomplish  something  in  the  several  days  preceding  the  Convention, 
but  was  unable  to  do  more  than  to  secure  the  attendance  of  a  few  delegates  at 
the  Convention,  who  perhaps  would  not  have  otherwise  been  present.  Attended 
all  the  sessions  of  the  Convention.  Will  not  pretend  to  give  an  outline  of 
what  was  done,  as  its  proceedings  have  been  published  and  widely  diftributed. 
It  was  a  success.  I  learned  a  great  many  valuable  lessons  fVom  it.  Its  success 
depended  largely  upon  the  many  and  warm-hearted  letters  sent  out  by  the 
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Corresponding  Member,  as  well  as  upon  the  thoroogli  canvass  of  joxa  State  by 
jour  agent,  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  Ck>nvention. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  I  started  for  Minnesota  by  way  of 
La  Crosse,  where  I  had  hoped  to  esablish  an  organization,  but  £&iled.  Situated 
on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  growing  rapidly,  La  Crosse  furnished  a  good  field 
for  Association  work  Secured  a  meeting  of  representative  men  from  the 
churches,  who  appointed  a  committee  that  their  difficult  field  might  be  worked 
up  as  much  as  posssible. 

Took  passage  on  a  steamboat  for  St.  Paul.  Held  religious  services  in  the 
ladies'  cabin  at  the  close  of  the  day. 

Next  morning  landed  in  the  city.  Met  Mr.  McBumey  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, with  whom  I  visited  the  Associations  of  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis. 
Attended  the  special  meetings  called  in  consequence  of  Mr.  McBumey *s  pres- 
ence. Minneapolis  being  my  head-quarters,  I  attended  other  meetings  of  the 
Association  there  and  in  St.  Paul. 

According  to  direction  of  Mr.  W.  O.  Hiskey,  Corresponding  Member  for 
Minnesota,  I  crossed  the  river  to  St.  Anthony  from  Minneapolis.  An  Associa- 
tion once  existed  there,  but  went  down  under  the  burden  of  a  debt.  It  accom- 
plished a  good  work  while  it  lived,  and  its  death  was  lamented. 

Here  let  me  remark  that  the  death  of  all  Y.  M.  C.  A.  wherever  I  have  been, 
that  labored  directly  for  the  salvation  of  souls  while  they  lived,  has  been  a  source 
of  regret,  even  as  the  death  of  a  good  man.  But  where  they  strove  merely  to 
gratify  and  please,  without  pointing  out  the  higher  life,  their  death  was  re- 
garded by  Christians  as  a  blessing,  and  no  one  was  ready  to  revive  them. 

Those  who  belonged  to  the  old  Association  in  St.  Anthony,  would  not  con- 
sent to  reorganize  until  the  debt  was  paid  off.  However,  they  agreed  to  do  all 
they  could  through  a  union  committee  which  was  appointed,  until  the  way  was 
clear  to  set  the  old  Association  on  its  feet  again. 

Went  to  Anoka,  a  small  town  on  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  R.  R.  The  Asso- 
ciation there  maintained  its  existence  and  had  a  very  pleasant  and  convenient 
room  with  rent  paid  one  year  in  advance.  For  a  long  time  large  and  interest- 
ing prayer  meetings  were  maintained,  but  were  for  some  reason  discontinued. 
They  continued  to  hold  union  meetings  on  Sabbath  evenings  once  a  month,  in 
wliich  all  the  churches  participated.  One  of  these  meetings  I  addressed.  Ad- 
vised them  to  begin  again  the  prayer  meetings  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association, 
which  they  consented  to  do. 

Returned  to  St.  Paul  and  went  thence  to  Duluth.  Visited  the  Association 
room  the  first  thing,  as  it  was  convenient  to  the  depot  and  on  the  principal 
street.  Was  agreeably  surprised  at  its  attractiveness.  The  librarian  was  an 
old  sea  captain,  but  had  lost  all  the  earnings  of  his  youth  and  was  now  en- 
gaged in  that  humble,  though  praiseworthy  employment.  Made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  most  of  the  members.  Attended  the  monthly  meeting  and  encour- 
aged them  all  I  could.    Duluth  has  a  hard  field  for  Christian  work. 

Returned  to  Minneapolis  and  went  to  Hastings,  a  considerable  town  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  where  I  succeeded  in  forming  an  Association  without  much 
difficulty.  There  was  need  of  it,  and  my  visit  was  regarded  by  many  as  a  prov- 
idential circumstance.  They  proposed  to  open  a  free  reading-room  as  soon  as 
a  new  and  convenient  room,  just  then  fitting  up,  would  be  completed. 

Passed  through  a  number  of  towns  on  my  way  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
State,  among  which  was  Faribault,  where  I  found  a  Christian  brotherhood  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Episcopal  Church.    They  kept  open  a  free  reading-room 
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with  a  good  library,  which  was  to  receive  a  large  accession  from  Earope.  The 
room  was  attractive.  The  only  objection  to  it  as  a  general  reading  room,  was 
that  the  publications  were  mostly  Episoopalean.  Among  its  members  were 
strong  Christian  Association  workers. 

At  Austin,  the  last  town  I  visited  in  Minnesota,  an  Association  was  readily 
organized.  It  was  a  comparatively  new  and  growing  town  where  seveial 
railroads  centered.  The  field  was  ripe  and  the  probabilities  were  that  a  good 
work  would  be  done. 

The  reason  I  did  not  make  a  more  thorough  canvass  of  Minnesota,  was 
that  Mr.  Hiskey  had  made  previous  arrangements  with  Mr.  Burnell  to  visit 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Called  upon  Rev.  George  H.  lUmsom^  Corresponding 
Member  for  Iowa,  at  his  residence  in  Webster  City,  but  he  had  no  field  marked 
out  for  me.  Went  to  Sioux  City,  but  could  accomplish  nothing  more  thui  the 
appointing  of  a  Union  committee  There  was  plenty  of  room  for  Assodatlon 
work,  but  a  great  lack  of  material  to  form  an  organization. 

Returned  to  Omaha,  where  I  awaited  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. Received  a  telegram  to  report  to  Mr.  B.  Farmer,  at  Detroit,  Corres* 
ponding  Member  for  Michigan.  In  compliance  with  which,  I  passed  through 
one  of  the  most  fearful  storms  I  ever  witnessed.  Arrived  in  good  time  to 
accompany  the  Detroit  Delegation  to  the  State  Convention  at  Jackson.  Partici- 
pated in  the  Convention.    There  I  first  met  Dr.  Yerranus  Morse. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  I  went  to  Albion  on  the  Michigan 
Central  R.  R.;  could  do  nothing  in  the  town,  but  formed  an  Assodation  is  the 
College. 

Went  to  Lansing,  capital  of  the  State.  It  was  very  much  scattered  and  had 
a  large  number  of  churches.  Called  together  many  of  the  Christian  workers* 
After  considerable  debate,  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  organize  an  Assodation, 
but  satisfied  that  a  work  was  to  be  done,  they  appointed  a  Union  committee^ 
which  I  afterward  learned  was  doing  a  good  work.  Yldted  the  Associations 
at  Ionia  and  Grand  Rapids. 

Organized  an  Assodation  at  Muskegon,  a  town  of  eight  thousand  inhabi- 
tants>  on  Lake  Muskegon.  The  Association  was  entered  into  with  some  degree 
of  reluctance,  but  with  a  firm  determination  to  succeed.  Returned  to  Grand 
Rapids,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  brethren,  I  called  at  Lowell,  a 
small  manufacturing  town  on  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  Railroad,  where  they 
at  once  entered  into  an  organization,  and  at  Greenville^  a  town  of  three  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  the  supply  depot  of  a  large  lumbering  district.  There  I  was 
heartily  received.  They  were  ripe  for  an  Association*  All  parties  went  into 
it.  Religion  is  a  prominent  characteristic  of  the  place*  Intempemnce  is 
obliged  to  take  back  seats.  An  Association  was  immediately  organised  and  a 
reading  room  was  to  be  opened  forthwith.  The  probabilities  were  that  a 
building  would  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Assodation.  At  Greenville,  I 
met  the  Michigan  lumberman  who  gave  fifty  dollats  at  the  Portllind  Conven<» 
tion  to  the  Missionary  fund.  Many  thousands  of  lumbermen  ate  employed  in 
the  pineries  about  Gh'eenville.  They  are  constantly  coming  and  going  for  sup- 
plies, etc.  The  reading  room  is  largely  intended  for  this  class  of  Inen.  Fvt* 
qnent  aoddents  happen  to  these  Immbermenj  and  it  is  designed  to  make  provi- 
don  for  such  cases. 

At  St.  Johns,  on  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  Railroad,  and  at  Flint,  several 
miles  north-east,  I  could  effect  nothing  more  than  the  appointment  of  Union 
Committees. 
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Visited  the  Association  in  Michig^an  Univ^rsitj,  at  Ann  Aibor.  Had  a  rery 
pleasant  and  profitable  time  with  its  liTe  workers. 

In  company  with  a  delegation  of  Association  students  from  the  Universitj, 
I  attended  an  appointed  meeting  in  the  State  Normal  Sdiool  at  Tpsilanti. 
The  first  part  of  the  meeting  was  pnrely  devotional,  afterwards  I  spoke  to  the 
students  of  the  peculiar  fitness  of  a  Y.  M  C.  A.  in  a  State  Normal  School. 
Showed  them  that  no  other  effectiye  religions  organisation  could  well  exist 
there,  and  that  an  acquaintance  with  Association  work  would  qualify  them  to 
form  such  societies  in  their  own  school-rooms,  wherever  thej  might  teach, 
inasmuch  as  the  rooms  would  frequently  be  at  their  own  disposal.  The 
students  and  professors  foithwith  resolved  themselves  into  an  Association^ 
and  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  papers  for  a  permanent  organization. 
After  which  the  University  students  addressed  the  members  of  the  Normal 
Sehool,  and  were  happily  responded  to  by  the  professors.  It  was  a  delightful 
meeting. 

Took  the  cars  for  Port  Huron,  a  town  of  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  on  the 
St  Glair  River.  Met  with  decided  opposition  at  first,  by  persons  who  regarded 
the  Association  as  nothing  more  than  a  mere  moral  reform  institution.  Bui 
when  I  declared  the  true  object  of  the  Association,  and  the  kind  of  men  that 
were  required  to  oonstitnie  its  active  membership,  all  these  objections  were 
hushed,  and  the  objectors  were  the  warmest  friends  of  the  movement  to  or* 
ganize  an  Association,  which  was  accomplished  with  but  little  difllculty.  All 
parties  entered  into  it  with  warm  hearts  and  a  determination  to  succeed. 
Statements  made  render  it  probable  that  a  building  may  be  erected  for  tht  uae 
of  the  Association.    There  was  bright  promise  of  success. 

Returned  to  Detroit,  and  thence  to  Adrian.  Attended  meetings  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  both  places.  At  Adrian  I  met  with  a  Tunglings-Vwein,  which  has 
been  organized  for  some  time.  It  is  associated  with  a  Lutheran  Church,  but 
open  to  all. 

Visited  the  eolleges  at  Adrian,  Hillsdale  and  Kalamaaoo,  and  secured  beyond 
a  doubt  the  establishment  of  an  Association  in  each  of  them.  Mr.  J.  C.  Seeley 
of  the  University,  accompanied  me  to  Adrian  and  Hillsdale  Colleges. 

When  the  Convention  met  in  Jackson,  there  were  but  two  institutions  in 
the  State  that  had  Assoeiations,  but  with  the  assieunoe  of  the  students  of 
Olivet  College  and  the  University,  I  was  enabled  to  add  five  more  to  the  list. 

Was  ordered  to  report  to  Mr.  M.  R.  Barnard,  at  Indianapolis,  Corresponding 
M^nber  for  Indiana.  On  my  way  I  stopped  at  Chicago,  111.,  Logansport  and 
Peru,  Ind.  Found  the  LogsAsport  Association  doing  a  good  work,  and  appeared 
to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  but  had  lowered  the  standard  of  active  mem- 
bership. I  believe  that  ere  long  they  will  return  to  the  high  plane,  from 
whidi  they  came  down. 

At  Peru  I  had  a  pleasant  sojourn.  The  Association  is  doing  all  it  can. 
Addressed  a  Sabbath  Afternoon  Prayer  Meeting.  In  a  business  meeting,  on 
Monday  evening  following,  I  advised  with  the  members  until  late  at  night 
how  they  might  further  the  interests  of  the  Association.  Went  to  Indianapolis 
the  next  day,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conducting  the  first  devotional  ser- 
viee  in  the  new  building. 

Accompanied  the  Indianapolis  delegation  to  the  State  Convention  at  Green 
Castle.  The  Convention  was  small,  but  the  interest  was  great.  All  present 
iblt  that  Indiana  required  more  thorough  organization,  and  resolved  to  do  all 
th€(y  could  to  effect  so  desirable  a  result.    A  resolution  was  unanimously 
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adopted  that  no  AssodatioD  organized  after  that  date  could  he  represented  in 
the  future  Conventions  of  the  State,  unless  they  would  adopt  the  test  of  active 
memhership  at  Detroit  and  Portland. 

Went  northward,  as  directed  by  Mr.  Barnard,  to  Crawfordsville.  Attended 
a  meeting  of  the  town  Association.  .Induced  them  to  interest  the  churches  to 
make  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  town,  and  invite  every  resident  to  attend 
church  or  Sabbath  School ;  also  to  print  directory  cards  to  be  handed  to  sojourn- 
ers and  strangers  with  invitations  thereon  to  attend  both  the  meetings  of  the 
Association  and  the  churches.  This  I  afterwards  learned  was  carried  out  with 
good  success.  I  preached  to  a  large  street  meeting  on  Sabbath  afternoon. 
Street  services  have  been  maintained  ever  since. 

Visited  the  "  Society  of  Inquiry,"  a  religious  institution  in  Wabash  College, 
located  in  Crawfordsville.  Sought  to  change  the  character  of  it.  The  students 
did  not  like  to  part  with  the  name,  but  took  measures  to  make  it,  in  every 
other  respect,  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  They  maintain  a  Daily  Prayer  Meeting,  and  pro- 
pose to  use  greater  efibrts  to  reach  the  irreligious  students. 

At  Lafayette,  I  found  the  Association  in  good  condition.  Attended  a  meet- 
ing in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  largely  made  up  of  Association  members  from 
the  various  churches,  and  addressed  them  for  a  few  minutes. 

Several  Lafayette  brethren  accompanied  me  to  Delphi,  to  attend  a  meetinff 
advertised  in  behalf  of  a  newly  organized  Association.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended,  and  many  new  members  were  added  to  the  society. 

Returned  by  way  of  Green  Castle  to  New  Albany,  a  city  of  twenty  thousand 
inhabitants,  where  it  was  supposed  that  an  Association  was  not  called  for.  A 
meeting  was  held  and  after  considerable  debate  a  resolution  prevailed  to  enter 
immediately  into  an  organization.  Arrangements  were  made  to  complete  the 
same  in  future  meetings. 

Visited  the  English  Association  in  Louisville,  Ey.  Was  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Spent  considerable  time  with  the  newly 
appointed  Librarian,  and  at  his  request,  gave  him  all  the  information  I  could. 

Called  upon  the  president  of  the  German  Yanglings-Verein  which  was  or- 
ganized within  the  past  year.  Found  him  a  pure-hearted  and  active  Christian 
man.  He  had  opened  up  a  correspondence  with  the  German  Societies  in  St. 
Louis,  New- York,  Indianapolis,  and  other  places,  with  a  view  to  a  more  con- 
certed action  on  the  part  of  the  Germans. 

The  Association  has  fifty-five  members.  They  have  rented  a  third  stoiy 
room  for  one  hundred  dollars  per  year  and  hold  four  meetings  a  week.  One  of 
their  number  is  going  to  Germany,  who  will  purchase  for  them  a  library  with 
money  now  in  their  possession.  They  have  two  classes  of  membership,  active 
and  associate.  Some  Catholics  handed  in  their  names  to  become  active  mem- 
bers, and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  accepting 
them  as  such.  I  hunted  up  the  committee,  showed  them  how  our  English  As- 
sociations stood  on  that  question,  and  urged  them  to  set  their  standard  high. 
One  of  their  number  told  me  that  they  intended  to  exist,  purposed  to  take  the 
highest  grounds  and  hoped  to  make  the  Association  accomplish  the  most  pos* 
Bible  good. 

Went  to  Jefibrsonville  and  addressed  a  Union  meeting  held  in  the  interests 
of  the  Association.  Passed  up  the  Ohio  River  to  Madison  and  addressed  an 
appointed  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Visited  Hanover  College  four  miles  from  Madison,  where  an  Association  had 
been  organized  within  the  past  year.    Spoke  on  Sabbath  evening  to  the  first 
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of  a  series  of  revival  meetings  to  be  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Ck>l- 
lei^e  T.  M.  C.  A.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
manifestly  present. 

Went  thence  to  Cincinnati,  and  then  to  Aurora,  a  river  town,  where  I  ad- 
dressed a  very  large  Union  meeting  on  Sabbath  evening  in  behalf  of  the  Asso- 
ciation there,  which  was  doing  a  good  work. 

On  my  return  to  Indianapolis,  I  stopped  at  Greensburg  and  spoke  to  a  pub- 
lic meeting  concerning  Association  work  in  other  places  to  encourage  the 
incipient  movement  there. 

They  keep  open  a  free  reading-room,  in  a  convenient  room,  under  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  They  have  required  no  test  for  active  membership,  and  have 
not  thus  far  claimed  to  be  recognized  as  an  Association  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
term,  but  hope  soon  to  place  themselves  in  line  with  the  other  organisations  of 
the  State.  Also  stopped  at  Shelbyville,  where  a  meeting  was  held  after  the 
church  prayer-meeting. 

Having  made  a  few  general  remarks,  a  Union  Conmiittee  was  appointed  to 
provide  for  all  work  that  could  be  done  during  the  Summer,  and  to  take  the 
earliest  steps  in  the  Fall  to  secure  the  organization  of  an  Association. 

At  Indianapolis  the  Association  has  become  the  centre  of  religious  interest 
rince  the  purchase  of  the  new  building.  Under  the  superintendency  of  Mr* 
Brandt,  they  are  not  only  doing  a  work  never  attempted  there  before,  but  are 
fast  perfecting  a  more  thorough  system. 

With  the  hope  that  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  will  give  increase  to 
what  has  been  sown  in  weakness  and  watered  with  the  prayers  of  his  servants, 

I  am  yours,  in  Christ, 

ROBERT  WEIDENSALL, 

Agent  Toung  Meru'  Ohristian  Aaociation, 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

After  writing  my  report  at  Indianapolis,  I  visited  seven  other  towns  in  In- 
diana. 

At  Rushville,  a  town  of  several  thousand  inhabitants,  I  secured  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Union  Committee. 

Addressed  a  Union  meeting,  on  a  Sabbath  evening,  in  behalf  of  the  Toung 
Men*s  Christian  Association  of  Cambridge  City. 

Visited  the  Association  at  Richmond,  which  took  advantage  of  my  presence 
to  reorganize.  Their  old  constitution  was  an  incumbrance  to  them.  They 
wished  to  get  rid  of  it.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  new  regulations. 
They  propose  to  do  spiritual  work  only,  and  to  use  every  efibrt  to  raise  up  new 
workmen  from  the  Sabbath  School  scholars  and  other  young  Christians. 

In  the  other  towns  I  was  unable  to  accomplish  anything  that  promised  or- 
ganized work. 

Called  upon  the  Associations  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Pittsburg  and  Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania  ;  and  attended  a  district  Convention  at  York,  Penn. 

ROBERT  WEIDENSALL, 

Agent  T.  If,  0,  A. 
Hon.  Cephas  Brainbrd, 

Chm.  Ex.  Com,  T.  M.  0,  A, 
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NEW  JERSEY. 

The  New  Jenej  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  are  doing  a  thorough 
Christian  work.  Thej  are  in  earnest,  and  labor  to  give  practical  direction  to 
their  efforts.  The  Executive  Committee  have  sab-divided  the  State  into  sec- 
tions, and  individual  members  of  the  Committee  have  these  districts  in  charge, 
to  promote  the  work  of  organizing  the  new  Association  and  strengthening  the 
old.  Eight  new  Associations  have  been  added  to  the  roll  of  New  Jersey.  There 
are  thirtj-two  Associations  in  the  State,  representing  2,076  active  members  and 
1,046  associate  members.  In  four  of  these  alone  226  conversions  have  taken 
place.  Beverly  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  among  our  Associations  to 
secure  a  Jwme,  Many  of  the  Associations  have  passed  the  enthusiasm  of  early 
youth,  and  are  now  building  up  the  tangible  and  sore  basis  of  success,  viz. 
earnest  Christian  work. 

In  behalf  of  the  Corresponding  Member, 

CHARLES  B.  MORRIS,  Montdidr,  N.  J., 
JAMES  BUCHANAN,  Trenton,  N.  J., 
H.  P.  OSBORN,  Newark.  N.  J. 
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GENERAL  EXPENSE  AOOOUHT. 


I>r. 


SUBSCKIPTIONS  RECEIVED. 

Akron.  Ohio $10  00 

AltooDa,Pa. 10  00 

Amsterdam,  N.  T 25  00 

Ann  Arbor.  Mich 'i  <»0 

Ashland.  Ohio 5  00 

Ashtabula.  Ohio 10  00 

Auburn.  N.  Y 15  00 

Baltimore.  Md.,  (old) 75  00 

Baltimore.Md 30  00 

Bethlehem.  Pa. 15  00 

Bridgeiort,  Conn 25  OU 

Brockville,  Ontario,  Can 8  50 

Brunswick,  Me 16  »> 

Burlington,  Vt 5  00 

Charleslown.  Mass 25  00 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 200  00 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  (old) 50  00 

Cleveland.  Ohio 25  00 

Columbus.  Ohio. 20  00 

Dayton.  Ohio 25  CO 

Dover.  N.  H.,  (1869) 12  00 

East  Saginaw,  Mich 10  00 

Erie,  Pa 15  00 

Fall  River,  Maas 20  00 

Fonddu  Lac,  Wis 20  00 

Frederick.Md 10  00 

Fulton.N.  T 10  00 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich  ,  (old) 25  00 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich 10  00 

Greenfield,  Mass 10  00 

Halifax,  N  S 30  00 

Hamilton,  Ontario,  Can 16  32 

Haverhill.  Mass 5  00 

HillHbi^nmgh.  Ohio 5  00 

Holden.  Mass 10  00 

Jeffersonville,  Ind 5  00 

Lowell.  Mass 25  00 

Middleborough,  Mass.,  (old) 30  00 

Middleborongh,  Mass 5  00 

Milford,  Conn 5  00 

Milford,  Msss. 5  00 

Minneapolis.  Minn 20  00 

Montreal.  Can.,  (old) 50  00 

Nashua,N.H 15  00 

Naiick,  Mass 15  00 

N«w  York  City 32iS  00 

Oswego.N.  Y 8  75 

Palnt-sville.  Ohio 10  00 

Philadelphia.  Pa 150  00 

Pittsburg,  Pa 100  00 

Pittsford.  Vt 5  00 

PlantsviUe.  Conn.,  (Old)..  *)  00 

Plantoville,  Conn 15  00 

Richmond,  Ind 25  00 

Rookport.  Mass. 5  00 

St  John,  N.  B 20  00 

St  Paul,  Minn 15  00 

San  Francisco,  Cal 100  00 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  (old) 6  00 

Scranton,  Pa 20  00 

South  Boston.  Mass 2  00 

Syracuse,  N  Y 20  00 

Toledo.  Ohio 15  00 

Trenton,  K.  J 25  00 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. 20  00 

Williamsburgh,  N.  Y 20  00 

Williumsport,  Pa 5  00 

Winchester.  Mass 5  00 

Windsor,  N.  S 5  00 

Winthrop,  M© JO  00 

Woodsboro'.  Md.- 10  00 

Zsnesville.  Ohio,  (old) 10  00 

Zanesville,  Ohio 5  00 

Cash J^25 

11,066  32 

Less  to  balance 293  84 

12,260  16 


Printing  and  Stationery $458  15 

Postage 22182 

Traveling  Expenses  attending  State 

Conventions 354  91 

R.  Weidensall,  Salary 875  00 

R.  Weidensall,  Traveling  Expenses.  183  85 

Miscellaneous  Expenses 167  93 


I84K1  66 


Cr. 
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I>r. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  RECEIVED. 

Akr«ii,Ohio |1  00 

AJtooiia.Pa. 5  00 

Amsterdani,  N".  Y 5  00 

Ann  Arbor.  Mich S  50 

AehUnd,  Ohio 2  50 

Aabnrn,  N  Y 5  00 

Aurora,  111 2  50 

Baltimore.  Md  ,  (old) 12  50 

Baltimore,  Md 2  50 

Bethlehem,  Pa 2  50 

Beaten.  Ma«8 50 

Brattleboro',  Vt 2  50 

Bridgeport,  Conn W  50 

Brockville.  Can 2  5o 

Bmnswick,  Me 2  50 

Burlingtoo,  Vt. 2  0» 

Charlentown,  Mass I  00 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 12  50 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  (old) 5  00 

Cleveland.  Ohio 12  50 

Columbas.  Ohio 2  5i 

Dayton,  Ohio 12  50 

Ea»t  Saginaw.  Mich 150 

Erie,  Pa 5  00 

FaU  River.Mass 2  5' 

Fonddn  Lac.  Wis 2  50 

Frederick.  Md 1  uO 

Faltou.  N  Y 2  5i) 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich  ,  (old) 2  35 

Grand  Rapids.  Mich 2  50 

Greenflelcf.  Mass 1  00 

Halifax,  N  S 2  5p 

Hamilton.  Ontorio,  Can. 5  op 

Haverhill,  Mass 2  50 

Hillsborongh,  Ohio 1  00 

Holden,  Mass 2  5i» 

Iowa  Sute  Convention 50 

Jefferson ville,  Ind 1  00 

Lowell.  Mass 2  50 

Middleboro',  Mass.,  (old) 2  50 

Milford,  (3onn 2  S'J 

Milford,  Mass 2  3'J 

Minneapolis  Minn 2  50 

Montreal,  Can..  (1869) 12  50 

Mount  Union,  Ohio 5J 

Nashua.^.  11 2  50 

Oswego,  K.  Y 2  5'J 

Pain esville,  Ohio 3  00 

PhUadelphia.  Pa 25  50 

Pltt»»buni,  Pa 7  61 

Piltsford,  Vt 1  00 

Plantsville,  Conn  ,  (old) 2  (jO 

Plautsville,  Conn 2  50 

Portland,  Me.  (1869) 20  iiO 

PortHuron,  Mich 50 

Richmond,  Ind 3  uo 

Rock  port,  Mass. 100 

St.  John.N  B 2  5U 

St.  Paul,  Minn 12  50 

San  Francisco,  Cal S  00 

Scranton,  Pa 1^  50 

South  Boston,  Mass 100 

Syracuse,  N.  Y ." j  00 

Toledo.  Ohio $  50 

Toronto,  Can 5  ^d 

Trenton,  N.J 10  00 

Wheeling,  W.Va 2  50 

Willlamsburgh.  N.  Y 1  50 

Winchester,  Mass 2  5o 

Windsor,  N.  S 1  00 

Woodsboro*,  Md 1  50 

Zanesville,  Ohio 1  oo 

Zanesville,  Ohio,  (old) 5  50 

Sales. 8  50 

$318  35 

Loss  to  balance 340  58 

1618  93 


Printing  and  Publishing $535  15 

Reporter 100  00 

PosUge,  Ac 13  78 


$646  93 


Since  the  1st  of  May,  1871,  to  which  time  these  accounts  are  made  up,  a  number  of  subscrip- 
tions have  been  paid  which  must  appear  in  next  year  s  account.  Also  received,  from  Songs 
of  Devotion,  1204.44.  * 


ASSOCIATIONS  WHICH  DID  NOT  FORMALLY  REPORT  AT 
WASHINGTON. 


Maine. 
Andover, 
Banpfor, 
Bay  City, 
Dover, 
Freeport, 
Fryeburg, 
Qorham, 
Gray, 

Mechanics  Falls, 
Kichmond, 
Saccarappa, 
Saco, 

Sunderland, 
Skowe^n, 
Wiscasset 

New  Hampshire. 
Claremont, 
Canterbury, 
Centre  Sandwich, 
Concord, 
Dover, 
Farmington, 
Franklin. 
Goshen, 
Great  Falls, 
Meriden, 
New  Market, 
Portsmouth, 
Salmon  Falls, 
Sandwich, 
Wilton. 

Vermont. 
Brad  lord, 
Berlin, 
Bridgeport, 
Bristol, 
Chester, 

East  Middlebury, 
Fairfax, 
Johnstown, 
Ludlow, 
Lincoln, 
Manchester, 
Middletown, 
Middlebury, 
Mt.  Holly, 
Montpelier, 
North  Bennington, 
Orwell, 
Pitt^ford, 
Poultney, 
Rutland, 


Shoreham, 

South  Royalton, 

Salisbury, 

Stowe, 

Townsend, 

Underbill  Centre, 

Vergennes, 

West  Brattleboro, 

Wilmington, 

Winooski, 

West  Rutland. 

Massachusetts. 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Ballardvale, 

Belchertown, 

Beverly, 

Brookfteld, 

Barre. 

Chicopee, 
^  Cambridge, 
*  East  Gloucester, 

East  Hampton, 

East  Somervllle, 

East  Boston, 

Eavt  Cambridge, 

Farmington, 

Foxboro, 

Heath, 

Hadfield, 

Hyde  Park, 

Hubbardstown, 

Lawrence, 

Lynn, 

Maiden, 

Med  ford,  • 

Med  way, 

Middleboro, 

Northampton, 

Newburyport, 

Newton  Comer, 

New  Ipswich, 

North  Bridgewater, 

North  Wrentham, 

Plymouth, 

Riverdale, 

Reading, 

Rutland, 

Somerville, 

Sandwich. 

South  Hadley, 

South  Weymouth, 

South  Danvers, 

Saxon  ville. 


Taunton, 

Webster, 

Wellsby, 

Whitensville, 

Warren, 

West  ville, 

Weymouth, 

Winchester, 

Wakefield. 

West  Brookfield, 

West  Newton, 

Windham, 

Yarmouth, 

Yarmouthport. 

Rhode  Island. 
Centreville, 
Compton, 
Warren, 
Woonsocket. 

Connecticut. 
Brantord, 
Daniel  son  ville, 
Hartford, 
Meriden, 
Mystic  Bridge, 
Morris. 
New  Britain, 
Norwich, 
Nor  walk. 

New  Haven,  (German), 
Rockville, 
South  Norwalk, 
Stamford. 
Unionville, 
Woodbury, 
Wolcottvllle, 
West  Goshen, 
West  Hartford. 

New- York. 
Amsterdam, 
Batavia, 
Bath, 

Brewster's  Station, 
Canestota, 
Cortland, 
Canandaigua, 
Clinton, 
Cohoes, 
Delhi, 
Dunkirk, 
Dobbs  Ferry, 
East  New- York, 
Fulton, 


xlvi. 


Geneva, 

Greenwich, 

Goshen, 

Greenpoint, 

HudAon, 

Hornellsville, 

Hoosick  Falls, 

Jamaica, 

Lockport, 

Malone, 

Middleton, 

Nicholville, 

New- York  City,  (col'd), 

Ogden  Centre, 

Ogdennburg, 

Prattsburgf, 

Palmyra, 

Phelps, 

Peru. 

Richmond, 

Riyerhead, 

Rockaway, 

Sandy  Hill, 

Spring  Valley, 

Utica, 

Wayne, 

Weedsport. 


New  Jersey. 
Atlantic  City, 
Bergen, 
Bordentown, 
Camden, 
Dover, 
Freehold, 
Hightstown, 
Hackettstown, 
Hackensack, 
Lambertsville, 
Lawrenceville  H.  Sc*l. 
Princeton, 
Perth  Ambqy, 
Rockaway, 
South  Orange, 
Vineland, 
Whippany, 
West  Hol>oken, 
Hudson  City. 

PBNlfSYLVANIA. 

Brainerd, 

Callenburg, 

Cannonsburg, 

Clarion, 

Candor, 

Carbondale, 

Centre, 

Clearfield, 

Corry, 

Chester, 

Downington, 

East  Whiteland, 

Franklin, 

Germantown, 


Greenville, 

Great  Bend, 

Greenburg, 

Hanover, 

Harrisonville, 

Hollidaysburg, 

Kingston, 

Kittanning, 

Lawrenceville, 

Lincolnville, 

Mill  Creek, 

McKeisport, 

Meadville, 

Nazareth, 

N.  E.  Parkersburg, 

Parker's  Landing, 

Renova, 

Scran  ton, 

Sunburg, 

Tyrone, 

Towanda, 

Titusville, 

Tem  perance  ville, 

Williamsport» 

Wilkinsburg, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Wyrtemburg. 

Maryland. 
Annapolis, 
Cumberland, 
Frederick  City, 
Harrisonville, 
Lutherville, 
Mechanicstown. 

District  op  Columbia. 
East  Washington, 
Howard  University, 
Washington. 

Virginia. 
Charlottesville, 
Petersburg, 
Richmond, 
Norfolk. 
Washington  College. 

North  Carolina. 
Goldsboro, 
Raleigh. 

South  Carolina. 
Abbieville, 
Cokesberry, 
Charleston,  (col'd), 
Florence, 
Greenville, 
Hio, 

Hamilton, 
Newbury, 
Sumpter, 
S])artansburg, 
"  ingsburg, 


Spa 
Win 


Yorkville, 
Winnisboro. 

West  Virginia, 
Clarksburg, 
Charlestown, 
Maiden, 
Morgan  town. 

Alabama. 
Montgomery, 
Mobile, 

Opeiek  (Lee  Co.), 
Opeleka  (Russell  Co  ), 
Salem. 

Mississippi. 
Columbus. 

Ohio. 
Ashtabula, 
Bellair, 
Canton, 
Chillicothe, 
Columbus, 
Columbiana, 
Chardon, 
Circleville, 
Delaware, 
Blast  Liverpool, 
Fremont, 
Geneva, 
Hamilton, 
Lancaster, 
Lexington, 
Middletown, 
Mt.  Vernon, 
Mt.  Gilead, 
Newburg, 
Ravenna, 
Ripley, 
Salem, 
Shelby, 
Springfield, 
Sheffield, 
Trenton, 
Urbana, 
Warren, 
Xenia, 
Youngstown. 

Indiana. 
Aurora, 
Crawfordsville, 
Delphi, 
Franklin, 
Greencastle, 
Greenfield, 
Hanover, 
Howard, 
Jeffersonville, 
Lafayette, 
Mishawaka, 
New  Albany, 
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Peru, 
Hichmond, 
SoQth  Bend. 

iLLINOIfl. 

Areola, 

Batavia, 

Bloominpfton, 

Brimfleld. 

Carbondale, 

Champaign, 

Clinton, 

Free  port, 

Fairbur^h, 

Qalesburg, 

Henepin, 

Lincoln, 

Mendota, 

Monmouth, 

Morris, 

Macomb, 

Olney, 

Princeville, 

Peoria, 

Pontiac, 

Quincey, 

Rock  ford, 

Rock  Island, 

Springfield, 

St.  Charles, 

Shawneetown, 

Shelbyville, 

Washburn, 

Wilmington, 

Kentucky. 
Louisville, 

Louisville,  (German.) 
Lexington. 
Shelbyville. 

Tbnnessbe, 
Greenville, 
Knoxville. 

Geokoia. 
Savannah. 

Missouri. 
Holden, 
Hannibal, 
Kirksville, 
Macon, 
Springfield, 
Sedalia, 
Warrensburg. 

Texas. 
Rockport. 

Kansas. 
Atchison, 
Junction, 
Leavenworth, 


Lawrence, 
Manhattan. 

Nebraska. 
Brownsville, 
Kansas  City, 
Nebraska  City, 
Tremont. 

Iowa. 
Boonsboro, 
Council  Bluff, 
Clinton, 
Des  Moines. 
Decora, 
Eddyville, 
Fort  Dodge, 
Iowa  City, 
Jefferson, 
Keokuk, 
Marion, 
Muscatine, 
Monticello, 
Mt.  Vernon, 
Marshaltown, 
Montana, 
Oscaloosa, 
Ottumway, 
Tabor. 

West  Branch, 
Wilton, 
Winterset, 
Waterloo. 

Wisconsin. 
Beaver  Dam, 
Fond  du  Lac. 

Michigan. 
Adrian. 
Allegan, 
Bay  City, 
Battle  Creek, 
Corunna, 
Eaton  Rapids, 
Greenville, 
Hillsdale. 
Holly, 
Ionia. 
Jackson, 
Monroe, 
Marshall, 
Marquette, 
Pontiac, 

Lansing  Normal  Sch'l, 
Union  City, 
Tpeilanti. 

Minnesota. 
Anoka, 
Austin, 
Duluth, 
Hastings, 
Mankato, 


Winona. 

Oregon. 
Portland. 

Colorado. 
Grass  Valley, 
Marysville. 

Canada. 
Gait, 
Kingston, 
London, 
Oshawa, 
Peterboro, 
Paris, 
Perth, 
Princeton, 
Stratford. 
Sherbrook, 
Woodstock, 
Whitby. 

Nova  Scotia. 
Albion  Mines, 
Baddeck, 
Brookland, 
Canard, 
Clifton. 
Church  ville, 
Durham, 
Fishers  Grant, 
Faneuil  Hall. 
Guysborough, 
Hermon  Church, 
Hopewell, 
Kentsville, 
Loading  Ground, 
Lower  Barney's  River, 
Marshville, 
Middle  Stewiacke. 
Middle  Musquodoboit, 
Meaghers  Grant, 
Musquodoboit  Harbor. 
Marshy  Hope, 
Maitland. 
Middleton, 
Newport, 

North  East  Margarce, 
River  John, 
Sherbrooke, 
Springville, 
Sutherland  River, 
Sydney, 
Tatamagouche, 
Talmagonish, 
Watervale, 
WafervUle. 

New  Brxtnbwigk. 
Miramichi. 

Bbrmxtda. 
Hamilton  Parish, 
Harrington. 
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Reports  were  reci»ived  from  the  following  Associations  too  late  for  insertion 
in  tbe  tabulated  reports  : 


Pennsylvania. 
Easton, 
Franklin, 
Greenville, 
Germantown, 


Great  Bend, 

Illinois. 

Temperance, 

Quincy. 

Washington, 

Wattsbarg. 

TfiNNESSBE. 

Greenville 

Itembtrs  sf  l^e  llattonal  ^{(tnttbe  <!Dinnwtttet. 

Appointed  at  Portland,  Me.,  July,  1869,  for  Three  Yeais 
Xiooated    in    I^^e■w-Yorlc. 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD,  ....     48  P.ne  Street 

JAMES  STOKES,  Jr.,       -        -        -  104  John  Street 

TIMOTHY  G.  SELLEW,  Jr.,       -        -         103  Fulton  Street 
KOBERT  R  McBURNEY,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building,   (corner  of 

23d  Street  and  4th  Avenue.) 
EDGAR  A.  nUTCHlNS,  ...  37  Pine  Street 

BENJAMIN  C.  WETMORE,        ...        9  Pine  Street 
VERRANUS  MORSE,  M.  I).,     -     249  Carlton  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 


Quebec  

Ontario W.  J.   McCALLA St.  Catharines. 

I^'om  Scotia JAMES  FAKQUHAR Halifax. 

New  Brunswick WILLIAM   WELSH St.  John. 

Pnnce  Edward's  Island.  .JAMES  FRAZIER Chariot tetown. 

Miine         HENRY  H.  BURGESS Portland. 

Seio  Hampshire J.  P.   NEWELL Manchester. 

Vermont L.  W.  IIAWLEY     . BrattJeboro. 

Massachusetts L.  P.  RO WLAN I),  Jr Boston. 

Rhode  Island EDWIN   R.  IIOLDEN Providence. 

Connecticut HENRY  S.  STERLING Bridgeport. 

New  York JOHN  I.  PLATT Poujfhkeepsie. 

New  Jersey  CHARLES  B.  MORRIS Montclair. 

Pninsylmnia,,. C.  C.   SHIRK Erie. 

Maryland J.G.BERGEN Baltimore. 

District  of  Columbia GEORGE  A.  HALL Washin^on. 

Virginia H    W.BEADLE      Alexandria. 

Went  Virginia ALVORAD  F.  GIBBONS Charlestown. 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina V    C.  DIBBLE Charleston. 

Kentucky JOHN  L.  WHEAT Louisville. 

Georgia 

Ohio. H.  P.  LLOYD Cincinnati. 

Indiana M.  R.  BARNARD Indianapolis. 

Uliiiois D.  J.  PIKE Aurora. 

Missouri 

Michigan. FRANK  D.  TAYLOR Detroit. 

Wisconsin.  GEORCJE   S.  MARSH Whitewater. 

Nebraska 

Iowa       

California 

Minnesota W.  O.  HISKEY^ Minneapolis, 

Kansas    

Mississippi 

Tennessee LEWIS  GODFREY Greenville. 

Louisitina A.  H.   NELSON New  Orleans. 

Alabama 

Florida 
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BZBOimTE   Ck>iaCITTBB  OF  THS   TOUNa   Mbn'S  CHSIBTIAlir  ASSOCIATIONS) 

or  THB  Unitbd  Statbs  akd  Bbitish  Pboyikcbs,  V 

Corner  Fourth  Avenue  and  23d  Street.     ) 

Nbw  Yokk,  20ih  April,  1872. 

To  the  Young  Men^s  Christian  Associations  of  (he  United  States  and 
British  Provinces. 

The  Washington  Convention  of  these  Societies  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  City  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  at  the  call  of  this  Com- 
mittee. After  consultation  with  the  appropriate  Committee  of 
the  Association  in  that  city,  and  also  with  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Associations  in  various  portions  of  the  Continent, 
Wednesday,  the  12th  day  of  June  next,  has  been  fixed  upon  as 
the  time  likely  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

All  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  entitled,  under  the 
Rules  of  the  General  Conventions,  to  representation,  are,  therefore, 
invited  to  send  delegates  to  this,  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Con- 
vention. 

The  Meeting  for  Organisation  will  be  held  at  eleven  A.M.,  June 
12,  in  Huntington  HalL 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Rules  of  the  Conventions  in 
r^ard  to  representation : 

1.  No  Association  is  entitled  to  representation,  whose  Consti- 
tution  has  not  been  furnished  to  the  Executive  Committee— few 
Associations  have  as  yet  complied  with  this  rule. 

2.  Each  Association  must  also  have  furnished  to  the  Commit- 
tee a  statement  of  the  number  of  its  Members,  showing  how  many 
are  active  and  how  many  associate. 

8.  No  Association  organized  since  the  Portland  Convention,  is 
entitled  to  representation  unless  its  test  of  active  membership  is 
that  prescribed  at  that  Convention. 

4  Representation  is  based  only  on  the  number  of  active  mem* 
bers — ^those  having  one  hundred  members,  or  less,  are  entitled  to 
two  Delegates,  and  one  additional  Delegate  for  each  additional 
one  hundred  members ;  but  no  Association  is  entitled  to  more 
than  ten  Delegatea 
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Under  a  Resolution,  adopted  at  Washington,  the  Executive 
Committee  will  appoint  a  Temporary  Connmittee  on  Credentials 
which  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Eailroad  Depot  for  one  day 
previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  l^his  Committee  will 
receive  the  Credentials  of  all  Delegates,  and  give  in  return  their 
Certificate,  which  will  entitle  the  Delegates  receiving  it  to  admis- 
sion to  the  floor  of  the  Convention,  and  to  entertainment  by  the 
friends  of  our  cause  in  Lowell. 

A  Circular  will  shortly  be  issued  by  the  Lowell  Association, 
embracing  all  matters  of  detail  within  their  province,  such  as 
Rates  of  Fare,  Place  of  Meeting,  Reception  of  Delegates,  and  the 
like,  which  will  render  unnecessary  many  applications  for  in- 
formation on  the  part  of  those  interested  in  the  gathering. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  is  requested  to  fill  the  enclosed 
blank,  and  return  the  same,  at  once,  to  this  Committee.  To  be 
of  any  avail  in  preparing  the  Annual  Report,  it  must  be  returned 
at  an  early  day. 

Blank  Credentials  are  also  enclosed. 

The  following  topics,  among  others,  will  be  submitted  for  con- 
sideration and  discussion : 

1.  How  can  Association  worky  in  States  and  Provinces^  be  more 
effectively  organized^  and  Tnore  successfully  prosecuted  ? 

2.  Direct  religious  work,  among  young  men,  ike  first  and  great 
work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 

8.  The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  Geneml  Secretary,  and  in 
what  Associations  is  such  an  officer  necessary  f 

4.  Soiv  should  Bible  Classes  be  conducted  in  our  Associations,  and 
for  what  object  f  / 

5.  Lectures  cmd  Lecturers. 

6.  Sow  can  the  Associations  help  young  men  to  resist  temptations  f 
"Well-known  gentlemen  will  be  invited  to  address  the  Conven- 
tion briefly  in  opening  each  topic,  after  which  the  matter  will  be 
open  for  general  discussion. 

Some  observations  will  be  presented  to  the  Associations,  in  the 
Monthly  for  June,  which  will  be  issued  at  an  early  date,  in  re- 
gard to  the  phases  of  Association  work  which  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee  demand  particular  consideration. 

Let  every  Association  determine,  if  possible,  to  be  represented 
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at  Lowell  by  its  very  best  men,  who  shall  personify  the  spiritu- 
ality, the  energy,  the  culture,  the  love  for  our  peculiar  work, 
whereby  each  Association  is  willing  to  be  judged.  The  member- 
ship should  be  closely  scanned  in  order  to  secure  the  selection  of 
such  Delegates  as  shall  concentrate  in  the  Convention  a  body  of 
representative  young  Christians,  to  whose  devotion  and  earnest- 
ness a  full  recognition  will  be  accorded  not  merely  for  the  mo- 
ment, but  during  the  years  to  come. 

It  Should  be  our  prayer  and  expectation  that  the  approaching 
Convention  may  be  the  most  successful  and  memorable  one  of  all 
the  series,  in  its  fervor,  its  high  tone,  its  powerful  and  permanent 
spiritual  effects,  and  in  its  results  of  good  finiit  in  the  vineyard 
which  we  are  aiming  to  cultivate. 
Fraternally  yours, 


CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 
JAMES  STOKES,  Jr., 
TIMOTHY  G.  SELLEW,  Jb., 
EOBERT  R  McBURNEY, 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS, 
BENJAMIN  C.  WETMORB, 
VERRANUS  MORSE, 


^OTJL-^The  Retolutiiofu  qfihe  Conventions  require  that  the  right  to  vote  and 
hold  office  be  confined  to  members  of  BvangeliccU  Churches, 

The  Members  of  the  Associations  are  requested  to  give  particular  attention  to 
this  Cireular,  and  aiso  to  that  soon  to  he  issued  from  LoiselL  B  is  hoped  thsiy 
unU  be  found  to  ansu>er  fuUy  the  questions  that  are  Ukdg  to  arise  in  different 
minds,  and  that  frequent  applications  by  Utter  to  the  two  Committees  wiU  be  un^ 
tMcessary, 
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Rooms  of  thb  Lowell  Young  Men's  Chribtlin  ) 

Association,  y 

Lowell,  Mass.,  May  20th,  1872.  ) 

To  the  Young  Meria  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 
s  British  Provinces. 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  circular  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
bearing  date  April  20th,  has  doubtless  reached  you,  by  which 
you  are  informed  that  the  Seventeenth  International  Convention 
of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  will  be  held  in  our  city, 
commencing  Wednesday,  June  12th,  and  continuing  five  days. 

The  Convention  will  assemble  for  organization  at  11  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  at  Huntington  Hall,  comer  of  Merrimack  and  Button 
Streets. 

The  Welcome  Meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
(in  Huntington  Hall,)  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  offered  at  Portland, 
and  make  the  meeting  of  a  social  character,  for  mutual  acquaint- 
ance. The  delegates  will  be  welcomed  by  brief  addresses  from 
his  Excellency  Governor  William  B.  Washburn,  his  Honor 
Mayor  Peabody,  and  the  President  of  the  Lowell  Association, 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Sleeper.  It  is  designed  to  have  the  addresses 
occupy  but  a  small  portion  of  the  time,  after  which  the  hall  will 
be  cleared  of  seats,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  spent  in 
social  intercoursa 

Our  Entertainment  Committee  will  provide  for  all  delegates, 
in  the  homes  of  our  citizens  ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  they  invite 
the  brethren  to  avail  themselves  of  their  hospitality,  rather  than 
go  to  hotels,  as  ample  provision  will  be  made  for  all  accredited 
delegates.  Brethren  accompanied  with  friends,  not  delegates^  will 
be  obliged  to  provide  themselves  with  accommodations  at  the 
hotels,  and  the  following  houses  will  entertain  all  such  at  $2.00 
each  per  day  : 

Ajnerican  House,  corner  Central  and  Warren  Streets. 
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Washington  House,  corner  Central  and  Church  Streets. 

The  Reception  Committee  will  meet  delegates  at  the  depots 
and  coD^iict  them  to  the  office  of  Committee  on  Credentials  and 
Committee  on  Entertainment  Delegates  arriving  via  Lowell  and 
Framingham,  Stony  Brook  and  Northern  Eoads  will  leave  the 
cars  at  the  Northern  depot,  where  the  Reception  Committee  will 
be  in  attendance  to  meet  them.  Delegates  arriving  via  Boston, 
Lowell  and  Nashua,  from  Boston,  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  Salem 
and  Lowell,  will  leave  the  cars  at  the  Merrimack  Street  depot, 
where  may  be  found  the  office  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
and  Committee  on  Entertainment 

On  Tuesday  evening,  a  Union  meeting  of  a  devotional  charac- 
ter will  be  held  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Merrimack 
Street,  to  which  all  delegates  arriving  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening  of  that  day  are  cordially  invited. 

Delegates  will  not  be  required  to  wear  badges,  but  the  Recep- 
tion Committee  will  be  marked  with  a  blue  rosette,  so  as  to  be 
easily  distinguished  by  brethren  from. abroad,  as  they  leave  the 
cars.  • 

The  attention  of  delegates  is  called  to  the  following 

TRANSPORTATION  SCHEDULE. 

The  Conmiittee  on  Transportation  regret  that  in  consequence 
of  the  shortness  of  the  time  more  extended  arrangements  for  a 
reduction  of  fares  have  not  been  effected.  As  soon  as  the  time 
for  holding  the  Convention  was  determined,  this  Committee,  act- 
ing upon  the  suggestion  of  the  brethren  at  Washington  last  year, 
decided  to  divide  the  responsibility  and  labor  of  making  these 
arrangements  with  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  several 
States.  From  some  of  the  members  reports  have  been  received, 
and  the  following  is  the  result  of  our  united  labors  : 

1.  Fbom  Canada  to  Lowell  —By  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Vermont  Central 
Railway  Companies  at  one  fare.  Delegates  taking  the  Grand  Trunk  will  con- 
nect with  the  Vermont  Central  Railway  at  Montreal,  where  tickets  can  be  had 
at  No.  80  St.  James  Street.  Delegates  must  provide  themselves,  in  order  to 
secure  tickets,  with  a  certificate  of  their  appointment,  prepared  by  the  Managers 
of  these  roads,  and  to  be  obtained  of  T.  James  Claxton,  President  of  the  Mon- 
treal Association.  The  Great  Western  Railway  of  Canada  will  return  delegates 
free  over  its  line  upon  presentation  of  certificate  of  attendance  obtained  at  the 
Convention. 


14 

3.  From  Kota  Scotia. — For  arrangements  in  the  Eastern  ProTinces  dele- 
gates are  respectfally  referred  to  James  Farquhar,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

8.  From  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick.— The  Union  Line  of  Steamers  (Hatb-^ 
away  and  Small's)  from  Annapolis,  N.  S.,  and  from  down  St.  Johi^  River  to 
St.  Johns ;  the  European  and  North  American  Railway  from  Shediac,  Sack- 
▼ille,  Dorchester  and  intermediate  stations  to  St.  Johns ;  and  the  Western 
Extension  Railway  from  St.  Johns  to  Bangor,  will  all  return  delegates  free. 

4.  From  Mains. — The  Portland  and  Boston  line  of  steamers  will  carry  dele- 
gates to  Boston  and  return  at  $2.00  for  the  round  trip.  Also,  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road will  return  delegates  from  Boston  to  Portland  Aree.  The  St.  John  steamers 
(International  Steamship  Company)  will  sell  delegates  a  round  trip  ticket  to 
Boston  foi  $1.00  in  excess  of  regular  fare.  The  Maine  Central  Ridlroad  will 
return  delegates  A-ee  over  its  road. 

5.  From  New  Hamfbhirb. — The  Concord  Railroad,  with  its  connecting 
road  to  Lowell,  will  return  delegates  free. 

6.  VERMONT.^The  Vermont  Central,  with  its  leased  roads,  and  the  Cheshire 
Railroads  will  return  delegates  free.  The  Vermont  Central  and  its  leased  roads 
will  furnish  return  tickets  at  its  offices  upon  presentation  of  proper  credentials. 

7.  Massachusetts. — The  Boston  and  Lowell,  with  the  roads  it  operates, 
the  Fitchburg,  the  Boston,  Clinton  and  Fitchburg,  and  its  leased  roads,  and  the 
Eastern  Railroad  all  return  delegates  free. 

8.  From  New  Tork.— The  Providence  and  New  Tork  Steamship  Cbmpany 
'{Neptune  Line)  will  sell  delegates  tickets  from  New  York  to  Lowell  and  return 
V§iBt  Providence  and  South  Framingham,  for  $6.10  ;  tickets  to  be  had  at  their 
office.  Pier  27  North  River,  New  York.  The  New  York  and  Oswego  Midland 
Railroad  and  the  Southern  Central  Railroad  wifi  return  delegates  free,  the 
latter  road  furnishing  return  tickets  through  its  agent  at  Auburn  upon  presen- 
tation of  certificate  of  attendance. 

9.  Fkom  WASHiNaTOK. — The  Washington  Association  has  made  arrange- 
ments for  transportation  from  that  city  to  New  York — of  the  details  of  which 
we  are  not  advised — and  so  direct  delegates  to  that  Association  for  information. 

10.  New  Jersey. — What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  on  the 
roads  in  this  State,  may  be  learned  of  Brother  Charles  B.  Morris,  of  MontdaJr, 
who  has  them  in  charge. 

11.  Ohio. — Arrangements  on  the  roads  in  this  State  are.  not  completed  at 
present  date,  and  if  any  desirable  ones  are  made.  Brother  H.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, will  infonn  the  Associations  interested  therein. 

12.  From  the  West  and  South.— Excursion  tickets  for  the  round  trip, 
at  one  fare,  can  be  found  in  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Indian- 
apolis,  Columbus,  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg — to  New  York  and  return— over 
the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad,  upon  presentation  of  proper  credentials. 

13.  Alabama. — The  Western  Railroad  Company  of  Alabama,  the  Selma, 
Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad,  and  the  Alabama  Central  Railroad,  will  pass  dele- 
gates for  one  fare  over  their  roads,  and  will  give  free  return  ticket  upon  sale  of 
one  ticket,  and  the  presentlition  of  a  proper  credential. 

The  Corresponding  Members  from  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  California, 
report  their  inability  to  secure  any  reduction  of  fares  in  their  respective  States. 
Some  desirable  arrangements  East  we  were  unable  to  make  on  account  of  the 
time  of  the  Convention  coming  so  near  the  "  World's  Peace  Jubilee/'  which 
will  bring  to  these  roads  all  the  travel  they  can  provide  for. 

In  all  cases,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  where  in  this  schedule  it  is  stated 
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that  roads  will  give  %  free  reCiuni,  delegates  will  obtain  their  return  tickets  at 
the  Convention,  of  the  Transportation  Committee,  and  it  will  be  in  the  form  of 
fk  certificate,  to  be  signed  bj  the  Delegate  and  Chairman  of  the  Transportation 
Committee,  and  will  cover  the  facts  of  attendance  upon  the  Convention,  and 
that  fall  &re  has  been  paid  one  way. 

^^  In  conclusion,  this  Committee  desire  to  impress  npon  ail  delegates  the 
importance  of  providing  themselves  before  starting  with  the  proper  creden- 
tials of  their  appointments,  duly  attested  hj  the  officers  of  the  Association  they 
represent. 

G^  As  further  arrangements  maj  be  completed  between  this  and  the  time 
of  the  Convention,  it  would  be  well  in  all  cases,  for  delegates  to  present,  but  not 
surrender,  their  credentials  at  the  office  where  they  obtain  their  tickets,  and 
inquire  if  free  return  tickets  can  be  had. 

Any  further  information  will  be  furnished  upon  application  to 

JAMES  G.  BUTTBICK, 
Chairman  of  TrantportaUon  Commutes. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  each  Association  is  requested  to 
forward,  by  return  mail,  to  Chables  W.  Sleepeb,  (President  of 
Lowell  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,)  the  names  of  all  dele- 
gates appointed,  who  have  signified  their  intention  of  being  present. 

In  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  we  sincerely  desire  that  during 
the  days  that  shall  intervene,  ere  we  meet  in  Convention,  earnest 
prayers  may  ascend  from  all  our  Associations,  that  the  approaching 
Convocation  may  be  marked  by  the  presence  of  the  Blessed  Spirit 

Our  city  will  aflFord  the  brethren  who  visit  us  a  large  field  of 
labor.  It  has  been  correctly  styled  "  The  great  Birmingham  of 
America."  We  cannot  point  out  to  you  so  many  objects  of  in- 
terest as  may  be  found  in  other  places ;  but  we  can  direct  your 
attention  to  hundreds  of  precious  souls  for  whom  our  Redeemer 
died,  some  of  whom  we  trust  may  be  led  by  your  eflforts  to  Cal- 
vary's Cross,  there  to  accept  a  Saviour,  who  has  promised  that 
*'  If  He  be  lifted  up.  He  will  draw  all  men  unto  Him," 

Trusting  that  as  we  together  labor  and  pray,  a  rich  blessing 
may  descend  upon  the  delegates,  and  upon  the  city  in  which  they 
meet, 

We  remain  your  Brethren  in  Christ, 

CHA&  W.  SLEEPER,  GEO.  A.  WEED, 

R  P.  WOODS,  L  W.  BEARD, 

GEO.  D.  HILLS,  A.  W.  WEEKS, 

G.  E.  LOVEJOY, 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 


ETJLES  OF  THE  COMENTION. 


1.  The  order  of  each  day's  proceedings  shall  be  as  follows  : 
Devotional  Exercises — Reading  of  Minutes — Calls  for  Resolu- 
tions, Memorials  and  Propositions — Reading  of  Communications 
— Reports  of  Standing  Conmiittees — Reports  of  Special  Com- 
mittees— Unfinished  Business. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  organization  is  completed,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  appoint  the  following  Standing  Committees,  each  to 
consist  of  seven  members : 

A  Committee  on  Associations,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all 
matters  touching  the  Associations  in  their  individual  and  united 
action. 

A  Business  Committee,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  business 
of  a  general  nature. 

A  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Conmiittea 

A  Committee  on  Public  and  Devotional  Meetings. 

But  the  Convention  may  refer  any  business  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee, or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  at  its  pleasura 

A  Special  Committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  opening  session,  to  which  all  resolutions,  memorials 
and  propositions  shall  be  handed,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of 
the  session  of  the  Convention,  each  paper  to  contain  the  name  of 
the  proposer  and  the  name  of  the  Association  he  represents ;  these 
resolutions  to  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  without  read- 
ing. 

8.  After  the  appointment  of  the  Committees,  memorials,  reso- 
lutions and  propositions  shall  be  referred  by  the  President  with- 
out action  or  debate  to  a  Standing  Conmiittee,  unless  the  Conven- 
tion shall  refer  the  same  to  a  Select  Committee,  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  this  rule  of  reference  shall  apply  to  all 
business  brought  before  the  Convention,  except  such  as  is  inci- 
dental in  its  character. 

4.  The  Convention  at  any  time  may  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  consider  in  a  general  form  any  proposi- 
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tdon  or  matter  appertaining  to  the  Associations,  with  a  view  to 
develope  the  experience  of  the  Associations  and  the  opinions  of 
Delegates  upon  the  subjects  under  consideration ;  and  at  the  close 
of  its  discussion  thereon,  the  Committee  shall  report  its  conclu- 
sions to  the  Convention  for  its  action  ;  the  report  to  be  prepared 
and  submitted  for  such  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  matter 
under  discussion  relates,  unless  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall 
appoint  a  Special  Committee  to  prepare  and  submit  the  report 

5.  No  Committee  shall  sit  while  the  Convention  is  in  session, 
without  special  permission. 

6.  All  Conmiittees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless 
otherwise  ordered;  and  shall  report  matters  referred  to  them, 
unless  otherwise  instructed,  previous  to  the  last  business  session 
of  the  Convention. 

7.  All  reports  of  Committees  shall  be  numbered  and  placed 
upon  a  docket,  and  brought  up  in  regular  order  in  Convention, 
except  such  as  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

8.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  any  question, 
until  others  who  wish  have  spoken,  nor  more  than  five  minutes, 
without  unanimous  consent ;  and  this  rule  shall  prevail  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

9.  All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  they  are  put 
to  vote. 

10.  The  vote,  when  desired  by  five  members  of  dififerent  Asso- 
ciations, on  any  proposition,  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
recorded.  In  such  cases,  each  Association  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote,  which  shall  be  cast  by  a  majority  of  its  Delegates  present 

11.  Pending  any  question,  it  shall  always  be  in  order  to  move 
that  the  debate  close,  which  motion  shall  be  put  without  discus- 
sion in  this  form :  *•  Shall  the  question  be  now  put  ?  " 

12.  The  Convention  may  at  any  time  suspend  the  rules  for  a 
specified  object,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 

18.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  Corres- 
ponding Members  thereoi^  shall  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Con- 
vention as  Delegates. 
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FIRST  DAY. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  June  IfUh,  1872. 
The  Seventeenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces, 
met  in  Huntington  Hall,  and  was  called  to  order  at  11  A.  M.,  in 
the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  last  Convention,  by  the  First 
Vice-President  of  the  last  Convention,  L.  P.  Rowland,  of  Boston. 
H.  A  Sherwin,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  elected  Temporary  Sec- 
retary. After  prayer  by  Geo.  A  ilall,  of  Washington,  the  Con- 
vention sang 

"  All  Hail  the  Power  of  JcyiiiB  Name." 

Eev.  D.  Henry  Miller,  D.D.,  of  Lowell,  read  part  of  the  25th 
chapter  of  St  Matthew.     The  Convention  then  sang 
"  ChrJsUan  Welcome." 
The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  letter,  as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  June  10, 1873. 

Dear  Brethren  of  the  Convention  .'—The  meetin^r  at  Lowell  has  been  on  my 
heart  for  some  time,  and  I  hare  long^  to  strike  hands  with  you  again  in 
Christian  feUowship  and  work ;  bat  I  regret  to  find  that  the  condition  of  mj 
health  is  such  as  to  prevent  mj  coming  to  the  Convention,  and  with  a  reluc- 
tance that  must  be  felt  to  be  understood,  I  am  compelled  to  give  np  the  joy  of 
greeting  you  as  anticipated. 

Scattered  as  are  our  homes,  over  all  this  great  continent,  and  confined  by  thb 
duties  of  each  day,  we  see  but  little  of  each  other,  so  that  it  has  been  a  sweet 
privilege  to  make  an  annual  pilgrimage  to  some  mount  of  communion  and  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Some  of  us  date  our  best  usefulness  from  the  holy  hours  spent  in  interchange 
of  plans  and  mingling  thus  in  prayer.  Many  who  in  all  probability  would 
never  have  known  each  other  on  earth,  have  become  friends,  and  life  long 
helpers  through  the  blessed  Conventions  that  brought  them  together. 

Great  as  has  been  the  results  of  past  Conventions,  I  pray  that  the  Convention 
this  year  may  be  the  best  ever  held ;  that  each  delegate  may  be  led  by  the  spirit 
of  Qod,  and  that  heavenly  wisdom,  and  tliat  alone,  may  direct  to  such  measures 
as  shall  build  up  and  strengthen  the  Associations  now  in  existence,  and  bring 
into  life  so  numy  new  organizations  that  a  new  spirit  and  wonderful  power  will 
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rest  upon  all  our  future  work.  Why  not  a  blessing  upon  our  entire  land  from 
the  days  to  be  spent  together  in  conference  and  prayer  of  a  thousand  Christian 
hearts  ? 

Look  for  it  dear  brethren.    Ask  for  it.     Work  for  it. 
Yours  in  toil  and  lore, 

JNO.  WANAMAKER. 

L.  P.  Eowland,  of  Boston,  the  Chairman,  delivered  a  brief  and 
stirring  address. 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  then  offered  prayer,  and 
"  Sow  in  the  Mom  thy  Seed  " 
was  sung  by  the  Convention. 

Alfred  Sandham,  of  Montreal,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Besohed,  That  a  Committee  of  seren  be  appointed  to  examine  the  creden- 
tials of  ]>elegates  and  Corresponding  Members,  and  prepare  a  list  of  the  saine. 

The  following  Committee  was  appointed :  Alfred  Sandham, 
Montreal ;  I.  W.  Beard,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  W.  R  Lambert,  Emory, 
Va. ;  Jacob  K  Waltz,  New  Albany,  InA  ;  H.  P.  Adams,  Dayton, 
Ohio ;  O.  R  Blunt,  Nashua,  N.  H. ;  James  Meldrum,  Washington. 

The  rules  of  the  last'  Convention  were  then,  on  motion  of 
W.  Anderson,  of  Toronto,  adopted  for  the  guidance  of  this 
Convention  until  otherwise  ordered. 

J.  H.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Beiolved,  That  a  temporary  Conmiittee  on  Business  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  seven  members,  to  whom  all  matters  of  business  shall  be  referred  until  a 
permanent  organization  shall  have  been  effected. 

The  following  were  appointed :  John  H.  Cheever,  Cincinnati, 
O. ;  Charles  B.  Morris,  Montclair,  N.  J. ;  George  W.  Beach, 
Waterbury,  Conn.  ;  James  K  Blair,  Truro,  N.  S. ;  B.  D.  Wishart, 
Hanover,  Ind. ;  L.  A.  Bishop,  Bristol,  R  L  ;  James  H.  Franklin, 
Selma,  Ala. 

F.  H.  Smith,  of  Washington,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Betohed,  That  a  Committee  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  State,  Dis- 
trict, Territory  and  Province  represented,  be  appointed  to  nominate  permanent 
officers. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chair  was,  on  motion  of 
Alfred  Sandham,  Montreal,  empowered  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
Committee. 

The  following  Committee  were  appointed  :  P.  H.  Smith,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ;  S.  J.  Lincoln,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Wm.  M.  Martin, 
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Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Wm.   H.  Irwin,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  A.  J. 

Howe,  Montpelier,  Vt ;  R  W.  Hales,  Charlottetown,  P.  B.  L  ; 

M.  H   Goudge,  Windsor,  N.  S. ;  B.  T.  C.  Knowles,  St.  John, 

N.  B. ;  Geo.  A.  Young,  Hamilton,  Ont ;  L.  A.  Bishop,  Bristol, 

K.  L  ;  R  EL  Eemington,  Fall  River,  Mass. ;  John  Horner,  Grand 

Rapids,  Mich. ;  Dabney  Carr,  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  C.  C.  Lathrop, 

Newark,  New  Jersey  ;  H.  G.  O.  Gary,  Zanesville,  Ohio ;  B.  W 

Chase,  St  Paul,  Minn. ;  C.  M.  Bailey,  Winthrop,  Me. ;  C.  B. 

Chichester,  Columbia,  S.  C. ;  James  Baylis,  Montreal ;  H.  L. 

McKee,  Selma,  Ala. ;  F.  W.  Reeves,  Laconia,  N.  H. ;  R  Weiden- 

sall,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  R  0.  Mayhew,  Indianapolis,  Indiana ;  George 

D.  Stroud,  Germantown,  Pa. 

B.  P.  Woods,  Lowell,  Mass.,  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted : 

Besohed,  That  the  members  of  the  press,  thedergymen  of  Lowell,  and  other 
clergymen  present,  and  also  all  members  of  Assodations  not  regolarly  accredited 
as  delegates,  be  constituted  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Conrention. 

On  motion  of  R  R  McBumey,  of  New  York,  the  Temporary 
Business  Committee  was  given  leave  to  retire  and  prepare  the 
order  of  business  for  the  afternoon  session. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Committee  the  time  was  occupied  in 
devotional  exercises. 

J.  H.  Cheever,  Chairman  of  Temporary  Business  Committee, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

1.  Prayer  meeting  to  be  hdd  in  St.  Paul's  M.  E.  Church,  Hurd  St.,  this 
P.  M.,  from  2  to  8  o'clock,  to  be  led  by  Dabney  Carr,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

2.  At  8  o'clock  listen  to  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organisation,  Bro. 
F.  H.  Smith,  of  VSTashington,  D.  C. 

8.  Reading  of  the  Executive  Committee^s  Report. 

4.  If  time  i>ermits  take  up  first  topic  suggested  by  the  Committee. 

A4Joum  at  5  o'clock. 

At  6i  o'clock  hold  an  open-air  meeting  in  front  of  Depot,  to  be  led  by  Bro. 
R.  Weidensall,of  Nebraska ;  also,  at  the  same  hour,  an  open-air  meeting,  comei' 
of  Central  and  Jackson  Streets,  to  be  led  by  Geo.  A.  Hall,  of  Washington. 

At  7i  o'clock,  welcome  meeting  at  Huntington  Hall. 

On  motion  adjourned. 
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APTEENOON  SESSION.— First  Day. 

The  afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  in  St  Paul's  M.  K 
Church,  at  8  o'clock,  by  the  Chairman,  L.  P.  Rowland  After 
singing,  J.  W.  Hamilton,  Somerville,  Mass.,  read  the  6th  chapter 
of  Ephesians,  and  offered  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved, 
aft«r  which  "  Christ  for  All  the  World"  was  sung  by  the  Con- 
vention. 

F.  H.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Or- 
ganization, reported  the  name  of  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 
for  President  He  was  elected  by  acclamation,  and  R.  R 
McBurney,  of  New  York,  was  appointed  to  conduct  him  to  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Miller,  on  taking  the  chair  delivered  a  brief  address,  and 
called  on  Jos.  Anderson,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  to  lead  in  prayer. 

F.  H.  Smith  reported,  as  Vtce-Presidents :  John  Hill,  Boonton, 
N.  J. ;  C.  E.  Chichester,  Columbia,  S.  C. ;  James  H.  Franklin, 
Selma,  Ala. ;  W.  H.  Irwin,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  Jacob  K  Waltz, 
New  Albany,  Ind. ;  E.  W.  Chase,  St  Paul,  Minn. ;  Robt  Weid- 
ensall,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Joseph  Anderson,  Waterbury,  Conn  ;  Jas. 
Baylis,  Montreal ;  W.  J.  McCalla,  St  Catherines,  Ont ;  W.  B. 
McNutt,  Halifax,  N.  S. ;  Sumner  J.  Lincoln,  Baltimore,  Md. ; 
Charles  W.  Sleeper,  Lowell,  Mass.  Secretaries, — George  D. 
Stroud,  Oermantown,  Penn. ;  P.  Skinner,  Jr.,  Providence,  R  L  ; 
E.  T.  C.  Knowles,  St  John,  N.  B. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Anthony  Comstock,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  moved  that  R  R 
McBumey  conduct  John  Hill,  First  Vice-President,  to  his  seat, 
which  was  done. 

Edgar  A.  Hutchins,  of  New  York,  in  the  absence  of  the' Chair- 
man, Cephas  Brainerd,  read  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  also  the  Report  of  R  C.  Morse  of  his  tour  of 
visitation  to  associations.    (See  Reports,  in  Appendix.) 

Aft;er  the  delegates  had  sung  the  hymn,  "Work  and  Pray," 
Robert  Weidensall  read  his  report     (See  Report,  in  Appendix.) 

Peter  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  prayer. 
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J.  H.  Cheever,  Chairman  of  Business  Committee,  reported  the 
following  order  of  business  for  to-morrow,  which  was  adopted : 

1st  Prayer  meeting,  from  6  to  7  o'clock,  in  the  Hall  of  the 
Association,  to  be  led  by  R  R  Holden,  of  Providence,  R  I. 

2d.  Prayer  meeting  in  this  Church,  from  8^  to  9 J  o'clock,  to 
be  led  by  Dr.  E.  C.  English,  New  Brunswick.  Morning  Session 
from  9i  to  12. 

First  business  after  the  general  order  being  the  discussion  of 
the  first  topic  recommended  by  the  Committee : 

1.  How  can  Association  Work,  in  States  and  Provinces,  be  more 
effectively  organized,  and  mare  successfuUy  prosecuted?  To  be  opened 
by  J.  S.  McLean,  of  Halifax. 

Next,  the  fourth  topic : 

4.  How  should  Bible  Classes  he  condtccted  in  our  Associations,  and 
for  what  object  f    To  be  opened  by  T.  A.  Nelson,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

R  R  McBumey,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous  consent,  moved 
the  following  additional  rule  for  the  government  of  the  Conven- 
tion: 

KuLE  14.  "  Members  assigned  to  open  subjects  of  discussion 
will  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes,  and  all  other  speakers  to  five 
minutes,  each,"  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

C.  M.  Winchester,  of  Providence,  R  L,  pronounced  the  bene- 
diction, and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


WELCOME  EECEPTION. 

The  Welcome  Meeting  was  held  at  Huntington  Hall,  on  the 
evening  of  June  12th,  beginning  at  8  o'clock.  The  hall  had  been 
handsomely  decorated  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  Eno,  of  LowelL 

H.  Thane  Miller  occupied  the  Chair.  The  exercises  of  the 
evening  were  opened  by  Kev.  N.  C.  Mallory,  Pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  of  Lowell,  who  read  from  the  8d  Chapter  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  offered  prayer,  after  which  the  Hymn 
of  Welcome  was  sung  by  the  audience,  accompanied  by  Bryant's 
Band,  of  LowelL 
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HYMN  OP  WELCOME. 

Tune,  America, 

Composed  by  ICss.  Sbwall  Srattuck,  of  Lowell. 

Welcome,  in  Jesus'  name. 

Ye  who  would  spread  His  fame 

O'er  sea  and  land. 
From  earth's  remotest  shore, 
All,  who  His  name  adore, 
Welcome,  thrice  welcome  here ; 

United  stand. 

J07  to  receive  each  gfuest 
Who  in  His  armor  dressed 

Our  King  shall  own, 
Li  Christian  union  strong. 
We  battle  with  the  wrong ; 
Oh  I  may  the  victor's  song 

Our  efforts  crown. 

"Mighty  Jehovah,"  deign 
In  all  our  hearts  to  reign  ;-^ 

Guide  Thou  our  course. 
Thy  gentle  Spirit  send. 
Our  hearts  in  love  to  blend. 
That  life  may  upward  tend 

To  Thee,  its  source  I 

Then,  when  earth's  work  is  o'er. 
And  from  yon  vernal  shore 

Sweet  voices  call,— 
Lord,  in  Thy  dwelling  fair. 
Where  many  mansions  are. 
Thy  wondrous  love  to  share, 

Receive  us  all. 

The  President  then  said, 

The  Seventeenth  Litemational  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  of  the  British  Provinces  and  the  United  States,  assembled  in  Lowell 
to-day  as  all  of  you  know,  and  to-night  we  meet  for  the  exchange  of  yreloome 
and  of  social  conversation.  I  am  very  happy  to  announce  as  the  first  speaker 
of  the  evening,  the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Washburn,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Q-ov.  Washburn  said, 

I£r.  PreriderU : — I  wish  to  say  to  all  the  representatives  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  gathered  here,  not  only  from  di£Ebrent  sections  of  our  own^ 
country,  but  to  those  from  abroad,  that  I  feel  no  ordinary  interest  in  the  woric 
in  which  you  are  engaged.  And  if  I  can  do  anything  by  my  presence,  or  by  mj 
example,  or  any  feeble  words  which  I  may  utter  this  evening,  to  give  these 
Associations  any  new  stimulus  or  new  impulse  to  go  forward  and  do  manfully 
the  great  work  which  they  have  undertaken,  I  shall  accomplish  all  I  desira 
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The  injonction  of  Christ  to  His  disciples  at  the  introdaction  of  Christianitj— 
**  Preach  the  Gospel  to  everj  creature/'  has  heen  acknowledged  to  be  binding 
upon  every  sacceeding  generation  of  Christians.  Many  of  the  great  benevolent 
organizations  of  the  day  have  for  their  object  the  accomplishment  of  this  noble 
work.  Millions  of  treasure  have  been  expended,  thousands  of  individual  Chris- 
tians have  given  their  lives  to  the  enterprise,  and  yet,  so  broad  is  the  field,  and 
BO  pressing  the  demand,  that  there  never  was  a  greater  encouragement  for  us 
to  redouble  our  efforts  in  this  direction  than  at  the  present  moment.  But  while 
we  have  attempted  the  performance  of  the  first  clause  of  the  parting  words  of 
the  Master  to  His  followers,  the  second  or  closing  injunction  to  preach  to  everjf 
creature  seems  to  have  been  forgotten,  or  perhaps  not  so  sufficiently  appreciated 
as  to  lead  to  any  systematic  effort  for  its  fulfilment.  The  early  Christians,  their 
minds  filled  with  the  instructions  of  the  Master,  their  hearts  overflowing  with 
love  toward  Him,  having  received  a  new  baptism  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  un. 
dertook  to  fulfill  His  parting  command.  They  went  forth  as  missionaries  to 
carry  the  Gospel  into  distant  regions ;  they  engaged  in  home  work,  going  from 
house  to  house,  and  piety  multiplied  itself  by  individual  effort^friend  seeking' 
for  friend,  brother  for  brother,  literally  urging  the  claims  of  the  Gospel  upon 
every  individual.  May  not  Christians  of  the  present  day  learn  something  from 
this  example  of  personal  effort  ? 

In  the  year  1835,  an  enlightened  Christian  layman  in  the  City  of  London 
was  led  to  examine  the  statistics  showing  the  number  of  church-membership, 
and  was  surprised  to  ascertain  that  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  with  a  population 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand,  there  were  more  church  communicants 
than  in  that  great  city  with  a  populatiou  of  two  millions.  While  Christian  phi- 
lanthropists had  given  most  liberally  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  every  fiunily  in  that 
distant  island,  they  were  overwhelmed  with  the  fact  that  in  their  midst,  in  spite 
of  splendid  cathedrals,  the  great  minority  were  living  without  entering  them  or 
listening  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  When  they  realised  their  position, 
they  hastened  to  apply  the  remedy.  A  society  was  formed  with  the  special  ob- 
ject of  seeking  out  the  destitute  and  the  neglected,  the  object  being  not  to  pro- 
mulgate any  particular  form  of  the  Christian  religion,  but  simply  to  promul- 
gate Christianity  itself.  The  first  rule  that  was  adopted  was,  that  every  indi- 
vidual who  engaged  in  the  work  must  abstain  from  the  discussion  of  the  con- 
stitution and  government  of  the  churches,  and  simply  proclaim  ii^  his  district 
the  Plan  of  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ.  If  we  were  to  examine  the  statistics  oi 
our  own  country,  we  should  find  that  in  many  sections  the  number  of  church 
communicants  would  prove  far  less  than  in  some  of  our  foreign  missionary 
fields.  We  have  become  somewhat  distinguished  by  our  efforts  to  establish 
Common  Schools  and  Christian  Churches.  We  believe  that  the  permanency  of 
our  institutions  depends  upon  them ;  but  notwithstanding  all  our  sacrifices  and 
expenditures  to  furnish  a  free  Gospel,  more  than  one-half  the  people  never 
enter  the  sanctuary  or  listen  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  Less  than  half  of 
our  children  are  gathered  into  our  Sabbath-schools.  The  great  problem  to 
solve  is,  how  are  we  to  bring  the  Gospel  to  bear  upon  the  destitute  portion  of 
our  community  ?  How  are  we  to  cultivate  these  barren  wastes?  I  answer  that 
you  cannot  depend  upon  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  do  this  work. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  earnestness  and  excitement.    Men  labor  with  more 
seal,  with  more  energy  than  formerly.    There  is  a  deeper  interest ;  and  the 
forces  of  men's  minds  were  never  more  aliye  than  ftt  ^he  presei^t  moment. 
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They  will  not  be  trifled  with  by  tame  efibrts.  With  the  pressing  demands  upon 
the  minister  of  the  present  day,  it  is  no  ordinary  task  for  him  to  meet  them« 
With  this  increasing  responsibility  in  his  pulpit,  in  his  stndy,  and  the  ever 
widening  field  in  his  'parish  proper,  can  he  be  expected  to  give  his  attention 
to  this  field?  Neither  can  we  depend  upon  our  churches  to  do  this  work. 
They  may  furnish  the  means,  but  never  since  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
into  the  world  could  the  church,  as  an  organization  and  as  a  body,  be  relied 
upon  to  undertake  such  a  work.  But  if  this  territory  is  to  be  taken  permanent 
possession  of  and  cultivated,  it  must  be  through  the  personal  effort  of  indivi- 
dual Christians  connected  with  our  different  organizations.  Every  church  most 
seek  out  the  barren  waste  places  within  its  borders.  Every  pastor  must  feel 
an  interest  in  helping  to  organize  a  force  that  shall  go  forth  to  take  possession 
of  these  territories.  These  Toung  Men^s  Christian  Associations,  planted  all 
over  this  land,  must  co-operate  and  go  into  the  world  and  bring  in  the  neglected 
ones.  We  have  become  distinguished  by  our  efibrts  to  relieve  the  outward 
necessities  and  sufferings  of  our  fellow-men.  They  make  their  personal  appeals 
to  us  in  language  too  eloquent  to  be  misunderstood. 

But  the  work  which  we  propose  has  to  do  with  the  hidden  and  unseen.  We 
have  erected  our  hospitals,  our  asylums,  our  reform  schools,  our  public  build- 
ings to  relieve  the  physical  condition  of  the  erring  ^nd  unfortunate.  But  let 
us  never  suppose  that  by  giving  of  our  abundance  to  relieve  their  merely  tern- 
poral  necessities  we  have  acquitted  ourselves  of  our  nighest  obligation.  Guided 
by  true  Christian  love,  the  soul  must  ever  be  made  the  object  of  our  efforts. 
But  while  all  will  feel  interested  in  their  cause,  yet  they  will  say  there  are 
difilculties  to  be  overcome;  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  are  so  great  that  they 
cannot  expect  to  succeed. 

Some  say  we  have  no  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  our  town  or  our 
neighborhood ;  there  is  no  one  connected  with  our  church  except  the  pastor, 
who  is  ready  to  engage  in  this  work.  But  is  it  true  in  this  enlightened  age. 
in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  that  there  is  a  Christian  church  in 
which  there  is  no  individual  who  can  stand  up'  for  Christ  ?  But  then  we  have 
no  educated  men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  present  their  thoughts  in  pub- 
lic, And  are  we  to  depend  upon  educated  men  to  do  this  work  ?  If  so,  we  shall 
fidl.  Do  we  look  to  men  who  can  present  their  ideas  in  the  most  eloquent  and 
grammatical  language  1  These  accomplishments  are  all  well  enough  in  their 
place,  but  are  not  indispensable  to  the  representative  of  Christ.  They  were 
not  deemed  so  for  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into  the  world.  The  honored, 
the  wealthy ;^  the  learned  of  the  Sanhedrim  were  passed  by,  and  poor,  ignorant, 
unknown  ^hermen  selected. 

What  is  wanted  in  this  work  is  not.  so  much  the  eloquence  of  the  lips  as  the 
eloquence  of  a  pure,  spotless  life.  Not  so  much  the  words,  as  a  heart  too  full 
for  utterance.  That  poor,  unlettered  individual  who  has  drank  deep  at  the 
fountain  of  life  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  love  toward  his  Master,  not  only 
professing,  but  living  up  to  the  profession  in  his  daily  walks,  will  do  more  to 
win  souls  to  Christ  by  his  few  stammering  words,  than  the  combined  eloquence 
of  the  church.  But  how  is  this  dormant  power  of  the  church  to  become  inter- 
ested in  this  work  ?  We  have  a  few  theological  schools  at  which  are  educated 
a  few  hundred  young  men  for  the  special  work  of  preaching  the  OospeL  We 
have  a  few  thousand  of  these  men  in  the  field  now  engaged  in  this  work. 
These  are  our  organized  forces  for  the  great  conflict  whi«h  is  before  us.  When 
we  contemplate,,  even  dimly,  the  pressure  of  the  great  moral  demand  upon  09 
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even  at  oar  very  doors,  we  see  how  utterlj  inftdeqaate  is  the  means  to  meet  the 
demand ;  hence  the  necessity  of  appealing^  to  onr  churches  for  volonteers.  We 
look  to  these  Young  Men*8  Christian  Associations,  scattered  in  the  different 
sections  of  the  country,  to  come  forward  and  unite  with  the  pastors  of  our 
several  churches,  and  devise  such  plans  and  such  means  as  shall  be  beet  adapted 
to  secure  success. 

Oh  I  could  we  see  the  pastors  of  our  churches  and  these  Associations  uniting 
together  in  every  section  of  the  country,  we  should  see  these  desolate  wastes 
changed  into  frmtful  fields. 

There  are  brought  in  upon  our  hands  at  present,  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  almost  thousands  daily.  The  great  battle  which  is  to  be  fought  in 
future  years  is  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  possession  the  adequate  means  to 
Oliristianize  them,  if  this  country  is  to  prosper,  and  to  become  what  every  true 
man  and  woman  would  have  it  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  What  I  wish 
to  say,  then,  is  this :  that  we  cannot  rely  simply  upon  our  churches  and  pastors ; 
the  demand  is  too  great,  and  we  must  have  these  Associations.  We  must  have 
these  Lay  Workmen.  We  must  go  forth  and  take  possession  of  this  unculti- 
vated soil,  and  not  let  it  run  to  waste.  Let  it  be  done,  and  you  and  I  will  hear 
the  first  stroke  of  the  millennium  in  tones  so  dear  that  it  cannot  be  misunder^ 
stood. 

But  I  have  already  detained  you  too  long.  Let  me  thank  you  for  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  a  word  to  encourage  you  in  the  noble  work  in  which  you  are 
engaged.  I  do  not  know  how  you  feel,  but  I  sometimes  feel  as  if  we  were 
entering  upon  a  new  life ;  that  we  were  about  to  thr9w  off  the  old  life,  after  the 
flesh,  and  enter  upon  a  new  one,  after  the  spirit.  I  have  no  fears,  as  far  as  this 
country  is  concerned,  with  regard  to  its  business  prospects.  We  have  energy 
to  carry  us  forward.  It  is  business,  business,  from  early  morning  till  late  in 
the  evening.  Our  business  affiUrs  will  prosper  Wealth  is  the  great  object 
that  seems  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  minority  of  young  men.  Wealth  is 
well  enough  in  its  place.  It  is  very  difficult  to  see  how  we  could  get  along  with 
many  of  these  benevolent  organizations  without  it.  It  is  as  valuable  to-day  as 
ever  it  was,  but  in  itself  it  is  of  very  little  consequence.  The  simple  question 
is,  how  is  this  wealth  to  be  appropriated  ?  The  individual  who  possesses  it  will 
be  held  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which  he  uses  it.  We  must  look  to  the 
education  and  culture  of  our  fellow  men.  We  all  love  to  give  our  children  a 
better  education  than  we  received,  so  that  when  they  come  upon  the  stage  of 
action  they  will  be  better  fitted  \o  fill  our  places.  Ton  cannot  estimate  a  man 
by  what  he  possesses,  but  only  by  what  he  is  doing  with  it,  what  is  the  benefit 
the  world  will  enjoy  from  it.  Just  so  in  regard  to  a  position  of  influence  and 
honor ;  whatever  one  possesses  it  is  the  use  he  makes  of  it  that  makes  it  valu- 
able. 

Let  me  say  then,  my  fHends,  let  it  be  the  highest  aim  of  each  one  of  us, 
wherever  we  may  be  placed,  whatever  may  be  our  station  in  society,  to  make 
the  communities  in  which  we  dwell,  the  families  of  which  we  are  members,  the 
country  to  which  we  belong,  nobler,  and  purer,  and  happier  by  reason  of  our 
lives. 

flon  J.  G.  Peabody,  Mayor  of  Lowell,  then  said  : 

Mr,  PresicUnt  and  JMegatei  of  the  ConverUian : 

It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  represent  our  city  in  welcoming  you  to 
the  hospitalities  of  our  citizens,  on  this  your  anniversary  gathering.    I  Xnow 
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the  citizens  of  Lowell  who  have  invited  joa  here,  and  I  can  assure  jon,  (of 
what  70a  have  doabtl ess  learned  without  such  assurance,)  that  thej  will  receive 
you  with  a  generous  welcome.  Tou  have  left  jour  homes,  and  have  traveled, 
many  of  you,  a  long^  distance  in  the  accomplishment  of  what  jou  oonaidered  a 
Christian  duty — a  great  Christian  responsibility.  You  come  here,  representing 
various  Christian  sects,  differing  widely  perhaps  on  some  points  of  Chiiskiaik 
doctrine,  agreeing  in  others ;  but  in  one  purpose,  I  feel  assured,  you  are  united — 
the  elevation  and  Christian  improvement  of  your  fellow-men. 

Sin  and  consequent  misery  are  everywhere  around  us.  Let  us  each  and  all 
do  what  we  may  to  lead  our  fellow-men  to  a  higher  and  nobler  life.  It  should 
be  our  object  not  so  much  to  make  proselytes  to  this  or  that  particular  seet^  as 
to  elevate  and  christianize ;  not  so  much  to  teach  creeds  as  to  lead  men  to 
follow  the  precepts  of  the  Great  Teacher,  Christ.  Let  us  hope,  my  Mends, 
that  the  time  may  speedily  arrive  when  we  shall  all,  of  every  sect  and  Chris- 
tian name,  be  united  in  one  Lord,  one  Faith  and  one  Baptism. 

My  Mends,  allow  me  again  to  tender  to  you  the  hospitalities  of  our  city ; 
and  should  you  have  any  hours  not  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  your  Convention, 
we  would  invite  you  to  visit  our  schools,  our  libraries,  and  our  various  indus- 
trial establishments,  in  all  of  which  you  will  be  made  entirely  welcome.  Allow 
me  to  express  the  wish  that,  at  the  close  of  your  Convention,  you  may  each  and 
all  return  in  safety  to  your  homes,  with  the  consciousness  that  you  have  accom- 
plished something  for  the  elevation  of  mankind. 

Charles  W.  Sleeper,  President  of  the  Lowell  Association,  wel- 
comed and  addressed  the  delegates  as  follows  : 

Mr,  PrenderU  and  Delegates : — Tou  have  been  cordially  welcomed  to  our 
Commonwealth  in  an  instructive  address  by  His  Excellency,  Gh>v.  Washburn, 
cordially  welcomed  to  our  busy  city  by  his  Honor,  Mayor  Peabody,  and  I  now, 
in  fulfilment  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  welcome  you  in  behalf  of  the  Lowell 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association — an  humbler  welcome,  though  none  the  less 
heartfelt  and  sincere.  As  we  welcome  every  instrumentality  for  good  among 
us,  so  we  welcome  you ;  that  together,  comparing  the  notes  of  a  year's  cam- 
paigning, full  of  successes  and  reverses,  we  may  the  more  readily  detect  erro- 
neous actions  and  in  the  future  avoid  them,  and  the  more  readily  and  more 
earnestly  seize  and  control,  however  small,  in  the  aggressive  warfiure  of  good 
against  evil. 

Brethren,  I  welcome  you  to-night  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Master  in  whose 
cause  we  are  laboring.  In  the  name  of  that  Master  I  beseech  you  to  teach  us 
while  among  us  how  to  obtain  a  mo^e  abiding  faith,  a  more  glorious  hope,  a 
more  fibithful  and  perfect  Christian  Charity  to  mankind.  If  you  shall  do  this, 
all  our  labors  in  preparing  for  this  Convention  shall  be  amply  repaid.  There 
is  no  welcome  of  earth  happier  than  this  I  am  delegated  to  extend  to  you.  For 
the  time  being  you  have  no  abiding  city ;  no  distinctions  of  nationality,  domin- 
ion, or  race ;  no  sectional  prejudices ;  none  are  for  or  against.  We  are  one  in 
Christ ;  seeking  a  happier  and  better  country  above. 

Brethren,  what  other  body  of  men,  think  you,  on  the  face  of  the  round 
globe  save  Christians,  can  thus  find  access  to  that  sacred  spot  we  know  as 
home?  Yea,  what  body  called  Christians  could  gain  access  there  save  those 
from  which  we  are  sure  the  pure  |ind  perfect  precepts  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
shall  receive  useful  and  practical  illustration  ?  You  have  borne  the  banner  of 
the  CroQs  ouwiuEd  to  yiotory.    We  welcome  the  cheerful  faith  it  has  given  you 
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among  as.  The  caase  has  flai^ged,  and  some  of  70a  Lave  rallied  aroand  an  al 
most  deserted  standard.  We  welcome  tlie  moral  courage  and  strength  it  has 
tndnced.  Some  of  yovL  have  failed  in  your  intentions,  and  jet  not  on  high. 
We  thank  Gkxl  70a  are  with  as  to^night>  and  are  not  weary  with  well-doing. 

May  Gkxl  bless  yoa,  brethren,  to  gain  strength  for  renewed  labors  from  this 
Convention.  And  yoa,  Mr.  President,  may  yoa  have  grace  to  direct  the  delib- 
erations of  this  Convention  to  the  best  ends.  May  God  be  with  yoa  and  they 
who  are  yoor  supporters  on  your  right  and  on  your  left  hand.  May  yoa,  breth- 
ren, seek  strength  to  discuss  the  themes  before  you,  on  your  knees  before  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  as  you  seek  to  labor  for  Him  may  yoa  approach  that  King- 
dom of  God  which  is  joy,  and  peace  and  righteoosness. 

W.  n.  Doane,  Cincinnati,  led  the  congregation  in  singing 
**  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds." 

John  C.  Hill,  First  Vice-President,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
delegates,  as  follows : 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  when  I  first  formed  the  acqasintance  of  my 
good  friend,  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth.  It  was  a  little  over  five 
years  ago  that  I  met  him  in  the  Congressional  prayer  meeting  in  the  City  of 
Washington.  I  had  gone  there  as  a  representative  of  a  district  in  my  State,  and 
I  found  this  meeting  was  held  every  Saturday  evening.  I  went  to  that  meet- 
ing, and  heard  this  good  Governor  lead  us  in  prayer.  I  asked  his  name.  They 
said  he  was  «  member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Washbam.  When 
he  left  OS  to  become  Governor  of  this  State,  there  were  many  who  regretted  to 
lose  him,  because  he  was  a  noble  man  and  Christian  statesman,  and  they  de- 
sired to  retain  him  in  the  counsels  of  the  nation.  (Applause.)  I  am  glad  to 
meet  him  here  upon  the  platform  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  here 
strangers  to  each  other  as  regards  our  church  relations.  We  are  here  with  our 
motto—"  Tbe  Love  of  Christ  constraineth  us!"— and  with  another  motto—"  All 
for  Christ."  Our  work  is  to  band  together  in  the  effort  to  do  good  among 
tlie  young.  I  have  known  a  little  about  this  work  from  personal  experience. 
I  see  around  me  young  men  saved  and  lifted  up  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association.  If  no  more  should  be  accomplished 
than  what  has  been,  we  may  say  it  has  been  well  done.  We  desire  that  this  work 
shall  go  forward.  We  ask  for  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian  people  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  country.  We  ask  every  man  and  woman  who 
loves  the  Lord  Jesus  Ciirist  to  help  us  to  carry  forward  this  organization,  and 
to  do  good  among  the  young.  Our  object  is  to  have  these  Associations  planted 
in  our  cities  and  towns,  and  with  libraries,  rooms  and  prayer  meetings  to  invite 
in  the  young  men  who  are  stalking  the  streets,  and  many  of  whom  have  no 
homes.  These  Associations  are  doing  a  great  good,  and  redeeming  and  saving 
many  souls.  I  trust  our  gathering  here  will  put  new  zeal  and  energy  into  us, 
and  that  we  may  go  forth  to  do  more  than  ever  before.  We  want  more  enthu- 
siasm in  this  work.  We  want  some  of  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  the  poli- 
ticians. I  do  not  believe  we  can  have  too  much  of  it.  I  remember,  when  a 
young  man,  after  a  great  party  victory,  we  got  tar  barrels  and  boxes,  and  had 
a  bonfire.  One  young  man,  filled  with  enthusiasm,  brought  down  his  father's 
farm  wagon  and  threw  it  upon  the  fire.  We  expostulated  with  him,  but  he 
said  let  it  bum.  What  that  young  man  took  hold  of,  whether  in  the  church 
or  out  of  it,  the  thing  was  bound  to  go.    This  is  an  example  of  the  zeal  we 
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want  in  our  elinrches  vmong  our  Christian  people.  In  passing  throngh  the 
TOtonda  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Washington,  you  will  see  an  old  picture 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  kneeling  upon  the  deck  of  the  vessel  with  an  open 
Bible,  and  an  old  man  lifting  up  his  hands,  apparently  engaged  in  prayer.  If 
you  look  very  closely  you  will  see,  away  up  on  the  yery  comer  of  the  picture, 
on  the  end  of  the  sail  of  the  vessel—"  God  with  us.*'  That  was  the  secret  with 
those  good  men  and  women  of  God.  When  they  came  to  this  country,  and 
landed  on  the  shores  of  this  old  Commonwealth,  God  was  with  them,  and  took 
up  his  abode  with  them,  and  has  remained  with  their  descendants  from  that 
time  to  the  present.  And  so  I  say  to  these  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
and  say  to  those  gathered  on  this  platform,  and  to  the  friends  and  citizens  of 
Lowell,  gathered  on  this  occasion — God  with  us. 

The  Convention  sang 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus  name.** 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hill,  J.  R 
Twitchell,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  made  a  brief  address,  offering 
words  of  warm  congratulation  to  those  present  on  the  auspicious 
occasion.  It  was  a  joy  for  him  to  be  present  and  stand  with 
others,  connected  with  other  churches,  on  a  common  platform. 
There  is  but  one  plank  in  that  platform — supreme  love  to  Jesus, 
our  common  Master,  and  the  one  Eedeemer  of  the  world.  He 
alluded  to  the  important  work  being  done  by  these  Associa- 
tions throughout  the  country,  reaching  so  large  a  number  that  the 
churches  cannot  reach.  The  best  member  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Convention,  he  said,  is  the  best  church  member.  He 
advised  the  members  that  if  their  minister  was  not  with  them,  to 
show  their  faith  by  their  works,  and  his  heart  would  be  turned  to 
them.  In  concluding,  he  asked  the  blessing  of  God  upon  those 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  meeting,  as  well  as  upon  all  those  en- 
gaged in  this  good  work. 

The  President  expressed  gratification  at  the  fact  that  people 
from  the  distant  Southern  States  who  had  become  estranged  from 
the  Association  were  again  connecting  themselves  actively  with 
it,  a  number  of  gentlemen  from  that  section  being  present  He 
introduced  H.  L.  McKee  of  Alabama,  giving  him  a  cordial  and 
heartfelt  welcome  to  the  Convention. 

After  singing 

"  We  share  our  mutual  joys  and  woes," 
Mr.  McKee  spoke  briefly  but  earnestly  in  support  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Association.    It  was  a  happy  privilege,  he  said,  to 
respond  to  the  welcome  of  the  distinguished  officials  who  had 
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preceded  him.  There  had  been  a  feeling  of  distrust  in  his  sec- 
tion, he  said,  in  regard  to  these  meetings,  but  it  had  now  passed 
away.  When  he  saw  how  many  have  entered  upon  this  form  of 
Christian  work,  his  heart  was  filled  with  love  to  God,  and  he 
wished  the  Association  the  highest  degree  of  success. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  McKee,  the  President 
made  a  brief  address,  and  the  formal  portion  of  the  evening's  ex- 
ercise closed  with  the  singing  of  "Coronation."  The  settees  were 
then  removed  to  the  centre  of  the  hall  and  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  a  social  manner,  promenading,  &c.,  Bryants 
band  furnishing  music  for  the  occasion. 


SECOND  DAY'S  PEOCEEDINGS. 

June  12,  1872. 

A  devotional  meeting  led  by  Dr.  E.  C.  English,  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, was  held  from  8J  to  9J  o'clock.  The  Convention  was 
opened  with  the  reading  of  the  Sixth  Chapte-  of  Ephesians,  by 
Rev.  T.  B.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Church,  followed  by  prayer  by 
Rev.  E.  B.  Foster,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
LowelL     The  Hymn, 

"  JesuB,  I  Turn  to  Thee," 
was  sung.     The  Minutes  of  yesterday  afternoon's  Session  were 
read  by  the  Secretary  and  approved.     The  names  of  the  delegates 
appointed  by  the  President  on  various  committees  were  read. 

An  invitation  fix>m  Messrs.  Low,  Curtis  &  Co.,  to  attend  a  pri- 
vate exhibition  of  the  "  Dor^  Biblical  Gallery  "  at  TTrban  Hall, 
was.  received,  and  on  motion  accepted. 

The  invitation  of  A.  G.  Cumnock,  Agent  of  Boolt  Cotton  Mills, 
to  visit  his  mills  at  5  P.M.,  was  on  motion  accepted.  The  Asso- 
ciation Rallying  Song  was  then  sung,  after  which  J.  S.  Maclean, 
of  Halifax,  opened  the  discussion  on  the  topic : 

How  can  Association  work^  in  Slates  and  Provinces,  be  more 
^ectively  organized^  and  more  successfully  prosecuted  ? 

Mr.  Chairman  and  J)ea/r  Brethren :—T\i\%  is  truly  a  great  subject;  just 
what  we  all  want  to  know.    And  jet,  how  am  I  to  approach  It  ?    I  would  ask, 
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brethren*  at  the  ontset,  is  it  well  enoupfh  for  seyeral  hundred  jojmg  men  to 
come  up  here  year  after  year  talking  about  Jesus  and  the  love  they  feel  in  their 
hearts  for  Him,  and  the  love  they  desire  to  feel,  and  to  be  strengthened  by,  and 
to  go  back  to  business  and  then  show  by  their  walk,  conversation  and  work  thai 
they  have  loved  money-making  more  than  Christ  ?  I  contend,  that  if  the  hun- 
dreds of  young  men  that  come  up  here  were  all  to  go  home  impressed  by  the 
spirit  they  show  here,  carrying  that  spirit  into  the  world,  they  would  revolu- 
tionize this  country  in  another  year. 

Is  it  true,  brethren,  that  we  really  try  to  work  out  the  ideas  which  we  prou 
fess?  Therefore,  I  say  in  the  beginning,  there  is  a  sacrifice  to  be  made,  or  we 
will  never  overtake  the  work.  Our  blessed  Master  came  into  this  world  at  a 
sacrifice.  He  went  through  it  sacrificing.  At  last  he  paid  the  penalty  by  the 
sacrifice  of  His  oVn  precious,  blessed  life,  fie  tells  us  to  follow  in  His  foot- 
steps. He  tells  us  to  desire  day  by  day  to  imitate  him  in  self-sacrifice.  Breth- 
ren, we  take  that  as  the  starting  point.  The  more  we  love  a  friend  the  more 
sacrifice  we  will  be  willing  to  make  for  that  friend.  Is  not  that  human  nature? 
My  experience  tells  me  so.  Well,  brethren,  if  we  love  Jesus  as  we  profess  to 
love  Him  Itere,  we  will  make  the  sacrifice  He- demands  wherever  we  may  be? 
Are  we  doing  it?  Do  we  go  back  from  this  place  telling  of  our  Savioiir?  Do 
we  desire  to  make  this  sacrifice,  to  bring  all  that  stands  between  us  and  Jesus' 
will  and  put  it  under  our  feet?  Our  money-making,  our  business  is  to  be  sub- 
ject to  our  love  for  Jesus.  That  is  the  idea  we  are  to  work  out  in  our  lives. 
Why,  forty,  fifty,or  sixty  years  will  end  our  careers  here,  and  then  the  light  of 
eternity  in  His  love  t  Is  it  not  better  for  the  world,  our  Lord  and  Master,  and 
our  own  souls,  that  we  should  consecrate  every  power  of  mind  and  body  to  His 
service? 

Let  me  give  you  a  fact  or  two  in  reference  to  our  work  in  Nova  Scotia.  We 
tried  to  carry  out  this  idea.  Some  years  ago  some  of  us  went  to  Montreal.  We 
had  one  Association  in  our  Province,  perhaps  two.  To-day  we  have  seventy- 
five,  all  working  Associations.    [Applause.] 

I  do  not  know  how  many  converts  there  are,  but  I  do  know  we  have  scores  of 
young  men  working  for  Christ  who  did  not  know  anything  about  it  before. 
One  helping  hand  that  we  had  was  found  in  the  Secretary  of  our  Executive 
Committee,  honored  now  as  one  of  your  Yice-Presidehts.  He  is  a  man  in  active 
business,  but  he  can  sacrifice  the  business  to  this  work.  He  never  allows  any- 
thing to  interfere  with  it.  He  is  always  ready  for  the  Lord's'  business,  day  and 
night,  keeping  up  the  correspondence  with  all  the  Associations,  giving  them 
encouragements,  warnings  and  ideas  of  work.  Such  a  man  is  wanted  in  eveiy 
State  and  every  Province,  in  our  Association  work. 

I  need  not  tell  you  anything  about  the  work  of  our  General  Committee  located 
in  New  York.  I  wish  some  of  you  knew  what  they  have  to  do  and  how  noble^and 
manfully  they  have  done  the  work.  You  know  it  well.  It  is  what  I  call  con- 
secration.   If  we  were  all  like  these  men  how  would  our  work  flourish  ? 

The  next  idea  is  a  regular  system  of  visitation  of  Associations  and  of  com- 
munities. Young  men  in  one  province  hear  of  the  work  done  in  one  township, 
and  they  begin  to  long  for  an  Association  to  bring  the  young  men  together. 

We  hear  the  Macedonian  cry,  and  we  appoint  three  busy  merchants.  Not 
oxur  Secretary,  not  our  President,  not  our  clergymen,  but  our  busy  men  go 
out  to  do  this  work.  Some  of  you  are  aware  what  this  work  is.  We  call  a 
meeting  in  a  church,  strive  to  get  the  ministers  to  sit  on  the  platform  to  give 
us  their  confidence  and  have  them  take  part  in  the  devotional  exercises.    Then 
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we  appeal  to  the  mothers*  hearts  with  reference  to  their  children  ;  their 
boye.  We  desire  to  let  the  mothers  know  the  amount  of  inflaence  they  have 
upon  their  families,  and  their  boys  especial! j.  How  manj  of  ns  can  testify  to 
the  wall  of  strength  that  surrounded  ns,  built  up  by  the  mother's  hand,  the 
mother's  love  and  the  mother's  prayer  I 

We  try  to  speak  to  the  mothers  and  daughters,  and  we  talk  to  the  young 
men  themselves  of  the  nobility  and  dignity  of  this  Christian  profession,  of  this. 
Christian  work  of  ours.  After  we  have  spoken  to  the  multitude  we  ask  them 
to  leave,  and  the  young  men  to  remaia  and  talk  over  this  matter.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  little  villages,  where  there  are  probably  two  or  three  denominations. 
Before  the  crowd  goes  out  we  three  begin  to  sing,  and  those  old  Presbyterians 
accustomed  to  sing  "  Nearer  my  God  to  Thee  "  listen,  the  song  catches  ^eir  ear 
and  they  come  back  and  take  seats  again.  That  encourages  the  young  men, 
and  we  get  them  down  near  us  and  talk  right  to  their  hearts.  From  one  of 
these  Associations  has  sprung  seventy-five,  and  we  are  establishing  more.  Every 
Winter  some  of  us  go  out  from  Halifax. 

I  would  advise  you  to  get  Brother  Morse  or  Brother  Weidensall  to  visit  you 
and  tell  you  what  is  done  at  these  meetings.  There  is  nothing  like  bringing  in 
some  new  men.  For  after  a  while  you  get  into  a  rut  and  become  disheartened. 
Then  bring  in  one  or  two  men  from  some  other  city.  If  Thane  Miller  would  only 
visit  every  Association  in  this  land  during  the  next  two  years,  he  would  do 
incalculable  good.  (Applause.)  Business  men  should  go  out  whenever  they 
have  the  opportunity ;  and  when  secular  business  calls  them  ftom  town  to  town 
and  village  to  village,  especially  where  there  are  Associations,  they  should  ' 
visit  them. 

I  make  it  a  practice  to  rush  into  these  rooms  everywhere  I  go,  and  if  there  is 
a  prayer  meeting  or  Bible  class,  get  a  word  in.  I  think  our  brethren  ought  to 
be  decided  on  this  point,  that  wherever  they  can  get  the  opportunity  to  speak 
before  these  Associations,  to  do  so. 

As  to  a  hall  and  building  for  an  organization,  I  find  it  is  all  nonsense  to  say, 
*'Beye  warmed  and  filled,"  if  you  donH  provide  for  the  sama  This  telling 
young  men,  "  I  want  you  to  pray  and  s^pdy  the  Bible  " — where  are  you  going 
to  do  it,  if  you  have  not  rooms,  so  as  to  give  them  some  interest  in  it — ^where 
they  feel  themselves  masters?  You  might  just  as  well  tell  them  to  pray  in  the 
street.  They  won't  go  into  the  halls  that  are  two  or  three  stories  up.  So  it  is 
with  the  churches.  We  in  every  town  in  which  there  is  an  Association  must 
own  a  building.  (Applause.)  Then  we  will  have  the  c<Mifidence  of  the  public ; 
our  ground  is  sure,  when  we  own  a  home. 

We  will  go  on  in  this  noble  work.  I  believe  it  is  in  the  hands  of  God.  I 
bless  CKxi  that  we  have  ever  had  these  Associations.    [Applause.] 

The  Convention  here  sang, 

"  Rescue  the  Perishing." 

W.  C.  Rowand,  of  Washington,  D.  0.,  followed. 

The  question  before  us  is  simply  this :  "  What  shall  we  do  to  strengthen  our 
cause?"  In  Harvard  University  there  are  600  students.  We  organised  a 
Christian  Association  there  amid  the  scorns  and  jeers  of  our  fellow  students. 
Tet  we  struggled  and  prayed  to  God,  and  to-day  we  have  75  active  members, 
and  hope  in  time  to  revolutionize  the  whole  of  those  500  students. 

What  is  our  duty  ?  As  we  pass  down  the  streets  of  our  cities,  we  behold 
numbers  of  young  men  sunk  in  vice  and  degradation.    We  must  take  them  up^ 
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and  raise  them  np  to  become  advocates  and  exemplars  In  all  that  is  good.  Oar 
brethren  of  the  University  have  established  a  Sabbath  School  in  one  of  the 
darkest  portions  of  the  city,  and  we  are  going  gladly  onward. 

R  R.  McBurney,  New  York,  called  attention  to  the  precise 
point  presented  by  the  topic,  and  suggested  that  Mr.  Taggart,  of 
Pennsylvania,  had  had  large  experience  in  the  work  of  organising 
Associations. 

Rev.  S.  A,  Taggart,  Pennsylvania : 

We  have  spent  about  four  months  attending  Conventions  throughout  the 
State.  We  have  organized  about  twenty  new  Associations,  besides  visiting 
tldrty  other  Associations,  and  have  held  fifty  Conventions.  This  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  and  I  think  that  our 
brother  who  led  the  meeting  this  morning  struck  the  key-note  when  he  said, 
"  what  is  wanted  by  these  Associations  is  self-eonseeratumJ*  Let  each  individ- 
ual member  feel  that  they  are  responsible  themselves  for  the  carrying  on  of  this 
work.  I  don*t  think  it  is  the  best  plan  for  State  Executive  Committees  to  send 
out  deputations  to  stir  up  the  people  with  an  enthusiasm  that  dies  out  like 
the  morning  dew — [laughter  and  applause]— but  I  do  feel  what  is  needed  is 
heartfelt  consecrcUion  to  Christ.  I  beseech  thee,  therefore,  brethren,  by  the 
mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  and  lives  a  living  sacrifice,  holy 
and  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service.  We  have  tried  to 
hold  this  up  before  the  people ;  tried  to  impress  upon  the  brethren  throughout 
the  State,  th%t  if  this  work  is  prospered  if  God  blesses  it  in  time  to  come,  it  is 
because  they  have  laid  themselves  upon  the  altar  in  entire  consecration  of  life 
and  of  heart.  1  could  scarcely  tell  you,  in  a  speech  of  five  minutes,  what  has 
been  done  throughout  our  State.  I  do  not  propose  here  to  hold  up  the  Asso- 
ciation, or  to  glorify  it.  If  it  has  ever  done  anything  in  the  hands  of  God,  it 
is  because  He  with  His  spirit  has  used  it  as  an  instrument.    [Applause.] 

Rev.  E.  P.  Pratt,  D.D.,  Portsmouth,  Ohio: 

In  one  of  the  greatest  speeches  Henry  Clay  ever  made,  he  used  this  language, 
"  Principles  and  not  Men."  I  will  amend  it  by  saying  "  Principles  and  Men." 
Prindples  will  not  work  themselves,  however  good  they  may  be,  whether  polit- 
ical, moral  or  religious.  But  principles  in  order  to  be  effective  in  such  a  world 
as  this  must  be  embodied  in  living  men.  Now  that  I  understand  to  be  our 
great  work  as  an  Association,  embodying  the  great  cardinal  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity.  The  great  living  truth  we  hold  that  men  are  sinners  lost ;  that  there 
is  redemption  for  them  in  Jesus,  and  that  they  are  worth  saving.  These  prin- 
ciples in  the  hearts  of  Christian  men,  and  then  those  men  organized  to  go  out 
and  work. 

What  will  save  this  world  ?  It  cannot  be  done  by  preachers.  There  are  not 
enough  of  us.  We  are  broken  down  with  overwork.  We  have  to  go  off  and 
take  three  months  vacation  in  order  to  go  on. 

Lang  Sheaf,  Cleveland,  Ohio : 

We  want  the  experience  of  those  men  successful  in  organizing.  I  can  speak 
in  behalf  of  the  Cleveland  Association.  The  result  of  our  work  has  been  the 
organizing  of  two  Associations.  It  is  putting  our  young  men  right  into  the 
field,  giving  them  the  specific  work  to  do  that  builds  up  our  organisation.    If 
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there  is  a  weak  Aflsociation  In  aDj  part  of  the  State  we  send  one,  two  or  three 
of  our  live  men  to  spend  a  Sahbath  with  them,  and  this  holding  up  the  hands 
of  the  young  men  that  are  discouraged,  plants  them  again  on  their  feet.  In  one 
town,  Akron,  we  find  the  young  men  had  been  paying  their  own  expenses.  We 
told  them  the  Christian  community  ought  to  sustain  this  expense ;  the  result 
was,  we  raised  tliem  $600  for  their  treasury.  Another  thing  is,  every  Associa- 
tion ought  to  have  a  building.  For  if  they  have  a  home  they  can  get  the 
young  men  to  come  to  them,  and  when  they  come  into  our  homes,  take  care  of 
them. 

W.  Anderson,  Toronto : 

I  don't  think  it  is  wise,  on  the  whole,  to  organize  Assodations  in  villages  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment.  I  think  it  is  well  in  small  towns  and  villages  to  feel 
the  way.  Have  a  member  for  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Province  or 
State  come  into  a  locality  first,  then  after  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  pas- 
tors, call  upon  the  business  men  connected  with  the  churches.  We  have  got  to 
look  for  support  to  the  business  men  having  young  men  in  their  employ.  An- 
other thing,  secure  the  best  man  you  can  as  Corresponding  Secretary.  One  who 
is  personally  popular,  and  who  will  not  begrudge  time  or  money  for  the  work 
of  the  Association.  Use  the  secular  prees.  I  think  it  is  a  great  mine  when  we 
can  get  the  papers  to  take  up  our  Association  work  and  notice  our  meetings. 
It  encourages  the  brethren  of  the  smaUer  towns  to  see  what  our  cities  are  doing, 
and  keeps  the  work  before  the  public.  Another  thing  found  very  useful  is,  for 
the  members  of  the  difibrent  city  organizations  when  they  go  to  the  country 
towns  where  there  are  Associations,  to  make  a  point  of  visiting  them.  A  good 
many  of  our  members  are  commercial  travelers.  We  give  them  a  card  and  ask 
them  to  call  upon  such  an  Association  such  a  night  if  possible,  and  give  them 
an  address.  For  an  account  of  our  work  give  them  some  of  our  publications, 
commend  to  their  notice  the  Association  Monthly,  something  that  will  keep 
them  posted  up  in  the  general  work  of  the  Association  throughout  the  Provinces, 
&c.  There  is  a  wonderful  power  in  feeling  you  are  a  member  of  the  organisa- 
tion, like  the  feeling  of  the  **  touch  "  in  the  army  battalion.  So  it  is  in  this 
Association  work ;  you  ought  to  keep  up  communication  between  the  different 
Associations  of  the  States  and  Provinces. 

H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati : 

If  I  understand  the  import  of  the  topic,  it  refers  not  so  much  to  the  Associa- 
tion as  to  the  organization  of  the  work  in  the  States  and  Provinces.  In  Ohio 
we  hate  the  same  organization  for  the  State  that  we  have  for  each  dty  or  town, 
vrith  a  regular  President,  Secretary  and  Executive  Committee  for  the  charge  of 
the  entire  work.  We  empower  it  to  put  in  operation  such  work.  If  there  was 
a  weak  Association  it  should  be  helped.  If  a  town  where  no  Association  ex- 
isted, the  attention  of  all  the  State  was  turned  in  that  direction,  and  there  an 
Association  must  be  planted  and  must  be  maintained.  Now  it  seems  to  me  our 
brother,  in  opening  this  discussion,  gave  us  one  thbught  that  is  beautiful.  The 
spirit  of  love  to  the  Master,  which  develops  in  every  mind  the  spirit  of  self- 
sacrifice.  Having  gained  that  in  the  hearts  of  your  ofiScers  and  of  every  mem- 
ber, then  there  must  be  organization  that  will  enable  you  to  put  into  active 
operation  what  we  have  in  our  hearts.  And  to  do  this  you  must  have  some- 
thing more  systematic  than  the  individual  efforts  of  Associations ;  something 
more  systematic  and  larger  in  its  scope.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  AsFodations  of 
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America  will  never  falflll  the  object  for  which  God  has  instituted  themi  natfl 
in  every  State  and  in  every  Province  we  have  a  man  whose  whole  time  shall 
be  given  to  this  special  work  of  institating  Associations ;  and  when  organizing 
new  ones,  to  go  to  the  languishing  Associations,  and  by  wise  counsel  help  them 
to  remove  difficulties,  show  them  th^  danger  and  the  cause  of  their  fiiilore; 
give]them  the  benefit  of  larger  experience  and  broader  views.  It  Is  very  easy  to 
get  up  a  little  enthusiasm,  to  last  for  an  hour  or  a  day  ;  but  what  we  want  Is 
something  to  last  through  the  heats  of  Summer  and  the  snows  of  Winter. 
I  hope  that  this  Convention  will  pass  a  resolution,  or  take  some  action  look- 
ing  in  the  direction  of  a  more  efficient  organization  and  a  more  systematic 
method  of  carrying  out  our  work.  I  believe  that  so  we  shall  accomplish  more 
than  in  any  other  way  to  advance  the  object  for  which  this  question  was  intro- 
duced.   [Applause.] 

John  Morrow,  Pittsburg,  Pa, : 

Brothers  Bumell,  Sankey  and  myself  tried  this  visitation  of  Associations  about 
a  month.  We  went  back  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg  convinced  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  paid  State  Secretary ;  one  who  was  ready  to  devote  all  his 
time  to  this  work.  We  knew  if  such  a  man  could  be  found  that  brethroi  in 
the  State  had  the  means,  and  were  willing  to  consecrate  these  means,  to  forward 
the  influence  of  the  Associations. 

About  the  same  time  Brother  Taggart,  without  any  consultation  with  any 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  asking  if 
such  a  work  ought  not  to  be  entered  into,  giving  himself  to  that  work.  He 
was  appointed  at  the  next  State  Convention.  He  entered  upon  this  work,  and 
found  the  brethren  willing  to  sustain  him  in  it.  Unless  men  are  willing  to 
give  their  means  to  the  Master,  the  work  cannot  be  carried  on.  Some  of  these 
brethren  were  preaching  in  this  way  to  heads  of  manufacturing  establiahmeBt& 
They  told  the  men  the  object  of  our  organization  was  to  make  the  young  men 
throughout  the  State  better  workmen  not  only  for  Christ,  because  better  work* 
men  in  Christ,  but  honest  laborers  at  their  daily  work ;  to  keep  these  men  from 
spending  theii;  money  in  the  grog-shops  and  gambling  saloons,  and  to  make 
them  do  their  work  for  th^  masters  on  the  earth  better,  because  they  served 
their  heavenly  Father.  In  this  way  they  were  led  to  contribute  their  means, 
and  so  we  were  able  to  employ  the  State  Secretary.  I  believe  the  only  proper 
<way  is  to  employ  a  man  for  this  purpose,  fit  for  the  work,  and  pay  him  liberally. 
Open  your  pockets.  This  money  belongs  to  the  Lord.  These  souls  are  His ; 
and  in  that  day  when  we  meet  above,  and  Jesus  comes  to  make  up  His  jewels, 
thank  God,  we  shall  find  rich  men  there  who  have  consecrated  their  means,  as 
well  as  others  who  have  consecrated  their  lives. 

Dr.  G-eorge  Christie,  Nova  Scotia : 

Brother  Maclean,  in  this  discussion,  said  we  must  make  self-sacrifice  in  order 
to  promote  this  organization  of  the  Associations  in  Provinces  and  States,  and 
to  keep  the  Associations  up.  <  Well,  Bro.  Maclean  told  us  that,  four  or  five  yetn 
ago,  in  Nova  Scotia.  We  believed  it,  and  went-  to  work,  beginning  in  the 
county  where  the  first  convention  was  held.  Where  that  Association  was  in 
existence  five  years  ago,  we  now  have  thirty  two  Associations,  with  a  member- 
ship of  one  thousand.  And  that  is  the  result  of  this  self-sacrificing  work. 
When  we  went  home  we  formed  an  Association  of  our  own,  and  we  resolved 
that  wherever  there  was  a  lodge  of  Good  Templars,  or  Sons  of  Temperance, 
that  there  an  Association  could  be  organized.    They  can  be  formed  wherever 
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the  people  are  in  the  habit  of  coming  oat  at  all.  Some  of  these  AModations 
meet  in  Bchool-honses,  and  hare  been  organized  in  this  way.  We  meet  these 
jonng  men  ^m  different  sections  of  the  country  in  town,  and  talk  to  them 
about  the  necessitj  of  an  Association,  then  appoint  a  meeting,  and  we  never 
have  any  trouble  to  get  Tolunteers  to  go  out  to  them  for  a  time.  When  we 
sacrifice  our  time  and  our  money — pay  our  own  expenses— then  it  will  be  suc- 
cessful. Some  of  these  Associations  are  in  districts  scattered  oyer  seyen  ok 
eight  miles.  At  a  meeting  at  Pictou,  they  organised,  rince  Bro.  Morse  was 
there,  a  Ck>unty  Executive  Committee  for  the  better  carrying  on  of  the  work. 
At  that  meeting  all  the  delegates  of  the  different  Associations  were  grouped 
in  Associations  of  fiye  or  six,  and  they  have  engaged  to  yisit  each  other  once 
eyery  three  months.  We  group  the  others  by  dividing  the  county  into  two 
parts,  with  a  general  Secretary  for  each  side  of  the  county.  The  other  Assoda- 
tions  are  to  interdiange  with  one  another  once  a  year. 

Eev.  N.  Cyr,  Rutland,  Vt,  next  addressed  the  Convention. 

Erskine  Uhl,  Poughkeepsie : 

At  our  Convention,  two  years  ago,  in  Poughkeepsie,  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  appointed.  lASt  year  we  sent  an  agent  three  months,  and  this  year 
we  have  had  a  man  for  four  months  visiting  the  Associations  of  our  State.  He 
addresses  himself  directly  to  the  members  of  the  Association.  He  spends  per- 
haps two  days,  and  if  necessary,  more  in  each  place.  He  calls  first  upon  the 
President,  and  gets  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Association ;  visits  each 
one,  and  learns  from  them  their  views  of  Association  work,  and  what  their  own 
Association  is  doing ;  he  finds  very  often  in  those  not  attending  these  Conven- 
tions that  they  have  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  what  the  Associations  are  doing. 
He  urges  greater  personal  consecration  to  the  work.  Then  he  collects  to- 
gether as  many  of  the  members  as  possible,  and  sets  before  them  the  different 
forms  of  work  in  which  our  Assodaticms  are  most  snooessfnlly  engaged.  There 
is  this  danger  in  business  of  this  kind,  that  too  much  work  will  be  under- 
taken. And  he  urges  them  to  work  in  two  or  three  fields  of  labor,  never 
entered  upon.  I  know  that  his  labors  have  been  very  successful  in  the  specific 
work  of  our  Associations.  We  hope  very  soon  to  raise  enough  money  to  keep 
an  agent  in  the  State  of  New  York  constantly,  and  by  that  means  have  a 
more  active  and  eifectiye  communication  with  these  Associations.  We  want  to 
get  our  men  acquainted  with  one  anoUier ;  to  have  a  feeling  of  Christian  sym- 
pathy, which  is  far  stronger  than  anything  else  to  bind  us  together. 

The  Convention  sang, 

"  More  Like  Jesus." 

The  disoussion  of  the  question :  How  shall  Bihle  Classes  be  con- 
ducted  in  our  Associations^  and  for  what  object?  was  opened  by 
T.  A.  Nllson  of  Toledo,  Ohio : 

They  should  be  conducted  there  as  in  other  places.  The  same  elements  of 
success  needed  for  Bible  Classes  in  Sabbath  Schools  are  those  required  in  the 
Bible  Classes  in  Association  Booms.  The  first  requisite  I  think,  is  a  man  who 
can  efiectiyely  lead  his  dass.  Neariy  everything  depends  upon  the  con- 
ductor or  teacher.  It  is  said  *'As  the  teacher  so  the  class  is."  He  should 
be  a  man  in  the  first  place  of  undoubted  piety ;  a  man  in  whom  the  public  havf 
perfect  confidence ;  whose  integrity  is  unimpeachable ;  a  man  of  deep.  Christian 
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experience.  It  is  not  enoagh  that  he  should  simply  have  a  good  head  and  a 
finely  cultivated  mind,  unless  he  have  a  heart  full  of  the  love  of  our  Lord  Jeeus 
Christ ;  so  that  he  can  speak  out  of  the  heart  as  well  as  out  of  the  mind.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  goodness  and  deep  piety,  it  needs  a  man  of  generous  culture.  He  should 
be  a  man  whom  other  men  of  cultivated  minds  will  feel  willing  to  sit  under 
and  listen  to.  A  man  of  tact,  able  to  say  the  right  thing  in  the  right  place. 
'A  man  full  of  enthusiasm  in  his  work.  We  have  a  man  at  the  West  who 
teaches  eveiy  Sabbath  about  a  hundred.  He  devotes  all  his  spare  time  daring 
the  week  to  preparation  for  his  Sunday  work.  He  knows  every  member  of  his 
class ;  approaches  them  personally,  shows  them  that  he  takes  a  special  interest 
in  them  individually,  and  I  ^nk  they  all  feel  disposed  to  come  as  frequently  as 
possible  to  the  class.  He  should  be  a  leader  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Now, 
if  we  have  the  right  man,  and  the  man  in  the  right  place,  the  work  will  go  on 
very  soon. 

Secondly.  For  what  purpose?  Brother  Rowland  asked  me  what  has  been 
your  experience?  I  had  to  tell  him  I  had  no  experience  at  all.  But  I  have 
been  observing  the  character  of  these  classes,  and  the  attendance.  We 
have  tried  Sabbath  Afternoon  Bible  Classes  and  found  them  a  failure  In  one  re- 
spect, i.  e.,  in  not  reaching  the  men  for  whom  they  were  organized  ostensibly,  the 
young  men  who  do  not  attend  Sabbath  Schools  anywhere.  We  found  we  could 
work  up  a  first-rate  class  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tending their  home  Sunday  schools.  The  teacher  tried  it  for  a  few  Sabbaths, 
and  9aid  there  is  no  use  teaching  these  men  and  women — ^they  know  as  much 
as  I  do  myself.  Unless  you  can  bring  in  the  young  men  who  don*t  frequent 
Sabbath  Schools,  I  donH  see  the  necessity  of  keeping  this  up. 

I  think  if  you  will  look  through  the  Bible  Classes  in  our  Assodations,  you 
will  find  the  nujor  part  are  made  up  of  young  men  and  women  who  attend 
other  Bible  classes.  About  the  same  effort  that  is  necessary  to  get  the  young 
men  who  are  outside  of  home  Bible  classes  in  connection  with  your  Association 
dass,  would  bring  them  into  any  Sabbath  School  in  your  city,  bring  them 
directly  under  the  eye  of  the  pastor  of  a  Church,  and  near  the  Church  itself. 
When  we  do  that  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  done. 
We  are  simply  stepping  stones  to  the  Church. 

It  seems  to  me,  the  better  plan  to  be  pursued  in  the  conducting  of  these  classes 
is  to  turn  them  into  classes  for  the  teaching  of  teachers,  to  gather  in  the  Associa- 
tion Bible  classes  of  the  Sabbath  School  workers  in  your  city,  the  superintendents, 
officers  and  teachers,  and  make  it  for  the  time  a  kind  of  convention.  Let  it  not 
be  held  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  for  you  want  to  reach  these  young  men  then 
who  never  attend  Sabbath  school  anywhere.  I  think  it  is  much  better  to  oc- 
cupy that  part  of  the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath  in  a  general  religious  meeting. 
These  exercises  in  such  meetings  will  have  ten-fold  more  interest  for  them  than 
the  Bible  dass.  Let  our  Bible  dass  meet,  not  on  Saturday  night  when  we  are 
fatigued  with  the  week's  labor,  but  about  the  middle  of  the  week.  ^And  then 
send  out  young  men  to  the  difierent  Sunday  Schools  on  the  Sabbath.  Take  the 
"  Uniform  Lesson."  Let  there  be  an  interchange  of  thought  and  experience  in 
studying  it.  Let  them  bring  to  the  consideration  of  each  other  the  plans  car- 
ried out  in  the  different  Sabbath  Schools.  Let  each  teacher  and  officer  have  the 
benefit  of  your  experience,  communicating  your  success  if  you  have  been  suc- 
cessful, and  they  will  carry  that  to  their  own  Sabbath  Schools.  We  know  that 
one-half  of  our  teachers  are  not  suffidently  posted  in  the  lessons  for  Sunday. 
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Thej  have  a  great  deal  to  do  in  the  week,  feel  that  they  have  not  time  to  de- 
vote to  study,  and  they  cannot  teach  as  they  should. 

I  say  we  ought  to  torn  these  Bible  classes  of  ours  rather  into  teachers'  meet- 
ings. Bring  in  your  teachers  duriog  the  week.  Let  their  sympathies  inter^ 
mingle ;  let  their  enthusiasm  but  awaken  in  listening  to  the  success  that  others 
have  attained,  and  you  will  not  only  awaken  an  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  Sab- 
bath School  work  through  these  teachers,  and  reach  the  young  men  generally, 
but  you  will  secure  the  interest  of  these  teachers  in  this  work  and  gain  their 
qrmpathies  and  their  co-operation. 

K.  R  McBumey,  New  York : 

I  think  those  who  have  been  active  in  the  Association  cause  for  many  years, 
will  remember  when  the  discussion  of  the  question  in  relation  to  buildings  com- 
menced, that  there  was  not  a  building  in  this  country  at  the  disposal  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Assodatious.  Now,  sir,  it  was  through  the  discussion  which 
was  had  in  these  Conyentions  and  the  Association  Monthly ^  that  the  attention 
of  the  brethren  was  directed  to  the  necessity  of  buildings  for  the  Associations. 
If  there  was  need  of  those  discussions,  and  1  think  there  was  need  of  awaken- 
ing a  deep  interest  in  the  minds  of  members  of  the  Associations  on  the  import- 
ance of  having  buildings,  there  is  ten  times  the  necessity  for  awakening  a 
public  sentiment  in  our  Associations  relative  to  the  organization  of  Bible  Classes 
for  the  study  of  God's  word.  Now  I  like  prayer-meetings,  I  believe  in  them ; 
generally  attend  two  every  day,  but  prayer-meetings  have  not  been  honored  at 
the  Word  of  God  has  been  honored.  Prayer-meetings  have  been  the  means  of 
doing  a  great  deal  of  good,  but  God's  Word  holds  a  higher  place  and  should 
hold  a  higher  place  in  the  estimation  of  Christian  men.  Now  I  think  we  have 
got  to  agitate  this  question  in  the  Associations  until  God's  Word  takes  the  place 
that  is  due  to  it.  Brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  our  Canadian 
brethren,  set  us  an  example  that  we  would  do  well  to  follow  in  this  respect. 
They  never  have  organized  an  Association  without  first  establishing  a  Bible 
Class.  It  is  important  that  this  class  should  be  conducted  in  a  difierent  way 
from  the  manner  that  it  is  conducted  in  Church  and  Sunday  schools.  The 
persons  who  come  into  these  Bible  Classes  are  with  you  every  Sunday,  therefore 
you  have  a  certain  hold  upon  them.  They  have  been  raised  in  the  Church ; 
they  are  tied  to  it  by  a  very  strong  bond ;  but  the  very  class  of  young  men 
reached  by  the  Associations  and  brought  into  Bible  Classes,  have  no  such  ties. 
And  I  claim  that  you  need  a  very  different  class  of  teachers  and  a  very  different 
style  of  teaching.  I  think  the  teacher's  aim  in  each  lesson  should  be  to  make 
all  see  a  present  Christ  in  that  lesson  for  every  unconverted  man  in  the  class. 
I  have  noticed  in  open-air  services  in  Association  meetings,  that  God's  Word 
comes  with  an  authority  to  irreligious  men  which  your  word  does  not  bring 
with  it.    God  honors  His  Word  above  all  His  name. 

Another  object,  i.  e.  young  men  are  engaged  in  Christian  work,  some  of  whom 
attend  your  class,  you  should  seek  to  develop  them  in  Christian  usefulness ; 
to  show  them  what  God's  Word  teaches,  to  raise  their  standard  higher  and 
lead  them  out  to  larger  sacrifices  in  behalf  of  others. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Twitchell,  Cleveland,  Ohio  : 

In  behalf  of  the  young  men  here  I  want  to  thank  Brother  McBumey  for  his 
exaltation  of  the  Word  of  God.  There  are  two  classes  of  young  men  sought 
for,  if  1  apprehend  the  question  in  this  matter,  as  subjects  of  Bible  teaching. 
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The  first  class  comprises  the  great  namber  who  flood  oar  cities  aii4  have  no 
Christ ;  the  second  class  comprises  the  other  namber  floating  in  the  population, 
more  or  less,  who  are  Christians  themselves,  bat  want  to  know  more  of  Christ. 
And  the  teaching  of  all  Bible  Classes  in  connection  with  these  Associations 
should  be  designed  to  supply  the  needs  of  these  two  classes  of  men.  I  say  two 
classes.  The  first,  to  bring  men  to  Christ ;  and  they  are  brought  there  by  tell- 
ing them  the  old,  old  story  by  one  who  knows  this  Christ.  I  say,  as  our  brother 
truthfully  said,  that  every  lesson  should  hold  up  the  Saviour. 

I  tell  you  my  friends  it  is  no  small  thi|ig  to  bring  men  within  the  reach  of 
your  voice  and  of  your  heart,  even  if  it  be  but  for  one-half  hour.  Christian  men 
must  not  forget  this.  I  went  the  other  Sabbath  afternoon  to  the  branch  Asso- 
ciation of  Cleveland  and  heard  a  min  make  substantially  these  remarks ;  his 
appearance  generally  would  indicate  he  had  no  home  culture ;  his  words  were 
one  proof  he  had  no  education ;  his  general  demeanor  showed  he  had  led  a 
dissipated  life,  but  he  said :  "  Six  mpnths  ago,  half  intoxicated,  and  yet  know- 
ing enough  to  feel  the  loneliness  of  this  world,  I  was  passing  one  of  your 
churches  one  Sabbath  evening,  with  no  place  to  go;  1  was  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land ;  I  heard  the  minister  announce  the  text,  '  Come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.'  Oh  I  said  I,  if 
there  is  a  weary  soul  on  the  earth  I  am.  I  fell  off  into  a  fit  of  sleepiness,  but 
I  carried  that  text  home,  and  it  brought  me  to  Jesus." 

My  dear,  dear  friends,  if  Christ  is  in  you  there  is  a  touch  of  Omnipotence.  So 
I  believe  that  these  Bible  Classes  should  be  of  an  entirely  different  phase  from 
our  common  Sabbath  Schools,  where  the  whole  sympathy  of  the  Church  and 
the  whole  power  of  the  Christian  home  infiuences  are  brought  to  bear.  These 
two  things  lead  the  man  to  Christ,  and  lead  the  Christian  higher  up.  I 
believe  in  an  educated  Christianity.  I  believe,  when  things  being  equal,  that 
that  Cliristian  who  knows  the  most  of  God*s  Holy  Word  and  of  thosb  things 
that  cluster  around  it  by  way  of  illustration  and  story,  is  Tiie  Heat  Christian. 

By  request,  H.  Thane  Miller  sang 

"  The  old,  old  story." 

After  which  the  discussion  was  resumed. 

F.  W.  Hales,  Prince  Edward's  Island : 

I  don't  think  that  I  can  add  much  to  the  excellent  remarks  of  our  Brother 
McBumey,  but  I  want  to  add  my  testimoay  on  that  subject.  I  do  think  that 
the  Bible  class  in  connection  with  the  Association  is  one  of  ttie  most  powerful 
infiuences  for  good  that  we  can  possibly  employ.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  those 
few  who  remember  the  establishment  of  the  Association  in  London.  I  know 
that  they  first  of  all  had  their  Uttle  meeting  to  study  the  Word  of  God,  and  to 
help  each  other  to  speak  to  their  fellow  salesmen  ;  to  gain  courage  to  speak  a 
word  for  Jesus ;  that  having  God's  Word,  having  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  they 
might  speak  with  authority.  Oh !  dear  brethren,  if  we  want  to  work  for  Jesus, 
we  must  have  Jesus  Christ's  holy  words.  So  as  to  repeat  them  with  all  power. 
Our  Bible  classes  want  to  be  conducted  not  like  Sunday  School  classes,  but  like 
the  communion  of  men,  all  seeking  to  know  the  most  about  God.  We  shall 
know  Him  by  and  by.  Why  shall  we  not  know  Him  now  as  much  as  oar 
intellects  are  capable  of  doing  ?  Why  not  read  His  Word  and  try  to  find  out 
His  mind,  so  as  to  be  pervaded  by  His  spirit  ?- 
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Charles  M.  Richards,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Last  fall  I  said  in  the  Conference  in  London,  ''  Would  to  God  tbat  tlie  Abbo- 
dations  of  Qreat  Britain  had  more  prayer  meetings  and  that  the  Associations 
in  America  had  more  Bible  classes."  That  has  been  my  prayer  ever  since. 
We  want  Bible  classes  for  our  own  sake.  How  often  has  a  member  had  to  hold 
his  head  down  for  his  ignorance  of  the  Word  of  God  ?  How  shall  we  conduct 
■them?  • 

Li  the  London  Association  they  meet  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
engage  about  one  hour  in  the  study  of  the  Word.  At  five  o'clock  the  young 
men  meet  together  for  tea  with  bread  and  butter.  I  would  suggest  that  in 
our  Bible  classes  we  take  one  sul^ect  for  study.  For  instance,  take  the 
Promises  of  God  all  through  the  Bible  and  bring  them  up  in  your  Bible  class 
meetings. 

Rev.  G-.  H.  Griffin,  Milford,  Conn  : 

As  another  minister  I  r^oice  with  those  who  have  expressed  themselves  here 
In  exaltation  of  the  Word  of  God>  I  believe  in  making  this  Association  a  Bible 
Association  as  well  as  a  Christian  Association,  and  an  Association  for  surround- 
ing young  men  with  social  and  religious  Influences.  The  Word  of  God  in  this 
day,  when  it  is  being  attacked  by  its  enemies,  ought  to  be  rallied  around  by  its 
friends  as  the  standard  of  all  authority  against  the  scientific  shams  of  the  day. 
With  reference  to  the  conducting  of  these  Bible  classes,  I  think  they  should 
not  be  so  much  a  critical  class  as  a  social  class  for  mutual  devotion  and  profit. 
It  will  be  impossible  to  find  the  right  kind  of  men  to  lead  a  critical  c^ass.  The 
leader  should  help  them  along,  while  in  doing  so  they  would  also  instruct  him. 
We  want  a  number  of  earnest  Christian  men  in  all  our  Associations,  to  come 
together  and  att<=«mpt  to  bring  other  young  men  also  to  these  classes,  thus  help- 
ing them  to  elevate  ineir  interest  in  the  Word  of  God. 

"  Rock  of  Ages  "  was  then  sung  by  the  Convention. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. : 

There  is  one  word  in  the  opening  of  this  question  which  seems  to  me  should 
have  more  emphasis  due  to  it  than  any  other,  t.  e.,  how  should  Bible  classes  be 
conducted,  etc.  ?  Now,  sir,  while  we  all  acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  Word 
of  God  is  less  studied  individually  and  collectively  perhaps  than  it  ever  was, 
yet  the  question  comes  up :  How  can  we  secure  the  interest  necessary  to  suc- 
cess in  a  popular  Bible-class  ?  I  have  never  seen  the  solution  of  this  quesiion 
until  this  season.  Brother  Moody  came  to  Brooklyn  on  an  invitation  to  co-labor 
with  us  in  this  work  of  Bible  classes^  We  commenced  the  work  in  this  way : 
that  every  member  should  bring  a  Bible.  We  then  took  subjects  which  had  to 
do  directly  with  the  great  question  of  the  souFs  salvation  to  begin  with,  and 
then  with  spiritual  life  in  souls  to  continue  with.  We  took  the  Bible  and  the 
Bible  only,  without  any  commentary  ;  we  were  struck  very  much  with  this 
fact,  that  in  the  simple  study  of  the  Bible,  taking  the  Bible  as  its  own  expositor 
with  proof  texts  from  Genesis  to  Revelations,  there  was  excited  so  great  an 
interest.  That  Bible  Class  became  like  a  congregation.  Now,  we  study  not 
the  Bible  but  commentaries.  The  fact  is  this,  that  to  secure  the  successful 
conduct  of  Bible  classes  in  our  Associations  and  other  departments  of  religious 
effort,  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  the  study  of  the  Word  of  God  without  com- 
mentaries. 
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C.  0.  Lattrop,  Newark,  N.  J. : 

In  the  light  of  the  experience  that  I  have  had  with  regrard  to  this  subject,  I 
think  the  great  difficnltj  in  the  stadj  of  the  Bible  in  Bible  classes  is  in  relj- 
ing  too  much  on  human  anthoritj  and  not  taking  the  Bible  as  its  own  inter- 
preter. I  think  the  gentleman  who  opened  the  discussion  erred  as  to  who 
should  constitute  these  Bible  classes. 

Rev.  T.  R.  Fernley,  Philadelphia : 

I  think  the  question  is  not  how  can  we  conduct  Bible  classes  in  oar  Sondaj 
Schools  or  in  our  churches,  but  in  our  Associations?  Our  Devotional  Com- 
mittee  select,  say  12, 20  or  25  men,  composed  of  ministers  and  laymen.  They 
assign  to  each  of  these  laymen  or  ministers  a  lesson,  subject  or  topic;  asngn 
to  him  also  a  time  when  he  shall  take  charge  of  the  Bible  class ;  have  it  pub- 
lished in  the  papers,  and  put  np  in  posters  on  the  street  comers  and  in  frcml 
of  the  hall.  It  takes  place  on  Thursday  night.  That  room  is  sometimes  full. 
Some  two  or  three  hundred  people  are  drawn  in  from  the  streets  and  churches 
to  hear  the  Word  of  God,  a  topic  selected  by  the  Devotional  Committee.  It 
has  many  advantages.  It  lays  hold  of  the  best  talent  for  Bible  class  teaching 
in  the  city,  and  gathers  the  best  talent  of  the  villages  and  towns  of  our  ooontiy. 

Committee  op  Devotional  Meetings  report  open  air  service 
today  at  12:80.  To  be  led  by  C.  J.  Littlefield,  of  Sommerville, 
Mass.,  in  front  of  the  Merrimac  Corporation. 

Prayer  meeting  at  2  o'clock.  Led  by  Anthony  Comstock,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Three  open  air  services  this  evening,  at  6i  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  one 
in  French.     Led  by  Kev.  N.  Cyr,  in  front  of  Lawrence  Mills. 

2d.  Cor.  of  Jackson  and  Central  Led  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart, 
of  Pa. 

3d.  Front  of  Huntington  Hall.     Led  by  Lang  Sheafe,  of  Ohio. 

Friday,  A.  M.,  Rooms  6  to  7.  Led  by  H.  P.  Adams,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Before  the  Convention,  A.  M.  Led  by  Rev.  M.  Hamilton,  of 
Sommerville,  Masa 

The  Business  Committee  recommend  the  following  order  for 
the  Afternoon  Session : 

That  the  Convention  commence  at  8  o'clock.  After  the  open- 
ing exercises,  to  take  up  the  second  topic  recommended  by  the 
Executive  Conlmittee,  viz. : 

Direct  religioxis  work  among  young  men,  the  first  and  great  work 
of  Young  MerCs  Christian  Associations. 

To  be  opened  by  R  R  McBumey,  of  New  York ;  followed 
by  a  discussion  in  5  minutes  speeches.     Discussion  to  close  at  4J 
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o'clock.  Remainder  of  Session  devoted  to  hearing  from  members 
of  new  and  smaller  Associations  as  to  the  progress  of  their  work. 
The  hour  of  12  noon  having  arrived,  0.  J.  Littlefield,  of  South 
Boston,  offered  prayer,  and  the  morning  session  closed  by  singing, 
"Near  the  Cross." 

The  Afternoon  Session  opened  with  reading  of  Scripture  and 
Prayer  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron,  of  East  Boston.  President  H. 
Thane  Miller  in  the  Chair.  After  the  minutes  of  the  Morning 
Session  had  been  read  by  the  Secretary  and  adopted,  the  discus- 
sion of  Topic  No.  2,  "  Direct  religious  tvork  among  young  men  Hie 
first  and  great  work  of  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations"  was 
opened  by  R  R.  McBurney,  as  follows  i^ 

I  consider  this  about  the  most  important  snbject  that  could  be  presented  for 
our  consideration,  for  it  involves  the  work  for  wliich  the  Associations,  in  my  es- 
timation, have  their  existence  in  this  or  in  any  other  land.  And  in  endeavoring 
to  speak  upon  this  subject  1  shall  try  first  to  point  out  what  the  Associations 
are  not  established  to  carry  on,  or  in  other  words,  that  direct  religious  work 
among  young  men  is  their  great  work. 

These  Associations  are  not  literary  societies.  They  are  not  Associations  in 
which  young  men  meet  together  to  debate  general  questions.  Their  busiuese 
is  not  to  have  essays  written  upon  various  subjects.  Their  object  is  not  that  of 
literary  institutions  to  maintain  a  library  or  reading-room,  or  a  course  of  lec< 
tures,  or  a  gymnasium,  or  a  series  of  concerts.  They  are  not  to  be  carried  on 
as  social  clubs.  It  is  not  the  chief  business  of  an  Association  to  engage  in 
these  things.  It  is  not  their  chief  purpose  to  engage  in  the  founding  and 
maintenance  of  Sunday  Schools  or  in  City  Mission  work  generally  ;  nor  generally 
in  work  among  the  masses.  AU  these  things  we  find  in  Associations.  I  believe 
that  in  all  they  ought  to  a  certain  extent  have  a  place  according  to  surrounding 
circumstances.  If  an  Association  maintains  a  daily  prayer  meeting  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  when  young  men  are  down  town  or  away  from  the  place 
attending  to  business,  they  are  not  engaged  then  in  the  primary  work  of  their  or- 
ganization. All  these  things  should  have  their  place,  but  it  is  not  the  chief  place. 
1  want  to  be  clearly  understood  on  this  point.  The  primary  work  of  Associa- 
tions is  to  reach  young  men  religiously,  so  as  to  bring  them  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  And  if  that  work  is  not  being  done  by  the  Association,  no  matter  what 
other  work  it  engages  in,  strictly  speaking,  it  is  not  fulfilling  its  mission. 
[Applause.]  The  training  of  young  men  for  religious  work  among  their  fel- 
lows, I  assume  to  be  one  of  the  chief  objects  for  which  the  Associations  have 
their  existence.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  that  the  Secretary  or  the  Missionary  of 
,  the  Association  does  a  great  deal  of  work,  reaches  a  great  many  young  men, 
maintains  a  great  many  meetings,  secures  a  great  many  situations  for  young 
men,  is  indefatigable  in  the  work  for  the  Association — I  do  not  mean  that  that 
is  the  purpose  for  which  these  Associations  were  founded.  I  think  it  were 
better  that  every  Association  in  this  land  had  not  such  a  man  for  Secretary^ 
The  business  of  the  Secretary  and  Board  of  Directors  should  be  the  teaching 
and  training  of  young  men  who  belong  to  the  Association,  who  form  the  mem- 
bership, in  a  way  to  work  for  the  souls  of  young  men.    By  this  means  a  greal 
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deal  more  is  accomplished ;  the  Association  is  not  the  Secretary,  the  Secre- 
tary is  not  the  Association.  I  say  that  any  Secretary  of  the  Association  who 
does  seek  to  do  the  work  of  the  Association,  is  unjust  to  himself  and  is  injuiingr 
the  Association.  For  he  owes  a  duty  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  a  duty  to  all  men  connected  with  the  Association  to  lead  them  out  into 
work  for  others.  I  consider  this  exceedingly  important  in  connection  with 
our  work.  We  do  not  come  up  to  the  work  indicated  by  the  famous 
declaration  of  the  Paris  Conference  unless  we  are  engaged  in  this  bu- 
siness of  leading  out  young  men  and  showing  them  how  to  be  useful. 
Then  efforts  should  be  made  for  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom 
among  young  men  who  do  not  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Various  methods 
should  be  employed.  This  work  should  be  entered  upon  wisely,  not  rashly ; 
and  yet  I  would  sooner  have  an. inexperienced  young  man  go  ahead  rashly  than 
have  a  man  who  all  the  time  was  studying  how  he  might  approach  young  men 
on  the  subject  of  personal  religion,  and  never  reach  one.  However,  I  think  it 
•is  desirable  that  we  should  act  wisely  in  endeavoring  to  get  hold  of  young  men. 
It  should  be  a  personal  work  for  individuals.  The  attendance  at  meetings  and 
speaking  there  to  young  men  is  not  sufficient.  We  must  impress  upon  the 
members  of  our  Associations,  that  if  they  would  fulfil  their  mission,  they  must 
seek  to  lead  the  young  men  personally  to  feel  an  individual  concern  for  the 
conversion  of  young  men,  and  to  work  for  that  end  as  the  present  aim,  in  their 
daily  callings  where  they  meet  young  men,  or  in  any  way  where  they  come  in 
contnct  with  them.  They  should  send  out  invitations  to  young  men  to  attend 
meetings.  Bands  of  young  men  should  invite  other  young  men  to  religions 
meetings  of  various  kinds.  And  when  these  young  men  come  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Association  they  should  be  cordially  received.  The  Secretary,  or  one 
detailed  for  that  purpose,  should  be  stationed  in  the  rooms  every  evening  with 
no  other  burden  upon  him  than  to  reach  these  young  men  that  come  in  ;  to 
get  their  confidence  and  love,  and  to  be,  if  possible,  the  means  of  leading  tbem 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Consecration  of  heart  and  life  is  needed  for  this  work  ;  intimate  communion 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Otherwise  this  work  will  be  done,  if  it  is  done  at 
all,  without  any  spiritual  life  In  It,  and  our  efforts  will  be  Ineffectual.  We  need 
a  personal  consecration  of  heart  to  this  particular  work.  We  need,  as  was 
argued  this  morning,  bible  classes  in  our  Associations ;  not  a  large  bible  class, 
such  as  those  described  In  Brooklyn  or  in  New  York.  We  cannot  maintain 
these  generally ;  cannot  get  these  Christian  teachers  with  a  world-wide  reputa- 
tion, but  we  can  find  in  every  town  having  an  Association,  men  who  have  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  and  a  great  love  of  Christ.  If  you  cannot 
have  fifty  inen  come  to  the  bible  class  you  can  have  five,  and  If  you  educate  five 
young  men  and  are  the  means  of  leading  some  of  these  to  the  Saviour,  you  are 
doing  a  Christian  work.  You  ought  to  be  thankful  for  it.  Don't  shrink  from 
this  work,  because  yau  cannot  make  a  great  show.  Prayer-meetings  should  be 
established  In  these  Associations.  I  Intimated  before,  that  holding  them  during 
the  day  was  not  the  method  to  reach  young  men,  to  any  extent.  You  must 
have  religious  meetings  distinctively  for  young  men,  at  a  time  when  they  can 
attend.  You  should  make  efforts  to  secure  young  men  at  these  meetings.  If 
you  do  not  you  fall  in  your  work.  Special  sermons  should  be  preached  in  all 
these  Associations  for  those  young  men.  Singing  meetings  are  very  good,  as 
they  are  agencies  of  a  religious  kind,  and  are  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful. 
Efforts  should  be  made  for  young  men  brought  under  the  Influence  of  religion. 
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to  bring  them  into  communion  with  some  church  or  congregation  into  which 
they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  worshipping  at  their  homes.  They  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  members  of  the  church.  This  particularly  applies 
to  cltif  s  and  large  towns ;  for  young  men  sometimes  go  Sunday  after  Sunday 
to  these  churches,  and  not  a  soul  speaks  to  them.  When  you  see  a  young  man 
go  into  a  church,  whom  you  do  not  know,  you  should  speak  to  him,  and  not 
wait  till  you  see  him  two  or  three  times ;  for  he  may  never  be  seen  in  the 
church  again. 

The  Convention  sang, 

"  Work  for  Jeeus." 

Hev.  J.  W.  Willett,  Providence,  E.  I. : 

I  am  pleased  with  the  remarks  that  have  been  made  by  the  brother  who 
opened  this  discussion.  I  think  he  has  named  the  special  work  of  the  Associa- 
tions, and  I  think  there  are  reasons  why  thia  work  should  be  vary  earnestly 
attended  to.  It  is  not  safe  for  good  men  to  keep  a  good  many  irons  in  the 
fire ;  some  of  them  may  burn.  But  then  there  is  another  thought  in  my 
miud.  The  making  of  this  our  specialty,  and  abiding  by  it,  justifies  one  fea- 
ture in  our  organization  about  which  a  great  deal  of  complaint  is  made,  t.  e., 
the  "  Evangelical  Teat."  Those  of  our  friends  and  neighbors  who  differ  with 
us  on  this  radical  point  with  regard  to  this  specialty,  ought  not  to  think  we 
intend  to  slight  them  because  we  do  not  ask  them  to  work.  But  if  we  show 
that  we  don't  half  believe  in  it  ourselves,  we  give  them  good  reason  to  com- 
plain. So  I  say,  for  this  reason,  there  should  be  earneelness  and  faithfulness 
and  persistence  in  it.  Take  the  outcasts  in  the  purlieus  of  our  cities.  Try  to 
carry  them  to  Christ,  and  make  them  new  creatures. 

S.  B.  Alley,  Auburn,  N.  Y. : 

I  wish  some  of  the  brethren  would  take  a  piece  of  paper  and  j  ust  mark  out  a 
circle  within  which  we  may  work.  Some  of  us  are  in  church  mission  work,  and 
tract  work.  It  seems  to  me  it  runs  a  great  deal  together.  Now  I  wish  for  this 
especially,  so  that  we  may  know  whether  we.  are  working  in  our  circles  when 
in  our  Sunday  Schools,  mission  work,  etc.  I  supposed  the  charge  was  *'  To 
do  good  as  we  have  opportunity.''  Of  course  our  Associations  are  for  a  special 
work,  but  men  in  other  fields  may  do  a  direct  work  for  the  Christian  Association. 

James  B.  Baylis,  Montreal  : 

When  I  joined  the  Association  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  strength.  We  were 
but  a  few.  I  think  we  were  the  first  on  this  continent  that  formed  a  Society. 
The  first  thing  we  wanted  was  sympathy ;  the  first  word  we  uttered  was 
Brothers!  We  wanted  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  this  thing.  One  of 
the  grand  things  connected  with  Associations  is  moral  sympathy.  I  speak  now 
as  an  older  man  than  then,  but  still  the  same  thought  through  is  that  Christian 
men  want  sympathy.  What  do  other  men  want  who  have  not  the  power  of 
*  grace  in  the  heart  ?  They  want  the  sympathy  of  Christian  men  guarding,  shel- 
tering, directing  and  pointing  to  the  Saviour.  Then  there  is  danger  around 
these  yoimg  men  who  come  into  the  cities  and  large  manufacturing  towns. 
Point  them  •ut ;  don't  be  afraid  to  speak  of  them  by  the  right  name.  Tell  a 
young  man  of  his  dangers ;  how  to  avoid  them.  Take  him  by  the  hand  and 
lead  him  to  a  better  place.  We  need  to  deny  ourselves  of  the  pleasures  and  the 
ease  and  the  position  to  which  some  of  us  may  have  come,  to  protect  him  from 
the  dangers  among  which  he  treads. 
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Eobert  Weidensall,  Omaha,  followed. 

Rev.  Joseph  Anderson,  Waterbury,  Conn. : 

I  spent  a  little  while  this  afternoon  in  visiting  one  of  the  great  cotton  mills. 
I  found  sometimes  50,  75  or  100  persons  in  a  single  room.  A  large  portion  of 
these  operatives  are  women ;  a  considerahle  numher  are  young  men.  I  could 
not  but  help  thinking  and  saying  to  my  friend  who  accompanied  me :  "I  won- 
der what  the  Association  in  the  City  of  Lowell  is  really  doing  in  behalf  of  these 
young  men  in  the  manufactories  ?'*  for  I  have  no  doubt  my  friends,  that  the 
City  of  Lowell  like  other  cities  I  know  of,  have  a  very  large  proportion  of  these 
young  men  who  never  see  the  inside  of  a  Christian  Church  and  know  nothing 
of  direct  Christian  influences,  the  churches  and  the  ministers  together.  I 
mean  that  the  churches  and  the  church  organizations  are  totally  inad- 
equate to  reach  that  great  class  and  save  them  for  Christ ;  and  if  there  be 
anything  to  justify  the  existence  of  Associations,  it  is  the  existence  of  this  large 
and  growing  class  in  almost  every  community  that  pay  no  heed  to  the  church, 
and  that  care  not  for  religious  influences ;  that  are  not  reached  by  our  machin- 
ery of  church  organizations. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Jerome,  N.  Y. : 

Our  plan  was  that  there  be  a  committee  working  in  connection  with  the  Asso- 
ciation to  acquaint  members  when  they  knew  of  any  stranger  who  had  come  to 
the  city,  on  their  street  or  in  the  machine-shop,  or  other  work,  with  such  facts  as 
they  can  give  about  the  stranger.  And  then  this  committee  themselves  or 
through  friends  have  men  set  at  work  to  keep  at  these  young  men,  not  ob- 
trusively but  quietly,  to  make  their  acquaintance,  working  upon  them  in  sudi 
ways  as  he  knew  to  bring  them  to  Christ.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  work  must  be 
done  by  the  rank  and  file,  and  not  simply  by  the  officers.  The  Association  is  a 
training  school.  It  is  to  train  young  men  into  the  work  for  the  young  men  out- 
side. This,  I  think,  is  the  great  way  for  us  to  work  by  a  direct  method  by  going 
to  them  individually.  But,  young  men  cannot  do  as  much  as  women.  We  want 
to  take  hold  of  that  agency.  We  want  to  bring  these  young  men  into  oar 
homes.  I  know  what  it  is  to  be  a  stranger  in  a  strange  place.  I  know  what  it 
is  to  be  taken  into  a  Christian  home  and  be  welcomed  there.  We  must  remem- 
ber that  the  Association  is  only  an  auxiliary  of  the  Church.  It  is  preaching 
which  is  to  save  the  world  after  all,  and  the  work  of  the  young  men  of  the 
Association  is  to  bring  these  stranger  young  men  to  the  home  of  Christianity— 
the  Church. 

A.  C.  Barstow,  Jr.,  Providence,  R  I. : 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  first  thing  in  the  great  work  of  the  Assodation  is  to 
get  young  men  to  work.  I  say  young  men.  Young  men  first  united  with  our 
churches  16, 17  or  18  years  old.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  men  who  still  carry 
on  these  conventions  were  the  leading  men  in  them  15  years  ago.  These  are 
the  ones  we  need,  but  we  need  the  young  men  put  forward  a  little  more.  I 
think  we  can  go  from  this  place  to  our  homes  and  work  them  into  the  harness. 

Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

I  want  to  intensify  one  thought  of  Mr.  McBumey's.  We  need  all  these  ap- 
pliances of  which  he  spoke,  as  being  a  necessity  for  our  Associations.  I  mean 
by  this  we  want  our  gymnasiums,  our  literary  societies,  all  these  things.  And 
yet  have  it  distinctly  understood  everywhere  in  all  these  appliances  that  their 
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use  is  directly  to  bring  souls  to  Cbrist.  In  Washington  we  have  had  panto- 
mimic exhibitions  in  connection  with  oar  Sociable.  It  brought  500  young  mei^ 
to  the  rooms  that  were  never  there  before.  I  told  them  distinctly  we  had  this 
exhibition  on  this  occasion  for  the  purpose  to  get  them  there,  not  simply  to  help 
to  spend  an  evening,  but  to  tell  them  how  much  the  Saviour  could  do  for  them. 
Havo  it  understood  that  all  these  things  are  secondary ;  that  the  first  great 
thing  is  to  lead  souls  to  the  Saviour.  Last  year  over  200  have  been  converted 
to  Christ  in  the  Washington  Association. 

Eev.  W.  H.  Anderson,  Providence,  R  L : 

It  seems  to  me  we  get  somewhat  estrayed  from  the  mun  object  of  our  Asso- 
ciations, which  is,  that  the  Association  work  is  to  bring  young  men  to  Christ. 
I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  if  we  exhibit  the  same  spirit  and  the 
same  faith  that  we  do  in  the  prosecution  of  our  secular  afiftdrs,  we  can  succeed 
in  prosecuting  the  interest  of  Christ  and  His  kingdom.  How  much  will  you 
spend  for  your  library  ?  How  much  for  your  gymnasium,  just  to  make  a  good 
appearance  to  your  neighbors  ?  Now  then,  suppose  you  would  spend  the  same 
amount  of  money  in  the  interest  of  young  men  directly.  Now  it  seems  to  me 
men  should  make  it  appear  before  the  young  men  of  the  world  that  they  really 
beUeve  all  they  say.  You  meet  a  young  man  on  the  streets,  you  ask  him  to  eome 
over  to  your  room.  He  goes.  Tou  afterward  go  and  search  him  out  and  take 
him  to  your  boarding  place,  or  if  you  cannot  do  that,  certainly  you  have  friends 
in  the  city  who  love  Christ  sufficiently  to  receive  him. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. : 

I  have  seen  the  past  year,  I  suppo^  not  less  than  300  souls  brought  to  Christ 
by  personal  effort ;  the  i>ersonal  effort  of  individual  Christian  men  and  women 
mostly.  In  our  own  Associatioa  we  have  aU  manner  of  appliances  to  bring 
young  men  who  are  not  Christians  under  the  influences  of  those  who  are.  And 
our  intellectual,  social  and  other  work  is  to  bring  yeung  men  under  the  influence 
of  personal  effort.  Preaching  does  not  convert  men,  it  convinces  men.  K  is 
only  by  this  individual  work,  the  consecration  of  the  life  to  Christ  that  souls 
are  converted,  which  cannot  otherwise  be  accomplished  by  any  sort  of  machinery 
or  organization  than  can  be  brought  to  bear. 

At  this  point,  S.  S.  Matthews,  of  Boston,  led  in  prayer,  and 

after  the  hymn 

"  God  who  gave  us  each  a  talent/' 

had  been  sung,  reports  of  new  or  small  Associations  were  heard, 

as  follows : 

Rev.  C.  H.  Griffin,  of  Milford,  Conn. : 

We  have  but  sixty  active  members.  We  all  want  to  be  informed,  instructed 
and  helped  along  in  various  ways  by  mutual  suggestions.  It  is  true  the  Chris, 
tian  people  in  the  place  ought  to  give  liberally  to  this  work,  which  they  do  not. 
I  would  like  to  know  how  other  towns  do  in  this  respect  ?  Do  the  members  of 
ihe  Association  pay  regularly  their  annual  dues  ? 

Rev.  R  A.  Fink,  Johnstown,  Pa. : 

Our  town  is  not  so  very  little,  our  Association  is  not  very  big — 89  members— 
but  I  wish  to  ask  the  same  question.  We  have  had  the  same  difficulty  every 
one  has,  &.  e.  money.    I  luive  about  come  to  this  conclusion  personally^  tluit 
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there  ought  to  be  no  religious  service  held  in  anj  church  or  anr  kind  of  Asso- 
ciation, or  any  where  at  all  in  which  men  and  women  would  not  be  expected  to 
give  money.  I  believe  that  giving  is  worship.  Our  Association  has  been  doing 
very  good  work  in  our  manufacturing  community.  We  have  acted  upon  the 
principle  suggested  here  by  some  one  this  morning  with  regard  to  the  work — 
going  out.  There  was  a  correspondence  l)etween  our  place  and  a  neighboring 
town ;  a  consultation  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of  an  effort  to  establish  aA 
Association.  And  our  brethren  went  to  the  town  of  Blairsville  and  had  a  glo- 
rious meeting,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  and  established  an  Associa- 
tion. 

Nathan  Lilly,  Peru,  Vermont : 

We  have  had  an  organization  for  some  five  years ;  have  four  mission  schools 
with  a  layman  and  minister  at  work.    We  have  tried  to  do  what  we  could. 

J.  A.  Stevens,  Waterbury  Conn. : 

I  represent  a  small  ABSociation  having  some  2S  active  members.  There  are 
four  churches  represented  in  the  Association.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
Association  they  did  not  seem  to  work  very  well  together.  We  meet  on  Sun- 
day evenings  once  a  nranth.  We  have  had  some  of  the  best  meetings  in  this 
way.  I  would  suggesi^  that  where  Associations  are  formed  in  small  towns 
where  there  are  only  a  few  members,  that  you  start  just  such  meetings  as  this ; 
you  will  find  them  lo  be  a  benefit,  and  of  real  importance. 

H.  C.  Greeley,  Clinton,  N.  Y. : 

Our  little  Association  has  lived  for  two  or  three  years  perhaps,  in  small 
rooms,  but  have  been  able  to  raise  our  funds  through  liberal  friends,  and  in  the 
last  few  weeks  have  hired  what  was  a  billiard  room.  We  have  raised  $300 
besides  other  expenses.  I  tell  you  "  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fullness 
thereof."  That  means  the  money.  We  found  there  was  money  enough  when 
we  opened  the  doors  of  our  new  room. 

John  Craig,  Port  Hope : 

Our  Association  numbers  42  active  members.  A  great  deal  of  the  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged  is  performed  on  Sundays.  I  know  sonte  people  don't 
believe  in  doing  much  on  Sunday.  It  does  not  leave  enough  time  for  com- 
munion, reading  the  Bible,  and  for  religious  works.  It  is  the  only  time  we  can 
do  much  of  our  work.  On  Sunday  morning  we  have  prayer-meeting  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  we  keep  it  up  during  the  week.  It  is  a  prayer-meeting  containing 
only  three  or  four  of  us,  but  we  try  always  to  make  it  an  earnest  jira^^-meeting. 
I  think  God  has  blessed  it.  There  are  at  least  now  thirty  in  attendance  on  the 
Sabbath  morning.  After  the  prayer-meeting  some  of  us  go  out  with  tracts ; 
go  through  the  whole  town,  and  our  eflbrts  are  directed  also  towards  sailors 
who  may  be  in  the  place.  Some  gp  to  the  schooners  and  talk  to  the  men,  leave 
tracts,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  have  a  Bethel  on  one  of  the  schooners,  designated 
by  a  large  flag,  so  that  they  can  find  the  place  of  worship.  We  thought  oar 
room  needed  a  little  repairs.  Just  before  coming  away  we  papered  our  rooms, 
and  they  look  cozy  and  warm.  We  had  not  much  funds,  but  concluded  to  buy 
the  paper  and  paper  it  ourselves,  which  we  did. 

"  Do  not  be  discouraged  " 
Was  then  sung  by  the  Convention,  after  whieli  reports  were 
made  by  Kev.  W.  K  Bacon,  Shoreham,  Tt : 
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Our  Association  numbers  80  members,  bom  of  a  blessed  revival.  One  of  the 
interestinfif  features  of  ii  was  the  gathering  of  the  funds.  Poor  joung  men 
gave  liberally.  One  gave  $15  out  of  his  hard  earnings,  sheepshearing.  We 
found  the  same  spirit  characterizing  the  religious  meetings.  They  have  been 
fully  maintained.  We  cannot  say  in  the  gathering  of  funds  that  we  are  perfect, 
but  we  have  this  to  say,  that  where  there  is  a  personal  consecration  to  Christ 
the  pocket  will  come  up  in  time. 

O.  C.  Barrow,  Bristol,  R  I. : 

We  are  a  small  Association,  but  we  have  tried  to  hold  up  the  Cross  as  a 
present  truth  to  young  men.  We  have  had  a  meeting  in  the  steam-engine 
house ;  had  a  good  attendance.  We  changed  our  place  of  meeting,  and  where, 
some  five  months  ago,  we  had  only  10  persons  in  the  meeting,  we  had  some- 
thing like  800  last  Saboath  evening,  and  about  500  at  the  second  meeting.  We 
started  also  a  social  meeting  on  Saturday  evening,  and  invited  the  young  men. 
About  the  funds.  Our  good  brother  Westerly  wanted  an  instrument  in  the 
rooms.  We  got  the  instrument  in  there  for  a  week  or  two,  and  then  one  or  two 
of  us  passed  a  paper  around,  and  in  three  days  we  had  the  money,  and' the 
instrument  paid  for.  These  meetings  have  been  blessed,  and  all  our  rooms  were 
too  full.  Young  men  and  women  came  in  to  practice  the  precious  songs.  The 
members  are  not  wealthy,  but  one  or  two  brethren,  after  consulting,  concluded 
we  should  get  some  chairs,  and  we  ordered  them.  One  or  two  carrie  i  this 
matter  to  God  in  prayer.  Dear  brethren,  when  our  hearts  are  consecrated  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  remember  He  will  answer  our  prayers,  and  the  wealth  of  the 
world  is  His.  We  placed  a  small  box  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  for  contributions 
with  just  a  simple  notice.  A  lady  happened  to  be  in  the  rooms  one  evening, 
and  heard  them  speaking  of  it.  "  Now  what  do  you  want  7  "  she  asked.  It 
was  mentioned  to  her.  "  How  much  does  it  come  to  7  "  and  she  paid  the  bill. 
Was  not  this  an  answer  from  the  Lord  on  High  ? 

E.  Stone  Spencer,  Mass.  : 

We  have  not  the  modern  appliances  that  some  young  men  seek — such  as 
bowling-alleys  and  things  of  that  kind.  We  have  a  few  earnest  men,  working 
Christian  young  men,  who  have  been  the  instruments  in  God's  hands  of  saving, 
we  believe,  some  of  our  young  men  from  destruction.  Men  who  have  gone  and 
taken  them  by  the  hand  and  proved  themselves  in  earnest.  We  have  estab- 
lished a  weekly  meeting,  at  first  under  great  apprehension  lest  it  should  fail. 
Many  of  our  best  men  thought  we  had  meetings  enough  in  the  village.  Thank 
God,  that  meeting  is  established,  and  we  have  been  made  glad  in  hearing, 
in  the  last  three  or  four  months,  of  15  or  20  young  men  and  boys  from  15  to  20 
years  of  age  who  have  been  saved  through  the  efforts  of  this  Association  and 
through  that  meeting  directly.  We  bave  been  organized  only  about  five  years. 
At  first  it  was  hard,  up-hill  work.  Even  now  some  of  our  boys  are  inclined  to 
discouragement. 

C.  G.  Movers,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  : 

We  have  a  membership  of  200,  but  not  more  than  25  active  members.  That 
is  the  bane  of  our  Association.  We  have  a  Sabbath-school  and  Bible  class  on 
Sunday  afternoons.  Our  Association  has  failed  in  personal  efforts  as  to  some 
young  men,  but  I  am  determined  to  attempt  it.  Our  Board  of  Directors  and 
Officers  connected  with  the  Association  seem  to  shrink  from  this  duty.  Per- 
haps we  have  had  as  much  difficulty  in  the  Association  as  any  Association  that 
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has  been  organized.  We  could  not  rely  upon  our  annual  dues  to  cmny  on  Um 
work  of  the  Association,  but  went  right  to  the  business  men  of  ojir  citj  and 
asked  them  to  pledge  themselves  for  so  much  a  month  for  oar  support,  and 
they  did  it. 

Frank  Place,  Courtlandville,  K  Y. : 

We  are  a  place  of  2,000  or  8,000  inhabitants,  with  an  Association  about  three 
years  old.    At  first  matters  were  discounting.    A  few  of  us  put  our  h^n^^'i  and 
heads  together  and  we  hired  a  hall  for  which  we  paid  $200  a  year,  tmstin^  to  tbd 
Lord  for  the  wherewithal  to  pay  that  rent.  We  have  a  parlor,  readings-room  and 
sort  of  a  reception  room.  We  raised  about  $700  or  $800  the  first  year.    VTe  won 
on  and  fitted  up  our  rooms  and  ever  since  that  time  we  have  had  a  free  reading- 
room.    We  have  had  some  difficulty  in  raising  funds.    The  first  year  of  our  ex- 
istence we  undertook  to  have  a  lecture  course.   It  proved  a  financial  failure,  and 
we  had  to  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets.    We  tried  it  again  the  second  jeu, 
and  we  were  a  little  ahead,  about  $25.    The  third  year  we  had  a  surplus  faiid 
on  hand  of  $500.    That  is  the  bright  side  of  the  question.    I  cannot  report 
about  so  much  aggressive  work  as  we  desire,  but  we  have  had  some  experi^iee 
of  answers  to  prayer.    Several  conversions  have  already  been  reported.     We 
have  a  free  reading-room  for  young  men,  a  weekly  prayer-meeting*  Sunday 
afternoons,  well  attended,  rooms  full. 

George  D.  Stroud,  Germantown,  Pa. : 

The  Germantown  Association  was  formed  in  1871.  It  has  now  a  member8h%» 
of  262.  Last  December  it  was  incorporated  and  given  authority  to  issue  oerftifi> 
cates  of  stock.  They  are  certificates  of  indebtedness  without  paying  any  inter- 
est, merely  securing  subscribers  from  any  loss.  We  have  raised  in  that  eflbit 
some  $22,000  since  December,  and  expect  to  have  $75,000  raised  before  the  next 
lecture  season,  and  also  have  500  members. 

John  J.  Ashenhurst,  Ashland,  Ohio : 

Our  Association  was  organized  between  three  and  four  years  ago.  It  has  ' 
been  carried  on  successfully,  and  as  an  effect  of  our  success,  our  financial  con- 
dition is  better  than  ever  before.  We  have  a  Monthly  Meeting  in  one  of  the 
churches,  where  all  unite.  We  get  some  minister  from  a  distance  to  give  us  a 
sermon  at  these  Association  Meetings,  and  we  generally  raise  a  good  coUection. 
We  have  a  prayer  meeting  every  Saturday  evening.  Six  months  ago  that 
prayer-meeting  was  established  by  six  or  seven  young  men.  We  went  to  the 
young  ladies  and  asked  them  to  come  and  unite  with  us  and  help  us  along,  al- 
though some  of.  the  young  men  were  opposed  to  it.  The  result  was  that  in  two 
months  we  had  that  room  full  every  evening. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee  submitted  the  follow- 
ing Order  of  Business  for  the  Evening  Session,  which  was  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  Business  recommend  that  the  Evening  Ses- 
sion commence  at  7i  o'clock,  in  Huntington  HalL 

After  opening  exercises,  take  up  the  6th  topic  recommended 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  viz. :  How  can  the  Association  hdp 
young  men  to  resist  temptation  ? 

The  subject  to  be  opened  by  Joseph  Anderson,  of  Waterbury, 
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Conn.,  to  be  followed  by  J.  J.  Joyde,  Philadelphia,  H.  P.  Lloyd, 
Cincinnati,  in  speeches  of  five  minutes  eacL  After  which  the 
subject  to  be  thrown  open  for  discussion.  Discussion  to  close  at 
9  o'clock,  at  which  time  it  is  recommended  that  a  question-drawer 
be  opened,  when  opportunities  be  given  for  questions  to  be  asked 
and  answered  relative  to  the  great  work  of  Associationa  The 
questions  to  be  collected  at  the  opening  of  the  Evening  Session ; 
to  adjourn  at  9^  o'clock. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  presentied  invitations  from  O.  H.  Moulton,  Esq., 
of  Hamilton  Manufacturing  Co.,  Jackson  Street,  to  visit  them  at 
2  J  o'clock  tomorrow ;  also  the  Agents  of  Lawrence,  Tremont  and 
Suffolk  Manufacturing  Co.,  from  5  to  6  P.  M.,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sleeper  also  on  behalf  of  the  Lowell  Carpet  Co.  invited  the 
Convention  to  visit  the  mills  between  9  and  1  A.  M.  to  morrow, 
and  2  and  5  P.  M. 

The  invitations  were  accepted. 

The  Labor  Song  was  sung,  and  after  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Hub- 
bard, the  Convention  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the 
Bev.  T  A.  Fernly,  of  Philadelphia,  to  meet  .as  above. 


EVENING  SESSION.— Thursday. 

At  7.45  o'clock  the  Evening  Session  was  opened  by  singing 

"  Nearer  my  God  to  Thee." 
•  Eev.  J.  K  Rankin,  D.D.,  of  Washington,  read  the  Scrip- 
tures (8th  Chapter  Epistle  to  the  Romans)  and  oflfered  prayer. 
The  Secretary  read  the  Minutes  of  the  Morning  Session,  which 
were  adopted.  The  following  telegram  was  read,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Business  Committee  requested  to  send  a  reply  : 

Altooka,  Pa.,  June  13, 1873. 
To  the  Pre$.  of  Contention  T.  M.C.  A,  now  in  session : 

The  Qrand  Lodge  I.  O.  of  Qood  Templars  of  Pennsylyania,  now  in  session, 
sends  fratem&l  greetings  to  the  Young  Men's  National  Association,  wishing 
them  Qod's  continued  blessing  in  their  Christian  work,  and  praying  for  the 
heartj  co-operation  with  us  in  our  efibrts  to  save  our  race  from  the  dreadful 
curse  of  drunkenness  and  its  cause,  the  liquor  traffic. 

8.  B.  CHASE,  Presiding  Official 
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H.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  moved  that  the  Order  of  Exercises 
be  suspended  to  allow  Jas.  Stokes,  Jr.,  of  Executive  Committee, 
to  introduce  Prof  Wm.  Milligan,  D.D.,  of  the  University  of 
Aberdeen,  and  Rev.  John  Marshall  Lang,  of  Edinburgh. 

James  Stokes,  Jr. : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Friends  /—I  think,  perhaps,  one  of  the  pleasantest  ooca- 
sionfl  with  which  our  meeting  have  been  honored,  is  that  we  hare  had  the  op- 
portunity to  salute  those  coming  to  greet  us  from  the  other  Associations  bejond 
the  seas.  At  times  we  have  had  deputations  and  letters,  and  occasionally  the 
beloved  presence  of  our  brothers  from  the  other  side.  To-night  we  are  really 
honored  in  having  the  presence  of  two  gentlemen  who,  although  not  partica-  . 
larly  connected  with  the  Associations,  yet  bring  us  a  kindly,  hearty  greeting. 
Tou  know  that  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  there  has  been  a  blending  together, 
and  they  had  sect  over  last  year  delegates  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and 
in  return  they  have  reciprocated  by  sending  back  two  distinguished  members 
of  that  Church,  Prof.  Wm.  Milligan,  D.D.,  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  Rev.  John 
Marshall  Lang,  of  Eklinburgh.  I  have  now  great  pleasure  in  presenting  these 
gentlemen. 

The  Convention  then  rose  and  greeted  the  guests  by  singing 
"  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds.'' 

After  a  few  introductory  remarks  by  President  H.  Thane  Miller, 
Prof  Wm.  Milligan,  D.D.,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Christian  friends — I  know  that  you  have  upon  your  paper 
for  to-night  a  subject  for  discussion  that  is  one  of  the  most  important  that  can 
occupy  the  attention  of  this  Convention.  I  must  therefore  endeavor  to  culti- 
vate what  I  fear  I  must  call  more  than  ordinary  brevity.  And  now  addrtaesing 
myself  to  you  for  a  moment,  I  beg,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Christian  brethrtsn,  in 
one  or  two  sentences  only,  to  express  the  very  deep  feeling  of  interest  and 
delight  with  which  I  find  myself  in  the  midst  of  such  a  noble  aasemblage  ai 
I  have  just  at  this  moment  before  me.  Everything  that  has  occupied  my  at- 
tention, as  well  as  the  attention  of  my  coadjutor  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
since  we  landed  on  the  shores  of  America,  has  been  a  subject  of  ever-increasing 
interest  and  delight.  I  may  truly  say  that  no  grander  or  more  intensely  inter 
esting  spectacle  has  been  presented  to  our  view  than  that  afforded  by  an 
assembly  such  as  this.  By  finding  so  many  young  men,  in  the  very  prime  and 
strength  of  their  youth  and  of  their  manhood,  banding  thus  together  for  the 
noblest  objects  that  can  occupy  the  attention  of  reasonable  and  moral  men — 
the  advancing  of  the  glory  of  God  and  the  spiritual  and  eternal  interests  of  all, 
especially  •f  young  men  like  these. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Conventions  of  thts  kind  are,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  not  known 
in  my  native  land  ;  but  we  also  in  Scotland,  in  all  our  larger  towns,  have  Chris- 
tian Associations  like  these  branch  Associations  in  the  different  cities  of  America 
tha{  are  represented  in  this  assembly.  And  I  rejoice  to  be  able  to  say  to  you, 
sir,  that  these  Christian  Associations  of  young  men,  assembling  thus  for  pur- 
poses similar  to  your  own,  have  gained  a  most  important  and  influential  posi- 
tion among  the  Christian  activities  of  my  native  land.  Let  me,  for  example, 
take  the  city  of  Aberdeen.    Let  me  mention  a  fact  that  will  not  be,  I  believe, 
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without  interest  to  the  members  of  this  Convention.  There  have  been  for  a 
series  of  Winters  past,  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen — ^a  town  with  a  population  of 
between  70,000  and -80,000  inhabitants — ^various  attempts  made  to  while  awaj 
some  of  the  long  Winter  evenings  by  providing  lecturers  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  country,  upon  important  literary  subjects.  These  efforts  have  been 
made  by  two  different  bodies  in  the  town.  By  one  association  that  is  known 
in  my  country  as  "  the  Mechanics'  Institute.*'  It  is  an  institute  for  giving  a 
higher  education  to  artisans  and  skilled  mechanics,  and  supported  in  no  small 
degree  by  the  intelligent  people  and  the  citizens.  The  other  attempt  has  been 
made  by  the  Christian  Association  of  young  men  in  Aberdeen.  And  while  the 
one  attempt  has  proved  in  the  town  almost  a  failure,  the  other  has,  year  after 
year,  received  the  increasing  confidence  of  the  inhabitants.  Year  after  year  the 
Association  of  Aberdeen  has  been  so  nobly  assisted  by  the  citizens  of  that 
town,  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  remove  gradually  fh)m  one  hall  to  an- 
other of  a  larger  size,  until  last  Winter  they  were  compelled  to  engage  the 
largest  hall  in  the  city  ;  a  hall  capable  of  containing  between  two  and  three 
thousand  hearers.  And  there,  week  after  week,  in  no  small  degree  owing  at 
once  to  the  skillful  management  of  the  young  men,  and  the  interest  they  had 
excited  in  the  town,  they  are  able  to  fill  their  hall  with  highly  interested  and 
cultivated  audiences. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  sir,  what  is  the  Christian  principle 
and  the  strength  of  these  Associations.  We  rejoice,  all  of  us,  to  bear  our  most 
decided  testimony  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  Christian  element  in  them  that  has 
given  them  that  strength.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  frown  upon  education. 
No ;  I  believe  that  all  of  us  would  desire  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to  encour- 
age a  wide  and  liberal  culture  of  the  mind ;  but  we  are  bound  together  by  this 
deep  conviction,  that  the  grand  element  alike  necessary  for  the  individual  cha- 
racter and  for  the  community  at  large,  is  the  fear  of  God  and  the  love  of  Qod 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour.    [Applause.] 

Sir,  it  would  illy  become  a  Scotchman  to  be  ashamed  in  any  audience  in  the 
world  to  proclaim,  looking  back  over  the  history  of  his  own  nation,  that  if 
there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  to  which  the  place  which  has  been  gained 
by  that  small  people  in  the  world  is  due,  it  is  to  that  Christian  element  so 
deeply  imbedded  by  our  forefathers  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  We  have  had 
many  advantages  to  help  us  on  in  Scotland.  We  have  had  what  you  will  per- 
haps wonder  that  I  shall  speak  of  as  an  advantage.  We  have  had,  in  the  first 
place,  the  grand  advantage  of  poverty.  That  land  was  like  your  own  land 
when  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  on  the  Rock  of  Plymouth — 

**  A  land  of  brown  heath  and  shaggy  wood, 
A  land  of  mountain  and  of  flood." 

And  we  have  had  to  dare,  and  to  conquer  in  what  we  dared.  But  above  all  we 
have  the  element  of  deep  faith  in  God — a  deep  faith  in  the  grand  truths  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  that  faith,  notwithstanding  all  the  liberal  culture  of 
the  day,  has  not  yet  died  out ;  is  very  far,  indeed,  from  ever  dying  out  of  the 
hearts  of  our  people.  Let  me  tell  you,  when  I  was  formerly  employed,  a  good 
many  years  ago,  as  a  country  minister,  in  a  country  parish,  in  Scotland,  a  little 
incident  which  may  help  to  illustrate  what  is  the  feeling  and  knowledge  of  our 
people,  even  of  our  young  men.  There  was  a  country  parishioner  of  mine  who 
had  the  idea  that  ministers  and  schoolmasters  were  particularly  favored  in  the 
buying  of  books ;  that  booksellers  extended  to  them  a  liberality  that  no  other 
portion  of  the  community  oould  secure.    Having  now  gained  a  little  money  by 
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his  'vrork,  he  thonght  he  would  begin  to  fonn  a  library,  and  was  anxious  to  g^ 
his  books  as  cheap  as  possible,  so  that  he  might  purchase  the  books  that  would 
be  the  foundation  of  his  librarj.  When  he  asked  me,  I  said,  *'  Well,  what 
books  shall  I  get  for  you?'*  The  two  books  that  he  mentioned  were,  "The 
Pilgrim's  Progress"  and  the  "  Confession  of  Faith/'  That  is  not  exactly  the 
style  of  reading  that  is  recommended  by  the  literary  caUivators  of  our  day ; 
and  yet,  I  will  say,  that  it  will  be  a  sad  day,  even  for  Scotland,  or  for  America, 
when  books  like  these  have  ceased  to  hold  their  place  in  the  loye  and  venera- 
tion of  the  rising  generation  of  our  land.  Let  us  take  the  novels,  if  you  like ; 
the  romances,  if  you  like ;  bring  the  whole  range  of  modem  culture,  and  let 
us  show  and  say  that  we  are  not  afraid  of  any  part  of  it.  We  can  find  sermons 
in  stones,  and  God  in  everything.  [Applause.]  But  while  we  do  that,  let  us, 
in  Scotland— may  we  be  permitted  in  saying,  do  you,  in  America — stand  iast 
by  the  old  foundations.  We  have  made  our  countries  great ;  while  we  love  and 
respect  in  our  use  all  that  may  be  brought  in  as  an  element  of  advandng  civil- 
ization, let  us  above  all  influences  be  careful  to  show  that  our  Christian  leaven 
is  the  leaven  that  leavened  the  meal ;  that  our  Christian  hope,  alike  for  the 
present  and  for  the  future,  is  that  Word  of  Qod  and  that  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  strength  of  which  your  Assodations  are  both  founded  and,  I 
believe  and  trust,  will  be  always  carried  on.    [Applause.] 

Rev.  John  Marshall  Lang  followed : 

Mr,  President  and  Chrigtian  friends — My  brother  who  has  just  spoken  and 
myself  have  been  introduced  to  you  as  "  Canny  Scote."  We  represent  among 
you  that  great  element  of  civilization  called  "  The  Scot  abroad."  [Laughter 
and  applause.]  And  though  we  have  come  from  abroad,  we  have  never  been 
away  from  Scotland.  That  is,  in  the  course  of  our  journeys,  we  found,  while 
whirling  about  on  the  wings  of  the  morning  to  all  sorts  of  places,  represent- 
atives of  our  own  nationality.  And  there  is  one  thing  that  I  have  noticed  in 
this  great  Continent,  that  you  all  have  a  very  kindly  feeling  for  us  Scotch  folks 
[applause],  and  on  their  part  that  the  Scotch  folks  return  that  feeling  to  you 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  inte^st.  And  if  anything  that  we  can  say  for 
ourselves,  or  for  our  members — ^bearing  Scotland,  so  to  speak,  on  our  own  broad 
shoulders--can  convince  you  of  that  fact  and  if  besides  that,  we  can  appeal  in 
any  way  to  your  hearts  and  souls,  realizing  the  mighty  appeal  that  has  come 
from  your  hearts  to  us,  we  would  thank  l3od  that,  on  this  hot  summer  evening, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  visit  this  magnificent  Convention. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  speaking  in  exaggerated  language,  when  I  say  of  myself, 
this  marks  one  of  the  supreme  remembrances  of  my  life.  I  know  not  when  I 
felt  more  touched,  felt  all  that  was  in  me  more  stirred,  than  when  your  President 
took  my  brother  and  myself  by  the  hand  while  you  sang  that  beautiful  hymn 
which  witnesseth  to  the  Communion  of  Saints. 

And  now,  as  I  speak  to  young  men,  and  not  only  to  young  men  alone,  but 
young  men  complemented  and  fiUed  up  by  the  other  sex,  I  cannot  find  words  to 
express  the  emotions  of  which  I  am  conscious.  Tt  is  a  grand  thing  to  feel  the 
pulses  of  Christian  movement  silently ;  it  is  a  grand  thing  to  find  those  to 
whom  we  speak  having  a  kindred  feeling ;  all  looking  to  the  same  center ;  all 
having  within  them  the  power  of  the  same  loved  conviction ;  and  far  more, 
when  I  think  that  so  many  of  you  represent  the  youth  of  this  great  Continent. 
I  am  not  a  very  old  man ;  not  yet  passed  the  condition  in  which  I  oan  feel 
myself  thoroughly  young ;  although  I  would  always  like  to  be  guided  by  the 
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-  tnflaenoe  of  mj  elders.  I  would  always  like  to  feel  myself  en  rapport  with 
my  ootemporaries  and  my  juniors,  so  that  old  hge  may  guide  me  with  its  counsel, 
and  youth  may  envelope  me  with  its  sympathy. 

Now,  my  brethren,  that  I  have  you  all  about  me  and  can  put  my  finger  at  the 
pulse  of  every  one  of  you ;  speaking  to  you  not  of  young  men,  but  to  young 
men  that  have  crossed  the  frontier,  and  are  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  your- 
selves Christians,  I  desire  in  all  humility  that  my  poor  voice  may  be  able  to 
speak  some  words  of  earnest  counsel,  and  loving  and  fraternal  congratulation. 
If  I  speak  words  of  counsel  I  would  say  to  all  my  brethren,  the  men  about 
me,  there  is  a  way  in  which,  if  you  have  all  started  fair,  you  have  all 
begun  truly  and   really  with  Christ   as   your  Saviour.     It   is  the   great 
thing  in  this  world  to  have  our  first  principles  not  always  before  us  but 
always  near  hand.    We  should  have  the  second,  third  or  fourth  principles 
before  us,  but  the  first  always  with  us.    Now,  I  think  all  of  you  recognize  this 
la  the  very  first  principle,  that  here  in  this  world  the  true  ideal  of  greatness  is 
to  MTve,    The  world—meaning  by  that  the  thoughtless  and  graceless  part  of 
the  community— the  world  has  another  idea.    It  is  the  great  idea  that  to  get 
and  to  have  is  the  mark  of  true  greatness.    So  on  one  side  you  hare  men  spend- 
ing  all  their  strength,  prostrating  their  youth,  brain  power  and  soul  power,  so 
that  they  may  gather  in  wealth.    As  they  get  wealth,  so  they  seem  to  think 
they  get  greatness.    Ton  know  in  our  ways  and  speech  how  we  recognize  them. 
We  speak  of  a  man  as  worth  so  many  thousand  dollars  as  having  the  most 
perceptible  influence  in  the  position  he  takes  in  society ;  but  you  and  I,  if  we 
are  true  to  Christ,  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the  graceless  community.    We  can 
say  that  what  marks  and  constitutes  the  man^s  worth  is  not  what  he  has  in  the 
shape  of  mere  wealth  of  that  kind,  but  what  he  has  in  the  shape  of  thoughts, 
of  feelings,  of  desires,  of  energy,  of  that  which  marks  intellectual,  moral,  and 
spiritual  power,  what  he  has  when  baptized  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  freely  given 
away  for  the  good  of  his  universe  and  the  good  of  his  fellow  men.    (Great 
applause.)    If  he  belongs  to  another  section  of  that  same  world  he  chooses  the 
mere  culture  side.    We  find  that  to  which  my  brother  has  j  ust  alluded,  namely, 
the  idea  of  culture,  as  being  the  all  in  all.    This  doctrine  you  will  find  preached 
in  reviews,  magazines,  books  and  papers  innumerable.    It  is  the  idea  that  you 
find  at  the  root  of  many  theories  of  education  that  prevail  among  a  number  of 
educationalists.    The  idea,  viz.,  that  to  cultivate  this  self  of  ours  to  develop  all 
its  power,  what  Matthew  Arnold  in  England  called  "  a  certain  inward  sweetness 
and  light,"  that  that  is  the  chief  end  and  object  of  a  man.    Here  you  and  I  are 
this  night.    Do  you  continue  to  be  a  man  of  the  world  ?    If  we  say  that  whilst 
our  work  is  to  cultivate  all  the  powers  that  God  has  given  us,  we  are  untrue  to 
Him,  unless  and  until  we  try  to  be  the  very  best  workman  in  our  particular 
work,  in  our  particular  department  of  life ;  to  do  the  tgtj  best  that  our  hands 
find  to  do ;  above  all,  until  we  are  seeking  studiously  to  cultivate  our  hearts 
as  well  as  heads,  and  grow  broad  as  well  as  high,  that  by  this  idea  amongst  us, 
the  Church  may  take  breadth  as  well  as  length ;  and  if  we  seek  that  as  our  mark, 
it  is  in  order  that  we  may  extend  our  great  business,  which  is  to  be  the  business  of 
serving  to  give  Qod  true  human  service  of  all  that  we  have,  so  that  we  may  not 
merely  make  the  world  here  a  minister  belonging  to  us,  but  that  we  make  our- 
selves ministers  to  the  world,  causing  it  to  be  a  little  better  for  our  living  in  it, 
recognizing  as  Thomas  Carlyle,  one  of  our  prophets  has  put  it,  that  it  is  the 
work  of  a  God.    "  No  work  so  Godlike  as  that  to  make  some  one  of  God's 
creatures  a  little  better,  a  little  wiser,  or  a  little  less  accursed  I "    So  you  and  I 
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clasping  Christ  to  oar  hearts  here  say  jes,  becaase  Christ  teaches  us  to  do  it ; 
because  Christ  gave  us  the  power  and  enables  us  to  do  that.     "  God  forbid  that 
we  should  glory  except  in  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."    (Applause.) 
Well,  then  my  brethren,  you  are  men  whom  I  think  have  begun  with  Christ, 
and  have  started  on  your  way  through  life  determined  you  will  seek  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  Himself— the  glory  of  serving,  recognizing  being  rather  than 
getting,  of  giving,  rather  than  having,  is  the  true  nobility  of  a  man ;  I  hope 
that  having  so  started  you  will  learn  to  hold  on  well.    That  it  will  not  be  said 
of  you  in  after  years,  "  Ye  did  run  well,  who  did  hinder  yout  *'    Ah  I  my  dear 
friends,  tlie  temptation  to  fall  away  from  this  high  ideal  is  very  great  and 
very  manifest  too.    You  cannot  have  lived  many  years  in  the  world  without 
finding  that  out.    You  know  it  is  very  hard  to  keep  yourselves  up  to  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  you  began  your  Christian  race.     After  a  little  the 
rubbing  down  and  rubbing  away  influences  of  the  world  as  we  pass  on,  begin 
to  tell  upon  us.    But,  oh  I  for  the  love  of  God,  don't  fall  away  from  your  first 
love.    Let  it  be  your  continual  prayer  and  desire  that  instead  of  losing  your 
first  love  you  may  carry  it  on  to  nobler,  better  and  higher  purposes.    You  most 
steep  your  mind  continually  in  spiritual  influences  in  the  midst  of  the  strife 
going  on  about  you.    You  must  fall  back  on  that  great  word.    The  Communion 
which  we  have  received  from  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  will  teach  you  all  thingf . 
See  that  every  day  you  are  spiritually  refreshed  ;  that  as  you  go  forth  every  day 
to  your  work  recruited  by  sleep ;  so  you  go  forth  to  God*s  work  refreshed  by 
your  morning  prayer;  refreshed  by  your  draft  from  Christ  Jesus  himself;  re- 
freshed by  taking  into  you  all  that  marks  out  and  constitutes  the  true  Chris- 
tian.   That  true  Christian  will  so  hold  on  In  the  world,  a  Christian  that  fulfils 
His  great  charge :  "Be  faithful  unto  death,"  that  you  may  receive  His  great 
promise,  "  And  He  will  give  you  that  crown  of  life." 

Yes,  I  count  this  a  magnificent  moment.    When  I  go  back  to  Scotland,  I  will 
tell  my  people,  I  will  tell  old  Scotland  till  it  rings  with  the  scene,  that  I  met 
you  all  this  evening ;  that  I  saw  you  all  soldiers  taking  each  other  by  the 
hand  and  lifting  the  ensign  of  salvation,  resolved  to  do  for  Christ  what  your 
countrymen  have  done  for  their  country  on  many  a  bloody  field  of  battle. 
[Great  applause,  j    You  have  a  magnificent  work.    This  great  continent  you 
have  laid  before  you,  a  great  materialism  is  spreading  over  it,  caused  by  the 
wonderful  opening  of  the  theatres  of  action  that  are  all  about  you ;  then  with 
how  great  a  degree  of  constancy  should  you  seek  for  the  most  powerful  Chris- 
tian life  to  counteract  and  shake  these  tendencies,  and  consecrate  that  energy 
which  is  so  wonderful  in  your  nation,  until  it  shall  be  an  energy  even  more 
distinct  when  it  is  for  the  I-«ord.    You  must  to  work  my  friends  for  this.    I 
heard  it  said  about  some  Irish  people,  "  that  they  had  never  seen  them  at  work, 
but  that  they  had  many  a  time  seen  them  either  going  to  work  or  looking 
out  for  work."    It  must  not  be  so  with  you,  but  you  must  really  all  be  at  work. 
[Applause.]    You  know  this,  that  to  work  for  Christ  is  to  work  on  the  side 
of  all  that  is  good,  to  work  on  the  side  of  all  that  is  high-toned,  loving  and 
generous  in  the  world  of  thought  and  action ;  it  is  to  work  for  the  salvation 
of  souls ;  it  is  to  work  for  the  future,  for  whosoever  giveth  himself  to  Christ 
has  already  realized  the  future  in  his  own  soul.    That  is  the  pledge  of  the 
victory  over  all  that  is  evil,  overcoming  the  godless  in  the  world.    So  hold  on  t 
work  on  I  live  on  I    Remember  how  the  brave  Tirshatha  said,  when  he  called 
the  priests  about  him,  and  they  confirmed  their  promise  with  an  oath, "  I  shook 
my  lap  and  said  so  God  shake  out  every  man  from  his  house,  and  from  his 
labor,  that  performeth  not  this  promise." 
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The  Convention  sang 

"  Dear  Christian  FriendB.^ 

The  Topic  "  How  can  ike  Associations  help  young  men  to  resist 
ter/iptations  f "  was  opened  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Anderson,  of 
Waterbury,  Conn. 

Mr.  Presidei4  :-^A  comntrTman  of  the  reverend  brother  to  whom  wa  have 
joBt  liBteaed>  well  known  in  literaiare  both  in  Scotland  and  in  America^  I  refer 
to  the  author  that  goee  bj  the  name  of  *'  The  Country  Parton/'  has  made  this 
remark) "  It  is  fearful  to  think  how  malleable  is  the  human  soul  to  the  influences 
of  temptation?'  It  is  fearful  to  think  indeed  of  the  existence  of  temptation ; 
the  fact  that  evil  in  its  most  Insidious  forms  finds  embodiment  and  expression 
therein  ^  the  fact  that  so  many  are  overwhelmfed  thereby  and  swept  away,  ought 
to  make  life  seem  a  more  serious  thing  to  us  than  otherwise  it  could.  Many  of 
«is  are  not  so  young,  though  we  call  ourselves  young  men,  but  we  have  the  joy  of 
being  caUed  fathers.  Have  you>  my  brother,  a  little  boy  young  enough  to  sleep 
in  his  cradle  t  If  so>  sit  down  by  the  sleeping  babe  and  look  at  him.  Think  of 
his  face,  the  sweetness  that  is  in  it>  the  wonderful  innocence  therein  manifested. 
Drink  in  the  spirit  of  that  child  and  consecrate  him  to. the  Lord  and  Saviour. 
For  unless  you  do  thls>  you  may  well  think  of  a  day  that  is  coming.  Let  your 
mind  run  on  to  that  future  fifteen  or  twenty  years  hence,  and  look  at  that  face 
mgaln.  Ah  \  there  are  teU-tale  lines  in  it ;  lines  which  betray  funiliarity  with 
vice,  with  intemperance,  with  licentiousness,  with  dishonesty,  perchance  with 
«rime.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years  have  passed  away>  and  the  child  so  seemingly 
Innocent  in  the  cradle,  has  become  polluted  firom  head  to  foot,  from  the  external 
^  ^covering  to  the  inmost  heart.  How  has  this  been  brought  about  ?  By  the  in^ 
luence  of  that  fearful  mystery— temptation.  The  temptations  of  the  world 
besetting  him  at  every  step,  and  finally  the  work  is  ruin.  In  fact,  my  friends^ 
we  cannot  look  at  the  existence  of  evil  manifested  thus  in  the  form  of  tempta- 
tion, without  feeling  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  whole  mystery  under> 
tying  human  life,  without  feeling  our  helplessness,  and  when  we  feel  our  help^ 
leesness  that  will  lead  us  to  the  first  answer  which  I  shall  suggest  to  the  ques- 
tion which  has  been  brought  before  us. 

That  answer  is  Prayer.  Feeling  our  helplessness  in  the  presence  of  tempta- 
tion,  realizing  the  helplessness  of  the  tempted  are  in  and  of  hinuelf,  we  resort 
to  Him  who  is  all  power  and  all  blessedness,  and  ask  Him  for  that  help  which 
otherwise  we  cannot  have  And  we  are  justified  in  this  to  the  full,  by  the  ex« 
«mple  and  precept  of  our  Saviour  himself,  who  has  taught  us  through  the 
mother's  voice,  speaking  to  the  child  at  the  knee,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation> 
but  driver  us  from  evil."  Let  us,  as  Christian  Associations,  pray  for  these  men 
for  that.  "  Oh,  Thou,  who  was  in  aU  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without 
«in.  Oh,  Thou  who  was  a  young  man,  and  stHl  ar^,  and  who  while  here  on 
«arth  passed  through  the  experience  of  a  young  man's  trials,  succor  this 
tempted  brother,  this  tempted  friend,  this  tempted  wanderer ;  bring  him  to 
Thyselt    Save  him  from  the  dominion  of  evil." 

I  speak  of  the  tell-tale  lines  in  a  young  man's  face,  betraying  familiarity  with 
intemperance^  licentiousness  and  dishonesty.  Speaking  thus,  classifying  these, 
I  have  suggested  what  seems  to  me  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  temptation  in 
the  life  of  young  men.  There  is  the  temptation  to  excess  in  drinking ;  there 
is  the  temptation  to  licentiousness ;  the  temptation  to  dishonesty.    In  the  first 
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two  of  these  temptations  are  embodied,  in  visible  foims,  tile  visible  incenflTei 
to  evil.  Now,  mj  second  answer  to  the  question  before  us  is  this  :  That  we  csb 
help  all  tempted  jonng  men,  bj  doing  our  dutj  as  Christian  AsBociatioDS,  in 
'  the  suppression  of  these  incentives  to  vice.  Suppressing  the  indiBcrimiiiau 
traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks.  [Applause.]  And  in  suppressing  and  doings  whal 
we  can  lo  blot  out  of  existence  that  worst  pest  of  modem  society,  lioentiona  and 
•obscene  literature.  [Applause.]  And  more  than  this,  it  is  our  dnty  as  jonAg 
men,  manj  of  us  in  the  walks  of  btisiness  life,  to  insist  on  the  vety  ki^est 
standard  of  commercial  integrity,  and  to  insist  upon  this  in  all  quarterB^naongflt 
ns,  high  and  low.  [Applause.]  And  this  business  of  suppressing  the  incentiTes 
to  vice  ennobles  the  incentives  to  virtue. 

I  proceed  to  the  third  answer  to  the  question  before  us,  which  is  this  :  In- 
struction in  the  cardinal  principles  of  morality.  That  catechism  which  the 
brethren  who  have  addressed  you,  and  myself  and  many  others  not  only  in 
Scotland  but  here,  learned  in  our  childhood,  has  embodied  in  it  alongside  the 
blessed  principles  referring  to  Christ  and  His  redemption,  the  Decalogne,  the 
old  Ten  Commandments  of  the  Law.  And  they  as  Scotchmen,  and  we  as  Puri- 
tan Americans,  and  Americans  from  all  parts  of  the  land,  believe  in  that  Deca- 
logue, and  insist  upon  th«^  principles  underlying  it.  Now  I  hold  it  oaght  to  be 
taught.  I  may  not  carry  you  with  me  in  this,  but  it  seems  to  me  Morality 
ought  to  be  taught  through  young  men  by  the  Associations.  A  gentleman 
who  has  charge  of  the  Normal  School  for  Negroes  in  the  South  made  this  re- 
mark in  my  presence :  "  During  a  revival  he  did  not  consider  his  property  to 
be  any  safer.*'  This  shows  the  possibility  of  a  practical  divorce  between  what 
passes  under  the  name  of  religion  and  real  morality ;  and  the  whole  history  of 
the  world  testifies  to  the  possibility  of  that  divorce.  Now  we,  as  Christian 
•  Associations,  ought  to  see  that  this  divorce  does  not  take  place  within  our 
reach  ;  that  young  men  are  taught  the  distinction  between  right  and  wrong ; 
taught  the  great  leading  first  truth — Fidelity  to  principle  is  moral  courage ; 
are  taught  finally  to  get  all  these  with  the  presence  of  the  love  of  Christ  in  tbe 
heart. 

A  most  eloquent  countryman  of  our  brethren  who  have  spoken — ^I  rejoice  I 
can  call  him  my  countryman  also-^Dr  Chalmers,  has  for  a  title  of  one  of  hli 
sermons,  "  The  expulsive  power  of  a  new  affection."  It  seems  to  me  young 
men  need  to  be  taught  the  expulsive  power  of  a  new  affection  ;  to  be  thrown 
back  to  this  doctrine,  that  in  order  to  be  secure  against  the  inroads  of  sin,  we 
ought  to  have  that  new  affection  and  love  of  the  Loni  Jesus  Christ  in  the  heart 
evermore.    [Applause.] 

I  will  state,  in  conclusion,  my /<mr<A  answer  to  the  question  before  ub.  When 
I  first  looked  at  it  I  said  to  myself,  can  Christian  Assodations  help  young  meai 
to  resist  temptation  at  all  t  And  I  doubted  it.  Then  I  had  a  better  thought, 
and  began  to  imagine  how  a  temperance  society  helped  its  young  men  to  resist 
temptat  on ;  how  it  is  the  Christian  Church  helps  its  members  to  resist  temp- 
tation ;  how  these  families  help  their  boys  and  girls  to  resist  temptation  ?  And 
the  answer  that  came  to  me  was  this :  Not  by  way  of  machinery,  but  by  the 
creation  of  a  Christian,  loving,  holy,  blessed  atmosphere  around  them.  And  it 
seems  to  me,  if  we  are  going  to  do  anything  in  this  direction,  we  must  as  Asflo- 
ciations  become  like  Christian  households,  by  hHving  breathed  into  them  the 
spirit  of  Christ  and  Christian  brotherhood.  This  atmosphere  surrounding  t 
young  man,  which  he  shall  drink  in,  which  he  shall  breathe  and  continue  to 
live  in,  is  one  he  can't  get  beyond.    We  were  reminded  to^iay  of  Him  who 
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Bald,  **  England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  daty."  How  did  England  prodnee 
that  impression  on  a  Nelson  and  the  rest  of  them  ?  I  hardly  know  how  to  ex- 
press it ;  bat  it  Seems  to  me  the  air  of  the  Associations  can  be  made  to  induce 
the  impression  on  the  young  men  to  malce  them  feel  and  say,  **  My  Association 
expects  me  to  do  my  duty  ;  my  Association  expects  me  to  l>e  true,  and  loving, 
mnd  charitable ;  my  Association  expects  me  to  go  forward  in  the  way  of  salva- 
tion  and  enter  at  the  gate/'  God  help  us  to  inculcate  this  spirit  in  all  our 
members,  and  to  carry  them  on  the  blessed  path. 

H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati : 

Mr,  President^lf  I  should  answer  this  queition  in  one  or  two  sentences,  I 
would  say,  furnish  employment  for  the  idle,  or  if  you  please,  worlL  for  the 
workless.  Furnish  homes,  to  the  homeless.  Offer  Christ  to  the  Christless.  A 
large  portion  of  the  temptations  that  are  leading  our  young  men  astray,  and  in 
which  they  need  so  much  help,  come  from  our  large  cities  and  towns  among 
the  idle  young  men  ;  some  of  them  at  our  doors  through  the  fact  that  they  need 
regular  employment  to  occupy  them  every  day ;  and  they  are  led  astray  by  these 
temptations  until  they  are  lost.  Therefore,  I  say  if  you  are  in  an  Association 
where  you  can  possibly  have  an  employmeut  committee,  you  should  furnish 
labor  for  the  young  men  of  the  community  that  are  idle.  Furnish  woirk  to  the 
workless,  and  you  enable  them  to  resist  the  large  class  of  temptations  which 
assail  the  idle.  You  well  know  this  is  as  true  as  when  the  song  was  written : 
**  Satan  flodt  —me  miaohief  atiU 
For  idle  hands  to  do.** 

And  there  are  those  who  have  employment  during  the  day,  but  have  no 
homes  at  night.  Do  you  ever  think  what  a  desolate  condition  that  man  is  in 
that  has  no  home  1  Obliged  to  wander  up  and  down  the  streets  of  one  of  the 
cities  or  towns ;  no  parlor,  no  friendly  voice  to  greet  him,  no  place  where  the 
Bemblanceor  comforts  of  a  home  Gan  be  his.  That  man  has  the  same  desire 
for  comfort  that  you  or  I  have.  Temptation  comes  in  and  meets  him  there  with 
the  open  doors  of  the  haunts  of  vice  before  him.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  these 
poor,  desolate,  homeless  young  men  are  led  astray,  and  fall  so  constantly  and 
6o  far?  Now,  if  you  can  in  your  Associations  fUrnish  homes  for  these  young 
men,  comfortable  and  attractive  places ;  if  yon  will  step  only  further,  and  open 
occasionally  your  own  parlors  and  sitting  rooms  and  dining-rooms  to  these 
homeless  wanderers,  yon  will  do  signally  as  Associations  a  large  work,  and  as 
Christian  men  and  women  take  a  great  step  towards  enabling  them  to  resist 
temptation ;  because  by  your  sympathy  and  your  conversation  you  will  g^ve 
them  nerve  and  strength  to  resist  and  overcome  temptation. 

I  will  say  one  word  more,  to  repeat  what  my  brother  said  in  closing,  give  to 
them  something  that  will  go  deeper  and  reach  higher  than  auy  one  of  these 
things.  As  I  said  at  the  outset,  offer  Christ  to  these  poor  Christless  ones.  Yes ! 
There  are  many  having  regular  employment,  having  comfortable  and  attractive 
homes,  that  are  still  led  astray.  Through  all,  and  over  and  above  all,  offer 
Christ  to  the  Christless  young  men.  Work  for  the  workless,  homes  for  the 
homeless,  Christ  for  the  Christless.    [Applause.] 

Rev.  J.  J.  Joyce,  Jr.,  Philadelphia: 

Temptation  in  itself,  as  we  all  know,  is  not  the  evil.  Temptation  itself  is,  as 
its  name  denotes,  a  trying  of  the  principles  of  man*s  nature.  It  is  the  bringing 
to  bear  upon  the  different  functions  of  his  soul  the  outward  influences  that  are 
•U  about  him.    A  trying  that  has  been  established  of  necessity,  because  of 


man's  fallen  natnre ;  bat  a  trial  whicb,  when  resisted,  develops  the  soul,  tti 
calls  down  God's  blessing.    And  so  tbe  question  has  been  well  worded,  **  Bov 
shall  we  aid  joong  men,  not  to  avoid  temptation,  bat  to  resist  it  t^    Not  to  te^ 
to  escape  from  its  inflaence,  for  that  woald  be  of  no  avail ;  howr  to  snnoiiBd  it 
with  this  wondroas  power  that,  meeting  with  temptation,  it  can  stftod  «p  coe- 
pletelj  against  its  assaalts,  and  come  out  conqueror.    A  joung  man  that  slaiti 
out  with  some  object  in  view,  and  feels  all  the  certaintj  within  his  aonl  tbn 
it  is  among  the  possible  things  tiiat  he  can  reach  that  object,  and   gain  or 
acquire  that  which  he  desires,  has  alreadj  got  over  half  of  ^fae-  difficahj, 
and  made  a  long  stride  toward  his  would  be  goal.    So  we  are  to  telj  JoaBf 
men  that  are  tempted,  as  they  bow  down  under  the  weight  of  sin   that  ii 
presidng  upon  them,  as  they  bend  beneath  the  temptations  that    siinoiiad 
them,  we  ought  to  tell  them  it  is  among  the  possible  things  to  be  Christl&e. 
to  resist  temptation  and  shake  off  its  shackles,  and  to  stand  np  free  fion 
its  fangs.    How  do  we  know  that  this  is  possible  ?    How  can  I  come  to  ike 
man  that  is  day  after  day,  and  week  after  week,  in  the  face  and  mght  of  iht 
pleading  arguments  of  friends  and  others,  persisting  in  evil   eourses^  wai 
say, "  You  can  succeed,  you  may  overcome,  you  may  be  able  to  shake  oft  that 
which  binds  you/'    I  can  tell  him  from  the  natural  experience  of  the  hamao 
heart  surrounded  in  this  world  by  its  temptations.    Could  I  come  to  l^m  wnh 
only  that  which  I  could  find  in  my  own  natural  experience,  1  could  but  bid  him 
despair.    For  every  time  the  natural  heart  seeks  to  resist  it,  it  is  only  brokea 
down  beneath  its  billows,  and  washed  over  by  its  seas.    But  1  can  oom«  -Co  him 
and  tell  him  there  is  One  come  down  from  heaven  bearing  a  message  that  can 
bring  peace,  comfort  and  hope  to  his  anguished  soul ;  that  can  tell  him  that  it 
is  possible  for  him  to  have  the  power  to  resist  temptation.    I  can  tell  him,  ia 
the  words  of  this  God-given  message,  that  God  will  enable  us  to  escape  from 
the  power  of  temptation  ;  that  He  will  give  us  that  which  will  enable  us  to 
shake  off  its  fetters.    I  can  do  more  than  that.    I  can  point  to  those  among  tho 
circle  of  his  acquaintances,  who,  in  the  years  gone  by,  have  been  even  as  h«r 
and  yet  to-day  are  rejoicing  in  the  power  of  Christ  Jesus  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion that  formerly  swept  over  them  as  it  now  sweeps  over  him.    It  is  then 
possible  to  take  any  young  man  by  the  hand,  it  matters  not  how  often  the 
waves  have  gone  over  him,  how  often  he  has  .bowed  down  under  the  weight 
of  sin,  how  often  he  has  struggled  to  shake  it  off,  and  yet  has  fedlen  again,  and 
say,  my  brother,  you  may  yet  rise ;  my  brother,  you  may  yet  become  a  Christ' 
like  man,  and  your  heart  can  yet  be  pure ;  you  can  yet  rise  superior  over  those 
foes  now  enchaining  yon,  and  become  a  new  man,  completed  in  Christ.  -  With 
your  confidence  then  in  the  possibilities  of  the  future  of  other  young  mMi  that 
you  see,  believe  as  you  go  to  him  that  he  may  become  Christ^,  asd-^ttay  be 
enabled  to  resist  temptation.  -  ^r .  : . , 

And  then  again  we  must  teach,  first  of  all,  after  telling  him  that  this  Is  a 
blessed  possibility,  to  recognize  between  the  evil  and  the  good.  We  most  bd 
train  the  perceptive  powers  of  his  soul  as  regards  that  which  is  right  and 
wrong,  tliat  with  the  instinctive  knowledge  of  a  pure  heart  he  can  see  the  eyil, 
and  detect  it  in  the  temptation  as  it  appears  to  him.  There  is  many  a  young 
man,  believe  me,  Mr.  President,  that  has  l>ecome  so  enured  to  sin,  that  has 
bowed  down  so  often  beneath  it,  that  he  scarcely  now  knows  it  is  sin ;  scarcely 
knows  he  has  fallen  into  temptation,  and  that  it  holds  him  in  its  awful  grasp. 
Teach  him  what  is  right,  and  out  of  this  precious  word  what  God  would  ha^f 
him  to  be.  Let  him  see  that  its  rules  and  precepts  are  the  standard  of  wluit 
God  deidres  in  him. 
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At  tlie  close  of  tlie  discussion  a  telegram  was  read  from  George 
BL  Stuart,  after  which  President  H.  Thane  Miller  sang 
"  One  more  jear's  work  for  JeeiiB.*' 

The  Question-Box  was  then  opened,  and  questions  read  and 
answered  by  C.  C.  Lathrop,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  as  follows : 

1.  Should  A99oeiaii9n$  keep  their  readinff-roomi  open  on  Bundaft$t 

I  say  in  large  cities.  Yes  I  Becaase  there  are  joxtng  men  there  that  will  not 
fro  to  any  church  or  to  anj  place  of  religions  worship,  and  hare  no  homes  but 
a  desolate  part  of  the  hoooe,  who  will  seek  saloons  and  places  of  dissipation  if 
jon  do  not  direct  them  to  something  better.  In  oonntrj  Tillages  and  town* 
where  there  are  churches  and  the  influences  of  a  home-kind,  I  saj  No  1 

2.  ffaw  do  If  OH  erditt  paston  in  Anociation  work  f 

Now  if  there  is  a  Pastor  in  this  country  that  is  not  interested  in  Association 
work,  I  should  like  to  have  him  explain  it.  But  if  there  is  an  Aseodation  in 
the  country  that  knows  of  such  a  man  who  does  not  know  how  best  to  promote 
his  own  church  interests,  let  the  Association  just  say  to  him,  "  We  want  you  to 
come  in  and  conduct  our  services  such  a  night,  and  preach  before  our  Associa- 
tion at  such  a  time,"*  and  let  the  young  men  in  that  place,  town  or  dty,  go  and 
take  a  young  lady  and  fill  up  every  pew.  I  tell  you  the  next  day  he  will  come 
around  to  your  reading-room  and  express  his  pleasure  in  the  work  you  are 
doing ;  and  especially  he  will  find  it  so  when  he  gets  his  young  men  into  it. 
A  Pastor  said  to  me  once,  "  The  very  best  men  I  have  got  are  the  men  in  your 
Association."  I  said  to  him  "  they  are  the  best  because  they  are  in  our  Asso* 
daUon." 

8.  What  i$  the  beet  waf  to  conduct  cottage  prayer-meetinget 
I  suppose  to  go  right  in  there  and  read  a  passage  of  Scripture,  bringing  a 
kind  of  power  upon  it.  Do  just  as  the  negro  did  it.  He  hardly  could  express 
himself  at  all,  but  in  prayer  he  was  wonderfully  fiuent.  "  How  in  the  world 
do  you  pray  so?"  Why,  says  he,  "I  lie  down  flat  on  the  promises  and  look 
right  up  to  God.**  Now  just  do  that  in  cottage  prayer-meetings,  and  the  Holy 
Ohost  will  come  there.  Every  one  that  gets  up  to  say  something  should  say 
something  that  will  reach  some  other  heart.  It  is  not  the  intelligent  that  will 
say  the  best  things.  Some  ignorant  person  Hiay  say  something  that  exactly 
meets  another  person  in  the  same  position. 

4  Ought  Chrietian  AseoeiaUone  to  heeome  oeHw  in  oppoeing,  by  proeeeutione 
and  ciherwiee,  any  of  the  popular  incee  of  the  day,  eueh  ae  liquor  eeiling, 
gofkUing,  housee  of  proetituOon,  dc.  t 

Christian  Associations,  as  such,  are  banded  together  to  rescue  young  men 
from  just  such  places,  if  they  go  there.  Now  guide  young  men  in  such  a  way 
that  they  will  never  more  full  into  such  assodations.  But  if  in  a  place  there 
are  sneh  institutions  which  draw  away  the  young  men,  and  the  people  band 
together  and  call  upon  you  and  eveiy  good  citizen  to  help  them,  go  armed  and 
equipped  with  the  power  of  trust  in  God,  and  if  it  is  necessary  go  to  the  law, 
and  take  the  means  to  do  it ;  you  will  find  these  men  the  greatest  cowards  on 
the  earth  when  they  find  you  are  in  earnest.  [Applause.]  We  had  a  little  ex- 
perience in  our  city  in  regard  to  Sunday  traveling.  They  could  not  get  it. 
We  went  into  the  council  chamber  with  our  petition.    One  of  the  aldermes 


threw  it  dean  acroM  the  floor ;  would  not  so  mnch  as  postpono  action  upon  the 
subject.  We  went  to  the  Legislature,  and  got  a  law  forbidding  the  cars  to  run 
on  Snndaj. 

5.  Haw  can  an  Anodation  be  revived  which  has  only  three  or  four  membtn 
that  are  willing  to  do  anything,  which  ii  lately  in  debt,  and  which  has  taken 
every  way  to  excite  an  interest  in  the  pubUe,  by  public  meetings,  dhc.,  without 
success? 

I  would  say  to  these  three  or  four  persons  in  that  Association  in  such  im> 
happy  circumstances,  that  they  must  just  put  their  trust  in  God.  Go  to  the 
churches  and  pastors,  and  call  a  meeting  for  prayer,  and  see  if  the  Holy  Ghost 
will  not  revive  you.  Your  duty  is  to  go  forward,  feeling  that  God  will  open, 
the  way. 

The  following  question  was  read  and  answered  by  Rev.  Geo. 
A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  D.  C. : 

0.  How  can  members  of  Associations  be  made  active? 

First — ^Let  the  active,  devoted  Christian  men  and  women  in  the  AModations 
seek,  by  earnest  prayer,  some  one  member  of  the  Association,  and  hold  that 
one  before  the  Master,  and  work  with  that  one  until  they  have  succeeded  in 
getting  him  active.  And  then  the  second,  and  third,  and  fourth,Vwhen  the 
time  will  very  soon  come  that  you  will  have  an  active  force,  and  try  to  get  all 
the  members  assisting  one  another. 

Second — Seek  to  systematize  the  work  so  that  it  will  not  devolve  on  one, 
two,  or  three,  to  do  it  aU.  Take  a  memorandum-book,  and  ask  a  certain  mem« 
ber  to  give  one  hour  a  week  to  the  Association.  **  What  hour  will  you  give 
me?"    Put  the  name  down.    Get  him  pledged  for  the  day  and  the  week.. 

7.  Sas  any  Associaiion  tried  the  financial  plan^a  band  of  men  promising  ta 
pay  so  much  yearly  for  the  Association  support  ?    How  does  it  work?'   -  ^^-'^ 

Answered  by  H.  B.  Chamberlaine : 

In  the  Association  I  represent — ^75  active  members —it  works  well.  The  col- 
lections  are  made  yearly.  The  subscriptions  have  amounted  to  nearly  a 
thousand  dollars.  Five  times,  within  two  years,  it  has  been  refused ;  every  cent 
of  the  balance  has  been  collected.  So  far  as  I  know  the  plan  has  worked  well 
wherever  it  has  been  tried.  "  The  financial  plan**  the  brother  speaks  of  is  this, 
the  subscription  of  a  certain  amount  to  be  paid  each  year,  yearly  or  monthly, 
until  the  subscriber  gives  notice  to  the  prop^  authority  when  the  subscriptios 
•tops. 

The  following  were  read  and  answered  by  0.  B.  Stout,  of  New 
Jersey : 

8.  Is  not  t?^  introducing  of  long  essays  and  addresses  in  our  State  OonventionSp 
sven  though  they  may  be  given  by  D.D*s,  or  other  prominent  men,  an  evil  ? 

It  may  not  be  an  evil  particularly,  but  not  to  be  very  strongly  recommended. 

9.  Can  any  but  members  of  Evangelical  churches  be  enrolled  as  aetivcm^mbers 
of  the  Y,  M,  0.  A.  ?    Task  to  satisfy  a  moralist. 

Can  the  blind  lead  the  blind?    Settled  before  the  man  was  bom. 

10.  What  is  one  of  the  best  books  for  our  Christian  workers  to  read,  oMefrom 
theBiUe? 


The  **  Christian  Hero."    Just  pablithed« 

11.  In  what  retpect  $h(nild  a  ehureh  BibU-clau  differ  from  one  connected  with 
an  AeeoeioHont 

I  thought,  at  first,  of  saying  in  the  same  waj  that  a  picture  differs  from  a 
statue.  That  maj  be  thought  reflecting  upon  the  ehureh,  so  we  will  not  insti- 
tute aaj  eomparison.  Let  the  church  Bible^ass  be  what  it  maj,  but  let  the 
Association  Bible^^ass  be  a  live  thing.  Let  it  be  eonducUd,  for  if  you  don't 
conduct  a  Bible^lass  it  will  conduct  you. 

13.  Should  eieery  AeeodoHon  maintain  a  Bibte-daeef 
Yes. 

18.  What  ie  theflrU  thing  to  do  vith  a  young  man  f 

If  he  is  hungry,  he  must  be  fed ;  naked,  he  must  be  clothed.  Take'  him  to 
the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  bow  to  the  Saviour  of  mankind. 

1^,  What  ie  the  greateti  need  of  tike  moment? 

Ko  doubt,  brethren,  it  is  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

15.  Witt  eome  Canadian  Ml  ue  more  about  their  Bible-claMee-^how  conducted  f 
What  do  yoytflnd  the  mott  eueeee^ful  modee  of  raising  money  t  Do  you  maks 
your  merchants  support  you  as  moral  Insurance  Companies  f 

J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  replied: 

We  have  85  Associations  in  the  lower  Provinces;  the  maritime  prov- 
inces in  Canada.  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  every  Association  has  a 
Bible-class.  More  than  that,  I  would  consider  we  were  not  at  all  doing  our 
work  if  we  did  not  have  Bible-classes  in  connection  with  our  Associations.  I 
would  just  say,  too,  it  is  from  David's  blessed  book  of  Psalms.  The  question 
is  asked  by  him :  "  By  what  means  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his  way  t  By 
taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word.''  And  we  consider  there  is  no  other 
way  of  leading  us  up  to  a  higher  spiritual  life  other  than  through  this  study  of 
the  word  of  Qod.    Therefore,  we  consider  a  Bible-class  indispeDsable. 

Each  Association  has  its  own  way  of  conducting  them.  We  have  it  on  Sat- 
urday night.  That  is  the  beet  night.  We  have  had  it  on  that  night  for 
eighteen  years,  and  never  missed  one.  Have  it  as  social  as  possible,  in  our 
parlor,  sitting  around  a  table  twenty  or  fifty  young  men,  with  their  Bibles, 
taking  up  the  lesson  as  arranged  by  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Bible-classes.  We  read 
it  over ;  a  few  of  us  about,  pray  over  it,  and  sing  and  pray  before  we  study  the 
lesson.  And  then  the  Chairman,  leading  off,  opens  it  by  a  few  minutes'  con- 
versation, giving  his  own  ideas  of  the  passage,  and  then  he  asks  if  any  brother 
desires  to  make  any  remark.  By  that  means  we  get  answers  around  the  room. 
Many  of  our  older  Christians,  out  of  the  Association  for  many  years,  come  back 
to  us  just  to  get  refreshed. 

As  to  money ;  we  tell  our  merchants  that  they  must  support  us.  The  asso- 
ciate members  must  support  us.  The  active  members  have  to  give  also ;  but 
we  consider  we  do  the  work,  and  they  must  find  the  money,  and  we  never  ooma 
out  in  debt.    Every  year,  always  have  a  balance  on  the  right  side. 

Peter  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  read  and  answered  the  fol- 
lowing: 
16.  J7a«0  toe  a  general  report  from  ail  the  States  of  number  of  Societies  for  th$ 
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latt  yea/r  in  each  State,  together  wUh  tJks  numher  cf  aetioe  memib&nf    Sneh  fv- 
ports  would  he  use/tU  at  each  National  Contention  a»  to  our  progress. 

The  answer  is,  we  hare  it  all  in  the  Beport  of  the  Execntire  ODmmittee. 

17.  Whf  tho^utd  ekureh  menfibers,  oonnected  with  T,  M,  C,  A,,  he  ^Ufined  m9 
active  members,  uihen  many  so  e(Med  are  as  inactioe  as  the  asBodate  t 

Echo  answers,  wh j  T  All  I  can  saj  is  this,  if  the  dear  brother  who  wrote 
this  qaestioo  feels  that  the  Christian  Association  is  in  sndi  a  statte,  all  that  he 
has  to  do  is  to  go  to  work  himself.  Jost  a  little  spark  will  kindle  a  great  fire. 
An  earnest,  warm  heart  will  draw  others  into  the  work,  and  set  it  in  progreaa. 

IS.  Ought  an  Association  of  800  members  to  Tune  a  salaried  Secretary  f 

Mj  answer  to  that  is,  if  joa  can  raise  the  mone^r  to  paj  him,  joti  ought  to 
have  one  by  all  means,  because  we  most  have  some  one  to  do  the  general 
-work  of  the  Association,  and  the  laborer  is  worthj  of  hfs  hire.  An  Assodation 
in  active  operation  requires  the  whole  seryices,  the  whole  time  ei  one  person 
at  least  to  direct  its  forces. 

19.  How  do  y<n$  get  fwnds  to  help  young  men  in  need  ofjbod,  doO^es  and  a 
'komef 

Lang  Sheaf,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  replied : 

In  Cleveland  we  own  our  building,  and  have  a  fW>nt  room  on  the  third  ffoor 
with  snfficient  revenue  for  all  such  applicants.  I  want  to  say  this^  we  are  ap* 
pealed  to  often  bj  those  who  ought  to  be  in  the  workhouse,  but  where  a  man 
diows  himself  to  be  worthj,  we  hare  a  fund  provided  for  that  purpose. 

20.  Is  not  intemperance  one  of  the  greatest  foes  of  Vis  T.  M.  C.  A.  T  Ought 
not  State  and  IntemationtU  Conventions  of  the  T,  M,  C,  A,  to  devote  one  meeting 
to  the  subject  of  temperance  T 

Answered  by  J.  H.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati. 

In  answer  to  this :  in  everj  Association  that  I  am  at  all  familiar  with,  they 
have  their  Temperance  Pledges  and  Societies,  and  are  constantly  striving  to  in- 
duce young  men  to  become  Temperance  men ;  and  as  for  the  International  and 
State  Conventions  I  am  acquidnted  with,  I  would  say  they  are  all  Temperance 
Conventions,  and  that  this  Convention,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  one. 

21.  A  Toung  Ladies  Christian  Association  is  said  to  exist  in  this  City, number- 
ing  800  members.  Ham  they  any  rigJUs  which  a  Toung  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation are  bound  to  respect  t  Howcan  we  secure  their  inwiuaibite  aid  in  rescuing 
sinners  from  destruction  f 

fl.  Thane  Miller  replied : 

I  have  this  to  say,  I  never  knew  a  vroman  that  did  not  have  just  as  many 
rights  as  a  man.  I  always  feel  we  should  respect  every  right  that  any  woman 
has.  In  reference  to  the  rights  of  this  Women's  Christian  Association,  of 
Lowell,  they  have  the  right  to  do  for  young  women  here,  just  what  the  young 
men  are  trying  to  do  ibr  the  young  men.  God  help  the  Tonng  Men's  Associa- 
tions to  help  tibeir  sisters.  Now  in  reference  to  yonr  securing  the  co-operation  of 
the  Toung  Women's  Association,  how  are  yon  going  to  do  it  T  Why  ask  them 
to  be  helpmeets  for  you  T 

22.  Ought  Christian  Associations  to  admit  ladies  to  active  memiberMp  f 

I  think  all  Young  Men's  Assodations  should  act  upon  the  principle  that  onr 
married  members  have  done,  ask  them  to  be  associate  members. 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee  reported  the  follow- 
ing for  to-morrow*s  proceedings,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  BoBinetB  reoommend  that  in  place  of  a  regular  sessioii  of 
the  GoDTention  tomorrow  morning, that  the  delegates  hold  meetings  in  five 
different  sections— in  the  St.  Panl  Methodist  Ohnreh  on  Hnrd  Street,  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  views  and  methods  of  work,  together  with  the  enooor- 
agenj^lits  and  discouragements  thej  meet  with. 

One  section  consisting  of  Preddent  and  Ex-PresideDts  to  meet  in  Room  G — 
in  the  basement,  to  be  led  by  C.  C.  Lathrop,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 

One  section  composed  of  members  of  Boards  of  Management,  to  meet  in 
Boom  A— also  in  the  basement,  to  be  led  bj  Rossell  Stnrges,  of  Boston. 

One  section  composed  of  Secretaries  or  Saperintendants,  meet  in  Boom  J)-^ 
to  be  led  bj  B.  B.  McBnmej,  of  New  York. 

One  section  composed  of  International  Execntire  Committee  and  Correspond- 
ing Members,  to  meet  in  Boom  B — to  be  led  bj  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New  Tork. 

Another  section  composed  of  aU  Delegates  not  holding  any  ofBcial  position, 
to  meet  in  the  body  of  the  Church— to  be  led  by  P.  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia. 

These  Sectional  Meetings  to  be  held  from  9i  to  11  o'clock,  at  which  time  they 
will  report  the  results  of  their  deliberation  to  the  ConTention  in  the  body  of 
the  Church.  After  which,  if  time  permits,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the 
5th  Topic  be  taken  up,  "  Leeiurei  and  Leeturer,"  &c. 

W.  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  open  discussjpn  till  hour  of  ad- 
journment 

An  invitation  to  attend  the  Ladies'  Strawberry  Festival  at  the 
First  Congregational  Church  after  adjournment,  was  accepted. 

After  the  pronouncing  of  the  Benediction  by  the  Rev.  Gea  R 
Chadbome,  of  Lowell,  the  Convention  adjourned. 


THIRD  DAY'S  PROCEEDINGS. 

June  14,  MoRHnro. 
The  morning  session  was  opened  at  11  o'clock  with  reading  of 
Scripture  by  Vice-President  C.  E.  Chichester,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  prayer  by  Peter  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  President  H. 
Thane  Miller  in  the  chair.    The  hymn, 

"  There  is  a  Name  I  Love  to  Hear/' 
was  sung  by  the  Convention.    The  Minutes  of  the  Evening  Ses- 
sion were  read  and  approved,  after  which  Prof.  Taylor,  of  And- 
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over  Theological  Seminary,  by  request,  made  a  short  address  as 
follows : 

Bretheren  and  Friends : — I  will  not  occupy  a  moment  of  your  time  need- 
lessly. I  am  Tery  much  obliged  for  the  opportunity,  however,  to  express  to  yoa 
the  interest  that  we  feel  at  Andowr  in  this  gathering.  At  our  meeting  for 
conference  and  prayer  on  tbe  night  before  last,  special  prayer  waa  made  for 
the  young  men  assembled  here.  It  is  a  custom  with  us  in  Andover  that  those 
who  have  colored  their  hair  white  instead  of  black  shall  undertake  to  teach 
young  men.  But  when  we  go  out  of  Andover  we  are  very  willing  to  be  taught 
by  young  men ;  and  we  are  rejoiced  by  the  opportunity  to  learn  the  tenor  and 
spirit  of  this  meeting.  Will  you,  brethren  and  friends,  all  pray  for  the  young 
men  at  Andover  while  pursuing  their  studies  T 

May  I  direct  your  attention  for  a  moment  to  the  history  of  one  young  man. 
as  an  encouragement  to  you  to  pray  for  our  students.  He  is  a  native  of  Japan. 
Eight  years  ago  there  was  an  inextinguishable  curiosity  in  his  soul  that  led  him 
to  exile  himself  from  home  and  to  seek  this  country.  And  it  was  brought  about 
in  this  way:  He  was  a  student  in  the  Japanese  schools,  and  an  atlas  was  put  into 
his  hands  in  the  Chinese  language,  that  was  prepared  by  one  of  our  missionaries, 
in  which  he  saw  a  map  of  and  statement  in  regard  to  this  country.  Prom  that 
moment  he  was  yearning  to  come  here.  He  soon  after  came  upon  some  frag- 
ments of  the  Bible  printed  in  the  Chinese  language,  which  he  was  able  to  read. 
The  first  sentences  arrested  his  attention  particularly :  "  In  the  beginning  God 
created  the  heavens  aiti  the  earth."  He  thought  instantly— What  a  Being 
God  is  I  How  I  ought  to  come  to  Him  I  He  must  have  made  me  I  How  I 
ought  to  serve  and  worship  Him  I  He  did  not  learn  from  those  fragments  that 
he  might  pray  to  Him.  He  sailed  from  Japan,. exiled  himself  from  his  country, 
exposing  himself  and  his  whole  family  to  a  savage  crucifixion  by  that  act  of 
self-expatriation,  according  to  the  Japanese  law  at  that  time.  He  came  to  this 
country,  landing  at  Boston.  There  he  lay  about  the  ship  and  wharves  for  some 
ten  weeks  feeling  for  the  hand  of  God— this  God  of  whom  he  had  learned 
something,  and  to  whom  he  did  not  know  he  might  pray.  One  day  he  pur- 
chased a  copy  of  "Robinson  Crusoe,"  in  English,  he  having  begun  to  learn 
the  English  language  a  little.  There  he  saw  that  Robinson  Crusoe  prayed. 
Then  he  said,  "  I  may  pray."  He  began,  and  his  prayer  day  after  day  was 
mainly  this :  "  Lord,  don*t  let  me  get  into  a  miserable  condition  ;  Lord,  help 
me  to  accomplish  my  aim," — which  was  to  get  an  education.  When  the  owner 
of  the  vessel  in  which  he  came,  heard  the  young  man's  story,  he  sent  him  to 
school,  securing  to  him  the  best  private  tuition,  and  paid  all  his  expenses.  Be- 
fore two  years  had  ended,  that  young  man  professed  his  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  having  been  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  accept  Christ  as  revealed  in  the 
New  Testament.  Then  he  went  to  Amherst  and  spent  three  years  in  scientific 
study ;  then  he  came  to  Andover,  hoping  and  praying  that  the  doors  in  his 
country  might  be  opened  to  enable  him  to  return  and  preach  the  GoepeU 
When  the  Japanese  Embassy  came  to  Washington,  this  young  man  was  sent 
for  in  order  to  be  made  acquainted  with  them.  Within  a  week  he  was  engaged 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Education  to  act  as  his  assistant  In  Interpreting ;  the 
work  devolved  upon  him  by  the  Japanese  Government.  So  he  began  to  visit 
all  the  great  schools  of  the  nation.  A  few  weeks  ago  he  sailed  with  this  Com- 
misdoner  to  visit  the  schools  of  France,  Great  Britain  and  Germany.  By  the 
providence  of  God  he  has  been  wonderfully  prepared  for  the  shaping  of  the 
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whole  edacatioaal  work  of  the  Japanese  Government.  Already  he  has  in  his 
hands  the  commission  to  labor  in  Japan  for  the  caase  of  Christ.  Since  he  was 
engtLged  in  this  work  it  is  reported  that  the  laws  in  Japan  which  were  obstmct- 
ing  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  JeJBOS  Christ  have  been  removed.  And  he 
desires  to  take  back  as  manj  as  he  can  with  hhn  for  this  mission.  One  yonng 
man  from  oar  own  seminary  has  been  commissioned  to  pro  oat  to  Japan.  Is  not 
this  a  retam  to  the  days  of  Abraham  and  Moses?  Called  to  go  oat  from  his 
kindred  to  a  land  where  Ghxl  woald  show  him  ?  Is  there  not  here  encoarage- 
ment  to  pray,  believing  that  the  providence  of  God  will  work  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  answering  oar  prayers  ? 

"  Rescue  the  Perishing"  was  then  sung,  followed  by  a  prayer 
by  Rev.  M.  L.  Gordon,  Missionary  to  Japan. 

The  diflferent  sections,  into  which  the  Convention  had  been, 
divided,  from  9  to  11  A.  M.,  then  reported  the  residt  of  their  de- 
liberations as  follows: 

Hon.  0.  C.  Lathrop,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  read  the  report  of  the 
meeting  of  Presidents  and  Ex-Presidents  of  Associations  repre- 
sented in  this  Convention.  This  section  organized  by  the  choice 
of  C.  C.  Lathrop  as  Chairman,  and  H.  M.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester, 
as  Secretary.  The  results  of  the  meeting,  as  summed  up,  were 
as  follows : 

1st.  Tliat  it  is  indispensible  that  the  President  of  each  Association  should 
take  the  whoie  responsibiiity  of  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  see  that  the 
different  Committees,  throogh  their  Chairmen,  perform  the  work  assigned  them, 
or  put  in  their  places  persons  who  will. 

2d.  That  it  is  indispensible  to  secure  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  clergy, 
and  show  them,  by  the  action  of  the  Association,  that  it  is  subordinate  to  the 
Church  in  its  work  of  saving  souls. 

8d.  That  a  certain  number  should  band  themselves  together  to  maintain  the 
Association  as  a  permanency,  and  furnish  or  secure  the  requisite  pecuniary  aid 
to  this  end. 

4th.  It  was  resolved  to  ask  for  another  meeting  of  this  character  before  the 
adjourany^nt  of  the  Convention. 

Eev.  W.  H.  Anderson,  of  Providence,  read  the  following  re- 
port from  the  "Superintendent's  or  General  Secretary's  section :" 

R  R  McBumey  was  Chairman,  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Anderson, 
Secretary,  of  this  section.  The  five  following  questions  were 
discussed : 

1.  What  work  is  done  by  the  Secretaries  inside  the  rooms  T 

2.  What  work  is  done  by  the  Secretaries  outside  the  rooms? 
8  What  hours  are  the  Secretaries  at  the  rooms? 

4.  Wliat  relations  do  the  Secretaries  sustain  toward  the  raising  of  funds  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  rooms? 

5.  What  relations  do  the  Secretaries  sustain  toward  the  Board  of  Managers  T 
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The  following  was  elicited  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting: 

As  regards  the  first  question,  it  was  stated  that  their  work  watf 
to  have  a  general  oversight,  and  the  welcoming  of  strangers. 

As  regards  the  second  question,  it  was  found  that  six  were 
engaged  in  missionary  work  generally,  and  fifteen  in  the  distinc- 
tive  work  of  looking  after  young  men. 

As  regards  the  third  question,  it  was  stated  that  the  Secretaries 
should  be  at  the  rooms  as  much  as  possible,  and  especially  in  the 
evening,  as  young  men  are  most  likely  to  be  at  leisure  at  that  time. 

As  regards  the  fifth  question,  it  was  stated  that  eleven  were 
active  members  of  the  Board,  and  thirteen  were  members  ex- 
officio. 

The  section  decided  to  have  a  complete  list  of  names  of  all 
Secretaries  for  general  use. 

The  section  recommend  to  the  Convention, 

Ist.  That  ono  whole  session  of  next  Convention  be  set  apart  for  meeting  bj 
sections. 

2d.  That  aU  Assodations  employing  a  Secretary  adopt  a  uniform  title.  Tic, 
"General  Secretary.*' 

8d.  That  frequent  correspondence  and  interchange  of  documents  between  the 
different  Secretaries  be  engaged  in  throughout  the  year. 

P.  Skinner,  Jr.  read  the  following  report  of  the  meeting  of 
"Board  of  Managers  Sectioa"  Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  of  Boston, 
was  chosen  Chairman.  Twenty-seven  Associations  were  repre- 
sented.    The  following  questions  were  considered : 

1st.  How  many  Assodations  hare  not  meetings  once  a  month  ?    FiTe. 

2d.  How  is  the  Board  of  Managers  constituted  t  Twelve  select  one  from  each 
eyangelical  society.  Six  select  the  beet  men  without  reference  to  denomina- 
tions.   The  remainder  select  a  certain  number  from  each  denomination. 

dd.  Do  any  Associations  allow  non-evangeUcal  (active)  members?  Answer, 
none.  • 

4th.  In  how  many  towns  are  there  independent  Church  Associations  caUed 
T.  M.  G.  A.?  Answer,  six,  ss  foUows:  Montreal,  Halifax,  Toronto,  Detroit, 
Portland,  Me.,  PhUadelphia. 

5th.  How  many  Associations  have  Special  Committees  to  attend  to  Misdon 
Schools?    Answer, seven. 

F.  L.  Hitchcock,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  carried  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote : 

"  Besoleed,  That  in  selecting  Boards  of  Managers,  the  National  Convention 
recommend  the  different  Associations  that  they  select  actiw,  working  members 
having  reference  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  representation  of  each  evangelical 
denomination,  but  that  no  constitutional  restrictions  be  permitted  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  securing  active  working  Christians  in  these  Boards." 
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There  was  much  discussion  as  to  the  best  means  of  securing 
larger  attendance  at  Boards,  whether  tea  should  be  provided  or 
not 

Afler  having  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee 
for  further  time,  if  practicable,  during  the  session  of  the  Conven- 
tion, the  meeting  adjourned. 

George  D.  Stroud,  Secretary  of  the  Delegate's  Section,  read  a 
report  of  the  meeting.  Peter  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
Chairman  of  the  Section. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  and  directed  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Convention.  On  motion  of  George  D.  Stroud,  it 
was 

Besolmd,  That  we  lecommend  that  every  AsBodation  endeftTor  to  fonn  a  Y« 
M.  C.  A.  amon^  the  German^  French,  and  other  foreigners,  or  if  the  town  is  too 
smaU  to  form  separate  AssodationSi  that  Committees  be  appointed  to  carry  on 
work  and  hold  meetings  in  their  language. 

Eev.  J.  E.  Twitchell,  of  Cleveland,  offered  the  following : 
Beaolved,  That  this  Gonyention  is  in  heartj,  earnest,  and  living  sympathy 
with  all  judicious  endeavors  to  suppress  the  crying  evil  of  Intemperance ;  that 
it  is  the  accepted  duty  of  each  member  of  every  Association  of  the  land  to  labor 
in  this  direction ;  to  seelK  helpful  legislation  in  this  direction,  and  to  employ  the 
full  force  of  the  law  as  it  exists  or  shaU  be  enacted. 

Kev.  J.  W.  Willett,  of  Providence,  offered  the  following : 
Besolved,  That  we  esteem  it  the  duty  of  every  Christian  to  totaUy  abstain 
from  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  a  beverage. 

Rev.  T.  A.  Fernley,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following : 

lUsolved,  That  this  International  T.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  pledges  itself  to 
resist  to  the  utmost,  all  attempts  that  have  been  made,  or  that  may  be  made  to 
exclude  the  Word  of  Qod  from  the  Public  Schools  of  this  nation ;  and  that 
where  it  is  excluded  we  wiU  use  special  efforts  to  put  the  Bible  in  every 
Boman  Catholic  family. 

All  these  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Eeso- 
lutions  by  the  Convention,  without  debate. 

The  5th  topic,  "  Lectures  and  Lecturers"  was  opened  by  Rev. 
Wm  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn. 

I  suppose  the  subject,  "Lectures  and  Lectttr&re,"  includes  the  desirableness 
of  lectures  in  connection  with  our  Associations,  and  the  kind  of  lectures  and 
lecturers  most  to  be  desired. 

On  this  subject,  the  facte  in  connection  with  our  own  unequaled  experiment 
and  succe^  will  present  the  best  solution  we  can  offer. 

Three  years  ago  the  Brooklyn  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  caUed 
together  the  leading  clergy,  public  educators  and  business  men  of  our  City  to 
answer  the  question,  "  What  can  we  do  besides  what  we  are  now  doing,  to  save 
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tlie  young  men  and  women  of  Brooklyn  from  the  tides  of  sensnalism  and  fnin 
of  all  kinds  which  are  increasingly  pouring  in  upon  us  ?  "  We  knew  that  we 
could  not  scold  young  men  out  of  bad  places;  that  to  draw  or  to  keep  them  out 
we  must  present  before  them  some  effectual  counter  aUrcuMon,  We  saw  that 
one  of  the  greatest  sources  through  which  the  devil  Was  employing  millions  of 
money  to  ruin  our  young  men  was  their  ignorance  ;  that  entering  upon  business 
life  in  their  teens,  like  wild  asses'  colts,  knowing  nothing;  having  no  facilitiefl 
to  develop  their  intellectual  capacities,  or  to  gain  instruction,  they  knew  not 
what  to  do  with  themselves  out  of  business  hours,  and  were  drawn  by  every 
debasing  allurement  which  was  set  for  them  into  the  vortex  of  inevitable 
destruction.  Believing  that  what  God  has  made  ad  food  for  the  human  mind  is 
its  proper  aliment,  that  if  brought  in  a  popular  taking  form  it  would  have  a 
.powerful  effect  in  attracting,  instructing  and  ennobling  young  men,  we  resolved 
that,  as  soon  as  we  could,  we  would  add  to  our  other  Association  work  a 
'*  Cooper  Union"  course  of  most  popular,  attractive,  scientific  lectures  and  ex- 
periments and  class  instruction,  which  should  be  entirely  free  to  all,  male  or 
.  female,  who  were  or  would  become  members  of  our  Association. 

We  then  obtained  a  new  charter.  Incorporating  in  our  Board  of  Directore 
the  two  leading  ministers  of  each  Evangelical  denomination,  the  leading  public 
educators  and  several  of  our  leading  business  men,  who  at  once  arranged  a 
course  of  the  most  attractive,  popular,  scientific  lectures,  illustrated  by  splen  - 
did  experiments  and  diagrams  imparting  the  best  thought  of  our  time  by  the 
beet  thiTtkerSi  and  unequalled  by  any  in  our  country,  or,  so  far  as  we  know,  in 
any  other.  These  lectures  were  not  to  be  Jdelivered  in  a  dry,  technical  form, 
but  we  were  to  secure  at  whatever  consideration  required,  and  from  the 
remotest  distance  if  necessary,  that  scientist  in  his  particular  department 
who  is  not  only  distinguished  for  thorough  culture,  but  who  can  charm  with 
anecdote,  illustrations,  and  possesses  simple  colloquial  methods  of  putting  the 
grandest  truths.  All  this  we  have  done.  We  have  even  rendered  *' Facto 
about  %he  Mind  "  as  taking  as  a  novel.  This  curriculum  covers  a  period  of  five 
years,  and  we  have  now  associated  With  it  thirteen  subjects  of  the  highest  order 
of  class  instruction,  taught  by  ten  as  able  professional  teachers  as  our  City  and 
New  York  affords. 

The  very  first  season  was  an  entire  success.  We  have  had  our  hall  crowded. 
More  have  been  excluded  for  want  of  room  than  have  been  able  to  get  in.  We 
have  now  conducted  these  series  of  lectures  and  class  instruction  for  three 
years.  It  is  no  longer  a  problem  with  us  how  to  draw  and  win  our  young  peo- 
ple. We  are  driven  by  the  magnitude  of  this  work  into  pne  of  the  largest  and 
finest  iron  structures  of  our  City,  with  a  hall  seating  1,800  persons.  Thus,  for 
the  trifling  membership  fee  of  two  dollars  a  year,  we  present  greater  attrac-* 
tions  for  that  which  is  good  and  ennobling,  than  that  which  is  evil  can  be  pro- 
vided for. 

These  lectures  have  produced  a  hunger  for  reading  which  surpasses  any- 
thing we  have  seen.  We  challenge  comparison  with  this  fact.  We  have  had 
2,500  taking  home  books  to  read  from  a  library  of  5,000  volumes,  beside  aU  who 
read  in  the  rooms  daily  from  mom  to  night — ^Romanists,  Jews,  as  well  as 
Protestant  Young  People  of  all  classes  and  both  sexes.  We  have  thus  drawn 
directly  under  the  religious,  personal  influence,  and  hand  to  hand,  heart  to 
heart  effort  of  our  devoted  Christian  young  men,  multitudes  who  otherwise 
never  would  have  been  seen  in  our  rooms,  and  never  would  be  led  to  Christ.  So 
much  for  the  style  of  lectures.    Let  me  here  say,  that  I  believe  it  is  the  bounden 
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duty  of  Associations,  if  possible,  to  f  amisli  youngf  men  ererything  wbicli  the 
family,  the  school,  the  Church  and  the  State,  in  their  individual  capacity  fail 
to  do. 

This  is  putting  a  new  phase,  a  new  definition,  upon  the  Associations.  Nay, 
more,  God  helping  us  to  a  new  building  of  our  own,  we  will  put  into  it 
6llch  a  curriculum  of  study  for  young  men  and  young  women  as  will  enable 
them  to  secure  as  good  a  culture  (by  the  employment  of  their  evenings)  as  can 
be  furnished  by  our  best  Colleges,  giving  diplomas  On  examination,  as  do  the 
German  Universities. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  lecturers.  These  have  been  Christian  scientists — men 
thoroughly  equipped  for  its  great  battle  of  the  evidences  with  the  positivists — a 
battle  which  cannot  be  fought  from  the  pulpit..  It  is  the  conviction  of  the 
.  leading  clergy  of  Brooklyn  that  our  Association  has  done  more  thi^ugh  these 
lectures  and  this  class  of  eminent  Christian  scientists  to  refute  these  insidious 
efforts  of  the  materialists  of  our  day  than  all  other  instrumentalities  combined 
— ^lecturers  who  have  at  heart  the  salvation  and  elevation  of  our  young  people, 
and  who  are  able  to  inform  and  fortify  them  against  the  most  dangei^us  phase 
of  infidelity  with  which  the  Bible  and  Christianity  has  been  attacked,— that  of 
all  others  most  seductive  to  young  men.  Let  such  lecturers  and  such  educa- 
tional and  attractive  lectures  be  secured  by  our  Associations — make  them  free 
to  members — and  the  question  before  us  will  be  practically  answered. 

The  Business  and  Devotional  Committees  reportei      Their 
reports  were  adopted,  land  the  Convention  sang 
"  Cheer  thee.  Brother." 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Hon.  John  Hill  of  N.  J.  The  Benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  Eev.  Mr.  Martin,  and  the  Convention 
adjourned. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

■  The  afternoon  session  opened  at  about  four  o*clock  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  D.  Henry  Miller,  LL.  D.,  of  Lowell,  followed  by  singing 
of  the  hymn 

"  Work,  for  the  night  is  coming,'* 

President  H.  Thane  Miller  in  the  chair. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  morning  session  had  been  read  and 
adopted,  F.  H.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Report 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  read  his  report  and  offered  the  fol* 
lowing  resolutions,  which  were  Voted  oti  seriatim. 
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1.  Besotted,  Tliat,  as  heretofore,  the  Asflociations  of  the  United  States  a&d 
British  Porvinces  be  recommended  to  observe  the  second  Lord*s  Day  in  Novem- 
ber as  a  day  of  Prayer  to  Almigfhty  God  for  His  blessing  upon  the  work  of  these 
Societies  throughout  the  world  and  upon  all  efibrts  for  the  salvation  of  yoong 
men ;  and  that  the  Bzecutive  Committee  request  kindred  societies  in  other 
hinds  to  unite  with  the  Associations  of  America  in  the  observance  of  this  day. 

Adopted 

2.  Resohed,  That  until  otherwise  provided,  the  •  Executive  Committee  be 
authorised  to  employ  a  General  Secretary,  who  shall,  under  their  direction,  per- 
form such  duties  as  they  may  require. 

Adopted. 

8.  ReBohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  employ  one  or 
more  agents  for  the  aggressive  work  of  the  Associations,  as  in  their  judgment 
may  be  required  or  the  means  at  hand  may  justify. 

Adopted 

4.  Resolved)  That  the  Executive  Committee  accredit  as  delegates  the  follow* 
ing  brethren  to  represent  the  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  Britidi 
Provinces  at  the  General  Conference  of  Young  Hen's  Christian  Assodations  of 
all  lands,  to  be  convened  at  Amsterdam,  in  August  next,  viz%  : 

Moses  W.  Pond,  Boston ;  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Cincinnati ;  Walter  8.  Thomas, 
Troy,  Ohio ;  Morris  K.  Jesup,  New  York ;  Richard  C.  Morse,  New  York ; 
Robert  R.  McBumey,  New  York  j  C.  R.  Agnew,  M.D.,  New  York ;  John  T. 
Perry,  Cincinnati ;  Prof.  N.  Shephard,  Chicago  j  D.  L.  Moody,  Chicago ;  W.  W. 
Wicks,  Brooklyn. 

And  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  further  authorized  to  accredit  such 
persons  as  are  members  of  Associations  and  desire  to  attend  Uie  Convention. 

Adopted. 

5.  Resolved^  That  the  Executive  Committee  compile  and  codify  from  the  pro* 
eeedings  of  the  Annual  Conventions  since  1863  the  various  resolutions  and 
declarations  relating  to  the  government  of  the  Conventions  and  Associations 
connected  with  them,  with  the  rules  of  order,  which  shall  be  published  as  the 
permanent  rules  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  their  associate 
action. 

Adopted. 

Resoked,  That  sidd  Committee  also  compile  the  various  declarations  and 
deliverances  of  such  Conventions  relative  to  the  position,  organisation,  principles 
and  work  of  Associations,  together  with  such  explanations  and  expositions  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  not  inconsistent  with  the  publications  heretofore 
made  by  said  Committee,  and  that  the  same  be  published  with  the  permanent 
rules  as  the  Manual  of  Associations  heretofore  ordered. 

Adopted. 

6.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  cordially  endorses  the  conduct  of  the 
Association  MontTdy  during  the  past  year,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee 
be  empowered  to  continue  its  publication  in  its  present  form,  or,  if  in  their  judg> 
ment  deemed  expedient,  to  substitute  for  the  same  a  weekly  periodical,  having 
a  like  general  character,  provided  such  change  can  be  made  without  involving 
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l^ditlonal  liability  on  tlie  part  of  the  Committee,  afid  tliat  fall  autlioritj  bd 
given  fertile  adoption  of  8U(^  measures,  by  increase  of  subscription  ratesor  other- 
wise to  cover  the  expense  of  such  publication. 

Lewis  D.  Vail,  Philadelphia:  I  would  like  to  know  if  it  is 
sustained  now  ? 

F.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  Convention  Will  understand  that  this  resolution  does  not  direct  a  chanp* 
In  the  character  of  the  periodical,  but  only  a  change  from  a' Monthly  to  a 
Weekly.  In  response  to  t\ie  queslion  of  lliB  brother,  I  Would  say,  those  who 
listen  to  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  ascertain  that,  if  all  the 
Bubscriptions  made  to  the  "  AssodaHon  Monthly**  were  paid,  as  it  is  expected, 
the  Monthly  will  have  been  self-sustainingr.  Several  of  those  who  have  given 
the  matter  more  attention,  believe  that  a  change  in  the  paper  from  monthly  to 
weekly  will  make  it  more  likely  to  be  sustained,  and  will  result  in  a  muck 
greater  good  as  the  organ  of  the  Convention.  This  Committee  do  not  feel 
anthori2ed  to  decide  this  question  or  to  make  recommendation  to  the  Conven- 
tion one  way  or  the  other.  We  recognize,  as  the  Convention  will  recognize, 
that  the  issuing  of  a  weekly  organ  is  very  necessary,  provided  it  is  self-sui-tain- 

Kev.  J.  W.  Willett,  Providence,  R  I. ; 

If  the  Associations  throughout  our  towns  would,  instead  of  spending  their 
time,  thought  and  money,  in  publishing  a  good  many  little  matters,  bring 
themselves  to  devote  their  whole  resources  to  the  production  of  a  periodical 
fltich  as  might  be  furnished  by  this  organization,  they  would  produce  a  glorious 
thing.  But  we  fritter  away  a  great  deal  of  our  strength  trying  to  run  some- 
thing that  will  not  run  itself.  I  would  hope  that  there  might  be  such  a  hearty 
support  when  we  contribute  to  make  it  a  Strong  thing.  We  want  some  strong 
power  loyal  to  aft. 

W.  n.  Anderson,  Providence,  R.  I. : 

I  am  opposed  to  there  being  any  other  paper  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young 
Men^s  Christian  Association  than  that  which  is  published,  for  the  year  to  come, 
«t  least,  for  this  reason,  that,  instead  of  being  five  or  ten  Association  papers  in 
the  different  Asbotiations  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  ought  to 
interest  themelves  in  ihe  circulation  of  that  paper.  Thus  we  could  have  100,00t) 
•or  125,000  more  subscribers.  I  hope  the  Associations  throughout  thtj  land  will 
^concentrate  their  energies  towards  the  circulation  of  this  Association  Monthly, 
and  not  enervate  themselves  by  trying  to  issue  three  or  four  papers.  Let  us 
have  a  strong  paper  instead  of  half  a  dozen  sick  weeklies. 

President  H.  Thane  Miller: 

If  there  is  any  one  tbing  above  all  the  otlier  things  that  interest  me  in  refer- 
•ence  to  the  work  of  our  Asociations,  it  is  the  publication  of  our  paper.  Now 
1  may  say  that  for  myself  I  do  hope  we  have  reached  that  ajjo  and  feeling 
x)f  strength  when  we  are  prepared  to  advise  a  wetkly  paper.  We  never  shall 
have  the  success  we  might  havej  never  get  so  close  to  the  understanding  "Ot* 
"Our  entire  work  and  be  brought  together  as  we  can  be,  as  by  the  publication  of 
B  weekly  paper.  This  monthly  edition  don't  come  often  enough,  and  then  when 
it  comes,  it  comes  too  full  to  mo  of  nothing  but  Association  work.     I  want 
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sotnethia^  that  will  go  into  the  factories/  stores,  counting-fooms/  cani/  and 
everywhere  in  this  continent  where  there  is  a  young  man,  and  so  attractive  that  he 
can*t  do  without  it.  I  feel  we  can  make  it  so.  I  heVeve  there  is  money  enough 
in  the  Christian  Associations  of  this  country  to  establish  such  a  paper.  It  will 
cost  money.  Here  when  these  denominational  papers  are  wanted  they  sprltig 
up ;  when  any  kind  of  a  society  wants  a  ptfper  it  has  money  to  place  it  upon  its 
feet.  It  cannot  be  possible  that  such  an  organization  as  the  T.  M«  C.  A.  Is,  can 
be  without  the  means  to  establish  such  a  paper  in  this  country.  Why  do  we 
want  such  a  paper  7  There  is  a  paper  for  all  sorts  of  people.  There  are  politi' 
cal  papers  and  denominational  papers,  but  of  all  publications  there  is  not  a 
single  weekly  paper  for  young  men  in  America.  Not  one.  It  is  the  widest 
field  in  this  country.  If  we  do  not  occupy  it,  somebody  else  will.  There  will 
be  a  demand  for  this  weekly.  The  young  men  of  America  are  not  going  to 
wait  for  thirty  days  for  a  MoTUhiy.  I  only  wish  that  our  rich  men  would 
give  our  Eiecutive  Committee  a  publication  fund  of  at  least  9^>000,  and  in* 
struct  them  to  publish  a  good  paper  made  up  of  literary  and  scientific  matters, 
and  with  all  the  news  that  young  men  can  want,  in  such  a  concise,  brilliant, 
interesting  and  attractive  way  that  they  would  not  do  without  it.  I  do  want 
that  we  should  emphatically,  with  a  big,  Umd  voice  tell  that  Committee,  "  You 
go  ahead  gentlemen  and  make  such  a  paper."  I  am  quite  sure  that  there  are 
men  in  our  cities  who  don't  kn9w  what  to  do  with  their  money.  Qet  all  yoa 
can  out  of  them.    Go  to  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  come  last  of  all  to  Cincinnati. 

Lewis  D.  Vail,  Philadelphia : 

I  say  amen  to  what  you  say  about  the  paper,  but  I  feel  that  this  Executive 
Committee  have  too  much  to  do,  to  expect  them  to  get  up  a  paper  like  that,  it 
would  be  great  expectations  unrealized.  You  have,  in  order  to  get  up  a  paper, 
to  have  brains  and  money,  and  of  both  a  very  large  amount.  You  can  get  the 
brains  if  you  have  the  money  to  do  it  with.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  will  not  be 
enough  to  do  it.  But  this  resolution  giving  them  power  to  act  I  am  willing  to 
vote  for,  though  I  think  they  will  have  to  keep  a  Monthly  for  the  next  year  at 
least.    So  give  us  a  glorious  Monthly. 

Mr.  Petit,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  : 

I  have  heard  a  great  many  objections  to  the  A$$oeiaiion  Monthly  on  account 
of  taking  advertisements.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  paper  which  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Associations  of  the  country  should  not  be  a  medium  for 
advertisement. 

Mr.  Scott,  Cincinnati : 

I  think  one  trouble  about  this  Monthly  came  op  in  our  General  Secretary'e 
meeting  this  morning.  Very  few  of  us  knew  what  work  was  being  done,  and 
how  to  do  it.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  a  kind  of  question  drawer  in  this 
Mimthly  every  month  or  weekly,  every  week,  so  that  we  who  do  not  know  mach 
about  the  work  could  have  the  Executive  Conmiittee  post  ust 

W.  H.  Doane,  Cincinnati : 

Last  year,  in  our  Executive  Committee,  at  Washington,  I  opposed  the  Exr 
eutive  Committee  somewhat  in  the  management  of  the  Monthly.  1  was  very 
sorry  for  it  afterwards.  When  I  came  to  realize  the  amount  of  labor  that  was 
put  upon  the  Executive  Committee  I  saw  what  they  had  accomplished.  I  felt  I 
had  judged  them  wrongfully,  and  think  you  make  a  mistake  if  yoa  do  notmaks 
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It  a  weekly.  I  am  a  business  man.  I  know  this,  that  all  of  yon  who  do  any 
amount  of  advertising  don't  want  to  put  It  in  a  paper  that  comes  out  three 
times  in  a  year  instead  of  fifty  or  three  hundred  and  sixty  five,  and  you  can't 
run  this  paper  without  advertisements.  Issue  a  weekly  and  it  will  almost  pay 
its  expenses.  II  the  Executive  Committee,  after  looking  the  ground  over,  are 
willing  to  undertake  to  publish  a  weekly,  assuming  the  responsibility,  let  them. 

W.  C.  Rowand,  Howard  University : 

I  suppose  our  MoTiihly  is  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  young  men  to  Christ. 
Well,  in  our  reading-room  we  have  thia  paper,  but  the  students  say  they  are 
not  interested  in  it.  They  desire  to  see  some  Christian  news,  something  besiies 
reports  from  Associations  \  the  questions  of  the  day,  political  and  scientific. 
Such  discussions  I  think  would  increase  the  number  of  iubecribers,  and  I  tliink 
It  would  be  beneficial  to  make  it  a  weekly  paper. 

Jay  W.  Cowdery,  Detroit,  Michigan : 

I  would  like  to  amend  this  resolution ;  instead  of  making  it  a  weekly  to 
make  it  a  tri- weekly.  The  fact  is,  this  Association  Monthly,  as  it  now  stands,  is 
not  worth  ten  cents  a  ton,  for  the  reason  just  stated.  It  gives  monthly  all  the 
news  about  Association  work.  Now  Christ  came  not  to  save  the  righteous,  but 
sinners.  It  is  that  class  we  want  to  reach;  not  the  young  men  of  the  Association, 
but  those  out  of  the  Association.  We  have  got  to  make  that  a  paper  for  the 
times,  and  to  take  the  times  as  they  are,  and  not  as  we  wish  them  to  be,  to 
make  it  attractive,  by  giving  them  science  and  literature,  something  that  will 
induce  them  to  read  it.  Then  it  must  come  more  often  than  monthly,  and 
must  be  made  more  attractive  than  it  is  now.  As  business  men,  when  we  pay 
for  an  advertisement  we  want  some  paper  that  appears  often.  We  pay  for 
advertisements  where  we  get  value  received. 

R.  Weidensall,  Omaha : 

The  American  people  cannot  read  anything  over  a  week  old.  I  believe  if  yon 
get  the  paper  into  a  weekly  you  will  accomplish  a  great  deal  more.  The  peo> 
pie  will  read  it  and  understand  our  Association  better.  Some  of  the  Associa- 
tions say  we  do  not  understand  how  to  work.  Tell  them  the  Monthly  con- 
tains such  information.  **  We  never  see  that  paper.**  I  believe  a  weekly  will 
circulate  more  and  pay  better,  and  bring  more  members  into  the  ABSociation. 

Rev.  M.  Fink,  Johnstown,  Pa. : 

I  regard  this  as  one  of  the  most  important  questions  that  has  as  yet  come  be- 
fore this  Convention*  The^state  of  the  literature  in  our  country  has  assumed  a 
magnitude  and  importance  that  ought  to  cause  every  Christian  man  to  stand  still 
*  at  least  for  a  time,  and  think.  Now,  what  I  wish  to  say  to  this  Convention  is  sim- 
ply  this:  liOt  us  give  this  matter  due  consideration.  I  believe  in  all  that  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  the  Monthly  as  to  its  influence,  what  it  has  done  and  what  it  is 
calculated  to  do.  Then  there  is  another  thought.  The  organizations  in  the 
country  seem  to  feel  the  necessity  of  having  an  organ.  That  may  be  well 
enough,  but  it  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  organ.  Let  us  deliberate  now 
and  conclude  to  have  no  paper  unless  the  very  best  that  can  be  gotten  up.  We 
have't rouble  now  with  literature  in  the  Sunday  school,  in  the  newspapers  and 
everywhere.  The  literature  of  our  day  is  becoming  so  corrupting  in  its  influ- 
ence, so  deleterious  that  one  news  establishment  in  any  town  or  city  does  more 
i^ury  ten  thousand  times  than  ten  liquor  or  beer  saloons,  because  it  poisons  the 
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«ou1.  Wlieft  I  see  little  girls  and  boys,  old  men  and  women  catehing  up  the 
literature  that  is  thrown  before  them,  it  makes  me  tremble.  Now  let  us.  if  po»- 
sible,  get  a  better  paper  than  ihe  Church  publications,  or  that  of  anj  other  or- 
ganization  in  the  land.  Let  it  be  a  religious  paper,  a  Christian  paper  for  Toung 
Men's  Christian  Associations.  Let  us  never  lose  sight  of  that  word.  That 
gives  character  and  tone  to  the  paper  we  publish. 

Cephas  Brainerd,  New  York : 

What  I  have  to  say  relates,  of  course,  to  the  views  of  the  work  entertained  by 
the  present  Executive  Committee,  and  will  be  in  reply  to  what  has  been  said 
on  this  floor,  and  it  is  to  be  said  in  the  plainest,  soberest  way. 

First,  no  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  ever  desired  to  have  any 
advertisements  in  the  jJaper.  If  we  could  have  got  along  without  any  adver- 
tisements, none  of  us  would  ever  have  solicited  friends  in  New  York  to  put 
them  in.  We  could  not  carry  on  the  paper  without  them.  If  the  brethren  had 
been  trae  to  their  allegiance,  it  never  would  have  been  necessary  for  us  to  go 
the  merchants  and  bankers  in  New  York  and  other  cities  to  ask  them  tor  ad- 
vertise. 

Another  thing  ;  for  the  last  four  years  it  would  not  have  been  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive  Committee  as  it  was  constituted,  and  with  the  money  it  had 
in  the  treasury,  to  have  carried  on  the  work  which  the  Associations  had  commit- 
ted to  it,  without  the  paper — and  I  mean  the  paper  just  as  it  now  is.  In  my 
sober  judgment,  with  the  experience  I  have  had  in  this  work,  I  say  that 
under  God,  the  buildings  that  grace  the  land  as  the  property  of  the^e  Appo- 
eiations,  and  the  building  funds  that  have  been  accumulated  as  well,  woald 
never  have  existed  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  influence  of  this  paper,  con- 
temptible as  it  is,  when  compared  with  the  power  of  the  Associations  to  make 
it  equal  the  demands  made  upon  them.     [Applause.] 

I  go  further.  No  man  here  is  more  in  earnest  than  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee have  been  in  the  desire  to  have  a  paper  which  should  fitly  represent 
the  Associations  in  the  majestic  and  mighty  mission  which  Qod  has  com- 
mitted to  them  in  this  land.  We  have  talked,  we  have  written,  to  the  end 
that  we  might  come  before  the  Convention  before  we  laid  down  our  trust, 
with  such  a  paper  as  every  man  in  the  Convention  would  approve  ;  as  to  which 
all  could  hold  up  in  their  hands  and  say,  "  That  meets  precisely  the  want  of  thti 
young  men  of  America."  And  if  we  have  not  succeeded  in  that,  it  is  becauM 
men  cannot  do  but  just  so  much  work  in  a  day.  There  is  a  limit  to  every  man's 
power  of  service,  and  we  lament  very  much  that  ours  was  not  greater  ;  but 
we  have  done  what  we  could  towards  it,  and  hope  the  next  set  of  men  can  take 
it  up  and  push  it  forward  to  success.  Brother  Miller's  idea  is  right,  and  he 
offered  $10,000  from  Cincinnati  towards  the  fund  for  establishing  such  a  paper 
as  he  describes.  I  presume  the  off*er  stands  good  to-day.  We  are  ready  to 
match  it  with  a  fair  sum  from  the  City  of  New  York. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Winchester,  of  Providence,  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  for  one  year,  which  was  lost,  and  the 
discussion  of  the  original  resolution  continued  by 

James  Bay  lis,  of  Montreal : 

I  have  heard  it  stated  on  this  floor  that  it  is  one  of  the  missions  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  do  what  they  can  to  root  out  the  pernicious  literature  flooding  th» 
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land.  One  of  tlie  best  ways  to  do  it,  I  take  it,  would  be  to  flfive  a  better  thing. 
Thing^s  that  will  meet  the  wants  of  intellectual  men,  and  satisfy  the  desires  of 
the  most  aspiring  heart.  I  feel,  if  the  funds  can  be  forthcoming,  there  are  men 
there  well  able  to  control  the  funds,  and  the  paper  can  be  established. 

H.  L.  HastiDgs,  Boston : 

It  is  not  possible  to  hare  a  paper  of  the  size*of  the  monthly  publication  meet 
these  two  demands.  If  it  is  to  be  an  organ  of  the  Associations,  and  give  what 
they  are  doing,  it  cannot  be  a  paper  of  general  literature,  science  and  art.  The 
Association  must  have  an  organ  ;  you  have  heard  that  point  well  met  by  Mr. 
Brainerd.  The  other  point,  furnishing  a  literature  for  the  people,  is  one  of  vast 
importance.  I  don't  know  how  many  there  are  that  appreciate  it.  The  only 
way  to  stem  this  tide  of  devilish  literature  that  floods  the  land,  sweeping  men 
to  ruin,  is  by  pouring  a  living  tide  of  Christian  life  and  truth  by  means  of  the 
public  press  of  the  land  speaking  to  the  characteristics  of  youth.  The  press 
speaks  to  millions,  and  the  press  needs  a  mighty  infusion  of  the  divine  power 
of  Gospel  truth.  I  should  hope  to  see  such  a  weekly  as  has  been  spoken  of; 
not  to  supercede  the  monthly  in  its  place  and  work.  Perhaps  no  weekly  could 
answer  4his  purpose  of  doing  its  work.  I  tell  you,  when  our  hearts  are  waked 
up  to  the  needs  of  this  work,  it  will  not  take  long  to  put  that  weekly  in  the 
field,  if  the  Providence  of  God  opens  our  hearts  enough  to  give  the  needed 
money.  And  the  Associations  have  ample  means  to  scatter  it  all  over  the 
continent.  It  requires  work  rather  than  wealth.  I  trust  it  will  be  done: 
Something  is  being  done  in  this  direction.  Oh !  that  it  may  be  speedily  accom- 
plished. 

John  R  Dougall,  Montreal : 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  last  speaker  for  the  distinction  he  has  drawn 
between  an  organ  which  is  a  means  of  advertising  certain  Associations  or  work, 
and  that  newspaper  which  is  meant  to  give  good  literature  to  the  masses.  I  can 
hardly  agree  with  our  friend,  Bro.  Brainerd,  that  there  is  a  lack  of  loyalty,  for 
in  the  midst  of  multiplicity  of  reading  furnished  us  in  our  day,  we  do  not  find 
it  a  matter  of  special  interest  to  turn  over  column  after  column  of  similar  re- 
ports, from  a  great  variety  of  Associations.  I  do  believe  your  organ  will  never 
be  an  efficient  organ  unless  it  be  a  most  interesting  psper  for  the  class  of  people 
it  is  intended  for ;  the  cheapest  paper  besides. 

Eev.  N.  Cyr,  Eutland,  Vt,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  Associations 
subscribing  to  the  "  Daily  Witness,"  of  New  York. 

F.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

A  good  many  of  us  wiU  remember  that  three  years  ago  the  discussion  at  In- 
dianapolis in  regard  to  the  money  to  establish  the  Association  MontMy  then 
published,  it  was  stated  that  we  did  not  want  literature,  stories,  etc.  That 
our  homes  were  flooded  with  such  literature  and  stories,  and  general  religious 
intelligence.  What  we  wanted  was  to  know  what  the  Associations  were  doing. 
We  wanted  an  Association  paper  that  would  give  us  the  intelligence  of  what  « 
AjMociations  are  doing  all  over  the  United  States  and  the  Provinces.  And  this 
Executive  (Committee  followed  what  they  understood  to  be  the  instructions  of 
that  Convention  in  issuing  such  a  paper.  Now  let  me  say  one  word  in  regard 
to  the  flnancial  aspect  of  this  paper.  We  are  by  and  by  to  take  up  subscrip- 
tions to  the  General  Fund  of  this  Executive  Committee.    180,000  members  of 
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Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  the  United  States  and  Briiisli  ProTlncef, 
is  it  possible  that  only  three  or  four  thousand  of  these  want  a?  AssociatioB 
paper  which  gives  them  intelligence  of  the  Association  and^  goes  no  farther  t 
If  jou  will  increase  this  subscription  to  20,000  or  25»000  at  the  present  rate  of 
subscription  you  will  not  only  enable  this  Executive  Committee  to  make  this  a 
paper  that  will  compare  with  the  best  religious  papers,  but  will  put  mon^ 
enough  into  their  hands  to  ca^ry  the  whole  expense  of  their  work.  I  want 
brethren  to  remember  that  when  we  are  taking  up  our  subscriptions  for  ths 
expenses. 

After  the  reading  of  the  resolution  again  by  the  request  of  Mr. 
Hutchins,  of  New  York,  it  was  adopted 

"  Where  Shall  I  Work  to  day/' 
was  then  sung  by  a  Quartette  led  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Doane. 

7.  ReBcHved,  That  the  following  be  adopted,  and  added  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Convention : 

Rule  : — An  Executive  Committee,  to  conidst  of  seven  members,  ahall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Convention,  to  continue  in  offi(ie  for  three  years,  and  until  thdr 
successors  are  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  bring  before 
each  Convention  business  for  its  consideration  ;  to  transact  after  the  adjbum- 
ment  of  such  Convention  anylxxq^nees  entrusted  X6  its  charge ;  to  arrange  for 
transportation,  at  reduced  rates,  of  persons  attending  Conventions ;  and  who 
may,  upon  an  emergency  requiring  inmiediate  action,  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary,  not  inconsistent  with  the  action  of  preceding  Conventions, 
reporting  the  same  to  the  next  succeeding  Convention  for  its  ap{>rova}:  The 
ordinary  sessions  of  the  Executive  Committee  shaU  be  held  in  the  City  of  New 
York. 

Adopted. 

8.  Rule. — Each  Convention  shaU  appoint  one  Corresponding  Member  firom 
each  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province,  who  shall  be  its  local  representa- 
tive, and  shall,  under  the  direction  and  advice 'ofthe  Executive  Comiiiittee,  com- 
municate with  each  Association  within  his  respective  jurisdiction,  and  *wfth  any 
general  organization  thereof;  and  who  shall  perform  any  duty  in  relation 
thereto  which  the  Convention  or  Committee  may  require. 

Adopted. 

9.  Rule. — A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers, for  consultation  and  to  secure  united  action,  shall  be  held  during  this 
session,  or  immediately  on  the  adjournment  thereof;  and  said  Committee  and 
Corresponding  Members  shaU  hold  at  least  one  other  meeting  during  each 
year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  designate ;  and 
to  secure  a  full  attendance  at  such  meeting,  the  general  organization  of  each 
State,  Territory  and  Province  is  requested  to  make  provision  for  defraying  the 
traveling  expenses  of  its  Corresponding  Member  to  and  firom  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. 

Adopted. 

10.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  reoognidng  the  difficult,  delicate  and  ar- 
duous duties  devolved  upon  the  Executive  Committee,  expresses  ita  thanks  to 
the  brethren  who  during  the  past  six  years  have  constituted  that  Coipmittae, 
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for  their  able,  fkithfiil  and  efficient  servicefl,  to  which  in  a  large  measure  is  doa 
the  wonderfdl  advance  during  that  period  in  nomben  and  nsefulness  of  our 
organisations. 

Ee$ohed,  That  Cephas  Bndnerd,  James  Stokes,  Jr.,  Timothj  Q.  Sellew,  Jr., 
Robert  R.  McBome^,  Edgar  A.  Hutdiins,  Benjamin  R.  Wetmore  and  Yerranos 
Morse  be  reappointed  as  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

W.  EL  Anderson,  Providence,  R  L : 

I  ask  every  single  member  of  the  Convention  as  honorable  Christian  gentle- 
men, where  is  the  wisdom  of  keeping  the  head-quarters  for  three  years  longer 
in  New  York  City?  Are  there  no  brains  and  money  in  Cincinnati,  Boston  and 
Philadelphia  7  I  want  to  know  why  these  men  are  put  in  office  again  7  Have 
they  been  consulted  t  It  is  hard  work  and  a  laborious  office,  and  it  seems  to  me 
their  feelings  should  be  regarded  about  this  matter,  or  the  best  interests  of  the 
Association.  I  do  not  assign  to  New  York  all  the  brains.  They  have  got  plenty 
of  money  and  plenty  of  brains  there  too.  I  say  let  these  things  go  around  the 
Associations  all  over  the  land. 

F.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

In  reply  to  this  brother,  I  want  to  express  what  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
this  Committee  on  ^the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  formed 
from  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  labors  of  these  gentlemen  daring  the  last 
three  years.  We  did  not  know  where  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  gentlemen 
who  would  devote  the  time  and  labor  to  this  cause,  which  will  be  of  equal 
Talue  to  the  services  of  these  seven  gentlemen  in  New  York,  and  this  is  the 
reason  for  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Cephas  Brainerd,  New- York : 

With  regard  to  the  gentlemen  who  for  six  years  have  done  the  work  of  this 
Committee,  I  can  say  that  not  one  of  them  wanted  the  Committee  located  im 
New  York  when  the  appointment  was  made  at  Albany,  and  none  of  them  wished 
the  action  of  the  Portland  Convention  when  it  continued  the  Committee  in  New 
York.  Not  one  desires,  not  one  of  us  expected  when  we  came  here  that  the 
suggestion  would  be  made  to  us  that  we  should  continue  in  this  work.  We 
thought  it  would  be  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  on  our  Report,  and  of  the 
brethren  of  the  Convention,  thst  these  seven  men  who  have  the  ordinary  respon- 
sibilities of  young  men,  and  who  have  for  six  years  given  up  all  the  time  they 
oould  steal  from  their  business ;  the  time  that  belonged  to  social  life ;  the  time 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  given  to  study ;  the  best  six  years  of  their 
lives,  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  continue  for  another  three  years.  We  felt  we  had 
done  our  work. 

I  do  not  propose  to  speak  of  the  very  great  affection  which  I  have  for  this 
work.  Nor  can  I  attempt  to  describe  the  affection  with  which  the  brethren 
with  whom  I  have  labored  regard  it.  Nor  of  the  love  which  we  all  have  for  the 
brethren  with  whom  we  have  shared  this  work  the  continent  over. 

When  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  came  to  us  to  ask  us  if  we  would  con- 
tinue for  three  years  more  to  carry  on  this  work,  we  told  him  this :  '*  If  the  Con- 
vention will  vote  a  Secretary  to  carry  on  the  correspondence  we  will  consider  it.'* 
When  we  began  at  Albany  I  could  correspond  myself  with  all  the  Associations, 
and  I  did  it.  It  is  impossible  to  do  it  now.  I  say  to  you,  brethren,  on  behalf  of 
the  old  Committee,  that  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  continue 
in  this  position  for  three  years  more.    We  ask  the  Convention  to  discharge  us 
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witliout  discoBBion^and  to  select  some  other  place  for  tlie  work  of  the  Committet, 
and  some  other  men  to  do  it.  The  New  York  Association  did  not  ask  It  at  the 
outset ;  has  not  asked  its  continaance.  It  has  taken  seven  of  our  best  men  from 
the  active  participation  in  their  home  work.  I  believe  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion has  given  the  men  and  more  than  one-quarter  of  the  money  required  to  carry 
on  this  general  work,  and  it  does  not  ask  that  this  honor  be  put  upon  St  a^n. 
Therefore,  I  say  I  would  like  the  Convention  to  discharge  the  present  Committee 
and  locate  it  in  another  place,  and  we  certainly  will  render  to  that  Conmuttee 
all  the  cooperation  and  the  service  in  our  power.    [Applause.] 

Lewis  D.  Vail,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  resolutions  be 
divided,  and  each  resolution  voted  on  separately,  which  was  car- 
ried, and  the  first  of  the  two  resolutions  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Cephas  Brainerd  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Report,  with  directions  to  locate  the  Executive  Committee  in  another  city  than 
New  York,  and  nominate  new  members  for  the  same. 

C.  C.  Lathrop,  of  Newark,  K  J.,  spoke: 

I  hope  that  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Brainerd  will  not  pass.  I  am  sure  ]i» 
such  wrong  action  and  probably  unadvised  course  as  that  ought  to  be  taken. 
I,  however,  do  believe  that  these  gentlemen  should  not  have  another  thre* 
years  of  this  responsibility  and  labor  imposed  upon  them,  after  having  served 
with  such  efficiency  for  the  six  years  past.  I  do  believe  that  new  blood  siioold 
be  infused  into  the  organization  of  the  Committee  in  the  coarse  of  time  as 
other  Associations  or  Societies  find  it  suitable  to  do.  I  believe  that  Boston 
could  furnish  one  at  least  of  this  Committee,  and  Philadelphia  furnish  another, 
thereby  disseminating  it  from  one  city  to  another.  In  that  way,  new  ideaF, 
new  thoughts  would  be  brought  in  to  co-operate  with  these  able  men.  We 
are  very  likely  to  run  into  ruts  when  we  run  for  nine  years  on  the  same  track. 
I  hope  by  all  means  the  head  of  this  Committee  wUl  be  in  NeVv  York,  and  that 
these  able  men  will  be  retained  in  New  York. 

Dr.  Carey,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Brainerd  on  the  table,  which  was  carried. 

W.  H.  Anderson  moved  that  an  Executive  Committee  of  one 
from  Boston,  one  from  New  York,  one  from  Philadelphia,  &a,  be 
appointed,  after  which  B.  F.  Jacobs,  of  Chicago,  spoke : 

Do  not  forget  that  the  Corresponding  Members  are  from  every  State  in  the 
Union  and  every  Province  of  the  Dominion.  They  are  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  I  think  there  is  but  one 
place  in  America,  where  the  Executive  Committee  could  with  any  propriety  be 
located,  and  that  is  in  the  City  of  New  York.  It  is  there  above  all,  and  beyond 
all  other  places  in  this  country  that  we  can  meet  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  come  into  direct  personal  contact  with  the  members  who  are  managing  this 
work  of  the  Associations. 

This  is  simply  the  head  of  the  committee;  the  body  extends  over  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  There  is  one  other  thing,  I  believe  in  this  infusion 
of  new  blood,  and  I  believe  it  is  best  to  send  it  from  the  heart  of  America  into 
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the  brains  of  this  Executive  Committee.  Thej  feel  they  have  done  their  work, 
and  they  have  done  it  unquestionably  well  in  the  past,  (applause)  and  I  feel 
that  there  is  no  good  reason  why  we  should  not  help  them  better  in  the  three 
years  to  come.  Then  let  us  for  Christ's  and  our  own  sake,  do  as  this  Commit- 
tee, who  have  brought  in  these  nominations  and  who  know  the  men  individu- 
ally, recommend.  The  Corresponding  Members  for  the  States,  Territories,  and 
Provinces  are  the  representatives  of  their  section.  It  seems  to  me  it  will  be  the 
most  foolish  and  unwise  thing  at  this  hour  to  change  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee. We  have  twice  tried  and  found  them  faithful  men,  wanting  in  no  good 
word  or  work  (applause). 

And  this  resolution  was  voted  down. 

The  second  of  the  two  resolutions,  as  originally  oflfered  by  the 
Committee,  was  then  adopted. 

B.  F.  Jacobs,  of  Chicago,  offered  prayer,  and  the  hymn  "  Jesus, 
keep  me  near  the  Cross,"  was  sung. 
Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New  York  : 

I  want  to  say  that  those  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  who  are  here 
will  confer  together  between  this  and  the  evening,  and  then  announce  to  you 
the  course  they  will  take. 

11.  Your  Committee  recommend  the  election  of  the  following  as  Correspond- 
ing Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  respective  States,  Districts, 
Territories  and  Provinces : 

1.— Geo.  W.  Garcelon,  Lewiston,  Maine. 
2.— Joshua  Clawson,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 
8.— Frank  D.  Taylor.  Detroit,  Michigan. 

4.— Rev.  H.  B.  Underwood,  Hillsboro  Bridge,  New  Hampshire. 
5.— Rev.  S-  A.  Taggart,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
6. — J.  A,  Beecher,  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 
7.— E.  D.  Reade,  MUwaukee,  Wisconsin. 
8.— George  A.  Young,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
9.— E.  R.  Holden,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
10.— H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
11.— Newton  Fuller,  New  London,  Connecticut. 
12.— Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C. 
13. — J.  H.  Cranston,  Augusta,  Georgia. 
14.— H.  L.  McKee,  Selma,  Alabama. 
15.-^ames  Farquhar,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
Ifl.— Erskine  Uhl,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 
17.— Alvaro  F.  Gibbens,  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 
18. — A.  H.  Nelson,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
19.— Levi  P.  Rowland,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
20.— R.  H.  T.  Hudson,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
ai.— Rev.  C.  E.  Chichester,  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 
23.— J.  L.  Wheat,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
28.— Geo.  R.  Hill,  Alexandria,  Virginia. 
24.— John  E.  Burson,  Bristol,  Tennessee. 
25. — J.  D.  Blake,  Rochester,  Minnesota. 
26.— Charles  Palmer,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edwards  Island. 
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27.— C.  L.  RobinBOD,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
28.~W.  S.  Wooten,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

BesolutioD  adopted. 

19.  Besohed,  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Report  of  the  Execntire  Committed 
be  permitted  to  receive  at  the  close  of  tllis  session,  from  the  delegations  from 
States,  Districts,  Territories  and  Provinces  for  which  corresponding  members 
have  not  been  appointed,  nominations  for  snch  corresponding  members  and  in 
their  discretion,  recommend  them  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  appcnntmeiti : 
and  that  the  Executive  Committee  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  among  the  cor- 
responding  members. 

Adopted. 

18.  Reiohed,  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee 
be  approved  and  audited  and  printed  with  the  report  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

Adopted. 

14.  Besohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  prepare  and  publish  a  leport  of 
the  Proceedings  of  tliis  Convention,  including  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Adopted. 

15.  Besohsd,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  International  Convention  of  1878  at  the  citj  State  of 

at  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  them  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  Association  in  that  city. 

16.  Besolved.  That  this  Convention  now  proceed  to  take  up  a  subscription  for 
general  expenses,  also  one  for  printed  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Conven- 
tion and  for  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  P.  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  this  was  made 
the  special  business  for  to-morrow,  at  10.J  A.M. 

17.  Betolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  correspond  with 
Associations  not  represented  in  this  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
additional  subscriptions  to  the  general  fund. 

Adopted. 

The  report  as  a  whole,  as  rdad  and  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  Business  Committee  recommend  that  this  evening's  Session, 
to  be  held  in  Huntington  Hall,  at  7i  o'clock,  commence  with  the 
presentation  of  the  following  topic :  **  How  can  Christian  homes 
he  rendered  most  serviceable  in  restraining  young  men  from  evil,  and 
in  winning  them  to  Christ  f"  To  be  opened  in  a  fifteen  minutes 
address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  after  which, 
the  subject  to  be  thrown  open  for  free  discussion,  to  close  at  nine 
o'clock,  to  be  followed  by  an  Association  service  of  song,  to  con- 
tinue 30  minutes,  led  by  Prof  W.  H.  Doane. 
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Adjourn  at  9.30  o'clock. 

J.  EL  Cheever,  Chairman. 

"AohavgeiokMp-Ili^ve"  ^        ^, 

was  then  sung,  and  after  prayer  and  benediction  by  the  Rer/ 
Thos.  W.  Hooper,  of  Lynchburg,  Va,,  the  Convention  adjourned 
till  evening. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  met  at  8  P.M.,  in  Huntington  Hall,  President 
H.  Thane  Miller  in  the  chair.  Rev.  Jas.  Chester,  of  Cincinnati, 
read  a  selection  from  the  Scriptures,  and  Rev.  George  S.  Chad- 
bourne,  of  Lowell,  offered  pTayer. 

Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New  York,  read  the  following  communi- 
cation from  the  Executive  Committee : 

"  To  ths  I7th  Annual  Contention  of  the  Young  Men*$  Christian  Assoeiationi  of 
the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  : 

The  undersigned,  nnanimouBljr  elected  this  afternoon  as  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecative  Committee  for  the  enguing  three  years,  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  Conyen- 
tion  that  they  have  prayerftilly  (and  as  carefully  as  the  time  since  the  adjourn- 
ment would  allow)  considered  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  their  accepting 
the  appointment,  and  they  have  reached  the  conclusion  (not  without  pain  to 
themselves,  for  they  love  the  work)  that  ihey  are  called  upon  to  decline  it. 
Thanking  the  brethren  most  heartily  for  their  confidence  and  re^rard,  as  evi- 
denced by  their  votes  to^iay,  as  well  as  by  their  unfailing  kindness  exhibited 
during  the  six  years  that  are  gone,  they  make  the  following  requests : 

1.  That  they  may  be  empowered  to  issue  the  July  and  August  numbers  of 
the  Association  Monthly. 

2.  That  thsy  be  empowered  to  prepare  and  issue  the  usual  abstract  of  the 
Proceedingspf  this  Convention. 

8.  That  they  be  empowered  to  audit  and  pay  the  biUs  incident  to  this  Con- 
vention. 

4.  And  that  they  be  instructed  to  hand  over  to  the  new  Committee  all  the 
property  of  the  associated  Societies  in  their  hands,  and  that  the  new  Conmiittee 
be  authorized  to  adjust  the  accounts. 
The  undersigned  are  authorized  to  speak  for  their  coUeagues  not  now  present. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERO, 
JAMES  STOKES,  Jr., 
T.  G.  SELLEW,  Jr., 
R.  R.  McBURNEY, 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS. 
June  1^,1972. 
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Rev.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  moved  that  it  be 
not  accepted.  Motion  seconded,  and  he  spoke  in  support  of  it  as 
follows : 

I  live  very  near  to  Boston.  Boston  of  course  is  the  "  Hub  of  the  Univerae." 
Somebody  says— except  LoweH ;  and  every  good  thing  originates  in  Boston- 
except  Lowell ;  and  of  course  if  any  jealousy  ought  to  be  felt  with  regard  to 
what  New  York  should  do,  or  New  York  should  have,  that  jealousy  ought  to 
originate  in  the  city  of  Boston — except  Lowell.  And  I  think  that  I  speak  freely 
the  sentiment  of  the  representatives  in  that  section  if  not  from  tlie  city,  when 
I  express  it  as  my  conviction  that  from  what  has  transpired  it  certainly  is  not 
the  time  for  us  to  accept  the  resignation  of  this  Executive  Committee.  I  tm 
indeed  very  well  pleased  with  the  careful  and  prayerful  conclusion  that  welitve 
received  from  the  Executive  Committe  ;  i  e»  I  am  glad  to  know  that  it  has  been 
carefully  and  prayerfully  considered ;  and  yet  it  is  so  recently  after  the  discuaslon 
this  afternoon  which  has  very  likely  excited  the  very  sensitive  sensibilities  of  our 
friends  from  New  York,  I  fear  there  has  not  been  sufficient  prayer  on  this  subject, 
however  much  care  there  has  been.  I  do  not  know  but  what  it  might  be  <^aill; 
well  for  this  Convention  to  have  some  prayer  as  well  as  these  brethren.  >'ow 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  action  of  our  Executive  Committee  at  New 
York.  I  feel  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  dissatisfaction,  munnoii, 
grumblings,  it  has  not  come  from  individuals  acquainted  with  their  work;  tnd 
we  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  let  the  brethren  who  have  acted  as  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  Associations,  have  the  ensuing  three  year*  to 
come,  as  we  have  been  pleased  with  their  success  in  the  six  years  that  are  passed. 
These  brethren  very  likely  feel,  from  what  was  said  this  afternoon,  thnt  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  some  other  parts  of  the  country  represented  in  thii 
Committee,  and  that  some  or  all  of  the  brethren  should  retire  from  thii 
Executive  Committee.  But,  Sir,  if  I  was  persuaded  before  that  sometbing 
should  be  done  with  the  resignation  or  removal  of  men  from  this  Committee, 
at  this  time,  after  what  has  transpired,  as  a  member  of  the  Convention, I shooM 
be  certainly  dissatisfied  if  we  should  accept  their  resignation.  We  are  not  hew 
to  force  these  brethren  out  of  the  position  they  occupy ;  but  there  is,  as  is  sees, 
a  sensitiveness  among  these  brethren  from  what  we  have  heard  in  the  discos- 
sion  this  afternoon.  Nor  are  we  prepared  to  receive  the  resignation  of  these 
gentlemen  and  throw  all  this  business  upon  the  Convention  at  this  time,  nor 
upon  a  new  Committee.  Now  I  think  if  we  make  any  arrangement  with  re- 
gard to  a  change,  it  would  be  well  if  we  should  have  representatives  from  some 
other  parts  of  the  country  with  some  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
remain,  and  not  to  have  the  Committee  all  retire  In  a  body.  I  hope  this  Con- 
vention will  not  accept  the  resignation  of  the  Committee. 

P.  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  question  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow.     Seconded  and  lost 

J.  S.  McLean,  of  Halifax,  N.  S. : 

I  think  this  is  a  very  serious  matter.  I  don't  think  we  are  prepared  to  tike 
this  Into  consideration  tonight.  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  action  of  these gentlt- 
men,  for  this  reason ;  They  have  worked  for  six  years,  day  after  day  and  u\^^ 
after  night  for  the  good  of  this  cause.  They  have,  to  a  large  extent,  been  the 
means  of  building  it  up,  I  consider,  to  its  prewnt  usef  uhiess.    The  various  mem- 
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bers  divided  np  the  work  and  worked  at  it  manfully  and  nobly,  and  hate  Cone 
all  in  their  power,  far  more  than  ever  I  have  done  when  I  take  into  consider- 
ation their  own  private  interest  and  business.  Can  70a  expect  that  they  would 
lightly  take  the  proposition  that  they  should  be  contented  with  the  noblest 
vote  of  thanks,  and  tliis  whole  work  which  they  have  managed  for  six  years^ 
have  thrown  into  other  hands?  My  brethren  consider  this  matter  in  harmony. 
We  are  here  in  this  Convention,  the  smallest  we  have  had  for  many  years. 
Now  are  we  on  account  of  any  little  feeling  got  up  here,  going  to  imperil  the 
interests  of  this  great  and  glorious  work  ?  We  are  commencing  a  real  cam- 
paign. We  want  this  Executive  Committee  for  three  years.  I  say  let  us  unan- 
imously to-night,  by  a  standing  vote,  say  we  will  not  accept  their  resignation, 
(Great  Applause,^  because  we  dearly  love  the  Association  and  because  it  will  be 
the  outspoken  sentiment  of  every  heart  that  we  dearly  love  every  man  of  that 
Executive  Committee.    (Renewed  Applause.) 

A  standing  vote  was  taken  on  the  Rdv.  J.  W.  Hamilton*s  mo- 
tion, and  it  was  unanimously  carried.     After  singing 

"  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,'* 
prayer  was  oiBfered  by  Pres.  II.  Thane  Miller,  and  the  hymn 

"  More  love  to  Thee,  O  Christ," 
was  sung  by  the  Convention. 

The  topic,  **  How  can  Christian  Homes  be  rendered  most  service- 
able in  restraining  young  men  from  evil  and  in  winning  them  to 
Christ?'^  was  opened  in  a  fifteen  minute  address  by  Rev.  E.  P. 
Pratt,  D.  D ,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

The  question  now  is,  how  can  these  Christian  homes  of  ours  be  utilized  ?  We 
utilize  everything  in  this  day.  We  judge  all  things  very  much  by  their  utility. 
A  man  after  going  to  Niagara  Falls  sat  down  and  calculated  the  amount  of 
water  power — how  many  spindles  could  be  turned  by  that  power. 

How  can  Christian  homes  be  made  more  serviceable  in  restraining  young  men 
from  evil  and  leading  them  to  Christ  ?  I  would  answer,  First,  let  these  Christian 
homes  be  made  bright  and  cheerful.  All  Christians  are  not  what  they  ought  to 
be.  Sometimes  religion  has  worn  a  stem,  severe  and  forbidding  aspect.  I  would 
not  perhaps  agree  with  some  who  would  introduce  what  to  me  seem  question- 
able forms  of  amusement — who  would  have  the  card  table  introduced  into  the 
parlor  and  a  billiard  saloon  connected  with  a  Christian  family.  My  views  on 
this  subject  differ  from  some  of  my  neighbors.  My  associations  in  all  those 
things  have  not  been  favorable.    There  is  no  odor  of  sanctity  about  them  to  me. 

In  the  last  place  let  Christian  parents  realize  how  much  they  owe  to  Christ, 
and  let  the  love  of  Christ,  the  grand  motive  that  should  influence  us  in  all  that 
we  do,  constrain  them.  Let  them  extend  their  influence  to  young  men — unite 
them  to  their  homes  when  they  can.  I  believe  in  leveling  ;  but  in  leveling  up, 
not  down.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  too  selflsh  even  in  our  Christianity.  I 
know  there  is  something  about  home  very  sacred.  We  do  not  like  to  have  a 
stranger,  or  persons  that  do  not  exactly  move  in  the  same  circle  we  move,  to 
sit  down  at  the  same  board  and  mingle  with  our  families.  Are  we  not  to  blame 
in  this?  Would  it  injure  a  merchant  or  others  to  invite  home  once  in  a  while 
those  who  are  engaged  in  their  employ  ?  They  would  respect  him  more  and 
respect  themselves  more.    The  young  men  would  remember  it.    When  a  young 


86 

tttan  t  was  amongst  stran^rs  in  tbe  Sonth,  and  t  shall  never  forget  the 
kindness  of  one  man  there,  who  took  me  into  his  home — I  was  engaged  in 
teaching — and  he  treated  me  as  if  I  had  been  a  brother  or  son.  That  manli 
name  and  kindness  are  indelibly  written  on  my  heart  and  I  can  never  be  sof* 
ficiently  grateful  to  him. 

Eev.  Mr.  Willett: 

How  to  make  the  religion  of  the  home  nseful  T  Well,  nse  religion  at  home ; 
make  a  practical  use  of  your  Christian  faith.  Ask  Divine  direction  about  familj 
affairs  ;  small  matters.  Let  the  children  see  and  understand  that  joa  believa 
in  the  privilege  of  having  Divine  direction  about  little  things.  This  taking 
great  things  to  God  and  leaving  the  small  matters  is  a  great  mistake.  And 
then,  further >  practically  depend  on  God  for  comfort  in  little  troubles  as  well  as 
in  great  onesi 

Anthony  Comstook,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  next  addressed  tbe  Con- 
vention. 

J.  C.  Jerome,  New  York : 

I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity.  I  speak  in  behalf  of  the  young  men  that 
have  no  homes.  I  want  to  saj  to  you,  that  those  who  have  been  able  to  make 
their  homes  happy  ought  to  bring  in  these  young  men  who  have  no  homes. 
Don't  be  afraid,  even  though  you  do  not  know  their  characters,  whether  they 
have  stood  respectably  for  years  past  er  not.  I  know  what  it  is,  from  my  own 
experience  of  the  feeling  of  home-sickness  that  possesses  a  young  man,  leaving 
home  behind  him,  who  perhaps  has  lost  his  mother  in  his  childhood,  and  may 
have  had  no  sisters  at  all>  with  none  of  this  woman's  love  which  young  men 
especially  need. 

-At  9.15  P.M.,  a  service  of  song  was  begun  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  W.  H.  Doane,  assisted  by  the  following  volunteer  choir : 
Miss  A.  L.  Eaton,  Miss  A.  J.  Omen,  Miss  Harriet  Eaton,  Mrs. 
Ricks,  Geo.  D.  Wilby,  and  Mr.  Wint,  of  Lowell  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Chester  read  the  Psalm  **  O  praise  God  in  His  Holiness,"  and  the 
exercises  continued  until  10  P.M.  when  the  Chairman  of  tbe 
Transportation  Committee  made  some  announcements. 

The  Business  Committee  also  made  the  following  report  for 
the  morning,  which  was  adopted : 

The  Bosiness  Committee  recommend  as  the  order  of  to-morrow  momin^i 
that  in  response  to  a  general  request  from  those  who  attended  the  sectional 
meeitings  this  mornings  that  similar  meetings  be  held  in  the  same  rooms  in  the 
Hard  Street  Methodist  Church,  as  before,  at  8  o^clock  A.M. 

At  the  regular  session,  9.30,  it  is  recommended  that  opportunity  be  giTen 
to  J.  M.  Cowder,  of  Detroiti  to  return  thanks  for  contributions  to  the  suflferett 
in  the  North-West. 

Topic  No.  8  be  taken -up,  '*The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  Qeneral  Seers* 
tarj,  in  and  what  Associations  is  such  an  office  necessary*^' 

To  be  opened  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  of  Penn»,  and  followed  by  five  minntsi 
^dresses  until  the  regular  order. 
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At  10  30  subscriptions  be  taken  for  the  Execntive  Committee,  Ht  tbe  close  of 
Which  the  place  of  next  meeting  be  Axed  to^lajr  at  12  o^clock. 

At  10  P.M.,  the  Doxology  was  sung,  and  the  Benediction  wafl 
pronounced  by  Eev.  J.  E.  Eankin,  D.D.,  of  Washington,  D.Q., 
and  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  9i  o'clock  on  Saturday 
morning. 

Tbe  morning  session  opened  at  9J  o^clock  in  St  PauVs  church 
with  prayer  by  E.  R  Holden,  of  Providence,  E.  I.  Her.  John  Q. 
Brown,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  read  a  portion  of  Scripture.  The 
minutes  were  read  and  approved.  Geo.  A.  Young,  of  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Associations,  read  the 
following  report  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

I. — With  reference  to  the  kind  proposal  of  M«  D,  Leggett^  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  to  present  to  each  If.  M.  C.  A.  within  the  bonnds  of  the  United  Statesi 
haying^  a  libraiy  and  librarian,  a  copf  of  the  specifications  and  drawings  of  everjr 
patent  issned  daring  the  year,  being  about  one  volume  each  week,  joor  Com- 
mittee recommend  such  Associations  as  have  the  means  at  their  disposal,  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  most  generous  offer,  as  the  possession  of  these  valuable  works 
would  form  a  strong  inducement  to  mechanics  and  inventors  to  frequent  the 
rooms  of  the  Associations.  The  only  conditions  attached  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  proposal  are  the  following. 

1st.  The  payment  of  the  cost  of  bindings  (estimated  from  1st  of  July  at  about 
$ldO  per  annum). 

2nd.  That  good  care  be  taken  of  the  same. 

3rd.  That  they  shall  be  open  for  free  examination  to  the  public 

II.-^The  Committee  recommend  that  the  fraternal  sympathies  of  this  Convene 
tion  be,  and  they  are  hereby  returned  to  the  brethren  of -the  Woodsboro  Asso- 
ciation' of  Maryland,  who  have  sent  a  letter  of  greeting  and  an  expression  of 
their  regret  at  being  unable  to  be  represented  at  Lowell. 

III. — The  Committee  do  not  deem  it  at  present  advisable  to  recommend  th«> 
appointment  of  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  for  States  and  Provinces. 

GEORGE  A.  YOQNG,  Chairman. 

Eev.  W.  W.  Martin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Besolu- 
lions,  reported  as  follows  on  three  resolutions  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them : 
JRewlution  1. — "  Change  of  the  test  of  active  membership." 
Your  Committee  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  to  change  the  standard  of 
active  membership  from  that  of  Christian  Communion  m  our  Evangelical 
Churches,  so  carefully  defined  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  14th  Annual  Convention 
at  Portland,  in  18fi9,  (page  110)  would  be  unwise  and  impracticable.  (See  page 
08  on  Temperance.) 

The  following  is  the  resolution  referred  to  the  Committee : 
Beiolved,  That  this  Convention  will  make  an  additional  test  of  active  mem^ 

bershlp  by  requiring  that  all  active  members  shall  totally  abstain  from  all  in* 

toxicating  drinks. 
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Offered  by  Rev.  Chas.  M.  Winchester,  of  Providence,    R.  t 

Association. 

EesoluUon  2.—"  On  the  use  of  Tobacco.'* 

Your  Committee  call  the  attention  of  the  movers  of  this  resolution  to  the  de- 
liverance of  the  14th  Annual  Couventiotl  at  Portland,  1669)  (page  102).  That 
in  their  judgment  a  more  explicit  disposition  of  this  subject  can  not  be  made 
by  this  Convention. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  referred  to  the  Committe: 
Bssolved,  That  we  regard  the  use  of  Tobacco  and  other  narcotics  as  ineoo- 
sistent  with  the  highest  style  of  the  Christian  life ;  and  as  of  doubtful  toleim- 
lion,  and  as  a  violation  of  the  precepts  "  Cleanse  yourselves  of  all  filthiness/' 
and  "  keep  thyself  pure;"  and  we  doubt  if  much  prayer  will  make  such  a  habiS 
right. 

Proposers,  A.  A.  Cook,  Ira  A.  Smith,  Milford  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
Mass. 

Resolution  3.— "On  the  Bible  in  Schools.'* 

Toilr  Committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  this  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  within  the  sphere  of  this  Convention  to  make  official 
declarations  upon  any  topic  which  does  not  relate  directly  to  the  work  of  Evan- 
gelization among  young  men  by  agencies  appropriate  to  their  own  organization. 
(16th  Annual  Convention,  Washington,  D.  C*  page  112.) 

The  following  is  the  resolution  referred  to  the  Committee  : 

Risoludt  That  this  International  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  pledges  itself  to 
resist  all  attempts  that  have  been  made  or  that  may  be  made  to  exclude  the 
Word  of  God  from  the  public  schools  of  the  nation,  and  that  where  it  is  tempo* 
rarily  excluded,  we  will  make  special  efforts  to  put  the  Bible  in  Roman  Catholic 
families. 

Rev.  J.  "W.  Hamilton,  Somerville,  Mass.  \ 

I  desire  to  ask  a  question  with  regard  to  these  roEolutions^  Is  the  action  of 
a'tty  previous  Convention  the  expressed  opinion  of  this  Conventioui  especially  in 
regard  to  temperance  ? 

Rev.  W.  M.  Mj^rtin : 

It  has  always  been  so  understood.  We  are  on  record  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter ;  on  the  subject  of  temperance  the  record  is  peculiarly  emphatic 

Dr.  D.  C.  Engliali,  of  New  Brunswiclc,  New  Jersey,  moved  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted,  and  the  action  of  previ' 
ous  Conventions  be  reaffirmed. 

Rev.  Charles  M.  Winchester  :   I  object  to  the  report  of  that 

Committee. 

President:  Under  the  rules  it  will  go  upon  the  docket 
Lucius  P.  Goddard,  Worcester,  Mass. ;  I  move  that  the  report 

be  recommitted  to  the  Committee ;  I  consider  the  report  an  evasion 

of  an  important  question. 
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On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  action  deferred  to  after- 
noon session. 

Robert  McBurney,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  read  the 
following  communication  from  the  Executive  Committee : 
To  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men'$  Christian  Aseodationt 
of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces : 
Beloved  Brethren — Since  the  vote  of  the  Convention  last  evening,  we  have 
tK>nBidered  the  matters  involved  in  the  refusal  of  the  Convention  to  accept  our 
declination.  We  have  sought  light  also  through  private  conference  with  all 
the  delegates  whom  any  of  our  number  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  con- 
salt.  We  have  invoked  the  guidance  of  the  Holj  Spirit.  And  now  in  view  of  aU 
the  considerations  which  have  been  presented  to  our  minds,  we  recede  from  the 
determination  formed  after  full  conference  in  our  last  meeting  in  Now  York 
before  coming  here,  and  accept  the  trust  you  propose  to  commit  to  us  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolutions  adopted  as  the  report  of  jour  Committee.  We  are, 
however,  of  the  opinion  that  if  all  the  considerations  which  presented  themselves 
to  the  minds  of  the  Committee  when  they  formed  their  determination  to  with- 
draw from  the  work,  could  have  been  presented  to  this  Convention  it  vrould  have 
been  concurred  in. 

We  press  none  of  them  now.  The  expressions  of  your  confidence,  both  form* 
aUy  and  privately  made»  have  touched  our  hearts  and  moved  our  judgments, 
and  we  yield  to  your  unanimous  request,  invoking,  as  we  begin  our  work  for 
another  year,  the  choicest  blessings  that  the  Master  can  give  upon  every 
Association,  and  upon  every  brother  who  bears  a  part  in  this  delightful  service, 
and  upon  the  young  men  of  these  lands.  Bespeaking  your  continued  sympathy, 
your  charitable  speeches  and  judgments,  your  fervent  prayers  and  your  active 
and  constant  cooperation,  we  are,  as  ever,  in  this  service, 

AiSectionately  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 
T.  G.  SELLEW,  Jr., 
JAMES  STOKES,  Jiu, 
R.  R.  McBURNEY, 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS. 

The  decision  of  the  Committee  was  enthusiastically  received 

The  Convention  sang  the  hymn  beginning 

'*  The  Consecrated  Cross  TU  bear," 
after  which  Anthony  Comstock  offered  a  prayer. 

Eichard  Grugan,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  asked  leave  to  inti*o- 
duce  a  resolution. 

Jacob  K  Watts,  of  New  Albany,  Ind.,  moved  that  the  rules 
lie  suspended  to  allow  the  resolution  to  be  offered.  Seconded  and 
carried. 

Eichard  Grugan  then  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  this  International  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  pledges  itself  to  ro- 
«ist  to  the  utmost  all  attempts  that  have  been  made  or  that  maj  be  made,  to 
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exclude  the  Word  of  God  from  the  Fablic  Schools  of  the  nation,  and  that  when 
it  is  temporarily  excluded,  we  will  use  special  efforts  to  put  the  Bible  in  BomaD 
Catholic  families. 

Eesolution  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  with  in- 
struction to  report  at  this  Session. 

Jay  W.  Cowdery,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  returned  thanks  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  who  had  suflfered  so  severely  by  fire, 
to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  throughout  the  United  States  for  the  aid  ren- 
dered to  them. 

Mr.  President  and  Brothers ;— I  am  not  anxious  to  be  heard  this  morning, 
but  I  feel  that  I  would  owe  jou  an  apology  if  I  did  not  address  you.  We  come 
especially  commissioned  by  our  Association  in  Detroit,  to  convey  onr  thanks 
to  the  brothers  here,  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  Association  ef  Detroit,  but  on 
behalf  of  thousands  of  homeless  women  and  children,  for  what  yon  have  done 
for  us  in  soj  nobly  responding  to  our  call  for  aid  during  lastly  ear.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  wish  that  you  might  understand  exactly  my  feeUags  this 
morning,  in  expressing  my  satisfaction.  If  you  could  have  stood  upon  onr 
dotks  while  this  fire  was  raging  in  the  West,  and  witnessed  the  steamboat 
loads  of  suffering  men,  women  and  children ;  if  yoa  could  have  seen  the  tears 
course  down  their  cheeks  when  they  were  relieved  of  those  awful  necessities, 
for  we  could  furnish  tliem  food  and  clothing  through  your  aid,  you  would  un- 
derstand our  gratitude  this  morning.  I  feel  utterly  powerless  to  express  ovr 
gratitude  and  the  gratitude  of  those  thousands.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  yon 
figures.  I  think  we  received  something  over  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars 
in  cash,  and  hundreds  of  boxes  of  clothing  which  were  judiciously  distributed 
among  those  sufferers.  Let  me  tell  you  that  the  people  of  the  country  suffered. 
It  will  be  impossible  for  you  in  these  rocky  hills  in  this  barren  New  Elngland, 
I  speak  now  of  the  barrenness  of  your  soil,  to  understand  how  a  man's  farm  is 
burned  up.  But  we  have  thousands  and  thousands  of  men  in  the  West  whose 
farms  were  literally  burned  up.  Every  particle  of  the  surface  soil  had  been 
licked  up  by  this  intense  flame.  Such  men  lost  too  all  their  implements  of 
husbandry  with  their  farms.  They  have  betome  objects  of  charity,  and  will  be 
for  months  to  come.  These  men  have  all  to  be  sustained  by  thMr  more  fortn- 
nate  brothers.  It  is  through  your  aid,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  been  able  to 
administer  to  them  the  necessaries  of  life.  Now,  in  behalf  of  those  suffering 
men,  women  and  children,  allow  me  to  thank  you. 

The  hymn 

**  We  share  our  mutual  joys/' 

was  sung,  when  the  Topic,  "  The  qiialifications  and  duties  of  a 

General  Secretary^  and  in  what  Associations  is  such  an  officer  neoeB- 

sary  T^  was  opened  in  a  fifteen  minute  address  by  Lang  Sheaff,  of 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  ♦ 

Mr,  Chairman  otm?  Brethren  of  the  Convention  .'—I  regret  very  much  that 
Bro.  Taggart  who  was  appointed  to  open  this  topic  is  not  present.  I  havebeeo 
seized  without  any  special  warning,  and  have  had  very  little  time  to  prepare  oa 
the  subject. 

I  went  some  four  years  ago  from  a  bu^ness  clerk  in  a  warehouse  into  the 
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rooms  of  tlie  Oinciniiati  Association*  I  felt  myself  at  that  time  wholly  incom- 
petent to  fill  the  post,  but  I  said  bj  the  Grace  of  God  I  will  do  the  best  I  can, 
leaning  on  God  for  strength,  and  asking  Him  for  Divine  wisdom  in  the  work. 
And  I  hold  this,  that  every  man  who  occupies  the  position  as  General  Secretary 
of  an  Association  ought  to  be  thoroughly  spiritual  and  deeply  pious.  He  should 
be  a  man  of  great  warmth  of  heart ;  a  man  of  clear  head  ;  a  man  with  an  un- 
common amount  of  common  sense,  and  of  great  tact.  His  duty  is  to  forget 
none  of  the  personal  wants  and  comforta^of  the  young  men  who  call  upon  him. 
His  rooms  ought  always  to  be  in  perfect  order.  He  ought  to  ha^e  a  general 
oversight  of  all  the  meetings  held  in  his  rooms.  He  ought  always  to  be  at  his 
post  of  duty  in  the  room, 

I  believe  that  every  Association  in  our  land  that  is  able,  financially,  to  sup* 
port  a  Secretary  or  Superintendent,  a  name  now  changed  to  General  Secretary, 
ought  to  have  one.  I  believe  this  from  the  experience  I  have  had  at  CinciBnati, 
and  in  the  rooms  at  Cleveland.  I  have  learned  that  some  of  the  Associations 
have  gone  down  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers  in  the  rooms. 
One  of  the  Associations  in  our  land  has  taken  down  its  flag — St.  Louis,  the  very 
last  dty  in  the  nation  that  ought  to  have  allowed  their  rooms  to  be  closed.  I 
tell  you,  so  far  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  is  concerned,  he  ought  to  be 
At  his  desk  as  much  as  possible.  Ton  do  not  know  brethren  how  many  of  these 
young  men  there  are  that  have  gone  out  West  with  just  money  enough  to  carry 
them  to  the  end  of  their  journey,  and  disappointed  in  getting  immediate  em- 
ployment, are  forced  to  go  back  to  their  homes  in  New  England.  They 
come  to  you  there  for  comfort,  for  sympathy,  for  spiritnal  guidance,  and  you  and 
I  ought  to  be  on  hand  to  meet  these  boys  and  enter  into  sympathy  with  them. 
I  believe  that  no  General  Secretary  has  any  right  to  have  anything  >  to  do 
with  the  finances  of  the  Association,  save  and  except  on  the  first  day  of  every 
month,  to  collect  his  own  salary.  I  think  this,  and  I  believe  Brother  Miller 
will  bear  me  out,  that  when  I  was  in  Cincinnati  and  the  post  of  collecting  the 
annual  dues  was  laid  upon  me,  that  I  made  myself  on  this  account  repulsive  to 
the  members. 

Eobert  Weidensall,  Omaha : 

I  wonld  just  like  to  throw  out  two  hints  in  regard  to  this  question.  For  a 
General  Secretary,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  understand  his  calling ;  he 
should  understand  it  thoroughly.  I  consider  it  should  be  made  a  profession  in 
our  schools,  just  as  teaching  has  been  made  a  profession.  The  Associations 
must  institute  schools ;  must  get  men  as  Professors  who  understand  this  insti- 
tution from  beginning  to  end.  Then  let  the  General  Secretaries  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  send  these  young  men  to  their  Professor  in  a  city  some- 
where, so  that  they  may  be  brought,  in  theory  as  well  as  in  practice,  to  under- 
stand what  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  are ;  and  so  go  forth  when 
there  is  a  vacancy  to  Indianapolis,  Charleston,  or  wherever  needed.  There  is 
a  reason  for  this  when  we  have  Presidents  who  are  over  certain  Associations, 
who  don't  care  a  straw  how  the  Associations  are  run  until  they  go  out  of  their 
positions.  They  allow  them  to  break  down,  and  are  almost  glad  to  see  them 
break  down  for  their  successors.  If  you  have  a  General  Secretary,  such  as  I 
speak  of,  it  matters  not  what  kind  of  a  man  the  President  may  be.  When  they 
are  all  educated  by  one  school  and  get  to  understand  their  work,  the  ministers 
and  churches  will  rally  around  that  man,  and  will  do  more  for  him  than  for  an 
ignorant  man.    I  have  seen  a  number  of  Associations  broken  down  by  ignorant 
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men.  I'tey  liatre  tried  two  or  three  Geiieral  Secretaries,  experimenting  off  • 
moM,  and  become  satisfied  he  is  not  the  one,  and  so  on.  I  believe  there  are 
lar^e  towns  in  this  country  like  Evansville  and  Terre  Haute  which  sboold 
educate  these  men  and  send  them  out  as  the  churches  send  out  their  minisien, 
and  they  would  receive  from  the  largest  churches  in  these  cities  sympathy  and 
assistance,  and  men  would  take  them  by  the  hand  and  give  them  a  hearty  wel- 
come and  sustenance  there.  -  To  send  young  men  to  college  it  takes  eight 
years  to  educate  them.  You  could  educate  a  man  for  the  position  tn  three  or 
four  years,  who  could  be  fully  prepared  for  its  duties. 

Another  idea ;  tt  is  that  there  is  a  misunderstanding  all  through  this  ooontiy 
on  the  subject  of  the  Associations.  The  Associations  in  New  York  have  one 
way,  in  Philadelphia  another  way,  in  Cincinnati  another,  and  so  on,  accordiiig 
to  the  local  training  and  opinions.  The  training  of  young  men  from  this  inali- 
tution  would  be  uniform. 

The  time  for  taking  up  subscriptiona  for  the  general  work  of 
the  Association  having  arrived,  E.  W.  Chase,  of  St.  Paul,  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Business  to  be 
instructed  to  appoint  a  time  to  finish  the  discussion  of  the  topic. 
Seconded  by  Edgar  A.  Hutchina  R  R.  McBurney  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  "  Lectures  and  Lecturers."     Carried  aa  amended- 

Subscriptions  were  then  received  from  Associations : 

For  Bxpenses,       Pro€eeding$,  Mon^tf- 

New  Tork * .  * |1,000  500  copies.  50  copies 

Cincinnati 250  100  25 

Providence,  R.  I , Same  as  last  jear. 

Waabington,  D.  C 100  25  25 

Cleveland,  Oliio 100  50  20 

Fhiladelpbia. 300  100 

B  rookly  n 200  25 

Hanover,  Ind 20  5  1 

Indianapolis 50 

New  Albany. Will  report  to  Ex.  Com. 

Howard  University 25  8 

Portland,  Me 20  25  '  5 

Minneapolis,  Minn 15  10  5 

Elizabeth,  N.J - *..       25  15  25 

Montclair .Same  as  last  year. 

Newark , 25  20 

New  Brunswick,  (F.  R.  Stout) 10 

Orange,  N.J 20  10 

Newton,  (F.  C.  Titus) 20  5 

Beverly,  Mass, 10  1 

Boston 200  26  25 

Belcliertown Will  report  to  Ex.  Com. 

Charlestown ,  (W.  L.  Knox) 15  6 

Fitcbburg,  (N .  H.  Whitney), 6  6 

Holden,  (J.  T.  Abbott) 6  2 

Lowell Will  report  to  Ex.  Com. 

Lynn,  (A.  Wilcomb) Same  as  last  year. 

Northampton,  (R.  Qmgen). .......       50  25 

Oakham 5  2 

Bockport.  (N.  Pool) 10  8 

Salem,  (Chas.  Mclntire,  W.  W.  Hill)       25  6 

Bomerville,  (ReV.  J.  W.  Hamilton). Same  as  last  year. 
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South  Boston. Same  as  last  year. 

Springfield 20  10 

Spencer,  (B.  Stone) 10  5 

Woroester,  (L.  P.  Goddard). 25  5 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  (W.  H.  Irwin),  10  8                       10 

Parkeburg 10  5 

MUford,  Conn^  (Geo.  G.  Baldwin)..  lO  2 

FlantsTille,  (LucioB  Upson) 5  5 

Detroit,  Mich 25  10                        10 

Hamilton,  Can 5 

PortHope 5  4                         ^ 

Toronto  aty,  (W.  Anderson) 10  5 

Ashland,  Ohio,  (/ohn  J.  Aahenharst)  10  5 

Dayton 25  2 

Portsmouth,  (Rev.  Dr.  Pratt) 25  10                         5 

Chagrin  PaUs,  (Albert  Shute) 10  3 

Toledo 25  10                       10 

Easton,  Pa.,  (John  Pox) 5  5 

Johnstown,  (Bey.  —  Fink) Same  as  last  year. 

Lancaster 10  5                       10 

Union  aty 5  3 

York 15  5                         5 

Bristol,R.1 80  10                       25 

Selma,Ala. 40  10 

Prince  Edward's  Island 20  5*                       10 

Burlington,  Vt. 20  10 

Montpelier 10  2 

RutUnd.  (Rev.  N.  Cyr) 20  10                       10 

St.  Johnsbury,  N.  B 20  5                       15 

Nova  Scotia. 

Amherst  5  2                          1 

Halifax,  (A.  W.  Eaton) 60 

Pictou. 10  8 

Truro Will  report  to  Ex.  Com. 

Yarmouth,  (Freeman  Dennis) 10  5 

Auburn,  N.  Y Will  report  to  Ex.  Com. 

Courtland. 5  5 

Fulton,  (H.  B.  Chamberlan) 20  10                       10 

Qoshen,  a  member. 5 

do.     Association 10  5 

Poughkeepsie,  (E.  Uhl) 20  6 

Saratoga  Springs,  (A.  B.  Chaflfee). .  15  2 

Concord,  N.H.,  (A.  Folger)  new. ...  10 

do.      old 30  2 

Manchester 10  5                         5 

Seabrook,  (Rev.  W.  Rand) 2  2                         8 

Yonkers,  N.  Y 5 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  (R.  A.  Orr) 150  5    Same  as  last  year. 

Germantown,  Pa 10  5 

Auburn,  Me 5  5    Same  as  last  year. 

Union  Qtv,  Pa.,  (L.  B.  Still) 5  8 

Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  (Albert  Shule) 

pd.  $2.50  2  1 

ChagrinFalls,0.,(AlfredAdams,)|9  8  1 

Belchertown,  Mass •  5  2                          3 

Peru,  Vt.,  (Nathan  LUlay)*  pd.  50. .  1 

The  Conveation  sang 

'*  We'll  help  the  camto  along.*' 

Invitations  were  received  from  the  following  Associations  to 

hold  the  next  Convention  at  their  respective  towns,  and  were 
voted  on  as  follows : 
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l8t.  Vote,  Zd  Vote. 

San  Francisco,  Oal 98  108 

Poughkeepfiie,  N.  Y 87 

Prgvidence,  R.  1 3  103 

Germantown,  Pa 3 

Eev.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  spoke  in  favor  of 
going  to  San  Francisco,  and  moved  that  the  vote  in  fitvor  of  it 
be  made  unanimoua     Carried, 

Dr.  English  moved  that  if  the  Executive  Committee  could  not 
get  the  Railroads  to  reduce  the  fare  to  San  Francisco,  they  be  au- 
thorized to  call  the  next  Convention  -at  Poughkeepsie.     Carried. 

The  Business  Committee  recommend  that  the  Afternoon  Session 
be  occupied  as  follows : 

8  o'clock. 

1st.  To  hear  final  Reports  of  Standing  Committeea 

2d.  To  pass  Resolutions  of  Thanks. ' 

3d.  At  8.30. — Continue  the  discussion  commenced  this  morning 
on  "  The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  General  Secretary,  and  in 
what  Association  is  such  an  officer  necessary?" 

4th.  At  4.30. — Take  up  for  discussion  the  subject  of  "  Lectures 
and  Lecturers  "  to  the  close.     Adjourn  at  5  o'clock. 

(Signed,)  J.  H.  CHEEVER, 

ChairTnan. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Martin,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Resolutions^ 
reported  that  the  adoption  of  the  Resolution  on  the  Bible  in  the 
Public  Schools,  was  inexpedient 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  sustained. 

After  singing  and  the  pronouncing  of  the  benediction  by  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Martin,  the  Convention  adjourned. 


Afternoon.— St.  Paul's  Church. 

June  15. 

The  Afternoon  Session  was  opened  by  H.  M.  Browne,  of 
Howard  University,  with  prayer. 

F.  H.  Smith,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Executive  Committee*s 
Report,  read  the  following  Rule,  which  was  adopted : 
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RuLB. — The  Executiye  Committee  shall ,  before  the  meeting  of  each  Convention, 
appoint  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  to  consist  of  seven  members,  who  shall 
receive  the  credentials  of  delegates  as  they  reach  the  place  of  meeting,  and  re- 
port the  same  to  the  Convention  during  its  seBsion. 

Mr.  Beard,  Lowell,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Credentials,  re- 
ported the  number  of  delegates  in  attendance  upon  the  Conven- 
tion to  be  390,  as  follows : 


LIST  OP  DELEGATES. 


BRAINERB.  CEPHAS. 
HUTCHINS,  B.  A. 


BXECUTIYK  GOMMnTKB. 

^aw  York  Oitp. 
I  McBURNBY,  R.  B. 
I  SBLLBW,  T.  G.,  Jr. 


STOKBS.  JAMES.  Jr. 
WBTMORB,  B.  C. 


CORBBSPOXDWO  MlMBBBS  OF  TBI  BXBCUTITB  GOMMITTBB. 


H.  L.  McKEE.  SelmA,  AlabamA. 
H.  H.  BrfRGBSS.  Portland,  Maine. 
Rev.  GEO.  A.  HALL.  Waabington*  D.  C. 
E.  UHL,  Poarfikeepale.  N.  T. 
Rev.  W.  A.  RJlND,  Seabrook,  N.  H. 

CORRBSPONBIVO  MBMBBBB. 


B.  R.  HOLDEK,  Providenoe,  R,  I. 
CHARLES  B.  MORRIS.  MontoUlr,  K.  J. 
H.  P.  LLOYD.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
L.  P.  ROWLAND.  Jr.,  Boatoa,  Maaa. 


Rev.  J  M  LANG,  Edinbargli,  Sootland. 
Rev  Dr.  MILLIGAN,  Aberdeen,  Sootland. 
CECIL  DOUGLASS,  Beach  Street  Chuzeh. 

Boeton,  Maes. 
Rev.  S.  W.  SEGUR,  Gk»«ceater,  Mass. 
T.  C.  JEROME,  Clinton  N.  T. 
B.  W.  CHASE,  Laconia,  N.  H. 
J.R  DOUGALL.  Montreal,  Canada^ 
W.  K  HOLMES,  Mystic  Conn. 
OSCAR  J.  HULL,  Mew  Haven.  Conn. 
H.  A.  SUMNER,  Chioaco,  HI. 
JOHN  LOVETT.  Bev^.  1 
J.  A.  DAWSON,  Boston.  Mi 
G.  L.  FALL,  Chariestown. 
Rev.  D.  A.  MORBHOITSB,  Essex,  Mass. 
JAMES  A.  CROSBY.  GrM)nfield,  Maes. 
Bev.  E.  A.  WHITTIER,  Lawrence.  Mass. 
Hon.  T.  P.  RICHARDSON.  Lynn,  "" 
M .  F.  DELANO,  Lynn,  Mass. 
A.  WHITOOMB,  Lynn,  Mass. 

ALABAMA. 


Rev.  G.  L.  GLEASON.  Manchester  Mass. 

H.  F.  PARKER,  Reading,  Mass. 

Rev.  O.  L.  LEONARD.  Rookport,  Mass. 

H.  L.  MAKECHNIE.  SomerviUe.  Mass. 

J.  B.  SB  A  VERY.  Taunton,  Mass. 

C.  N.  RICHARDS.  Washington,  D.  C. 

C.  B  SOUTH  WORTH.  Manohester,  N.  H. 

Rev.  F.  G.  CLARE.  Manohester,  N.  H. 

W.  O.  ABBOTT.  Manohester,  N.  H. 

W.  BERRIES,  N.  Y. 

G.  F.  EILBY.  N.  Y. 

H.  W.  ADAMS.  N.  Y. 

J.  L.  WELLS.  N  Y. 

Rev.  S.  L.  GEROULD.  GoffrtowB,  N.  H. 

J.  D  JONBS,  Cleveland  Ohio. 

S.  P.  FENN.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

C.  P.  SMITH.  Burlington,  Yermoni. 

C.  W.  H.  DUNCAN,  Bnrlinjrton,  Yermoni 

H.  F.  OSBORNE,  Newark,  N.  J. 


soma. 
JAMES  H.  FRANKLIN. 

CONNBOTICVT. 

Sfxdffspoft' 
DABNEY  CARR. 

Oolehultr, 
E.  L.  STRONG, 
C.  A.  WORTHINGTON. 

Meridmi, 
W.  R.  DEAN. 
W.  B.  BENHAM. 

Milford. 
Rev.  G.  H.  GRIFFIN, 
G.  G.  BALDWIN. 

My$tic  Bridif§. 
S.  P.  HOLMES, 
J.  A.  FITCH. 

Mew  S[av€n» 
H.  P.  HOADLEY. 
CHA8.  E.  UPSON. 
OSCAR  J.  HULL. 

Meuf  L<mdon, 
J.  N.  HARRIS, 
GEORGE  STRONG. 


PltmettiOs. 
LUCIUS  UPSON, 
B.  W.  TWITCHBLL. 

Waterbury. 
G.  W.  BEACH. 
Rev.  J.  ANDERSON. 

INDIANA. 

Hanover, 
B.  D.  WISHARD. 

IndianapoUt. 
R.  SEDGWICK; 
JESSE  JONES, 
B.  C.  MAYHEW. 

New  Albany, 
J.  K.  WALTS. 

ILLIlfeiS. 

*  Aurora, 
SAIOORD  HARDY. 

Patavia. 
THOS.  L.  CLBYBLAND. 

HAIlfB. 

Auburn. 
Rev.  B.  N.  FBRNALD. 


BaOL 
J.  M.  MOODY, 
G.  H.  PALMER. 

Bidd^ord, 
H.  BURNHAM, 
CD.  JORDAN. 

BlUot 
Rev.  B.  T.  SANBORN. 


Frv^urg, 


A.  F.  LEW 

HallowdL 
H.  S  OWEN. 

Letoitton, 
P.  N.  DEXTER, 
J.  G.  RICHARDSON. 

Portland,  • 
F.  A.  SMITH. 
W.  H.  HOBBS, 
S.  FRANK. 
F.  W.  McKBNNY. 

Wwithrop, 
L.  JONES. 
C.  M.  BAILEY. 
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niOHIGAIf, 

Detroit 
Tf.  J.  CRAIG, 
J.  W.  CONDRT. 

Grand  Rapid$, 
J.  HOBNBB. 

HINNBSOTA. 

MinneapolU. 
a  P.  BORLAND, 
C.  6.  MOOBRS. 

SLPatil 
1.  W.  CHASB, 
H.  H.  KNOX. 


MARYI«Alf». 

BoZttmors. 
a  J.  LINCOLN. 


DI8T.  of  OOLURIBIA* 

Howard  VnivenUu. 
H.  M.  BROWNS, 
W.  C.  BOANE. 

Washingfon, 
JAMES  MELDRtJM, 
A.  BIBLASKI. 

F.  W.  VAUGHN, 
8.  S  BRYANT. 
W.  M.  TENNBT, 
J.  R.  IMBRIE. 
r.  H.  SMITH, 

C.  N.  RICHARDS. 
R»v.  J.  £.  RANKIN. 

JVAS9ACIII7SBTTS. 

A.  H.  FIBLDEN. 

AttlefrATO. 
JOB  B.  8AVBRY, 
Bdt.  W.  H.  SXARB. 

Bemarditnvm. 
Bev.  J.  H  PARMELBB, 

B.  C.  BAGG. 

Bevwly. 
O.  WALLACE, 
J.  G.  TRASK. 

JBoBton. 
BSUBBNCROOKB, 
M.  H.  SARGENT, 
B.  STURGIS.  Jr.. 
Bev.  J.  P.  HUBBABD, 
B.  SHUTE. 
H.  E.  SIMMONS. 

a  a  MATTHEwa 

Belehertown, 
A.  CURTIS. 
A.  B.  FERRY. 

Oanibridgeport 
Bwv.  G.  B.  LBATITT. 

CharUitovm. 
CHAa  FULTZ, 
WABREN  L.  KNOX. 

G.  L.  FALL. 


.  CT  Gl 


Hon.  H.  C.  GRBELEY, 
Bay.  D.  S.  CLARK. 

FaU  Bhar. 
B.  K.  REMINGTON, 
a  P.  ASHLEY. 

FUehbu^^, 
ir.  H.  WHITNEY. 


Qri^fUm, 
J.  A.  DODGE, 
A  0.  GURNEY. 

HaverhitL 
J.  H.  NICHOLS. 
S.  L.  B.  SPEARB, 
J.  C.  EMORY. 

Holden, 
JOHNHOLDEN, 
J.  T.  ABBOTT. 

Hopkinton, 

B.  THOMPSON. 

Leicester. 

C.  A.  DENNY. 

R«v.  A.  H.  COOLIDGB. 

LovfeU. 

G.  F.  WITHEY, 

A.  W.  WEEKS, 

D.  L.  DIMOCK. 

Lynn, 
H.  W.  FRENCH, 
Rev.  T.  E.  YASSA, 
JAMBS  PATCH. 

M(trblehead. 
G.  J.  PIERCE, 
J.  B.  HILLIBR. 

Mdldm, 
B.BEA. 

MUford, 
B«T.  Dr.  A.  A.  COOK, 
J.  A.  SMITH. 

-     Nalick. 
J.  B  ADAMS. 
J.  M.  FORBISH. 

New  Bedford. 
T.  B.  DBNISON. 

KoHh  BrookAsUL 

B.  D.  BACHELOR. 

HorOuimpton, 
Rer.  R.  UROGA^, 
O.  B.  LYMAN. 

Norlhboro. 
Hon.  MILO  HILDRETH. 

Oakham. 
J.  G.  WARREN. 

A.  W.LINCOLN. 

Orange. 
RODNEY  HART. 

Reading. 
A  B.  WINSHIP, 
S.  E:  PARKER. 

Boekport 
N.  POOLE. 
N.  RICHARDSON,  Jr. 

Rutland. 
W.  A  WHEELER, 
W.  A.  DA  Via 

Salem, 
0.  McINTYRE. 

SomerviUe. 
Rev.  J.  W.  HAMILTON, 
W.  L.  HATHAWAY, 

South  Boston. 
HENRY  McCOY. 

C.  J.  LITTLEFIELD. 

apringfieid. 
G.  C.  ANDREWS, 
J.  H.  FOULDS. 


Speneiar. 
EMERSON  STONB, 
W.  UPHAM 

Stonekem. 

D.  A.  ABBOTT. 

Tovmsend  Centre, 
Rev.  G.  H.  MORSa 

WakeMd. 
H.  A  STAPLES, 
N.  A.  HUNTER. 

West  Amesbwy. 
N.  D.  TILTON. 
JAMES  D.  PIKE. 

Westrmnster. 
Rer.  W.  H.  HUNTER, 

Westboro. 
SAMUEL  CHAMBERUK. 

Worcester. 
LUCIUS  P.  GODDABD, 
H.  M.  WHEELER, 
C.  D.  TUCKER. 
G.  E  H  ROUNDY, 

B.  JEROME. 

NBW    HAMPSHIBB. 

OantU4i, 
J.  LANE.  Jr., 

C.  B.  ROWE. 

Oo^iteord. 
ALLEN  FOLGBR. 

E.  W.  ABBOTT. 

Franeestown. 
DANIEL  F.  PATCH, 
N.  B.  MARDEN. 

Ooshen. 
JOHN  BRAGDON. 

Hamptoiu 
J.  PBBKINa 

Laeoniek 

L.  B.  WEEKS, 

F.  W.  BEEVEa 

Manehest^r, 
GEO.  MURDOUGH, 
F.  E.  Fosa 

Ifashua. 
B.  O.  BLUNT. 
A  W.  LAWYER, 
a  B.  COLLINa 

New  Boston, 
J.  a  EDWARDS, 
W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Portsmouth, 

B.  KIMBALL, 

C.  SHANNON. 

NBW  JBRSBT. 

Dover. 
WABREN  SEGUR, 
A.  C.  SMITH. 

Slisabeth. 
JOHN  M.  MEEKER,  Jr., 
J.  PINGRY. 

MeddinaM  E.  Ohurdi,  J.  C 
JAAOiaFOSTEB. 

Jersey  Oky. 
W.  a  CON  ANT, 
W.  L.  DOWNa 

N0W  Brunswick. 

C.  B.  STOUT, 
F.  R.  STOUT, 

D.  C.  ENGLISH. 
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Kewark. 
W.  F.  PETTIT, 
Dr.  I.  M.  WARD. 
THEO.  F.  JOHNSON, 
n  B.  KELLER, 
Hon.  C.  C.  LATHROP. 

Orange, 
6.  E.  ADAMS. 
M.  SHEPARD, 
W.  F.  CAKDLBR, 
PlainMd, 

C.  W.  McCUTCHBON. 

Trenton, 
J.  C.  TITUS. 
R«v  J.O  BROWN, 
H-  W.  CLOSSON. 

NBBUASKA. 

R.  WEIDENSALL. 

NBW   YORK. 

Aitbum, 
8.  B   ALMT, 
G.  W.  LEONARD. 

Brooklyn. 
A.  COMSTOCK. 
Rev.  W.M.MARTIN, 
W.  G.  MELDRUM. 

Bufato. 
G.  L.  LOVEjt)Y, 
I.  G.  JENKINS. 
O.  M.  POWELL. 

OorOand. 
FBANK  PLACK 

ComfU  Uniwrtity, 

D.  B.KOHLER. 

Fulton. 
H.  B.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Goshen, 
N.  J.  KELSEY. 

iV>w  York  OUy. 
H  C.  HOUGHTON, 
F.  C   JENNINGS, 
J.  D  SHIPMAN, 
H.  R.  WHITE. 
D  E.  HARVEY, 
EDWARD  ST.  JOHN, 
JAMES  E.  PETERa 

New  York,  (Harlem  Branek), 
CHAS.  T.  KISSAM, 
S.H.BURR. 

Ogden^mrg, 
J.  8.  RAYMOND, 
L.  K  SOPER 

Poitghkssptie, 
STANLEY  BARTLETT. 
WM.  W.  SMITH. 


Sehmeetady, 
J.J.MARLETT. 

omo. 

AtJUand, 
J.  J.  ASHENHURST. 

Cleoeland, 
H.  A.  SHERWIN, 
H.  H.  HAMLIN, 
Rev.  J.  B.  TWITCHELL, 
L.  8HEAFF, 
G.  W.  COBB, 


C.  A.  SMITH. 
JOHN  STEELE, 
W.  H.  DOaNE, 
JOHN  A.  FOOTB. 

OineinnatL 
H.  THANE  MILLER, 
J.  H.  CHKEVER, 
A.  C.  SCOTT. 
W.  H.  DOANE, 
H.  A  MONTFORT, 
J.  B  WELLS, 
Rev.  J.  CHESLER. 

Dayton. 
H.  P.  ADAMS, 
J.  E.  DEAL. 
H.  E.  PARROTT. 

Portrmouth. 
Rev.  Dr.  PRATT. 

Chagrin  Fallt. 
ALFRED  ADAMS. 
ALBERT  F.  SHUTE. 

Toledo. 
T.  A.  NELSON. 
Rev.  H.  M.  BACON. 

ZaneeviUe. 
H.  G.  O.  CARY. 


PBNNSYLTAIflA. 

Burgettttoton. 
D.  M.  PRY. 

OaHvfU. 
W.  D.  SPONSLER, 

A.  BLAIR. 

Boston. 
JOHN  FOX. 

OermanUnon, 
G.  D.  STROUD. 

efreatBend. 
CHARLES  E.  BALDWIN. 

Johnstown. 
Rev.  R.  A.  FINK, 
Rev.  W  A.  FLEMING. 

Lafayette  CoUeoe  (Boston). 
D.  H.  CAMPBELL. 

Loncaeter. 
Dr.  S.  KENEAGY. 
Rev.  B.  C.  SUESSEROTT. 

Philadelphia. 
L.  D.  VAIL. 
T.  MARSHALL, 
P.  B.  SIMONS. 
D.  M.  WARNER, 
Rev.  T.  A.  FERNLEY, 
Rev.  J.  J.  JOYCE.  Jr. 

Pittsintrgh. 
Rev.  S.  A.  TAGGABT, 
J  MORROW, 
C.  L.  CLARK. 

B.  A.  ORR. 

Scranton. 
CoL  F.  L.  HITCHCOCK. 

Tidioute. 
J.  ANDREWa 

Union  OUy. 
Rev.  Dr.  READ, 
L.  B.  HILL. 

York. 
J.  BASTRASS, 
B.  A.  KING. 
G.  F.  LEBER, 
P.  C.  WIBST. 


RHODB  I8LAHO» 

Bristol 
P.  SKINNER,  Jr., 
L  A.  BISHOP, 
O.  C.  BARROWS. 
CHAS.  SALSTEEN. 

Providence. 
T.W.CHASE 
W.  H.  ANDERSON, 
A.  C.  BARSTOW.  Jr. 
Rev.  C.  M.  WINCHESTER. 
Rev.J.  W.  WILLBTT, 

E.  M.  HUNT. 

Rev.  W.  F.  BAINBRIDGB, 
SAMUEL  BOYD.Jr,, 

Westerly. 
T.  C.  CROCKER, 
J.  STILMAN. 
Rev.  A.  H.  WILCOX. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Columbia. 
C.  B.  CHICHESTER. 

TBRfflONT. 

Burlington. 

F.  W.  SMITH. 

Rev.  G.  B.  S AFFORD, 

Charlotte. 
S.  S.  PAGE, 
H.  J.  CARPENTER. 

Montpelier. 
A.  J.  HOWE. 
O.  DALEY. 

yortoich. 
Rev.  W.  SB  WELL, 
H.  B.  OLDS. 

Peru. 
Rev.  N.  LILLIB, 
U.  C.  SIMONDS. 

Rutland. 
Rev.  N.  CYR. 

Shoreham. 
Rev.  W.  N.  BACON. 

St.  Johnsbury, 
F.  B.  DENIO. 
FRANCIS  SWITZER. 


,ry  i 
'EV 


Rev.  T.  A.  STEVENS. 

Winooskl 
Rev.  A.  J.  ING ALLS. 

VIRGINIA. 

Emory. 
W.  R.  LAMBUTH. 
J.  P.  BROWN. 

Alexandria, 
J.  W.  GREEN. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Clarkdmrg. 
M.M.KERR. 

Wheeling. 
W.  H.  IRWIN. 


BRIT.    PROVINOBS 
—ONTARIO. 

BowmansxfiUs. 
H.  O'HARA. 

HamHton. 
G.  A.  YOUNG. 
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Port  Hope, 
JOHN  CRAIG, 
W.  A.  COPELAND. 

Toronto. 
T.  H.  WALLACE, 
W.  P.  CROMBIE, 
H.  C.  DIXON, 
W.ANDERSON. 

St,  Ocuherinst. 
W.  J.  M'CALLA. 

Montrsat 
ALFRED  8ANDHAH, 
JAMES  BAYLIS, 
J.  HOUGHAN, 
B.  G.  BROWN, 
W.  WRIGHT. 

8herbroo1t$, 
B.  H.  DUFF. 


NBW    BRUlfSWIOK. 

StJohn, 

E.  T.  KNOWLES, 
H.  B.  WHITE, 
H   P.  KERR, 
W.  J.  THOMPSON. 

IfOTA   800TIA. 

AmkerH. 
W.  M.  SLEEP. 

J.  s.  McLean. 

C.  H.  LONGARD, 
A.  W.  EATON, 
W.  B.  McNUTT, 
E.  J06T. 


KefUvQU. 
G.  A.  CALKINa 
Pietou. 
Dr.  G.  A.  CHRISTIK. 

Truro, 
J.  K  BLAIR. 

Windtor, 
M.  H.  GOUDGB. 

Yarmouth, 
F.  DENNIS. 
J.  BT7RRILL. 

PBIIVOB  BDITARB^ 
I8L4IVO. 

OhariotUtowm. 
F.  W.  HALES. 


Total  Executive  Cknnmittee , 

** '   Correeponding  Membeis  of  Committee. 

"     Correeponding  Members 

**     Accredited  Delegates , 


6 
10 
41 


Total 390 

011  motion,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  Committee  dis- 
charged. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  on  the  resolution 
on  Tobacco  and  Temperance,  on  which  action  had  been  deferred 
till  this  afternoon,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Win- 
chester as  Unfinished  Busines& 

C.  D.  Tucker  of  Worcester,  Mass. : 

This  qaestion  we  met  at  Portland.  Now  there  are  differences  on  this  ques- 
tion among  those  who  love  the  Saviour.  It  seems  to  me  it  cannot  be  wrong  to 
take  strong  grounds  and  make  our  thoughts  and  actions  in  regard  to  this  quii- 
tion  of  Tobacco  tally  with  Intemperance.  I  know  a  great  many  dlflfer  firom  me 
on  this  ground.  Now  I  know  a  great  many  good  men  in  this  Convention ;  oldtf 
men  than  I  am ;  further  up  in  the  record  of  these  Conventions.  I  know  thej 
differ  with  me  with  regard  to  these  things,  but  I  think  it  is  doubtful  if  Chris- 
tian men  have  a  right  to  use  Tobacco.  I  teU  you,  dear  friends.  Tobacco  is  t 
dreadful  evil  to  the  young  men  of  the  country.  I  know  this  is  not  popular 
now,  but  I  tell  you,  dear  friends,  it  is  popular  with  the  Saviour,  and  it  cannot 
be  wrong  to  throw  it  out.  I  ask  you  to  consider  this  resolution  before  you  pas 
it.  Ask  your  Heavenly  Father  to  give  it  a  place  with  intemperance,  and  put  it 
in  that  category. 

Dr.  English,  New  Brunsvrick,  K  J. : 

I  never  smoked  in  my  life ;  I  never  drank  a  tea-spoonfdl  of  liquor ;  but  I  do 
think  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Convention  every  year  with 
resolutions  on  intemperance  and  tobacco.  This  Convention,  at  the  fourteenth 
meeting,  passed  resolutions  on  these  two  subjects,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
those  resolutions  meet  the  whole  case.  I  renew  my  motion,  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted,  and  that  the  action  of  previous  Conventions  be  re- 
aflEbrmed. 
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Rev.  0.  M.  Winchester,  Providence,  R  L  : 

I  do  not  like  this  idea  of  going  back  to  Portland  on  a  subject  upon  which  the 
whole  Christian  world  is  in  advance  of  as.  This  subject  is  of  more  vital  impor- 
tance in  our  work  than  any  other  subject  that  can  be  brought  before  us.  I  say 
that  we  do  not  take  high  standards  enough.  I  saj  that  we  must  have  a  plank 
in  our  platform  that  requires  members  of  our  Association  to  be  totally  absti- 
nent, no  matter  whether  the  Chursh  of  God  does  or  does  not.  [Applause.]  We 
require  that  a  working  member  of  this  Association  shall  be  orthodox  in  belief. 
I  tell  you  being  orthodox  in  belief  wiU  never  save  men  from  hell.  That  ortho- 
doxy with  them  that  breathe  and  smell  of  whiskey  will  never  save  a  man  from 
going  to  perdition.  And  it  is  a  well  known  fast  that  there  are  members  that 
for  years  in  these  Associations  have  used  this  accursed  stuff.  They  may  use  it 
moderately  and  not  to  excess,  but  they  stand  as  stumbling  blocks.  How  can 
any  man  go  forth  to  this  work  with  the  breath  issuing  from  his  nostrils  tainted 
with  this  smeU,  to  teU  young  men  to  come  out  of  grog-shops  and  come  to  Jesus  ? 
I  tell  you,  brethren,  let  us  take  higher  ground  on  this  subject  than  the  Church 
government,  as  strict  as  it  is  on  this  subjeit.  No  matter  what  the  Churches 
say  about  it.  Let  these  young  men  go  back  to  wake  up  the  Churches,  and 
make  them  what  they  ought  to  be.  I  would  to  God  that  any  of  you  that  have 
radical  views  would  come  to  my  church  and  wake  up  these  men  on  the  subject. 
The  time  must  come  when  this  question  which  has  been  brought  into  this  Con- 
vention must  be  discussed.  I  hope  it  will  be  thoroughly  so.  My  dear  friends, 
I  only  regret  that  we  have  only  a  few  minutes  to  talk  about  it  now. 

Eev.  J.  W.  Willett,  of  Providence,  R  L,  moved  the  following 
amendment : 

Ruolted,  That  the  veeolution  on  temperance,  printed  on  the  98th  page  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Portland  Convention,  be  amended  by  substituting  "  total 
abstinence"  for  "  temperance,*'  wherever  the  latter  word  oceurs. 

This  amendment  was  accepted  by  Dr.  English,  the  mover  of 
the  resolution. 

Edgar  R  Hutchins,  New  York  : 

I  do  not  rise,  sir,  to  debate  the  question.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  doing  anything  that  will  make  the  Associations  organi- 
zations for  temperance  purposes.  I  prefer  to  do  that  when  he  says  work  under 
regular  temperance  societies.  I  think  the  brother  is  mistaken  that  there  are 
prominent  wOTkers  in  our  Association  who  are  weU  known  to  be  addicted  to  mod- 
erate drinking.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  members  of  our  Association  can  in 
any  way  act  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  religion  of  our  Churches.  I 
would  leave  this  test  of  membership  to  the  Churches. 

The  question  was  briefly  discussed  by  W.  C.  Rowan,  of  Howard 
University ;  Rev.  W.  A.  Rand,  of  South  Seabrook,  N.  H. ;  and 
Dabney  Carr,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn* 

Time  was  extended,  on  motion  of  F.  H.  Smith,  to  allow  a  vote 
on  the  resolution  of  Dr.  English. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  passed  by  a  large  majority. 
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K  W.  Chase,  of  St  Paul,  Minn.,  spoke  as  follows  on  the  qual- 
ifications of  Secretaries : 

In  repraid  to  our  inflaeaoe  over  young  men  when  thej  are  away  from  home ;  I 
come  here  from  St.  Panl,  a  city  where  probably  more  yoang  men  in  search  of 
health,  pleasure  and  business  come  than  any  other  city,  certainly  of  its  sice. 
But  few  of  these  young  men  come  directly  to  our  rooms,  but  when  they  hare 
lost  their  health  or  money  they  are  brought  there  for  relief.  Now,  I  wish 
some  measure  might  be  provided  by  which  young  men  can  be  brought  directly 
there,  if  we  can  have  them  at  all.  For  they  go  to  the  hotels  first,  and  although 
they  are  members  of  your  churches  and  Sabbath  schools,  nine^ times  out  of  ten 
they  will  never  go  into  our  churches.  If  they  were  brought  to  our  Association 
we  eould  introduce  them  to  Christian  peeple  and  take  them  to  the  Church  on 
the  Sabbath.  We  have  members  there  from  eaeh  of  our  churches  to  take  stran- 
gers to  their  churches  and  introduce  them  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
school  and  prominent  church  members,  who  will  invite  them  to  their  homes  and 
throw  about  them  their  religious  influences.  We  save  them  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  if  the  Devil  does  not  get  them  into  the  hotels.  I  ask  simply  that  every 
yeung  man  that  leaves  his  home  here  at  the  East,  wherever  our  Association 
may  have  an  influence,  may  be  furnished  with  a  letter  of  introduction  or  some 
letter  that  will  bring  him  to  our  rooms.  Their  parents  are  careful  to  famish 
them  with  letters  to  bankers  and  others^  so  as  to  get  into  business,  but  are  not 
•areful  to  furnish  them  with  letters  that  will  throw  them  under  religious  in- 
fluences. You  make  a  mistake  in  allowing  your  children  to  come  simply  for 
business,  regardless  of  their  spiritual  welfare.  I  would  suggest  that  the  As- 
sociations here  represented  should  all  be  required  or  requested  to  give  such  a 
notice  as  would  induce  young  men  visiting  the  West  to  take  a  letter  of  intro- 
duetion  which  would  bring  them  to  our  rooms,  so  that  we  can  take  care  of  them. 

J.  A.  Nelson,  Toledo,  Ohio : 

It  is  expected  that  the  General  Secretaries  shall  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  young  men  of  the  city  as  far  as  possible.  It  is  impossible  for  a  sin- 
gle man  to  come  into  contact  personally  with  them.  We  have  four  thousand 
young  men.  I  cannot  get  into  contact  with  all  these  young  men  directly.  I 
can  hunt  them  up  through  the  city  when  expedient  and  when  required  to.  In 
order  to  find  out  about  young  men  and  ascertain  their  spiritual  status,  we  have 
a  committee  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  ladies.  Our  city  is  divided  into  districts, 
and  we  have  books  with  headings  giving  all  the  statistics  we  desire  to  possess 
ourselves  of.  These  ladies  pass  around  these  districts  and  make  inquiries  about 
the  young  men  that  are  there— whether  they  go  to  church  ;  are  members  of 
churches ;  how  long  they  have  been  in  the  city ;  what  denomination  they  be- 
long to ;  what  preferences  they  have ;  and  thus  gain  all  we  desire  to  know. 
We  look  over  the  lists  and  find  out  where  a  young  man  is,  if  he  has  been  a 
church  member  somewheres.  We  write  that  young  man's  name  on  a  card  and 
send  it  to  the  pastor  of  one  of  the  churches  with  which  he  was  formerly  con- 
nected, and  that  pastor  will  go  and  look  after  that  young  man,  and  if  possible, 
draw  him  into  the  church.  Now,  as  regards  these  young  men  that  leave  our 
cities.  When  they  go  to  another  city,  write  to  one  of  the  pastors  and  say  such 
a  young  man  will  be  in  your  city  at  such  a  time,  probably  engaged  in  such  a 
place  of  business,  and  he  will  hunt  him  up  and  get  him  into  a  church.  Thus 
you  will  accomplish  a  great  work.  A  young  man  once  employed  in  one  of 
our  railroad  depots  was  leaving  our  city.    I  learned  of  it  before  he  left.    I  un- 
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detstood  the  young  man  liad  been  brought  under  the  influences  of  grace  by  the 
Association.  I  wrote  to  Brother  Sheaf,  asking  him  to  write  to  him,  telling  him 
his  story,  and  how  he  had  been  brought  to  Christ,  recommending  the  Saviour 
to  him.  I  expect  that  man  has  performed  his  duty.  I  wrote  to  one  of  the  pas- 
tors at  the  same  time  about  him.  I  expect  that  these  men  have  reached  that 
young  man  and  have  spoken  words  to  him  which  possibly  have  been  instru- 
mental in  his  conversion.  Brother  Sheaf  touched  one  point,  i.  e.,  this  matter  of 
finance.  We  found  that  part  of  the  General  Secretaries  were  engaged  in  rais- 
ing funds  for  their  own  support.  They  have  tried  that  *'  financial  plan "  in 
liouisville,  and  when  on  «i  visit  there,  I  found  they  had  a  library  of  several 
thousand  volumes. 

Thomas  Marshall,  of  Philadelphia : 

I  have  been  requested  by  several  members  of  this  Convention  to  explain  fully 
one  branch  of  the  work  of  our  General  Secretary,  on  raising  funds  to  sustain 
the  Association  ;  for  it  must  be  conceded  that  money  is  essential  to  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  all  progressive  and  enterprising  organizations.  Without  a 
motive-power  the  machinery  must  stop. 

The  finances  were  appropriately  called  by  Brother  William  M.  Martin,  at  the 
Secretary's  meeting  yesterday,  "  the  sinews  of  war.*' 

Four  years  ago  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Philadelphia  was 
several  thousand  dollars  in  debt.  They  owned  no  property,  and  had  they  con- 
tinued in  that  condition  they  would  soon  have  been  like  one  or  two  prominent 
Associations,  compelled  to  go  into  liquidation.  At  present  the  Association  is 
worth  one  himdred  thousand  dollars  dear  of  the  world.  At  the  time  referred 
to  the  duty  of  soliciting  funds  to  carry  on  the  work  (not  collecting  dues)  was 
assigned  to  the  General  Secretary.  He  started  with  a  plan  to  raise  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  for  five  years,  but  we  discovered  a  greater  liberality  on  the 
part  of  our  business  men  than  we  anticipated.  The  first  amoimt  was  secured 
in  less  than  three  months.  We  found  in  our  city, — and  no  doubt  it  is  so  io 
other  large  cities,— that  many  of  the  prosperous  Christian  men  would  aid  in 
our  work,  if  approached  by  one  who  is  familiar  with  it  in  all  its  details ;  and 
no  one  is  better  able  to  explain  this  than  the  Secretary.  Many  who  were  ap- 
proached and  aided  us,  never  before  knew  the  object  and  working  of  our  organ- 
ization, while  others  knowing  the  appeal  to  be  in  progress  volimtarily  oflfered 
donations.  Others  in  sympathy  with  Christian  work,  and  always  ready  to  dis- 
tribute from  the  abundance  which  God  has  entrusted  to  them  as  stewards, 
expressed  pleasure  in  having  an  opportunity  to  contribute.  The  only  cases 
where  our  appeal  was  received  unkindly,  were  from  one  or  two  who  ignorantly 
supposed  the  Association  to  be  active  in  the  political  movements  of  the  day. 

We  found  many  prepared  to  give  a  proportion  of  their  yearly  income  to  reli- 
gions and  benevolent  objects,  but  these  must  be  conscientiously  and  clearly 
convinced  that  it  is  a  good  investment,  and  they  will  then  contribute  every 
year.  We  aimed  high,  in  all  cases  asking  from  those  who  were  able  to  give  it 
one  hundred  dollars.  We  went  forth  in  faith  with  God's  promise  to  his  people, 
"  I  will  go  before  thee  and  make  the  crooked  places  straight ;  I  will  break  in 
pieces  the  gates  of  brass  and  cut  in  sunder  bars  of  iron :  and  I  will  give  thee 
the  treasures  of  darkness  and  hidden  riches  of  secret  places,  that  thou  mayest 
know  that  I  am  the  God  of  Israel." 

But  in  soliciting  money,  as  in  any  other  work,  it  is  true  that  "  Faith  without 
works  is  dead.'»    Mr.  Moody,  when  asked  at  the  Portland  Convention  how  cer- 
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tain  work  was  successfully  accomplished,  replied  to  three  inquiries  in  the  same 
words,  "  Work,  work,  work."  The  great  secret  of  success  is  in  not  being  easily 
discouraged.  Dark  hours  and  days  are  sure  to  come ;  but  where  we  fail  in  one 
day  we  can  accomplish  in  the  next.  Owing  to  circumstances,  business  men  are 
to  be  found  during  business  hours  in  different  moods.  Sometimes,  when  irrit- 
able and  careworn,  will  decline  a  hearing,  while  at  other  times  they  may  thank 
you  for  coming.  It  wiJl  not  do  to  drop  the  appeal  because  a  large  proportion 
refuse.  A  subscription  of  a  small  amount  daily  will  amount  to  a  considerable 
in  the  year.  This  work  of  the  General  Secretary  occupies  only  the  busines 
hours,  say  from  ten  until  two  o'clock,  leaving  most  of  the  day  for  other  work. 

To  aid  in  accomplishing  this  successfully, 

1st.  Learn  from  members  of  the  Association  or  the  Board,  the  names  of  their 
liberal  church  members  and  business  friends. 

2d.  Keep  the  appeal  constantly  before  these  by  circulars,  letters,  or  by  ie> 
questing  the  influence  and  co-operation  of  members  as  far  as  they  are  willing 
to  aid  in  the  appeal. 

8d.  Take  but  a  limited  number  of  names  each  day,  and  carefully  note  prom- 
ises to  consider  the  matter,  and  requests  to  call  again  at  future  periods. 

4th.  Make  your  subscriptions  contingent  upon  the  whole  amount  required 
being  obtained,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  calling  again  for  the  same  ap- 
peal. 

5th.  Be  sure  your  work  in  all  its  details  is  carefully  planned  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  young  men  and  carry  on  successfully  the  objects  of  the  Association. 

To  accomplish  this,  an  employee  of  the  Association  who  can  give  all  his  time 
and  attention  to  this  work,  is  the  proper  person  to  undertake  it  successfully. 
Finance  Committees  generally  composed  of  the  best  men  are  constantly  oocu' 
pied  by  their  own  business,  and  cannot  give  time  to  raise  all  the  funds  required 
in  large  Associations. 

Circulars  alone,  without  personal  appeals,  will  accomplish  nothing. 

Trust  in  God  and  work  earnestly  for  results,  and  as'co-workers  with  Him,  we 
can  look  for  large  success. 

The  Convention  sang, 

"  Work,  for  the  Night  is  Coming.'* 

Rev.  George  H.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I  contend  we  do  not  want  Secretaries  to  be  collectors,  financial  agents,  etc 
We  want  men  to  do  that  work,  but  I  contend  that  is  not  the  work  of  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary.  You  want  a  man  consecrated  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose 
heart  is  full  of  the  love  of  souls,  that  by  his  love  for  Christ,  he  will  constrain 
yoimg  men  to  act  in  raising  money  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Association.  I 
believe  young  men  have  more  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Association  whoi 
they  have  the  power  of  raising  the  meney,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
We  have  a  Board  of  Managers,  each  one  takes  a  part  of  this  money  to  be  raised, 
and  I  am  free  as  their  Secretary,  to  work  for  the  souls  of  y oung  mgOf  and  to 
plan  enterprises,  or  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  reach  young  m^ttSoughout 
the  city.  ""^     _ 

R.  R  McBurney,  New  York :  >*«^^ 

I  am  sorry  this  discus^on  has  taken  a  one-sided  turn — ^the  financial  turn. 
This  office  of  General  Secretary  has  a  great  many  sides  to  it.  I  don't  reflect  on 
the  brethren  for  giving  their  Secretary  care  of  the  finances,  nor  on  the  Associa- 
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tions  whicli  have  their  methods  different  from  New  York,  where  the  Board 
of  Directors  raise  the  money  themselyes.  I  want  to  saj  a  few  words  on  the 
question  under  consideration.  "  The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  General 
Secretary." 

Eveiy  Association  who  think  they  can  employ  a  man  to  attend  to  their  work, 
will,  if  they  attempt  it,  soon  find  that  he  has  more  than  paid  for  himself,  and 
that  the  Association  has  been  vastly  benefitted  by  it.  I  think  the  General  Sec- 
retary should  be  a  married  man.  I  have  had  eleyen  years  experience  as  a  Secre- 
tary, and  1  speak  as  a  Secretary.  I  think  he  should  know  all  about  Associa- 
tion work,  and  how  it  is  done.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  know  everything 
about  Association  work,  and  methods  in  operation  in  other  places,  and  so 
become  master  of  the  situation.  Why  if  you  have  a  bungling  General  Sec- 
retary who  does  not  know  how  work  is  done  all  over  the  country  and  the 
world,  your  work  will  not  be  well  done.  True,  he  can  find  it  out  how  it  is 
done  in  a  very  little  time,  and  become  an  efficient  Secretary  if  he  will.  He 
should  be  a  student  of  young  men ;  their  habits  of  life ;  their  temptations;  their 
modes  of  thought.  Now  this  is  necessary  for  a  Secretary  who  makes  up  his 
mind  that  he  wUl  be  master  o&his  position,  and  if  he  will  know  everything  he 
possibly  can  about  the  difficulties  of  men  for  whom  he  is  laboring.  But  the 
fact  is,  the  reason  why  I  think  more  efficient  effbrt  is  not  put  forth  by  the  Asso- 
ciations, lathe  fact  that  the  young  men  of  those  Associations  don't  begin  to  ap- 
preciate the  difficulties  that  beset  young  men,  the  temptations  to  which  they 
are  exposed,  and  are  not  in  sympathy  with  them.  I  think  he  should  be  able  to 
set  young  men  to  work.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the  most  important  qualifica- 
tions a  Secretary  should  have.  He  needs  certain  natural  qualifications ;  he 
should  be  very  sympathetic  and  magnetic ;  he  should  be  so  when  he  comes  in 
contact  with  young  men,  and  one  by  one,  if  possible,  he  wins  them  to  him. 
The  Associations  have  need  to  look  out  for  that  class  of  men — ^men  of  intelli- 
gence and  sympathy.  Men  who  can  sit  down  by  the  side  of  a  young  man  who 
is  telling  him  his  sorrows  and  troubles,  and  mix  his  tears  with  the  young  man  as 
he  tells  the  story.  The  fact  is,  by  the  influence  of  such  persons  you  get  hold  of 
them  and  lead  them  where  you  choose. 

E.  F.  C.  Knowles,  St  Johns,  N.  B. : 

All  I  wish  to  do  is  to  remind  you  that  different  circumstances  require  different 
qualifications.  A  General  Secretary  that  might  suit  for  one  place,  would  in  an 
Association  in  another  city,  probably  be  considered  not  a  proper  person  for  the 
office.  If  an  Association  is  spiritually  dead,  then  they  need  a  General  Secretary 
full  of  spiritual  life. 

Rev.  N.  Cyr,  Rutland,  Vt,  then  made  some  remarks. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fink,  Johnstown,  Pa. : 

I  say  that  Secretaries  should  not  be  employed  in  any  Association.  The 
reason  I  give  is,  that  by  such  employment  of  a  Secretary  you  will  fall  into 
the  same  difficulty  which  I  believe  exists  in  the  Church.  What  is  that? 
Why,  the  people  that  sit  in  the  pews  have  come  to  the  conduaion  that  nobody 
in  the  church  is  to  work  but  the  preacher  in  the  pulpit.  And  if  he  is  to  be 
assisted  at  all,  it  is  by  a  few  elders  and  deacons,  elected  simply  because  they  are 
good  looking  men,  and  nobody  will  object  to  their  going  around  with  the  box 
to  take  up  a  collection.    The  great  trouble  with  the  Christian  Church,  and 
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which  I  believe  was  the  canse  of  the  origination  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.%  was  the  ha 
that  the  Church  had  gotten  into  a  position  that  nobody  was  expected  to  work, 
except,  as  I  said  before,  the  preacher.  He  was  expected  to  do  everything. 
That  is  the  danger  I  apprehend  where  Secretaries  are  employed.  'What  we 
want  in  the  Associations  is  young  Christian  workers,  and  every  man  a  woTker. 
When  you  employ  a  Secretary  the  danger  is  that  nine-tenths  of  the  memberB 
will  say  the  Secretary  must  do  this  work,  which  is  their  work  to  do.  He  must 
see  to  these  men,  he  must  go  out  to  the  highways  and  hedges  after  them.  Some 
have  the  idea  that  these  Western  and  Philadelphia  brethren  have,  that  the  work 
of  the  Secretary  is  to  collect  money.  Now  the  danger  of  this  I  ■  apprehend  is 
just  that. 

Mr.  Cobb,  Cleveland,  Ohio : 

Put  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  I  thank  God  to^ay  for  the  action  of 
our  Executive  Board  in  patting  Bro.  Sheaf  in  the  Cleveland  Association.  He 
has  sent  out,  and  is  sending  out  a  hundred  delegations  into  the  neighboring 
cities  and  towns  around  Cleveland.  We  donH  know  where  we  go,  and  so  he 
lays  out  the  work  for  us.  We  go  out  in  the  morning  and  sow  our  seed,  and  in 
the  evening  withhold  not  our  hand,  and  God's  blessing  is  raising  up  fruits  that 
fill  our  hearts  with  love  to  Him. 

Hon.  John  Hill,  New  Jersey : 

I  have  been  associated  during  the  past  winter  with  one  of  the  Anociations 
represented  here,  and  have  seen  something  of  its  work  through  their  Secretary. 
J  was  present  the  other  evening  when  he  asked  for  workers  to  go  out  on  the 
street  to  hold  evening  meetings.  Some  twenty  or  thirty  remained  after  that 
meeting.  I  saw  him  take  down  their  names  to  take  part  in  the  meetings, 
which  came  on  in  that  week  and  a  week  or  two  afterwards,  to  pray  and  talk  at 
these  street  meetings.  I  saw  at  once  it  would  be  Just  as  imposedble  to  carry  on 
the  organization  without  that  live  Secretary,  as  it  would  to  have  a  train  of  cars 
to  go  along  the  road  without  a  locomotive.  I  could  see  further,  that  he  had 
enough  to  do  to  keep  this  thing  running  without  attending  to  the  financial 
matters  connected  with  the  Association.  Now  this  will  not  answer  in  country 
districts.  For  instance,  where  I  live  we  can  get  along  without  a  Secretary  of 
that  character.  The  only  advantage  of  such  a  man  is,  you  need  him  where  you 
are  carrying  on  a  large  work.  You  have  got  to  have  a  head  to  it.  What  is 
the  result  of  all  these  movements?  I  have  witnessed  It  there  this  winter.  A 
large  number  of  conversions.  Souls  have  been  brought  to  Christ.  This  is  the 
result  of  havinj^  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

The  time  allotted  to  this  subject  having  expired,  the  discussion 
of  the  topic,  ^^  Lectures  and  LecturerSj^^  was  then  renewed. 

F.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Mr,  Preiid&nt  :-^li  seemed  to  me  while  Bro.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  who 
opened  this  subject  yesterday,  was  speaking,  I  saw  a  glow  of  admiration  gather 
on  the  faces  here,  as  he  described  the  grand  system  of  popular  educavion  car* 
ried  on  by  the  Brooklyn  Association,  through  their  Lecture  Committee.  I 
saw  that  with  that  feeling  there  seemed  to  be^  mingled  one  of  pain.  They  were 
exceptions.  No  other  Association  in  our  Union  has  the  financial  standing  to 
enable  it  to  carry  it  on  as  an  education  free  to  those  who  attend.    And  the 
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object  of  mj  speakinpr  for  two  or  tliree  minutes  is  to  give  some  encouragement 
in  the  same  direction  to  some  poor  Association  which  still  desires  to  carry  on  the 
Bame  system.  It  is  our  experience  in  the  Washin^^ton  Association  during  the 
last  three  years.  For  ten  years  prior  to  that  time  the  Washington  Association 
g9.ve  every  winter  a  series  of  popular  lectures,  for  which  an  admission  fee  was 
cliargcd,  and  which  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the  Association  every  season  of  from 
three  to  twelve  hundred  dollars.  And  the  loss  to  the  Association  in  money  was 
the  smallest  part ;  for  in  consequence  of  the  character  of  the  lectures  our  Asso- 
ciation had  for  that  reason  fallen  into  discredit  with  a  considerable  portion  of 
cur  citizens.  And  it  had  become  at  that  time  a  matter  of  very  serious  consulta- 
tion and  prayer  as  to  what  we  should  do.  We  came  precisely  to  the  same  reso- 
lution as  the  Brooklyn  Association  did ;  that  the  lectures  in  Associations 
should  be  the  means  of  education  to  the  community.  We  determined  to  carry 
on  a  series  of  popular  scientific  lectures,  and  tb  employ  the  very  best  scientific 
men  we  could  obtain  from  any  institution,  city  or  town  in  the  country.  Our 
Association  had  no  power  to  give  these  lectures  free  to  the  people  of  Washing- 
ton, and  we  therefore  charged  a  rate  of  admission  for  the  entire  course,  giving 
the  benefit  of  reduced  rates  to  the  Association.  Our  members  sold  in  advance 
of  the  lecture  season  tickets  enough  to  pay  for  the  entire  expense.  The  lectures 
have  gone  on  during  three  winters  upon  that  plan,  and  they  have  been  in  our 
city  equally  as  successful  as  Bro.  Martin  describes  in  Brooklyn.  At  the  same 
time  they  have  not  only  paid  the  expense,  but  they  have  been  an  increasing 
source  of  revenue.  The  first  winter  these  scientific  lectures  netted  |600;  the 
next  about  the  same,  but  durinBf  the  last  winter,  $1,500.  We  have  determined 
to  pursue  the  same  course,  and  secure  for  the  next  season  the  greatest  scientific 
lecturers  in  the  world. 

We  have  not  yet  felt  ourselves  able  to  enter  into  these  other  educational 
instrumentalities  Bro.  Martin  speaks  of  ,*  but  we  hope  ere  long  to  do  so. 

Five  minute  addresses  then  followed. 

Lewis  D.  Vail,  Philadelphia : 

We  have  had  in  our  Philadelphia  Association  for  several  years  lectures  every 
Friday  evening,  without  any  cost  to  the  Association,  or  any  cost  to  the  mem- 
bers. We  found  that  the  best  Clmstian  men  of  our  city  v^hen  applied  to  were 
willinor  to  lecture  to  young  men,  and  that  scientific  men,  when  they  were  asked 
In  a  proper  manner,  were  willing  to  help  young  men.  We  have  diversified  the 
lectures.  Sometimes  on  the  Bible,  by  some  gentleman  who  has  travelled 
through  the  Holy  Land,  with  illustrations,  and  chemical  lectures,  and  lectures 
of  all  kinds.  The  best  men  of  our  city  come  every  Friday,  and  the  Hall  is 
crowded  every  time  with  people. 

Rev.  N.  Cyr,  Rutland,  Vt : 

In  Rutland  the  first  year  the  Lecture  Committee  made  some  mistakes,  and 
the  ministers  felt  it  was  their  duty  to  go  to  the  brethren  and  spcnk  to  them.  To 
admonish  each  other  is  one  of  our  duties.  They  made  mistakes  by  inviting 
men  to  lecture  who  had  no  sympathy  with  Christianity.  They  invited  women 
to  lecture  who  made  a  very  poor  figure,  who  gave  us  most  foolish  lectures. 
Last  Winter  they  did  better,  anl  I  hope  they  will  do  better  next  year.  60  we 
had  a  good  class  of  lectures  and  made  money,  about  $300  I  think.  Our  place 
is  very  small. 
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Edgar  A.  Hutchins,  New  York :  • 

I  rise,  desiring  to  hear  the  experience  on  this  subject  in  small  towns,  the 

work  in  large  cities  having  been  very  fully  explained,  and  the  difficultieB  being 

more  generally  found  in  small  towns. 

Dr.  English,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. : 

Certainly  our  minds  have  been  struck  very  forcibly  and  favorably  with  the 
proposition,  as  it  has  been  made  by  Brother  Martin,  for  large  dtiee.  It  mmt 
be  patent  to  every  one  that  in  smaller  Associations  it  is  utterly  impofisibls 
to  obtain  the  services  of  such  men.  And  yet  it  seems  to  be  thought  neces- 
sary that  Associations  every  year  should  have  a  course  of  lectures.  I  must 
say  though,  in  considering  this  question,  that  I  have  been  very  doubtfol 
whether  it  pays  Associations  to  go  into  this  work.  In  the  City  of  New  Bruns- 
wick we  had  a  course  of  lectures  the  past  season,  and  sold  tickets  to  the  amount 
of  about  $1,200.  These  lectures  cost  us  about  $900,  so  that  the  ABBodation 
realized  only  $300  as  the  result  last  year. 

Now  when  I  come  to  consider  the  amount  of  time  given  by  the  Committee 
on  Lectures  to  this  subject,  it  does  seem  as  if  the  money  and  time  might 
more  properly  have  been  expended  in  employing  and  paying  a  Secretary, 
or  paying  for  the  services  of  the  men  on  the  Lecture  Committee  In  Chris- 
tian work.  But  the  brethren  of  our  Association  think  otherwise,  and  we  have 
these  lectures.  I  would,  however,  recommend  to  other  Associations,  especially 
in  the  smaller  towns  and  cities,  that  it  is  best  not  to  have  a  great  migority  of 
the  lecturers  now  in  the  lecture  field.  It  has  been  our  experience  ihat  it  always 
pays  to  secure  the  very  best  men  we  can,  such  as  Henry  Ward  Beecher  and 
others. 

I  rise  more  particularly  in  reference  to  these  free  lectures.  They  always  pay. 
For  instance,  one  of  our  Professors  in  the  College  gives  us  a  lecture  on  the 
telegraph,  having  instruments  to  explain  to  the  masses.  Another  brother  who 
has  been  in  China  gives  us  a  history  of  the  customs  of  the  Chinese ;  wliilst  one 
of  the  Professors  gives  as  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  travels  in  Norway 
and  Sweden.  A  great  many  of  these  free  lectures  are  by  our  Professors  and 
our  Ministers.    I  believe  they  pay,  and  develop  an  interest  in  the  Association. 

Mr.  Bowles,  Springfield,  Mass. : 

We  have  a  good  brother  on  our  Entertainment  Committee  who  took  the  risk 
himself  of  a  lecture  course.  We  enjoyed  the  lectures,  and  when  that  course 
was  through  he  brought  up  to  the  treasury  of  our  Association  $64,  as  a  gift 
to  us. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion,  some  of  the  delegates  were 

compelled  to  leave,  and  Chaplain  0.  M.  Winchester  sang  on© 

verse  of 

"  The  Home  of  the  Soul." 

M.  H.  Gouge,  of  Windsor,  N.  S.,  offered  prayer,  which  wa» 

followed  by  singing, 

"Jesus,  Saviour  of  My  Soul." 

Prayer  was  then  offered  by  A.  B.  Chaffee,  of  Saratoga  Springs, 

N.  Y.,  and  R  E.  McBurney,  and  the  hymn, 

"  ShaU  We  Gather  at  the  River?" 
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The  Business  Committee,  through  J.  H.  Cheever,  Chairman, 
offered  the  following  "  Eesolutions  of  Thanks,"  which  were  unan- 
imously adopted : 

"  The  Convention  desires  to  express  to  the  Young  Men*s  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Lowell  its  sincere  gratitude  for  the  cordial  in- 
vitation which  it  gave  to  the  delegates  to  convene  in  this  indus- 
trious city,  and  for  the  warmth  of  hospitality  with  which  its  mem- 
bers have  received  them ; 

"  To  Governor  Washburn  of  this  State,  Mayor  Peabody  of  this 
City,  and  President  Sleeper  of  this  Association  for  their  hearty 
welcome ; 

**  To  Mayor  Peabody,  for  his  warm  sympathy  and  the  particu- 
lar favor  of  Huntington  Hall  for  the  use  of  the  Convention  ; 

"  To  those  in  charge  of  the  railroad  depot,  for  the  conveniences 
affoi^ded  us,  and  unwearied  regards  to  our  needs ; 

"  To  the  officers  of  St  Pauls  M.  E.  Church,  who  have  so  kindly 
opened  their  edifice,  and  placed  at  our  control  all  their  facilities  ; 

"  To  our  friends  generally,  who  have  admitted  us  to  their  fam- 
ilies, and  regardless  of  their  own  ease  and  convenience,  have  made 
every  provision  for  our  comfort ; 

"  To  the  Manufacturing  Corporations  who  have  opened  their 
splendid  establishments  to  our  inspection ; 

"  To  such  Railway  and  Steamboat  Companies  as  have  reduced 
their  fares  for  our  accommodation — especially  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Fitchburg  Road,  for  securing  a  free  return  over  other 
roads — to  E.  J.  Crossman,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  for  proffering  an 
extra  train  for  our  use,  and  also  to  John  B.  Winslow,  Esq.,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Road,  for  many  favors, 
among  others,  for  his  generous  offer  to  give  the  Convention  a  free 
pass  to  Boston ; 

"To  the  Press  of  this  City  and  the  Correspondents  of  other 
papers  who  have  given  our  discussions  so  wide  a  circulation  ; 

"  To  the  Citizens  who  have  attended  our  Sessions,  and  in  so 
many  ways  have  shown  an  interest  in  us ; 

"  To  Biglow  &  Main,  of  New  York,  for  donations  of  the  beau- 
tiful Leaflets  from  "Songs  of  Devotion,"  providing  the  choicest 
expression  to  the  inspiration  of  sacred  song ; 
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"To  Prof.  W.  H.  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  and  his  assistants,  for 
their  admirable  and  devoted  efforts  in  conducting  our  services  of 
praise ; 

"  To  the  President  of  this  Convention,  for  the  ahle  and  impar- 
tial manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  Sessions  of  this 
Convention.  Also  to  all  the  officers  associated  with  him,  for  the 
very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their 
duties ; 

"  To  all  these  we  owe  and  render  our  heartfelt  gratitude,  and 
shall  long  rememher  those  whose  acquaintance  we  have  formed 
under  such  pleasant  circumstances,  and  whose  hospitality  we  have 
received ;  and  in  taking  leave  of  them  here,  we  can  truly  say,  in 
the  language  of  the  beautiful  hymn, 
When  'we  asunder  part 

It  gives  us  Inward  pain. 
But  we  shall  yet  be  joined  in  heart. 
And  hope  to  meet  again/' 

The  Business  Committee  reported  an  invitation  from  Hon.  Gus- 
tavus  Y.  Fox,  President  of  the  People's  Club,  to  visit  their  Rooms, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  returned. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Afternoon  Session  were  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  R  A.  Fink,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  pronounced  the  benedic- 
tion and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


PRAISE  MEETING.— Saturday  Evening. 

Huntington  Hall  this  evening  was  crowded  to  its  fullest  capa- 
city by  an  audience  called  together  for  song,  prayer  and  confer- 
ence— H.  Thane  Miller  leading  the  service. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  the  hymns  **  Come 
thou  Fount  of  every  blessing,"  "Must  Jesus  bear  the  Cross?" 
and  others. 

The  President  spoke  of  the  service  appointed  for  the  evening. 
He  said : 

By  a  Tote  of  the  Convention,  this  evening  is  to  he  spent  in  a  free  conference 
on  the  suhject  of  personal  consecration  to  Jesus.  Now  this  meeting  is  open  to 
persons  who  lore  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  bear  their  testimonj,  and  to  recom- 
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mend  this  religion  of  Jeens  to  all  the  rest  of  us,  and  to  consecrate  oaiselves  to 
Him.  It  is  particnlArly  desirable  that  the  youngest  members  of  the  Convention 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  bear  their  testimony  for  Christ. 
This  is  not  designed  to  keep  off  any  others.  Only  we  hope  you  will  all  take 
the  very  first  opportunity  you  have  to  speak  for  Christ.  May  we  by  the  grace 
of  God  go  away  better  men  and  women  than  when  we  came. 

T.  C.  Crocker,  of  Westerly,  R  L,  read  the  8th  Chapter  of  Ro- 
mans. Arthur  ChaflFee,  of  Brooklyn,  led  in  prayer.  The  rest 
of  the  evening  was  spent  in  short  addresses,  interspersed  with 
singing,  and  prayer  for  special  cases.  The  duet  "  Where  do  you 
wander  brother  ?"  was  sung  by  Miss  March  and  H.  Thane  Miller. 
Quite  a  number  arose  requesting  prayer.  After  the  benediction 
the  meeting  adjourned. 


FAREWELL  MEETING.— Sunday  Evening. 

At  8  o'clock  the  meeting  opened  by  the  singing  of  the  hymn 
"Eockof  Agea.** 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Fink  read  the  15th  Chapter  of  St.  Luke's  Gospel. 

K  C.  Lathrop  read  the  follpwing  telegram,  dated  Waterbury, 
Conn. : 

"  Sunday  evening  we  gather  all  the  Churches,  and  Mr.  Anderson  will  address 
them  while  you  have  your  farewelL" 

GEO.  W.  BEACH. 

He  also  remarked  that  at  the  outdoor  meeting  just  closed,  in 
front  of  this  HaU,  twelve  persons  rose  for  prayer.  The  Rev.  J. 
Chester  offered  prayer,  and  "  Jesus  lover  of  my  Soul  "  was  sung. 

President  H.  Thane  Miller  said : 

To-night  we  hold  the  Farewell  Meeting  of  the  17th  Convention.  We  spend 
this  evening  as  we  have  spent  the  others,  in  listening  to  gentlemen  from  this 
dty,  and  gentlemen  representing  difibrent  localities  in  five  minute  addresses. 
Now  my  friends  I  beg  of  you  while  they  speak  these  farewell  words,  to  pray 
that  God  may  speak  through  them.  And  dear  friends  who  do  not  think  you 
love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  see  if  there  ia  not  some  message  sent  as  to  what 
you  should  do. 

Rev.  I.  W.  Hooper,  Lynchburg,  Ya.: 

When  it  was  determined  that  I  should  come  to  the  City  of  LoweU  to  attend 
this  Convention,  I  confess  that  I  had  many  conflicting  emotions.  I  felt  an  in- 
terest and  curiosity  to  see  how  the  Southern  men  would  be  received.  I  confess 
that  I  have  been  overborne  by  the  kindness,  and  courtesy  and  hospitality  of 
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all  the  people  who  have  met  me.  And  I  have  been  more  and  more  rejoiced  in 
heart  by  the  kindness  and  Christian  courtesy  of  the  delegates.  I  shall  jetum 
home  to  the  brethren  of  my  own  Association,  and  tell  them  that  I  have  heard 
the  same  songs  of  praise,  the  same  petitions  of  prayer,  and  listened  to  the  same 
glorious  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  that  we  hear  in  our  own  city. "  I  shall  ever 
thank  Qod  for  the  kindness  which  has  enabled  me  to  come  here  to  stand  for  the 
first  time  on  the  soil  of  New  England,  and  to  meet  for  the  first  time  in  Conven- 
tion with  the  members  of  the  Associations.  At  many  a  time  in  the  future  shall 
I  look  back  on  the  pleasant  associations  connected  with  this  place  and  this  occa- 
sion. 

This  is  our  Farewell  Meeting.  As  we  look  in  each  other's  faces  for  the  last 
time  on  earth,  the  last  time  that  all  of  this  congregation  shall  meet  together, 
until  we  will  be  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  when  some  will  stand  on 
the  one  side  and  some  on  the  other  side  of  the  Judge,  my  brethren,  let  us 
carry  these  thoughts  home  with  us,  and  remember  the  good  people  that  have 
treated  us  so  kindly  in  this  city,  in  our  prayers  that  the  blessings  of  God  may 
rest  upon  them.  And  that  these  precious  souls  that  ask  for  an  interest  in  our 
prayers,  may  be  heard  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  and  that  God's  good  spirit  may 
lead  them  to  the  intention  of  living  for  Him.  It  is  with  a  sad  heart  I  bid  fare- 
well to  these  citizens,  and  to  the  delegates,  but  with  an  humble,  abiding  hop© 
that  if  we  never  meet  together  on  earth,  we  shall  meet  together  in  the  general 
assembly  of  the  church  of  the  first-bom,  which  is  written  in  heaven. 

"  There  is  a  Fountain  filled  with  blood," 
was  then  sung  by  the  Convention,  after  which  the  Rev.  J.  R 
Smith,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Lowell,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr,  President  and  Christian  Brethren : — The  beautiful  prayer  we  call  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  leads  us  to  say  "Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread."  And  it  is 
then  said  to  us,  that  bread  in  the  prayer  means  not  only  the  supply  for  our  daily 
wants,  not  merely  food  for  our  physical  system,  but  more  than  that — spiritual 
nutriment,  the  grace  of  God,  that  feeds  and  nourishes  the  heart.  Upon  this 
same  principle  of  interpretation  "farewell"  means  not  only  "may  you  fare 
well "  as  to  daily  supplies  of  nutriment  and  comfort,  but  more  than  that,  higher 
than  that — fare  well  as  to  the  food  of  the  soul.  May  God  give  you  living  bread 
as  nourishment,  strength  and  joy  to  the  heart.  And  therefore,  brethren  of  the 
Convention,  we  say  to  you  to-night,  with  aU  our  hearts,  FareweU  I  May  God 
be  with  you  and  supply  you  with  aU  grace,  strength  and  comfort  until  you  go 
to  sit  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  in  heaven. 

"  Good  Bye,"  means,  as  we  are  told  sometimes,  "God  be  with  you."  If  so, 
then  from  our  hearts  to-night  we  say,  Good  Bye  I  God  be  with  you  as  you 
go  forth  to  labor,  for  if  God  be  there,  your  labor  shall  not  be  in  vain.  You  go 
forth  to  meet  young  men,  and  if  God  be  there,  ye  shaU  have  courage,  and  more 
than  that,  ye  shall  have  even  Him.  So  now,  "we  say,  remember  the  words  of 
the  great  leader  in  the  work  of  the  Reformation,   "  The  Lord  God  is  with  us." 

"  Jesus  keep  me  Near  the  Cross," 
was  sung,  after  which  the  Convention  listened  to 
C.  J  Littlefield,  of  Boston  : 

Jfr.  President,  Brethren  and  Friends : — There  are  a  great  many  things  about 
this  Convention  that  I  shall  remember  as  long  as  God  gives  me  mind  to  remem- 
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ber  anything.  As  I  have  watched  its  progress,  my  heart  has  been  enlisted  in 
sympathy  with  almost  everything  that  has  been  said — certainly,  with  every 
prayer  that  has  been  offered.  I  shall  go  home  strengthened  and  blessed  from 
what  I  hrfve  heard  and  seen  in  this  Convention.  God  has  set  His  stamp  of  ap- 
proval upon  the  efforts  of  these  brethren  as  they  have  come  together  here  to 
honor  his  name.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  twelve  strong  men  ask  the 
prayers  of  this  Convention.  As  we  go  away,  let  us  pray  God  that  he  may  heal 
their  souls.  I  feel  we  are  going  from  this  place  strong  in  heart,  better  able 
to  do  more  valiant  service  for  the  Master  than  ever  before.  We  must  gxiard 
against  losing  our  individuality  in  these  Associations.  We  are  not  going  to 
heaven  as  Associations.  We  shall  have  to  stand  before  God  to  be  judged, 
not  for  what  these  Associations  have  done,  but  what  we  do  individually. 

**  Nearer  my  God  to  Thee," 
was  sung  by  the.  Convention. 

C.  E.  Chichester,  of  South  Carolina,  was  the  next  speaker.  He 
said : 

Brethren  and  Friends : — What  is  there  not  in  that  word — Friends  ?  What 
makes  us  Friends  ?  The  love  of  Clirist  constraineth  to  forget  all  our  differences, 
to  cast  behind  us  all  our  trials,  tribulations,  and  to  stand  here  friends  of  Jesus. 
Glorious  Wordl  You  are  our  friends — we  are  your  friends — a  friend  because 
we  have  the  same  Master;  a  friend  because  we  bow  at  the  foot  of  the  same 
Cross,  It  is  with  deep  feeling  that  I  stand  here  representing  my  precious 
country.  A  country  I  love  as  you  love  your  part  of  it.  When  I  go  back  I 
shall  tell  my  friends  there  of  the  friends  I  met  here.  What  noble  hearts  you 
have  I  What  earnest  men  and  women  you  are.  [Applause.]  Now  we  are 
to  say  farewell.  We  are  to  go  home.  That  is  another  precious  word.  Away 
yonder  in  our  far  distant  homes  are  loving  hearts,  thinking  of  us  now,  praying 
for  us;  stretching  out  their  arms  and  saying  "  Come  home  I"  There  is  another 
One  who  stands  right  near  you  all  the  time,  with  outstretched  arms,  and  saying 
to  you,  Brother,  Friend,  come  home  I  Is  there  none  here  who  is  a  stranger  from 
his  home  ?  Is  there  none  here  who  is  a  stranger  from  Christ  ?  Is  there  none 
here  who  feels  that  his  heart  is  estranged  to  that  blessed  Jesus,  who,  with 
loving  arms  says,  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest." 

The  President  sang  by  request 

"  The  Prodigal  Son." 

James  Butterick,  Lowell : 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren  of  the  Convention : — A  very  pleasant  duty  has  been 
assigned  me  to-night— that  of  representing  our  Association  in  this  closing  meet- 
ing ;  and  I  accept  the  honor  which  this  assignment  brings  me  with  some  diffi- 
dence. I  may  not  be  able  to  express  what  is  in  my  heart  and  what  is  in  the 
heart  and  the  love  of  those  850  members  of  our  Association.  It  seems  as 
though  it  were  but  an  hour  or  two  ago  since  our  good  Governor  stood  here  en 
this  stage  and  welcomed  you  to  our  City,  and  we  welcomed  you  to  our  homes, 
and  proffered  you  a  place  at  our  family  altars,  and  thereby  witnessed  to  you  as 
we  could  in  no  other  way  the  cordiality  and  sincerity  of  our  welcome.  So 
pleasant  has  been  your  influence  in  our  homes,  so  grateful  have  been  your 
words,  so  strengthening  your  prayers,  so  invigorating  your  faith  and  holy  zeal 
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that  we  should  repeat  the  welcome  of  last  Wednesday  night  with  a  hundred- 
fold interest  were  it  possible.  There  is  to-night  an  undertone  of  Badneao. 
Such  are  the  uncertainties  and  possibilities  of  the  future,  so  great  and  mysteri- 
ous are  the  providences  of  God,  that  when  we  come  to  say  "  good  bye,"  our 
pleasure  in  our  meeting  is  half  alloyed  with  pain.  Dear  brethren,  that  is  our 
feeling  to-night.  We  think  that  it  almost  makes  a  man  of  the  world  Christian 
to  say  "good  bye,"  if  he  says  it  vocally.  But,  friends,  we  have  come  here  for 
this  purpose,  and  to  Christian  hearts  there  is  a  brighter  side  to  a  farewell  meeting. 
Above  all, 

"  'Tis  sweet  when  thus  we  sever. 

Since  parting  with  a  Saviour's  love. 

We  part  to  m«  et  for  ever." 

But  before  saying  that  word,  farewell,  suffer  me  one  word.  •  It  is  said  that  a 
three-fold  cord  is  not  easily  broken.  We  would  fain  to-night  weave  a  three-fold 
cord  of  Gospel  truth  with  which  to  bind  your  hearts  ancf  your  memories  in- 
dissoluble to  the  sweet  associations  of  the  hour.  Since  invited  to  take  parther^ 
to-night,  there  has  been  resting  upon  me  the  injunction  of  the  Apostle  to 
Timothy,  "Keep  thyself  pure."  Brethren,  we  repeat  it  as  we  part  with  you, 
keep  yourselves  pure.^  So  intimate  is  our  usefulness  allied  to  our  holiness,  so 
closely  connected  is  what  we  do  with  what  we  are,  that  we  must  ever  bear  in 
mind  this  injunction  of  the  Apostle  to  keep  ourselves  pure.  Naturalists  tell 
us  of  a  little  animal  so  jealous  of  its  purity  that  the  least  spot  on  its  fur  costs 
it  the  greatest  anxiety  from  its  contact.  And  those  who  seek  for  it  know  its 
charac'teristics,  surround  its  haunts  with  filth,  and  the  little  animal  rather  than 
attempt  escape  delivers  itself  up  and  sacrifices  its  life.  In  the  same  way,  dear 
friends,  we  should  all  feel  in  reference  to  sin. 

But  there  is  another  thought,  the  second  cord  with  which  we  bind  you,  and  it 
is  in  the  same  Apostle's  injunction.  **  I  am  determined  to  know  nothing  save 
Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified."  Singleness  of  purpose.  Brethren,  there  is 
no  other  object,  with  all  those .  powers  God  has  given  us,  than  the  Cross  of 
Christ. 

Again,  I  am  reminded  by  the  fact  that  I  stand  here  to-night  to  say  farewell. 
A  day,  a  year,  and  the  same  farewell  to  life  may  come;  life  will  soon  be  gone. 
Then  brethren,  in  this  three-fold  cord  let  us  bind  ourselves  to  do  this;  taking 
our  purity  and  our  singleness  of  purpose  let  us  add,  '*  whatsoever  our  hands 
find  to  do,  do  it  with  all  our  might."     Brethren  Farewell  ! 

*'  And  now  I  commend  you  to  God  "  on  behalf  of  our  Association,  "  and  the 
word  of  His  grace  which  is  able  to  build  you  up  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance 
among  all  them  who  are  sanctified." 

The  hymn 

**  Meet  me  Again  for  one  more  Friendly  Greeting," 
was  then  sung. 

James  Bayliss,  Montreal,  said  : 

Mr.  PreHdent,  Brothers  of  the  Delegation,  Christian  Friends  and  Citizens  of 
LoweU : — In  the  hour  of  supreme  exaltation  of  this  Convention,  it  is  no  small 
honor  to  be  called  upon  to  speak  for  one's  fellows.  I  find  myself  in  that  posi- 
tion now,  called  upon,  unfit  as  I  am  for  the  duty,  to  answer  for  my  brethren 
from  the  British  Provinces.  BrotHers,  the  honor  was  put  upon  me  because  of 
my  long  connection  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.     It  was  my  honor  to  welcome  to  our 
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city  years  ago  the  International  Convention.  It  was  the  fourth,  about  1858, 
when  I  as  President  of  the  Association,  welcomed  them  to  our  hearts  and  homes 
as  you  have  welcomed  us.  I  now  give  you  our  most  earnest  and  grateful  thanks 
for  the  kindness  of  the  welcome  you  have  extended  to  us.  We  come  from  all 
parts  of  that  land.  From  the  East,  the  West,  and  from  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
and  the  brethren  representing  them,  desire  me  to  say  this  to  you  from  their 
hearts,  that  when  you  extend  your  hands,  looking  through  your  eyes  deep  down 
into  the  heart,  they  feel  they  grasp  a  brother.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  that  Conven- 
tion I  have  mentioned,  I  have  kept  with  me  and  brought  with  me  to  tliis  Con- 
vention, that  which  I  esteem  among  my  greatest  treasures.  Things  which  gold 
could  not  buy,  although  in  themselves  of  insignificant  value,  but  they  are  the 
sign  and  symbol  of  friendships  formed  under  the  influence  of  Christian  love, 
that  I  hope  when  I  die  to  hand  to  my  children.  Did  time  permit  here  I  could  read 
from  that  packet  the  names  of  men  in  that  Convention  on  cards  which  I  ex- 
dianged  with  friends  who  are  now  scattered  over  this  wide  world;  who  in  their 
.  places  do  their  duty  to  God  and  man.  Now  as  time  flies  so  rapidly,  I  want  to 
say  in  thus  thanking  you,  it  is  not  mere  words,  but  words  symbolizing  the 
idea  of  unity;  the  unity  with  which  we  are  bound,  a  unity  sanctified  by  Christian 
love,  which  has  brought  us  here  to  meet  you  and  to  receive  your  welcome  greet- 
ing. When  men  go  forth  they  follow  a  leader.  We  come  at  the  command  and 
under  the  guidance  of  King  Jesus.  Now  a  King  rules,  and  to  His  sceptre  we 
bow.  And  we,  the  young  men  of  the  Christian  Associations,  hope  to  be  the 
vanguard  that  shall  lead  in  every  good  work  which  has  permeated  your  broad 
land  and  our  fair  provinces.  What  shall  be  our  rallying  cry  ?  The  rallying 
cry  we  have  and  you  have,  is,  "God  with  us."  God  being  with  us,  who  shall 
be  against  us?  And  that  leader  gives  us  a  banner;  and  upon  that  banner  a 
wondrous  sign.  It  is  but  a  simple  cross,  but  it  is  a  glorious  power.  By  that  we 
learn  to  love,  confide  and  endure;  and  with  that  love,  confidence  and  endurance, 
we  go  forth  to  whatever  He  has  called  us.  We  know  the  power  of  the  good 
old  flag.  These  good  old  flags  have  power.  Your  country  and  ours  have  been 
led  to  deeds  of  glorious  daring  under  those  banners.  Our  hearts  thrilled,  I 
know,  when  a  former  speaker  in  compliment  to  us,  referred  to  them  as  being 
side  by  side  in  peace,  I  say  Amen  !  [Applause.]  May  the  binding  cord  ever 
be  '*  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth."  I  think  these  flags  held  by  that  tie  shall 
lead  the  vanguard  for  every  good  cause  to  a  glorious  victory.  [Applause.] 
And  brothers,  ten  thousand  causes  of  discord  should  be  put  aside  rather  than 
that  bond  should  be  severed,  rather  than  these  two  great  peoples  springing  from 
one  race,  and  speaking  one  language,  should  ever  do  anything  to  break  the  unity 
that  now  binds  these  symbols  of  glorious  memories  together. 

The  hyma 

"  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds," 

was  then  sung  by  the  Convention. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  was  called  upon  by  the 
President  to  pray  for  the  twelve  men  who  requested  the  prayers 
of  the  Convention  before  the  hall  this  evening. 

Prayer  was  oJQfered  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Martin,  after  which  the 

Eev.  John  P.  Hubbard,  of  Bostob,  spoke.     He  said : 
A  blessed  theme  has  been  given  in  the  hymn  we  have  sung  of  this  brother- 
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hood  in  Jesus.  And  that  has  been  the  feeling  which  has  been  in  our  hearts  as 
we  have  been  gathered  here  together.  How  can  anybody  doubt  the  reality  of 
the  religion  of  Jesus  ?  How  can  anybody  see  such  a  gathering  of  young  men 
as  have  come  up  to  this  city,  drawn  here  by  no  motive  but  the  constraining 
love  of  Jesus  in  their  hearts  ?  How  can  anybody  doubt  the  reality  of  this  re- 
ligion ?  You  are  all  familiar,  or  most  of  you  probably,  with  what  Napoleon 
has  put  on  record  as  to  the  Divinity  of  Christ.  On  one  occasion,  to  one  of  his 
generals  who  was  questioning  about  it,  one  of  the  proofs  that  this  great  man 
brought  forward  was  this — he  said  **  that  Alexander  and  Charlemagne  founded 
empires,  and  those  empires  had  been  founded  upon  force,  and  where  are  they," 
said  he,  "to-day?  But  Jesus  Christ  founded  an  empire  upon  love,  and  to-day 
there  are  millions  who  would  die  for  Him."  And  thus  so  it  is.  The  love  of 
Jesus  is  the  one  single  thing  in  the  heart  of  the  Christian. 

One  of  the  soldiers  of  this  same  Napoleon,  who  had  been  shot  by  a  bnllet, 
was  dying.  The  surgeon  was  endeavoring  to  extract  the  bullet  from  his  heart. 
As  he  was  probing  and  cutting,  the  man  said,  with  a  smile  on  his  face,  looking 
up  in  the  surgeon's  face,  "  Cut  a  little  deeper  and  you  will  find  the  Emperor." 
There  was  love  in  the  heart  of  those  soldiers  for  their  leader.  But,  oh  !  think 
what  the  soldiers  of  Jesus  have  done  for  Him.  Think  of  this  love  which  binds 
them  together.  Dear  friends,  can  there  be  any  question  with  regard  to  that 
which  is  thus  moving  upon  the  hearts  of  men  through  the  centuries?  And 
what  is  this  Jesus  to  us  individually  ?  Many  of  us  have  been  carried  through 
doubts  and  difficulties,  but  we  have  ever  been  kept  Tby  one  thing.  We  have 
anchored  on  this  love  of  Jesus,  this  presence  of  Jesus  in  our  souls.  I  might 
doubt  my  existence,  I  might  doubt  the  sun  shining  in  the  heavens,  I  might 
doubt  as  to  the  reality  of  this  world  around  me,  but  I  can't  doubt  my  Saviour. 
We  commend  this  Saviour  to  all  of  you,  especially  to  you  who  are  young.  And 
our  one  earnest  petition,  our  invitation  to  you  who  have  not  yet  come  to  Him 
is,  come,  then,  with  us,  and  He  will  do  thee  good.  Look  at  this  band  of  young 
men  marching  under  the  banner  of  Jesus.  .  All  of  us  who  are  soldiers  of  Christ 
must  die.  But  we  shall  live  again.  We  shall  see  Jesus  triumphant,  and  see 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  under  Jesus  Christ.  Come  with  us.  Let  the  one 
thing,  brethren,  be  love  for  Jesus.  Our  power  is  Jesus  in  our  hearts.  Our 
power  is  to  give  up  all  to  Jesus.  Here  is  a  noble  field  of  usefulness  in  that 
life  which  is  entirely  consecrated  to  Jesus. 

"  Sound  the  battle  cry  "  was  sung. 

R  R  McBurney,  New  York : 

Friends  of  Lowell,  we  have  been  sitting  together  in  the  sessions  of  this  Con- 
vention, and  we  have  been  enjoying  the  presence  of  the  Saviour.  We  have  had 
our  hearts  touched  and  strengthened  by  mutual  communion  with  the  Saviour. 
And  now  as  our  Convention  is  closing,  one  thought  presses  very  heavily  upon 
my  mind.  It  is  this,  that  there  are  probably  very  many  persons  in  this  audience 
who  have  attended  these  meetings,  who  have  been  impressed  with  the  import- 
ance of  giving  their  hearts  to  the  Lord  Jesus^  Christ.  To-night,  now,  in  this 
solemn  meeting,  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  in  the  presence  of  this  audience, 
you  are  to-night  as  far  away  from  the  Saviour  as  you  were  before  the  Conven- 
tion commenced.  I  would  that  I  might  be  the  means  of  leading  some  young 
man  who  perchance  may  have  come  in  here  this  evening  careless,  indifferent,  to 
consider  the  claims  of  the  Gospel,  or  some  young  man  who  is  balancing  in  his 
mind  the  service  of  the  world  with  the  service  of  the  Lord.    It  is  very  ques- 
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tionable  whether  you  will  have  in  your  experience  as  favorable  an  opportunity 
of  offering  your  heart  to  Christ  as  you  have  to-night.  You  have  heard  the 
earnest  words  of  exhortation  in  these  meetings,  our  voice  of  earnest  prayer,  as 
it  has  ascended  to  the  throne  of  God  for  the  power  of  His  Spirit  to  fall  upon 
you.  As  Christian  friends  we  are  in  sympathy  with  you,  and  are  anxiously 
longing  to  have  you  yield  your  hearts  to  Christ.  For  we  are  banded  together 
in  this  organization,  and  we  come  to  the  Convention  year  after  year  for  no  other 
purpose  but  that  we  may  be  the  means,  in  the  hands  of  our  blessed  Master,  of 
winning  precious  souls  to  God.  We  entreat  of  you  as  one  man,  to-night,  that 
you  will  yield  to  our  Master  who  has  saved  us.  He  is  ready  to  save  you. 
Tea,  **  He  saves  to  the  uttermost  all  who  will  come  unto  Him."  Hear  his  in- 
vitation, accept  the  opportunity  which  we  offer  you  in  Christ's  stead,  and  become 
reconciled  to  Him. 

"  Come  to  Jesus  "  was  sung. 

D.  Henry  Miller,  D.D.,  Lowell ; 

I  am  pleased  more  than  I  can  express,  that  by  the  call  of  this  worthy  Presi- 
dent, and  the  arrangement  of  the  Committee,  I  am  to  utter  a  few  words — 
closing  words,  before  listening  to  the  words  of  the  gentleman  who  has  presided 
over  the  sessions  of  this  Convention.  I  can  hardly  express,  Mr.  President, 
what  I  feel  in  my  heart.  I  confess  to  a  love  of  Bible  truth,  and  the  sentiments 
to  which  we  have  listened,  this  evening  from  my  youth  up.  And  I  have  been 
delighted  and  pleased  to-night  by  the  perfect  harmony  and  unison  of  the  senti- 
ments uttered  by  our  brothers,  when  allusion  was  made  by  our  honored  friend 
and  fellow  laborer  in  this  city,  of  the  union  of  these  flags,  and  we  listened 
with  delight  to  the  kind  response  of  the  brother  from  Canada,  who  thought  it 
was  a  matter  of  compliment.  I  could  tell  him  it  embraced  something  more 
than  compliment.  Brother  Smith  meant  all  that  he  said,  and  I  say  Amen 
to  it.  I  have  loved  that  old  flag  there  that  my  brother  said  so  much  about. 
Why,  I  ask,  what  has  made  England  the  life  of  Europe  ? — ^made  and  given  her 
power,  but  her  love  of  the  precious  principles  of  the  Gospel.  There  is  a  silent 
power  here  which  overcomes  the  spirit  of  strife,  "  Christ  for  the  world  and  the 
world  given  to  Christ." 

The  Convention  then  sang, 

"  Shall  we  Gather  at  the  River," 
the  ladies  of  the  audience  singing  the  verse  and  the  gentlemen 
joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  President,  H.  Thane  Miller,  made  the  closing  address  as 
follows : 

Dear  friends,  in  a  very  few  moments  the  delegates  will  be  called  to  take  their 
stand  upon  the  platform  and  in  front  of  it,  and  with  clasped  hands,  sing  the 
last  song  of  the  Convention.  But,  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  a  few  words  be- 
fore we  go.  My  friends  of  Lowell,  you  do  not  find  yourselves  here  to-night 
where  you  were  last  Sunday  night.  There  is  a  different,  wider  and  more  im- 
portant responsibility  resting  upon  you  than  a  week  ago,  because  the  attention 
of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  community  has  been  called  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
•Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour.  And  there  are  men  and  women  in  this  town 
more  than  has  been  mentioned  in  these  public  meetings,  who  are  anxious  about 
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their  souls.  Pastors  of  Lowell,  yon  will  have  to  preach  Christ  so  earnestly,  so 
plainly,  so  lovingly,  that  these  men  and  women  shall  receive  Him  as  their  per- 
sonal Saviour.  You  officers  of  the  church  must  rally  around  the  pastor  in 
prayer  and  counsel  as  you  have  never  done  before.  And  the  membership  of 
these  churches,  dearly  beloved,  you  must  live  such  godly,  consistent  Christian 
lives,  that  these  men  and  women  who  are  looking  to  Jesus  shall  see  Him  who 
on  account  of  the  blindness  of  sin  cannot  see  far  off,  but  will  see  Jesns  if  you 
live  Him  out  and  let  them  see  His  character  in  your  lives.  Christian  women  ot 
Lowell,  there  is  such  a  looking  to  you,  such  a  criticism  of  your  lives  now,  as 
there  never  has  been  before.  All  bow  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross  and  pray  quietly 
for  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  for  the  indwelling  of  Christ  in  your 
hearts  and  lives,  that  everybody  may  recognize  you  as  a  child  of  God.  Strive 
to  attain  this  higher  Christian  living  day  by  day. 

Parents,  I  have  heard  some  of  the  children  of  this.dty  say  to-day  that  they 
will  love  and  serve  Jesus.  Parents,  you  ought  to  pray  now  for  your  children 
as  you  never  prayed  before.  God's  spirit  is  moving  upon  the  hearts  of  these 
very  children.  The  delegates  have  been  telling  what  has  been  done  for  Christ, 
and  for  their  own  souls,  and  the  children  are  anxious  to  be  saved.  Talk  to 
your  children,  pray  with  them,  see  to  it  that  they  come  into  the  Kingdom  now. 
Parents,  there  is  a  responsibility  resting  upon  you  to  come  up  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord.  Not  only  in  the  churches,  but  in  the  Association  of  LowelL  You  ought 
to  attend  the  prayer-meetings  and  offer  up  your  prayers  there.  I  have  been  ask- 
ing and  find  that  ten  or  twenty  go  there  morning  after  morning.  It  should  not 
be  less  than  200.  Business  men,  how  can  you  commence  the  day  better  than  by 
gathering  around  the  Cross  of  Jesus  and  getting  strength?  Business  men,  sup- 
port this  Association  as  you  have  never  done  before.  You  ought  now,  or  very 
soon,  to  give  this  Association  such  an  amount  that  they  shall  see  erected  a 
building  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  they  will  be  proud  of.  You  ought 
to  give  them  such  attractive  rooms  that  men  will  come  into  them. 

John.S.  Maclean  oflFered  prayer,  after  which  the  delegates  of  the 

Convention  assembled,  and  in  front  of  the  platform  joined  hands 

and  sang 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  Name." 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Eev.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  of 
Washington,  and  the  17th  International  Convention  was  declared 
adjourned  sine  die. 

The  meeting  in  Huntington  Hall  was  so  large  that  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  Merrimack  Street  was  opened  to  ac- 
commodate the  overflowing  crowds  that  assembled  to  attend  the 
Farewell  Exercisea     Peter  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  presided. 
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REPORT 


2o  the  Seventeenth  Annxwl  (Convention  of  the  Young  Men^s  Cliristian 
Associations  of  the  United  StoUes  and  British  Provinces, 

The  Executive  Committee  preseuts  the  following  as  its  sixth 
annual  report : 

L — The  reports  of  the  Corresponding  Members  of  this  Com- 
mittee accompany  this  report  So  few  were  received  at  the  time 
specified  in  our  circular,  that  it  was  deemed  unadvisable  to  print 
them  in  advance  of  the  action  of  the  Convention.  So  far  as  mate- 
rial to  the  immediate  purpose  of  this  report,  they  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

The  following  Provinces  and  States  have  reported :  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Ontario,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Michigan^ 
Wisconsin,  West  Virginia,  and  Pistrict  of  Columbia. 

n. — There  have  been  seventeen  Local  Conventions  the 'past 
year,  viz. :  The  Maritime  Provinces,  Canada,  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, West  Virginia,  and  one  of  the  Associations  composed  of 
colored  men  in  South  Carolina.  Twelve  of  these  were  attended 
by  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  one  by  Mr.  Wei- 
densall  as  its  representative.  They  were  all  fisdrly  attended  by 
delegates.     Some  were  occasions  of  greatinterest  and  usefulness. 

Ill — The  agents  representing  the  Committee,  Eobert  Weiden- 
sall  and  Eichard  C.  Morse,  have  performed  a  most  eflfective  serv- 
ice the  past  year.  Mr.  Weidensall  has  completed  his  canvass  of 
Indiana,  commenced  some  eighteen  months  since;  has  visited 
some  Associations  in  other  Northern  States ;  and  has  visited  all 
the  Associations  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge  in  the  States 
pf  West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Virgmia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 


IV. 

Mississippi  and  Louisiana.      He  reports  twenty  new   societies 
established.     Everywhere  his  reception  was  most  cordial.     • 

Mr.  Morse  began  his  work  of  visitation  in  November,  and  sus- 
pended it  early  in  May.  The  whole  of  his  time  was  employed  in 
Connecticut,  Ehode  Island,  Maine,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. No  effort  was  made  to  form  new  Associations ;  he  was 
instructed  to  visit,  encourage,  and  do  what  he  could  to  invig- 
orate those  already  existing.  The  Committee  desire  the  Con- 
vention to  hear  each  report;  the  delegates  will  thus  obtain  a 
clear  idea  of  the  need  for  this  work,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  it 
has  been  performed. 

IV. — ^The  new  Executive  Committee  will,  if  it  is  deemed  best 
to  continue  the  employment  of  agents,  find  two  gentlemen, 
Messrs.  Weidensall  and  Morse,  who  are  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  our  work  in  all  its  phases,  fully  informed  in  the  particu- 
lars of  the  history  of  the  Association,  which  is  to  such  a  con- 
siderable extent  traditional,  and  able  to  cope  with  the  difficulties 
presented  on  any  field.  This  is  counted  by  your  Conamittee  as  an 
advance.  Six  years  ago  it  would  have  been  next  to  impossible  to 
find  one  man  who  could  be  trusted  as  a  representative  of  the  Con- 
vention, who  was  willing  to  undertake  the  employment  of  visita- 
tion. It  is  believed  that  these  two  gentlemen  should  be  con- 
tinued in  the  work  they  have  prosecuted  so  well. 

The  Associations  cannot  stop  in  this  work  without  retrograding. 
They  must  go  on.  The  cause  demands  that  every  Association  in 
the  land  be  visited  at  least  once  every  year  by  representatives  of 
the  Executive  Committee;  nor  does  visitation  by  State  Com- 
mittees, useful  as  it  is,  supersede  the  necessity  of  this. 

V. — Three  of  the  State  Executive  Committees  have  during  the 
past  year  employed  agents  for  local  visitation,  viz. :  Connecticut, 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Others  would  have  employed 
agents  had  they  been  able  to  obtain  suitable  persons.  No  one  can 
do  this  work  well  who  is  unacquainted  with  the*history  of  the 
Associations  and  with  the  literature  which  their  existence  has 
evoked.  He  must  be  wise,  prudent,  pious ;  a  sensible  and  correct 
speaker,  with  a  faculty  for  organization,  as  well  as  exhortation ; 


one  who  can  anawer  objections  and  avoid  difficulties,  and  influence 
individual  men,  as  well  as  conduct  mass  and  prayer  meetings. 

VL — Concerning  the  Monthly,  a  detailed  statement  will  be 
fonnally  presented. 

Little  more  than  an  abstract  of  the  same  is  deemed  necessary 
now.  In  view  of  the  rapid  multiplication  of  oar  Associations, 
and  the  wide  extent  of  territory  occupied  by  them,  the  Monthly 
which  was  called  into  existence  at  Portland,  and  fully  endorsed 
at  Indianapolis  and  Washington,  seems  to  be  indispensable. 

Without  it  we  should  have  no  adequate  medium  of  communi- 
cation, and  the  knowledge  of  each  Association  would  be  limited, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  its  own  experience,  while  with  it  the  ex- 
perience of  each  is  made  available  to  all ;  and  thus  the  failure  of 
one  becomes  a  warning,  and  the  success  of  another  an  incentive 
to  a  thousand  others.  It  is  needed  also  to  harmonize  effort,  and 
maintain  unity  of  purpose  and  action,  if  we  desire  to  consolidate 
our  Associations  into  a  bulwark  of  Christian  strength,  or  marshal 
them  into  an  army  of  Christian  progress,  and  it  is  needed  to  make 
known  our  work  and  purposes  to  pastors  and  others,  whose  in- 
telligent co-operation  is  essential. 

But  to  make  it  of  use  as  a  medium  of  communication,  an  edu- 
cator of  the  membership,  and  an  exponent  of  our  work,  it  must 
be  both  published  and  circulated.  To  secure  these  results,  one 
of  three  things  must  be  done.  Its  subscription  list  must  be  in- 
creased by  the  immediate  efforts  of  Associations  among  their  own 
members  or  others,  or  a  publication  fund  must  be  raised  to  sus- 
tain it  while  it  works  its  way  more  slowly ;  or  Associations  must 
subscribe  for  it  and  distribute  it  according  to  their  own  discre- 
tion. The  first  method  is  believed  to  be  preferable ;  it  would  not 
only  put  the  Monthly  into  the  hands  of  the  membership  at  once, 
but  it  would  secure  the  funds  needed  for  its  publication ,  by 
the  simple  payment  of  individual  subscriptions  from  year  to 
year,  without  further  appeal  to  the  Associations;  and  in  addition 
to  this,  it  would  produce  an  income  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  gen- 
eral work  devised  by  the  Convention.  But  the  Monthly  is  de- 
voted exclusively  to  a  single  purpose,  and  cannot,  like  popular 
magazines,,  appeal  to  all  classes  for  support;   its  circulation  is 


limited  to  our  Associations,  and  virtually  to  those  members  only 
who  are  or  can  be  interested  in  Association  work.  This  may 
make  a  fund  necessary  for  a  time. 

The  issue  has  been  nearly  six  thousand  copies  monthly  for 
the  current  year. 

If  there  is  an  increase  in  the  subscriptions  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  such  as  may  rightfully  be  expected,  we  shall  be  able  to 
close  the  third  year  of  the  paper  free  from  debt  in  its  behalf  Bat 
the  Conmiittee  indulges  the  hope  that  the  action  of  this  Conven- 
tion will  place  this  matter  beyond  any  doubt,  by  enabling  the 
future  Executive  Committee  to  continue  the  publication  upou  a 
basis  which  will  secure  a  large  increase  in  the  subscription  list 
The  cost  of  publication  is  little  less  than  nine  hundred  dollars  per 
month ;  this  must  be  met  with  regularity. 

VIL — ^The  correspondence  with  Associations  abroad  has  been 
mainly  conducted  as  heretofore,  by  Mr.  James  Stokes,  Jr.  The 
interest  which  the  Societies  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  take  in 
each  other  increases  each  year. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations of  all  lands  will  assemble  at  Amsterdam  on  the  22d  day 
of  August  next  It  is  well  known  that  the  Conference  was  caDed 
for  last  year,  but  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  Franco- 
German  War.  The  programme  as  now  arranged,  has  already  ap- 
peared in  the  Monthly.  Most  urgent  and  fraternal  letters  have 
been  received  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  in  reference 
to  delegations  from  America.  It  is  believed  that  the  American 
Associations  can  be  better  represented  this  year  than  ever  before 
in  any  General  Conferenca  Some  of  your  best  men  are  already 
abroad,  several  are  about  to  leave,  and  all  have  been  solicited  to, 
and  doubtless  will,  so  arrange  their  tours  as  to  attend  upon  the 
sessions  of  this  Conference. 

^his  Committee  will  submit  to  the  Committee  on  its  report  for 
presentation  to  the  Convention  at  a  future  session,  a  list  of  per- 
sons who  have  promised  to  represent  the  Association  if  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  this  Convention. 

VIIL — ^The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Report  Of  the  Treas* 
urer : 
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The  Goiiimittee  had  on  hand  at  the  last  Report $1,164  M 

Snbecriptlona  leoeiyed  at  Washington  and  paid.. .  *  • . .  2,646  21 

Preyions  Conventions. 1,780  00 

Sale  of  Annual  Report  of  Washington  Convention 864  90 

Sale  of  Annual  Report  of  previous  Convention 107  65 

From  sale  of  Life  Meinhenhip  Certificates. 98  14 

From  sale  of  Songs  of  Devotion— 4wo  years •  541  88 

Sondries..*... 97  00 

Expended. $8,785  72 

Salary  of  Mr.  Weidensall.  $2^25 )  ^TIT^ 

Travelling  expenses,  $420.88        f ^''  $2,546  88 

$737  of  this  is  last  year's  indebtedness. 

Salary  of  Mr.  Morse.  $1,041.65 )  i  om  ah 

yravelling  expenses.  $191.78   ] 1,288  48 

Expenses  ofthe"  Monthly"..    1,750  00 

Travelling  expenses  of  persons  attending  Conventions 

at  invitation  of  the  Committee 105  00 

Publishing  Annual  Report,  &o 766  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery 695  16 

Miscellaneous  expenses 817  87 

Balaoce  in  hands  of  Committee,  from  which  is  ta  be  de- 
ducted the  expenses  of  the  Convention 1,412  43 

Now  due  from  subscriptions  $8,901 )  ^  ooo  ka 

Now  due  from  ReporU  $888.50       f 4ydw  w 

The  balance,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  is  of  recent 
origin.  Throughout  the  year  the  Committee  has  not  had  money 
enough  to  attempt  a  larger  work  than  they  have  done.  But  large 
sums  have  been  paid  in,  all  out  of  subscriptions  made  at  the 
Washington  Convention,  since  the  call  of  this  Convention  was 
issued.  If  they  had  been  made  at  an  earlier  period,  it  would 
have  been  advantageous  to  our  work. 

Detailed  statements  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures,  on  account 
of  general  expense,  as  well  as  those  relating  to  the  Monthly,  will 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  Committee  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

IX. — ^In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  Convention  is  called  upon 
to  locate  and  appoint  a  new  Executive  Committee,  this  Commit- 
tee does  not  feel  called  upon  to  make  many  recommendations. 

It  would  suggest,  however : 

1.  That  the  publication  of  the  periodical,  as  a  weekly  of  8  or 
12  pages,  of  the  same  size,  and  possessing  the  same  general  fea- 
tures as  the  Monthly,  be  considered  by  this  Convention. 
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2.  That  one  or  more  agents  be  employed  by  the  Association 
for  aggressive  woA:. 

3.  That  the  observance  of  a  day  of  prayer  be  recommended  to 
the  Association,  as  heretofora 

4.  That  as  many  members  of  our  Association  as  can  attend  the 
Amsterdam  Conference  be  delegated  from  this  Convention  to  that 
body. 

5.  That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a  General 
Secretary. 

6.  The  Committee  on  this  report  should,  at  the  earliest  moment 
consistent  with  due  deliberation,  nominate  the  new  ExedUtive 
Committee;  to  the  end  that  those  appointed  may,  before  the 
adjournment  of  this  Convention,  become  somewhat  femiliar  with 
the  work  committed  to  them,  and  to  some  extent  prepare  the 
details  of  their  plans  before  the  adjournment  There  should  be 
no  change  in  the  mode  of  constituting  the  Committee. 

7.  That  the  essays  of  Dr.  Verranus  Morse,  on  the  work  of  the 
Associations  in  small  towns ;  that  of  Mr.  Eichard  C.  Morse,  on 
the  Christian  Association  and  its  work ;  and  the  three  pamphlets 
issued  by  the  Executive  Committee,  entitled  "  Suggestions  for 
the  Organization  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,"  the 
"  Test  of  Membership,"  and  the  work  of  the  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  parts  of  the  same,  together 
with  the  Rules  to  be  compiled,  as  hereafter  proposed,  be  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  the  Manual  of  the  Associations,  heretofore 
ordered. 

8.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  directed  to  compile  from 
the  reports  of  the  doings  of  our  Annual  Conferences,  issued  since 
1863,  the  various  resolutions  and  declarations  relating  to  the 
g6vemment  of  the  Conventions  and  the  Associations  connected 
with  it,  including  the  Rules  of  Order ;  and  that  these  be  pub- 
lished as  the  permanent  rules  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  in  their  associated  action. 

9.  This  Committee  requests  the  Convention  to  reserve  to  it  the 
authority  to  prepare  and  issue  the  report  of  this  Convention,  and 
also  to  edit  and  issue  the  July  number  of  the  Monthly,  and  audit 
and  pay  the  bills  incident  to  this  Convention.     These  seem  to  be 
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more  properly  a  closing  of  the  work  of  the  year  past  than  the 
commencement  of  the  work  of  a  new  year. 

X — Eighteen  years  ago  this  month  the  first  Convention  of  these 
Associations  convened  at  BuiSalo.  The  Committee  on  Credentials 
reported  at  the  organization  that  there  were  twenty-eight  persons 
entitled  to  sit  as  delegates.  There  were  then  twenty-six  associa- 
tions on  the  continent  A  year  later  fifty-two  delegates  presented 
credentials  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  number  of  Associations  had  in- 
creased to  fifty-four,  with  an  average  membership  of  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight 

At  Albany,  in  1866,  the  Associations  having  resumed  their 
proper  work,  sixty-seven  were  reported  as  in  operation.  Fifty- 
two  were  there  represented  by  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dele- 
gates. There  was  no  limits  to  the  number  of  delegates  from  any 
Association.  Then  one  Association  had  a  home  of  its  own,  and 
three  had  commenced  serious  eflforts  to  raise  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings.  It  is  probable  that^at  that  time  the  sum  of 
$350,000  had  actually  been  appropriated  to  building  purposes. 

At  Montreal  the  matter  of  building  was  brought  prominently 
before  the  delegates,  and  since  that  Convention  it  has  been  con- 
stantly urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  brethren  by  this  Com- 
mittee. 

There  are  now  844  Associations  on  the  roll,  which  are  believed 
by  the  Committee  to  have  a  potential  existence.  This  is  seventy 
more  than  a  year  ago. 

Three  hundred  and  eighteen  have  reportfed  to  this  Convention. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-four  report  a  membership  of  52,506, 
being  an  average  of  192,  and  196  less  than  the  average  at  Cincin- 
nati seventeen  years  ago.  The  Associations  are  now  prosecuting 
their  work  in  smaller  towns ;  therf  they  were  confined  to  the  large 
cities. 

Now  twenty-seven  have  buildings,  valued  at  $1,238,800.  The 
home  of  the  Chicago  Association  has,  as  all  know,  been  again 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Sixty-two  Associations  have  building  funds  amounting,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  $552,640.  The  amount  invested  in  buildings  and 
building  funds,  exclusive  of  the  Chicago  building,  one  year  ago. 


was  $1,541,501.  The  total  amount  now  invested  in  buildings  and 
building  funds  is  $1,786,440,  showing  a  gain  of  $244,989.  Two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  Associations  report  their  current  expenses 
at  $263,482.86. 

There  are  now  twenty-six  Associations  in  colleges  and  literary 
institutions.  There  has  been  an  addition  of  seventy  to  the  num- 
ber of  Associations  the  past  year.  The  present  enumeration  is 
believed  to  be  accurate.  In  everything  that  goes  to  make  a  real 
advance,  there  is  much  to  encourage.  In  the  Provinces  and  States, 
where  there  has  been  a  &ir  attempt  at  general  work,  progress  has 
been  most  satis&ctory.  The  working  Associations  have  increased 
in  strength  and  aggressive  power.  The  additions  to  their  working 
force  have  been  considerable,  and  there  has  been  quiet,  but  most 
earnest  and  profitable  religious  interest  There  have  been  many 
conversions. 

The  abandonment  of  Associations,  reported  as  active*  one  year 
ago,  has  been  almost  wholly  among  those  which  hardly  oont^n- 
plated  the  prosecution  of  a  strict  Association  work,  as  defined  in 
our  constitutions.  Many  of  them  had  a  limited  field  of  service, 
and  no  efforts  were  made  by  neighboring  Associations  to  encour- 
age or  teach  those  seeking  to  engage  in  the  work  who  were  con- 
nected with  them.  Your  Conunittee  could  not  reach  them,  and 
hence  discouragement,  and  shortly  surrender.  The  Association 
cause  was  never  so  strong  on  this  continent  as  it  is  to-day.  It 
never  commanded  so  much  money  ;  never  had  so  strong  a  hold 
as  now  upon  public  sympathy ;  never  have  Association  men  seen 
so  clearly  as  now,  that  it  is  their  overshadowing  duty  in  these  sod- 
eties,  to  labor  primarily,  chiefly,  always  for  the  salvation  of  young 
men ;  and  never  has  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  more  richly 
blessed  their  efforts  than  in  the  year  now  closed. 

Here  terminates,  except  for  the  purposes  of  this  Convention, 
the  work  of  the  present  Executive  Committee. 

The  trust  most  unexpectedly  committed  to  us  at  Albany  six 
years  ago,  and  as  unexpectedly  recommitted  to  us  three  years 
ago  at  Portland  is  now  surrendered.  GrateM  to  God  fi» 
the  opportunity  he  has  given  us  to  bear  a  part  in  the  mighty 
work  of  these  Associations  for  the  young  men  of  the  land ;  grate- 
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fol  for  the  unwavering  confidence  and  support  of  the  brethren ; 
for  the  large  opportunity  for  correspondence  and  conference  with 
them  which  it  has  afforded  to  each  of  us,  we  hope  soon  to  see  this 
trust  committed  to  more  efficient  hands. 


CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 
JAMES  STOKES.  Jr., 
TIMOTinr  G.  SELLEW,  Jr., 
ROBERT  R  MoBURNEY, 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS, 
BENJAMIN  0.  WETMORE, 
VBRRANUS  MORSK 


-  Mceeuiive  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  WEIDENSALL. 


On  mj  way  home  firom  the  Wftshington  Convention,  I  yisited  a  considerable 
number  of  ABSociations  and  participated  in  their  meetings. 

One  of  these  meetings  was  agreed  upon  before  I  left  Washington,  and  de- 
serves special  mention.  It  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Altoona,  Pa., 
Association,  in  one  of  the  largest  churches  of  that  place.  Addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  Rev.  Henry  Baker,  of  Altoona,  and 
myself.  The  church  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The  music  was  excellent. 
Indeed  the  whole  exercise  was  full  of  interest. 

I  left  home  on  the  10th  of  July  to  commence  my  mission  work  proper  for 
the  year  just  closed.  Although  hopeful  of  success,  I  offered  up  a  fervent  prayer, 
as  the  train  swept  along,  that  the  Lord  would  bless  my  labors  as  he  had  never 
done  before.  Notwithstanding  my  shortcomings  and  mistakes^he  has  abund- 
antly answered  my  prayer. 

I  have  traveled  18,650  miles,  stopped  in  112  cities  and  towns,'  visited  42 
Associations,  assisted  by  advice  and  otherwise  82  existing  Associations,  re-organ- 
ized 2  Associations  that  had  ceased  to  do  Christian  work,  and  prepared  the  way 
to  effect  18  new  organizations.  I  first  found  something  to  do  in  St.  Louis.  The 
President  of  that  Association  had  sent  in  his  resignation,  and  a  resolution  was 
before  the  Executive  Committee  to  disband  the  Association,  or  at  least  to  suspend 
operations  for  the  time  being.  It  was  sad  news  for  me.  I  learned  this  fitct  about 
a  week  before  the  Committee  was  to  act  upon  it,  all  of  which  time  I  used  in 
visiting  the  members  of  the  Committee  to  dissuade  them  from  such  a  rash  act. 
They  all  conversed  freely  and  were  anxious  to  get  advice,  that  they  might  do 
the  best  under  the  circumstances.  I  told  them  that  they  should  neither  disband 
nor  suspend  the  Association  (which,  indeed,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  do),  but 
to  suspend  the  reading-room,  if  they  thought  best,  and  curtail  their  expenitosas 
much  as  possible. 

From  St.  Louis  I  went  to  Indiana  to  finish  up  what  I  had  left  undone  the 
year  before.  In  Terre  Haute  I  found  an  inactive  Association  with  three  hundred 
or  more  dollars  in  the  Treasury. 

Its  last  President  was  a  zealous  Christian  worker,  and  many  of  those  who 
constituted  the  membership  were  favorable  to  a  revival  of  the  old  organization. 
A  meeting  was  called,  which  was  fairly  attended,  and  in  which  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  to  take  up  the  old  organization,  and  if  they  could  do  but  little 
at  first,  to  do  that  little  well. 

I  then  went  southward  to  Vincennes,  an  old  French  town.  Though  large 
enough  for  an  Association,  another  institution  engrossed  the  attention  of  the 
people.  I  at  once  proceeded  to  Evansville,  the  second  largest  place  in  Indiana. 
Found  a  few  men  engaged  in  general  Christian  work,  and  a  Young  Men's 
organization  in  one  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches,  but  found  no  encouragement 
from  any  one  to  attempt  a  general  organization. 

At  Shawneetown,  111.,  though  a  small  place,  I  found  a  liv^  Association. 
They  are  not  satisfied  with  their  own  village  work,  but  go  out  into  the  country. 
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Thej  miuiitalii  a  dailj  prajer-meeting.  Whilst  I  was  there  a  street  serriee 
was  arranged  for  on  a  week  evening.  A  colored  man  was  sent  around  the 
town  with  a  bell  and  the  Court-house  bell  was  rung  twice.  A  lar^  crofwd 
soon  gathered,  to  which  it  was  a  pleasure  to  speak.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
jealousy,  but  all  worked  for  a  common  purpose,  whether  officer  or  piiTate. 
Thence  I  went  up  the  Oliio  River  to  New  Albany,  where  I  received  a  fiivorable 
report,  from  the  Association  organised  in  that  citj  under  such  un&voTable  dr- 
cumstances.  They  had  succeeded  beyond  all  expectations  in  theix  cottage 
prayer-meetings.  I  asked  them  whether  they  had  tried  street  preachiiig. 
They  shrugged  their  shoulders  and  declared  that  they  would  be  ridiculed  if 
they  would  attempt  such  a  thing.  I  told  them  I  would  speak  if  tbey  would 
assist  in  the  meeting.  A  cabinet  organ  was  taken  on  to  the  street  comOT,  and 
an  experienced  musician  took  charge  of  the  singing.  One  hymn  was  scaicdy 
sung  before  the  multitude  thronged  on  every  side.  After  singing  another 
hymn,  I  spoke  to  a  most  attentive  audience  for  twenty-five  minutes.  Thinking 
that  no  others  wanted  to  speak,  I  dismissed  the  congregation  after  a  closing 
hymn ;  but  many  of  the  members  of  the  Association  thought  the  services  were 
too  short.  The  crowd  also  lingered.  Indeed  I  could  haye  gotten  a  number  to 
speak.  This  Association  seems  to  be  in  earnest.  What  they  have  done  sfaioe 
has  been  published  in  The  Moiithlt. 

I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Louisville  Anoda- 
tion,  and  spent  considerable  time  with  the  general  secretary. 

At  Seymour,  on  the  Jefferson ville  and  Indianapolis  Railroad,  I  organised 
an  Association.  I  addressed  a  large  and  promiscuous  multitude  at  the  depot,<fli 
Sabbath  evening,  just  before  Church  service.  By  request  of  the  congregation 
I  consented  to  preach  at  the  same  place  on  Monday  evening,  at  a  later  hour, 
to  acconmiodate  the  working  people.  The  next  day  I  was  prevailed  upon  to 
accompany  a  large  excursion  of  Good  Templars,  with  a  view  to  address  them 
on  the  subject  of  temperance.  Spent  several  days  at  Indianapolis,  prq[iaiing 
for  a  trip  Uirough  the  north-eastern  x>art  of  the  State. 

At  Michigan  City,  on  Lake  Michigan,  the  first  pdnt  in  my  projected  trip, 
I  made  the  acquaintance  of  some  very  e^onest  Christian  men,  who  were  ever 
ready  to  enter  into  any  combination  that  would  truly  advance  the  Mast^'i 
kingdom.  No  Association  had  ever  existed  there.  At  a  called  meeting  I  ex- 
plained the  nature  and  object  of  our  Association,  when  it  was  immediately 
resolved  to  begin  the  work  of  organissation. 

On  the  same  day  I  had  an  appointment  with  the  Germans  to  form  a  Ythnglings 
Verein,  in  which  I  was  successful.  That  was  a  day  of  toil  for  me.  I  started 
two  Associations,  spoke  seven  times,  and  was  iktigued  also  with  much  walking. 

Michigan  aty  is  the  site  of  the  North  Indiana  Penitentiary,  and  Is  also  a 
shipping  point.    Hence  it  affords  a  good  field  for  Association  work. 

Thence  I  went  to  Laporte,  where  an  Association  once  existed  and  bad  fiidled 
under  rather  peculiar  circumstanoee.  This  fsct  stood  in  the  way  of  reorganisa- 
tion. It  being  in  the  hot  season,  also,  some  of  the  ministers  were  absent  and 
others  were  about  to  go.  Instead  of  holding  a  meeting  at  once,  I  called  upon 
representative  members  in  all  the  churches  and  had  them  to  commit  themselves 
to  hold  a  meeting  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  I  specified  some  things  that 
they  could  do,  and  suggested  the  form  of  organisation  that  they  would  mosi 
probably  require.    I  never  received  a  report  from  them. 

At  South  Bend  there  seemed  to  be  a  manifest  dedre  to  form  an  Associatioa. 
A  meeting  was  called  and  an  organisation  began. 
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Thanoe  I  want  to  Fort  Wayne,  where  oar  ABSocUtlon  had  both  friends  and 
foee.  Behig  a  large  manufkctoring  town,  it  afforded  a  rich'  hanreet  to  Anocialion 
labor.  I  canyasned  the  City  thoroughlj,  hunted  oat  from  every  quarter  its 
choice  men.  A  meeting  was  held  and  an  Association  unanimoaslj  agreed  upon. 
Another  meeting  was  appointed  to  adopt  a  Constitution,  which  I  stayed  over  to 
attend.  Everything  was  satisfiietorily  arranged.  Daring  my  stay  in  Fort 
Wayne  I  also  secured  the  formation  of  a  Y&ngling's  Verein  in  a  Reform  Church. 
The  Society  had  existed  for  some  years,  as  an  Aid  Society,  but  as  the  object  for 
wliich  it  was  organised  no  longer  existed,  I  had  them  to  change  its  character  to 
that  of  a  T.  M.  C.  A.  At  Fort  Wayne  I  received  orders  from  Mr.  Brainerd  to 
report  to  Mr.  A.  F.  Gibbons,  Cor.  Mem.  for  West  Va.  I  started  forthwith, 
passed  through  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  entered  West 
Va.  at  Wlieeling,  where  a  Committee  welcomed  me  and  furnished  me  with  a 
printed  circular,  which  they  had  sent  to  almost  every  town  in  the  State.  This 
facilitated  my  work  very  mucli,  as  I  was  properly  advertised  in  every  town  as 
soon  as  I  made  myself  known.  The  next  day  after  my  arrival  in  Wheding  I 
commenced  the  canvass  of  the  State. 

At  Wellsburg,  Moundsville,  Fsirmount,  Grafton,  Clarksburg  and  Point 
Pleasant,  I  organised  new  Associations.  At  Morgantown  I  found  an  organisa- 
tion in  the  Methodist  Church,  but  no  general  Association  In  the  town,  or  in  the 
State  University  located  there.  I  deemed  it  unadvisable  to  start  a  general 
organization  In  town,  but  obtained  permission  of  the  Faculty  of  the  University 
to  lay  the  matter  befbre  the  students.  An  appointed  meeting  was  well  attended 
by  the  students,  and  after  short  addresses  by  several  of  the  Professors  and 
myself,  a  resolution  prevailed  to  form  an  Association.  This  was  the  first  organ- 
ised religions  efibrt  in  that  University,  which  had  an  existence  of  four  years  and 
had  then  over  one  hundred  students. 

I  visited  aad  advised  with  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Wheeling,  Charles- 
ton and  Maiden  Associations,  and  addressed  a  very  large  meeting,  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Parkersburg  Association.  I  also  visited  Martinsburg,  West 
Va.,  Froetburg  and  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  Winchester,  Vs.,  but  circumstances 
were  unfavorable,  and  I  did  not  attempt  to  organise. 

The  West  Virginia  Convention  of  Associations,  assembled  according  to  ap- 
pointment, in  the  early  part  of  December.  Its  business  sessions  lasted  two 
days,  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  many  of  the  delegates  remained  over  Sabbath. 
Daily  prayer-meetings  had  been  held  for  a  week  by  the  Clarksburg  Assodatioa 
previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  Convention  in  that  place.  The  delegation 
was  not  BO  large  as  was  expected,  but  the  interest  was  much  greater.  AU  the 
delegates  entered  warmly  Into  the  business  matters  and  diseuasions  Of  the  Con- 
vention ;  and  the  evening  meetings  were  tlironged  by  the  dtiaens.  Especially 
was  this  the  case  with  the  last  meeting  on  Sabbath  evening  in  the  South  Metho- 
dist Church.  All  denominations  were  there,  Episoopjalians,  Baptists,  Presbyte- 
rians, Lutherans,  North  and  South  Methodists.  One  question,  personal  conse- 
cration, absorbed  all  attention.  For  nearly  three  hours,  young  men  who  were 
unable  to  get  seats,  stood  in  crowds  near  the  door  and  listened  with  intense 
interest.  Old  men  and  women,  and  even  children,  were  present  to  hear.  The 
meeting  commenced  with  parents  asking  prayers  for  their  children,  sisters  for 
their  brothers,  and  wives  for  their  husbands.  Christian  men  went  from  that 
meeting  asking  what  they  should  do  to  live  nearer  Christ. 

While  making  arrangements  for  a  partial  canvass  of  the  South,  I  was  in- 
vited by  the  Committee  to  spend  a  week  or  two  in  New  York  C^ty  to  study 
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the  Associations  in  that  yicinitj,  and  to  compare  views  with  the  memben  d 
the  Execative  Committee,  that  I  might  be  better  qualified  to  labor  in  the  fidd 
assi^ed  me. 

Accordingly,  I  spent  two  weeks  in  and  about  New  York  City,  indndingtbe 
holidays.  I  tliink  that  my  time  there  was  well  employed.  During tmy  stay  in 
New  York,  it  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  that  I  should  visit  the  moit 
important  cities  and  towns  of  the  South,  as  well  as  institutions  of  learning. 

Returned  to  Baltimore  and  there  marked  out  my  southern  route.  Ereiy 
kindness  was  shown  me  by  the  Baltimore  brethren.  I  took  part  in  their  meet- 
ings and  addressed  a  public  temperance  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  the  is- 
sociation.  At  Washington,  I  obtained  from  Mr.  Hall  (who,  with  Mr.  Lee,  had 
canvassed  the  South),  all  the  information  he  could  give  in  reference  to  the 
Southern  field. 

In  company  with  Mr.  Beadle,  Corresponding  Member  for  Va.,  I  went  to  Alex- 
andria, Va.  Was  introduced  to  the  officers  and  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Association.  The  President,  Mr.  Hill,  loses  no  opportunities  to  advance  tk 
interests  of  the  Association.  Religious  meetings  in  neglected  districts,  night 
schools  for  poor  boys  and  young  men,  a  daily  prayer-meeting  which  his 
been  kept  up  for  sixteen  years  by  one  man,  Entwisel,  and  a  Sabbath  aftemooo 
prayer  meeting  which  is  largely  attended  by  the  young  people  of  the  city,  con- 
stituted the  main  features  of  the  Association  work. 

The  Association  has  in  a  great  measure  removed  denominational  jealooaei, 
and  a  more  cordial  charity  exists  now  among  the  Christians  of  Alexandria  thu 
ever  before.  It  was  proposed  to  conmience  a  building  fund  at  their  annivemiy 
meeting. 

The  Charlottesville  Association  was  no  longer  in  existence,  but  the  Associi- 
tion  in  Virginia  University,  located  there,  was  in  a  very  healthy  condition. 
From  Mr.  Harrison,  its  President,  I  learned  its  chief  characteristics.  I  was  un- 
able to  advise  any  change  except  in  the  test  of  active  membership,  whidi 
should  be  higher.  They  were  about  to  change  the  name  of  the  Association, 
thinking  that  because  it  was  in  an  institution  of  learning  it  would  not  be  re- 
cognized by  town  and  city  Associations.  I  soon  removed  that  impression,  whidi 
will  do  away  with  the  resolution  to  change  the  name  of  the  Association. 

The  Association  has  ninety-six  members;  is  well  organized,  does  a  greit 
.  amount  of  Christian  work  outside  of  the  institution,  maintains  fourteen  prajer 
meetings  weekly,  and  has  a  reading-room.  Its  President  is  anxious  to  have  i 
similar  society  in  every  institution  of  learning  in  the  South,  and  espedallj  in' 
Virginia.  I  spoke  to  him  of  Michigan  and  Cornell  Universities,  of  Olivet  Col- 
lege, Olivet,  Mich.,  and  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  Pa.  Told  him  that 
they  were  deeply  interested  in  the  Assodation  work  in  institutions  of  learning, 
and  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  at  any  time. 

Took  the  train  for  Lynchburg,  a  large,  though  somewhat  dilapidated  town. 
Its  position  and  commerce  are  such,  however,  as  to  insure  growth.  * 

It  has  an  Association  with  a  good  list  of  members,  a  fine  reading-room  on  the 
first  floor  in  a  convenient  locality,  but  the  room  is  closed  up  too  much  of  the 
time,  and  there  is  great  inactivity  among  the  members.  Nothing  is  onder- 
taken  but  lectures.  I  spoke  to  the  president,  an  eminent  Christian  minister,  of 
night  schools  like  those  in  Alexandria,  of  a  gymnasium,  of  a  Bible  class,  etc, 
but  he  said  there  was  a  want  of  co-operation« 

Went  next  to  Salem,  the  seat  of  Roanoke  College,  in  which  there  was  an  l^ 
tive  Association,  with  the  true  test  of  active  membership,  but  with  a  less  effect- 
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ive  organization  than  that  in  the  UniverBitj  of  Virginia.  I  addreeeed  the  Aseo- 
ciation  at  some  length,  and  mj  visit  was  very  higlilj  appreciated.  Thence  I 
went  to  Lexington,  and  visited  the  Associations  in  Wasliing^n  and  Lee  Uni- 
versitj,  and  in  the  Virginia  Military  Institate.  In  the  former  the  Association 
numbered  aboat  sixty  members  out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  students.  It  had 
under  advisement  the  adoption  of  the  evangelical  test  of  active  membership.  \ 
They  sought  my  advice.  I  addressed  them  on  the  true  character  of  our  Asso- 
ciation, and  showed  them  that  none  but  evangelical  Christians  could  consist- 
ently manage  them.    All  present  favored  the  true  test. 

Li  the  latter  the  Association  numbered  forty  members  out  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  cadets.  They  were  completely  confined  to  the  Listitute  by  military 
regulation.  They  midntain  a  daily  prayer  meeting,  which  the  whole  member- 
ship punctually  attends.  This  meeting  can  never  exceed  a  half  an  hour  in 
length,  on  account  of  the  regulations  of  the  school,  except  perhaps  on  Sabbath. 
In  both  of  these  institutions  they  did  all  they  could  to  make  me  comfortable. 

The  Richmond  Association  keeps  open  a  fine  reading-room  and  library,  also 
provides  lectures ;  but  are  lacking  in  religious  work  and  meetings.  Its  Presi- 
deni  and  Board  of  Directors  are  estimable  Christian  gentlemen,  and  are  anxious 
to  do  all  they  can,  but  are  not  as  well  supported  as  they  should  be.  I  advised 
them  to  commence  a  building  fund,  start  a  gymnasium,  night  schools  for  young 
men,  and  begin  some  kind  of  religious  work — daily  prayer-meetings,  Bible  class, 
or  street  service  in  the  proper  season.  All  that  I  had  to  say  was  listened  to  with 
marked  attention.    They  thanked  me  cordially  for  my  visit 

In  Norfolk  the  Association  languishes,  not  for  want  of  money,  or  good  work- 
ing material,  but  for  want  of  a  man  to  give  his  whole  attention  to  it.  Accord- 
ingly, I  advised  them  to  secure  a  General  Secretary,  who  would  be  soul  and 
spirit  to  the  institution,  as  a  minister  would  be  to  a  church.  This  the  Board  of 
Directors  informally  agreed  to  do.  I  also  advised  them  to  raise  a  building 
fund,  if  they  could  not  commence  with  more  than  one  dollar.  I  left  them 
hopeful. 

In  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  the  Association  had  become  a  relief  society,  and 
was  doing  a  very  good  work  of  that  kind.  A  meeting  of  the  Association  was 
called  to  listen  to  any  suggestions  I  had  to  offer.  After  addressing  them  for 
some  time,  it  was  determined  to  undertake  the  legitimate  work  of  a  Young 
Men^s  Christian  Association.  At  the  same  meeting  Rev.  H.  T.  Hudson  was 
selected  as  a  suitable  man  to  act  as  temporary  Corresponding  Member  for  North 
Carolina,  whose  name  I  sent  to  the  Committee  in  New  York 

Went  to  Fayetteville  and  appointed  a  meeting,  but  the  weather  was  so  in- 
clement that  but  few  came  out.  I  described  the  Association  and  its  work  to 
these  few,  gave  them  all  necessary  papers  to  guide  them,  and  afterwards  framed 
up  a  Constitution  and  sent  it  to  them.  Whether  they  have  done  anything  or 
not,  I  don't  know. 

At  Wilmington,  N."  C,  I  found  many  friends  to  the  Association  cause.  Held 
a  meeting,  and  it  was  at  once  determined  to  organize.  I  don't  know  that  I 
ever  had  better  material  in  any  preliminary  meeting.  Since  that  time  I  learned 
that  they  have  perfected  the  organization.  There  is  also  a  German  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  connected  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
whose  pastor  is  a  strong  friend  of  our  cause,  and  has  also  identified  himself 
with  the  English  Association  jjist  organized. 

In  Columbia,  S.  C,  I  visited  the  Association,  and  found  it  in  a  rather  low 
condition.    In  hunting  up  the  officers  I  met  our  dear  brother  Capt.  Chichester, 
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who  WM  attending  the  PiesbTterian  Theological  Seminary  at  that  pkoe.  I 
need  not  tell  70a  that  he  made  me  welcome.  I  spent  about  two  hoon  with  tk 
Board  of  Directors.  They  went  home  satiafied  that  something  ooold  yet  be 
done.  I  also  met  with  the  Colored  Association,  and  urged  them  to  be  fidAfid 
to  their  religious  duties.  Told  them  that  they  should  not  allow  young  ma 
to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  idleness,  and  that  a  true  Christian  restraint  tluowB 
around  the  young  men  would  benefit  their  race  infinitely  more  than  the  coTeted 
political  influence  so  much  sought  after. 

The  Cliarleston  Association  had  just  been  reorganized,  but  the  oflken  wen 
not  yet  installed.  I  spent  several  days  with  them,  and  ha^l  a  long  oonvemtki 
with  the  President  elect,  Hon.C.  G.  Memminger,  who  was  anxious  to  knov 
how  to  make  the  Association  effective  in  interesting  young  men.  I  offered  bia 
a  great  many  suggestions,  but  the  chief  one  was  to  secure  a  good  Oenertl  Se^ 
rotary,  who  would  be  soul  and  spirit  to  the  organization.  He  thanked  mefo 
my  suggestions  and  requested  me  to  commit  them  to  paper,  which  I  did. 

I  hunted  up  Mr.  H.  W.  Thomas,  President  of  the  Colored  Association  in  QaM 
ton,  and  Chidrman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  of  Colored  Assodatiooi. 
He  is  a  very  interesting  and  humble  man.  His  heart  is  thoroughly  in  tlie 
work.  He  regrets  the  undue  influence  of  politics  upon  the  young  men  of  bit 
own  race,  and  the  corresponding  neglect  of  religion.  I  had  a  long  convemtiin 
with  him,  and  suggested  many  things,  which  he  thought  could  be  carried  oat 
by  his  Associations. 

Went  to  Augusta,  Gki.,  and  soon  discovered  that  an  Association  was  a  desirable 
institution  there.  I  made  a  thorough  canvass,  called  a  meeting  and  addrened 
them  at  length,  when  it  was  forthwith  agreed  upon  to  enter  into  an  orginlu- 
tion,  which  was  afterwards  perfected,  as  I  learned  from  the  oolomns  of  u 
Augusta  paper. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Jas.  H.  Cranston  was  selected  at  a  sabsequent  meeting  tf 
a  proper  person  to  act  as  temporary  Corresponding  Member  for  6heorgia  Ai 
Macon  I  found  an  Association  recently  started,  with  good  rooms,  a  large  duib- 
bership,  and  a  paid  librarian,  but  had  no  constitution.  They  were  oorresposdiiig 
for  sample  constitutions.  I  furnished  them  the  required  papers,  and  wrote  oat 
a  long  list  of  suggestions  for  consideration  at  their  next  meeting.  Hsd  leej 
pleasant  interviews  with  the  President  and  Librarian.  The  Assodation  is 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  had  just  been  organized,  and  were  preparing  to  do  a  good 
work.  Their  field  of  labor  was  not  so  large,  but  peculiar.  Jacksonville  ii  a 
winter  resort  for  invalids.  Hence  there  will  be  many  opportunities  to  maketbe 
religion  of  Jesus  effective. 

At  Selma,  Ala.,  I  eigoyed  a  feast  of  fat  things.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  wii 
moving  the  hearts  of  that  community  when  I  was  there.  .The  AssociatioB  btf 
a  true  Christian  life,  and  almost  all  the  young  men  are  identified  with  it  I 
have  not  space  to  express  the  pleasure  I  experienced  in  my  visit  to  Selma. 

Mr.  H.  L.  McKee.  of  the  Selma  Association  was  chosen  as  a  suitable  penon 
to  act  as  Corresponding  Member  for  Ala. 

In  New  Orleans  I  was  warmly  welcomed.  The  Association  has  an  excelleot 
reading-room  in  a  convenient  place,  and  has  an  uncommonly  large  selection  of 
papers  and  periodicals.  They  have  a  hard  field,  are  doing  a  good  work  bow, 
and  propose  to  do  much  more  when  their  arrangements  are  perfected.  In 
Savannah  and  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Montgomery  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  Associations  ci&  be 
organized  and  maintained,  but  considerable  time  must  be  used  in  starting  theOi 
and  proper  persons  selected  to  manage  th^n. 
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I  did  not  go  to  Texas,  as  there  was  no  one  in  New  Orleans  when  I  was  there 
to  give  me  redaction  of  fare.  Also,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  Corresponding; 
Member  for  Louisiana,  it  would  have  consumed  a  long  time  unprofitably  just  at 
that  time ;  hence  I  took  passage  for  St.  Louis.  On  Sabbath  I  preached  both 
morning  and  evening  to  the  passengers. 

Returned  Southward  by^waj  of  St.  Louis.  The  Association  there  no  longer 
existed.  Found  a  band  of  men  who  did  not  claim  to  be  the  Association  proper, 
although  they  aim  to  be  such  as  soon  as  possible.  They^ow  hold  a  Saturday 
evening  prayer-meeting,  and  propose  to  visit  weekly  the  charitable  and  reform- 
atory institutions  of  the  city,  and  maintain  street  preaching.  I  visited  these 
men  and  encouraged  them  all  I  could. 

Went  thence  to  New  Albany,  Ind.  Found  them  nicely  situated,  free  of  debt, 
and  working  faithfully. 

The  Louisville  Association  have  given  up  their  reading-room,  and  maintidn 
only  their  stated  meetings.  As  Associations  have  been  formed  in  the  varions 
denominations,  the  general  Association  has  been  crippled  thereby.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  proposed  to  treat  these  new  organizations  with  respect,  and  urge 
them  to  assist  in  the  work  of  saving  young  men,  as  well  as  to  bear  the  name, 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  The  Qerman  Association  in  Louisville  is 
successful.  They  have  just  entered  into  a  fine  suit  of  rooms  in  the  New 
Market-house,  comer  of  Jackson  and  Market  Streets.  They  have  a  choice 
library  from  Germany.  They  will  not  burden  themselves  with  a  debt  for  any- 
thing, nor  take  hold  of  anything  opposed  to  Evangelical  Christianity. 

Went  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  Held  a  public  meeting  with  a  view  to  an  As- 
sociation. Addresses  were  made,  a  temporary  organization  effected,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  pi*epare  papers  for  permanent  organization.  At  Clarks- 
ville,  Tenn.,  the  Association  has  a  convenient  reading  room  ;  but  there  is  great 
need  of  activity  among  its  meihbers.  Had  a  long  interview  with  the  president 
and  others  of  the  society,  who  assured  me  that  they  would  do  all  they  could 
to  place  it  on  a  working  basis.  I  visited  Stewart  College  in  Clarksville,  and 
interested  the  Faculty  in  forming  an  Association  in  that  institution,  which  they 
intend  to  do  as  soon  as  practicable.  At  Nashville,  there  is  no  general  Associa- 
tion. I  consulted  with  men  who  were  identified  with  the  Association  before 
and  after  the  war.  I  did  not  attempt  an  organization.  Thence  I  went  to 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  I  easily  succeeded  in  forming  an  Association.  In  fact, 
sacb  steps  had  been  taken  before  I  went  there  that  the  young  men  were  pre- 
pared to  act  at  once.    A  liberal  Christian  spirit  pervades  the  community. 

In  all  my  travels  I  have  enjoyed  the  kindest  Christian  treatment,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  South  have  I  received  all  the  attention  and  sympathy  that  my 
mission  could  demand.  I  received  letters  of  recommendation  from  Mr.  Bergen 
of  Baltimore,  Mr. 'Beadle  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Harrison  of  the  University  of 
Virginia ;  Rev.  Dr.  Bittle,  president  of  Roanoke  College  ;  Gen.  G.  W.  C.  Lee, 
president  Washington  and  Lee  College  ;  Captain  Chichester,  and  Mr.  Lowndes, 
president  Colored  Association,  Columbia,  S.  C. ;  Major  Hardie,  of  Selma,  Ala. ; 
and  Mr.  Wheat,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

In  many  places,  the  names  of  Messrs.  Lee  and  Hall  are  remembered  with 
greaX  respect.  Of  all  public  conveyances,  but  two  railroads  refused  me  re- 
duction of  fare  when  I  applied  to  the  proper  officials. 

As  I  began  my  year's  labor  witb  prayer,  so  will  I  close  it.  May  the  Lord 
verify  his  promise :  "  So  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth  ; 
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it  shall  not  return  unto  me  void ;  but  it  sliall  aocomplish  that  which  I  please 
and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it/* 

ROBERT  WEIDENSALL, 

Ag't  T.M.aA. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

After  sending^  mj  report  from  Huntsville,  Ala.,  to  the  Execntive  Committee 
I  visited  fifteen  other  places.  I  org^anized  two  new  Associations — one  in  East 
Tenn.  Wesley  University,  at  Athens,  and  the  other  in  East  Tenn.  State  Uni- 
versity  at  Enoxville.  I  experienced  no  difficulty  in  gaining  access  to  the  stu- 
dents of  these  institutions  through  their  respective  faculties. 

Spent  several  days  with  the  Association  at  Bristol,  Tenn.,  and  addressed  a 
public  meeting  held  under  its  auspices. 

Stopped  at  Emory  and  Henry  College,  Va.,  on  the  Atlantic,  MissisBippi  & 
Ohio  R.R.  Found  there  a  large  Association  numbering  ninety  members.  They 
carry  on  mission  work  outside  of  the  college,  maintain  a  bible-class  and  daily 
prayer-meeting,  and  have  opened  a  reading  room.  I  addressed  all  the  students 
for  a  short  time,  after  which  I  had  a  special  interview  with  the  members  of  the 
Association. 

They  adopted  the  Portland  test  6f  active  membership  to  entitle  them  to  rep- 
resentation in  the  National  Conventions.* 

Christianburg,  Va.,  a  small  town  of  600  Inhabitants,  has  a  good  AsBodati<m 
which  keeps  open  a  reading-room  in  the  evenings,  and  maintains  a  very  fine 
Bible  class.  Dr.  Cox,  its  President,  regretted  very  much  that  the  closing  up  of 
his  school  session  would  prevent  his  attendance  at  the  Convention.  Notwith- 
standing that,  the  Association  will  be  represented. 

I  revisited  Roanoke  College,  Salem,  Va.  Learned  from  the  President  of  the 
Association,  Mr.  D.  B.  Floyd,  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  there  had  been  a 
revival  in  the  college  since  my  first  visit,  that  the  Association  had  doubled  its 
membership,  and  that  its  Corresponding  Secretary,  Professor  J.  B.  Drehar,  had 
determined  to  study  for  the  ministry. 

Almost  without  exception,  the  Southern  Associations  desired  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Lowell  Convention,  and  if  we  do  not  see  them  so  represented,  let 
it  not  be  attributed  to  their  want  of  disposition  to  affiliate  with  us,  but  to  their 
want  of  means  or  to  their  previous  and  unavoidable  engagements. 

ROBERT  WEIDENSALL, 

Agent  T,  M.  C.  A. 

*  There  were  present  in  the  Lowell  Convention  five  members  of  this  Association,  two  as 
Delegates  and  three  as  visitors. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOUR  OF  MR.  MORSE. 

New  York,  May  1«^,  1872. 

This  tour,  undertaken  at  the  request  and  carried  out  aocordingf  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  ^eontive  Committee,  was  begun  the  7th  of  last  December,  and  ter- 
minated the  23d  of  April,  1872.  Fifty-six  places  were  visited  in  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Maine.  In  fortj-one  of  these 
Associations  were  found  at  work,  while  delegates  from  eighteen  others,  who 
were  addressed  at  various  meetings,  increase  the  number  of  this  active  class, 
reached  by  the  tour,  to  fifty-nine.  In  four  places  the  society  was  languishing, 
and  in  ten  it  had  ceased  to  exist.  In  one  place— Willimantic,  Conn. — no  Associa- 
tion had  ever  been  formed. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  the  fifty-nine  Awxiaiwm  cU  toork  are  located — 

Fifteen  in  cities,  viz. : 

Connecticut :  New  London,  New  Haven,  Bridgeport,  and  Meriden. 

Rhode  Island :  Providence. 

Maine :  Portland,  Le  wist  on.  Auburn,  Bath,  Rockland,  Augusta,  and  Biddeford. 

Nova  Scotia :  Halifax  and  Yarmouth. 

New  Brunswick  :  St.  John. 

Sixteen  in  la/rge  towns,  vis. : 

Connecticut :  Mystic,  Putnam,  and  Waterbury. 

Rhode  Island :  Bristol  and  Westerly. 

Maine :  Winthrop,  Hallo  well,  Gardiner,  and  Bridgeton. 

Nova  Scotia :  Pictou,  New  Glasgow,  Westville,  Amherst,  Truro,  Dartmouth, 
and  Windsor. 

Twenty-swmi  in  smaU  towns,  via. : 

Connecticut :  Goshen. 

Nova  Scotia :  Antigonish,  Tatamagouche,  Springville,  River  John,  Sunny- 
brae,  Sootsbum,  Londonderry,  and  twenty  others  enumerated  in  the  accompany- 
ing table. 

Of  the  ten  Associations  that  have  died — 

Six  were  in  cities,  viz. : 

Connecticut :  Hartford,  Norwich,  and  Middletown. 

Rhode  Island :  Pawtucket  and  Woonsocket. 

Maine :  Bangor. 

Four  were  in  large  towns,  viz. : 

Connecticut :  Danielsonville  and  Stonington. 

Maine :  Skowhegan  and  Mechanic  Falls. 

In  Stonington.  Conn.,  the  Association  has  lately  been  reorganized. 

The  Associations  at  work  are  not  all  equally  active  and  prosperous.  Many 
local  obstacles  have  been  encountered,  but  prayerful  faith  in  the  cause,  the 
practical  maintenance  of  the  society,  and  the  prospect  of  more  intercourse  with 
their  brethren  and  of  larger  experience  in  the  work,  combine  to  give  promise 
of  growing  usefulness. 

As  we  look  more  closely  into  the  condition  of  the  seventy-three  Associations 
visited,  the  practical  question  arises : 
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What  has  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  successful,  to  the  feditejieM  of  the 
feeble,  and  to  the  failure  of  those  that  hate  ceased  to  exist  f 

The  results  of  the  tour  will  perhaps  be  most  serviceablj  presented  in  the 
form  of  an  answer  to  these  fandamental  inquiries. 

I. — Among  the  causes  contributing  to  success  were : 

1.  An  awakened  prayerful  spirit  of  individual  activity,  generally  on  the  part 
of  a  few  members.  "  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place/'  dwellings  in  the  hearts 
of  these  brethren,  was  the  sentiment  suggested  wherever  progressive  work  was 
being  carried  On.  A  delightful  spirit  of  Christian  concord  and  unitj  among 
members  of  the  various  Churches  formed  alwajs  a  part  of  this  blessing.  In 
New  London,  Goshen  and  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  in  Providence  and  Bristol,  R.  I. ;  in 
St.  John,  N.  B. ;  in  Halifax  and  Pictou,  N.  S. ;  in  Winthrop,  Bridgeton  and 
Portland,  Me.,  as  well  as  some  other  places,  it  was  in  itself  a  benediction  to 
breathe  the  atmosphere  of  Christian  unity  and  activity,  and  to  feel  that  spiri- 
tual glow  which  comes  with  brotherly  fellowship  in  the  work  for  Christ. 

2.  As  a  second  symptom  of  success  I  would  name :  The  activity  of  intelligent 
Christian  laymen,  willing  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  the  work  and  toith  faith 
and  zeal  enough  to  carry  it  in  the  face  of  obstacles.  The  story  of  difficulties, 
local  and  general,  of  want  of  sympathy  and  of  other  trials,  was  recounted  every- 
where. But  this  overcoming  power  or  faith  was  not  equally  strong  in  all  cases. 
The  fidelity  of  the  laity  as  officers  and  members  is  invariably  the  earnest  of 
encouraging  progress. 

3.  Another  guarantee  of  success  was  the  choice  of  a  field  of  labor,  inviting 
undenominational  effort  by  Christian  laymen.  Opportunity  for  this  work  is 
found  not  only  among  young  men,  but  in  many  neighborhoods  destitute  of 
religious  services.  In  Mystic, 'New  London  and  Waterbury,  Conn.,  at  Winthrop, 
Portland  and  Auburn,  Me.,  throughout  Pictou  County,  N.  S.,  and  in  many  other 
places  our  members  have  laid  hold  discriminatingly  of  this  peculiar  work. 
The  result  abundantly  shows  that  such  wise  selection  of  the  field  for  efibrt  is  a 
guarantee  of  fruitful  labor.  In  Lewiston,  Maine,  a  very  appropriate  field  of 
this  sort  has  been  discovered  and  occupied  in  the  populous  boarding  houses, 
where  th^  operatives  of  the  mills  are  accommodated.  These  five  or  six  immense 
houses  are  built  by  the  corporations  *  owning  the  mills.  In  each  one  every 
Monday  evening  our  members  in  Lewiston  hold  a  prayer-meeting.  All  are 
invited  to  the  reading-room  and  the  social  and  other  meetings  at  the  hall  of  the 
Association.  This  is  manifestly  and  confessedly  a  field  where  undenominational 
efibrt  is  most  appropriate.  Certainly,  iu  every  manufacturing  city  where  opera- 
tives are  lodged  in  this  manner,  the  organization  of  an  Association  woold  seem 
to  be  desirable.    Another  source  of  help  is  as  follows : 

4  2%6  hearty  sympatliy  of  some — rarely  of  all — of  the  Churches  and  Ministers, 
The  well  known  sanction  by  them  of  the  Society  and  its  work  gives  strength, 
and  the  efiect  of  this  upon  the  usefulness  of  the  Association  is  very  perceptible. 

5.  Intercourse  among  neighboring  Association,  together  with  an  occasional 
tour  of  visitation  by  brethren  well  informed  about  the  work.  The  importance 
and  benefit  of  such  intercommunication  are  best  illustrated  in  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia.  In  traveling  among  the  thirty  Associations  of  the  small  county  of 
Pictou,  I  found  that  the  prosperity  of  each  Society  was  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  intencourse  with  neighboring  brethr«^n  which  they  had  kept  up 
and  enjoyed.  Said  one  ot  the  devoted  men  of  this  county :  "  In  order  to  g^a 
blessing  at  home  toe  find  we  must  go  abroad,**    This  is  a  motto  worthy  to  be 
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written  over  the  door  of  every  Toung  Men^s  Chriflti&n  Aflsociation.  Spedallj 
i8  such  intervlsitation  of  importance  in  more  sparsely  populated  districts,  where 
a  new  face  and  the  sound  of  new  voices  in  Christian  work  or  conference  is  a 
means  of  grace.  Probably  no  other  district  on  the  Continent  of  the  size  of 
Pictou  County  (845  square  miles)  has  so  large  a  number  (33)  of  Associations  in 
small  towns.  The  largest  place  in  the  county  has  only  about  8,000  inhabitants. 
The  most  vigorous  Association — the  one  in  the  town  of  Pictou — is  most  active 
in  keeping  up  intercourse  with  neighboring  societies.  Since  my  tour  among 
them  these  Associations  have  organized  to  promote  a  systematic  intervlsitation. 
A  Central  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  supervise  the  work,  and  there  is 
fair  promise  of  good  results. 

In  Nova  Scotia  they  are  also  reaping  the  benefits  of  oeeananal  viHts  o%touT» 
by  brethren  tceU  irtformed  aboiU  the  work.  Effort  in  this  direction  was  begun 
five  years  ago  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  when  there  was  only  one  Asso- 
ciation in  the  Province.  He  has  since  been  seconded  in  the  work  of  visiting 
various  places,  to  advocate  and  promote  the  cause  by  Messrs.  J.  B.  Morrow,  W. 
J.  Roche  and  other  brethren,  till  now  sixty  Associations  exist  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  time  has  perhaps  come  for  the  Provincial  Convention  to  take  up  and 
carry  on  this  work  systematically,  so  that  e^ery  society  may  share  equally  in 
the  benefit  received.  I  venture  to  suggest  this  as  a  topic  for  discussion  by  the 
delegates  to  the  Provincial  Convention  in  Halifax  next  August. 

6.  The  sixth  feature  of  the  more  prosperous  Associations  visited,  was  the  em- 
ployment in  the  cities  of  on  officer  or  General  Secretary  to  dettote  his  time  to  the 
etudy,  organization  and  prosecution  of  the  work.  He  did  not  always  bear  the 
name  of  the  office  (General  Secretary),  adopted  at  the  meeting  of  the  Secretaries, 
held  during  the  Washington  Convention,  in  May,  1871.  His  position  as  mem- 
ber ex  officio  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  every  working  committee  of  the 
Association,  was  in  no  case  well  defined.  But  in  Providence  and  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  Halifax  and  Pictou,  N.  S.,  an  attempt  is  being  made 
to  supply  thi^  want  of  every  Association  in  a  large  town  or  city.  In  due  time 
this  office  will  become  the  right  hand  of  the  directors  and  leading  Christian 
laymen  of  these  Associations  in  enlisting  more  volunteers,  organizing  commit- 
tees, looking  after  the  finances,  making  the  rooms  attractive,  selecting  agencies 
adapted  to  the  locality,  and  in  studying  to  make  the  work  of  the  society  aggres- 
sive in  ^v&tj  department. 

In  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  since  my  visit,  a  General  Secretary  has  been  secured. ' 
At  New  Haven,  New  London  and  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  at  Portland,  Me.,  our  so- 
cieties are  ripe  for  the  appointment  and  the  work  of  such,  an  officer.    Maine 
has  not  a  single  General  Secretary.    The  securing  of  a  competent  person  in 
Portland  would  be  a  blesfdng  to  the  State  as  well  as  to  that  city. 

All  the  encouraging  features  in  the  work  above  enumerated  never  appeared 
in  any  single  Association.  In  every  place  there  was  room  for  improvement, 
based  on  a  better  knowledge  of  the  work  in  other  localities. 

II. — Having  mentioned  the  symptoms  of  success,  let  us  notice  now  what  has 
contributed  to  feebleness  in  not  a  few  of  the  Associations,  and  to  the  failure  of 
the  Society  in  ten  of  the  places  visited.  The  causes  of  this  feebleness  were 
chiefly  local,  and  due  to  perceptible  mistakes. 

1.  Religious  feeling  throughout  the  community  is  at  a  low  ebb.  This  was 
almost  invariably  the  confession  and  lament  heard  where  little  or  no  progress 
was  being  made.  Generally  in  these  places  there  was  abundant  testimony  to 
the  good  wrought  in  the  post  by  the  Association.    This  was  accompanied  by  a 
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8  ingnlar  assurance,  repeated  over  and  over  again  in  different  places,  to  the 
effect  that  in  tliis  time  of  religions  indifference  no  meeting  for  Christian  con- 
ference was  so  glowing  and  profitable  as  the  Association  meeting,  even  in  its 
present  low  estate. 

2.  Discouragement  was  sometimes  owing  to  a  forgetfulness  of  the  fact  thit 
the  main  reliance  for  active  work  is  not  the  clergy  hut  the  laity.  CJordial  sym 
pathy  and  occasional  words  of  encouragement  from  ministers  have  very  often 
been  helpful.  In  some  cases  even  contributions  from  pastors  to  the  Building 
Fund  have  been  made  and  gratefully  welcomed ;  but  active,  laborious  co-opecir 
tion  from  them  in  the  work  is  rarely  if  ever  practicable.  The  tendency  in  the 
economy  of  the  Churches  has  been  to  overburden  the  clergy  and  to  delegate  to 
theitl  much  of  what  laymen  should  perform. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  active  Associations  the  Continent  over  derive  thdr 
working  force  almost  exclusively  from  the  laity  ;  yet  in  some  cases  I  have  found 
the  brethren  disheartened  by  a  failure  to  enlist  the  activities  of  the  clergy. 
The  remedy  is  evidently  a  development  of  greater  self  dependence  in  Christian 
work  among  the  laymen,  and  a  consciousoees  of  their  responsibility  in  this 
department.  Such  an  advance,  as  scores  of  cases  attest,  increases  their  useful- 
ness and  activity  in  the  Church  as  well  as  in  the  Association.  They  became 
more  than  ever  sympathetic  co-laborers  with  the  ministry  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

3.  Lack  of  intercourse  with  neighboring  Associations  and  ignorance  of  the 
experience  gained  in  other  localities  have  often  contributed  to  a  decline  which 
words  of  encouragement  and  counsel  from  neighboring  societies  would  have 
arrested.  Indeed,  in  some  cases  it  seemed  a  marvel  that  the  Assodation  had 
survived  in  its  isolation. 

4.  A  wiihdrawai  from  meetings  for  aggresme  Christian  work  into  the  Turns 
prayer  meeting  at  the  rooms  very  frequently  marks  the  decline  of  Associations 
in  towns,  large  and  small.  Some  of  the  brethren  have  grown  weary  or  lefk  the 
place.  Only  one  meeting  can  well  be  sustained,  and  it  is  assumed  that  this 
should  of  course  be  the  home  meeting  for  conference  and  prayer  rather  than  a 
neighborhood  meeting  for  work  as  well  as  prayer.  This  meeting,  indeed,  gm- 
erally  proves  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  members  who  attend.  Often  I  was  told, 
that  ev^n  after  it  ceased  to  be  aggressive,  it  was  the  religious  meeting  which 
the  brethren  most  enjoyed.  But  the  mistake  was  none  the  less  fatal.  Prayer 
in  work  and  work  with  prayer  are  the  life  of  the  Society.  For  the  two,  united 
one  and  indissoluble,  the  Association  exists.  To  abandon  aggressive  work  is  to 
invite  decline  and  dissolution. 

6.  In  larger  cities  the  cause  of  much  discouragement,  and  sometimes  of  decline 
and  failure,  is  sole  dependence  on  volunteer  effort,  or  the  lack  of  a  General  Secre- 
tary. As  before  mentioned  in  this  report,  such  an  oflScer  is  needed  to  study  and 
promote  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  to  enlist  a  larger  number  of  volunteers 
than  are  likely  to  come  without  being  sought  for  Experience  is  every  year 
teaching  our  societies  and  members  how  indispensable  this  ofScer  is  to  the  high- 
est usefulness  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

6.  "  Died  of  financial  mismanagement"  is  the  epitaph  of  some  of  our  sodeties. 
Spending  money  before  it  has  been  raised  has  too  often  occasioned  burdensome 
and  crushing  debt.  Sometimes,  moreover,  the  money  is  secured,  but  injudiciously 
expended,  and  the  confidence  of  the  Christian  community  is  lost.  The  plan  of 
raising  money  by  securing  subscriptions  lasting  ten  years,  has  been  very  success- 
fully carried  out  in  Plantsville,  Ct.,  and  has  met  with  favor  in  many  places 
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I  have  suggested  it  to  oar  membera.  The  features  of  the  plan  have  been  de- 
tailed in  the  AMociation  Monthly,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  dwell  on  them 
in  this  Report. 

I  have  attempted  to  state  what  has  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Associa- 
tions visited,  and  what  has  occasioned  in  some  instances  decline  and  failure. 
This  instructive  tour  among  more  than  seventy  Associations,  and  the  inter- 
course enjoyed  with  as  many  as  five  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  members,  have 
only  deepened  the  convictions  of  the  importance  and  value  of  our  societies. 
Like  all  good  enterprises  that  struggle  through  trial  and  experiment  toward 
their  final  form  of  usefulness,  the  Association  has  met  with  trouble  and  occa- 
^onal  disaster.  But  never  before  have  we  numbered  so  many  well  established, 
vigorous  societies,  and  never  before  did  they  give  fairer  promise  of  usefulness, 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  advancement  of  his  blessed  kingdom 
in  the  earth. 

RICHARD  C.  MORSE. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Associations  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  British  America  held  a  Con- 
vention in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  in  July  last,  and  from  that  gathering  the  Delegates 
returned  to  their  several  Associations,  fired  with  new  zeal. 

Daring  the  Fall  and  Winter,  Messrs.  Morrow,  Maclean  and  other  members  of 
the  Halifax  Association,  visited  the  several  Associations  throughout  Nova 
^cotia,  and  resulted  in  a  new  manifestation  of  energy  and  encouragement  to 
those  who  would  labor  for  Christ. 

The  day  for  united  prayer  for  Associations  and  young  men,  at  the  request 
of  your  Executive  Committee,  was  generally  observed  throughout  the  Province, 
and  corresponding  results  followed. 

The  most  effectual  human  agency  in  reviving  our  cause  was  the  visit  of 
Brother  Morse,  during  the  past  Winter.  Brother  Morsels  energetic  labors 
throughout  the  Province  gave  new  life  to  the  cause  by  his  eloquent  and  earnest 
addresses ;  but  his  very  presence  among  us  gave  the  provincial  brethren  to  feel 
that  they  were  in  sympathy  with  the  Christian  laborers  in  the  United  States, 
and  united  prayers  ascended  for  both,  which  we  trust  were  abundantly  an- 
swered. 

Several  new  Assodations  are  reported  in  the  return ;  several  of  the  old  have 
arrangements  in  progress  for  building.  And  the  Fifth  Convention  of  Associa- 
tions in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  will  be  held  in  Halifax,  in  September  next. 

In  Halifax  the  work  is  prosecuted  with  as  much  vigor  as  ever ;  a  piece  of 
ground  has  been  purchased  fof  building,  and  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
have  been  subscribed  to  prosecute  the  undertaliing.  The  Mission  Church  is 
always  crowded  on  the  Sabbath  afternoon  with  a  congregation  principally  com- 
posed of  young  men ;  the  meeting  is  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

We  are  in  hopes  of  greater  things  yet  for  Halifax  and  the  Province  generally, 
from  the  convention  at  Lowell,  and  the  convention  for  the  Maritime  Provinces 
to  be  held  in  September. 

JAMES  FARQUHAR, 

Cor,  Member  from  Nova  Scotia, 


NEW  BRUNSWICK. 
Mt  Deab  Bbothkr:— 

I  received  your  circular  of  the  26th.  There  has  been  but  one  Association  or- 
ganized in  this  Province  during  the  past  year,  and  one  has  ceased  to  exist,  the 
first,  St.  Stephens,  the  latter,  Moncton.  The  list  of  Associations  in  this  Province 
is  as  follows : 

Saint  John,  Frederickton,  Saint  Stephens,  Saint  Andrews,  Central  Norton, 
Upper  Norton,  Chatham,  Bathurst,  Richibucto,  Carleton. 

The  Frederickton  Association  was  reorganized  during  the  past  winter  and  has 
been  specially  active  in  Christian  work.  The  St.  Stephens  Association  had  a 
course  of  lectures  during  the  winter  and  promisee  to  do  a  good  work  among  the 
young  people  in  that  town.  Central  Norton,  Upper  Norton,  Bathurst  and 
Chatham,  have  maintained  prayer-meetings  steadily,  and  have  had  occasional 
lectures  and  other  literary  entertainments.  In  Carleton,  St.  Andrews  and 
Richibucto  the  work  has  not  been  carried  on  with  much  vigor.    It  is  somewhat 
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difflcnlt  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  the  country  ABSodations,  as  the 
Secretaries  are  anything  bat  prompt  as  a  general  thing  in  replying  to  my  let- 
ters. However,  there  are  exceptions,  and  Central  Norton  and  Frederickton  tie 
especially  active  in  the  good  work. 

Oar  own  Association  is  enjoying  a  very  great  amoant  of  prosperity,  hundreds 
are  unable  to  find  admittance  to  our  Sabbath  evening  prayer-meetings,  oar 
room  being  crowded  to  excess.  Great  interest  is  manifested  ;  many  young  peo- 
ple during  the  past  year  have  been  led  to  Jesus.  Our  social  and  weekly  prayer- 
meetings  are  very  well  attended.  Our  cottage  prayer-meetings  and  visiting, 
tract  distributing,  relief  and  other  Christian  work  Is  faithfully  and  system- 
atically carried  on.  In  reviewing  the  past,  there  is  both  great  cause  for  de^ 
gratitude  to  God,  and  for  heartfelt  humiliation. 

Where  Associations  have  been  formed  and  worked  properly  in  our  Provineei, 
an  impression  for  good  has  always  be^n  made.  With  God*s  blessing  we  htre 
made  the  infiuence  of  our  Association  to  be  felt  in  many  ways,  both  in  direct 
Christian  work  and  in  the  cause  of  Temperance. 

I  have  no  suggestions  of  a  special  character  to  offer.  I  hope  when  the  Con- 
vention does  meet  that  God's  blessed  Spirit  may  be  present  in  its  midst.  I  hope 
a  real  spirit  of  brotherly  love  may  be  manifested,  and  that  the  humblest 
brother  will  receive  the  kindliest  welcome  from  the  more  prominent  and  influ- 
ential. Give  the  brethren  a  chance  to  make  acquaintance  with  each  other,  and 
to  exchange  views  regarding  the  work. 

I  have  attended  to  Brother  Butterick's  circular,  and  made  the  arrangement! 
for  travel  in  our  Province  he  required. 

With  kind  regards,  yours  in  Christian  fellowship, 

WILLIAM  WELSH, 
Pr&ddent  Young  Men* a  Christian  AssodtUiorL 

The  architect  is  preparing  the  plans  of  our  building,  and  it  will  be  com- 
menced before  the  end  of  this  month. 

Our  rooms  are  at  present  and  have  been  well  patronized  by  our  yoong  men, 
and  is  very  cheerful. 

There  is  an  active  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  in  our  city  which 
has  done  and  is  still  doing  a  very  good  work.  Has  the  following  question  ever 
been  discussed :  "  What  kinds  of  amusements  are  admissable  in  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  ?'*  W.  W. 


ONTARIO. 
The  great  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  the  work  within  our  bounds,  his 
hitherto  been  the  want  of  co-operation  between  existing  Associations,  with  t 
view  to  the  establishment  of  new  organizations,  the  stirring  up  of  those  that 
are  "  ready  to  perish  for  lack  of  knowledge,"  and  the  resurrection  of  thoee 
already  dead.  This  subject  was  brought  prominently  before  the  members  of 
the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Association  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  held 
at  St.  Catherines  in  August  last,  and  attended  by  144  delegates  from  40  localitiee. 
The  sum  of  $500  was  then  raised  to  enable  the  Ontario  Executive  to  organize  a 
scheme  of  thorough  systematic  visitation,  calling  in  the  aid  of  delegates  fiom 
existing  Associations  as  opportunities  of  usefulness  arose.  A  correspondence 
was  opened  in  January  last  with  Brother  E.  A.  Bumell,  in  the  hope  of  securing 
his  services  for  a  two  months'  campaign,  but  private  engagements  prevented 


his  presence  amongst  as  for  more  th&n  a  harried  visit  to  Hamilton  and  St. 
Catherines  on  his  way  to  Massachosetts,  and  the  work  accordingly  deyolved 
apon  oar^elves. 

Thoagh  mach  coald  not  be  accomplished  before  the  advent  of  the  basy  season 
of  Spring,  jet  I  am  happj  to  be  able  to  report  some  progress,  and  I  trost 
that  onder  the  Divine  blessing  real  good  has  been  accomplished.  Six  new  and 
vigoroas  Associations  have  been  organized  within  the  past  five  months, 
and  one  Association,  formed  jast  at  the  point  of  death,  has  been  qaickened  into 
new  life,  has  removed  into  new  qaarters,  and  its  members  have  began  to  work. 
An  excellent  Association,  now  nambering  111  members,  was  organized  hj  one 
of  oar  delegations  aboat  a  year  ago,  bat  was  not  incladed  in  last  year's  retoms. 
Twelve  delegates  have  paid  thirtj-two  visits  to  twenty-two  localities,  and  an  ex- 
tensive correspondence  has  been  commenced,  and  is  still  steadily  maintained 
with  nomeroos  other  localities,  where  I  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasare  of  reporting 
the  formation  of  other  new  Assodations. 

I  have  also  ascertained  that  daring  the  past  few  years,  ten  Associations,  which 
formerly  had  an  existence  in  Ontario,  have  ceased  to  be  nambered  among  the 
living.  Of  these  eight  were  in  small  towns  and  villages,  where  do  fraternal  advice 
or  encoaragement  were  ever  extended  towards  them  by  older  and  more  experi. 
enced  Associations,  otherwise  they  might  now  have  been  inflaential  for  good 
throaghoat  their  several  localities.  Two  others  were  in  large  cities,  where 
Christian  Associations  gradaally  grew  ap  around  them,  and  absorbed  into  their 
narrower  sphere  the  few  active  members  who  might  have  kept  them  alive. 
This  caase  of  failure  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  as  upon  the  broad  platform  of 
the  General  Association  all  may  work  for  the  salvation  of  that  large  and  im- 
portant class  of  our  young  men  who  are  as  yet  outside  the  pale  of  Church 
influence,  and  who  will  never  be  reached  by  mere  denominational  efibrt. 

The  Toronto  brethren  were  last  year  the  pioneers  in  Association  work  at  Camp 
Niagara,  where  several  battalions  of  Canadian  Volunteer  MDitia  were  assembled 
for  annual  drill,  and  the  Committee  have  this  year  arranged  for  a  more  extensive 
prosecution  of  the  work  in  two  separate  districts,  where  many  thousands  of  our 
young  men  will  agun  be  met  '* under  canvass**  and  exposed  to  the  varied 
temptations  of  camp  life.  With  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  military 
authorities,  large  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tents  will  be  pitched,  where  solid  reading  matter, 
with  writing  materials,  and,  if  possible,  also  gymnastic  apparatus  will  be  pro- 
vided, and  ample  accommodation  afforded  for  day  and  evening  meetings  and 
Sabbath  services,  in  the  latter  of  which  the  aid  of  the  military  bands  will  assist 
the  musical  portion  of  the  exercises.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A's  of  Bellville,  Toronto, 
Hamilton  and  St.  Catherines,  and  other  neighboring  places,  have  undertaken 
to  send  some  of  the  most  active  members  to  assist  in  this  important  work,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  our  Association  cause  will  be  thus  prominently  brought  before 
many  young  men  who  might  not  otherwise  be  led  within  the  sphere  of  its 
influence.  May  the  blessing  of  our  Heav'enly  Father  crown  these  our  humble 
efforts  for  the  advancement  of  His  kingdom  and  glory  on  the  earth. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  A.  YOUNG, 

Cor.  Member  for  Ontario. 

Hamilton,  25th  May,  1872. 

REMARKa 
All  of  these  Associations  require  connection  with  our  evangelical  churches  as 
the  qualification  for  ac^ve  membership,  with  two  exceptions,  viz. 
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Brantvobd — Ck>n8titation  sajs:  "Members  of  evangelical  chorcheB  and 
other  professing  Christians,  may  become  active  members,  etc.  ActiTe  membefs 
onlj  shall  become  eligible  to  office  in  the  Board  of  Management/' 

Berlin. — Constitution  sajs :  "  The  Board  of  Managers,  on  being  eatisBed  as 
to  the  Christian  character  of  an  associate  member,  may  recommend  the  AoBoda- 
tion  to  make  him  an  active  member.  Active  members  only  are  entitled  to  hold 
office." 

It  was  impossible  to  procure  copies  of  the  Constitution  in  time  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  Executive,  and  many  of  the  smaller  Associations  had  no  printed 
copy  to  send.  Nearly  all  were  supplied,  one  with  manuscript  copies  of  this 
qualification  clause,  and  I  hope  this  assurance  will  be  sufficient  to  entitle  them 
to  representation  at  Lowell,  should  they  send  delegates. 

GEORGE  A.  YOUNG, 
Corresponding  Member  for  Ontario, 

Hamiltok,  26«A  May,  1872. 

List  of  Associations  tk  Ontario,  so  far  ab  Abcertainkd. 

Ayr,  Barrie. — Since  reported  as  dead.  Efforts  will  be  made  daring  this 
season  to  revive  the  cause  in  both  these  localities. 

Brantford.—Rey,  Geo.  Bridgman,  M.  A.,  Pros. ;  D.  R.  Blackades,  Cor.  Sec ; 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  members.  Lately  visite(^  by  delegates  when  abous 
dead ;  now  moved  to  new  rooms. 

BroekviUe. — See  report  sent  direct  to  New  York. 

BeUeviUe.^A.  J.  Northrop,  Pres. ;  W.  E.  Holton,  Cor.  Sec ;  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  members.  See  report  sent  direct  to  New  York  ;  an  active  Aseoda- 
tion. 

Berlin. — Joseph  Devitt,  Pres. ;  Wm.  Wing,  Cor.  Sec. ;  twenty-six  members. 
Lately  visited  by  delegates  from  Toronto  and  Hamilton.  A  small  German 
village. 

i?<w/wwfn«iK«.— Henry  O'Hara,  Pres. ;  Paul  Tresilrock,  Cor.  Sec. ;  forty  : 
bers.    Organized  in  March,  1872  ;  a  good  Association. 

Coburg. — Rev.  John  Laing,  Pres. ;  John  W.  Brikle,  Cor.  Sec, ;  forty-two  i 
bers.    Regrets  late  inactivity,  and  is  preparing  for  out-door  effort. 

Craigvale. — Lately  organized,  an4  raised  eighty-five  dollars  at  first  meeting 
for  a  library.    A  very  small  village. 

Fergus, — John  Ironside,  Pres. ;  Alex.  Taylor,  Cor.  Sec. ;  forty  members.  Or- 
ganized in  February,  1872 ;  great  promise  of  success. 

Oudph. — E.  W.  Maguire,  M.I).,  Pres. ;  Wm.  Anderson,  Cor.  Sec  ;  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  members.  Lately  visited  by  two  delegations ; .  held  a 
splendid  public  meeting. 

Oalt. — ^Malcolm  Gibb,  Pres. ;  R.  S.  Wallace,  Cor.  Sec. ;  sixty-six  membera 
An  active  Association  ;  Sabbath  prayer-meeting  attended  by  three  or  four  hun- 
dred persons. 

Hamilton. — George  A.  Young,  Pres. ;  John  C.  Bale,  Cor.  Sec. ;  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  members.  An  apparent  decrease  in  membership,  as  all  dovibtful 
names  have  been  taken  from  roll. 

IngersoU. — William  Harris,  Pres.  j  A.  G.  Murray,  Cor.  Sec. ;  forty  members. 
Organized  in  January,  1872;  since  burnt  out  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the 
greater  part  of  the  business  portion  of  the  town. 

TTop/ine^.— Rev.  John  Scott,  Pres. ;  A.  L.  Morden,  Cor.  Sec  ;  forty-four  mem- 
bers. One  year  in  existence ;  reports  good  progress.  Lately  visited  by  dele- 
gates. 
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Ottawa. — See  report  sent  direct  to  New  York. 

Ou>en  Sound.— J,  W.  Frost,  B.  A.,  8.  8.  B.,  Pres. ;  J.  G.  Smith,  Cor.  Sec. ;  forty 
members.  Organized  a  few  months  ago  ;  the  result  of  St.  Catherines  Conven- 
tion. 

OakviUe. — Organized  two  months  ago,  and  iikelj  to  do  a  good  work. 

Paris. — William  E.  Adams,  Pres. ;  J.  Roberts,  Cor.  Sec. ;  fifty-five  members. 
A  glorious  rentrreetion  after  two  years'  decease ;  delegates  held  a  good  meeting 
here. 

Fart  iro»p«.-— William  Craig,  Jr.,  Pres. ;  George  Mason,  Cor.  Sec. ;  fifty  six 
members.    See  report  sent  direct  to  New  York  ;  a  very  active  Association. 

St.  CatheHneB. — See  report  sent  direct  to  New  York  ;*  a  very  active  Associa- 
tion. 

St.  T^^fikM.— Since  reported  as  dead  ;  Executive  must  see  after  them. 

Tanmto. — See  report  sent  direct  to  New  York. 

WeUand. — Have  not  replied  to  letters  of  inquiry ;  have  probably  reported 
direct. 

Woodstock. — David  White,  Pres. ;  James  T.  Bain,  Cor  Sec. ;  one  hundred  and 
eleven  membess.  A  new  Association,  organized  in  1871  by  delegation,  and 
lately  revisited  (very  lively). 

London  and  Kingston  have  lately  been  visited  by  delegations,  but  as  yet 
without  prospect  of  revival ;  must  hope  for  the  future. 
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I  have  been  unable  to  get  a  perfected  list  of  Associations  in  this  State  that 
are  in  active  operation.  I  should  advise  dropping  from  the  list  the  Associations 
in  Skowhegan,  Bangor,  McFalis,  Saccarappa,  Gorham,  Saco,  Paris,  Farmington, 
Gray,  Andover,  Dexter,  Fryeburg,  Wiscasset 

The  work  performed  by  the  Associations  which  have  been  active  has  equalled, 
I  think,  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  in  several  places  they  are  enjoying  a 
season  of  revival,  resulting  in  a  large  degree  from  the  labor  which  has  been 
put  forth. 

I  have  heard  of  but  two  new  Associations  formed,  or  not  before  reported—^ne 
in  North  Berwick,  and  one  in  Rockland. 

We  are  under  deep  obligation  to  Bro.  R.  C  Morse  for  the  work  performed 
among  our  Associations  during  the  month  of  April.  His  visit  has  encouraged 
and  strengthened  the  brethren,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  result  in  much  good  to 
the  cause.  Many  Associations  in  the  smaller  towns  are  being  given  up,  but  the 
work  in  the  larger  places,  I  think,  is'as  encouraging  as  formerly. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  Bro.  George  W.  Garcelon,  of  Lewiston,  was 
selected  by  our  State  Convention  as  a  suitable  person  for  Corresponding  Mem- 
ber for  Maine.  Very  truly  yours, 

H.  H.  BURGESS,  Cor.  Mem. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  full  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association's  work  in  our  State ;  bpt  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  content  myself  with  a  very  meagre  one. 
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The  p^eneral  interest  in  regard  to  Association  work  in  New  Hampshire  is,  on 
the  whole,  increasing,  rather  than  diminishing.  In  a  few  of  the  smaller  towns 
the  interest  may  lag  a  little  just  now,  but  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns  the 
Associations  generally  are  strong  and  prosperoas.  The  prejudice  against  Asso- 
ciation work,  formerly  existing  in  some  of  the  churches,  is  giving  way  to  sym- 
pathy and  cordial  support,  as  our  work  is  better  understood,  and  its  good  fruits 
more  clearly  seen. 

The  Association  in  Manchester  has  never  before  been  in  so  good  condition. 
The^  have  commodious  and  well-furnished  rooms  in  Masonic  Temple,  their 
reading-room  being  well  supplied  with  papers  and  periodicals.  They  now  &r- 
ploy  a  young  man,  who  gives  his  whole  time  to  the  work,  while  many  of  the 
active  members  are  unwearied  in  the  Master's  service. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  interest  to  the  Convention  soon  to  be  held  in 
Lowell,  and  because  it  is  to  be  so  near  our  own  State  line,  we  hope  to  rei^ 
largely  of  its  good  fruits. 

J.  P.  NEWELL, 

Cot,  Jbf<?fn. 


VERMONT. 

Delay  in  receiving  my  reports  for  individual  Associations  has  occasioned  cor- 
responding delay  in  my  report,  much  to  my  (and  your)  regret. 

The  past  year  has  not  wrought  material  changes  in  the  aspect  of  Association 
matters  in  Vermont.  Although  several  Associations  have  seemed  on  the  retro- 
grade, yet  the  last  spark  of  life  not  having  expired,  and  in  hope  of  its  rekind- 
ling, we  have  been  loth  to  drop  them  and  part  with  them  entirely ;  therefore, 
our  number  of  Associations  remains  about  the  same. 

In  our  Associations  in  the  small  towns,  some  are  bravely  holding  on  and  doing 
good,  while  others,  where  a  half  dozen  do  all  the  work  and  pay  all  the  bills, 
are  becoming  somewhat  discouraged.  We  trust,  however,  that  the  way  may 
yet  be  made  clear  how  small  Associations  can  be  managed,  thrive  and  be  a 
great  power  for  good. 

As  to  our  larger  Associations,  such  as  those  at  Burlington,  St.  Johnsburg,  But- 
land,  Montpelier,  Waterbury,  and  the  like,  I  feel  much  encouraged.  They  are 
enlarging  their  fields  of  usefulness  and  gaining  the  confidence  of  their  several 
committees,  and  thereby  accomplishing  much  for  Christ. 

Our  Association  reports  as  a  result  of  its  mission  in  an  adjoining  town,  the 
establishment  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  stated  preaching  service  and  a  growing 
religious  sentiment.  Reading-rooms  have  been  established  in  additional  Asso- 
ciations since  the  last  report.  We  were  very  sangnine  at  our  last  Convention 
of  securing  the  services  of  a  State  missioftary  for  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the 
year,  but  our  best  efforts  were  unavailing,  and  the  cause  has  lagged  somewhat 
on  that  account,  doubtless.  But  please  bear  to  the  brethren  a  cheering  note 
from  Vermont. 

L.  W.  HAWLEY, 

Car.  Mem. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
The  Associations  lure  usually  in  a  flourishing  condition.    Seven  new  Assoda- 
tions  have  been  add^  during  the  year,  four  have  disbanded ;  present  number, 
one  hundred  and  four.    One  of  these  new  Assodations  is  composed  entirely  of 
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colored  young  men.  Manj  of  the  Associations  have  been  doing  missionary'  and 
church  work  largely,  to  the  exclusion  of  their  legitimate  work  (aggressiye  work 
for  the  young  men).  Three  Associations,  which  had  closed  their  rooms,  have 
re-organized  this  year,  and  with  new  officers  and  an  addition  to  their  treasury, 
have  been  doing  effective  service.  Seven  of  the  Associations  have  a  daily 
prayer-meeting,  twenty  a  tri-weekly,  all  a  weekly  prayer-meeting.  A  larger 
number  than  any  year  previous  have  had  open-air  meetings. 

One  Association  has  secured  a  building ;  ten  have  building  funds.  There 
have  been  over  1300,000  Dublin  Ldttle  Books  (tracts)  circulated  by  these 
Associations. 

The  State  Convention  was  held  at  Northampton  in  October,  and  was  attended 
by  three  hundred  delegates,  the  best  of  results  following  the  meetings.  Four 
very  valuable  essays  were  presented  by  clergymen  upon  subjects  which  had 
been  assigned  them  previously.  A  subscription  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars was  taken  up  for  State  work,  and  an  Executive  Committee  appointed  to 
co-operate  with  the  Corresponding  Member. 

In  February  and  March,  Mr.  E.  A.  Bumell,  of  Illinois,  was  unanimously  in- 
vited to  make  a  Christian  canvass  of  the  State,  in  connection  with  our  Conmiit- 
tee  and  Mends  ^hom  we  could  induce  to  accompany  him,  spending  two  days 
in  each  place.  He  visited  forty  of  the  principal  cities  igid  towns,  and  in  three 
instances  the  effort  resulted  in  a  revival  of  religion  in  the  churches  of  the 
town.  In  another  case  $5,000  was  raised  for  a  building,  which  has  since 
been  increased  to  $22,000,  the  land  purchased,  and  the  building  is  about  to 
be  erected.  In  another  place  $1,200  was  raised,  which  has  been  increased  to 
$2,400.  What  we  need  in  Massachusetts  is  a  live  church  and  Association  man 
to  devote  himself  to  the  general  work  four  months  at  least  in  each  year,  to  labor 
to  secure  a  man  to  lead  in  each  associQtion,.and  organizing,  or  aiding  in  organ- 
izing. We  believe  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  steadily  gain- 
ing ground  in  Massachusetts,  although  several  of  the  larger  cities  are  as  yet 
without  a  full  appreciation  of  their  real  work,  and  its  value  to  the  churches. 
We  are  conscious  that  where  the  churches  have  used  this  as  an  instrumentality 
for  gaining  recruits  to  themselves,  they  have  l)een  signally  successful.  Of  one 
church  it  was  stated  that  their  Missionary  Committee  had  brought  them  from  the 
association  twenty-three  young  men  who  had  become  members  of  their  church, 
nineteen  of  whom  had  been  converted  to  Christ  in  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  that  city  during  that  year.  If  we  work,  our  organiza- 
tion shall  increJAse ;  If  we  stand  idle,  we  shall  certainly  die. 

For  the  State. 

L.  P.  ROWLAND, 

Cor.  Member. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

In  rendering  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  Association  work  for  this  State 
I  perform  a  pleasant  duty.  It  is  not  a  work  that  has  made  much  noise  abroad, 
and  yet  we  feel  it  has  been  wrought  upon  a  good  foundation.  At  Montreal  I 
was  appointed  the  Corresponding  Member  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  I 
had  but  the  faintest  idea  of  what  the  duties  of  that  office  were  when  I  was 
told  I  was  elected  by  that  Convention  to  fill  the  office.  But  I  think  before 
I  left  that  city,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Correspond- 
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ing  Members,  a  sense  of  the  magnitade  of  the  work  began  to  dawn  upon  1117 
mind.  I  came  home  to  my  field  of  hibor  fall  of  hope,  and  having  strong  ftath  im 
the  work  itself.  M7  principal  effort  that  year  was  directed  towards  organisng  a 
State  Convention.  It  was  an  entirlj  new  feature  here,  and  as  we  in  this  State 
are  noted  for  moving  slow,  it  req aired  some  time  for  the  brethren  to  lay  hold  of 
it.  The  next  year  we  held  our  first  State  Convention  in  this  City,  and  one, 
which  we  shall  long  remember.  It  was  prodactive  of  good,  and  opened  the 
way  for  a  second,  and  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  the  last  held  at  Bristol,  and  on^ 
which  for  practical  results,  exceeded  all  the  rest.  We  were  fiavored  on  that 
occasion,  too,  with  the  presence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Ck>nunittee ; 
and  here  let  me  extend  to  the  Committee,  in  this  public  manner,  onr  hearttdt 
thanks  for  the  kind  words  of  counsel  and  cheer  spoken  by  him,  which  were 
so  timely  and  well  chosen. 

As  to  the  number  of  our  Associations,  it  is  small,  and  we  have  come  to  feel 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  organize  these  Associations  in  the  exceedingr  small 
towns  or  villages  with  which  oar  State  is  filled.  But  if  at  the  centres  we  can 
have  a  few  live  Associations  that  are  making  themselves  felt  away  out  into  the 
surrounding  country,  then  shall  we  be  accomplishing  really  the  work.  Ab 
Association  at  Providence,  at  Pawtucket,  Westerly,  and  one  at  Hristol,  comprises 
our  list.  The  Pawtucket  Association  is  not  in  a  good  working  condition  at 
present,  but  we  still  have  hope  for  them. 

I  see  that  one  of  the  subjects  for  discussion  is  to  be  upon  the  work  of  a 
General  Secretary.  I  deem  this  to  be  of  vital  importance  in  much  of  our 
Association  work.  We  have  two  in  Rhode  Island  who  give  their  whole  time  to 
this  work,  one  at  Providence  and  one  at  Westerly. 

During  the  past  winter  we  had  a  visit  from  our  dear  Brother  Morse  of  about 
ten  days,  and  while  we  felt  his  impressions  of  us  were  not  altogether  favorable, 
we  can  say  that  on  our  part  we  were  glad  he  came  and  believe  he  did  ns  good. 
He  certainly  has  a  large  place  in  our  hearts. 

And  now,  in  view  of  the  Convention  soon  to  assemble  at  LoweU  and  the 
feeling  that  on  account  of  its  central  location  to  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States, 
large  numbers  will  attend,  we  pray  that  the  Master  will  preside,  and  that  his 
spirit  may  guide  and  direct  all  its  affairs,  to  the  end  that  EUs  cause  may  be 
magnified  and  that  we  should  decrease.  "  God  grant  that  the  watchmen  see 
eye  to  eye,"  that  the  world  may  see  that  love  is  the  ruling  passion,  love  one  to 
another  and  to  the  perishing  souls  around  us. 

E.  R.  HOLDEN. 

Cfor,  Member, 


CONNECTICUT. 

In  the  year  1867  our  Corresponding  Member  reported  eleven  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  In  May  of  the  same  year 
the  first  State  Conv^ention  was  held,  at  which  eight  of  these  Associations  were 
represented  by  delegates.  This  Convention  was  the  means  of  calling  general 
attention  to  the  special  work  of  Assodations,  and  thus  a  new  impetus  was 
given  to  it. 

In  the  year  1868  the  Corresponding  Member  reported  twenty-nine  Associa- 
tions in  the  State.  Several  of  these,  however,  never  gained  strength  or  per- 
manency, so  that  not  more  than  twenty  of  the  number  reported  survived  the 
year. 
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The  year  folio win^r  (1860)  six  new  ones  were  organized,  two  of  which  still 
continue  in  active  operation. 

In  the  year  1870  the  report  gave  thirty  active  Associations,  although  subse- 
quent results  have  shown  that  at  least  a  half  dozen  of  this  number  had  not  in 
tbem  the  principle  of  vital  endurance ;  since  which  time  the  gain  and  loss  in 
the  number  of  Associations  have  been  about  equal,  so  that  in  making  a  true 
estimate  at  the  present  time  it  would  not  be  safe  to  rate  the  number  of  living 
Associations  in  this  State  over  twenty-five. 

The  whole  number  of  different  Associations  which  have  existed  in  the  State, 
since  their  first  organization  in  1858,  has  been  forty -three,  including  those 
which  died  in  infancy  or  early  childhood,  also  a  few  which  came  to  a  respectable 
maturity  and  died  a  violent  death,  caused  by  jealousies  or  sectarian  bigotry. 
If  the  custom  prevailed  of  not  numbering  Associations  until  after  their  first 
anniversary,  the  true  progress  and  strength  of  the  Association  work  would  be 
more  fairly  stated,  and  the  disagreeable  task  of  burying  so  many  dead  ones 
would  be  largely  obviated. 

The  Associations  of  Connecticut  have  seldom  been  fostered,  but  usual Ij 
have  been  welcomed  by  much  cold  indifference,  often  by  jealous  opposition,  so 
that  when  inexperienced,  timid  or  unskillful  managers  are  at  the  helm,  they  are 
wrecked  in  the  first  gfale.  These  difficulties  will  lessen  as  the  communitj  be- 
come educated  in  the  history  and  facts  of  the  Association  work  ;  a  result  whi(5h 
will  surely  come  in  time,  and  the  dawn  of  which  is  even  now  upon  us. 

Our  last  State  Convention,  held  in  October,  was  one  of  elevated  tone  and 
marked  power.  Only  seventeen  Associations  were  represented  in  it,  yet  i^s 
spirit  gave  evidence  that  Qod  was  leading  His  children  on,  under  this  banner* 
to  conquests  against  the  powers  of  darkness  and  victory  in  the  name  and 
strength  of  King  Emmanuel.  This  Convention  seemed  more  determined  on 
aggressive  movements  than  any  previously  held,  not  only  instracting  but 
pledging  means  to  aid  the  State  Executive  Committee  in  advancing  the  work 
of  the  State. 

The  State  Executive  Copimittee  accordingly  convened  at  their  earliest  con- 
venience in  December,  and  after  taking  a  survey  of  the  field,  put  into  execution 
a  plan  that  seemed  best  calculated  to  promote  the  desired  object  The  Execu- 
tive Committee  carried  out  their  plan  as  far  as  they  were  able  with  the  limited 
means  of  three  hundred  dollars  at  their  command,  and  were  very  successful  in 
the  movements  made,  only  needing  thrice  the  amount  of  funds  to  have  made  a 
thorough  canvass,  and  carried  out  such  processes  as  would  have  advantaged  the 
State  throughout.  "  The  Secretary  of  the  Executive  C/ommittee  was  employed 
to  visit  all  Associations  in  the  State,  collect  statistics,  and  give  all  possible  en- 
couragement to  Christian  workers,  in  establishing  new  Associations,  and  vital- 
izing old  ones,  acting  in  concert  with  country  members  of  this  Committee,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  Chairman  thereof."  To  this  was  added  the  holding 
of  small  mass  meetings  with  different  Associations,  or  what  might  be  called  sys- 
tem of  visitations  among  the  Associations.  The  reciprocal  influence  and  encour- 
agement thus  gained  was  very  effective  and  happy.  These  efforts  even  where 
nothing  seemed  to  be  gained  in  the  special  Associational  work,  aroused  greater 
activity  among  Christian  workers  generally. 

More  work  has  been  done  for  the  State  by  the  State  Executive  Committee 
during  the  present  year  than  ever  before.  Efficient  aid  has  also  been  received 
from  the  General  Executive  Committee,  so  that,  if  in  the  year  to  come  these  ex- 
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ertions  are  oontinued  and  properly  supported,  we  maj  reasonably  hope  and  ex- 
pect a  decided  advance  in  power  and  strength  as  well  as  an  increased  nmnber  of 
Associations. 

The  Montville  and  the  Stonington  Associations  have  been  organized  dniing 
the  present  year,  and  several  others  have  renewed  activities,  after  a  sesson  of 
saspension,  while  those  in  health  and  vigor  have  enlarged  their  field  of  us^ 
ness. 

The  work  is  the  Lord's ;  He  will  prosper  it ;  blessed  be  His  name. 

NEWTON  FULLEB, 

Cor.  Jfember. 


NEW  YORK. 

The  past  year  has  not  been  marked  by  an  increase  in  the  nnmber  of  oar 
Associations,  nor  by  any  striking  developments  in  their  history ;  but  with 
many  of  them  it  has  been  a  season  of  steady  and  healthy  progress  toward  is 
assured  permanence,  and  toward  the  fulfilment  of  their  true  aim. 

There  are  now  fifly-three  Associations  on  our  roll.  Five  of  them  own  bniW- 
ings,  and  six  others  are  raising  building  funds.  The  estimated  value  of  ^ 
buildings,  above  all  debts,  together  with  the  building  funds,  is  $443,500.  The 
North  Shore,  Staten  Island,  and  Poughkeepsie  Associations,  are  jnst  enteriiig 
commodious  buildings,  finely  adapted  to  their  wants.  Eleven  other  Assoda^ 
tions  have  taken  possession  of  new  and  improved  rooms  during  the  jear: 
thirty-five  sustain  reading-rooms,  and  six  have  gymnasiums.  It  is  also  gnt^f- 
ing  to  note  that  eight  of  our  Associations  now  employ  General  Secretaries,  ami 
others  are  debating  the  matter. 

While  many  of  our  Associations  have  sustained  social  meetings,  lectures,  &&, 
there  is  a  general  feeling  that  the  prayer-meeting  is  the  chief  instrumentalitj 
for  us  to  employ,  and  many  of  these  gatherings  are  full  of  interest.  Few  of  oor 
Associations  have  enjoyed  marked  revivals  of  religion,  but  thirteen  of  thm 
report  eighty-three  conversions,  as  fruits  of  God's  working  through  their  in- 
strumentality, and  others  speak  of  religious  interest  without  enumerating 
results. 

Our  State  Convention  was  held  at  Utica,  Sept.  13-14,  1871,  and  was  an 
earnest  and  practical  gathering.  The  State  Ck>mmittee  since  that  time  bate 
been  unusually  engaged  with  home  duties,  and  have  not  themselves  been  aU« 
to  do  as  much  as  the  year  before  in  visiting  and  encouraging  Assodadoai. 
But  they  were  fortunate  last  summer  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  George  W 
Leonard,  of  Auburn,  as  travelling  agent,  and  found  his  perseverance  and  tad 
invaluable  in  this  work.  He  has  just  entered  upon  another  tour  of  fooi 
months. 

JOHN  I.  PLATT, 

Cor.MeBL 


NEW  JERSEY. 
A  year  ago  we  reported  thirty-two  organizations,  with  2,076  active  and  1,04S 
associate  members.     Three  are  dead,  and  six  others  have  been  organiael 
We  now  have  thirty-five  Assodations,  with  2,958  active  and  1,008  assodair 
members. 
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For  the  year  ending  1871  the  various  AsBociatioDS  had  expended,  independent 
of  building  fundfl,  $9,355 ;  for  the  year  ending  1872,  $17,170.  Beverly  had  a 
building,  as  reported  last  year.  This  year  we  rejoice  to  add  New  Brunswick 
and  Newark  to  the  list  of  Associations  having  homes  of  their  own.  At  Bayonne 
City  the  Association  (new)  have  the  free  use  of  the  second  and  third  stories  of 
a  fine  brick  block,  comprising  hall,  gymnasium,  reading-room,  and  parlor.  The 
Association  at  Jersey  CSty,  wrongfully  reported  dead  a  year  ago,  was  only  sick, 
and  now,  thanks  to  the  Great  Physician  and  the  energy  of  its  efficient  President 
and  his  co-laborers,  is  again  fixed  upon  a  permanent  basis,  and  have  strong  hopes 
to  sit  under  their  own  vine  and  fig-tree  ere  another  twelve-month.  A  new  Asso- 
ciation has  been  organized  at  Newton,  the  result  of  a  revival  and  the  efforts  of 
H.  J.  Rudd  (Pres.),  who  five  years  before  came  from  Northampton,  Mass.  The 
Association  at  Elizabeth  is  an  effective  organization.  They  are  taking  rapid 
strides  toward  erecting  a  building,  and  have  established  a  branch  at  the  Port, 
which  in  usefulness  promises  to  out-rival  the  parent  organization. 

At  Montclair  the  brethren  have  had  a  new  lease  of  life  given  them  ;  have  met 
Anti-Christ,  and  in  the  victory  added  to  their  influence  and  friends  not  a  few. 

Both  Newark  and  New  Brunswick  have  in  their  Associations  realized  all  that 
the  possession  of  a  home  signifies.  The  former  have  at  a  great  bargain  pur 
chased  an  edifice,  which,  at  a  slight  expense,  will  be  adapted  and  wholly  conse- 
crated to  the  work.  The  total  cost  will  not  exceed  $60,000.  In  time,  as  God 
prospers  them,  they  will  add  to  and  improve. 

At  New  Brunswick,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  they  own  their  building,  and  have 
established  schools  and  classes,  and  thus  increased  th^  individual  and  public 
interest,  much  to  their  own  profit  and  usefulness. 

The  Orange  Association  also  have  been  alive  during  the  past  year — have, 
beside  their  especial  work,  organized  schools  and  classes,  and  already  have 
a  considerable  fund  for  building  purposes. 

The  brethren  at  Hightstown  report  a  vigorous  and  effective  organization. 
Also  Plainfield,  Roseville,  Trenton,  Hackensack,  Whippany,  Westfield,  Beverly, 
Bridgeton  and  Boonton.  The  other  Associations  have  a  name  and  may  live, 
but  life  seems  to  be  a  burthen,  as  they  make  no  report  thereof.  On  the  whole, 
the  work  is  cheerily  advancing  and  growing  upon  and  in  the  lives  of  the 
young  men.  In  many  places  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  organization  are 
taking  root,  and  we  hope  soon  to  reap  the  fruit. 

The  State  Convention,  110  delegates,  was  a  practical  success,  notwithstandii  ir 
the  State  Executive  Committee  may  have  failed  to  reap  all  the  fruits 

Christian  men,  if  "  fervent  in  spirit,"  are  also  "diligent  in  busines","  and 
can  not  be  expected  to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  develope  the  work.  They 
may  direct  from  more  familiarity,  but  they  need  an  efficient  paid  agent,  who 
can  execute  their  plans. 

New  Associations  have  been  organized  at  Metuchin,  Burlington,  Elizabeth- 
port,  Newton,  Bayonne  City,  and  among  the  Germans  of  Newark.'  This  last  is 
a  new  and  peculiar  work,  and  very  encouraging.  The  Germans  of  Jersey  City 
have  met  and  are  about  to  organize.  We  may  also  mention  the  organization  of 
the  Women's  Christian  Association  of  Newark,  who  have  secured  and  furnished 
a  building  and  are  now  affording  homes,  culture  and  Christian  influ- 
ences to  many  who  would  otherwise  be  homeless,  or  at  best  have  cheerless 
accommodation. 

These  results  of  the  work  during  the  past  year  are  encouraging  to  us,  and 
we  hope  an  incentive  to  others.    We  have  not  done  all  that  might  have  been 
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aooomplished,  from  lack  of  experience,  bat  trust  that  the  Babstantial  interest 
taken  in  the  work  may  grow  into  an  enthusiasm  of  love  and  devotion  to  the 
Master. 

CHARLES  B.  MORRIS, 

Car.  MefnJber. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  work  in  this  State  durinpr  the  past  year  has  been  highly  encoaraging. 
The  State  is  divided  into  seven  districts.  A  member  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee is  chosen  from  each  of  these  districts,  having  special  supervision  over  the 
district  in  which  he  resides. 

The  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  October,  determined  to  hold  a  series  of  visita- 
tion meetings  or  local  conventions — ^these  meetings  to  be  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  A. 
Taggart,  State  Secretary,  assisted  by  Prof.  Wm  Johnson,  and  each  member  of 
the  Committee  in  his  particular  district.  The  Committi'O  consists  as  follows : 
H.  K.  Porter,  Chairman,  Pittsburg  ;  Gen.  James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte  ;  Colonel 
D.  E.  Small,  York;  W.  D.  Mossman,  Scranton ;  N.  F.  Evans,  Philadelphia; 
James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg  ;  Maj.  E.  W.  Matthews,  Foxburg. 

The  first  series  of  meetings  were  held  during  December  and  January.  The 
Committee  at  its  meeting  at  Harrisburg,  in  February,  determined  to  eontinae 
the  meetings  during  the  months  of  March  and  April,  generously  making  p^- 
sonal  pledges  of  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  the  work.  The  object  of  these 
meetings  has  not  been  so  much  to  awaken  a  general  interest  in  the  work  as  to 
stimulate  and  encourage  those  who  are  already  engaged  in  it.  And  yet  in 
many  places  both  objects  were  accomplished.  In  some  a  deep  spiritual  interest 
was  manifest. 

At  Carbondale,  Great  Bend,  Williamsport  and  Jersey  Shore,  quite  a  number 
for  the  first  time  made  profession  of  faith  in  Christ ;  and  the  testimony  of  manj 
Christians  was  that  they  had  enjoyed  genuine  times  of  refreshing. 

Many  of  our  organizations  have  heretofore  had  no  definite  aim  in  view,  and 
the  consequence  has  been  a  feverish,  fitful  existence,  and  in  some  instances  i 
shameful  death.  They  are  not  organizations  designed  for  the  brethren  to  con- 
gratulate each  other  that  the  millenium  is  coming,  or  that  there  is  no  longer 
any  need  of  churches  or  ministers.  The  true  aim  of  these  organizations  Ib 
'work  for  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  salvation  of  souls ; "  and  more  especiallj 
of  young  men.  More  particularly  it  means  a  work  for  every  man,  and  every 
man  at  his  work.  With  these  ends  in  view,  our  meetings  have  been  blessed  in 
giving  permanency  and  strength  to  many  of  the  weaker  organizations,  and  set- 
ting the  work  of  the  Associations  in  a  new  liglit  before  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Such  topics  as  the  following  were  discussed  :  "  The  Object  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association :  Its  Relation  to  the  Church ;  The  Qualifications  of  an 
Eflfective  Association ;  Personal  Consecration  to  Christ."  No  programme  was 
arranged  that  would  apply  to  every  place.  The  topics  were  selected  with  ref- 
erence to  the  peculiar  necessity  of  each  place  in  which  the  meetings  were  held. 
So  far  as  possible,  private  meetings  were  held  with  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, where  more  specific  instruction  was  given  in  regard  to  the  work,  and 
with  the  happiest  results. 

Twenty-two  new  organizations  have  been  effected  throughout  the  State  dur- 
ing the  year.    About  one  hundred  Associations  are  working  with  more  or  less 


XXXIX. 

fidthfalness  and  saccese.  The  Association  at  Beaver  Falls  is  making  an  efibrt 
to  obtain  a  building.  The  employment  of  one  hundred  Chinamen  in  the  cut- 
lery establishment  of  that  place  makes  it  a  grand  field  for  missionary  work. 

At  Mount  Joy  they  are  making  an  effort  to  erect  a  building. 

The  Assiociation  at  Carlisle  has  purchased  a  mission  building  where  they  hold 
services.  Sometimes  the  worst  thing  for  an  Association  is  to  start  out  with  too 
much  financial  strength.  One  of  our  Associations  started  with  a  finely  fur- 
nished hall  and  over  $1,000  in  the  treasury.  About  one  year  ago  we  were 
pained  to  record  its  failure.  Over  the  grave  of  the  old  one  we  hope  before  long 
to  see  a  new  one  rise,  strong  in  spiritual  life,  organizing  victory  out  of  what 
seems  inglorious  defeat.  Experience  is  a  grand  teacher  in  spiritual  work,  if  we 
are  faithful  to  learn  her  lessons. 

We  regret  to  record  the  loss  from  our  work  of  T.  K.  Cree,  our  former  worthy 
and  very  efficient  Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee.  Having  ac- 
cepted a  field  of  great  udefalness  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commis- 
sioners, we  are  assured  of  his  influence  for  the  Master  among  all  with  whom 
he  may  come  in  contact. 

On  the  whole,  our  Associations  never  gave  better  evidence  of  permanency, 
and  of  persistent  working  with  a  definite  aim  than  at  the  present. 

C.  C.  SHIRK, 

Cot.  Member. 


OHIO. 


The  work  in  Ohio  has  been  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  the  larger  Associations 
have  made  encouraging  progress.  In  Cincinnati,  more  than  thirty  thousand 
dollars  have  been  pledged  for  the  new  building,  and  the  Association  work  has 
been  actively  pushed  in  many  directions. 

A  railroad  branch  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  has  been  established  in  the  large  Union 
Depot  in  Cleveland,  and  the  results  have  already  gratified  the  hearts  of  its 
founders. 

The  Toledo  Association  has  found  a  home  in  new,  commodious  quarters,  and 
has  greatly  enlarged  its  operations.  Dayton  has  a  flourishing  railroad  Mission 
in  a  building  of  its  own,  and  sustains  two  daily  prayer  meetings  throughout 
the  year.  Some  of  the  smaller  Associations  have  languished,  but  at  Springdale 
the  oft  mooted  question,  "  How  can  Associations  be  maintained  jn  the  smallest 
Towns"  has  been  practically  answered  in  one  of  the  smaller  towns  in  the 
State,  and  the  Association  ha«  purchased  and  furnished* a  good  building  with 
ample  £Bu;ilities  for  all  its  meetings.  It  is  free  from  debt,  and  the  centre  of 
many  good  influences,  literary  and  religious,  which  are  widely  felt.  May  many 
do  likewise. 

H.  P.  LLOYD,  Cor.  Mem. 


MICHIGAN. 

The  condition  of  the  Young  Men*s  Christian  Associations  of  Michigan  has 
changed  but  little  during  the  past  year.  An  Association  was  organized  Feb- 
ruary 5th,  1872,  at  Union  City.  I  have  visited  the  Associations  at  Adrian,  Ann 
Arbor,  East  Saginaw,  Grand  Rapids,  Ionia,  Jackson.  Nilee,  and  Port  Huron,  and 
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addressed  meetingrs  at  Grand  Rapids  and  East  Saginaw.  The  Assodations  it 
Jackson  and  Monroe  have  closed  their  rooms,  but  have  not  disbanded.  I  hope 
during  the  coming  year  thej  may  take  on  a  new  life. 

A  great  and  good  work  has  been  prosecuted  bj  the  Associations  in  Ofivet 
College  and  the  IJniversitj  of  Michigan,  among  the  students,  and  I  reoommood 
to  my  brother  Corresponding  Members  from  other  States  the  organizing^  of 
Associations  in  all  institutions  of  learning.  The  Association  at  Alp^m  (& 
small  town  in  Thimder  Bay,  Lake  Huron)  has  done  a  good  work,  and  bids  &ir 
to  have  the  first  Association  building  in  the  State.  The  Detroit  Assodatioii  has 
steadily  held  its  different  lines  of  work  with  good  results. 

A  great  deal  of  time  and  labor  was  spent  in  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  grett 
fires,  but,  thanks  to  the  prompt  response  to  our  appeals  for  aid,  we  were  enabled 
to  help  tbe  needy  and  to  care  for  all. 

A  State  Convention  was  held  February  20th  and  21st  in  East  Sagintw. 
Eleven  Associations  were  represented,  and  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested 
in  the  work. 

I  report  now  sixteen  active  Associations,  and  fouj  Associations  that  still  hold 
their  organization,  but  are  not  working. 

FRANK  D.  TAYLOR, 

Cor.  Mmbtr, 


WISCONSIN. 

We  deeply  regret  the  necessity  which  compels  us  to  record  the  fieuA  that  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  our  State  are  not  in  as  prosperoas  ft 
condition  this  year  as  during  the  one  just  past.  Much  as  we  regret  to  be 
obliged  thus  to  speak  of  our  present  circumstances,  we  feel  that  it  is  preferable 
to  face  the  facts  in  the  case  as  they  are,  than  to  attempt,,  by  gilding  them  over 
with  brilliant  language,  to  present  them  in  any  other  than  their  true  aspect 
As  in  the  former  case,  knowing  "  the  situation,*'  we  are  the  better  prepared  to 
devise  ways  and  means  by  which  ta  secure  in  the  future  such  results  io  the 
Association  work  as  shall  not  only  speak  well  for  its  progress  in  our  State,  but 
shall  at  the  same  time  prove  gratifying  to  every  earnest  working  Christiftii, 
and  we  trust  shall  also  meet  the  approving  smile  of  our  Divine  Mast^ .  While 
in  the  latter  case  we  should  most  certainly  succeed  in  crippling  not  only  ooi 
abilities  and  energies,  but  also  our  work. 

We  hoped  tiiat  the  second  annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men^s  Chria- 
tian  Associations  of  our  State,  (held  at  Whitewater,  November  1st,.  2d  and 
3d,  1871,)  would  be  the  means  of  infusing  a  new  and  quickening  inspintioD 
into  the  souls  of  delegates  in  attendance ;  as  the  natural  result  of  which  ire 
expected  to  see  a  renewed  and  more  complete  consecration  of  the  AasodatioDa 
to  the  work  of  saving  souls.  And  while  we  cannot  but  believe  that  delegatea 
were  greatly  benefited,  yet  we  fear  that  many  forgot  to  scatter  at  home  some 
of  the  spirittial  gifts  they  had  received  in  such  abundance  while  in  atten^Uuiee 
upon  the  Convention. 

We  have  been  very  much  distressed  when  we  hare  observed  and  had  mo- 
tioned to  us  the  growing  apathy  on  the  part  of  many  of  our  members,  and 
more  especially  of  some  of  our  clergy,  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations.  But  as  every  dark  cloud  has  a  bright  aide  turned 
toward  the  sun,,  so  our  work  during  the  past  year>  we  trust,,  has  not  altogether 
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resulted  in  deepening  the  gloom  of  the  moral  atmosphere.  We  believe  that 
our  work  has  its  bright  side,  even  though  the  eje  of  God  may  be  the  only  one 
that  beholds  its  reflected  light ;  for  we  learn  firom  some  of  the  reports  we  have 
received  that  a  special  and  growing  religious  interest  has  been  awakened  in 
some  of  our  Associations.  Several  of  our  Associations  have  either  weekly,  tri- 
weekly or  daily  prayer  meetings.  Several  have  reading  rooms,  libraries,  Bible 
classes  for  young  men,  and  have  also  had  courses  of  lectures  during  the  winter. 
Financially,  we  believe  the  majority  of  our  Associations  stand  well.  None 
own  buildings,  or  have  building  funds ;  the  former  could  hardly  be  expected 
as  yet  in  a  new  work,  in  a  partially  developed  State,  such  as  is  Wisconsin,  com- 
pared with  Eastern  Statea  As  we  look  abroad  over  our  State,  even  though  it 
is  only  partially  settled,  we  feel  constrained  to  adopt  the  sentiment  expressed 
by  our  Great  Leader :  •*  Truly  the  harvest  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few  ; 
pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  will  send  forth  laborers  into 
the  field."  That  the  latter  clause  may  be  the  prayer  of  the  Convention  for 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  is  the  earnest  wish  of  your  fellow- worker  in  the  cause 

of  our  loved  Master. 

E.  D.  BEADE,  Car.  Mem, 


LOUISIANA. 

I  regret  that  my  report  of  the  history  of  the  Young  Men*s  Christian  Associa- 
tion cause  in  Louisiana  during  the  past  year  is  necessarily  so  very  meagre. 

Our  work  has  not  only  been  confined  to  this  city,  but  it  has  also  been  very 
much  confined  in  the  city. 

As  compared  with  our  possibilities,  our  achievements  have  been  very  small 
indeed ;  but  that  we  have  been  able  to  maintain  our  existence,  though  brought 
Into  so  straight  a  place,  has,  we  doubt  not,  been  a  blessing  to  the  community. 

Were  I  to  be  present  at  the  Convention,  I  might  draw  from  our  experience 
some  hints  that  would  be  valuable  to  the  brethren  when  considering  the  sub- 
ject of  a  General  Secretary,  his  duties  and  qualifications. 

By  a  too  hasty  selection  of  such  an  officer,  our  progress  has  been  most  seri- 
ously retarded,  and  indeed  our  Association  nearly  wrecked. 

Where  such  an  officer  is  needed,  let  the  available  men  (they  will  never  be  an 
host)  be  carefully  canvassed  and  prayerfully  studied,  before  a  selection  is  made 
for  a  position  of  such  peculiar  responsibility. 

The  precipitate  of  his  qualifications  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  be  9cmetified 
common  sense,  a  joint  and  several  characteristic,  and  a  m'tm  qua  non.  Were  it 
possible,  I  should  heartily  second  Brother  WeidensaH's  project  of  a  training 
school  for  such  officers.  Surely  they  need  a  course  of  study  as  much  as  any 
candidate  for  the  pulpit  ministry. 

Success  in  '  street  comer"  and  "  peach-box"  ministry  needs  special  prepara. 
tion.  Another  extract  from  the  teaching  of  that  school  in  which  even  fools  are 
said  to  learn.  Where  Associations  are  to  be  formed  in  large  towns  or  cities, 
and  have  the  prospect  of  a  numerous  membership,  let  them  be  organized  as 
dose  corporations,  giving  to  the  Association  collectively  only  the  selection  of 
a  Board  of  Managers  or  Directors,  and  to  that  Board  committing  the  election 
and  control  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Assodatioii. 

A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is,  in  some  respects,  of  the  earth- 
earthy,  and  where  the  management  of  its  affidrs  is  left  to  the  difiTused  rather 
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than  the  condensed  wisdom  of  its  members,  too  much  latitude  ia  afR>rded  for 
cabal  and  intrigne.  I  claim  no  ori^nality  for  these  ideas,  but  merely  that  our 
experience  has  proven  their  correctness. 

May  the  Master  in  whose  cause  we  are  engaged,  direct  and  prosper  all  the 
delil)erations  of  the  Convention. 

A.  H.  NELSON,  Chr.  Mem, 


GEORGIA. 

I  cannot  answer  except  for  the  Association  of  this  City.  I  have  written  to 
the  different  cities,  but  have  received  no  definite  information.  The  Toong 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  place  is  doing  well,  considering  all  the  diffi- 
culties labored  under.  There  is  now  one  hundred  and  fifty  active  and  fifty 
associate  members. 

I  trust  in  the  Lord's  good  Providence  that  by  the  infiuences  of  this  Associar 
tion  will  be  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  our  Redeemer,  win  souls  to  Christ,  and  that 
the  blood-stained  banner  of  the  Cross  may  wave  in  triumph  over  every  citadel 
of  sin  in  Georgia. 

Regretting  that  the  information  is  so  meagre, 

JAS.  H.  CRANSTON,  Ad,  Cor.  Mem. 


WEST  VraGINIA. 

Whilst  the  Christian  activity  and  vigor  of  our  Associations  are  not  such  as 
an  earnest  heart  might  desire,  yet  very  material  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  year,  in  preparing  the  way  for  future  growth  and  usefulness. 

Out  of  a  prayerful  plan,  formed  by  our  delegates  at  the  Washington  Con- 
vention, has  grown  a  State  Organization,  which  held  its  first  meeting  in  Clarks- 
burg, last  December,  continuing  three  days,  and  promises  at  its  next  session  to 
gather  force  and  infiuence  for  the  Master.  To  that  first  meeting  your  Cor- 
responding Member,  with  those  brethren  who  perfected  tbe  arrangements,  went 
with  many  misgivings  and  little  hope  of  creating  an  interest  or  forming  a  State 
Association.  But  the  Master  was  there,  and  the  sessions  were  full  of  quiet  con- 
fidence and  prayer.  Life  and  harmony  were  woven  into  even  the  business 
hours  of  the  Convention.  Anxious  inquiry  and  deep  feeling  were  in  the  hearts 
of  the  evening  audiences,  and  manifested  themselves  at  the  opportunity  for 
special  prayer.  Every  minister  in  the  place  labored  with  us,  for  a  blesnng. 
We  believe  the  influences  carried  home  from  that  place  of  labor  will  be  felt  for 
the  interests  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  throughout  the  State. 

The  visit  of  Brother  Robt.  Weidensall,  the  eflScient  General  Agent,  was  not 
only  an  acceptable  and  pleasnnt  affair  to  the  friends  of  the  cause  In  the  State, 
but  did  much  to  make  our  State  Convention  a  success.  Seven  new  Associations 
were  organized  by  his  direct  efforts,  thus  increasing  the  whole  number  to  eleven. 
These  new  Associations  have  as  yet  little  to  report,  but  the  experience  of  the 
coming  year,  we  trust,  will  nurture  them  into  strength  and  permanency.  Of 
the  older  Associations,  Wheeling  and  Parkersburg  are  doing  aggressive  service. 
Maiden  and  Charleston  have  suspended  formal  monthly  meetings  for  the  present ; 
but  the  few  active  members  still  carry  on  Christian  work  weekly  in  Mission 
Schools  and  prayer-meetings  under  their  special  directions. 

The  next  State  Convention  will  be  held  in  Parkersburg  :  time  not  fixed. 

ALVARO  F.  GIBBENS,  Cor.  Mem. 
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• 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

We  are  holding  Sabbath  evening  services  for  the  masses  in  our  Hall  which 
are  largely  attended  and  fall  of  interest.  An  interesting  feature,  which  attracted 
an  unusual  audience,  was  the  announcement  of  eight  sermons,  five  minutes  each. 
The  scripture  lesson  was  Bartimeus,  and  each  of  the  eight  young  men  gave  a 
thrilling  address  upon  the  subject,  urging  the  people  to  throw  aside  every  ob- 
stacle, and  as  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  passing  by  to  call  upon  him  that  they 
might  receive  their  sight.  Following  this  meeting  we  held  as  usual  an  inquiry 
meetings  and  a  large  number  of  young  men  testified  their  determination  to  seek 
the  Saviour.    The  Sabbath  services  are  reaching  multitudes  of  the  unreached. 

Our  open-air  meetings  each  evening  under  our  auspices  are  held  by  represen- 
tatives from  some  one  church ;  this  has  an  excellent  effect,  both  upon  our  meet- 
ing following  at  the  rooms  and  upon  the  church  sending  its  representatives. 

There  is  scarcely  an  evening  but  anxious  ones  come  to  the  meeting  after  the 
open-air  services,  and  some  intensely  interesting  cases  of  hopeful  conversion  have 
come  to  us. 

Some  eight  or  ten  of  the  U.  S.  Marines  stationed  at  our  Navy  Yard  here  have 
given  good  evidence  of  a  new  found  Saviour's  love. 

A  company  of  our  young  men  seeing  in  a  neighboring  Camp  Meeting  an  op- 
portunity to  work  for  the  Master,  engaged  a  tent  and  at  such  seasons  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  regular  services  held  meetings  in  our  own  peculiar  way.  The 
seasons  of  silent  prayer,  the  exposition  of  Scripture  and  the  earnest  but  un- 
impassirned  appeals  from  our  young  men  with  hearts  all  aglow  with  love  for 
the  Saviour,  were  very  much  honored  of  the  Master  in  the  salvation  of  souls. 
On  a  Sabbath  day,  from  one  o'clock  until  seven  in  the  afternoon  a  relay  meeting 
was  held  in  woods  among  the  crowds  who  came  not  to  listen  to  the  preaching. 
As  one  after  another  gave  their  thrilling  testimonies  of  the  power  of  grace  as 
witnessed  or  experienced  by  them,  the  weeping  among  the  multitudes  proved 
their  hearts  were  reached,  and  many  resolved  then  to  lead  new  lives. 

Our  noonday  meeting,  although  small,  is  a  precious  place  to  many  souls.  One 
man  over  40  years  of  age  gave  his  testimony  a  few  weeks  since,  that  he  came 
into  the  rooms  to  rest  from  the  toil  and  heat  when  he  heard  the  invitation  to 
the  noon  meeting ;  came  into  the  room,  was  so  impressed  he  came  again  and 
soon  became  a  Christian,  and  stated  on  the  morrow.  Sabbath,  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life  he  would  go  with  his  five  children  to  church.  H^s  daily  testimony 
is  of  the  joy  found  in  the  service  of  the  Saviour.  Many  similar  instances  are 
occurring  in  our  midst. 

We  have  recently  commenced  open-air  meetings  in  Georgetown,  which  are 
well  sustained  and  are  growing  in  interest.  We  are  hoping  to  organize  a 
branch  Association  in  that  city  as  the  way  may  open. 

We  are  preparing  a  plan  of  a  training  College  for  Christian  workers,  so  that 
we  may  have  our  workers  thoroughly  prepared  in  the  head  as  well  as  the 
heart  for  Christian  work.  I  will  send  you  a  circular  of  our  plan  when  per- 
fected. 

GEO.  A.  HALL,  (Jor.  Mem, 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  AT  WASHINGTON  CONVENTION. 


ForlQeneTal  Expenses,  paid 44640  21 

unpaid 8,dt4  00 


For  Reports  of  Ck>nTention,  paid. $854  90 

unpaid 276  00 


UNPAID  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

For  General  Expenses,  1868 $10  00 

1869 882  00 

1870 175  00 

1871 8,884  00 


For  Reports  of  Conyention,  1868 $5  00 

1869 6150 

1870 46  00 

1871 276  00 


$7,980  21 


$680  90 


$8,901  00 


$888  50 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MAY  1, 1871,  TO  JUNE,  1872. 


AlexAndria  Ya. 

Alpina.  Mich 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich 

Ashland.  Ohio 

Attica,  Ind 

Attleboro.  Mass 

Aabam,N.  Y 

Baltimore.  Md 

Beaver,  Pa. 

Bethlehem.  Pa 

Boston,  Mass 

Brooklyn,  N.Y 

Bmnswiok,  Me 

Bacvms,  Ohio 

Barlington,  Yt 

Carlisle,  Pa 

Centreville,  Pa 

Charlestown,  W.  Ya. 
Charlestown,  Mass.. . 
Charlottetown,      Pr. 

Ed.  Island 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Clinton,  Mass. 

CoatesTllle.  fa. 

Connelsville,  Pa 

Crossroads,     Kogers 

hill.N.  8 :.... 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Detroit,  Mich 

East  Whiteland,  Pa. 

Elizabeth,  N  J 

Erie,  Pa 

Fitch bnrg,  Mass  .... 
Fort  Waj-ne.Ind.... 
Frederick  City,  Md.. 

Fulton,  N.Y 

Goshen,  N.Y 

Goshen,  Conn 

Grand  Kapids,  Mich. 

Greenfield,  MhM 

Hagerstown,  Md 

Halifax  N.  S 

Hamilton.  Ont .  Ca. . 
Hanover  Coll.  Ind... 

Harrisburgh  Pa 

Haverhill,  Mass 

Hopkinton.  Mass 

Hudson,  N.Y 

Juhnstown,  Pa 

Kalamaxoo.  Mich 

Lafayette,  Ind 

Lafayette  College,Pa. 

Lancaster.  Pa 

Leicester.  Mass 

Louisville,  Ky 

Lowell,  Mass 

Lvnn.  Mass 

Manchester.  N.  H. .. 

Mansfield.  Ohio 

Marblehead.  Mass... 

Milford,  Mass: 

Milford,  Conn 

Minneapolis,  Minn.. 

Moutclair,  N.J 

Montreal.  Ca 

Moodus,  Conn 

Maine  State  Conv'n . . 

Newark,  K.J 

Newburgh,  N.Y 


Report 

Om.Kx. 

$10  00 

$5  no 

30  00 

S  50 

10  00 

950 

10  00 

5U 

1  00 

10  00 

500 

50  00 

13  00 

130  00 

500 

13  00 

50  00 

5  00 

275  00 

350  00 

250 

15  00 

10  00 

10  00 

850 

ID  00 
300 

50 

500 

350 

90  00 

5  no 

10  00 

13  5<» 

325  00 

10  00 

100  00 

300 

5  00 

50 

1  00 

500 

300 

5  00 

30  00 

3  65 

30  00 

7  50 

3  00 

13  50 

50  00 

5  00 

50  10 

1  50 

5  on 

I  00 

500 

950 

10  00 

3  50 

10  on 

850 

25  00 

50 

5  00 

10  00 

1  00 

10  00 

5  00 

500 

50  00 

5  00 

40  oe 

1  00 

5  00 

200  00 

750 

2(i0<» 

5  00 

3  50 

35  00 

800 

300 

50 

5  00 

10  00 

5  00 

15  00 

350 

500 

50 

5  00 

500 

10  00 

300 

100  00 

S5  0fl 

850 

10  00 

5  00 

85  00 

1  00 

.V) 

1  00 

50 

50tf 

500 

10  00 

5  00 

10  00 

5  00 

35  00 

50 

100  00 

35  00 

1  00 

10  00 

ToUl. 

$10  00 

35  00 

13  50 

13  50 

50 

11  00 
55  00 

133  00 

5  00 
63  00 

380  00 

350  00 

17  50 

10  00 

10  00 

12  50 
2  00 
550 

22  SO 

15  Ool 

337  5«l| 

no  00 

7  00 

50 

6  ool 

I 

2  00 

35  00 

33  65 

10  50 
62  50 
55  00 

6  50 
6  00 
12  5u 
12  50 
37  50 
50 
15  001 

11  00 

10  10 
50  OOi 
45  00 

6  00 
200  00 

37  50 
5  00 

27  50 

500 

50 

15  00 

90  00 

7  50 
5  SO 

15  00 
103  00 

95  ro 

12  50 
•30  00 

1  00 

1  50 

5  50 

15  00 

15  00 

30  00 

50 

100  00 

35  00 

11  00 


Y. 


New  Haven,  Conn.. 
New  London,  Conn. 
New  Orleans,  La 
Newport.  N.  H.. 
New  Utrecht,  N 

New  York 

Northboro',  Mass 
North  Elba,  N.  Y 
Oakham,  Mass. . 
Oberlin.  Ohio... 
Olivet,  Mich.... 
Orange.  N.  J.... 
Parkersburg,  W.  Ya. 
Petroleum  Centre, Pa 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Piciouv  _ 

Pike.  Pa 

Pittsburgh.  Pa.... 
Plaiufield,  N.  J... 
Plantsville,  Conn 

Pontiao,  III 

Port  Hope,  Ca. . . . 

Portland,  Me 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y^ 
Princeton,  Ont..  Ca. . 

Providence,  R.  I 

Putnam,  Conn. 

Quebec,  Ca. 

heading,  Pa 

Rochester,  Minn 

Rookport,  Mass 

Rutland,  Mass 

St.  Catherine,  Ont., 

Ca. 

St  John,  N.  B 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

St  Paul,  Minn 

Sap  Francisco.  Cal.. 
Schenectady,  N.  Y  . . 

Scranton,  Pa. 

Slippery  Rock,  Pa... 

Sheffield.  Ohio 

Somervllle,  Ms«s 

So.  Deerfield,  Mass.. 

Spencer,  Mass 

Stoneham,  Msss 

Syracuse,  N.  Y 

Tidionte.  Pa. 

Toronto,  Ca. 

Trenton,  N.J 

Truro.  N.  S 

Wakefield,  Maas..... 
Washington,  D. C... 

Westboro',  Masa 

Westerly,  R.L 

Westfleld.Pa 

Wheeling.  W.  V 

Whitewater,  Wis.... 
Williamsport,  Pa. . . . 

Winsted.  Conn 

Winthrop,  Me 

Woodboro',  Md 

Woodstock.  Vt 

Worcester,  Mass 

York,  Pa 

Sales. 


$8  50 

6  00 

250 

1  00 

85  00 

50 

50 

1  00 

1  00 

6  00 
1  00 
5  0J 

8  50 

500 
850 

3  on 

350 
350 

7  50 

8  00 
850 

13  50 
1  50 
1  00 
5  00 
500 
1  00 


500 

850 

50 


850 
10  00 

1  00 
500 
3  00 
1  00 
1  50 

500 

5  00 
4<i 
850 
47  00 
1  00 
3  50 
1  01 
500 
850 
1  00 
1  00 

500 

50 

13  50 

10  00 

850 


$463  55 


G«B.  b. 

$110  001 
85  00 
35  00 

5  ool 

6  00, 
1315  00 

lU  OOl 

5  00. 

5  001 

9  001 
30  00 

500 

35  00 

1000  00 

10  UO 

8  00 

850  00 

10  00 

15  00 

500 

500 
50  00 

30  00 

50  00 
500 
500 
5  00 

10  00 
5  OO 
500 

500 

31  10 
lOOOO 

25  OOl 

loo  00 

10  00 

90  00 

5  0O 

loo  00 
99  00 

sou 

500 

90  00 

10  on 

11  n 

10  00 

500 
950  00 

95  00 
1  00 
50  00 
10  00 
500 
65  00 
50  00 
10  00 

60  00 
30  00 


6376  81 


•119  56 
90  06 

35  00 
75i 
700 

JS40W 
10  56 
59 
600 
500 
300 

36  Ot 
606 

3b  oe 

1000  00 

19  59 

900 

935  00 

18  56 

leOi 

750 

7  50 

57  50 

39  00 

956 

69  50 

6  SO 

6  W 

low 

15  00 
600 
500 

10  oe 

33  60 

10U  50 

85  00 

lOO  Ot 

•   19  Si 

30  00 

S« 

1  00 

105  00 

39  00 

6  M 

6  50 

90  00 

14  00 

11  11 

15  00 


1  00 
«7  50 

900 
55  00 

19  50 

6  00 

66  00 

50  00 

15  00 

50 

73  50 

4«  00 

95$ 


•6838  76 


ASSOCIATIONS  WHICH  DH)  NOT  FORMALLY  REPORT  AT 
LOWELL 


Bbrmuda. 

Masquoboit  Harbor, 
Marsny  Hope, 

West  Meriden, 

Hamilton  PariBh, 

Wopbury. 

Harrington. 

Middleton, 

Mount  Thorn, 

District  of  Columbia. 

Canada. 

New  Glasgow, 

East  Washington, 

Ayr, 

North  East  Margaree, 

Georgetown, 
Washington  (colored). 

Barrie, 

Newport, 

Craigvale, 

Pictou, 

Kingston, 

Portapique, 

Florida. 

OakvUle, 

Rocklin, 

Jacksonville. 

Ottawa, 

Rosen's  Hill, 

Quebec, 

Scotshill, 

Georoia. 

Welland. 

Scotsbum, 

Augusta, 

Springside, 

Athens,  (SUte  Univer- 

New  Bkunswick. 

Stewiacke, 

Bity). 

Bathurst, 

'  Salem  Church, 

Carlton, 

Sherbrooke, 

ILLIKOIB. 

Central  Norton, 

■Springville, 

Areola, 

Chatham, 

Sunnybrae, 

Bloomington, 
Brimfield, 

Miramichi, 

Sutherland  River, 

Richibucto, 

Sydney, 

Carbondale, 

St.  Andrews, 

TatamiAgouche, 

Champaign, 

St.  Stephens, 
Upper  Norton. 

Tr«ro, 

Chicago, 

Upper  Londonderry, 
Watervale, 

Clinton, 

Elgin, 
Fairburg, 

Nova  Scotia. 

Waterville, 

Antigonieh, 

West  River, 

Freeport, 

Albion  Mines, 

Westville, 

Galesburg, 

Amherst, 

Windsor, 

Henepin, 

Baddeck, 

Yarmouth. 

Jacksonville, 

Brooklin, 

Lincoln, 

Cape  George, 

Pkince  Edward's  Isl'd. 

Mendota, 

Gape  John, 

Charlottetown. 

Monmouth, 

Carriboo  &  Tony  River, 

Morris, 

Canard, 

Alabama, 

Olney, 

Cnifton, 

Huntsville. 

Peoria, 

Churchville, 

Pontiac, 

Dartmouth, 

California. 

Prince  ville, 

Durham, 

San  Jose, 

Quincy, 

Fisher's  Grant, 

Stockton. 

Rockford, 

Faneuil  Hall, 

Rock  Island, 

Goldsville, 

Colorado. 

Shawneetown, 

Great  Village  Folly, 
Guysborough, 

Grass  Valley, 

Shelbyville, 

Marysville. 

Springfield, 

Glenelg, 
Green  Hill, 

St.  Charles, 

Connecticut. 

Washburn, 

Hermon  Church, 

Ansonia, 

Wilmington. 

Hopesville, 

Bristol, 

Kentville, 

Danielsonfille, 

Indiana. 

Loading  Ground, 

Hartford, 

Cambridge, 
Crawfordsville, 

Londonderry, 

Morris, 

Lower  Barney's  River, 

Mystic, 

Fort  Wayne,  (EngUsh) 

Lyon's  Brook, 
Maitland, 

North  Stonington, 

Fort  Wayne,  (German) 

Norwalk, 

Franklin, 

Merigomish, 
MarshvUle, 

Phintsville, 

Greencastle, 

Putnam, 

Greenfield, 

Middle  Stewiacke, 

RockviUe, 

Howard, 

Meagher's  Grant, 

West  Hartford, 

Jeffersonville, 

Ivi 


Lafayette, 

Ashland, 

Corruna, 

Michigan  Qty,  (Eng^li) 
Michigan  aty,  (Ger'n) 

Barre, 

East  Saginaw, 
Eaton  Rapids, 

Boston, 

Mishawaka, 

Belchertown, 

Greenville, 

Seymour. 

Brookfield, 

HUlsdale, 

Cambridge, 

Holly, 

Iowa. 

Cambridgeport, 

Jackson, 

Boonshoro, 

Chicopee, 

Kalamazoo, 

Clinton, 

East  Abington, 

Lansing  Normal  Sdiool 

Davenport, 

East  Hampton, 

Marquette, 
Marshall, 

Des  Moines, 

East  Gloucester, 

Decora, 

East  Somerville, 

Monroe, 

Eddyville, 

East  Boston, 

Niles, 

Fort  Dodge, 

Foxboro, 

OUvet, 

Iowa  City, 

Fitchburg, 

Pontiac, 

Keokuk, 

Gardner, 

Port  Huron, 

Marion, 

Greenfield, 

St.  Clair, 

Marshalltown, 

Hadfield, 

Tpsilanti. 

Monticello, 

Haverhill, 

Mount  Vernon, 

Heath, 

Minnesota. 

Montana, 

Holliston, 

Anoka, 

Oscaloosa, 

Hubbardstown, 

Austin, 

Ottumway, 

Lawrence, 

Duluth, 

Tabor, 

Leicester, 

Hastings, 

Waterloo, 

Medford, 

Wankato, 

West  Branch, 

Med  way, 
Middleboro, 

Redwing. 

Wilton. 

Newburyport, 
New  Bedford, 

Mississippi. 

Kansas. 

Columbus. 

Atchison, 

Newton  Corner, 

Junction, 

New  Ipswich, 
North  Bridgewater, 

MlBBOURI. 

Lawrence, 

Hannibal, 

Manhattan. 

North  Wrentham, 

Holden, 

Plymouth, 

KirksviHe, 

Kentucky. 

Riverdale, 

Sedalia, 

Bowling  Green,     ' 

Sandwich, 

Springfield, 
Warrensburg. 

Covington, 

Saxonville, 

Louisville, 

Somerville, 

Lexington. 

South  Deerfield, 

Nebraska. 

South  Danvers, 

Brownsville, 

Maine. 

South  Hadley, 

Fremont, 

Bath, 

South  Weymouth, 

.Kansas  aty. 

Bayaty, 

Taunton, 

Nebraska  City, 

Fryeburg, 

Townsend, 

Omaha. 

Gardiner, 

Weymouth, 

Leeds, 

West  Amesbury, 

New  Hampshire. 

Lewiston, 

West  Brookfield, 

Canterbury, 

North  Berwick, 

Westminster, 

Claremont, 

Richmond, 

West  Newton, 

Centre  Harbor, 

Sunderland, 

Wellsby, 

Dover, 

WatervUle. 

Webster, 

Exeter, 

Whitensville, 

Farmington, 

Maryland. 

Winchester, 

Francestown, 

Annapolis, 

Windham, 

Franklin, 

Baltimore, 

Westboro, 

Great  Falls, 

Bladensburg, 

Worcester, 

Hampton, 

Hagerstown, 

Tarmouthport, 

Laconia, 

Harrisonville, 

Yarmouth. 

Meriden, 

Lutherville, 

Milford, 

Mechanicstown, 

Michigan. 

New  Ipswich, 

•  Woodsboro. 

Adrian, 

New  Castle, 

Allegan, 
Battle  Creek, 

New  Market, 

Mabbachusetts. 

Salmon  Falls, 

Amesbury, 

Bay  City, 

Sandwich, 
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Seabrook. 

New  Jersey. 

Atlantic  City, 

Bergen, 

Beverly, 

Boonton, 

Bgrdentown, 

Bridgeton, 

Dover, 

Elizabethport, 

Freehold, 

Hackettatown, 

Hudson  City, 

Lamberts  ville, 

Lawrence  ville, 

Metuchin, 

Newark,  (Oerman) 

Orange, 
•   Rock^way, 

Rose  ville. 

South  Orange, 

Vineland, 

West  Hoboken, 

Whippany. 

New  York. 
Amsterdam, 
Batavia, 
Bath, 

Binghamton, 
Brewster's  Station, 
Camden, 
Canandaigua, 
Canestota, 
Clinton, 
Cohoes, 
Delhi, 

Dobbs  Ferry, 
Dunkirk, 
East  New  York, 
Geneva, 

Govemeur,  • 

Greenwich, 
Hoosick  Falls, 
Homellsville, 
Jamaica, 
Little  Britain, 
Malone, 
Middletown, 
Mount  Eisco, 
New  York  City,  (col'd). 
New  York,  (German), 
New    York,    (Harlem 

Branch), 
Nicholsville, 
Ogden  Centre, 
Oswego, 
Owego, 
Palmyra, 
Peru, 
Phelps, 
Phenix, 
Plattsburg, 


Richmond, 

Oregon. 

Riverhead, 

Portland. 

Rome, 

Sandy  Hill, 

Pennsylvania. 

Spring  Valley, 
Walton, 

Bloomsburg, 

Burgettstown, 

Wayne, 

Crescent, 

.    Weedsport 

Frankford, 

Hermon, 

North  Carolina. 

Kensington, 
Lyoonnlng  Creek, 
McEeisport, 
New  Milford, 

Charlotte, 

Payetteville, 
Goldsboro, 

Raleigh, 

Wilmington  fEnglish}, 
Wilmington  (German). 

North  East, 

Pennsylvania  College, 

(Gettysburg), 

Ohio. 

Philadelphia  (colored), 
Tunkhammock, 

Akron, 

Union  City, 

Ashtabula, 

Washington, 
Wilkinsburg, 

Bellair, 

Bucyrus, 

Whiteland, 

Cambridge, 

Williamsport, 

Canton, 

Wolf  Creek, 

Chagrin  Falls, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Chardon, 

Young  Men's  Union. 

ChiUoothe, 

arclevllle. 

Rhode  Island. 

Columbiana, 

Centre  ville. 

Coshocton, 

Pawtucket, 

Damasco  ville, 

Providence, 

Delaware, 

Warren. 

East  Fairfield, 

East  Liverpool, 

South  Carolina. 

Elyria, 

Cokesbury, 

Findlay, 

Columbia,  (colored), 

Fremont, 

Charleston,  (colored). 

Geneva, 

Florence, 

Granville, 

Georgetown, 

milsboro. 

Greenville, 

Ironton, 

Hamilton, 

Lima, 

Newburg, 
Spartansburg, 

Lockland, 

Lucas, 

Sumpter, 

Marion, 

Wingsburg, 

Middletown, 

Yorkville. 

Mount  GUead, 

Mount  Union, 

Tennessee. 

Newburg, 

Bristol, 

Oberlin, 

Clarkesville, 

Painesville, 

Greenville, 

Ravenna, 

Knoxville    (E.    Tenn. 

Ripley, 

University,) 

Sandusky, 

Wesley  University, 

Sheffield, 

(Athens.) 

Shelby, 

Springdale, 

Texas. 

Springfield, 
Trenton, 

Houston, 

Rockport. 

Urbana, 

Walnut  Hills, 

Vermont. 

Xenia, 

Berlin, 

Youngstown. 

Bradford, 

Bridgeport, 
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Bristol, 

Brattleboro, 

East  Middlebur/, 

Fairfax, 

Fairhaven, 

Johnstown, 

Lincoln, 

Manchester, 

Middlebury, 

Mount  Holly, 

Norwich, 
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South  Royalton,  ' 

Stowe, 

Springfield, 

Sudbury, 

Townsend, 

Underbill  Centre, 

Vergennes, 


Waterburg  Centre, 
West  Brattleboro, 
Weston, 
Wejrbridge, 
Wilmington, 
Windham, 
Windsor, 
WiBt  Rutland. 


VmoiNiA. 
Charlottesville      (Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,) 


ianon, 

Norfolk, 

Richmond, 

Roanoke  College  (Sa- 
lem,) 

Virginia  Military  Insti- 
tute, 

Washington  and  Lee 
University  (Lexing- 
ton.) 


West  Vikginia. 
Charlestown, 
Grafton,  • 

Kanawha  Salines, 
Maiden, 
Mandeville, 

Morgantown  State  Uni- 
versity, 
Morgantown, 
Moundsville, 
Parkersburg, 
Point  Pleasant. 


Wisconsin. 
Beaver  Dam^ 
Beloit, 
Madison, 
Milwaukee, 
Portage  City, 
Racine, 
Ripon, 
Whitewater. 
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Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations) 

OP  THE  United  States  and  Bbitish  Provinces,  v 

Corner  of  4th  Avenue  and  23d  Street. ) 

New  York,  May  24^A,  1873. 

The  Lowell  Convention  of  these  Societies  adjourned  to  meet  at 
San  Francisco,  California,  or,  in  case  satisfactory  arrangements 
could  not  be  made  with  the  Eailroad  Companies,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York  Negotiation  with  these  Companies,  and  extended 
consultation  with  members  of  the  Associations  in  different  parts 
of  the  continent,  made  it  evident  that  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
calling  the  Convention  in  San  Francisco  were,  at  present,  insur- 
mountable. Accordingly  the  next  Convention  will  be  held  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  After  conference  with  the  appro- 
priate committee  of  the  Association  in  that  city,  Wednesday,  the 
9th  day  of  July  next,  has  been  fixed  upon  as  the  time  most  likely 
to  be  satisfactory. 

All  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  entitled,  under  the 
the  Eules  of  the  General  Conventions,  to  representation,  are 
therefore  invited  to  send  delegates  to  this,  the  Eighteenth  Annual 
Convention. 

The  Meeting  for  Organization  will  be  held  at  11  A.  M.,  July 
9th,  in  the  building  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Association. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Eules  of  the  Conventions 
in  regard  to  representation : 

1.  No  Association  is  entitled  to  representation  whose  Consti- 
tution has  not  been  furnished  to  the  Executive  Committee — few 
Associations  have  as  yet  complied  with  this  rule. 

2.  Each  Association  must  also  have  furnished  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  statement  of  the  number  of  its  members,  showing  how 
many  are  active  and  how  many  associate. 
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S.  No  Association  organized  since  the  Portland  Convention  is 
entitled  to  representation  unless  its  test  of  active  membership 
is  that  prescribed  at  that  Convention. 

4.  Representation  is  based  only  on  the  number  of  active  mem- 
bers— those  having  one  hundred  members,  or  less,  are  entitled  to 
two  Delegates,  and  one  additional  Delegate  for  each  additional 
one  hundred  members ;  but  no  Association  is  entitled  to  more 
than  ten  Delegates. 

Under  a  Resolution  adopted  at  Washington,  May,  1871,  the 
Executive  Committee  will  appoint  a  Tempoi-ary  Committee  on 
Credentials,  which  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Railroad  Depot 
for  one  day  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Convention.  This 
Committee  will  receive  the  Credentials  of  all  Delegates,  and  give 
in  return  their  Certificate,  which  will  entitle  the  Delegates  receiv- 
ing it  to  admission  to  the  floor  of  the  Convention,  and  to  enter- 
tainment by  the  friends  of  our  cause  in  Poughkeepsie. 

A  Circular  will  shortly  be  issued  by  the  Poughkeepsie  Associ- 
ation, embracing  all  matters  of  detail  within  their  province,  such 
as  Place  of  Meeting,  Reception  of  Delegates,  and  the  like,  which 
will  render  unnecessary  many  applications  for  information  on  the 
part  of  those  interested  in  the  gathering. 

By  reason  of  the  change  going  on  in  the  railroad  system  of  the 
country,  the  Lowell  Convention,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Arrangements  in  that  city,  transferred  to  this  Com- 
mittee the  duty  of  attending  this  year  to  the  matter  of  transpor- 
tation. Considering  it  of  great  importance  to  the  success  of  the 
Convention,  the  Committee  has  devoted  much  thought  and 
labor  to  it  But  no  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  which  can 
now  be  announced.  Such  as  are  possible  will  be  stated  in  the 
forthcoming  circular  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Association.  But  the 
Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  urge  the  brethren  in  all  sections 
of  the  country  to  make  at  once  the  best  arrangements  in  their 
power  to.  facilitate  the  transportation  of  their  delegates  over  local 
routes,  and  to  report  to  us  the  same  as  soon  as  made. 

The  enclosed  blank  should  be  filled  out  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  returned  at  once,  to  be  embodied  in  the  Annual 
Report     Heretofore,  notwithstanding  the  request  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  that  it  be  returned  at  a  day  specified,  at  least  half  of  the 
reports  have  been  received  after  that  data  This  negligence  has 
interfered  seriously  with  the  detail  of  arrangements  for  the  Con- 
ventions, has  injured  the  Report  as  a  document  submitted  to  the 
Delegates,  and  has  prevented  the  Committee  from  giving  to  the 
public  such  an  account  of  our  work  and  progress  for  the  year  as 
the  facts  justify.  In  short,  it  has  annually  prejudiced  the  cause 
of  our  Societies. 

Blank  Credentials  are  also  enclosed. 

The  following  topics,  among  others,  will  be  submitted  for  con- 
sideration and  discussion : 

1.  What  can  the  Associations  do  to  counteract  the  Social  Tempta- 
tions of  Young  Men  f 

2.  The  value  of  Association  Bible  Classes^  and  the  best  methods  of 
condvjcting  them, 

3.  How  can  the  usefulness  of  State  and  Provincial  Conventions  be 
promoted?    * 

4.  The  efficiency  of  Personal  Visitation  and  District  Conventions 
in  the  loork  of  State  and  Provincial  Executive  Committees — how  can 
it  be  increased  ? 

5.  The  work  and  qualifications  of  General  Secretaries, 

6  What  can  the  Associations  do  to  destroy  the  influence  of  Perni- 
cious Literature? 

7.  The  relations  of  the  Association  to  the  Churches — how  can  they 
be  more  firmly  cemented? 

8.  Is  there  danger  that  the  Associations  will  become  the  medium  of 
unsoriptural  teachings,  or  engage  in  political  controversies  ?  If  so, 
what  action  is  necessary  to  guard  against  it  ? 

Well-known  gentlemen  will  be  invited  to  address  the  Conven- 
tion briefly  in  opening  each  topic,  after  which  the  matter  will  be 
open  for  general  discussion. 

It  is  highly  important  that  every  Association  should  be  repre- 
sented by  its  best  men  at  the  approaching  Convention.  •  Reports, 
instructive  and  stimulating,  will  be  given  by  brethren  of  ex- 
perience from  those  sections  where  most  progressive  work  has 
been  accomplished.  It  has  been  a  year  of  signal  blessing  upon 
many  of  our  Societies.     Come  to  learn  what  God  hath  wrought. 
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to  get  new  faith  and  zeal  in  His  service,  and  to  carry  home  with 
you  a  rich  blessing  for  yourself  and  for  the  brethren  who  are 
associated  vrith  you  in  work  for  Christ  among  young  men. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRAINERD, 
JAMES  STOKES,  Jk., 
TIMOTHY  G.  SELLEW,  Jb., 
ROBERT  R  McBURNEY, 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS, 
BENJAMIN  C.  WETMORE, 
YERRANUS  MORSE, 


^ 


Note — The  Resolutions  of  the  Conventions  require  that  the  right  to  Tote 
and  hold  office  be  confined  to  members  of  Evangelical  Churches. 

The  members  of  the  Associations  are  Requested  to  give  particular  attentioB 
to  this  Circular,  and  also  to  that  soon  to  be  issued  from  Poughkeepsie.  It  is 
hoped  they  will  be  found  to  answer  fully  the  questions  that  are  likely  to  arise  in 
different  minds,  and  that  frequent  applications  by  letter  to  the  two  Committees 
will  be  unnecessary. 


(S>ivmhx  0i  tite  f  mtgUteeimfie  ^nnMim. 


Rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Chbibtian  Assocjiation, 
Corner  of  Main  and  Washington  Streets, 

PouGHKEEPBiE,  N.  Y.,  Juue  12th,  1878. 
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To  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces: 

Deab  Brethren: — As  you  have  been  already  informed  by 
the  circular  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Eighteenth  Inter- 
national Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
will  meet  in  our  city,  on  Wednesday,  July  9th,  and  continue  for 
five  days.  We  trust  that  your  Association  is  ready  to  respond 
to  this  call  by  a  delegation  of  your  best  workers,  and  that  the 
power  of  the  Convention  in  the  development  of  the  Associations 
all  over  the  Continent  may  be  even  greater  than  in  any  former 
instance. 

Our  Eeception  Committee  will  meet  delegates  at  the  depots 
and  steamboat  landing,  and  escort  them  to  the  Association 
building,  where  the  Committees  on  Credentials  and  Entertain- 
ment will  be  in  session.  The  members  of  the  Reception  Com- 
mittee will  wear  blue  badges.  If  in  any  case  del^ates  fail  to 
meet  this  Committee,  they  can  go  directly  to  our  building  by  the 
street  cars. 

The  Convention  will  assemble  for  organization  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  at  the  First  Methoilist  Episcopal  Church,  comer 
of  Mill  and  Washington  Streets,  where  all  the  day  sessions  will 
beheld. 

The  Welcome  Meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Opera  House,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  July  9th,  after  which  the  delegates  are  in- 
vited to  attend  a  reception  at  our  Association  building. 

Our  Entertainment  Committee  have  made  ample  provisions  for 
all  duly  accredited  delegates  in  the  houses  of  our  citizens,  and  we 
trust  that  none  of  the  brethren  will  fail  to  accept  of  their  hospi- 
tality.   We  feel  assured  that  the  presence  of  so  many  earnest 
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Christians  in  our  homes  cannot  fail  to  bring  us  a  rich  blessing 
It  will  greatly  aid  our  arrangements  for  entertainment,  if  each 
Association  will  forward  a  list  of  its  delegates  at  once  to  Erskine 
Uh],  General  Secretary  of  our  Association. 

Hotel  charges  to  delegates,  and  friends  accompanying  them, 
will  be  as  follows:  Morgan  House,  and  Poughkeepsie  Hotel, 
$2.50  a  day,  when  two  persons  occupy  one  room ;  otherwise,  $3.00. 
Forbes  House,  and  Northern  Hotel,  $2.00  a'  day.  Exchange 
House,  $1.00  a  day. 

We  have  long  desired  the  privilege  of  welcoming  one  of  these 
conventions  to  our  city,  and  we  have  high  hopes  of  its  value  and 
power  in  aiding  us  in  all  our  Christian  work. 

MITCHELL  DOWNING, 
EDMUND  P.  PLATT, 
J.  PAEKER  HEATH, 
ALBERT  O.  CHENEY, 
ANDREW  SPERBECK. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 

TRANSPORTATION  CIRCULAR 

OF  THE  Executive  Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces. 

After  extensive  correspondence,  and  the  use  of  eveiy  avail- 
able resource,  the  Executive  Committee  have  found  it  impossible 
to  secure  for  delegates  in  all  sections  of  the  country  such  reduc- 
tion of  fares  as  has  been  readily  granted  in  previous  years. 

From  many  points,  we  are  assured  that  negotiations  for  reduc- 
tion of  rates  can  be  more  advantageously  conducted  by  brethren 
in  the  locality,  whence  delegates  come,  than  by  your  Committee 
in  New  York.  At  the  close  of  this  Circular,  therefore,  the  names 
are  given  of  those  who,  at  leading  points,  are  seeking — each  in 
his  own  city — to  make  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of 
delegates.  By  making  prompt  application  to  them,  brethren  will 
learn  the  best  rates  that  have  been  secured. 

The  following  definite  arrangements  have  been  made : 

Hudson  Rivkr  Boats. — Delegates  reaching  New  York  City,  on  their  way 
to  the  Convention,  can  proceed  to  Poughkeepsie — 
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At  8.80  A.  M.,  from  the  foot  of  Vestry  Street,  Pier  39,  North  River,  by  the 
steamboats  Chauncey  Vibbard  and  Daniel  Drew,  reaching  Ponghkeepsie  at  1.10 
P.  M. 

At  3i  P.  M.,  from  the  same  Pier,  reaching  Ponghkeepsie,  at  8  P.  M.,  by  the 
Mary  Powell. 

At  5  P.  M.,  from  Pier  85,  North  River,  at  the  foot  of  Franklin  Street,  by 
steamers  John  L.  Hasbrouck  and  Daniel  S.  Miller,  reaching  Ponghkeepsie 
early  the  following  morning. 

Tickets  from  New  York  to  Ponghkeepsie,  on  any  of  these  lines,  will  be  sold 
to  delegates,  and  their  families,  on  showing  their  credentials,  for  seventy -five 
cents  each. 

Delegates  reaching  Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  their  way  to  the  Ck>nvention,  can  pro- 
ceed to  Ponghkeepsie, 

At  8.30  A.  M.,  reaching  Ponghkeepsie  at  1.15  P.  M.,  by  the  steamboats 
Chauncey  Vibbard  or  Daniel  Drew. 

Tickets  from  Albany  to  Ponghkeepsie,  seventy -five  cents  each. 

PouoHKBBPSiB  AND  Eabtsrn  Railroad. — Delegates  can  reach  Ponghkeep- 
sie, direct  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  by  this  route.  Tickets  from  Hartford  to 
Ponghkeepsie,  and  return,  $5.00. 

Washington  to  New  York, — and  Return. — Delegates  from  Washing- 
ton, Alexandria,  &c. ,  and  those  arriving  at  Washington,  from  the  Sonth,  will 
obtain  tickets  at  reduced  rates  by  calling  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Association  in 
that  dty,  comer  of  Ninth  and  D.  Streets.  Tickets  good  from  July  4  to  July 
18th — ^inclusive. 

New  England  and  the  British  Provinces.— Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland  (Y.  ii. 
C.  A.,  cor.  Tremont  and  Eliot  Streets,  Boston),  will  perfect  arrangements  with 
through  lines  of  railroads  and  steamboats,  by  which  delegates  from  New  Eng- 
land and  the  British  Provinces  can  reach  New  York  City  at  greatly  reduced 
rates  of  fare.  These  will  be  announced  in  a  Circular,  soon  to  be  issued  by 
him. 

Delegates  can  also  learn  of  the  arrangements  made,  by  prompt  correspondence 
with  Messrs.  Rowland  and  C.  P.  Wellman,  Manchester,  N.  H.  ;  A.  J.  Howe, 
Montpeber,  Vt. ;  Alfred  Sandham,  Montreal,  Ca. ;  or  W.  H.  Hobbs,  Portland, 
Me. ;  all  of  whom  are  acting  in  concert  in  this  matter. 

Prom  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  Annapolis,  N.  S. — The  Union  line  of  steamers 
on  the  St.  John  River,  from  Woodstock  and  Frederickton,  N.B.,  offer  delegates 
going  by  their  route  return  tickets,  free.  The  same  offer  extends  to  delegates 
using  the  steamer  between  Annapolis,  Nova  Scotia,  and  St.  John. 

The  International  line  of  steamers  from  St.  John  to  Portland  or  Boston  offer 
delegates  passage  from  St.  John,  and  return,  for  one  dollar  more  than  the 
single  rate.  Return  passage  will  be  granted  on  showing  certificate  of  attend- 
ance at  the  Convention. 

The  European  and  North  American  Railroad.— From  St.  John  to 
Bangor,  wiU  give  delegates  using  this  road  free  return  passage,  on  their 
showing  certificate  of  attendance  at  Convention. 

The  Maine  Central  Railroad. — From  Bangor  to  Portland,  will  also 
grant  to  delegates  on  similar  terms,  free  return  passage  over  its  line. 

It  is  recommended  that  delegates  in  these  cases  show  their  credentials  at  the 
time  of  starting  as  well  as  their  certificates  of  attendance  on  their  return. 

Rhode  Island  Delegates.— Wishing  to*  go  by  way  of  New  York  City,  will 


confer  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Anderson,  (Gen.  Sec.  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  98  WejboeBct 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I.),  who,  in  case  as  many  as  twenty-five  tickets  are 
wanted,  can  secure  free  return  passage  for  delegates  via  the  Stonington  line 
of  steamboats. 

Great  Western  Railway.— Delegates  paying  full  fare  on  this  road  will 
be  granted  tickets  to  return  at  one-third  fare  on  presenting  at  the  ticket  office, 
Suspension  Bridge,  certificates  to  this  effect  signed  by  T.  J.  Wilkie.  These 
certificates  will  be  secured  at  the  Convention  in  Poughkeepsie  from  Mr.  Wilkie, 

The  steamer  "City  of  Toronto,"  running  from  Toronto,  Ont.,  to  I^wiston. 
will  grant  free  return  tickets  to  delegates  on  presentation  of  their  certificates 
at  the  time  they  purchase  tickets.  T.  J.  Wilkie,  Esq. ,  Toronto,  Ont.,  is  making 
arrangements  for  delegates  from  or  passing  through  that  city,  and  will  r^pond 
to  all  enquiries. 

Delegates  prom  Southern  Indiana,  Ohio  and  KENTUCKY^And  all 
desiring  to  pass  through  Cincinnati,  can  have  the  benefit  of  reduced  fares  from 
that  city  to  Philadelphia  over  the  Marietta  and  Cincinnati  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  R.  R.  Full  particulars  may  be  had  by  addressing,— after  June  15— 
A.  C.  Scott,  Gen.  Sec.  Y.M.C.A.,  200  Vine  Street,  ancinnati. 

Delegates  from  the  South. — ^The  Southern  Railway  Security  Cnmpany 
offer  delegates  paying  full  fare  from  Augusta,  Ga.,  to' Richmond  Va.,  and  from 
Memphis  to  Bristol,  Tenn.,  return  tickets  at  one-third  fare,  on  presentation  of 
certificate  of  attendance  issued  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  brethren — in  addition  to  those  already  named  in 
this  Circular — are  seeking  to  secure  for  delegates  reduction  of 
rates,  and  may  be  applied  to  by  those  in  their  neighborhood,  for 
information  on  this  subject. 

J.  S.  Maclean,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

Newton  Fuller,  New  London,  Conn. 

T.  A.  Nelson,  General  Secretary,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

F.  D.  Taylor,  General  Secretary,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Detroit,  Mick 

Lang  Sheaff,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

L  G.  Jenkins,  General  Secretary,  Y.M.C.A.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  S.  a.  Taggart,  Y.M.C.A.,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

W.  S.  WooTEN,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

B.  F.  Jacobs,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

A.  C.  Scott,  General  Secretary  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

H.  L.  McKee,  Selma,  Ohio. 

M.  M.  Greenwood,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

In  making  arrangements  with  the  companies,  the  following  fonn 
of  Certificate  may  be  serviceable  to  brethren  conducting  the  ne- 
gotiation.    This  Certificate  properly  filled  out,  and  signed  by  the 
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General  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Richard  C.  Mouse,  can  be 
given  at  Poughkeepsio,  to  delegates  entitled  to  them : 

This  is  to  Certify  that a  duly  accredited  delegate 

to  the  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces,  held  in  Poughkeepsie,  July 

9th-14th,  1873,  passed  from to by 

Railroad  or  Steamboat,  and  is  entitled  to  a  return  passage 


Signed Gen.  Sec. 


EULES  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 


^  ^  » 


1.  The  order  of  each  day's  proceedings  shall  be  as  follows : 
IJevotional  Exercises — Reading  of  Minutes — Calls  for  Resolu- 
tions, Memorials  and  Propositions — Reading  of  Communications 
— Reports  of  Standing  Committees — Reports  of  Special   Com- 
mittees— Unfinished  Business. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  organization  is  completed,  the  Pru- 
dent shall  appoint  the  following  Standing  Committees,  each  to 
consist  of  seven  members : 

A  Committee  on  Associations,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all 
matters  touching  the  Associations  in  their  individual  and  united 
action. 

A  Business  Committee,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  business 
of  a  general  nature. 

A  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

A  Committee  on  Public  and  Devotional  Meetings. 

But  the  Convention  may  refer  any  business  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee, or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whoje,  at  its  pleasure. 

A  Special  Committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  opening  session,  to  which  all  resolutions,  memorials 
and  propositions  shall  be  handed,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of 
the  session  of  the  ^  'onvention,  each  paper  to  contain  the  name  of 
the  proposer  and  the  name  of  the  Association  he  represents; 
these  resolutions  to  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Committee  without 
reading. 

3.  After  the  appointment  of  the  Committees,  memorials,  reso- 
lutions and  propositions  shall  be  referred  by  the  President  vrith 
out  action  or  debate  to  a  Standing  Committee,  unless  the  Con- 
vention shall  refer  the  same  to  a  Select  Committee,  or  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  this  rule  of  reference  shall  apply 
to  all  business  brought  before  the  Convention,  except  such  as  is 
incidental  in  its  character. 

4.  The  Convention  at  any  time  may  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  consider  in  a  general  form  any  proposi- 
tion or  matter  appertaining  to  the  Associations,  with  a  view  to, 
develope  the  experience  of  the  Associations  and  the  opinions  of 
Delegates  upon  the  subjects  under  consideration ;  and  at  the  close 
of  its  discussion  thereon,  the  Committee  shall  report  its  conclu- 
sions to  the  Convention  for  its  action ;  the  report  to  *be  prepared 
and  submitted  for  such  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  matter 
under  discussion  relates,  unless  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall 
appoint  a  Special  Committee  to  prepare  and  submit  the  report 

5.  No  Committee  shall  sit  while  the  Convention  is  in  session, 
without  special  permission. 

6.  All  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless 
otherwise  ordered ;  and  shall  report  matters  referred  to  them, 
unless  otherwise  instructed,  previous  to  the  last  business  session 
of  the  Convention. 

7.  All  reports  of  Committees  shall  be  numbered  and  placed 
upon  a  docket,  and  brought  up  in  regular  order  in  Convention, 
except  such  as  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

8.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  any  question, 
until  others  who  wish  have  spoken,  nor  more  than  five  minutes, 
without  unanimous  consent ;  and  this  rule  shall  prevail  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

9.  All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  they  are  put 
to  vote. 

10.  The  vote,  when  desired  by  five  members  of  different  Asso- 
ciations, on  any  proposition,  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
recorded.  In  such  cases,  each  Association  will  be  entitled  to  one 
vote,  which  shall  be  cast  by  a  majority  of  its  delegates  present 

11.  Pending  any  question,  it  shall  always  be  in  order  to  move 
that  the  debate  close,  which  motion  shall  be  put  without  discus- 
sion in  this  form  :•  "  Shall  the  question  be  now  put  ?" 

12.  Tlie  Convention  may  at  any  time  suspend  the  rules  for  a 
specified  object,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 

13.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  Cor- 
responding Members  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Con- 
vention as  Delegates. 

14.  Members  assigned  to  open  topics  of  discussion  will  be 
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limited  to  fifteen  minutes  each,  and  all  other  speakers   on  the 
topics  to  five  minutes  eacL 

15.  An  Executive  Committee,  to  consist  of  seven  members, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Convention,  to  continue  in  ofl&ce  for 
three  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  bring  before  each  Convention  business 
for  its  consideration ;  to  transact,  after  the  adjournment  of  such 
Convention,  any  business  entrusted  to  its  charge ;  to  arrange 
for  transportation,  at  reduced  rates,  of  persons  attending  Conven- 
tions ;  and  who  may,  upon  an  emergency  requiring  immediate 
action,  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  action  of  preceding  Conventions,  reporting  the  same  to 
the  next  succeeding  Convention  for  its  approval.  The  ordinary 
sessions  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of 
New  York. 

16.  Each  Convention  shall  appoint  one  Corresponding  Member 
from  each  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province,  who  shall  be 
its  local  representative,  and  shall^  under  the  direction  and  advice 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  communicate  with  each  Association 
within  its  respective  jurisdiction,  and  with  any  general  organiza- 
tion thereof;  and  who  shall  perform  any  duty  in  relation  thereto 
which  the  Convention  or  Committee  may  requira 

17.  A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Corresponding 
Members,  for  consultation  and  to  secure  united  action,  shall  be 
held  during  this  session,  or  immediately  on  the  adjournment 
thereof ;  and  said  Committee  and  Corresponding  Members  shall 
hold  at  least  one  other  meeting  during  each  year,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  designate ;  and  to 
secure  a  full  attendance  at  such  meeting,  the  general  organization 
of  each  State,  Territory  and  Province  ia  requested  to  make  pro- 
vision for  defraying  the  traveling  expenses  of  its  Corre8p<mding 
Member  to  and  from  the  place  of , meeting. 


^xmtixnp  t(t  iit  (Rnnvtn&m. 


PouGHKEEPSiE,  N.  Y.,  July  9,  1873. 

FIEST  DAY. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Prov- 
inces, met  in  the  Washington  Street  M.  E.  Church,  Rev.  Wm. 
Lloyd,  Pastor,  at  11  A.  M.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 
President  of  the  last  Convention,  called  the  delegates  to  order. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  was  elected  Tem- 
porary Secretary. 

The  Temporary  Conmiittee  on  Credentials,  acting  under  ap- 
pointment of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Convention  were  : 
D.  C.  English,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ;  H.  V.  Pelton,  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  T^.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto,  Ont  * 

"  And  are  we  yet  Alive,"  was  sung,  after  which  the  Convention 
united  with  Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  in  reciting  the 
Apostle's  Cr^d  and  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hawxhurst,  of  Poughkeepsie,  read  the  First  Scripture 
Lesson  from  the  Fourth  Chapter  of  Nehemiah. 

Rev.  Dr.  Elmendorf,  of  Poughkeepsie,  led  in  prayer. 

The  Convention  then  sang  "  Welcome  days  of  Solemn  Meet- 
mg. 

The  President,  H.  Thane  Miller,  delivered  an  address  of  wel- 
come to  the  delegates,  as  follows  : 

The  work  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  dear  brethren,  has  been  wonder- 
ful in  its  objects  and  wonderful  in  its  accomplishment.  A  very  small  number 
of  Associations  were  represented  in  1865.  There  are  now  upon  the  roll  924 
Associations.  From  the  small  number  of  delegates  who  attended  the  conven- 
tion in  1869  to  the  large  number  of  844  who  assembled  at  Portland,  our  growth 
has  been  a  wonderful  thing  in  our  eyes,  and  we  exclaim,  **  What  hath  God 
wrought f  " Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name.  Oh  Lord!  be  all 
the  glory !" 

But  brethren,  while  we  rejoice  in  the  progress  of  the  past,  we  have  come 
here  to  look  forward  to  the  future  with  its  responsibilities.    I  want  to  leave 
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one  single  word  with  you,  which  you  will  find  in  our  second  Scripture  leaeoD' 
to  be  read  presently.  I  want  to  say  this  word  before  it  is  read,  so  that  it  shall 
find  a  fixed  place  in  your  mind  and  in  your  hearts — "stand."  We  have  a 
position  now  fi^ed  by  the  churches  of  this  land,  but  in  order  to  niaintain  that 
position,  dearly  beloved,  we  must  first  of  all  stand  by  our  churches  and  our 
pastors,  upholding  them  in  every  possible  way,  showing  that  entire  deference 
to  them-  which  we  heartily  feel,  and  showing  to  the  world  that  there  is  nothing 
dearer  to  us  than  the  church  of  the  living  God,  whose  agents  we  are  in  the 
work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 

We  must  stand  by  our  Associations  in  evil  and  good  report,  and  by  our  officers 
and  members.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  rooms  are  established  and  the  doors 
thrown  open  ;  you  must  make  it  a  personal  business  to  invite  the  young  men 
with  whom  you  come  in  contact  to  frequent  those  rooms,  and  the  strongest 
invitation  you  can  give  is  to  be  very  frequently  found  there  yourself  by  your 
personal  contact  with  this  work.  Give  your  personal  presence  there  for  a  few 
minutes  in  the  day  or  evening,  from  time  to  time  as  you  may  maJcey  not  find, 
opportunity.  Stand  by  the  Association,  brothers,  in  upholding  the  hands  of 
your  secretaries.  These  men  were  put  into  their  positions  because  you  thought 
they  were  the  right  men  to  lead  in  this  work.  Counsel,  sympathize  with,  en- 
courage them,  and  in  God's  name  pray  for  them  daily.  Thus  shall  you  stand 
efficiently  by  the  Association  which  you  all  so  dearly  love. 

And  above  everything  else,  brothers  in  this  Convention,  stand  very  close  to 
JESUS.  Stand  there  -by  the  daily  reading  and  study  of  God's  WonL  If  there 
is  any  subject  to  which  the  Christian  heart  and  soul  in  America  needs  to  be 
awakened,  I  believe  it  is  to  a  more  real  acquaintance,  deeper  insight  and  fer- 
vent love  for  God's  Word.  It  is  lamentable  to  see  how  that  Word  is  neglect- 
ed !  God  help  you  to  stand  by  Jesus  in  reading  and  studying  that  Word  eveiy 
day.  Stand  very  close  to  the  Master  in  talking  with  him  in  prayer.  We  be^ 
lieve  that  God  has  instituted  this  means  of  oonmiunion  with  our  Father  in 
Heaven.  Oh,  friends,  take  a  very  tight  hold  of  the  hand  of  Jesus.  Lean  your 
head  upon  His  bosom.  We  need  that  resting  place.  There  are  men  all  over 
this  land  constantly  dying,  worn  out  by  mental  exertion,  by  excitement,  by 
the  very  fast  way  in  which  we  live  in  this  country.  Oh,  how  they  and  we 
need  a  resting  place  for  these  heads  that  are  weary  and  these  brains  that  are 
over- worked  and  over-anxious  about  the  things  of  this  life.  Friends,  stand  by 
Jesus,  in  sitting  right  at  His  feet,  looking  up  into  His  face,  hearing  His  word, 
and  then  stand  by  Him  in  your  obedience  to  His  teachings.  Then  will  religion 
prosper  among  young  men  in  our  country,  and  the  great  cause  of  truth  which 
Jesus  came  into  this  world  to  establish  will  be  promoted,  and  souls  shall  be 
saved  everlastingly.  God  help  you,  then,  dearly  beloved,  to  stand  fast  by  the 
Church,  the  Association,  and  by  the  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST.    Amen. 

The  Eev.  O.  H.  Hazard,  of  Poughkeepsie,  read  the  second 
scriptural  lesson  from  the  sixth  chapter  of  Ephesians.  The  Con- 
vention sang — 

"  Kindred  in  Christ  for  His  dear  sake." 

TUe  President  then  offered  prayer,  and  announced  the  Conven- 
tion opened  for  business. 

W.  H.  Anderson,  of  Providence,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 
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Re$olf>ed,  That  a  Committee  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  State, 
District,  Territory  and  Province  represented,  be  appointed  to  nominate  per- 
manent officers. 

Geo.  A.  Young,  of  Hamilton,  Ont,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Betolved,  That  a  temporary  committee  on  bnsiness  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  six  members,  to  whom  aU  matters  of  business  shall  be  referred  until  a  per* 
manent  organization  shall  have  been  effected. 

W.  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

JRMolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  last  Convention  be  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Convention  till  otherwise  ordered. 

Thomas  Marshall,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  press,  the  pastors  of  Poughkeepsie,  and 
other  clergymen  who  may  be  present,  as  well  as  all  members  of  Associations 
not  rogularly  accredited  as  delegates,  be  constituted  corresponding  members  of 
this  Convention. 

The  following  were  appointed  as  the  Committee  on  Permanent 

Organization : 


W.  H.  Anderson,  Providence,  R.  I. 
M.  D.  Cross,  Selma,  Ala. 
W.  E.  Benham,  Meriden,  Conn. 
G.  A.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C. 
J.  P.  Vbrdert,  Augusta,  Ga. 
L.  W.  Braden,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
8.  J.  Gould,  Lewiston,  Me. 
J.  A.  BoLOL^NO,  Baltimore,  Md. 
RI788ELL  Sturois,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass. 
T.  D.  Taylor,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Robert  Smith,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
R.  Weidenball,  Omaha,  Neb. 


C.  B.  Morris,  Montclair,  N.  J. 
Erskine  Uhl,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
W.  J.  Cooke,  Clevehmd,  O. 
S.  A.  Taggart,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
A.  J.  Howe,  Montpelier,  Vt. 
J.  D.  Dreher,  Salem,  Va. 
E.  T.  C.  Knowles,  St.  John,  N.  B. 
J.  H.  Kent,  Truro,  N.  S. 
Sheriff  E.   C.   Thomas,  Hamilton, 
Ont. 

W.   W.    Anderson,    Charlottetown, 
P.  E.  L 


M.  B.  Critchbtt,  Concord,  N.  H. 

The  following  were  appointed  as  the  Temporary  Business 
Committee : 


Chas.  M.  Bailet,  Winthrop,  Mass. 
M.     A.     Bullock,    Olivet    College, 
Michigan. 


Geo.  a.  Youno,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia. 
J.  H.  Franklin,  Selma,  Ala. 
H.  P.  Adams,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  Committees  on  Permanent  Organization  and  Business 
were  permitted  to  retira 

The  Convention  then  united  in  devotional  exercises  until  the 
Committees  reported. 
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The  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  reported  as  fol- 
lows— 

President 
H.  K.  PORTER,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Vtce-PresidenU 


M.  S.  CROSBY,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
WM.  H.  HORNER,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Sheriff  E.  C.  THOMAS,  Haimlton,Ont. 
JAMES  W.  LAPSLEY,  Selma,  Ala, 
JULIUS  D.  DREHER,  Salem,  Va. 
Gen.O.  O.  HO  WARD,  Washington,  D.C. 
R.  K.  REMINGTON,  Fall  River,  Mass. 
CHAS.  F.  DOUGLASS,  Toledo,  Ohio. 


L.  W.  MUNHALL,  Indianapolis.  M 
Rev.  H.  A.  SPENCER,  Montpelierjt 
MITCHELL   DOWNING,  Po'keepsk 
ROBERT  SMITH,  St.  Panl,  Mum. 
W.  W.  ANDERSON,    Charlottetowm 

Prince  lEdward's  Island. 
*M.  H.  HODDER,  London,  Englind. 


Secretaries. 

fH.  M.  MOORE,  Somerville,  Mass.        S.  S.  BATES,  Guelph,  Ont. 

J.  E.  CARPENTER,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  W.  H.  Anderson,  of  Provi' 
dence  ;  and  J.  H.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  were  appointed  a  Special 
Committee  to  conduct  the  President  elect  to  his  seat. 

The  retiring  President,  H.  Thane  Miller,  then  introduced  Pres- 
ident Porter  to  the  Convention  in  a  short  address,  as  follows : 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  H.  K.  Porter,  President  of  the  Abk' 
elation  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ,  as  your  new  President.  In  introducing  him  to  70a.  u^ 
in  inducting  into  this  office  my  dear  brother,  I  believe  that  the  ConTeotioi 
have  placed  him  in  a  position  of  the  greatest  responsibility  and  of  the  highest 
honor.  This  body  represents  the  working  Christian  men  of  all  the^Svangelicil 
denominations  in  the  land.  It  is  the  organization  that  embraces  energy,  talent 
and  tact  from  all  the  Churches ;  and,  my  dear  brother,  when  such  men  oD 
you  to  one  of  the  highest  positions  in  their  gift,  they  place  upon  you  an  honor 
only  second  to  that  which  you  receive  from  our  dear  Saviour  ;  and  they  do  ft 
in  His  name.  May  God  bless  you !  May  He  preside  through  you !  mtkiflf 
you  His  instrument,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Eighteenth  IntematioDtl 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  United  Stotw 
and  British  Provinces. 

Mr.  Porter  responded  as  follows : 

I  receive,  my  dear  brother,  this  kind  word  of  introduction  with  a  feeling  of 
personal  gratitude  and  love  to  you  ;  and  I  receive  this  honor  at  your  hands,  mj 

*  Mr.  Hodder'8  name  was  tabseqnently  added  to  the  list  of  Vioe-Preaidento  bj  a  rii^ 
Tot«  of  the  Convention.  ^ 

f  Mr.  Moore,  not  beln^  preaent,  Mr.  Jas.  Baohanan.  of  Trenton.  N  J, ,  was  snbteqaay 
ehoaen  pro  tgm.  An  he  was  obliged  to  leave  town  Mr.  J.  V.  L.  Graham,  of  Baltimore.  Ji»- 
was,  on  Thursday,  chosen  permanent  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 
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Christian  brothers,  thankfal  to  70U  for  your  kindness,  bat  feeling,  as  I  stand 
here  now,  the  responsibility  far  more  than  the  hoBor  which  you  have  placed 
upon  me.  I  come  with  the  utmost  diffidence  to  the  task  you- have  imposed, 
but  with  the  simple  desire — as  our  brother  expressed  it  in  his  prayer,  when 
this  Committee  went  out  to  consult  together  in  regard  to  their  report — the 
simple  desire  that  I  may  be  used  here  of  God.  And  this  thought  and  wish 
he  has  just  uttered,  I  trust  and  hope  may  be  adopted  by  all  of  us  through- 
out this  Convention.  '*  May  God  preside  here!"  May  He  inspire  us  with  wise 
counsels,  and  breathe  upon  us'  of  His  own  spirit,  that  we  may  every  one  stand 
fast  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  in  the  desire  to  do  His  will.  Let  us  depend 
upon  Christ,  feeling  the  tie  of  Christian  love  that  binds  us  together  in  Him, 
and  taking-  as  our  motto  those  words  of  the  Apostle:  "  Bek.ind  to  one  another, 
tender  hearted,  forgiving  one  another  even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  has  for 
given  us."  Let  us  have  charity.  This  thought  comes  home  to  me  especially 
and  I  hope  you  will  exercise  that  Christian  virtue  towards  me  as  I  preside  over 
your  Convention.  I  ask  you  to  help  me.  I  am  here  only  to  execute  your  will 
with  impartiality,  looking  unto  God  for  His  blessing. 

And  now,  as  we  begin  our  deliberations  this  bright  and  beautiful  day,  but 
"With  the  shadow  of  the  providence  of  God  restiiig  upon  our  hearts  ;  as  we 
come  into  sympathy  with  one  called  away  to  look  upon  the  remains  of  a  love(^ 
one  ;  let  us  come  very  humbly,  feeling  every  one  that  we  have  but  a  little 
time  here,  and  that  we  must  work  while  the  day  lasts,  for  the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work. 

The  Temporary  Business  Committee,  through  the  Chairman, 
Geo.  H.  Young,  offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Devotional  meeting  in  the  Chapel  of  this  Church,  at  2:30  P.M.  ;  led  by  Rev. 
G.  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Convention  to  assemble  at  3  P.M. 

Devotional  Exercises  for  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Reading  of  Minutes — Morning  Session. 

Calls  for  Resoluiions,  Memorials  and  Propositions. 

Reading  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  the  Chairman, 
Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd. 

Discussion  on  Topic  No.  6  :  **  The  work  and  qualifications  of  General  Secre 
taries,"  to  be  opened  by  T.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto — fifteen  minutes,  to  be  fol- 
lowed f6r  one  hour  by  five  minute  addresses  from  Delegates. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION.— First  Day. 

The  Convention -assembled  at  3  P.  M.,  President  H.  K.  Porter 

in  the  Chair. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  witli  praj-er  by  F.  D.  Taylor,  of 

Detroit,  Michigan. 

*'  0.  to  Grace  how  great  a  debtor," 
was  sung. 

8 


26 


On  Devotional  and  Open- Air  M€€ting$. 

R.  K.  Remii^gton,  Fall  River.  Ma^.. 
Gbohgb  a.  Hall,  Waahinffton.  D.  C„ 
L.  P.  Rowland,  Boston,  Mass., 
J   P.  Veudery,  Augusta,  Ga.. 
J.  D.  Michael,  Baltimore.  Md., 
R.  Weidensall,  Omaha,  Neb., 
Robert  Smith,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

On  Associations. 

C.  M.  Wilcox,  New  London,  Conn., 
A.  J.  Howe,  Montpelier,  Vt., 
I.  G.  Jenkins,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
T.  C.  Crocker,  Westerly,  R.  I.. 
I.  C.  Seeley,  MinneapoUs.  Minn., 
W.  Roche,  Jr..  Halifax,  N.  S.. 
J.  A.  Case,  Springfield,  Mass. 

On  Resolution*, 

N.  D.  Cross,  Selma,  Ala., 

W.  M.  Martin.  Brooklyn,  N.  T., 

H.  H.  Otto,  William»port,  Pa. 


The  Minutes  of  the  Morning  Session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Presidont  then  and  subsequently  announced  the  following 
Committees : 

On  Business. 

Geo.  a.  Young,  Hamilton,  Ont., 
Thos.  Marshall,  Philadelphia, 
C.  M.  Bailey,  Winthrop,  Me. 
H.  P.  Adams,  Dayton,  0., 
T.  W.  Chace,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Moses  Schoonmaker.  Walden,  N.Y., 
T.  McC.  Stewart,  Howard   Univer- 
sity, Washington,  D.  C. 

On  Executive  Committee's  Report. 

F.  D.  Taylor,  Detroit,  Mich., 
Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass., 
J.  H.  Cheever,  Cincinnati,  O., 
M.  B.  Critchett,  Concord,  N.  H., 
W.  E.  Bekham.  Meriden,  Conn., 

C.  B.  Morris,  Montclair,  N.  J., 
E.  T.  C.  Knowles,  St.  John,  N.  B. 

On  Credentials. 

D.  C.  English,  New  Brunswick.  N.  J. 
H.  V.  Pelton.  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y., 
T.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto,  Ont. 

The  officers  elect  were  requested  to  take  their  places  upon  the 
platform,  and  the  President  introduced  M.  S.  Crosby,  First  Yice- 
President,  who  took  the  Chair.  James  Buchanan  was  elected 
Secretary,  pro  tern, 

Cephas  Brainerd,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  then 
read  their  Annual  Eeport,  and  also  a  summary  of  the  Treasurer  s 
Keport,  and  referred  to  the  fact  that  a  percentage  of  the  profits 
from  the  sale  of  the  "  Songs  of  Devotion,"  had  been  allowed  to 
the  Executive  Committee  by  the  editor  and  compiler  of  the  book, 
amounting  in  the  past  two  years  to  $600. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Brainerd,  George  A.  Young,  of  Ontario, 
read  a  portion  of  his  report  as  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
Committea 

Kobert  Weidensall,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  read  his  report  as  Special 
Agent  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  visit  and  organize  Asso- 
ciations in  the  West. 

The  Convention  then  united  in  singing 

*  One  there  is  above  all  others." 

Eichard  C.  Morse  then  read  his  report  as  General  Secretary  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  (For  all  the  above  Reports  see  Ap- 
pendix.) 
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Mr.  Brainerd  moved  that  the  reports  read  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committea     Carried. 

Mr.  Brainerd  moved  that  Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  floor  as  a  delegate  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Mr.  D.  W.  Glass,  of  Baltimore,  added  as  an  amendment  that 
"  his  name  be  placed  on  the  list  of  Vice-Presidents."  The  motion 
as  amended  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.  The  Convention  sing- 
ing as  they  rose, 

"  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds  our  Hearts  in  Christian  Love." 
Mr.  Hodder  made  a   suitable  acknowledgment  of  the  honor, 
and  deferred  a  formal  address  to  another  occasion. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Anderson  moved  that  the  various  committees  be 
allowed  to  hold  meetings  during  the  sessions  of  to-day.    Adopted. 
The  Convention  then  sang 

"Jesus  keep  me  near  the  Cross." 
The  fifth  topic:    '^Work  and   Qualifications  of  General  JSecre- 
taries^'^  was  then  opened  by  T.  J.  Wilkie,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Association  in  Toronto,  Can.,  as  follows: 

Mr,  PreHdent  and  Christian  Brethren : — I  have  been  privileged  to  spend  the 
past  three  days  (July  G-8)  in  conference  with  nearly  thirty  brother  Secretaries, 
upon  the  work  committed  to  us.  The  scope  of  the  topic  we  are  now  discussing 
will  appear  from  the  list  of  subjects  brought  before  this  conference.  A 
thoughtful  paper  on  each  of  the  following  themes  was  read  and  discussed  : 

1st  Paper. — The  varied  name,  origin  and  duties  of  the  General  Secretary,  and 
his  relation  to  the  work  of  the  Associations. 

2d  Paper. — The  Secretary  largely  responsible  for  the  successful  management 
and  efficiency  of  the  Association. 

3d  Paper. — **  Personal  habits  and  requisite  qualifications  of  the  General 
Secretary." 

4th  Paper. — "  Relation  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  officers 
of  the  Association.*' 

5th  Paper. — Relation  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Committees  of  thek  Association. 
Should  he  be  a  member  of  every  Committee  ? 

6th  Paper. — The  Secretary  in  his  relation  to  and  in  personal  conversation 
with  the  membership,  (outside  of  committees,)  and  with  strangers. 

7th  Paper. — *'  The  Secretary  in  the  Community  at  large— his  relation  to 
Ministers,  Churches,  Mission  Work.  Secular  Organizations  and  Men  of  Busi- 
ness." 

8th  Paper. — How  may  the  Secretary  make  all  his  work  bend  to  the  religious 
improvement  of  those  he  comeft  in  contact  with,  especially  young  men  ? 

9th  Paper. — The  relation  of  the  Secretary  to  the  religious  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  its  rooms. 

10th  Paper. — "  How  should  the  field  work  of  the  Association  in  large  cities 
be  prosecuted?" 

11th  Paper. — ''How  can  the  Associations  in  our  larger  cities  make  their 
power  felt  in  suburban  communities  ?** 
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12tli  Paper. — The  work  of  the  State  Secretary  or  Agent ;  its  importance,  and 
how  it  may  be  most  successfully  prosecuted. 

These  papers  and  the  discussions  that  followed  traversed  the  wide  field  of  the 
Work  and  Qualifications  of  a  General  Secretary.  The  one  feeling  prevalent 
among  the  brethren  was,  that  the  standard  of  what  this  office  should  be,  wis 
lifted  very  high— so  high,  indeed,  that  we  may  ever  strive  to  attain,  and  yet 
never  reach  it. 

•*  The  Work  of  the  Secretary"  is  the  first  part  of  our  topic.  Let  us  go  with 
him  to  his  office.  He  should  be  there  punctually  at  t]^e  stated  time.  His  eor- 
respandence  is  first  to  be  carefully  read. 

There  are  many  things  growing  out  of  it  which  will  need  attention.  A 
father  writes  asking  the  Secretary  to  seek  out  a  son  who  may  be  in  the  city, 
and  try  to  bring  him  within  the  influence  of  the  Association  ;  a  mother  on  the 
other  side  of  the  sea  inquires  about  an  erring  son.  Another  letter  contains 
money,  coupled  with  a  request  to  look  up  and  care  for  some  person  who  cannot 
be  trusted  with  what  is  cheerfully  expended  for  his  benefit.  Letters  being 
answered,  the  Secretary  turns  to  personal  conversation.  Many  call  upon  him, 
some  seeking  boarding  houses,  others  employment.  Very  few  Associations 
have  a  distinct  employment  bureau,  with  an  agent  always  on  hand.  The  prin 
cipal  part  of  the  work,  therefore,  must  be  done  by  the  Secretary.  Several 
calls  come  through  the  day  for  that  purpose,  but  more  frequently  is  he  asked 
to  sit  and  listen  to  tales  of  sorrow  from  those  who,  perhaps,  have  brought  the 
mischief  upon  themselves.  It  is  our  duty  to  take  these  brethren  by  the  hand 
and  to  speak  to  them  gently,  kindly  and  lovingly,  pointing  them- to  tbe  Saviour 
whom  we  love,  and  then,  on  our  knees,  in  the  quiet  of  our  offices,  commending 
them  to  Him. 

Attention  at  first  to  the  temporal  wants  of  those  we  seek  to  benefit,  is 
wise.  Feed  and  clothe  them,  that  they  may  listen  more  willingly  to  your 
words  of  religious  counsel,  but  in  all  cases  the  Secretary  should  aim  to  com- 
bine the  two  methods  of  help.  Never  let  an  opportunity  slip  of  speaking  of 
the  important  topic  of  the  soul's  salvation. 

The  Secretary  is,  ex-officio,  a  member  of  all  the  committees.  He  is  not  to  take 
a  prominent  part  in  the  talk  and  work  of  the  committees,  but  he  should  be 
there  as  a  book  of  reference,  knowing  what  the  Association  is  doing,  and  seek- 
ing to  unobtrusively  guide  and  direct  activity  into  the  proper  channels. 

The  Secretary's  relation  to  tJie  Board  of  Directors  is,  also,  very  important 
He  should  be  on  the  alert  to  bring  before  their  body  the  topics  desired  for  their 
consideration.  These  Boards  of  Directors  and  Managers  are  made  up  of  the 
best  business  men  of  the  community,  and  they  want  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion done  as  well  as  if  it  were  performed  in  their  own  warehouses  and  count- 
ing rooms.  The  Secretary  should  be  constantly  planning  mto  forms  and 
schemes  of  work  for  the  members.  They  are  young  men,  and  they  like  novelty 
and  variety.  It  is  our  duty  to  try  and  bring  new  phases  of  work  before  them ; 
we  must  be  servants  always,  **all  things  to  all  men,"  so  that  we  may  by  all 
means  win  some  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  qualifications  of  a  Secretary. — First  of  ali  he  should  be  a  man  of  vittl 
piety.  We  want  men  filled  with  the  love  of  Christ,  and  consecrated  as  leaders 
in  the  work  of  rescuing  young  men.  We  want  men  of  common  sense  ;  lor  the 
Secretary  comes  in  contact  with  every  kind  of  cunning,  fraud  and  hypocrist. 
The  Association  is  the  resort  of  needy  spendthrifts  and  of  bold  impostors.  The 
Secretary  should  be  able  to  read  character  well  and  detect  the  impostor. 
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The  more  educcttion  the  Secretary  has  the  better.  A  collegiate  training  will 
fit  him  the  better  for  his  work.  To  reach  all  young  men  is  our  aim.  Good 
executive  ability  is  also  needed  to  control  and  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Associa 
tions. 

Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  asked  how  far  the  General  Secretary  is 
expected  to  go  out  of  his  city  visiting  Associations,  Conventions, 
&c. 

S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary  of  Pennsylvania,  replied 
that  the  Secretary  ought  to  be  a  man  magnetic  in  himself,  and  in- 
spired by  the  spirit  of  his  Master  to  infuse  the  same  life  he  has 
within  his  own  heart  into  the  hearts  of  others.  He  often  has 
opportunity  to  do  this  in  visitations  of  the  sort  just  described. 

Gen.  0.  O.  Howard :  I  have  noticed  our  Secretary  very  closely 
for  several  years,  and  my  impression  is  that  no  man  can  sit  in  his 
office  and  inspire  others,  who  has  not  gone  outside  of  that  office 
in' active  work. 

Geo.  W.  Cobb,  Railroad  Secretary  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  said :  I 
do  not  believe  any  secretary  in  the  United  States  can  sit  in  a 
little  office  six  days  and  keep  his  500  members  all  aglow.  I  never 
go  away  from  my  post  of  duty  without  being  sure  that  I  have  one 
or  two  good  men  to  stand  in  my  placa  I  return  with  quicken- 
ing words  and  incidents  of  cheer  to  all  who  are  working  with  me 
at  home. 

Yates  Hickey,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  :  The  pastor  succeeds  best  who 
gets  the  most  work  out  of  his  people.  On  the  same  principle  a 
secretary  must  go  abroad  to  get  the  fire  before  he  is  able  to  give 
it  to  others.  He  should  be  at  home  enough  to  attend  to  his 
duties,  and  go  abroad  enough  to  get  into  the  spirit  of  his  work. 

Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.  :  I  want  an  answer  from  a  local  secretary, 

T.  J.  Wilkie,  Secretary  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  responded : 
I  believe  that  every  Secretary  should  arrange  the  work,  and  then  go  to  his 
young  men,  and  organize  them  to  do  it.     But  do  not  go  continually  with  them, 
thus  leading  them  to  throw  on  you  the  responsibility  of  the  work. 

W.  H.  Anderson,  Secretary  in  Providence,  R  I. : 
No  one  can  lay  down  an  undeviating  rule  in  this  matter.  The  Secretary 
should  be  a  man  able  to  comprehend  the  needs  of  his  Association.  Let  him  be 
out  of  the  rooms  and  in  the  rooms  as  much  as  he  can.  His  place,  however,  is 
chiefly  in  the  rooms.  If  he  makes  these  popular,  ministers  will  come  in  ; 
friends  of  the  young  men,  people  from  the  country,  will  frequent  them.  He 
should  be  there  to  meet  them.  Do  not  jump  at  a  man  the  moment  he  comes 
into  the  rooms.  I  meet  a  good  many  men  several  times  before  saying  anything 
about  religion. 


80 

The  Secretary  must  have  faith  in  his  work,  and  a  desire  to  be  in  symptthr 
with  every  man.  And  when  with  faith  and  prayer  he  infuses  that  enthu- 
siasm into  the  community,  he  will  make  the  society  powerful  for  good. 

Thomas  McCune,  Scranton,  Pa. : 

We  have  had  a  little  experience  in  our  city.  A  secretary  came  there  two 
years  ago,  full  of  zeal  and  of  the  spirit.  He  tried  for  two  years  to  be  **  out  of 
his  office  and  in  it  at  the  same  time.''  At  last  he  gave  notice  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  that  if  the  Directors  and  Members  of  the  Association  -would  work 
with  him  and  do  their  duty,  he  would  go  on.  He  tried  to  do  both  parts  of 
this  work  for  half  a  year,  and  then  resigned.  He  found  he  could  not  be  out 
of  his  office  and  in  it  too. 

L.  P.  Eowland,  Boston,  Mass. : 

Any  man  who  has  been  at  this  work  of  a  general  secretary  finds  a  great 
many  difficulties.  One  class  of  men  want  him  to  do  outside  work — calling  in 
young  men,  raising  money,  etc.  This  laying  upon  the  Secretary  the  duty  of 
raising  money  will  either  drive  some  away  from  the  Association,  or  drive  the 
office  out  of  existence.  I  have  some  experience  in  this  matter.  Some  say, 
"  You  are  the  best  man  to  raise  the  money — you  have  the  experience  and  all 
the  facts  before  you.  You  must  do  it."  It  may  be  a  very  pleasant  duty  to  go 
and  call  on  the  noble  men  of  the  Association,  but  while  you  are  out  collecting, 
the  Association  is  suffering  from  the  absence  of  the  man  who  will  look  out  for 
the  young  men  who  come  in  to  seek  direction  and  counsel. 

Kobert  Smith,  St  Paul,  Minn., 

The  work  differs  greatly  in  different  places.  In  St.  Paul,  the  relief  work 
among  the  poor  occupies  most  of  our  Secretary's  time,  and  we  help  him  by 
attending  to  the  meetings  on  the  levee,  and  to  other  work  calling  for  laborers. 

The  Convention  sang — 

**  My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee." 

President  Porter  resumed  the  Chair. 

W.  H.  Anderson,  of  Providence,  R  L,  offered  a  resolution 
endorsing  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly.  It  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee's  Report 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  fol- 
lowing order  of  exercises : 

Welcome  Meeting  in  the  Opera  House,  commencing  at  7.45  P.M.  Addressee 
of  welcome  by  Mitchell  Downing,  President  Poughkeepsie  Association. 

Mayor  Eastman  on  the  part  of  the  City,  Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler,  on  the  part  of 
the  Churches  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  a  welcome  letter  from  Governor  J.  A-  Dix- 

Responses  by  H.  K.  Porter,  President  of  Convention,  and  H.  Thane  Miller, 
of  Cincinnati. 

Welcome  Meeting  will  close  at  9  P.  M.,  when  delegates  are  invited  to  the 
Association  Rooms,  when  a  reception  will  be  tendered  them  by  the  Poughkeep 
sie  Association.  A  delegate's  ticket  will  admit  him  and  any  friend  accompanj- 
ing  him. 
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MORNiNa  Sbssiok. — Thursday. — Devotional  exercises  at  9  A.  M.,  in  this 
Church,  led  by  T.  A.  Nelson,  Toledo,  O.  At  9.30  A.  M.  the  Convention  will 
come  to  order.  Reading  of  Minute»;  Calls  for  Resolutions,  Memorials,  Propo- 
sitions ;  Reading  of  Communications. 

10  A.  M.  Topic  No.  4  to  be  introduced  by  R.  K.  Remington,  Fall  River, 
Mass. ,  in  an  opening  address  of  fifteen  minutes.  A  paper  will  then  be  read 
by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary  of  Pennsylvania,  on  **  A  State  Sec- 
retary, his  Field  and  Duties,"  to  be  followed  by  five  minute  addresses  till 
11  o'clock,  when  Topic  No.  3  will  be  introduced  by  T.  A.  Nelson,  in  an  address 
of  ten  minutes,  followed  by  five  minute  addresses  from  delegates.  Report  of 
Business  Committee. 

After  singing — 

"  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow," 
On  motion,  the  Convention  adjouraed. 


WELCOME  MEETING. 

The  welcome  meeting  was  held  in  the  Collingwood  Opera 
House  on  the  evening  of  July  9th,  beginning  at  a  quarter  of 
eight  o'clock.  The  stage  had  been  handsomely  decorated  with 
flowers  and  flags  for  the  occasion.  Mitchell  Downing,  President 
of  the  Poughkeepsie  Association,  occupied  the  chair. 

The  exercises  of  the  evening  were  opened  by  an  Anthem  of 
Welcome,  sung  by  a  chorus  of  the  Van  Vliet  Double  Quartette 
Club,  of  Poughkeepsie.  The  Eev.  Dr.  Elmendorf  read  some 
selections  from  the  Bible.  Rev.  W.  H.  Wines  offered  prayer. 
The  hymn 

"Onward,  Chrfttian  Soldiers" 

was  sung,  and  President  Downing,  on  behalf  of  the  Poughkeepsie 
Association,  addressed  words  of  welcome  to  the  delegates. 

It  is  with  mingled  emotions  of  pride  and  pleasure  that  in  behalf  of  the 
Poughkeepsie  Association  I  extend  to  you  delegates  to  this  18th  Annual  Inter- 
national Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  U.  S.  and  British  Provinces  a 
most  cordial  welcome.  The  members  of  our  Association  feel  a  gratification  and 
pride  in  jour  coming  among  us,  such  as  only  co  workers  in  a  common  field  of 
labor  can  manifest.  We  have  looked  forward  through  these  past  months  with 
high  anticipations.  In  former  years  our  rooms  were  not  such  as  would  make  a 
omifortable  home  for  the  Convention.  But  now,  just  one  year  after  entering 
our  own  building,  which  is  a  monument  of  the  energy  and  kindness  of  our  mem- 
bers and  friends,  we  are  glad,  indeed,  to  throw  it  all  open  for  your  use.  And 
while  we  earnestly  desire  and  pray  that  this  Convention  may  render  even  more 
glorious  service  to  all  our  societies  than  any  of  its  predecessors,  you  will  not 
count  us  selfish,  when  we  say,  that  we  hope  you  bring  and  will  leave  behind 
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you,  under  God,  a  special  and  rich  blessing  for  ourselves.  For  thongb  tie 
hand  of  God  has  been  most  graciously  extended  to  us  in  the  success  ef  our  uDder- 
taking  and  in  raising  up  for  us  so  many  influential  friends,  "we  feel  deeply  tLt 
need  of  greater  -vatality  in  our  spiritual  work.  We  wish  to  reach,  with  tk 
saving  influences  of  the  Gospel,  the  young  men  who  frequent  evil  reeorts  b 
our  city.  We  ask  your  prayers  and  efforts,  beloved  brethren,  that  these  dars  of 
the  Convention  may  be  memorable  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
quickening  of  all  our  members  to  new  activity  in  the  blessed  work  and  ecrria 
of  the  Lord. 

.  Mr.  Downing  then  read  the  following  letter  from  Governor  Dii: 

Seafield,  West  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  Julyl. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  your  kind  invi- 
tation to  be  present  at  the  Annual  International  Convention  of  the  Young  Men'? 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  and  at  thf 
Welcome  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Poughkeepsie  on  the  9th  inst. 

It  would  give  me  sincere  pleasure,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  to  testify  by  my 
presence  my  high  appreciation  of  the  great  good  your  noble  institution  is  ac- 
complishing, and  to  express  my  earnest  hope  that  its  efforts  to  give  a  better 
direction  to  the  youthful  activity  and  talent  of  the  age  may  be  crowned  with 
the  success  it  so  richly  deserves. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Very  truly  vours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 
Mitchell  Downing,  Esq.,  Pres. 

The  Chairman,  in  the  unexpected  absence  of  Mayor  Eastraan" 
I  will  call  upon  one  of  the  first  Presidents  of  our  Association. 
John  I.  Piatt,  to  speak  as  the  representative  of  our  City. 

Mr.  Piatt  said : 

Me.  President  and  Brethben— I  know  of  but  one  reason  why  it  i? 
proper  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  bid  you  welcome,  and  that  is,  I  am  ^^ 
to  see  you  ;  and  if  that  were  the  reason  there  are  certainly  a  great  many  whom 
it  would  be  j  ust  as  isippropriate  to  call  upon,  for  we  are  all  glad  to  see  you.  Ton 
have  been  welcomed  on  the  part  of  thft  Association.  One  of  our  pastors  is  ^ 
follow  me,  and  will  welcome  you  on  behalf  of  the  Churches.  I  have  been 
asked  to  bid  you  welcome  on  behalf  of  our  citizens,  and  I  do  so  the  more  gladiy 
because  one  of  the  great  offices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Assodation, 
almost  equal  to  the  office  which  it  performs  in  the  religious  world,  is  to  educate 
a  higher  and  better  class  of  Christian  citizens.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  »11  w 
representatives  of  the  active,  energetic  Christian  young  men  of  the  country.  W 
there  is  anything  which  rivals  in  importance  the  claim  of  the  Church,  it  is  ^^ 
claim  of  the  State;  if  there  is  any  call  which  is  almost  as  loud  to  us  as  the  c»ll 
to  service  in  the  cause  of  our  Master  and  Lord,  it  is  the  call  to  serve  in  our  civil 
and  political  capacity  as  citizens,  and  it  is  the  province  of  Christianity  to  fit  us 
for  business  and  politics  as  well  as  for  religion.  Young  men,  as  they  step  forth 
into  life  are  called  upon  in  every  direction  to  spend  their  energies  in  behalf  of 
the  people;  but  in  countries  governed  as  are  our  own  land  and  her  Majesty 8 
dominions,  by  the  people,  there  is  no  call  so  loud  as  that  for  honest  and  upri^^* 
citizens^honest  and  upright  politicians.  There  have  been  sneers  about  '*  Chris- 
tian statemanship,"    but  for  my  part  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  that 
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liaye  sneered,  and  nothing  but  contempt  for  the  sentiment  of  sneering.  If 
there  has  been  any  fault,  it  has  been  that  the  standard  was  not  high  enough. 
It  is  our  place  to  lift  it  higher,  and  to  make  our  lives  square  with  it. 

It  ii  the  chief  glory  of  the  Christians  of  the  present  day,  and  your  Associa- 
tions have  contributed  to  that  as  much  as  any  other  agency,  that  we  are  begin- 
ning to  understand  that  our  Christianity  must  go  into  our  life,  that  we  must 
carry  it  to  the  counter  and  the  ballot-box,  and  put  it  into  everything  we  do. 
This  religion  of  Christ  has  been  recommended  to  us  as  a  preparation  for  death 
and  the  world  to  come.  I  count  it  as  all  and  equally  important  to  find  it  a  pre- 
paration for  life  and  the  world  that  is. 

Therefore  I  am  glad  to  bid  you  welcome  not  only  to  our  Association  and  lo 
our  Churches,  but,  as  a  citizen^  to  our  hearts  and  homes.  I  do  so  in  the  hope 
that  we  shall  all  unite  together  to  lift  this  standard  of  Christian  citizenship 
higher ;  that  you  will  inspire  us  in  Poughkeepsie  with  more  of  this  spirit,  so 
that  we  shall  be  noted  abroad  as  much  for  the  integrity  and  honest  Christianity 
of  our  people,  as  we  have  been  noted  for  the  enterprise  and  beauty  of  our  city. 

And  I  close  with  this  sentiment,  that  we  may  go  on  in  this  work  of  imbuing 
men's  thoughts  and  hearts  with  Christianity  in  all  the  duties  of  life,  until 
Christian  integrity  shall  be  recognized  as  the  qualification  for  statesmanship, 
and  until  righteousness  shall  rule  even  in  high  places,  and  He,  who  hath 
wrought  this,  shall  reign. 

Eev.  Dr.  Wheeler  then  spoke  as  follows  : 

Soldiers  and  friends  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  vanguard  of  the  American  Church, 
the  Christian  ministers  and  churches  of  Poughkeepsie  bid  you  welcome.  From 
your  many  homos  far  away  and  widely  apart,  from  crowded  mart  and  secluded 
retreats,  we  welcome  you  to  our  hearts  and  homes.  We  welcome  you  as  co« 
laborers  in  the  many  ripening  fields  of  Christian  activity.  We  do  not  know 
your  denominational  name  ;  we  do  not  choose  to  ask  it,  so  that  you  love  that 
name  which  is  above  every  name,  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  we  have  redemption 
through  His  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins. 

We  greet  you  as  the  representatives  of  those  who  conduct  the  aggressive 
movements  of  the  Church  against  the  dominion  of  sin.  We  are  glad  to  find 
in  you  enthusiasm  of  youth,  strength  of  manhood,  loyalty  of  affection  and 
fervor  of  zeal  ;  all  consecrated  to  such  grand  and  glorious  purposes.  We  are 
with  you  heart  and  hand  ;  one  with  you  in  all  your  interests  and  hopes  ;  re- 
joicing in  your  successes  and  in  the  inspiration  of  hope  and  courage  that  leads 
you  on  to  larger  and  higher  results. 

Let  me  press  upon  you,  dear  friends,  the  importance  of  a  thoroughly  Chris- 
tian life  ;  yourselves  so  magnetized  by  the  presence  of  the  living  Lord,  that 
each  one  of  you  shall  be  an  incarnation  of  the  truth,  and  your  several  Asso- 
ciations bodies  of  light  and  centres  of  love.  When  the  now  glorified  Tyng 
was  passing  through  the  shadows,  he  said  to  his  father:  "Father,  stand  up 
for  Jesus."  A  little  further  on,  he  said  again:  **  Father,  stand  up  in  Jesus." 
You  have  caught  the  first  utterance,  and  emblazoned  it  upon  your  standards. 
We  look  to  you  that  this  banner  be  carried  to  every  island  and  continent:  but 
we  would  remind  you  that  the  standing  up  far  Jesus  can  only  be  effectual  and 
mighty  as  each  one  of  you  for  himself  stands  complete  in  the  Son  of  God  and 
the  Son  of  Man.  x 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  me,  in  behalf  of  the  pastors  and  churches  of 
the  city,  accept  once  more  our  welcome  and  this  right  hand  as  a  pledge  of  our 
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Christian  fellowship  and  love,  and  maj  Qod  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  ladGoi 
the  H0I7  Spirit  bless  and  guide  you  in  all  your  stay,  and  nuike  you  a  blesii| 
to  all.     Amen. 

President  H.  K.  Porter,  on  behalf  of  the  Convention,  respond 
ed  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  : — As  the  official  representative  of  the  Assodationfi  gtther 
ing  here  by  their  representatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  in  their  beKI 
these  words  of  welcome,  and  in  their  behalf  to  return  to  you,  Mr.  Presideot. 
and  to  your  Association  ;  to  you,  also,  who  have  cordially  extended  a  welcoiM 
to  us  on  behalf  of  the  churches  ;  to  you,  sir,  who  have  so  well  spoken  for  ti* 
citizens  of  Poughkeepsie,  our  very  heartfelt  thanks.  In  doing  so  I  simplj  ex- 
press the  thought  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  every  one  who  has  listened  to  joar 
grateful  words  of  kindly  welcome. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  citizens  and  friends,  we  have  stopped  here  fori  while, 
in  this  busy  tarrying  place,  where  we  are  wont  to  stay  but  a  moment,  as  we  ire 
hurried  through  on  errands  of  business.  We  have  come  from  all  parts  of  this 
land  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  to  lay  aside  for  a  season  our  business  cuts, 
forgetting  them  as  much  as  possible,  and  seeking  to  confer  with  you  abooi 
things  of  highest  concern— to  talk  (as  in  that  wonderful  conversation  on  the 
mountain  between  Jesus  and  Moses  and  Elias,  when  they  spoke  of  His  deceax 
that  was  then  about  to  be  accomplished  at  Jerusalem,)  and  to  know  what  the 
meaning  of  that  event  is  to  us  and  for  us. 

I  need  not  speak  of  all  the  business,  trade  and  commerce  which  pass  by  jont 
door.  We  have  not  been  drawn  here  by  that,  nor  by  the  beauty  of  the  riTcr, 
much  as  we  have  enjoyed  it.  We  have  come  not  as  tourists  or  pleasure  seekers, 
not  as  business  men  or  social  friends,  but  as  those  who  bear  the  name  of  Chris^i 
and  who  have  been  entrusted  by  Ilim  with  special  duties.  It  is  because  jofi 
receive  us  out  of  love  for  our  Master,  that  we  accept  this  welcome  in  the 
fullness  of  cordiality  with  which  you  have  offered  it. 

We  desire  and  pray  that,  as  we  remain  here  in  the  city,  Christ  may  come  and 
take  possession  of  our  hearts,  so  that  every  one  shall  feel  that  if  there  be  any- 
thing to  consecrate, — if  there  be  anything  of  earnestness,  of  real  manhood  and 
womanhood,  anything  that  we  can  bring  to  Him,  we  shall  bring  it.  And  we 
ask,  dear  friends,  that  we  may  have,  not  merely  the  kind  reception  that  yo^ 
words  and  open-handed  hospitality  indicate,  but  your  sympathies  in  the  de 
liberations  of  this  Convention.  Remember  that  the  doors  are  not  shut  ^on 
will  be  welcomed  at  all  the  sessions.  On  many  former  occasions  Christitn 
ladies  have  been  sorry,  after  the  Convention  had  closed,  that  they  did  not  un- 
derstand the  invitation  given  at  the  beginning  to  come  to  the  sessionfl  during 
the  day  as  well  as  in  the  evening. 

We  invite  to  a  place  in  this  good  work  of  the  Association  every  one  who 
loves  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  not  to  assert  for  ourselves  a  special  conse- 
cration, that  we  have  come  here  as  representatives  of  the  Associations  of  tb« 
land,  nor  do  we  suppose  either  that  all  of  the  active  Christians  in  this  country 
are  represented  among  us,  or  that  the  best  of  Christian  work  is  done  here ;  hot 
we  come  simply  because  we  believe  there  is  a  special  work  that  must  be  done, 
and  that  God  will  hold  us  accountable  for  doing.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we 
meet  .in  this  convention,  and  that  every  one  of  us  here  tonight  feels  be  iscai^^ 
upon  to  labor  in  this  field  of  Christian  effort. 
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H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  said  he  was  glad  to  be  wel- 
comed by  the  Association,  the  churches  and  the  citizens,  but 
that  was  only  a  lot  of  men  telling  a  lot  of  other  men  they  were 
glad  to  see  them,  and  he  wanted  some  other  information.  He 
wanted  to  know  what  the  ladies  thought  about  it  He  continued 
in  a  humorous  strain,  alluding  to  the  good  effect  the  ladies  of  a 
place  sometimes  produced  upon  the  delegates  to  these  conven- 
tions. One  thought,  however,  was  supreme  in  the  minds  of  all, 
and  that  was  the  desire  to  win  souls  for  Jesus.  He  felt  drawn 
to  Poughkeepsie,  for  a  dear  sister  had  spent  years  here,  and  the 
name  of  the  city  had  become  a  household  word  in  the  family. 
He  had  but  one  wish  for  all  the  people  of  the  city — that  they 
would  love  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

By  request,  Mr.  Miller  sang  two  verses  of  the  hymn, 
'*  Reacli  me  thy  hand," 
after  which  the  audience  joined  in  singing, 

"  Jesus  shall  reign," 

and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Eev.  P.  E.  Hawxhurst, 
D.  D. 

Delegates  and  those  entertaining  them,  then  proceeded  to  the 
Association  Building,  where  a  reception  was  given  by  the  mem, 
bers,  assisted  by  ladies.  Refreshments  were  served,  and  all  en- 
joyed an  hour  of  pleasant  social  intercourse. 


SECOND  DAY'S  PROCEEDINGS.— July  10th,  1873. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  9.30  A.M.,  devotional  exercises, 
led  by  G."  W.  Cobb,  of  Cleveland,  preceding  the  Business  Session. 
On  account  of  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  H.  M.  Moore,  R.  R 
McBurney  moved  that  the  Business  Committee  be  requested  to 
nominate  a  person  to  act  as  Permanent  Secretary.    Carried. 

The  order  being  memorials,  communications,  resolutions,  etc., 
the  following  telegram  was  read : 
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Newark,  N.  J.,  Jvly  9,  1873. 
To  President  of  International  Convention  T.  M.  C.  A. — 

The  German  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Newark,  in  meeting 
assembled,  send  their  heartfelt  greeting  to  their  co-workers  for  Jesus.  God 
bless  you  all.      Remember  us  in  your  deliberations. 

Leo.  Aigeltikgkr. 

The  hymn, 

'*  Ye  Christian  Heralds  " 
was  sung. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  State  Executive  Committee  of 

Massachusetts  be  admitted  as  full  delegates  to  this  Convention. 

Objection  being  made  on  the  ground  that  the  basis  of  representa 

tion  would  only  allow  of  their  being  admitted  as  corresponding 

members,  the  matter  was  on  motion  of  R  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit 

Mich.,  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 

Eev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following: 
Resolved, — That  there  be  a  Special  Committee  of  three  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  holding  a  world's  Convention  of  Y.  M.  C.  ABSOciati<His 
at  Philadelphia  during  the  Centennial  Celebration  in  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  1876. 

Referred,  und3r  the  rule,  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Mr.  J.  y.  L.*  Graham,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  nominated  bv 
the  Business  Committee  and  elected  Peraianent  Secretary,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Moore,  who  was  still  absent. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Brooks,  of  South  Deerfield,  Mass.,  moved  that  the 
telegi'am  from  the  German  Association  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  be  an- 
swered by  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention.     Carried. 

Mr.  R  R  McBurney,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittees be  granted  leave  to  retire  during  the  sessions  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

J.  C.  Emory  moved  as  a  substitute  that  the  fifth  rule  of 
the  Convention,  forbidding  any  committee  to  sit  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Convention,  without  special  permission,  be  stricken 
out.     Lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  McBurney  was  lost. 

The  (  hairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  D.  C.  English, 

asked  leave  to  retire.     Not  granted. 

The  hymn, 

"Christ  for  the  World," 
was  sung,  after  which 

R.  K.  Remington,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Chairman  of  the  Exe- 
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cutive  Committee  of  that  State,  opened  the  discussion  on  the 
fourth  topic,  viz. :  Tlie  efficiency  of  Personal  Visitation  and  IHstrici 
Conventions  in  the  work  of  State  and  Provincial  Executive  Com- 
mittees— how  can  it  be  increased  V     He  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  and  Friends  of  the  Association  :  Let  me  say  a  word,  in 
opening,  of  our  practical  experience  in  this  branch  of  the  work  in  Massa- 
chusetts. In  Fall  River,  last  autumn,  the  State  Convention  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee  to  visit  the  Associations.  We  came  together,  and  after  prayer  and 
reflection,  adopted  a  plan  of  such  visitation.  Members  of  the  Committee  have 
visited  some  forty  different  cities  and  towns  of  our  State,  holding  meetings  of  two 
or  three  days  in  each  place.  The  Associations  and  the  churches  have  been  quick- 
ened, and  by  God's  blessing  on  our  feeble  efforts,  souls  have  been  saved.  The 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  should  certainly  be  a  committee  of  eflSciency. 
The  question  is  asked — How  shall  this  efficiency  be  increased  ?  First  of  all, 
put  thorough  men  on  this  Committee — men  wide  awake  in  their  business,  in 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  in  the  Association  to  which  they  belong  ;  men 
who  are  willing  to  labor,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  for  the  extension  of  the, 
Redeemer's  kingdom.  Keep  off  this  Executive  Committee  men  who  delight  to 
hold  a  high  position  and  do  as  little  work  as  possible.  There  are  many  who 
i¥ant  positions,  who  are  very  glad  to  see  their  names  in  the  newspapers,  hoping 
thereby  to  get  glory  to  themselves,  but  who  do  nothing.  I  bless  God  that  in 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  in  the  old  Bay  State  there  was  not  a  single 
individual  of  that  character.  Our  object  was  to  visit  the  Associations  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  thereby  to  stir  up  the  brethren  to  greater  effort  in  the  salvation  of 
souls.  And  after  much  reflection,  consideration  and  prayer,  we  started  out 
upon  the  work.  The  whole  Committee  gave  their  time  and  attention  to  the 
subject — with  one  exception.  Brother  Sturgis,  who  labored  with  us  at  the 
commencement,  was. called  away  and  denied  the  privilege.  We  missed  him 
very  much  ;  but  God  blessed  his  efforts  in  another  direction.  The  other 
members  of  the  Committee  went  forth  in  the  Master's  name,  and  in  the  various 
places  which  they  visited,  great  interest  was  manifested. 

Now  we  feel  •  that  this  is  the  great  work  of  the  different  State  Executive 
Committees.  Every  man  on  that  Committee  was  willing  to  undergo  self- 
denial  in  order  that  the  work  should  be  accomplished.  All  gave  the  time, 
traveling  hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  in  order  to  win  souls  for  Christ. 
The  Church  has  need  of  organized  bands  of  men  and  women  to  extend  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  every  State 
and  the  members  of  the  Association  to  sustain  the  Church  in  this  work. 

When  the  Executive  Committee  is  appointed,  it  is  their  duty,  first  of  all,  to 
say,  "  Lord,  what  "wilt  thou  have  us  to  do  V  When  God  opens  the  way  they 
should  make  it  their  business  to  go  and  do  the  work.  There  are  hundreds  of 
souls  rejoicing  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  consequence  of  the  labors  of  our  Exe- 
cutive Committee.  There  are  pastors  on  this  floor  to-day  who  feel  that  men 
and  women  have  been  added  to  their  churches  in  consequence  of  the  personal 
visitation  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

I  want  to  say  to  the  business  men  here,  make  self  denials  for  Christ.  Make 
them  in  regard  to  the  Church,  make  them  in  your  relations  to  the  Y.  M.  C. 
Associations.  Form  a  plan  for  weeks  and  months  ahead  for  this  purpose. 
Don't  feel  that  business  is  first  of  all,  and  Jesus  Christ  and  the  salvation  of 
souls  secondary  to  everything  else.     T  believe  I  have  as  much  business  to  attend 
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to  as  any  person  on  the  floor  of  this  house  to-day.  I  thong^ht  in  the 
of  the  season  I  could  not  give  up  the  time,  hut,  with  God's  blessing,  I  arrMieTfi 
it  and  gave  many  successive  days  .to  the  service  of  the  Master,  and  other  mtz 
on  that  Committee  have  given  as  much  time,  traveling  at  their  own  expeaft. 
and  God  has  blessed  them.  In  regard  to  District  Conventions.  Hold  thea 
often.  We  have  attempted  in  Fall  River  to  have  some  of  these  social  gaibw- 
ings.  Some  ten  or  twenty  live  men  get  together.  Dead  ones  we  don't  wiBt 
From  handshaking,  affectionate  intercourse,  there  come  stronger  union  nsd 
fellowship.  If  we  thus  come  often  together  there  will  be  no  questions  asked 
in  these  larger  Conventions  about  the  efficiency  of  the  State  Executive  C<m- 
mittees. 

After  the  singing  of  the  hymn, 

**  Awake  my  soul  in  joyful  lays," 

Eev.   S.    A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary  of   Pennsylvania,   read  i 

paper  entitled 

A  State  Secret aky,  his  Field  akd  Duties. 

This  paper  is  not  intended  to  be  exhaustive,  and  is  mainly  suggested  br  aa 
experience  of  two  years  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  At  each  annual  State 
Convention  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting  at  present  of  fourteen  members, 
is  chosen,  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  responsibility  of  prosecuting  the  work  of 
the  State. 

Each  member  of  the  Committee  is  assigned  the  oversight  of  a  number  of 
counties  (constituting  his  district),  in  one  of  whicli  he  resides.  The  members 
are  usually  men  of  business,  and  burdened  with  cares  that  prevent  them  from 
giving  it  continued  attention ;  and  hence  they  choose  an  Executive  officer, 
called  State  Secretary,  to  whom  they  intrust  the  execution  of  any  of  its  details 
they  may  determine  upon,  and  who  is  expected  to  give  his  whole  time  and 
attention  to  the  duties  to  which  they  have  called  him. 

At  some  point  in  the  State  the  Committee  hold  three  meetings  during  the 
year — one  previous  to  the  Annual  Convention,  and  the  others  In  the  months  of 
May  and  November  ;  at  which  times  verbal  or  written  reports  are  given  by 
the  Secretary,  and  plans  are  discussed  and  matured  for  the  future. 

The  State  Secretary  will  find  growing  out  of  his  position  a  multiplicity  of 
duties,  which  may  be  classed  under  a  few  general  heads.  The  first,  but  by  no 
means  greatest,  is  that  of 

Correspondence. — This  consists  in  the  gathering  of  Statistics  from  each  of 
the  Associations  at  least  once  during  the  year  ;  their  arrangement  in  a  tabular 
statement,  to  be  printed  in  the  Annual  State  Report.  He  will  also  furnish  to 
each  Association  copies  of  this  report  yearly,  apportioned  to  each  organization 
according  to  the  number  of  members.  He  will  also  furnish  them  documents 
at  such  times  and  in  such  quantities  as  he  may  think  most  suitable.  He  will 
keep  each  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  posted  as  to  times  and  places 
of  meeting,  and  maintain  with  them  all  other  correspondence  that  may  seem 
necessary.  He  will  also  find  many  letters  of  inquiry  as  to  the  object  of  Asso- 
ciations, and  how  they  are  to  be  organized,  addressed  to  him  ;  and  also  numer- 
ous letters  upon  every  phase  of  the  work,  and  from  all  classes  of  people. 
These  he  is  to  answer  in  such  a  way  as  will  promote  the  best  interest  of  the 
cause.     In  the  arrangements  for  public  or  private  meetings  he  will  find  occa- 
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and.  object,  and  stating  time  and  place  of  meeting.  This  should  be  done  clearly 
and.  tersely,  so  that  no  misunderstanding  may  arise  in  the  mind  of  those  whom 
He  addresses.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  department  of  Corresjwndence 
tliat  has  been  overlooked,  it  may  be  included  under  the  general  term 

Miscellaneous. — It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  Secretary  is  not  a  mere 
machine,  obeying  the  will  of  a  manipulator,  or  a  hireling,  performing  so  much 
specified  work  for  so  much  pay  ;  but  a  man !  living,  breathing,  pulsating  in 
every  chord  and  fibre  of  his  spiritual  nature  with  desire  to  extend  the  kingdom 
of  Jesus ;  and  hence  that  tact,  which  ought  to  spring  from  love,  will  readily 
seize  favorable  opportunities  to  use  the  pen  in  addressing  letters  of  counsel, 
encouragement  or  instruction  where  they  seem  to  be  needed,  and  in  now  and 
tlien  furnishing  to  periodical  or  paper  items  of  news,  correspondence  or  articles 
bearing  upon  the  work.    Another  department  of  the  Secretary's  duties  is 

Organization. — By  this  it  is  not  meant  that  he  should  multiply  new  Asso- 
ciations without  discrimination.  Even  in  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  prudence 
with  his  zeal  (which  should  never  falter)  he  will  still  find  some  organizations 
that  grow  as  the  mushroom  and  die  like  it.  How  much  more  so  when  they 
are  formed  with  no  previous  knowledge  as  to  who  compose  them  and  what 
prospect  they  have  for  future  life.  It  is  an  easy  matter,  comparatively,  to  visit 
places  where  the  work  of  an  Association  is  new,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  vivid 
imagination,  great  zeal  and  possibly  some  imported  enthusiasm,  awaken  great 
interest  among  the  paople.  This  results  in  the  formation  of  an  Association. 
But  it  is  quite  a  different  thing  to  count  correctly  upon  the  patient  continuance 
of  its  members  in  the  work  that  may  be  so  enthusiastically  commenced. 

The  State  Secretary  should  be  concerned  about  the  remote  consequences  of 
the  forming  of  new  Associations.  Enthusiasm  is  indeed  needed,  but  something 
more  is  also  required  ;  something  upon  which  the  Society  can  build,  and  live 
and  grow,  vitalizing  others  ;  and  doing  present  and  constant  good  for  the 
cause  of  Christ.  Otherwise  it  is  as  a  fire  of  shavings  dying  out,  through  pure 
inability  to  feed  itself. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  examine  the  ground  previous  to  organization 
as  carefully  as  possible,  so  that  he  may  count  with  tolerable  certainty  that  at 
least  a  half  dozen  reliable  persons  in  the  place  have  the  work  at  heart,  and  will 
not  expend  all  their  zeal  upon  the  first  three  months  of  its  life.  I  now  have 
upon  my  roll  the  names  of  eight  or  ten  important  points  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  it  is  determined  to  form  Associations,  so  soon  as  it  can  be  found  that  in 
each  of  these  places  there  are  at  least  six  persons  who  will  bear  in  the  arms  of 
their  faith  the  cause  they  espouse,  even  though  storms  and  trials  come  upon  it. 
The  Secretary  should  cultivate  an  extensive  acquaintance  in  every  part  of  the 
State,  seize  every  opportunity  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  religious  life  of  the 
different  cities  and  towns,  and  as  far  as  possible  obtain  the  names  and  seek  the 
acquaintance  of  constant  Christian  workers  wherever  they  may  be  found.  In 
course  of  time  this  will  give  him  an  advantage  in  the  work  of  organization,  not 
easily  to  be  estimated.  When  the  right  material  is  offered,  he  should  embrace 
the  opportunity  to  form  an  Association ;  otherwise  he  should  proceed  with 
caution. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  no  instruction  is  wanted  in  this  paper  as  to  how  to 
organize.  It  is  supposed  that  an  Executive  Committee,  in  choosing  a  Secretary, 
would  select  one  who  has  attested  his  talent  for  organization,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
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main  reasons  why  he  should  be  placed  in  such  position,  yet  this  does  not  end 
the  duties  of  the  Secretary. 

Next  comes  the  fostering  of  Associations  already  formed,  {e^fpeciaUy  thi  ttrnktr 
ones.)  This  may  be  classed  under  the  head  of  visitation — which  may  be  either 
public  or  pricate.  Public  visitation  has  been  conducted  in  Pennsylvania  for  the 
past  two  years,  by  holding  Local  Conventions,  or  visitation  meetings,  from  two 
to  three  days  in  each  place.  In  this  way  the  great  majority  of  our  Associatioci 
have  been  visited  once,  and  in  some  instances  twice.  The  plan  of  arran^iiig 
for  these  meetings  is  as  follows  :  A  circular  letter  is  sent  out  by  the  Chairmtn 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  I  insert  for  the  information  of  those  who 
may  desire  it. 

**  Dear  Brethren  : — The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Pennsylvania  propose  to  hold  a  series  of  Local  Conventions  or 
Visitation  Meetings  throughout  the  State.  The  design  of  these  meetings  is  to 
give  and  receive  encouragement  and  instruction  in  that  part  of  our  Master's 
work  in  which  we  are  engaged — to  stimulate  as  far  as  possible  those  who  have 
never  engaged  in  it,  and  to  consider  such  plans  as  may  be  thought  to  increase 
the  usefulness  and  permanency  of  our  organizations.    With  your  consent  meet 

ings  will  be  held  in ,  on  the ,  commencing  at  2\  o'clock  P.  M.  of 

the  first  day;  the  hours  of  session  thereafter  being  10  A.  M.,  2^  P.  M.,  and 
7i  P.  M.  The  Executive  Committee  will  be  represented  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Tag- 
gart,  State  Secretary  of  Pittsburg,  Prof.  Wm.  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
will  conduct  the  singing,  and  as  far  as  possible  by  the  member  of  the  ExecutiTe 
Committee,  residing  in  your  district.       .   . 

In  arranging  for  these  meetings,  the  Executive  Committee  would  suggest 
(1.)  that  your  Association  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  programme  of  ex- 
ercises, invite  brethren  from  neighboring  Associations  to  come  and  take  part, 
and  endeavor  to  secure  representatives  from  places  where  no  organizations  exist 
(2.)  Among  the  topics  to  be  selected,  the  following  are  suggested:  The  encour- 
agements in  our  work.  The  best  means  of  enlisting  new  workers.  Neighbor- 
hood Prayer  Meetings.  Open-Air  Meetings.  Praise  Meetings.  Bible  Classes. 
Personal  work  for  Christ.  Personal  consecration  to  Christ.  (3.)  Let  special 
prayer  be  offered  by  you  as  an  Association  and  as  individuals  for  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  these  meetings.  Should  no  notice  be  received  t^j  the  con- 
trary, it  will  be  presumed  tJiat  arrangements  loUl  be  made  for  tjie  meetings  at 
the  specified  time. 

Tour  Brother  In  Christian  bonds, 

H.  K.  PORTER, 
Chairman  Exeeutite  Commiiier. 

Over  one  hundred  of  these  meetings  have  been  held  in  all  p>arts  of  the  State, 
and  the  testimony  to  the  blessedness  of  their  influence  is*universaL  Very  fre- 
quently they  have  been  attended  with  wonderful  spiritual  power,  bringing  re- 
vival to  the  Associations  and  to  churches. 

To  the  State  Secretary  is  entrusted  the  perfecting  of  all  arrangements  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  holding  these  meetings.  He  is  expected 
to  be  present  and  take  part  in  them,  and  especially  see  that  others  take  part 
also.  By  no  means  should  he  monopolize  the  time  or  the  attention  of  thoee 
present  in  performing  duties  that  it  would  be  more  helpful  to  have  others  per- 
form. But  he  should  have  such  readiness  and  tact  as  to  enlist  all  who  are 
present  in  some  part  of  the  service,  if  possible — inspiring  them  with  the  feel 
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ing  that  the  meeting  is  theirs  as  well  as  his.  In  this  way  much  latent  talent  is 
developed,  and  many  are  encouraged  to  start  in  an  active  service  for  Christ. 

From  all  parts  of  the  State  comes  written  and  verbal  testimony  to  the  blessed- 
ness of  these  meetings.  In  them  many  have  learned  to  take  the  first  steps  in 
*•  the  way  of  life,"  and  from  Colleges  and  Theological  Seminaries,  as  well  as 
all  departments  of  business,  comes  the  word  of  new  impulses  received,  to  a 
life  of  earnestness  and  consecration  for  Christ. 

Aside  from  this  public  work  the  Secretary  will  find  frequent  opportunity  for 
private  visitatian,  especially  among  the  weaker  organizations.  He  should  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  answer  all  calls  for  his  personal  presence  and  counsel. 

As  an  instance,  the  case  of  an  Association  in  a  very  important  point  in  Penn- 
sylvania comes  to  my  mind.  From  a  number  of  causes  it  was  brought  almost 
upon  the  verge  of  disorganization.  The  question  to  disband  was  very  seriously 
entertained  by  many  of  its  members.  The  Executive  Committee  learned  of 
the  state  of  affairs,  and  at  its  meeting  directed  the  Secretary  to  go  at  once  to 
the  place,  assurie  the  brethren  of  the  Association  of  its  sympathy  with  them,  and 
its  desire  to  help  by  advice  or  material  aid,  or  in  any  way  needed.  The  visit 
was  blessed  in  gathering  a  number  of  the  members  together,  inclining  them  to 
take  a  hopeful  view  of  the  situation.  A  plan  was  adopted  to  secure  a  more 
united  co  operation  of  the  churches.  A  suggestion  to  cut  down  items  of  ex- 
pense not  necessary  to  its  prosperity  was  acted  upon,  and  the  Association  started 
with  new  life,  and  has  been  wielding  a  blessed  influence  ever  since. 

In  some  such  way  the  Secretary  wiU  find  opportunities  for  private  visitation 
which  may  be  blessed  in  giving  encouragement  and  preventing  the  ever  to  be 
deplored  era  in  the  history  of  many  Associations — ^namely,  that  of  disorganiza- 
tion. 

If  I  were  to  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  subject,  I  would  say  nothing  upon 
th^  question  of  finances,  yet  it  ought  to  receive  some  notice.  The  contempla- 
tion of  such  work  as  this  forces  the  query,  How  the  finandal  obligations  which 
must  necessarily  be  assumed  in  its  prosecution  are  to  be  met  ?  Most  emphati- 
cally I  would  say  the  Secretary  ought  not  to  be  burdened  with  any  such 
care.  It  belongs  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  make  all  such  provision ;  and 
in  the  main  this  must  be  done  by  soliciting  individual  subscriptions.  It  is  true 
that  every  Association  ought  to  contribute  something,  and  do  it  heartily. 
Tet  so  long  as  they  maintain  their  present  a/oerage  financial  ability,  the  greater 
part  of  the  funds  must  be  raised  from  individual  sources.  This  has  been  the 
case  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  a  general  way,  it  may  safely  be  predicted  to  be  the 
same  in  every  State  attempting  it. 

The  work  should  not  be  commenced  until  the  financial  sky  is  clear.  Uncer- 
tainty in  this  will  most  likely  end  in  mortifying  failure.  In  dismissing  the 
subject  I  wonld  press  the  point,  that  the  State  Secretary  should  always  re- 
member the  distinct  nature  of  this  office.  It  is  not  that  of  a  Missionary  or 
Evangelist.  While  he  should  always  be  evangelistic  in  spirit,  yet  this  should 
be  manifested  in  specific  efforts  to  benefit  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
and  make  their  distinct  mission  a  greater  blessing  to  the  world.  In  this  he 
will  find  more  than  enough  to  tax  all  his  time  and  attention. 

In  concluding,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  some 

such  systematic  effort  as  has  already  been  described.     It  should  be  prosecuted 

in  every  State  of  the  Union.     Our  organizations  are  entirely  voluntary  in  their 

character,  and  hence  the  greater  necessity  for  some  system  of  supervision  that 
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will  tend  to  form  stronger  bonds  of  onion,  and  prodace  greater  unity  of  pur- 
pose. If  one  State  does  not  find  itself  .sufficiently  strong  to  undertake  it,  why 
not  combine  its  strength  with  one  or  two  others.  To  the  International  Execu- 
tive Committee  is  presented  a  vast  field  too  in  those  States  where  few  organi- 
zations exist.  It  has  endeavored  to  meet  this  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  past ; 
but  let  its  work  be  more  heartily  sustained  by  the  memberships  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  Continent,  and  what  has  been  done  in  the  past  is 
but  a  small  token  of  what  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 

The  hymn, 

"  The  Song  of  Victory," 

was  then  sung.  The  topics  which  had  been  opened  were  then 
discussed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  H.  Headley,  of  Amherst  College,  Robt 
Smith,  of  St  Paul,  ^inn.,  Wm. .  Cummings,  of  Truro,  Nova 
Scotia,  Eev.  C.  S.  Brooks,  of  South  Deerfield,  Mass.,  spoke  of 
the  large  number  of  conversions  and  adnussions  to  his  Church, 
resulting  from  the  labors  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  de- 
sired that  an  arrangement  coiild  be  made,  so  that  the  same  men 
might  return  to  the  field  over  which  they  had  gone,  so  as  to 
build  up  the  converts  in  the  faitL  Their  influence  was  greater 
over  them  than  even  that  of  the  pastors. 

D.  EL  Sinclair,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  closed  the  discussion,  re- 
ferring to  the  influence  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  reviving 
different  Associations. 

Mr.  R  R  McBumey,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  Business 
Committee  be  requested  to  set  apart  further  time  for  the  discus- 
sion of  this  topic. 

Mr.  Jas.  Buchanan,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  moved  as  a  substitute 
that  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 
Carried. 

T.  A.  Nelson,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  opened  the  discussion  of  the 
third  topic,  viz. :  "  How  can  the  usefulness  of  State  and  Provincial 
Conventions  he  promoted  ?  " 

In  1866,  at  Albany,  the  International  Ck>nvention  instructed  the  correspond- 
ing members  of  its  Executive  Committee  to  call  conventions  of  the  Associatioiifl 
in  those  States  and  Provinces.  Three  States  at  once  responded  to  the  sagges- 
tlon,  with  very  gratifying  results.  Since  that  time  ninety-seven  of  these  Con- 
ventions have  been  held  in  different  parts  of  the  Continent.  A  list  of  these  is,  I 
understand,  to  be  appended  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 
My  attention  has  been  called  more^  particularly  to  the  Conventions  of  Ohio. 

The  popularity  of  this  assembly  is  so  great  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to 
secure  the  benefits  of  it  for  any  particular  town  or  dty.     I  remember  verydis- 
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tinctly  the  arduous  task  I  found  it,  eighteen  months  ago,  to  secure  the  State 
Convention  for  Toledo.  I  determined  to  leave  no  stone  unturned,  and  sought 
out  every  delegate.  Associations  had  sent  up  strong  delegations  armed  with 
speeches,  memorials,  invitations  from  pastors.  Associations,  &c.,  begging  for  the 
Convention.  Many  presented  what  they  supposed  even  superior  claims  for  their 
respective  towns  and  cities.  When  the  vote  decided  in  our  favor,  men  sprang 
to  their  feet  and  asked  for  the  Convention  one  and  two  years  in  advance. 

All  this  enthusiasm  and  eagerness  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  wherever  the 
Convention  assemblies,  a  profound  impression  is  made;  the  Churches  are 
aroused,  and  the  whole  religious  community  awakened' to  a  new  life  of  activity. 
This  results  in  the  conversion  of  scores  and  hundreds.  How  can  such  popu- 
larity be  secured,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  Convention  be  promoted  ? 

Personal  Visitation  has  done  very  much  for  us  in  the  past,  and  we  are  again 
inaugurating  a  like  movement.  To  revive  and  strengthen  individual  Associa- 
tions is  to  increase  the  attendance  at  and  the  power  of  the  State  Convention. 
District  Conventions  are  of  much  local  service,  and  sharpen  the  appetite  for 
the  richer  feast  of  the  State  gathering. 

We  have  been  also  blessed  with  corresponding  members  and  State  Committees 
who  did  their  duty.  The  issuing  of  the  State  and  local  circulars  are  important 
preliminary  steps.  These  circulars  should  emanate  from  men  who  are  well 
known  among  the  Associations.  The  voice  of  a  stranger  the  Associations  will 
not  heed.  Let  the  signatures  to  the  circulars  be  those  of  men  who  are  recog- 
nized leaders  in  the  work.  In  addition  to  the  private  circulars,  numerous 
letters  should  be  written  to  prominent  Association  men,  urging  them  to  take 
an  interest  in  the  State  Convention.  The  invitation  contained  in  the  local  cir- 
cular should  be  of  the  most  unmistakably  hearty  kind. 

Invite  from  neighboring  States  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  men,  having,  if 
possible,  a  national  reputation,  and  announce  their  expected  presence  in  your 
circulars.  Forward  circulars  and  letters  to  the  ministers  of  towns  in  which 
there  are  no  Associations.  Urge  them  to  attend  in  person  and  appoint  one  or 
two  of  their  active  laymen  to  represent  their  churches.  In  the  circulars  im- 
press upon  the  Associations  their  imperative  duty  to  have  themselves  repre- 
sented by  their  very  best  men;  men  of  God;  active,  earnest,  devoted,  practical 
men,  who  can  think  to  a  purpose,  speak  with  effect,  and  carry  home  to  their 
respective  Associations  the  results  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Convention;  men  by 
whom  they  are  willing  to  be  judged  in  respect  to  intelligence,  spiritually,  and 
love  for  our  peculiar  work. 

Men  who  attend  the  Convention  merely  for  a  few  days'  rest  and  pleasure 
should  seek  both  elsewhere.  The  attendance  of  professional  talkers  is  to  be 
deprecated.  Delegates  come  in  the  hope  of  gaining  new  ideas,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  listening  to  men  who  like  to  hear  themselves  talk.  Men  who  do  the 
work  at  home  are  the  men  who  will  be  ready  to  learn  at  the  Convention — there- 
fore send  them. 

In  some  instances  the  practice  of  calling  on  the  Delegates  at  the  Convention 
for  such  moneyed  assistance  as  the  State  Committee  may  need  during  the  year, 
has  proved  a  drawback,  and  prevented  the  attendance  of  some.  This  is  wrong, 
for  giving  is  as  much  a  part  of  worship  as  prayer  or  praise  ;  but  it  may  be  well, 
as  is  the  custom  in  some  States,  to  send  out,  before  the  Convention,  a  circular 
and  blank,  asking  each  Association  to  name  and  fill  in  the  sum  it  is  able  and 
willing  to  contribute  towards  the  general  expenses.     The  simple  announcement 
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of  the  aggregate  amount  need  be  all  the  mention  of  finances  made  before  the 
Convention. 

Much  interest  in  Conventions  is  developed  by  having  the  Delegates  of  each 
town  and  city  relate  the  incidents  and  give  a  general  resume  of  the  Convention 
before  some  of  the  assembled  congregations  on  their  return  home. 

Preparation  for  the  Convention  should  be  begun  some  weeks  ahead  of  the 
event.  Secure  the  good  will  of  the  press,  and  keep  the  public — ^godly  and  un- 
godly, saint  and  sinner — posted  on  the  fact  that  the  State  Convention  will  meet 
in  your  town  and  is  expected  to  make  a  stir  among  the  dry  bones. 

Call  your  pastors  into  counsel  with  you  in  the  work  of  preparation.  Im- 
press them  with  the  fact  that  one  object  in  securing  the  visit  of  the  Convention 
was,  that  the  churches  might  be  stirred  up  and  strengthened.  Call  your  prom- 
inent lady  workers  together  and  get  them  interested.  In  addition  to  these  it«ms 
of  preparation,  call  upon  Christians,  churches  and  the  whole  commnnity  to 
remember  the  Convention  in  prayer  before  God. 

On  the  eve  of  Convention  day  let  the  churches  assemble  in  a  union  service 
for  conference  and  prayer,  at  which  secure  the  attendance  of  some.of  your  most 
wide  awake  and  earnest  Christians,  who  by  exhortation  and  prayer  shall 
quicken  in  the  hearts  of  God's  people  a  longing  expectation  of  his  blessing.  By 
this  time  you  will  have  the  people  ^oUh  you,  and  hearts  and  hom^  will  open 
wide  to  speak  their  welcome  to  your  delegates. 

The  means  of  usefulness  in  the  Convention  may  be  said  to  be  fourfold  : 

(1.)  The  discussion  of  topics — well  prepared  and  of  vital  interest.  (8.)  The 
creation  of  enthusiasm  in  the  work.  (8.)  The  popularizing  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A- 
(4.)  Direct  religious  work. 

The  first  is  important,  because  through  the  discussion  of  topics  (which  should 
all  have  a  practical  bearing)  much  light  is  thrown  upon  the  work.  The  second 
means  of  usefulness  is  not  to  be  overlooked.  A  division  of  the  French  army 
could  only  be  made  to  charge  on  a  Russian  fortification  during  the  Crimean  war, 
by  being  allowed,  with  the  Marseilles  Hymn,  to  sing  themselves  into  a  furor  of 
patriotic  enthusiasm.  While  in  this  condition  every  man's  strength  was 
dovbled.  The  charge  was  irresistible  ;  the  enemy  fled,  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  tri-colored  flag  of  France  floated  above  the  fort. 

So,  when  we  meet,  let  heaven  ring  with  the  Christian  war  cry — 
•*  Ye  sans  of  Ood  atoake  to  glory. 
Hark  what  myriads  bid  you  rise .'" 
Then  let  us  go  forth  into  the  field  filled  with  the  spirit  of  conquest. 

The  third  element  of  usefulness — that  of  popularizing  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.—will 
be  appreciated  by  any  Association  that  has  in  the  same  town  with  it  many  good 
Christian  people  and  those  who  are  otherwise  influential — that  are  not  at  all  in 
harmony  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  through  misrepresentations  of  it,  and  miscon 
ception  of  the  work  it  seeks  to  do.  Just  here  the  tact  and  discretion  of  the 
Committee  on  Entertainment  will  come  into  play,  for  the  houses  of  such  per- 
sons will  be  opened  if  for  nothing  else  than  to  preserve  the  city's  reputation 
for  hospitality.  Study  these  men  and  women,  learn  their  particular  objectioDS 
to  you  as  an  Association,  and  then  assign  them  as  their  guests,  those  who 
will  dispel  doubt  and  correct  errors.  The  fourth  element  of  usefulness  sug- 
gested, that  of  direct  religions  work,  transcends  all  the  others  in  importance. 
Indeed  this  has  been  made  the  prominent  feature  of  the  Ohio  State  Conven- 
tions, and  accounts  as  we  have  already  stated  for  tb  ^^iwide  popularity. 
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Every  delegate  is  expected  to  be  a  Missionary,  and  the  house  we  assign  him 
to,  is  to  be  his  field.  If  there  be  unconverted  members  within  the  household, 
he  is  expected  to  win  them  by  the  influence  of  a  prayerful  spirit,  a  pleasing 
address  and  a  cheerful  Christian  manner.  Many  homes  last  winter  were  made 
forever  bright  by  the  work  of  these  young  men,  and  fetters  came  to  us  saying 
thai  in  entertaining  our  delegates  they  entertained  Angels  unawares.  The 
leavening  influence  of  the  Convention  was  felt  all  through  our  city. 

A  notable  feature  of  the  Ohio  Conventions  consists  in  their  remaining  in  the 
city  over  the  Sabbath,  thus  giving  the  town  the  benefit  of  their  presence  on  a 
day  especially  set  apart  for  Christian  labor.  The  whole  time  is  given  to  work 
for  souls.  The  pastors  of  all  the  leading  churches  were  clamorous  for  dele- 
gates to  fill  their  pulpits,  and  from  the  sacred  desk  throughout  the  city  young 
men  with  hearts  filled  with  love,  and  tongues  touched  with  the  coal  of  fire — 
preached  Christ,  the  Christian's  joy — the  sinner's  hope.  A  deep  solemnity  fell 
on  the  people,  and  when  in  the  evening  the  largest  hall  iii  our  dty  was  thrown 
open,  it  scarcely  begun  to  accommodate  the  thousands  that  were  seeking  an 
entrance. 

The  Farewell  Meeting  will  never  be  forgotten,  nor  its  influence  cease  to  be 
felt  while  our  city  has  a  history.  The  flaming  torch  from  the  Convention  at 
Toledo  was  carried  throughout  the  State,  conversions  multiplied  from  the 
tens  into  the  hundreds  and  thousands.  Quickened  into  newness  of  life  and 
vigor,  our  own  Association  under  God  has  been  instrumental  in  the  inaugura- 
tion of  meetings  that  have  resulted  in  nearly  800  accessions  to  the  Churches  of 
Christ. 

We  commend  to  other  States  and  our  beloved  brethren  of  the  Provinces,  the 
course  we  have  pursued.  Assuredly  God  will  bless  it,  the  same  glorious  results 
will  follow,  and  thus  the  usefulness  of  our  State  and  Provincial  Conventions 
will  be  promoted. 

After  singing 

"  We'll  Help  the  Cause  Along," 
John  3.  Sands,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  made  some  remarks,  fol- 
lowed by  Geo.  W.  Cobb,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  said : 

The  usefulness  of  State  and  Provincial  Conventions  can  be  promoted  by 
sending  men  to  these  Conventions  who  have  done  work  through  the  year. 
l>on't  send  merely  the  men  who  have  a  little  money  or  a  little  spare  time,  and 
who  therefore  want  to  go  to  the  State  Conventions  as  delegates.  I  want  the 
warm  hearted  brethren  who  have  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  me  through 
the  year  in  prayer-meetings,  outside  work  and  inside  work,  to  go  with  me  to  the 
Convention. 

James  Buchanan,  Trenton,  N.  J. : 

I  was  going  to  give  this  recipe  for  promoting  the  efficiency  of  these  Conven- 
tions :  Get  and  keep  a  tight  grip  on  the  talkers  and  put  forward  the  men  who 
do  the  work.  We  always  have  in  every  State  Convention  men  who  do  an  im- 
mense amount  of  talking.  Good,  anxious,  earnest  brethren  get  up  on  the  floor 
^d  talk  as  if  they  were  Boanerges.  Tet  when  they  go  home  to  their  Associa- 
tions they  do  little  or  no  work.  In  our  State  when  a  brother  of  that  sort  begins 
to  discuss  a  topic  of  which  he  knows  practically  nothing,  we  intimate  in  as 
n^ld  a  manner  as  possible  that  his  services  are  not  needed.    But  on  the  other 
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hand  we  attempt  to  get  hold  and  bring  out  the  practical  ideas  of  the  men  who 
do  the  work.  These  are  generally  the  modest  men  of  the  Convention,  ajid  it  ie 
necessary  to  bring  them  out.  In  this  way  delegates  will  separate  after  hAring 
learned  something  from  each  other,  and  if  you  follow  snch  a  plan  you  wiH 
undoubtedly  promote  the  efficiency  of  Conventions. 

James  S.  Ostrander,  Newark,  N.  J.  : 

We  should  send  to  the  Convention  men  who  can  come  back  to  our  localitie 
able  to  tell  us  what  they  heard  in  the  Conventions.  It  is  well  to  secure  the 
services  of  one  or  more  of  the  delegates  on  their  way  home.  Delegates  are 
too  often  mere  sponges.  We  come  here  and  absorb  the  good  things  and  then  go 
home  and  have  to  be  squeezed  before  we  will  tell  anything  about  it.  We  want 
to  carry  home  with  us  a  photograph  of  the  Convention  and  put  It  before  the 
eyes  of  every  single  member  who  stays  at  home. 

Robert  Weidensall,  of  Omaha,  Neb. : 

Never  appoint  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  a  State  who  is  not  efficient  or 
will  not  do  his  duty.  I  know  of  one  or  two  cases  where  I  have  prepared  the 
way  for  a  Convention  because  the  Secretary  has  not  done  the  work. 

E.  T.  C.  Knowles,  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  made  some  remarks, 
giving  encouraging  report  of  the  last  Convention  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces. 

Prof.  J.  D.  Dreher,  Roanoke  College,  Salem,  Va.  : 
I  represent  a  State  here  which  unfortunately  has  no  State  organization  and 
no  State  Convention.     If  I  am  not  out  of  order  I  would  like  some  brother  to 
give  me  a  plan  whereby  I  may  take  some  steps  to  form  an  organization  of  this 
character  in  Virginia. 

John  J.  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  : 

I  want  some  of  these  brethren  to  teU  us  how  to  get  a  State  Convention  to- 
gether. We  have  had  six  in  the  State  of  New  York.  I  was  oorreepond- 
ing  member  for  four  or  five  years,  and  have  been  a  member  of  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee  since.  I  know  that  there  has  been  energy  enough  and  work 
enough  expended  in  that  one  point,  of  getting  a  State  Convention  together,  to 
have  accomplished  a  great  deal  if  it  had  been  exerted  in  another  direction. 
But  our  State  Conventions  in  New  York  have  been  what  I  call  failures.  The 
one  at  Poughkeepsie  in  1870,  was  the  largest  one  held.  They  have  been  grow- 
ing smaller  since  then.  Tou  can't  do  much  with  a  Convention  unless  the  peo- 
ple come  there.  When  I  was  corresponding  member  I  circulated  notices  ia 
every  paper  in  the  State,  wrote  to  every  Association,  sent  circulars  and  personal 
letters  to  every  man  I  knew  in  tho  Association,  and  wrote  letters  to  every  one 
I  thought  not  likely  to  be  interested  and  did  everything  else  I  could.  About 
seventy  delegates  attended.  At  our  last  Convention,  I  stated  distinctly  I  wis 
not  in  favor  of  holding  any  more  Conventions,  unless  we  can  be  enlightened 
concerning  some  way  to  get  members  there. 

Richard  C.  Morse,  New  York,  General  Secretary  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  was  called  upon  for  a  reply,  and  said : 
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A^liat  will  in  part  answer  both  questions,  is  that  the  State  Convention  is  a 
growth.    You  cannot  have  a  full  fledged  CJonvention  this  year  either  in  Virginia 
or  New  York.    To  foster  the  growth  in  usefulness  and  power  of  a  State  Ck)nven- 
tion,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  between  the  two  questions  discussed  this 
morning  there  is  a  very  close  connection.     When  you  secure  "  effective  personal 
visitation  and  distinct  Conventions  '*  in  a  State,  then  you  will  have  good  "  State 
Conventions.'*    On  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  as  the  State  Conventions  themselves 
foster  such  personal  visitation  and  district  Conventions  that  they  become  effective. 
The  two  things  act,  retroact  and  interact.    They  are  mutually  interdependent. 
Wliat  the  State  of  New  York  needs  is  more  personal  visitation  and  district  Con- 
ventions.   It  has  enjoyed,  indeed,  personal  visitation  of  a  quiet,  methodical  and 
patient  sort.    Much  sober,  painstaking  work  has  been  done  and  well  done.    But 
enthusing  effort  by  a  few  Christians,  who  in  company  visit  places  and  hold  meet- 
ings that  afiect  the  popular  mind  and  feeling,  has  not  been  attempted  as  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio  and  Massachusetts.     Even  the  communities  that  have  invited 
and  entertained  the  State  Conventions  of  New  York  have  only  been  partially 
stirred.    The  delegates  have  met  on  the  secular  busy  days  of  the  week.    Their 
evening  meetings  have  made  some  popular  stir,  but  a  Convention  makes  most 
enthusing  impression  on  a  place  when  the  delegates  stay  over  Sunday  and 
speak  in  pulpit,  Sunday  school  and]  hall,  or  opera  house.    The  community  is 
shaken  with  the  contagion  of  their  enthusiasm.     In  Ohio  and  the  Maritime 
Provinces  the  Convention  is  thus  used  to  the  best  advantage.    In  Pennsylvania 
and  Massachusetts  the  Conventions  do  not  make  this  excellent  use  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  they  are  not  so  popular  and  so  much  sought  after  as  in  Ohio.     But 
the  stimulating,  people-reaching  power  which  in  the  latter  State  comes  chiefly 
from  the  Convention  and  from  delegation  visits  made  in  their  neighborhood  by 
some  of  the  leading  Associations,  is  exerted  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachu- 
setts district  Conventions  held  during  the  year  by  the  Executive  Committee 
or  State  Secretary.    The  State  Conventions  foster  this  work,  raise  more  money 
each  successive  year  for  its  support,  and  value,  appreciate  and  improve  this 
agency,  which  in  New  York  is  completely  neglected.    Pennsylvania,  with  its 
State  Secretary  and  the  large  income  ($3,500)  it  raises  for  its  Committee,  is  in 
the  van  of  Association  progress,  and  naturally  in  the  number  of  active,  vigor- 
ous Societies  is  first  on  the  roll  of  the  States  and  Provinces.    But  this  position 
has  been  reached  slowly.     It  is  the  growth  of  years  of  patient  efibrt.    If  simi- 
lar work  is  to  be  done  in  New  York  it  will  take  time,  and  we  must  seek  with 
painstaking  to  discover  how  persona]  visitation  and  district  and  State  Conven- 
tions may  be  effectively  combined  upon  the  plan  which  the  Lord  has  so  abund- 
antly blessed  in  other  States. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  invitation : 

Vassab  Colleob,  Jvly  10,  1878. 

H.  K.  PoRTSB,  Esq.,  President,  Ac,»T.  M  C.  A.  Convention  : 

Dear  Sir  : — The  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  Vassar  College  ex- 
tends a  cordial  invitation  to  your  Convention  to  visit  the  Institution  at  such 
time  as  meets  your  approval,  whether  collectively  or  individually,  from  day 
to  day,  during  the  Session  of  the  Convention. 

M.  VASSAR,  Jr. 
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James  Buchanan,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  moved  that  the  invitation 
be  accepted,  and  that  our  thanks  be  extended  by  the  Secretary. 
Adopted. 

The  Business  Committee  made  the  following  Special  Report 
and  recommendation  : 

The  Business  Committee  report  that  members  of  State  Execative  CommHtMs 
or  members  of  Associations  not  accredited  as  delegates,  are  recognized  as  Cor- 
responding Members  of  this  Convention,  with  full  liberty  to  participate  in  its 
deliberations,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Convention  passed  yes- 
terday. 

Adopted. 

The  following  report  of  the  Business  Committee  was  also 
adopted  : 

THURSDAY— Afternoon  Session. 

Devotional  exercises  from  2i  to  8  P.  M.,  at  which  time  regular  business  will 
commence. 

Reading  of  Minutes ;  Calls  for  Resolutions ;  Miscellaneous  Business ;  Repon 
of  Standing  Committees. 

Topic  No.  6  to  be  introduced  by  Rev.  Lyman  Abbott,  D.D.,  of  N.  Y.,  at  4 
o'clock,  in  an  address  of  fifteen  minutes.  A  discussion  in  five  minute  addrem 
till  4:45.  At  4:45,  Topic  No.  1  to  be  introduced  by  H.  K.  Porter,  President  of 
Convention,  in  an  address  of  fifteen  minutes,  followed  by  five  minute  addresns 
from  delegates.  ' 

Reports  of  Special  Committees.    Adioumment  at  5:80. 

The  Business  Committee  request  that  invitations  for  next  Annnal  Conveo 
tlon  be  handed  in  to-day. 

They  also  give  notice  that  the  first  regular  business  for  to  morrow  nnimuijr 
will  be  the  taking  of  subscriptions  for  the  Executive  Committee  Fund ;  after 
which  the  place  of  meeting  for  next  Convention  will  be  selected. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  answer  to  the  telegram  of  the 
German  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Newark,  N.  J. : 

PouGHKEBPSifi,  N.  Y.,  Jvly  10, 1873. 
Mr.  Leo.  Aioeltikoer,  Nbwabk,  N.  J. : 

The  Eighteenth  International  Convention  of  the  United  States  and  Britiih 
Provinces,  in  annual  convention  assembled,  most  cordially  return  the  greeting 
and  blessing  of  the  Qerman  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  Newa^ 
N.  J.,  and  wish  70U  God-speed  in  the  glorious  work  of  the  Master. 

JOHN  V.  L.  GRAHAM,  Secretary. 

l^ih  I.  C.  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  U.  8.  and  B.  P. 

"  Work,  for  the  Night  is  Coming." 
Was  sung,  when,  on  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION.— Thursday. 

July,  lOtk 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Vice-President  Wm. 
H.  Horner,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  at  3  P.  M. 

Mr.  M  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  Eng.,  made  the  opening  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session,  as  well  as  of  the  after- 
noon and  evening  sessions  of  the  previous  day,  were  read  and 
approved. 

After  singing, 

"  All  hall  the  power  of  Jesos'  name," 

resolutions,  memorials  and  propositions  were  received. 

Vice-President  M.  S.  Crosby  moved  that  H.  Thane  Miller  be 
requested  to  conduct  the  singing  during  the  remainder  of  the 
GDnvention.     Carried. 

Mr.  E.  Gr.  Harrison,  of  Hulmeville,  Pa.,  presented  the  following 
communication  from  a  new  Christian  Association  just  organized 
at  Bristol,  Pa.,  which  was  received : 

Bristol,  Pa.,  Jtdp  9. 1873. 

Organized  our  Association  last  night,  in  Washington  Hall ;  President,  J.  M. 
Slack ;  Secretary,  Capt.  Morris.  A  goodly  number  were  present ;  have  some 
forty  members ;  a  prosperous  beginning ;  have  rented  a  hall. 

W.  S.  PERKINS. 

M.  D.  Cross,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolution  to  extend  the  time  for  the  re- 
ception of  resolutions  and  memorials,  having  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  report  at  this  time,  said : 

That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  it  was  best  that  the  Ck)nyention 
should  adhere  strictly  to  the  rules  adopted  for  its  government,  and  therefore 
recommended  the  rejection  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Hutchins,  of  New  York,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report     Carried. 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Meetings  gave  notice  of  meet- 
ings to  be  held  that  evening. 

Geo.  H.  Griffin,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  asked  for  information  of 
the  Committee  appointed  at  Lowell,  to  consider  the  matter  of 
"Pernicious  Literature.'^ 

Mr.  McBurney,  of  New  York,  stated  that  the  Committee  was 
one  appointed  at  a  private  meeting  of  members  of  the  Convention, 
and  without  the  official  action  of  the  Convention. 
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After  singing 

"  Rock  of  Ages," 

H.  M.  Moore,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  offered  prayer. 

The  discussion  of  topic  No.  6,  viz.,  "What  can  the  Association 
do  to  destroy  the  Influence  of  *  Pernicious  Literature,'"  was 
opened  by  the  Eev.  Lyman  Abbot,  of  New  York.     He  said: 

It  is  the  function  of  the  historian,  rather  than  of  the  theorist,  to  answer  this 
question.  It  is  best  answered  bj  asking  another.  What  has  already  been 
done  by  the  Association  to  destroy  the  influence  of  pernicious  literature?  For 
I  don't  think  it  is  too  much  to  say,  that  almost  all  that  has  been  done  in  this 
line  by  organized  effort,  for  the  past  year,  is  due  to  tlie  Younj?  Men's 
Christian  Association.  I  do  not  stand  here  to  point  out  to  you  new  methods,  but 
to  suggest  that  every  Association  carry  out  with  vigor  the  work  which  has  been 
already  marked  out  by  the  example  of  those  Associations  which,  throu>fb  the 
past  year,  have  bad  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  laws  repressing  this  evil  in  its 
various  forms.  These  laws  have  been  passed  by  the  United  States  Uovemment 
and  several  of  the  State  Qovernments.  Nearly  a  hundrt^  men  have  been 
arrested,  and  in  many  other  respects  reformations  have  been  wrought.  Libraries 
have  been  scattered  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  that  the  evil  mi^ht 
be  driven  out  by  the  good ;  and  all  this  has  been  done  fur  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

What  do  we  mean  by  pernicious  Uterature?  First:  Open,  strong,  avowed, 
scornful,  infidel  literature,  of  which  there  is  not  a  little  in  the  United  States. 
Second:  The  more  subtle,  unobserved,  infidel  literature,  which  trickles  down 
into  our  homes  and  households,  and  into  the  minds  of  the  young,  through  pop- 
ular magazines  and  secular  journals.  You  can  count  upon  the  fingers  of  your 
two  hands,  if  not  upon  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  all  the  prominent  leading  secu- 
lar dailies  of  this  country  that  are  under  the  control  of  ChrUHan  men.  And  yet 
we  call  this  a  Christian  nation  I  Third:  corrupt,  mawkish,  sensational  novels. 
It  is  part  of  my  professional  duty  to  know  what  there  is  parsing  thr  mgh  the 
American  press,  and  of  those  books  that  issue  from  respectable  publishers, 
not  a  few  deserve  the  name  of  pernicious.  There  is  also  a  vast  amount  of  per 
nicious  literature  that  is  unobserved  by  the  masses.  My  home  overlooks  eight 
miles  of  the  Hudson  River.  I  can  see  the  gray  bank  of  cloud  as  it  creeps  up 
through  the  gate  of  the  Highlands,  and  spreads  over  Newburgh  Bay.  I  am  in 
the  sunlight,  but  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  feet  below  me,  all  is  fog  and 
miasma.  So  we  are  in  the  sunlight  of  Christian  literature.  No  miaama  to 
breathe.  But  there  is  creeping  in  upon  this  country  the  fog  of  corrupting  litera- 
ture, way  below  us,  and  hardly  known  to  exist.  There  is  a  single  Bensational 
newspaper  in  the  City  of  New  York,  that  has  a  larger  circulation  than  all  the 
religious  newspapers  of  New  York  put  together,  and  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  two  of  them  have  a  combined  circulation  greater  than  all  the  religious 
press  of  the  country. 

And  in  these  depths  there  is  a  greater  depth.  There  are  some  things  of 
which  the  Apostle  says,  ''  It  is  a  shame  even  so  much  as  to  speak."  And  there 
is  a  measure  of  iniquity  that  no  man  should  touch,  except  when  called  to  do  so 
by  the  voice  of  solemn  and  sacred  duty.  For  there  are  pits  and  h6u«?es  which 
it  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Police  alone  to  clean  for  the  preservation  of  the  com- 
munity.   But  we  are  not  in  the  Board  of  Police.      *'  Bj  their  fruits  ye  shall 
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know  them.**  And  the  whole  tree,  from  its  undermost  root  to  its  topmost  branch 
and  blossom,  tells  of  the  fruit  it  shall  bear.  Why  is  it  that  in  every  morning 
paper  we  see  accounts  of  murders  ?  Why  is  it  that  divorces  grow  frequent  ? 
Why  is  it  that  husband  and  wife  are  so  easily  separated  by  man,  whom  God 
has  joined  together  ? 

W^hat  are  we  to  do  to  destroy  the  influence  of  this  literature  ?  Briefly  three 
things.  First,  something  may  be  done  by  securing  legislative  enactment  to 
press  It.  Second,  by  supplanting  the  evil  with  the  good.  It  is  a  characteristic 
of  the  Christian  system  that  its  motto  is  "Overcome  evil  with  Good."  And 
that  is  its  mode  of  universal  reformation.  It  is  something  to  take  away  the 
evil  food  from  the  table  but  vastly  more  to  take  away  the  evil  appetite  from 
the  soul.  And  that  which  your  Associations  can  do,  is  what  they  are  doing, 
only  more  largely.  In  this  work  we  need  both  to  be  more  careful  and  more 
fearless.  I  would  go  into  Y,.M.C.A.  rooms  and  study  their  newspaper  pages. 
In  reading-rooms,  established  by  Christian  men,  I  have  seen  newspapers  which 
I  would  not  let  my  boys  read,  and  in  other  reading-rooms  there  was  scarcely  a 
newspaper  that  a  boy  would  read  if  he  could.  There  are  faults  on  both  sides. 
All  human  nature  is  God  made,  though  Satan  has  perverted  every  faculty. 
By  right  education  we  can  satisfy  every  true  need  of  the  human  soul.  We 
must  use  wit,  humor  and  imagination  to  reach  the  soul  at  every  point. 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  provide  Christian  literature.  We  have  to  pu^h  it.  Now- 
adays purchasers  do  not  go  after  their  wares.  The  wares  must  be  brought  to 
them.  The  Devil  has  his  c«>lporteurs  everywhere,  pushing  his  literature.  We 
must  be  equally  energetic.  I  hold  in  my  hands  an  extract  from  the  letter  of 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Pennsyvania  R.  R.  Company — a  Company  that  con- 
trols more  railroads  than  any  other  in  this  country.  This  is  his  testimony. 
' '  I  cannot  use  too  strong  language  to  express  the  mortification  I  feel  at  the  fact 
that,  upon  every  road  that  I  am  connected  with,  not  only  the  vilest  trash  is 
sold  as  reading  matter,  but  positively  licentious  books  are  thrust  upon  the  pas- 
sengers." I  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  Omnipotent  power  of  the  ndlroad 
corporations.  Poor  things  1  they  o^nnot  control  even  the  literature  sold  on  the 
trains,  but  despite  their  authority  it  is  thrust  upon  the  passengers  on  every 
train.  It  is  thrust  upon  us  in  every  street  car,  on  «very  newspaper  stand,  in 
every  hotel,  and  its  purchase  made  well-nigh  compulsory.  And  can  we  do 
nothing?  We  should  not  only  provide,  but  induce  people  to  read  Christian 
literature.  Though  you  make  your  wedge  never  so  sharp,  you  must  have  a 
beetle  with  which  to  drive  it  home.  Every  village  and  town  in  the  land  which 
has  a  T.M.C.  A.  have  it  in  their  power  to  destroy  the  influence  of  pernicious 
literature. 

We  must  also  arouse  public  sentiment.  It  was  while  the  good  man  of  the 
house  slept  that  the  devil  sowed  tares.  There  is  many  a  father  who  sleeps 
over  his  religious  newspaper  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  does  not  know  what  his ' 
boy  is  reading  in  the  chamber  up-stairs.  The  paper  that  comes  wrapped 
around  a  shoe  from  the  shoemaker's,  or  around  the  coat  from  the  tailor's,  often 
constitutes  the  appetizing  food  that  starts  him  on  the  evil  way.  And  there  are 
a  few  Christian  fathers  and  possibly  some  Christian  mothers,  even,  that  open 
the  door  and  invite  these  guests  in.  They  remain  careless  and  indifferent  to 
such  teaching  until  their  children  are  imbued  with  the  evil  and  corrupted. 
That  which  we  need  above  everything  else  is  to  arouse  these  people.  Every 
Christian' minister  ought  to  preach  about  it.  Every  Association  ought  to  con> 
aider  it    Every  Christian  prees  ought  to  discuss  It    Evexy  individoal  ChrisUw;^ 
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take  action  about  it.  Even  Sabbath  School  libraries  contain  books  of  fiction 
that  are  scandalous,  not  flagrant,  surely  not,  but  of  a  mawkish,  sentimental, 
sensational  character,  which  leads  the  way  to  that  which  is  worse.  1  think,  if 
the  devil  ever  enjoys  himself,  it  is  when  he  gets  his  book  into  the  Sunday 
School  library. 

Above  all,  remember  to  pray  for  us.  On  this  matter  I  speak  from  a  per- 
sonally felt  need.  I  represent  here,  though  unofficially,  the  Christian  preea. 
I  hear  prayers  for  mothers  training  their  children  ;  for  Sabbath  school  teachers 
and  their  classes  ;  for  ministers  preaching  to  congregations  ;  and  for  mission 
aries  laboring  in  distant  lands,  but  how  rarely  do  I  hear  a  prayer  for  editors. 
There  are  times  when  I  stand  appalled  at  the  thought  that  God  calls  me  every 
week  to  speak  to  a  congregation  of  an  hundred  thousand  readers,  more  than 
could  be  reached  with  the  living  voice.  Must  I  do  it  without  .the  prayers  of 
the  Christian  church  ?  The  Apostles  could  not  cast  the  aevil  out  of  the  demo- 
niacal boy,  because  that  kind  came  not  forth  but  by  fasting  and  prayer.  The 
devil  of  licentious  literature  cometh  not  out  by  the  cunning  of  our  brain.  But 
by  the  power  of  prayer  and  self  sacrifice  we  may  cast  him  out  though  his  name 
be  legion.     May  God  give  to  us  this  spirit  of  prayer  and  of  sacrifice.     Amen. 

J.  M.  Talcott,  Providence,  R  L,  said  : 

I  have  had  the  care  of  hundreds  of  children  since  my  connection  with  Refor- 
matories, and  have  made  a  careful  estimate  of  the  literature  used  in  the  fami- 
lies whence  these  children  came.  Less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  less 
than  two  per  cent,  of  the  girls  have  come  from  families  where  a  religious  paper 
was  received  regularly.  One  mother  came  last  week  with  a  larg«  bundle  of 
papers,  and  asked  me :  "  Can  we  leave  these  papers  V  I  said,  "  I  will  look  at 
them.'*  I  opened  the  bundle,  and  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  heading  of  the  papers, 
I  said :  "  No ;  you  love  that  boy,  and  don't  want  him  ruined.  Look  at  this 
paper."  "  Why,"  she  replied,  "  I  did  not  know  they  were  such  papers  as  this  ; 
he  has  taken  them  for  over  three  years."  It  was  the  influence  of  thoee 
papers  that  caused  him  to  commit  the  crime  for  which  he  is  now  imprisoned. 

We  cannot  enter  too  earnestly  into  this  matter.  As  I  go  into  lamily  after 
family,  I  take  up  their  papers  and  point  to  those  poisonous  paragraphs  which 
destroy  both  soul  and  body.  And  ( 'hristian  young  men  may  accomplish  a  great 
work  of  .this  kind.  This  literature  has  been  most  influential  in  filling  our 
Reformatories  with  boys  and  girls,  as  well  as  our  prisons  with  older  persons. 
For  six  years  I  was  connected  with  the  State  Prison.  Since  then,  for  twenty 
years,  I  have  labored  for  the  young,  feeling  that  Reformatories  were  needed  to 
save  them  from  the  prison. 

M.  Scliooninaker,  Walden,  N.  Y.,  said  : 

Four  of  the  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  our  town 
aarreed  to  overthrow,  if  possible,  the  pernicious  literature  which  was  sold  on 
every  news-dealer's  stand  ;  but  no  one  of  them  liked  to  speak  about  it  to  the 
Postmaster,  who  had  control  of  the  matter.  He  was  a  Christian  man  and  a 
leader  in  our  church.  They  did  not  consider  it  right  for  him  to  sell  such  lit- 
erature. But  at  last  they  ventured  to  tell  him  of  it,  whereupon  he  acknowl- 
edged he  had  done  wrong,  and  put  a  stop  to  it  entirely. 

After  singing 

"  What  shall  the  harvest  be?" 

Yates  Hiekey,  of  Pittsburgh,   Pa.,  spoke  on  the  same  subject; 

being  followed  by 


L.  W.  Munhall,  Indianapolis,  who  said : 

The  first  speaker  on  this  subject  said  that  the  fog  and  miasma  were  below 
VLB.  Bat  even  in  oiir  own  homes  we  fiod  some  of  this  insidious  poison  among 
the  literary  productions  we  are  called  upon  to  read.  I  refer  to  the  writings  of 
such  men  as  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  and  Theodore  Parker.  The  legitimate 
outgrowth  of  such  writings  has  been  the  organization  in  the  Eastern  portion  of 
our  State  of  an  Association  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.  If  you  preach  to  such  men  the  need  of  justification  by  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  they  will  tell  you  I  have  no  need  of  salvation.  Such  in6del 
writings  are  as  thorougly  dangerous  to  the  eternal  welfare  of  the  soul  as  other 
kinds  of  pernicious  literature. 

Thomas  W.  Chace,  Providence,  R  I.  : 

It  is  not  the  literature  that  the  gentleman  has  just  spoken  of  that  is  alluded 
to  in  this  topic  under  discussion.  It  is  the  class  of  literature  which  comes  in 
papers  and  obscene  books  that  are  scattered  broadcast  from  our  newsdealers' 
stands,  and  circulated  through  our  cars.  What  can  the  Association  do  to 
repress  these?  Besides  securing  the  repree'sing  influences,  the  T.  M.  C.  A., 
can  accomplish  a  great  deal  by  means  of  appeals  and  memorials  to  superintend- 
ents of  railroads  and  assistant  managers,  who  will,  as  a  rule,  be  found  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  cause.  Get  the  prominent  newspapers  in  your  town  to  discuss 
this  matter.  There  is  no  minister  but  will  say  to  the  young  men,  God  speed  I 
Will  you  brethren  take  hold  of  this  work  ?  Will  every  young  man  here  say 
to  himself:  My  first  business,  when  I  get  home,  will  be  to  bring  this  matter 
before  oosTv. Board  of  Directors,  and  before  our  T.  M.  C.  A.  Just  as  the 
"  Temples  of  Honor  "  that  are  springing  up  every  day  in  our  cities  and  towns, 
without  resort  to  law,  but  simply  by  moral  influences,  are  accomplishing 
so  much  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  so  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  throughout  the  country 
can,  in  a  very  ^reat  degree,  suppress  the  distribution  of  this  pernicious  litera- 
ture, if  they  will  go  to  work  in  a  proper  manner. 

Charles  B.  Morris,  of  Montclair,  N.  J. : 

We  have  had  a  bill  passed  on  this  subject  in  New  Jersey,  a  copy  of  which  I 
shall  be  glad  to  place  in  the  hands  of  every  person  who  may  desire  it.  You 
should  have  something  similar  enacted  in  your  legislatures.  We  can  effectu- 
ally suppress  this  obscene  literature  by  action  through  our  legislatures,  if  we 
see  that  the  law  is  enforced.  I  have  seen  on  the  counters  of  merchants  hun- 
dreds of  vile  papers  in  which  their  wares  were  to  be  wrapped.  These  are 
often  read  by  your  children .  Let  the  Christian  young  men  of  this  Convention  put 
a  stop  to  this,  and  see  that  this  law  referred  to  is  enacted.  I  would  advise  each 
Association  to  see  their  member  of  the  legislature  and  their  senators  about  the 
passage  of  such  a  law.  The  members  of  our  legislature  said  they  would  not 
dare  to  oppose  such  a  law.  If  we  did  not  watch  it,  however,  they  may  kill  it 
by  other  means  than  by  prominently  opposing  it,  e.  g.  by  entrusting  it  to  the 
tender  mercies  ot  some  committee. 

Anthony  Comstock,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  : 

We  should  speak  to  the  young  men  of  the  influence  of  such  literature  upon 
their  present  and  future  life,  showing  them  that  it  will  give  them  wrong  ideas 
of  life's  duties  and  of  home.     You  should  call  into  your  Association  meetings 
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educated  and  scientific  men,  your  physicians  and  mitiisters,  to  talk  plainly  to 
the  young  men  of  the  evil  influence  that  will  be  exerted  upon  their  minds  and 
passions  by  reading  these  low,  trashy  publications.  '  Let  every  man  present 
say,  I  will  not  patronize  a  newsdealer  in  my  town  that  sells  or  offers  for  sale 
such  literature.  Let  every  Association  imitate  the  example  of  the  Cleveland 
Association.  They  procured  an  ordinance  forbidding  the  sale  by  the  news- 
dealers of  low  illustrated  papers,  and  when  that  ordnance  was  passed,  enforced 
it.  You  will  find  any  newsdealers  ready  to  give  up  selling  these  papers  if  his 
rivals  will  agree  to  do  the  same.       ' 

W.  W,  Anderson,  Prince  Edward's  Island : 

I  have  known  the  very  best  scholars  to  be  sometimes  ruined  through  this 
pernicious  literature.  I  ask  each  member  of  this  Association  to  use  every  in- 
fluence with  the  citizens  of  his  community  to  see  that  our  teachers  are  perfectly 
agreed  to  frustrate  the  sale  and  publication  of  this  stuff.  I  have  frequently  re- 
presented to  my  scholars  the  consequences  of  such  reading,  its  destructive  in- 
fluence upon  their  future  life,  and  can  recall  many  instances  when  this  warning 
has  sufficed  to  keep  them  from  the  evil. 

T.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto,  Canada:  I  have  spoken  with  news- 
dealers upon  this  subject.  We  induced  one  to  send  back  all  of 
his  obnoxious  papers,  and  I  think  the  others  will  follow  his  ex- 
ample. 

W.  J.  Cooke,  Cleveland,  O.  :  We  went  to  the  city  dealers  and 
they  would  not  give  up  the  sale.  We  framed  a  petition  and  sent 
it  to  the  City  Council,  asking  for  an  ordinance  which  fines  a  dealer 
$100  and  costs  for  selling  this  literature  in  our  town.* 

R  R  McBumey,  New  York: 

I  think  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Associations  to  become  prosecuting  attor- 
neys in  connection  with  this  or  any  other  work.  But  I  think  we  should  encour- 
age the  work  as  Christian  men  in  our  respective  communities,  and  undertake 
the  work  as  individuals,  prosecuting  it  with  diligence. 

Vice-President  Sheriff  E.  C.  Thomas,  of  Hamilton,  Canada,  in 
the  chair. 

*'  Stand  up  for  Jesus," 
was  sung  by  the  Convention,  after  which  the  first  topic,  "What 
can  the  Associations  do  to  Counteract  the  Social  Temptations  of 
Young  Men  ?"  was  opened  by  President  H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  as  follows.     He  said : 

The  subject  is  one  which  called  into  existence  our  Associations.  That  theee 
temptations  exist,  we  well  know,  both  by  our  own  experience  and  by  that  of 
others.  We  are  not  to  mourn  too  much  over  this  fact.  Temptation,  if  prop- 
erly met,  will  prove  a  S'mrce  of  strength.  It  is  God's  way  of  teetin^r  and 
trying  us  Ther«^fore  we  slioulJ  meet  them  in  a  manly  way,  and  in  the  strength 
of  Christ  overcome  them. 
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Amonpr  the  temptations  of  peculiar  force  to-day  are,  first,  tlie  attractions  of 
social  and  fnRliionable  life.  Are  we  to  decry  these  attractions?  On  the  con- 
trary, I  bflieve  they  may  be  made  means  of  the  highest  good  to  men.  The 
temptation  consists  in  carrying  them  to  such  an  extent  that  their  real  uses  are 
lost  sight  of.  When  they  make  us  forget  our  duties  and  draw  us  away  from 
Christ  to  the  neglect  of  His  work  and  His  service,  then  they  become  a  most 
serious  injury. 

There  is  another  temptation.  Next  week  one  of  the  most  manly  sports  that 
young  men  can  be  engaged  in  is  to  have  its  f&ie  day  in  Springfield.  The 
young  men  of  our  colleges  are  to  meet  there  in  manly  contest  on  the  river. 
Whoever  has  been  present  at  a  boat  race  knows  that  this  will  be  an  occasion 
for  betting,  drinking,  gambling  and  rioting  in  every  vice.  Now  our  Associa- 
tions can,  and  ought,  to  enter  a  manly,  protest  against  these  degenerating 
accompaniments,  and  thus  seek  to  remove  from  one  of  the  noblest  and  most 
manly  of  sports  that  which  at  present  disgraces  it. 

Among  others  are  the  temptations  to  idleness,  frivolity  and  extravagance  of 
life ;  to  political  and  other  preferment,  as  well  as  to  get  rich  at  any  cost.  How 
are  we,  as  Associations,  to  help  to  counteract  them  ?  I  suppose  the  intioduc- 
lion  of  games  into  the  Associations  has  in  some  instances  proved  useful  in 
keeping  men  away  from  evil  associations.  I  cannot  speak  from  experience  upon 
this  point,  but  would  like  to  hear  from  Associations  where  such  instrumentality 
had  been  used,  to  know  the  result  of  their  experience.  We  may  also  materially 
aid  young  men  against  these  temptations  by  introducing  them  into  our 
churches. 

These  temptations  come  not  merely  to  men  sunken  in  sin,  and  whom  we 
seek  to  lift  out  of  great  degradation,  but  also  to  young  men  who  have  just 
made  an  open  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ  before  the  world.  Coming 
into  our  church  jife,  such  young  men  feel  oftentimes  that  there  is  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  Christian  work  almost  impossible  to  overcome.  I  think  we  all 
know  it.  Any  of  us  that  have  had  any  experience  in  Sunday  School  work 
know  well  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  young  men,  though  active  in  the  Sabbath 
School,  to  take  part  in  church  meetings.  But  if  we  bring  them  into  the  Asso- 
ciation to  work  where  there  are  other  young  men,  they  will  take  kindly  to  it. 
May  we  not  in  this  way  prove  a  blessing  ?  Often  social  allurements  tempt  a 
young  man  to  say  of  his  profession  of  religion :  "  If  it  is  going  to  call  for  such 
a  sacrifice  I  will  give  it  up.  It  costs  too  much.*'  Can  we  not  take  such  an  one 
into  our  sympathies  so  strongly  as  to  gain  an  influence  over  him ?  Can  *we  not 
show  him  that  there  is  a  joy  in  religion,  a  manliness  in  the  service  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  is  better  than  all  the  pleasures  of  the  world  ? 

Another  influence  to  be  wielded  by  us  as  Associations,  is  over  the  boys.  We 
don't  think  enough  of  tbem.  They  are  to  be  young  men  soon  ;  in  a  little  while 
full-grown  men.  We  ought  to  have  literature^  for  the  boys,  in  our  rooms,  and 
something  that  will  attract  them  thither.  One  of  our  Superintendents  in 
Pittsburgh  attends  the  boys'  prayer  meeting,  as  well  as  the  Christian  Associa- 
tion and  the  Sunday  School  work 

The  silent  influence  these  Associations  are  exerting  is  a  restraining  power 
not  to  be  overooked.  A  few  weeks  ago,  at  Niagara,  I  saw  a  placard  oh  a 
bridge,  tliat  on  the  Sabbath  people  could  not  pass  over  until  after  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  a^  the  person  owning  the  property  desired  to  have  the  hours 
set  apart  for  service  undisturbed.  Under  the  placard  some  one  had  written  : 
*'  Is  this  the  work  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  ?"    I  don^t  think 
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it  was.  But  does  not  tbat  qaerulous  question  show  that  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  is  exerting  an  influence  which  makes  itself  lelt  in  the 
social  atmosphere  of  the  times t  But  it  is  by  the  example  of  individual  lives, 
more  than  in  any  other  way,  that  we  are  to  accomplish  any  real,  permanent 
good.  Association  effort  must  be  the  association  of  individual  efforts  in  every 
conceivable  way.  If  in  speaking  to  young  men  whom  we  wish  to  influence, 
we  address  them  in  a  condescending  manner,  we  will  fail.  But  if  we  come  in 
a  hearty,  manly,  way  and  tell  them  of  the  joy  that  Jesus  has  given  to  ub,  and 
the  happiness  we  find  in  His  service,  then  we  can  hope  to  influence  th^n. 
And  to  mi^e  this  influence  lasting  we  must  bring  these  young  men  into  the 
Association  rooms,  into  the  Association  life.  Let  us  then  make  these  looms 
and  this  life  so  attractive  that  it  will  draw  those  into  its  Christian  atmosphere 
for  whom  Christ  died. 

The  Convention  then  sang, 

"  Jesus,  1  turn  to  thee." 

Vice-President  James  W.  Lapsley,  of  Selma,  Alabama,  in  the 
chair. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Vice-President  Sheriff  E.  C. 

Thomas,  of  Hamilton,  Canada.     He  said  : 

Young  men  seek  the  streets,  the  billiard-room  and  other  places  to  amuse 
themselves.  We  need  to  offer  them  good  counter-attractions.  How  shall  the 
associations  provide  them  ?  By  doing  what  all  good  Associations  are  doing, 
namely :  putting  up  handsome  buildings  where  the  young  men  can  enjoy 
social  conversation.  If  club-rooms  can  also  be  provided  with  bowling  alleys, 
and  games  inoffensive  to  ChriBtians,  so  much  the  better.  Not  the  prayer  meet- 
ing or  religious  meeting  alone  are  of  use.  We  have  to  draw  in  the  world, 
but  the  world  is  not  attracted  to  our  rooms  by  prayer  meetings.  First  draw 
them  in  by  amusements  and  attractions  until  we  get  them  in  the  habit  of  com- 
ing there,  then  we  can  use  those  higher  influences  which  will  make  them 
Christians. 

J.  K.  Earle,  Worcester,  Mass. : 

The  question  presented  by  the  brother  is  a  most  interesting  one.  A  brother 
in  the  City  of  Worcester, "who,  for  forty  long  years  served  the  world  with  its 
pleasures,  but  who  knows  the  way  of  the  Christian  now,  for  he  has  been  con- 
verted, was  once  going  by  a  club-room  with  Brother  Bumell,  who  said  to  him. 
"  Come,  let  us  go  up,  yonder,"  •*  No,**  he  replied,  "  That  is  no  place  for  me ; 
that  place  is  leading  many  a  young  man  the  wrong  way."  There  were  the 
amusements  and  the  games  which  you  are  advocating. 

William  Eoche,  Jr.,  Halifax,  N.  S. : 

First  ot  all  is  the  influence  brought  to  bear  by  the  Association  in  its  collec- 
tive capacity,  and  next,  the  influence  that  private  members  can  exert  upon 
others.  Before  you  can  apply  a  succeesfal  remedy  you  must  get  some  know- 
ledge of  the  disease,  and  if  you  wish  to  lift  the  young  men  from  dissipation  and 
from  social  temptations  it  is  necessary,  first  «»f  all,  to  discover  exactly  how  these 
temptations  apply  to  them.  Then  examine  the  mind  and  disposition  of  the 
young  men,  because  we  have  not  all  the  same  disease,  the  same  feelings,  and 
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fhe  remedies  that  would  answer  for  some,  would  be  worthless  in  the  case  of 
others.  What  are  the  attractions  of  social  life?  They  are  the  frivolity  and 
the  vicious,  mawkish  conversation  of  our  social  reunions,  vice  engendering, 
leading  young  men  into  social  dissipation.  And  they  are  owing  to  the  in- 
fluence of  seductive  young  men  who  have  genial  dispositions,  cultivated  intel- 
lects, superior  minds,  but  who,  unfortunately,  have  used  these  bright  gifts  and 
talents  of  God  for  perverting  and  ruining  those  whom  they  meet.  Oh,  that 
those  talents  and  powers  had  been  happily  employed  in  Christ's  service.  There 
kre  different  kinds  of  men  ;  some  are  running  into  vice  from  idleness,  and  the 
onlj  way  you  can  Influence  them  is  lo  adopt  amusements  of  an  innocent  cha 
racier  to  their  tastes,  until  ytm  have  given  them  the  capacity  for  something 
higher.  Have  also  for  young  men  ot  ability  that  come  into  your  rooms  some, 
thing  that  will  bring  out  their  literary  capacities  and  social  parts.  With 
regard  to  private  work,  you  have  associate  members,  active  young  men,  who 
have  broad  cultivation.  How  far  can  their  influence  be  utilized  ?  Have  them 
put  on  your  committees.  Let  the  head  men  say  to  them,  "  We  know  you  have 
education,  and  can  do  good  in  your  special  way,  only  do  it.  Ck)me  into  the 
rooms  on  a  certain  night,  and  there  will  be  young  men  there  whom  we  will 
Indicate.  Talk  to  them  upon  some  classical  or  literary  subject,  or  use  your 
musical  talents  and  bring  out  that  man  in  conversation,  and  by  this  policy  cul- 
tivate his  friendship  so  that  you  can  bring  him  into  your  Association  and  make 
a  useful  man  ol  him." 

W.  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. : 

We  know  that  young  men  can  be  enticed  out  of  bad  places,  and  in  Brooklyn 
we  act  on  that  principle.  We  have  taken  in  2,770  new  members  within  the 
last  year,  and  now  have  not  less  than  5,000  in  all.  We  have  a  building  100  by 
110,  and  three  stories  high,  for  young  ladies.  Above  the  store  large  fine  rooms 
in  which  are  three  pianos.  We  give  lectures,  establish  classes,  and  have  a 
social  resort  that  is  second  to  none  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn.  Our  rooms  have 
been  a  perfect  beehive.  We  have  had  until  tl»e  hot  months  8,860  persons 
drawing  books  out  of  a  library  of  less  than  6,000  volumes.  The  Mercantile 
Library,  with  40,000  volumes  has  not  as  many  members  as  we  have  readers. 
We  can  fill  a  hall  seating  3,000.  We  have  educational  lectures  by  such  men 
as  General  Howard  and  Professor  Marsh.  We  have  classes  in  different  studies, 
one,  a  French  class,  800  strong. 

George  A.  Hall,  Washington.  D.  C. : 

Another  phase  of  the  question  affects  me  very  seriously,  viz.,  the  social 
temptations  of  Christian  young  men.  I  have  lound  in  my  experience,  both  in 
the  Church  and  Association,  that  our  social  attractions,  as  we  call  them,  don't 
tend  to  spiritualize  even  our  earnest  Christian  young  men.  When  the  Secre- 
taries met  I  asked  advice  in  regard  to  this.  We  have  amusements  and  social 
conversation,  and  all  these  influences  of  which  Mr.  Martin  has  spoken,  but 
there  is  no  Christ  in  them.  Young  men  just  led  to  Christ  and  eager  for  Chris- 
tian work,  come  and  spend  an  hour  or  two  witli  the  young  ladies  in  the  social 
circle  and  are  thereby  tempted  to  neglect  Christian  duties  for  the  sake  of 
social  pleasure.    Can  we  entertain  them  and  yet  keep  them  earrestly  at  work  ? 

O.  0.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  closed  the  discussion  : 
The  solution  of  the  whole  question  is,  **  Christ  all  and  in  all."    The  great 
danger  is  of  giving  these  secondary  social  agencies  primary  importance. 
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A  motion  to  extend  the  time  was  lost     After  singing 
*•  More  love  to  Thee,  O  Christ/' 
the  Chairman  of  the  Devotional  Committee,  R  K.  Remington, 
made  some  announcements. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  as  follows : 

EVENING  SESSION.— TUUH8DAT. 

Convention  will  assemble  at  the  Opera  House  at  8  P.  M. 

Opening  exercises  will  be  led  by  Rev.  T.  A.  Femley,  Philadelphia. 

Replies  will  be  received  to  the  questions  in  the  question-drawer.  This  will 
be  found  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church,  and  into  it  the  delegates  are  requested 
to  drop  .their  questions,  with  the  names  of  the  parties  from  whom  they  wish  to 
receive  replies. 

At  8.30  a  discussion  on  the  following  special  topic :  "  Are  the  Aseociations 
giving  sufficient  prominence  to  work  for  young  men  employed  as  clerks  in 
stores  and  offices,"  opened  by  Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  Boston,  followed  by  C.  fl- 
Hooper,  Selma,  Alabama,  H.  Thane  Miller  and  Hon.  John  P.  Hill. 

Adjournment  at  9  30. 

Friday  Mokning. — Devotional  exercises  from  9  till  9.30  A.  M.,  led  by  Rus- 
sell Sturgis,  Jr.  Reading  of  Minutes.  Miscellaneous  Business.  Receiving  of 
subscriptions  to  the  fund  for  the  International  Executive  Committee.  Selection 
of  place  of  meeting  for  the  next  Annual  Conventioii.  Reports  of  Special  Com- 
mittes. 


EVENING  SESSION.— Thursday. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  in  thei  Opera  House  at 
7.45  P.  M.,  by  the  President,  H.  K.  Porter.     After  singing 

**  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name/' 
the  devotional  exercises  were  led  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Femley,  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  first  business  being  answers  to  the  questions  in  the  box, 
tbe  following  were  read  and  answered  : 

1.  Shoald  Associations  prosecute  crime  ? 

Answered  by  R  E.  McBurney,  N.  Y. 

A.  Not  as  A«sociation».  We  are  not  organized  for  that  purpose.  But  we 
should  enoourag>e  and  undertake  the  work  as  Christian  men,  outride  of  the 
Association. 

2.  What  is  the  legitimate  work  of  city  Associations — or  what  special  clatf 
of  young  men  should  receive  our  attention  ? 

Answered  by  Geo.  A.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Au  ^W  young  men.    I  think  we  should  not  discriminate.     Wherever  theie 
are  young  men  without  Christ,  we  ought  to  labor  to  lead  them  to  Christ. 
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8.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be   for  the  religfious  benefit  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  if  ladies  were  admitted  to  Associate  membership? 

Answered  by  H.  Thane  Miller. 
A.  I  do  think  it  was  never  good  for  man  to  be  alone. 

4.  How  is  it  best  foi  Associations  to  counteract  the  influence  of  drinking 
saloons  ?    Are  eating  houses  a  success  ?    If  so,  how  are  they  conducted  ? 

Answered  by  H.  Thane  Miller. 
A.  Well,  the  eating  house  last  night  (viz.,  the  entertainment  and  collation 
g^ven  the  delegates,)  was  a  success,  and  that  is  about  the  only  kind  that  would 
be  under  T.  M.  C.  A.  management. 

J  don't  l)elieve  that  we  can  conduct  eating  houses  very  satisfactorily.     At  all 
events  we  have  not  succeeded  in  Cincinnati. 

The  best  way  to  counteract  the  influence  of  saloons  is  to  go  in  there  and  drive 
the  devil  out.     Then  throw  out  other  attractions  through  the  Associations. 

5.  What  are  the  most  simple  ways  for  Associations  to  counteract  the  social 
temptations  of  young  men  ? 

Answered  by  Jas  S.  Ostrander. 
A.  I  would  do  jnst  that  which  I  would  do  in  any  home.     We  should  not 
only  have  religious  exercises  morning  and  evening,  but  we  should  also  have 
there  whatever  entertainment  can  be  put  in  a  Christian  home. 

6.  Is  it  advisable  to  keep  the  reading  room  of  the  Associations  opened  on 
Sunday,  provided  the  janitor  or  secretary  lives  in  the  house,  and  it  will  not 
cause  extra  work  ?  If  so,  what  kind  of  reading  matter  should  be  left  upon  the 
tables? 

Answered  by  Eussell  Sturgis,  Jr.  . 
A.  That  is  a  hard  question  to  answer.  We  in  Boston  deliberated  whether 
to  open  on  Sunday  or  not.  In  this  each  Association  must  be  guided  by  the 
circumstances  of  its  own  town.  At  the  Lowell  Convention  last  year  the  follow- 
ing answer  was  given  to  this  question  :  '*  In  the  cities,  yes ;  in  the  country, 
no  r'  As  to  the  kind  of  reading,  of  course,  none  but  religious  and  spiritual 
books  ;  none  but  books  that  would  lead  to  Christ. 

After  singing 

"  A  charge  to  keep  I  have,"  • 

the  topic  for  discussion,  "ulre  the  Associations  giving  sufficient 
prominence  to  work  for  young  men  employed  as  clerks  in  stores  and 
offices,''  was  opened  by  Eussell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass.,  as 
follows : 

My  Dear  Friends,  The  reason  why  this  question  has  been  put  into  the  Con- 
Tention  is  simply  this,  that  in  the  multitude  of  avenues  of  work  open  to  the 
Association  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  the  ^reat  field  ripe  for  those 
who  are  ready  to  labor  in  the  different  cities  and  towns,  there  have  been  so 
many  objects  of  effort  placed  before  the  Association  that  they  have  gone  out 
and  taken  hold  of  them  In  the  spirit  of  those  who  felt  that  they  must  do  any 
work  which  they  thought  would  brinpr  fflory  to  the  Master.  The  work  carried 
on  by  different  Associations  is  very  different.  It  probably  varies  in  every  prin- 
cipal city  of  ihe  land.    But  in  almost  every  constitution  there  is  an  ariicle 
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relating  to  membership,  which  provides  that  any  young  man  who  is  "  a  member 
in  good  standing  in  any  Evangelical  Church  may  be  an  active  member  of  the 
Association,  with  the  right  to  vote  and  to  be  eligible  to  office."  The  member- 
ehip  does  not  stop  there,  however;  it  takes  in  any  other  young  men  of  good 
moral  character.  Now  you  will  see  directly  that  there  are  two  cla&^es  in  Ute 
Association,  those  who  are  already  Christians,  and  those  who  are  not :  that  is 
to  say,  those  who  have  not  come  into  connection  with  any  Evangelical  Church- 
Now  one  thing  is  to  1)6  done  at  the  outset.  And,  dear  brethren,  let  us  never 
forget  for  an  instant  that  the  reason  why  we  stand  together  as  a  body  is  to  do 
a  spiritual  work.  A  moral  work  is  well,  but  in  some  places  we  are  getting  a 
little  of  the  feeling  that  Satan  will  instill  wherever  he  is — "  That  good  moralitj 
is  good  enough,"  and  there  is  no  need  for  that  which  is  strictly  and  purely 
spiritual.  The  aim  of  every  Association  ought  to  be  the  direct  work  of  bring- 
ing young  men  to  a  knowledge  of  Christ.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  claM 
of  young  men  that  are  intended  especially,  we  must  take  you  for  a  moment 
back  many  years  ai^o  into. any  one  of  our  country  villages.  For  a  young  man 
well  bred  and  tenderly  cared  for,,  comes  the  time  to  go  away  from  home  to 
the  city.  Scarcely  more  tban  fifty  years  ago  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  a 
boy  would  have  arranged  that  either  the  employer  himself  or  some  one  of  his 
friends  should  have  received  him  into  their  house.  He  would  very  likely  have 
been  a  guest  at  his  employer's  table.  In  the  sight  of  the  family  the  boy  would 
be  his,  and  he  felt  a  personal  responsibility  for  him. 

But  a  great  change  has  come  about.  The  city  has  changed  and  become  foil 
of  palaces,  and  stores,  and  of  streets  with  close,  dank  air  and  narrow  passages, 
where  squalor  and  misery  live.  Its  great  thoroughfares  blaze  with  every 
,  attraction  to  the  young  man.  And  the  circumstances  of  the  yoong  man  have 
changed.  His  employer  takes  no  such  interest  in  him  as  formerly.  He  comes 
to  the  city  with  no  home  ready  for  him.  If  only  he  comes  to  the  store  at  the 
proper  time,  and  does  the  work  that  is  given  him  to  do,  there  is  no  farther 
thought  given  to  him,  and  he  leaves  the  office  or  the  shop  to  go  to  the  one  small 
room,  which,  perhaps,  he  shares  with  another.  Then  come  the  temptations  of 
the  glitter  and  glare  of  the  city.  Just  at  this  crisis,  when  the  cry  of  the  young 
man  was,  **  There  is  no  one  to  care  for  my  soul,*'  the  Lord  bared  His  arm,  and 
the  result  was  the  organization  which  calls  us  into  convention  to  day.  "  It  wis 
the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes."  Satan  has  in  these 
societies  a  power  working  against  him. 

The  young  men  for  whom  we  are  specially  to  work  are  those  who  are  no* 
cared  for  by  any  other  organizations.  Where  crime  makes  any  man  prominent, 
some  institution  takes  hold  of  him.  There  is  a  home  for  reforming  the  drunk- 
ard. There  is  a  society  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  in  the  prison,  and  to  tike 
care  of  the  prisoner  when  he  is  discharged.  There  is  a  home  for  the  infirm; 
but  who  cares  for  the  well-to-do  young  man  in  the  store  or  the  counting-house? 
It  is  no  one's  work  so  much  as  ours. 

And  it  is  the  great  work  that  has  been  given  us  to  do.  The  means  employed 
are  various.  In  the  first  place  we  are  becoming  so  well  known  now,  that  whtai 
most  people  in  the  country  are  sending  their  children  to  the  city,  they  send  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  the  Association.  But  we  can  and  must  aid  them  still 
more  by  sending  circulars  to  ministers,  asking  them  to  say  to  thetr  people, 
when  any  one  of  their  congregation  is  going  to  the  city,  "Come  to  me,  and  I 
will  give  you  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men*s  Chris- 
tian Association  in  that  place."      There  is  another  means.     On  one  of  our  most 
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crowded  railroads,  as  yoa  enter  Boston ,  you  will  find  a  largfe  placard,  so 
lar^re  that  it  can  be  easily  read,  speakinjf  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  givinp:  its  address, 
and  asking  your\p:  men  to  j^o  there  at  once  on  arrivinjy  in  the  city.  In  all  the 
hotels,  and  in  most  of  the  "railway  stations  alon;^  the  different  lines,  are  notices 
tellio^r  the  same  thin jjf.  When  the  young  man  is  already  in  the  city,  means 
inu8t  be  used  to  reach  him  in  his  store.  Notices  have  been  by  some  of  the 
Associations  sent  to  the  different  offices,  requesting  them  to  come  to  the  rooms. 
In  New  York,  the  clerks  in  the  various  lines  of  business  have  been  asked  in 
turn  to  meet  together  in  the  hall  of  the  Association. 

But  what  kind  of  attractions  can  we  offer  them.  It  does  not  do  to  tell  them 
simply  that  we  have  a  good  prayer-meeting.  They  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  pleasures  of  the  prayer-meeting.  There  must  be  attractions.  Fill 
with  these  attractions  the  buildiugs  that  we  are  raising  one  after  another  in 
the  United  States  and  British  Provinces.  The  parlors  should  be  made  not  only 
comfortable,  but  equal  to  most  of  the  parlors  in  the  city.  Put  in  them  what- 
ever attractions  you  can  introduce  conscientiously,  and  each  Association  must 
judge  of  that  for  itself.  One  thing  we  have  found  to  work  most  admirably  is 
the  Gymnasium.  We  are  getting  by  that  means  just  the  men  we  want  to  in- 
fluence. Some  of  that  class,  of  which  that  brother  in  Rhode  Island  said  with 
sucli  earnestness,  "  Oh,  that  something  might  be  done  for  the  sons  of  the  rich, 
to  bring  them  to  Christ!'*  Then  you  can  have  social  gatherings  I  believe  in 
them  in  spite  of  what  Brother  Hall  told  us  to-day.  But  our  Christian  young 
men  should  be  eager  to  make  the  social  gathering  useful,  in  leading  those  who 
come  there  to  feel  how  glorious  it  is  to  trust  in  Jesus ;  how  much  more  blessed 
it  is  to  live  a  Christian  life  than  any  other  life  whatever,  even  in  tliis  world. 

I  have  spoken  with  reference  to  the  class  of  young  men  for  whom  especially 
these  Associations  were  organized.  I  have' given  some  of  the  means  by  which 
we  may  get  hold  of  i\^em  and  reach  them.  But  the  impression  I  want  to  leave 
is  this,  that  we  must  not  forget,  while  obeying  the  Lord's  call  to  go  among 
the  depraved  ^nd  outcast,  that  it  is  also  our  special  work  to  labor  among 
these  young  men  for  whom  no  other  organization  provides. 

The  Convention  then  sang — 

"  Home,  sweet  home." 

The  Rev.  J.  Hyatt  Smith,  of  Brooklyn,  offered  prayer,  at  the 
request  of  a  delegate,  for  a  son  who  had  fallen  into  intemperate 
habits. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  C.  W.  Hooper,  of  Selma, 

Ala. 

We  have  been  told  how  to  get  hold  of  the  young  man,  but  not  how  to  keep 
hold  of  him.  I  live  in  a  small  town  of  about  8,000  inhabitants.  But  we  have 
a  good  many  railroads  centering  here,  and  a  great  many  young  men  that  come 
in  from  the  country  who  are  employed  as  clerks  in  stores  and  offices.  I  will 
'  merely  give  you  the  history  of  two  or  three  young  men  who  came  to  our  town 
and  who  were  brought  to  my  notice. 

Mr.  H.  then  told  the  story  of  two  young  men  rescued  by  indi- 
vidual effort,  and  of  one  who  was  led  out  of  a  life  of  evil  through 
the  agency  of  the  Association. 
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John  P.  Hill,  Boonton,  N.  J. : 

Mr.  Presidest  and  Friknds  : — I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  this 
or^aDizatioD  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  heen  almost  perfect  d.  And  where  it  hu 
the  foil  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  people  of  Christ,  it  ie  very  woe- 
cessful.  The  inducements  offered  by  the  Association,  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  to  all  younjf  men,  are  very  great.  But  young  men  connected  wiii 
these  societies  need  the  lull  and  hearty  sup(K)rc  of  merchants  and  all  otb» 
employers.  Not  far  from  the  town  where  I  reside,  a  short  time  since  the 
spirit  of  God  seemed  to  hover  over  the  place.  There  was  no  fit  place  for 
meetinfif.  A  lew  young  men  asked  permission  of  one  of  the  merchants  lo  meei 
in  his  store  alter  it  was  closed  for  the  evening.  It  was  in  a  fine  new  baildin^. 
Permission  was  cheerfully  given,  with  the  assurance,  "I  will  be  with  you." 
There  gathered  in  this  place  some  sixty  or  seventy  young  men  of  the  town. 
The  spirit  was  poured  out  upon  them,  and  souls  were  converted.  In  another 
town,  during  one  lecture  season,  several  of  the  merchants  said  to  their  clerks, 
'*  We  will  give  you  a  season  ticket,  and  alKO  the  time  for  you  to  attend  ibtse 
lectures  of  the  Christian  Association."  Almost  all  to  whom  these  tickets  were 
offered  were  found  in  their  places  at  the  lectures.  These  instances  show  the 
power  and  advantage  of  the  sympathy  of  employers.  1  remember  when  oar 
army  was  stationed  in  front  of  Petersburgh,  I  passed  through  the  camp  otie 
day.  Another  gentleman  was  of  the  party.  One  of  the  soldiers,  pointing  to 
him.  said  to  me,  "  There  is  a  man  who  doesn't  know  me.  but  I  know  him.  I 
was  an  orphan  boy,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  appreniiced  out. 
But  I  ran  away  from  my  master.  He  caught  me  and  brought  me  before  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  While  I  was  there,  this  man  came  up  to  me  and  put  his 
hand  on  my  shoulder,  saying .  "  My  young  man,  I  think  the  best  thing  you 
can  do  is  to  go  back  to  this  man  you  have  rnu  away  from.  He  will  take  care 
of  y6u  "  I  told  hiui  I  would,  and  thought  to  myself,  *  These  are  the  first  kind 
words  I  ever  heard  in  my  life.*'  The  apprentice  went  back  and  remained  until 
the  war  broke  out ;  and  there  in  the  army  that  young  man  became  a  ime 
follower  of  Christ.  He  lies  to-day  in  a  soldier's  grave.  I  have  been  very 
much  impressed  with  the  power  of  thope  "  kind  words"  that  were  spoken  to 
him  on  that  occasion.  I  believe  in  such  words  and  in  a  good,  hearty  shake  of 
the  hand. 

And  who  are  these  young  men  for  whom  we  are  laboring  all  over  the  land  ? 
They  are  largely  those  who  are  obliged  to  leave  their  homes  and  seek  employ- 
ment wherever  they  can  find  it. 

A  young  man  came  to  me  last  evening  in  the  Reception  Room  and  said. 
**  This  Association  of  Poughkeepsie  has  saved  me."  I  looked  upon  him  and 
heard  more  about  him  a  little  afterwards  as  to  what  he  was  doing,  and  how  he 
was  living,  and  I  said  to  myself  if  this  Poughkeepsie  Association  had  never 
done  anything  else  but  save  that  young  man,  it  had  done  enough  to  pay  for  all 
the  expense  it  had  caused.  Most  of  all,  above  all  what  we  want  to  do  with  them 
is  to  take  care  of  them.  It  is  a  good  work,  and  all  we  ask  is  that  we  may  have 
the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  God,  and  then  more  of  these  buildings  will  be  , 
erected  and  souls  saved  by  God's  marvellous  grace,  to  be  numbered  among  the 
children  of  God. 

"  One  More  Year's  Work  for  Jesus," 

was  sung  by  H.  Thane  Miller,  the  congregation  joining  iu  the 
chorus,  after  which  the  discussion  was  continued  by 
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Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
How  shall  we  reach  tTiem  ?  The  only  way  is  to  keep  ourselves  near  to  the 
Master.  A  brother  told  me  of  a  yoiin^  man  in  hia  store  who  took  to  drinking. 
•*  I  wanted  to  save  him  "  said  he,  but  I  failed.  He  was  injuring  my  trade  with 
my  customers  My  wife  and  I  prayed  to  be  directed ;  I  talked  to  him  asT[ 
never  talked  to  a  man  before,  and  he  was  converted  to  Christ,  and  is  now 
gt>ing  to  be  my  partner. 

n.  Thane  Miller  sang 

"  The  Prodigal  Child," 
after  which  prayer  was  offered  and  the  Benediction  pronounced 
bj  the  Rev.  Lyman  Abbott. 


THIRD  DAY'S  PROCEEDINGS.— Friday  Morning. 

July  Wih, 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  9.30  A.M.  by  the  Presi- 
dent, H.  K.  Porter. 

**  He  Leadeth  Me," 

was  sung,  and  the  Minutes  of  yesterday's  Afternoon  and  Evening 
Sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Secretary  leave  off  all  titles  in  the 
Minutes.  * 

Miscellaneous  Business  was  then  taken  up.  R.  K.  Remington, 
Chairman  of  the  Devotional  Committee,  made  some  announce- 
ments. 

F.  D.  Taylor  of  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee  s 
Report,  made  a  partial  report,  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, (to  which  was  appended  the  Treasurer's  Reix)rt,)  after  careful  consider 
ation  of  the  recommendations,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

\st.  Resolved,  That  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces  be  recommended  and  urged  to  observe  the  second 
Sunday  in  November  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  the  work  of 
these  organizations  throughout  the  world,  and  upon  all  efforts  put  forth  for  the 
salvation  of  young  men. 

2d.  Resolved^  That  a  sum  of  not  less  than  seven  thousand  dollars  be  raised 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  general  work  of  the  coming  year. 

%d.  Ruolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  continue  the 
employment  of  a  General  Secretary,  and  such  other  agents  as  the  nftney  in 
their  hands  may  warrant  for  the  prosecution  of  their  work. 

Ath.  Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
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be  positively  directed  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  Associationa  on  their  field 
during  the  year,  in  all  cases  where  provision  is  not  made  for  one  by  some  other 
local  authority  ;  and  as  either  by  death  or  absolute  refusal  to  perform  the  func- 
tions of  Corresponding  Member,  the  work  may  be  retarded  in  certain  States,  it  is 
Hereby  directed  that  in  such  cases  the  office  of  Corresix)nding'  Member  be  de- 
clared vacant,  and  the  International  Executive  Committee  appoint  a  new 
Corresponding  Member. 

5th.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  preparation  of  the  Association  Manoal  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  it  be  prepared  and  published  as 
soon  as  thf^y  sliall  feel  that  the  work  is  sufficiently  matured  to  justify  it. 

6th.  WJiereas,  la  the  judjrment  of  the  Executive  Committee,  it  is  impoflsible, 
and  therefore  they  have  ceased  to  publish  the  Association  Monthly;  and,  wbere- 
as,  they  have  arranged  tbat  all  items  of  Association  news  until  further  notice 
appear  in  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly  /  therefore  resolved,  that  this 
Convention  endorse  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  recommend 
that  all  Associations  subscribe  for  said  weekly  journal. 

Its  acceptance  was  moved  and  carried. 

H.  Thane  Miller  moved  that  the  articles  of  the  Report  be  taken 
up  seriatim  and  adopted.  Carried.  The  first  resolution  was  on 
motion  of  W.  J.  Cooke  adopted.  The  second  resolution  was  the 
occasion  of  some  discussion  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  year  and  the  amount  collected  (which  was  stated 
at  two-thirds  of  that  subscribed),  from  the  subscriptions  of  the 
Associations.  The  discussion  was  participated  in  by  W.  H.  An- 
derson, W  J.  Cooke,  Cephas  Brainerd,  R  K  Remington  and  C. 
S.  Wright.  A  suggestion  to  read  the  names  of  the  Associations 
delinquent  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  their  subscriptions  was 
discussed,  but  not  adopted  The  third  resolution  was  adopted 
on  motion  of  Vice-President  Sheriff  E.  C.  Thomas.  The  fourth 
resolution  was  adopted  on  motion  of  Chas.  B.  Morris.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  fifth  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  F.  H.  Smith, 
deferred  until  the  close  of  Topic  No.  8  assigned  for  discussion 
this  afternoon.  Cephas  Brainerd  desired  to  supplement  the  last 
(6)  resolution  by  allowing  the  Executive  Committee  to  make  some 
other  arrangements  with  another  paper,  if  in  their  judgment  it  is 
deemed  necessary.  Upon  Mr.  Brainerd's  being  informed  that  the 
resolution  included  this,  he  said  that  that  construction  of  it  was 
satisfactory.  On  motion  of  A  L.  Kelly  it  was  adopted.  On  motion 
of  E.  A.  Hutchins,  Lyman  Abbott  was  allowed  to  make  a  state- 
ment ^  the  Convention  in  reference  to  the  Christian  Weekly, 

Rev.  Lyman  Abbott : 

I  only  wish  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors  and  publishers  of  the  Chrit- 
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tian  WeMy  %  word  in  regard  to  the  arrangement  they  have  made  with  your 
Executive  Committee,  by  which  this  paper  becomes  the  organ  of  the  Associa- 
tions, and  a  gentleman  appointed  by  them  is  added  to  the  editorial  corps  of  the 
WeeHy,  This  arrangement  is  made  with  the  hope  that  it  will  add  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  paper  in  our  common  cabse— the  cause  of  Christ. 

As  the  editor  of  the  paper,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  Twill  be  exceed- 
ingly glad  to  receive  your  cooperation  and  your  assistance  in  making  it  more 
useful  to  the  jcause  of  Christ  as  an  instrument  in  your  hands.  This  is  what  we 
wish  to  do  with  the  Christian  Weekly,  to  make  it  such  a  power  that  you  can 
use  it  in  your  work.  Whatever  you  can  do  to  help  us  to  make  it  more  useful 
in  thus  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ  in  your  various  fields,  we  hope  you  will 
do.  May  I  suggest  then,  in  the  first  place,  that  incidents  of  Christian  life  and 
of  Christian  activity  will  always  be  welcomed  by  us»  things  that  go  from  the 
heart  to  the  heart.  We  get  the  reports  of  Convention  speeches  and  other  de- 
tails, but  a  thousand  interesting  facts  which  come  up  never  get  into  the  news- 
papers. In  the  second  place,  we  have  a  department  of  Answers  to  Cobrbs- 
PONDENT8,  which  is  like  your  Question  Box.  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
questions  from  the  members  of  the  various  Associations  and  their  friends  touch> 
ing  Christian  work  and  experience,  Biblical  interpretation  or  anything  affect- 
ing the  work  or  the  organization  of  Christian  Associations.  The  editor  pledges 
himself  to  do  what  he  can  to  put  these  questions  into  the  hands  of  those  most 
competent  to  answer  them.  I  hope  in  the  coming  year  that  we  may  unite 
firmly  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  which  represents  the  progressive  element  of  the 
work,  and  the  American  Tract  Society  which  may  have  been  thought  to  repre- 
sent the  conservative  element  of  the  Church,  and  it  is  our  prayer  that  those 
two  bodies  may  b^  effectively  united  in  work  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Cephas  Brainerd,  New  York  : 

I  don't  think  any  of  the  members  of  the  Convention  who  know  me  will  sup- 
pose that  I  assented  very  heartily  to  the  changes  we  have  made.  1  think  most  of 
them  will  remember  that  at  various  times  since  the  MontJUy  was  established,  I 
have  made  a  very  vigorous  sort  of  fight,  both  in  the  Convention  and  elsewhere, 
in  behalf  of  it.  But  we  found  that  through  the  agency  of  the  Weekly ^  as  was 
said  in  the  Report,  we  could  reach  ten  or  fifteen  times  as  many  people  with  the 
Association  Newt  as  we  reached  through  the  Monthly.  I  propose  to  do  all  1 
can  to  get  that  news  through  the  Weekly  before  the  country.  The  thing  that 
Associations  need  and  have  always  needed,  is  to  have  a  statement  of  their  work 
and  the  principles  upon  which  it  proceeds,  with  the  facts  in  regard  to  their 
progress  placed  before  the  community,  in  order  to  promote  their  growth  far 
more  rapidly  than  it  has  been  promoted  in  the  past.  There  has  always  been 
a  misunderstanding  in  the  Associations  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  work  they 
have  done  and  in  regard  to  their  progress.  Now,  brethren,  let  us  hear  from 
your  best  men ;  let  us  get  the  facts  in  this  way  before  the  community  and 
thus  make  our  work  understood  as  it  has  never  been  understood  before.  How 
many  people  understand,  how  many  editors  of  religious  papers  who  repre- 
sent the  Associations  as  retrograding,  understand  that  there  are  Christian  lay- 
men in  large  driving  business,  men  who  would  work  nights  in  their  secular 
affairs,  who  occupy  both  their  nights  and  days,  as  my  brother  in  Massachusetts 
has,  in  this  great  cause,  and  at  their  own  expense  of  time  and  money,  and  that 
the  number  of  these  men  is  increasing  year  after  year  ? 
5 
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How  many  understand,  all  over  the  country,  the  immense  amount  of  woik 
that  has  been  done  by  the  laymen  of  Nova  Scotia?  Perhaps  not  one-tenth. 
How  many  know  of  the  real  and  encouraging  progress  that  has  been  made  the 
pa§t  year  ?  Then  let  us  have  it  through  these  papers;  let  us  bring  it  up  through 
the  Weekly t  until  the  people  understand  that  it  is  a  fact,  a  living  substantial 
fact,  that  there  are  150,000  Christian  young  men  banded  together  in  America, 
and  led  by  men  such  as  1  have  been  speaking ;  and  that  what  we  need  is  the 
support  of  the  clergy,  and  the  support  of  the  praying  and  the  wealthy  memben 
of  the  church  to  secure  this  Continent  for  the  Master.  Let  us  come  up  brethren 
to  an  apprehension  of  the  magnitude  and  glory  of  this  work.  Let  us  grasp  it  in 
the  might  of  the  Master,  who  by  and  by  when  the  strife  is  over,  when  the 
victory  is  won  here,  shall  welcome  us  to  the  repose  of  tireless  labor,  to  the 
unending  joy  of  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him.  Labor  shall  be  nothing 
then.     Strife  and  struggle  will  but  add  to  the  felicities  of  that  world  above. 

After  a  moment  of  silent  prayer,  Charles  M.  Wilcox  offered 

prayer  audibly,  and 

**  Stand  up.  Stand  up  for  Jesus," 
was  sung. 

Subscriptions  to  the  General  Fund  of  the  Executive  Committee 
then  being  in  order,  the  matter  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  . 
E.  A.  Hutchins,  the  roll  was  called  and  subscriptions  were  taken 
amounting  to  $3,627.50. 


Amsterdam,  New  York flO  1 

Angotte,  Ga 10 

Aurora,  VI S5  I 

Baltimore,  Hd 100  tS 

Blaokstone,  Maes 5  3 

Boonton,  N.J SO  1 

Boeton.Mass SOO  10 

Do.         (Q.  H.  Shaw) 10 

Do.         Higlands. 5  1 

Bristol,  B.  1 30  10 

Brooklyn,  E.  D 80  10 

BrookviUe,  Penn 15 

Barlington,  Vt 10 

Bristol.  Pa. : 10 

Carlisle,Pa. 15  4 

Chariots,  Yt. S 

Chelsea,  Mass '  5 

Ginclnnati,0 900  10 

Do.       (T.  8.  Johnston) SO 

Cleveland,  0. 100  SO 

Concord,N.  H 10  3 

Dayton,  O S5  s 

Detroit,  Mich. S5  10 

Baston,  Pa.... 5  1 

Blmore,  0 10  l 

Vail  Biver,  Mass lOd  5 

Fitohbnrg,  Mass 10  6 

Frankford,  Pa SO  5 

ITrederiok  City,  Md SO  5 

Do.          (H.  K  Carmaok) 6 
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Chffdner,  Mass. 

OeUysbarg,  Pa  (Penn.  ColL) , 

Ootihen,  N.  T 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Greenpoint,  N.  Y 

Hageratown.  Md. 

Balifax.N.  S 

Hamilton,  Ca 

Da       (Sherifi  Thomas) 

Hamilton,  Ohio 

Hulden ,  Mass. 

Howard  Uoiversity,  Washington,  D.  C. 

IngersoU,  Ca 

Jersey  City,  K.  J 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

I<ebanon,  Pa 

I<eominster,  Hast 

Xreioester,         "    

LoweU.  «•    

-f*^^* '-— 


10 

5 

S 

0 

15 

6 

10 

10 

4 

50 

5 

10 

5 

5 

8 

10 

5 

5 

5 

SO 

S 

10 

4 

1 

1 

5 

1 

10 

1 

SO 

5 

IS 

For  Additions  to  this  List  see  ERRATA. 


ITewYork 500 

Do.     (JohnDooly) 5 

Do.     (Sdward  Colgate) — «. S5 

Doi     (O.H.  Allen) 10 

Do. 15 

Do. 50 

Kew  York  Eastern  Branch 15 

OUtet,Hich 10 

Do.       (F.  D.  Taylor,  Detroit) 5 

Orange,  Mass S5 

Orange,  N.J JO                             « 

PhUadelpbia,  Pa 50 

PitUbnrgh,Pa «50                             5 

Plalnflold,  N.J Same  as  last  year. 

Port  Hope,  Canada 10                             5 

Portland,  Me Same  as  last  year. 

Providenoe,  B.  L 40                             • 

Ponghkeepsie,  K.  Y 30                             3 

Do.              ( ) 3 

Do.             (Mr.  Fox) 10 

Boanoke  College,  Salem,  Ya 10.                          3 

Boekpori^Mass. 5                            S 

B.  Stargis,  Jr.,  of  Boston 10 

M.  B.  Critchett,  of  Concord,  N.H S5 

Boeheeter.  Minn.  (N.  T.) .* 5                             S 

Bome,  N.  Y W                            10 

Do.     (H.S.Nlnde) 10 
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Batland,  Mass 5 

Salem,  Afass.... 24 

Schenectady,  N.  T 15                             f 

SorantOD,  Pa j. 15                             4 

Selma,  Ala 40                             10 

Shlppeneburg,  Pa v 5 

SomervUle,  Mass 85 

Do.           (H.M.  Moore) :....  15 

South  Deerfleld,  Mass 10 

St  John,  KB JKS                              « 

Do.         (E.  T- C.  Knowles) 5 

St.  Johnsbury,  Vt 10                              t 

St  Paul,  Minn Same  as  last  year. 

Springfield,  Mass.  (J.  A.  Cass) 25                             « 

Spencer,  Mass. 10                             t 

Sytacuse,  N.  T Same  as  last  year.  5 

Toledo,  Ohio, , 25                             W 

Toronto,  Can 10                             * 

G.  H.  Allen,  New  York 5 

Trenton,  K.  ;)^ 20 

Tmro,  "S.  S Same  as  last  year. 

Do.        (J.  H.  Kent) •, 3 

Do.        (William  Cnmmings) 5 

Tonkhannook,  Penn 10 

Walden,N.T 10 

Washington,  D.  C 150                              10 

Westerly,B.L •  5                                • 

Westfleld,  Mass 10 

WiUiamsport,  Pa 25                             10 

WinooBki,  Yt Same  as  last  year.  2 

Do.         (H.Paddook) 5 

Woroester,  Mass 50                               W 

Do.            (CD.  Tucker) 5 

Do.            (Cash) 5 

York,  Penn 25                                2 

Several  tokens,  &c.,  were  contributed  to  be  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder.  E.  P.  Woods  moved  the  postponement  of  the  taking  of 
further  subscriptions  to  another  time.     Carried. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mayol*  Eastman,  of  Pough- 

keepsie,  as  follows : 

Matob's  Office,  ) 

POUOHK£EP8IB,  N.  Y.,  Julj/  11, 1878. ) 

To  the  President  T,M,C.A.  International  Convention : 

Dear  Sm : — It  will  give  me  pleaBore  to  have  the  members  and  friendfl  of 
your  convention  present  at  the  regular  weekly  concert,  g^ven  at  my  groundi 
this  evening,  commencing  at  6i  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  G.  EASTMAN. 

On  motion  of  G.  H.  Allen,  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  the 
invitation  be  accepted ;  and  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to 
acknowledge  its  receipt,  and  return  the  thanks  of  the  Convention. 

G.  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  made  announcements  of  Open- Air 
Meetings. 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Business  Coramittee  reported  as  follows  : 

Friday  Aptkrnoon. —Prayer  Meeting  at  2i  P.  M.,  led  by  Wm.  Stickney,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

8  P.  M. — Reading  of  Minutes.  Communications. 

Discussion  on  Topic  No.  8,  introduced  by  F.  H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C. 
An  address  of  fifteen  minutes,  followed  by  delegates  till  4  P.  M.  Hearing  of 
Reports  from  Smaller  Associations  for  one  hour.  Reports  of  Special  Com- 
mittees ;  Unfinished  Business ;  Adjournment     Adopted. 

After  singing  doxology  the  Convention  adjourned 


AFTERNOON  SESSION.— Fkiday,  July  18th. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  BL  EL  Porter, 
and  the  hymn 

"  Children  of  the  Heavenly  King  " 
was  then  sung.     Professor  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia,  presided  at 
the  melodeon.     Minutes  of  the  Morning  Session  were  read  and 
approved. 

Two  communications  were  read  from  Dayton,  0., — one  from 

the  Ministers  of  the  City,  and  the  other  from  Thos.  G.  Davis, 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Dayton  Y.  M.  C.  A. — ^inviting 

the  holding  of  the  next  International  Convention  in  that  place,  as 

follows : — 

H.  P.  Adams,  Supt.  Y.M,C. A.  Dayton.  Ohio  : 

Deab  Brother  : — In  reply  to  your  expressed  desire  to  know  the  sense  of 
the  Ministerial  Association  as  to  the  propriety  of  inviting  the  International 
Convention  of  the  Y.M.C.  A.  to  hold  its  next  session  in  this  City,  I  am  happy  to 
say  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that  such  invitation  should  be  given,  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  append  the  names  of  members  of  tliis  body  thereto, 
as  follows  :. 


John  McVey,  First  Pros.  Churdi, 

J.  H.  Montgomery,  Third  St.  Church. 

J.  L.  Russell,  Park  Church, 

J.  R.  HuoHBS,  Memorial  Church, 

A.  C.  JUNKIN,  Fourth  Church, 

J.  B.  Hblwio,  First  Lutheran  Church, 

D.  Van  Hornk,  First  Reformed, 

H.  F.  Colby,  First  Baptist, 

D.  M.  Weddbll,  Wayne  St.  Baptist, 

June  30eA,  1873. 


F.  Clatworthy,  Linden  Av.  Baptist, 
M.  A.  Richards,  Grace  M.  E.  Church, 
T.  Collett,  Raper  Chapel  Church, 
J.  T.  Short,  Davisson  Chapel  CTiurch, 
C.  Brigos,  First  United  Brethren, 
J.  P.  Landis,  Howe  St.  do 
M.  J.  Dennis,  Christian  Church, 
W.  F.  DiCKERMAN,  Methodist  Church, 
Wm.Earnshaw.  Chap.  Soldiers' Home. 

C.  BRIGGS,  Sec.,  Min,  Asm., 

Dayton,  Ohio. 
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Rooms  of  thb  Toukg  Mbn'b  Christiak  Association. 
27  North  Main  Street,  Journal  Building. 

Dayton,  O.,  July,  1873. 
To  the  TnUmationcU  Convention  of  TM,  C,  A,  in  Session  at  Poughkeeptie,  N.  T. 
Dear  Brothers  in  Christ  : — At  a  meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  held  July  2d,  '73,  it  was  uoanimously  resolved  to  extend  to  yon  oar 
Christian  greetings,  and  a  cordial  invitation  to  hold  your  next  annaal  session 
in  our  dty.  The  hospitality  of  the  city  shall  be  yonrs.  Warm  hearts  will 
welcome  you  and  willing  hands  do  all  they  possibly  can  to  make  your  stay 
pleasant. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  enclose  a  similar  invitation  from  the  Ministers' 
Association  of  this  city.  H.  E.  PARROTT,  PreeldenL 

Thos.  D.  Davis,  Cor,  Secretary. 

Also,  one  from  James  S.  Ostrander,  General  Secretary,  Newark, 
N.  J.,  inviting  the  holding  of  the  Convention  there,  as  follows: 

POUGHKBKPSIB,  N.  T.,  Julf/ 10,  1873. 
To  the  Committee  T.  M.C.  A.  International  ConvetUion  of  the  United  btaU*  and 
Provinces : 
The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  earnestly  and  unanimously  invite  the  holding  ot  the  next  Convention  of 
the  International  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  in  the  City  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  prom- 
ising you  a  cordial  and  hearty  welcome. 

JAMES  S.  OSTRANDER,  Newark,  N.J. 

R  R  McBumey  moved  that  the  Associations  extending  the 
invitation  be  allowed  ten  minutes  each  for  the  presentation  of 
their  claims.     Carried. 

H.  P.  Adams,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  J.  S.  Ostrander,  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  presented  the  claims  of  their  respective  ])laces. 

Mr.  Adams  having  occupied  but  half  of  the  time  assigned  to 
Dayton, 

H  Thane  Miller,  by  request,  occupied  the  remainder  of  the 
time  urging  the  claims  of  that  place. 

W.  H.  Anderson  moved  that  the  next  International  Conven- 
tion of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  be  held  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  Carried  by  a 
large  majority. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Ostrander,  the  vote  was  made  unanimous. 

N.  D.  Cross,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Resolutions,  was  given 
permission  to  present  a  special  report,  as  follows : 

The  Convention,  fully  recognizing  the  wide-spread  and  tenihle  influence  Qf 
pernidous  literature,  and  the  importance  of  taking  earnest  and  vigorous 
measures  to  counteract  it,  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  belongs  to  the  members  of 
individual  Associations  to  determine  what  measures  are  best  -adapted  to  this 
purpose  in  their  respective  localities.    This  Convention,  therefore,  refers  the 
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whole  snbject  to  them,  eameetlj  recommending  them  to  do  all  In  their  power 
to  destroj  the  inflaenca  of  pernicioos  literature,  and  for  this  purpose  to  call 
public  attention  to,  and  awaken  public  interest  in  this  subject  by  promoting 
diBcoBsions  through  the  press  and  the  pulpit,  to  use  their  personal  influence 
with  railroad  corporations  and  news  dealers  to  stop  the  sale  of  pernicious  books 
and  papers,  and  with  all  families,  and  especially  all  young  men  within  their 
inflaenoe,  to  stop  the  purchase  thereof,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  enlarge 
the  efficiency  of  their  reading  rooms  and  libraries,  and  otherwise  to  promote 
the  circulation  of  a  healthful  Christian  literature. 

J.  H.  Gleason  moved  its  acceptance.     Carried. 

G.  H.  Allen  moved  its  adoption.    Carried. 

"Soldiers  of  Christ" 
Was  sung. 

F.  H.  Smith,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  opened  the  discussion  of 
topic  No.  8:  "Is  there  danger  that  the  Associations  will  be- 
come the  medium  of  unscriptural  teachings,  or  engage  in  polit- 
ical controversies?  If  so,  what  action  is  necessary  to  guard 
against  it  ?"    He  said  : 

I  have  not  been  able,  Mr.  President,  in  the  consideration  that  I  have  given 
to  this  topic  in  my  own  mind,  to  answer  definitely  the  question  which  is  pro- 
pounded. The  past  at  least  is  secure.  In  the  more  than  twenty  years  of  As- 
sociation existence  in  this  country,  there  has  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  been  a 
single  defection  in  this  direction  of  any  material  consequence.  Nor  is  there 
anything,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  the  present  condition  of  our  Association,  to 
give  any  apprehension  or  alarm  in  that  regard.  And  the  question  i^hether  the 
history  of  other  religious  ABSociations  makes  it  wise  for  this  Association,  for 
this  Convention,  at  this  period,  to  take  any  precautions  in  that  regard,  is  one 
that  we  ought  peihaps  to  give  our  serious  consideration,  and  one  to  which  I 
propose  to  address  a  few  suggestions  in  this  connection,  in  the  hope  that  the 
discussion  that  may  follow  by  brethren  here  may  settle  the  question  to  the  sat- 
tisfaction  of  all. 

In  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  occurring  just  after  the  ascension  of 
our  Lord,  when  hundreds  and  thousands  were  brought  suddenly  into  the 
kingdom,  and  in  the  enthusiasm  which  followed  that  outpouring,  history  tells 
us  that  there  was  no  very  formal  organization  of  the  Christians.  The  brethren 
held  everything  in  common,  remembering  only  the  blessed  spoken  words  of 
Him  who  bad  just  then  left  the  earth,  who  spake  as  never  man  spake.  They 
entered  into  the  work  of  converting  men  simply  to  the  cause  of  their  risen 
Saviour.  But  in  succeeding  years,  when  the  number  of  friends  began  to 
greatly  multiply,  and  the  Church,  composed  of  those  who  were  then  the  fol- 
lowers of  Jesus,  became  a  power  in  the  land,  there  began  to  creep  in  heresies 
and  doctrines  that  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  Christ,  and 
these  were  taught  among  the  Christians.  Unscrupulous  and  wicked  men 
sought  to  lay  hold  of  the  power  which  this  early  Christian  Church  exercised, 
so  that  it  became  necessary  for  the  Apostles  to  reduce  to  writing  the  doctrine 
taught  by  the  Saviour ;  to  make  provision  against  these  unsound  doctrines 
which  were  sought  to  bo  brought  upon  the  Church.  And  I  think  that  has 
been  the  experience  of  every  religious  organization  from  that  time  until  this. 
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Now' it  seems  to  me,  brethren,  that  there  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  analogy 
between  the  history  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  this  country  and  the  history  of  those 
earJy  Christians.  The  conventions  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  to  a  very  large  extent  have  repeated  the  experience  of  that 
Pentecostal  season.  The  spirit  has  been  poured  out  upon  this  body  to  an 
almost  overwhelming  extent,  and  the  young  men  have  gone  hence  so  filled 
with  the  spirit,  so  filled  with  enthusiasm,  that  they  have  gone  to  work  and  have 
not  cared  what  church  they  filled  up,  having  no  fear,  no  care  for  anything  except 
to  secure  the  same  outpouring  of  God's  spirit  in  jtheir  own  places.  And  young 
men,  hearing  of  these  meetings,  have  desired  above  all  things  to  organize  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  their  towns.  A  great  many  Associations  have  been  organized 
with  very  little  idea  of  the  practical  work  and  mission  they  were  to  perform, 
with  very  little  idea  of  anything  except  that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  necessary  in 
order  to  have  the  glorious  good  times  that  we  have  had  in  these  conventions. 

Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  this  Association  has  not  always  had  smooth  sail- 
ing. Almost  every  debate  we  have  had  here  in  this  convention,  and  in  all  con- 
ventions, has  brought  out  the  fact  that  in  all  the  cities  and  the  towns  in  which 
our  Associations  are  located,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  apprehension  on  the 
part  of  a  portion  of  the  Christian  people  that  our  Associations  are  in  some  lutnre 
time  to  grow  up  to  be  somethioj^  more  than  has  been  their  intention,  or  is  their 
intention  now.  Expressions  of  apprehension  have  been  heard  that  these  Asso- 
ciations have  no  creed,  no  particular  organization,  and  that  they  may  be  taken 
hold  of  by  political  parties,  and  made  the  medium  of  political  controversies.  I 
remember,  in  the  city  in  which  I  live,  some  years  ago,  in  calling  on  one  of  the 
pastors  of  one  of*  the  most  prominent  churches,  who  had  just  then  come  among 
us,  I  asked  him  to  identify  himself  with  our  organization.  He  replied  that  for 
a  year  or  two  he  had  been  actively  identified  with  the  Association  in  the  city 
where  he  lived,  but  that  he  had  become  satisfied  from  the  action  of  that  Associ- 
ation that  it  was  made  the  medium  of  political  aspirants  in  that  city,  and  that, 
on  looking  over  the  whole  field,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  this 
country  would  ultimately  become  a  great  political  power  or  combination,  and 
nothing  else. 

Now,  I  need  not  tell  this  Convention  that  the  apprehension  of  that  clergy- 
man  had  no  foundation  in  fact.  I  tried  to  convince  him  that  it  had  no  founda- 
tion, that  our  individual  Association  and  the  Associations  combined  in  this 
Convention  had  taken  every  precaution  that  was  possible  to  guard  against  such 
a  result.  And  yet  it  seemed  to  make  no  impression  upon  him,  and  from  that 
day  to  this  he  has  held  the  same  opinion. 

A  still  larger  number  of  ministers  and  of  Christians  have  had  the  impression 
that  in  some  way  or  othBr  the  organization  of  these  Associations  within  the 
churches  would  ultimately  alienate  the  affections  of  members. 

There  has  also  been  an  apprehension  that  these  organizations  growing  into 
power,  getting  the  fostering  care  of  the  churches,  and  including  in  their  mem- 
bers the  best  men  and  material  of  the  churches,  would  ultimately  become  the 
medium  of  designing  persons  to  spread  unscriptural  and  infidel  teaching.  My 
individual  opinion  is,  that  there  is  no  present  or  future  danger  of  this  taking 
place.  And  yet,  all  of  us  are  aware  that  these  apprehensions  do  exist ;  that  they 
prevent  our  taking  that  complete  hold  of  the  community  which  these  Associa- 
tions ought  to  take  ;  that  they  prevented  in  many  important  cities  and  loealities 
Associations  from  being  organized  or  conducted  at  all  to  such  an  extent  as  our 
mission  requires.     It  seems  ta  me  a  serious  question  for  us  to  consider,  whether 
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there  is  anything  that  we  as  a  Convention  can  do  in  our  organized  action,  to 
alleviate  these  apprehensions,  which  to  so  great  extent  prevent  the  Associations 
from  accomplishing  the  full  measure  of  their  work. 

I  believe  in  this  organization,  and  I  honor  these  Associations,  and  hope 
to  live  to  see  the  day  when  they  shall  be  recognized  by  the  church  in 
every  city  in  our  whole  broad  land  as  fully  as  the  Sabbath-schools  are  recog- 
nized ;  when  there  shall  be  no  more  question  as  to  their  propriety  than  there 
is  to  the  existence  of  the  Bible  and  Tract  Societies,  or  any  one  of  our  great 
organizations.  Let  us  aim  to  give,  in  and  out  of  this  CJdnventlon,  by  our  words 
and  deeds,  permanent,  definite  and  absolute  light  to  these  ministers  and  Chris- 
tians, and  to  this  whole  community,  as  to  the  objects  of  our  societies  and  the 
real  harmony  of  our  relations  to  the  churches. 

President  H.  K.  Porter  suggested  tlie  singing  of  the  hymn, 
"  Jesus  keep  me  near  the  cross,'' 
after  which  G.  H.  Griffin  offered  prayer. 

The  next  business  was  the  taking  up  of  the  Fifth  Kcsolution 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee's  Eeport,  in  re. 
gard  to  the  preparation  of  the  Association  Manual. 

Y.  H.  Smith: 

I  want  to  move  that  the  recommendatory  clause  in  the  resolution  be  stricken 
out,  and  that  "  peremptorily  directed  during  the  cominji^  year  "  be  inserted. 
The  Convention  will  remember  that,  one  year  ago,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  the 
committee  was  requested  to  prepare  and  publish  this  manual  through  the 
coming  year.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  action  of  the  Convention  should  be  made 
a  little  stronger.  As  long  ago  as  the  Indianapolis  Convention  (1870)  I  was  re- 
quested to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  preparing  a  Btatement  of 
what  is  the  legitimate  work,  duties,  and  restrictions  connected  with  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  to  be  issued  as  an  authoritative  statement  by  this  Convention.  The 
matter  has  been  put  off  from  time  to  time,  until  a  year  ago,  when  the  commit- 
tee were  directed  to  prepare  and  publish  this  manual.  It  is  to  be  a  collection 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  various  Conventions  in  regard  to  our  relations  to  the 
Church,  to  Christian  work,  to  political  reform,  temperance,  and  other  organiza- 
tions, and  it  is  to  describe  generally  what  are  the  sphere,  functions,  objects,  &c., 
of  Y.  M.  C.  A.    I  offer  the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute  : 

Resolved,  That  the  preparation  of  the  Association  Manual  be  recommitted  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  with  peremptory  directions  that  it  be  prepared  and 
published  during  the  coming  year. 

R  D.  Taylor: 

It  seems  to  me  the  original  resolution  covers  the  ground.  It  is  not  a  pe 
remptory  direction  to  the  committee,  but  recommends  them.if  they  have  got 
the  money  that  warrants  them  to  publish,  to  go  ahead  and  do  it. 

W.  M.  Martin: 

It  is  a  subject  of  very  great  importance.  We  have  not  a  digest  of  the  different 
regulations  of  this  body.  We  are  constantly,  at  our  conventions,  annoyed  at 
delegates  getting  up  here  "vith  regard  to  this  and  that  rule.  The  older  Asso- 
ciations are  constantly  beset  with  correspondence.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
answer  letters  from  different  parts  of  the  country  asking  for  information.  A 
digest  would  give  this  if  put  into  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the  Associations. 
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James  Buchanan,  Trenton,  N.  J. : 

I  think  the  Ck>mmittee  can  be  entirely  trusted  in  this  matter.  I  think  it 
would  add  more  ^orce,  character  and  effect  to  the  statement,  if  it  were  put 
forth  under  the  express  and  direct  sanction  of  the  Convention.  And  it  is  very 
essential  that  we  do  not  put  anything  upon  record  that  shall  speak  for  us  with- 
out the  highest  sanction  and  after  the  most  careful  preparation. 

Cephas  Brainerd  : 

The  Committee  do  not  feel  justified  in  presenting  any  lengthy  summary  of 
the  voice  of  the  Associations  upon  all  these  points.  And  I  am  glad  that  this 
discussion  has  taken  this  turn,  because  I  think  it  is  feared  that  it  might  be 
premature.  The  Committee  has  always  had,  ever  since  its  formation  six  years 
ago,  a  little  pamphlet  stating  all  that  is  necessary  as  to  the  mode  of  organizing, 
manner  of  carrying  on  the  work,  etc.,  etc.  It  has  been  at  the  service  of  any 
one,  being  gratuitously  circulated.  In  five  different  little  pamphlets  on  various 
points  in  the  work,  we  have  sought  to  enlighten  everybody  who  wanted  any 
information.  * 

Are  we  ready  now  to  make  authoritative  declaration  upon  all  these  topics ! 
I  think  this  is  a  very  serious  question.  It  is  also  to  be  considered  whether  we 
have  the  money  for  this  publication,  or  whether  these  smaller  papers  will 
answer  for  the  present  all  the  purposes  of  the  members. 

T.  K.  Earle,  Worcester,  Mass.  : 

I  should  say  emphaUcaUy,  that  the  time  has  not  come  for  us  to  put  forth 
such  a  document. 

John  C.  Havemeyer,  New  York  City : 
Can  the  exact  terms  of  the  original  resolution  be  given  us  ? 

The  resolution  of  the  Committee  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Eobert  Weidensall : 

One  of  the  things  which  makes  it  easier  for  me  to  organize  an  Association,  is 
to  tell  them  that  the  Associations  of  the  United  States  merely  ask  their  active 
members  to  belong  to  Evangelical  Churches.  If  I  should  give  them  a  set  of 
rules  I  could  not  organize  one  Association  where  I  count  ten  now.  I  would 
say,  instead  of  publishing  new  books,  take  the  resolutions  in  succession  and  put 
them  into  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

O.  0.  Howard : 

Is  not  really  the  meaning  of  this  simply  to  give  our  members  the  resolutions 
of  the  Conventions  as  they  stand  on  the  records  ? 

Jas.  S.  Ostrander,  of  Newark,  N.  J. : 

It  is  not  the  intention  to  incorporate  in  that  manual  a  number  of  resolutions 
that  have  been  made  by  individuals  and  that  are  not  endorsed  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  Brainerd  in  response  to  these  questions,  read  the  original 
resolutions  in  reference  to  the  compilation  of  the  Manual. 


Jas.  Buchanan  moved  that  the  recommending  clause  in  the 
ResQlution  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the  subject  be  referred  back 
to  the  Executive  Committee.     Carried. 

After  singing 

"  Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross," 

the  hearing  of  Eeports  from  small  Associations  being  in  order, 

John  S.  Eeeder  reported  from  Hamilton,  0.,  proposing  the  raising 

of  a  fund  for  the  support  of  small  Associations,  the  money  to  be 

put  into  the  Executive  Committee's  hands. 

On  motion  of  Wm,  H.  Homer,  the  time  for  each  report  was 
limited  to  two  minutes. 

G.  H.  Griffin,  Milford,  Conn. : 

I  represent  a  smaU  Association.  Three  things  trouble  us.  Want  of  sym- 
pathy on  the  part  of  the  people,  lack  of  funds  from  the  people  and  from  the 
members  who  have  pledged  themselves  to  pay  their  annual  dues,  and  the  want 
of  provision  for  our  reading-room.  We  have,  too,  a  great  proportion  of  drones 
in  the  hive.     How  are  we  to  engage  tliese  idlers  in  active  work  ? 

J.  H.  Gleason,  Holden,  Mass. : 

Our  town  has  2,000  inhabitants.  The  Association  is  six  years  old.  We  are 
large  enough  to  support  weekly  and  monthly  meetings,  and  three  Mission 
Sabbath  Schools.  Our  members  are  alive  to  the  work.  We  are  entirely  out  of 
debt  but  have  no  building  of  our  own. 

C.  H.  Wilson,  Frankford,  Pa.  : 

Our  great  trouble,  and  the  one  in  all  small  Associations,  has  been  mentioned. 
We  have  nearly  two  hundred  members.  Only  a  few  labor  for  the  Association. 
The  beginning  of  the  Society  was  very  feeble.  It  was  soon  given  up.  We  at 
length  reorganized  it  with  four  members.  We  worked  faithfully,  made  it  a 
matter  of  prayer  for  a  week,  and  at  the  end  we  had  twenty- three.  Then  I 
suggested  our  joining  the  Mission  Prayer  Meeting,  which  was  dying  out. 
We  did  so,  and  it  was  put  under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association. 
The  first  meeting  numbered  a  thousand  people.  Soon  we  began  collecting 
money  for  a  building.  We  had  been  meeting  in  a  small  room  on  the  third 
story.  Now  we  own  a  building  worth  about  $12)000.  This  has  been  accom- 
plished during  a  single  year. 

W.  W.  Anderson,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edwards  Island : 
I  want  to  say  a  little  about  the  work  in  our  island.  Just  before  I  left,  a 
young  minister  told  me  of  a  little  Association  at  Highfield,  one  of  the  worst 
places  on  the  island.  Last  winter  a  glorious  revival  was  enjoyed.  This  was 
due,  under  God,  to  the  efforts  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  there.  In  the  large  Associa- 
tion of  Charlottetown,  which  I  represent,  there  are  about  two  hundred  mem 
hers  on  the  roll,  but  only  about  fifty  men' at  work.  We  are  soon  to  dedicate  a 
new  building,  and  I  hope  that  our  friends  in  the  States  wiU  come  ovpr  and 
help  us. 
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William  Wells,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. : 

Some  five  or  six  years  ago  our  Society  was  founded.  We  have  now  a  fund 
of  $5,000  for  a  building,  and  yesterday  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  the  comer 
stone  was  laid.  The  edifice  will  cost  $50,000.  We  have  made  a  very  consider- 
able effort  in  the  line  of  suppijpssing  pernicious  literature.  Union  College  is 
located  in  our  town,  and  we  have  a  great  many  from  the  College,  and  if  we 
have  a  reading-room  and  library  can  do  a  good  work. 

J.  E.  Page,  Howard  University  (colored) : 

The  Society  of  which  I  am  a  member  was  organized  in  1869.  Many  of  our 
members  take  part  in  the  Sabbath  Schools,  held  in  different  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  a  great  deal  of  good  has  been  accomplished  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association. 

M.  A.  Bullock,  Olivet  College,  Michigan : 

We  have  thirty  active  members.  The  work  is  chiefly  missionary.  We  sup- 
port a  few  Sabbath  Schools,  and  in  our  College  have  had  a  live  and  earnest 
Saturday  evening  prayer  meeting,  also  a  Sunday  afternoon  prayer  meeting, 
conducted  by  the  young  men. 

BL  EL  Otto,  Williamsport,  Pa. : 

Our  Association  is  small,  but  we  held  four  open-air  meetings  last  Sunday, 
and  prayed  for  this  Convention.  We  also  hold  a  Bible  class  and  a  pray-er 
meeting  in  the  rooms  on  Saturday  evening.  We  are  enlisting  both  young  and 
old  into  this  great  work  of  the  Master.  A  good  many  cottage  prayer  meetings 
are  held  every  week,  probably  eight.  We  have  been  blessed  in  rescuing  from 
the  gutter  those  who  to-day  are  preaching  the  Gospel. 

The  time  for  the  hearing  of  these  reports  having  expired,  C.  S. 
Brooks  moved  that  it  be  extended  twelve  minutes.     Carried. 

J.  D.  Dreher,  Eoanoke  College,  Salem,  Va. : 

Ours  is  a  College  Association,  with  a  small  membership.  We  hold  evening 
meetings  ;  have  an  annual  oration  during  commencement  week  ;  have  a  small 
library  ;  no  building  yet ;  but  we  meet  in  one  of  the  lecture  rooms  of  the  insti- 
tution. During  the  last  two  years  a  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  taken  in 
the  meetings  of  our  Association,  and  they  have  resulted  in  great  good  among 
the  students  of  the  College. 

A.  J.  Howe,  Montpelier,  Vt : 

Qod  has  blessed  our  Association.  It  is  a  small  band  among  the  mountains, 
numbering  less  than  twenty,  but  they  have  sustained  during  the  past  year  a 
prayer  meeting,  and  a  revival  has  foUowed. 

W.  S.  Herbert,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

I  am  a  member  of  a  small  Association.  We  hold  two  open-air  meetings,  one 
in  the  Alms  House  and  one  in  the  jail.  We  have  a  fine  room,  open  day  and 
evening  till  ten  o'clock.  A  number  of  the  young  men  of  the  town  are  gathered 
in  by  the  members.  We  have  a  good  library.  Our  members  have  stepped 
into  the  drinking  saloons  and  taken  men  away  from  the  counter,  taken  the 
glass  of  liquor  from  their  hands,  and  have -been  the  means  of  leading  many 
away  from  a  drunkard's  doom. 
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H.  A.  Spencer,  Montpelier,  Vt : 

I  am  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Association  of  which  Mr.  Howe  is  the 
most  active  member.  We  have  a  small  membership ;  hold  weekly  prayer 
meetings;  conduct  foar  mission  schools,  the  nearest  of  which  is  three  miles 
from  the  village,  and  the  most  distant  seven  miles. 

C.  M.  Wilcox,  New  London,  Conn : 

'We  have  aboat  fifteen  workers,  a  readin^r  room,  and  a  building  fund  of 
$2,000.  Last  year  we  bought  and  paid  for  a  church  which  had  been  abandoned. 
It  cost  $8,000  or  |4,000.  We  are  trying  to  secure  a  building.  We  carry  for- 
ward, weekly,  eight  prayer  meetings  and  open-air  services. 

J.  P.  Lane,  of  Bristol,  RL  : 

About  a  dozen  of  our  members  are  very  active.  We  have  a  reading  room, 
and  library  numbering  about  2000  volumes  ;  have  added  the  last  nine  months 
$150  worth  of  books.  Our  Association  in  Bristol  has  the  earnest  cooperation  of 
the  pastors  of  the  place,  and  they  decided  this  year  to  send  one  of  their  number 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Convention,  and  I  believe,  as  a  pastor  of  the  Church,  that 
there  is  work  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  do  in  other  places  which  cannot  be  done  by 
any  other  organization  so  well. 

A.  L.  Haddam,  Harlem  Branch,  New  York : 

'We  have  prayer  meeting  services  each  Sunday,  and  after  the  meeting  we 
distribute  tracts  and  circulars.  After  the  services  we  try  and  follow  up  the 
work  by  seeking  conversation  with  the  bystanders,  and  inviting  them  to  the 
rooms  of  the  Association. 

M.  B.  Critchett,  of  Concord,  N.  H.  : 

What  is  to  be  done  with  the  drones  in  our  Association  ?  I  believe,  Mr.  Pre^ 
sident,  they  should  be  set  at  work.  We  have  161  active  members.  We  hold 
four  prayer  meetings.  Twenty  or  twenty-five  of  our  members  go  to  the  district 
meetings  every  week.  We  find  that  the  Christian  life  of  our  young  men 
depends  on  this  work.  They  go  from  three  to  five  miles  out  of  the  city,  find 
that  the  meetings  are  interesting,  and  come  back  to  speak  of  the  interest  mani- 
fested. Members  of  the  Association  are  quickened  by  the  story,  and  the  request 
comes  from  many  to  the  committee,  *<  Can  I  go  to  this  meeting  f*  So  we  get 
two  or  three  of  these  drones  and  set  them  at  work. 

C.  E.  Millspaugh,  Goshen,  N.  Y. : 

We  find  a  great  many  young  men  in  the  chuidies  doing  nothing,  and  take 
these  young  men  to  our  Assodations  and  set  them  at  work.  In  the  course  of 
about  one  year  we  numbered  some  18  or  20  young  men  laboring  earnestly  and 
faithfully  to  win  souls  to  Christ.  It  is  one  of  the  prominent  features  of  our 
work  to  take  young  men  by  the  hand  and  put  them  into  active  service. 
"  Rescue  the  perishing  ** 

was  then  sung,  and  C.  E.  Brooks  offered  prayer. 

Geo.  A.  Young,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  reported 
as  follows : 
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FRIDAY  EVENING. 

ORDER     OP     PROCEEDINQS 

The  Con ven lion  will  assemble  at  tbe  Opera  House  at  8  P.  M.  De^otionil 
exercises  led  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Ostrander,  Newark,  N.  J.  A  praise  meeting  led  by 
W.  Johnson,  Philadelphia. 

Short  addresses  will  be  delivered  on  the  following:  subjects : 

1.  "  The  condition  of  heart  necessary  to  the  rendering  of  acceptable  praise,* 
by  John  W.  Lapsley,  Selma,  Alabama ;  M.  H.  Hodder,  London,  England ;  J.  J. 
Joyce,  Jr„  Philadelphia. 

2.  *•  The  unrenewed  heart  cannot  praise  God,"  T.  McC.  Stewart,  Howard  Uni- 
versity ;  S.  J.  Bates,  Guelph,  Ont. ;  W.  R.  Perce,  Providence,  R.  I. 

8.  "  Those  only  can  praise  Him  in  heaven  who  have  learned  to  praise  Him  on 
earth,*"  H.  P.  Adams,  Dayton,  Ohio ;  Wm.  Roche,  Jr.,  Halifax,  N.  S. ;  H.  M. 
Moore,  Somerville,  Mass. 

SATURDAY  MORNING  SESSION. 
Praise  meeting  for  one  hour  in  this  church,  beginning  at  8i  o'clock,  conducted 
by  Rev.  S.  A.  Ta^gart,  Pittsburgh,  assisted  by  Professor  Wm.  Johnson,  Phila- 
delphia. Reading  of  minutes.  Miscellaneous  business.  Answers  to  qaestioos 
in  question  drawer  for  30  minutes.  Reports  from  Associations  in  three  minute 
addresses,  as  far  as  possible  confined  to  the  smaller  and  newer  Associations,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session.    Adjournment. 

This  report,  upon  motion  of  W.  J.  Cooke,  was  adopted 
The  Chairman  of  the  Devotional  Committee  then  made  some 
announcements,  and  after  singing 

"  I  love  Thy  kingdom.  Lord," 
the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Jaa  P.  Lane,  and  the  Con- 
vention adjourned. 


EVENING  SESSION.— Friday. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and 
"  Come,  thou  fount  of  every  blessing,"  was  sung.  Opening  ex- 
ercises were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Jas.  S.  Ostrander.  A  Praise 
Meeting  for  the  next  thirty  minutes  was  led  by  W.  Johnson,  of 
Philadelphia,"  Pa.,  at  the  close  of  which  short  addresses  were 
delivered  on  the  following  subjects:  L  "The  condition  of  the 
heart  necessary  to  the  rendering  of  acceptable  praise;"  opened 
by  J.  W.  Lapsley,  Selma,  Alabama.  Singing,  "  Depth  of  mercy 
can  there  be."  The  Convention  then  sung,  "Blest  be  the  tie  that 
binds,"  upon  the  introduction  of  M.  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  Eiig. 
And  after  singing  the  "  Lord  will  provide,"  J.  J.  Joyce,  Jr. ,  of  Phila- 
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delphia,  followed  in  a  closing  address  upon  this  subject.  Singing, 
"  O  for  a  heart  to  praise  my  God,"  when  the  second  subject, — 11. 
"The  unrenewed  heart  cannot  praise  God," — was  opened  with  an 
address  from  T.  McC.  Stewart,  of  Howard  University,  After  sing- 
ing the  hymn  **  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood,"  S.  S  Bates, 
of  Guelph,  Ontario,  followed;  when  "Behold  a  stranger  at  the 
door,"  was  sung,  and  W.  R  Perce  closed  the  addresses  on  this 
subject  H.  P.  Adams,  of  Dayton,  O.,  opened  the  third  subject, 
— "  Those  only  can  praise  in  heaven  who  have  learned  to  praise 
on  earth," — and  it  was  closed  by  H.  M.  Moore,  of  Somerville, 
Mass.  H.  Thane  Miller  sang  "Almost  persuaded  now  to  be- 
lieve," and  "  There  are  angels  hovering  around,"  and  Mr.  Moore 
ofiered  prayer.  The  Benediction  was  then  pronounced  by  J.  S. 
Ostrander,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


FOURTH  DAY'S  PROCEEDINGS. 

Saturday,  July  12,  1873. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  After 
singing  "  Soldiers  of  Christ  arise,"  the  minutes  of  the  afternoon 
and  evening  sessions  of  yesterday  were  read,  corrected  and  ap- 
proved 

R  K.  Remington,  Chairman  of  the  Devotional  Committee, 
made  some  announcements,  and  was  followed  by  N.  D.  Cross,  of 
Alabama.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  who  made 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  report  that  after  careful  consideration  they 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  foUowing  resolutions  : 

1.  Relating  to  the  relations  between  Associations  and  the  Church,  as  the 
same  is  covered  by  a  resolution  of  the  Portland  Convention.  ^  See  Proceeding 
1869,  p.  101. 

2.*  Relating  to  open-air  meetings,  as  covered  by  resolution  of  the  Portland 
Convention.    See  Proceedings  1869,  p.  101. 

8.  Relating  to  Temperance,  as  covered  by  resolutions  of  Detroit  Convention. 
See  Proceedings  1869,  p.  98. 

4.  Relating  to  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee  for  the  organization 
of  Associations  in  colleges  and  universities.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
this  end  can  be  best  reached  through  the  agency  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Convention. 
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5.  Relating  to  the  age  of  members.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it  a 
most  expedient  that  such  questions  be  left  to  the  decision  of  individual  ^Aseo- 
ciations. 

6.  Relating  to  opening  Reading  Rooms  on  Sabbath.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  no  general  rule  can  be  laid  down  on  this  subject,  and  it  therefore 
recommends  that  it  be  left  to  each  Association  to  determine  as  its  drcumstanoes 
may  require. 

7.  Relating  to  the  subject  of  holding  a  World's  Convention  of  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
during  the  Centennial  Celebration  in  Philadelphia  in  1876.  Your  Committee 
recommends  that  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  International  Elxecutive  Com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  report  the  conclusions  at  which  it  may  arrive  to 
the  next  Annual  Convention. 

On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

C.  B.  Morris  moved  that  "  we  proceed  to  call  again  the  list  of 
Associations,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  respond  liberally." 
After  a  short  discussion  by  D.  W.  Glass,  H.  M.  Moore,  K  A 
Hutchins,  and  R  R  McBumey,  D.  W.  Glass  moved  that  "  All 
who  had  not  subscribed  be  requested  to  come  to  the  stand  and 
do  so."  The  amendment  was  accepted  and  carried  The  Con- 
vention then  proceeded  to  the  regular  order  of  business,  viz. : — 
The  consideration  of  questions  found  in  the  question  box : 

1.  How  much  liberty  should  a  General  Secretary  of  long  experience  be  al- 
lowed in  leaving  local  work  to  address  audiences  in  the  country  ? 

Answered  by  H.  Thane  Miller : 

A.  If  he  has  this  long  experience,  just  give  him  the  greatest  liberty  that 
you  can  allow  him. 

2.  Should  members  be  called  active  who  are  Christians,  yet  never  engage  in 
the  active  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  ? 

Answered  by  Mr.  Miller : 
A.  I  will  not  say  a  word  to  this. 

8.  Should  ladies  be  admitted  as  members  in  small  AsBodatioiis  f 
By  EL  Thane  Miller  : 
A.  By  all  means. 

4.  Ought  the  temperance  pledge  to  be  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  ? 

By  Mr.  Miller : 
A.  I  think  not. 

5.  How  shall  we  leave  the  most  blessed  influences  in  the  families  where  we 
are  entertained,  and  how  get  the  greatest  good  from  our  stay  with  themT 

By  Mr.  Miller : 

A.  By  our  consistent  Christian  living  with  them  ;  by  otur  conunonion  with 
them  in  prayer  and  conversation  about  the  Saviour. 

6.  Is  it  advisable,  in  small  Associations,  for  one  man  to  be  president  and 
corresponding  secretary,  or  hold  any  ttoo  offices  ? 
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By  Mr.  Miller : 

A.  No. 

T.  Ib  it  well  to  argue  with  skeptics  or  infidels  when  we  meet  them,  and  wish 
to  apeak  to  them  concerning  Jesus  ? 

By  Mr.  Miller : 
A.  I  would  speak  to  them  without  arguing. 

8.  How  may  these  societies  best  help  young  men  to  self-culture  T 
S.  A.  Taggart  : 

A,  The  question  is  too  comprehensive. 

9.  What  is  the  duty  of  Associations  towards  those  who  call  at  the  rooms  ask> 
ing  for  pecuniary  aid  to  buy  food  or  a  railroad  ticket  to  carry  them  to  the  next 
city  or  town? 

C.  B.  Morris:    ^ 
A.  If  you  have  any  doubts  ab(Jut  it,  don't  g^ve  money,  give  tickets. 

10.  What  can  be  done  to  prevent  young* men,  who  enter  our  colleges  and 
aniversities,  from  falling  into  temptatioos  offered  by  new  Assodations. 

Answered  by  M.  N.  Bullock  : 

A.  I  should  say,  endeavor  to  throw  around  them  Christian  social  influences, 
mingle  Christian  and  social  culture. 

11.  Ought  our  Associations  to  appropriate  funds  for  benevolent  purposes  to 
the  use  of  Employment  Committees,  or  superintendents  of  the  Employment 
Department  ? 

Answered  by  R  K.  Remington. 

A.  Most  certainly,  if  you  have  an  abundance  of  money,  easily  obtained,  of 
course  appropriate  it  for  all  those  good  purposes. 

12.  How  far  are  we  Justified  in  assisting  young  men  T  By  helping  them  too 
much,  when  they  won't  help  themselves,  they  are  apt  to  presume  on  Christian 
kindness,  and  are  pampered  in  their  evil  courses  ? 

Answered  by  E.  A.  Hutchins. 

A.  I  think  Messrs.  Miller's  and  Remington's  answers  cover  this.  It  is  a 
matter  of  common  sense.     No  general  rule  can  be  laid  down. 

18.  What  is  the  most  simple  way  for  Associations  to  counteract  the  social 
temptations  of  young  men  ? 

Answered  by  David  0.  Kolp. 

A.  1st.  The  social  glass  is  a  temptation.  I  would  say  provide  ice  water  to 
counteract  the  want  of  something  stronger. 

2d.  The  billiard  room  is  a  social  temptation.  Provide  a  gymnasium  to  coun- 
teract that  room. 

8d.  The  theatre  and  concert  hall  ie^  a  social  temptation.  Provide  free  lecture 
courses,  interspersed  with  music,  to  counteract  the  want  of  such  pemidous 
recreation. 

4th.  Have  the  entire  number  of  young  men  soundly  converted.  This  will 
counteract  more  effectually  than  anything  else,  any  and  all  social  temptations 
to  which  young  men  are  exposed. 

6 
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14.  What  was  the  influence  of  the  Massachusetts  Y.  M.  C.  A.  canvass  last 
winter  upon  the  pastors  and  churches  of  the  Stale. 

Answered  by  L.  R  Rowland,  Boston. 

A.  In  the  first  canvass  the  pastors  held  back.  In  very  many  places  we  ad- 
dressed letters,  saying  we  would  not  go  unless  the  pastors  were  united  in  the 
invitation.  Their  answer  was  in  the  negative.  The  next  year  the  letters  were 
accepted ;  and  in  the  canvass  which  we  have  made,  we  are  able  to  say  that  the 
pastors  united  and  entered  into  the  work  in  all  of  the  forty  nine  towns  and 
cities.  As  far  as  the  influence  upon  the  churches  is  concerned,  I  would  say 
that  we  are  able  to  count  upwards  of  400  conversions  to  Christ. 

15.  We  have  in  our  city  an  editor  who  persists  in  visiting  our  Association, 
interrupting  our  meetings,  and  using  his  paper  to  ridicule  the  proceedings  of 
our  meetings.  We  have  prayed  for  him  and  labored  with  him  without  success. 
Are  we  justified  in  putting  him  out? 

Answered  by  H.  Thane  Miller. 

A.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  bad  editor.  It  depends  very  much  upon  the  man. 
He  may  be  a  little  out  of  his  head.« 

16.  Should  Associations  in  cities  devote  their  main  energy  to  the  sustaining 
of  suburban  Sunday-schools  and  prayer  meetings? 

Answered  by  J.  S.  Ostrander. 

A.  They  should,  providing  they  cannot  get  the  churches  to  do  it.  I  think 
the  Missionary  Society  of  a  city  has  as  much  right  as  any  other  organization 
to  do  the  work. 

Second  answer,  by  J.  A,  Bolgiano. 

A.  We  believe  we  can  accomplish  our  main  work  by  our  main  organization. 
Recruits  will  not  work  in  other  departments. 

Third  answer,  by  L.  P.  Eowland. 

A.  Our  work  is  chiefly  for  young  men.  Better  stick  to  it,  and  have  it  well 
done.    Then  in  time  the  other  can  be  taken  care  of. 

17.  Q.  How  to  bring  out  the  drones  in  the  Association  ? 
By  H.  Thane  Miller.      ' 

A.  Shake  them  up  with  good  workers ;  that  works  with  us  first  rate. 

The  time  set  apart  for  this  exercise  ha\'ing  expired,  the  Con- 
vention arose  and  sang 

"  Speak  a  Word  for  Jesus." 

The  hearing  of  Reports  from  smaller  Associations  then  being 
in  order,  the  following  reported : 

S.  B.  Almy,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  made  a  few  remarks. 
A.  E.  Ferry,  Belchertown,  Mass.,  said: 

Our  Association,  though  very  small,  less  than  100  members,  has  exerted  a 
decided  influence  upon  the  community. 

Isaac  C.  Seely,  Minneapolis,  Minn. : 

I  represent  a  new  Association  in  a  new  city  on  the  frontier.  We  have  at 
present  little  narrow  back  rooms  over  a  store.  We  want  a  building.  We  have 
another  need;  hundreds  of  young  men  come  to  the  place  every  year  for  their 
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health,  and  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  go  into  Christian  homes  and  ask 
them  to  take  these  young  men  and  board  them.  Young  men  who  have  left 
Christian  families  in  the  East,  go  into  boarding  at  saloons  and  are  there  kept 
away  from  Christian  influences.  We  visited  during  the  past  year  all  the 
churches  of  the  city  and  secured  their  aid ;  we  visited  the  saloons  and  there 
found  sons  of  Christian  parents  boarding.  In  working  with  and  among  them 
"we  met  with  considerable  success.  We  held  a  Noonday  Prayer  Meeting  of  45 
minutes  every  day  tlirough  the  year.  Also  held  Open-Air  Meetings  through 
four  months  of  the  year,  and  every  Sabbath  afternoon  at  4  o'clock  a  Bible  Class, 
inviting  all  the  strangers  to  fill  up  the  class.  We  have  a  prayer  meeting 
"which  has  resulted  the  past  year  in  the  conversion  of  many  souls  to  Christ, 
We  endeavored  to  procure  homes  and  employment  for  those  who  need  them. 
We  believe  in  personal  intercourse  with  our  brothers.  We  therefore  ask  these 
young  men  to  our  homes  to  dine,  or  take  tea  with  us  ;  they  become  interested 
in  our  families,  and  we  in  theirs,  and  we  thus  ascertain  whether  they  are 
worthy  of  our  Association  or  not. 

G.  W.  Cobb,  Cleveland,  O. : 

There  are  four  Associations  in  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland  :  at  Nor  walk,  Belle- 
vue,  Berea  and  Brooklyn.  The  Association  at  Norwalk  sent  out  during  the 
past  eight  months  over  150  delegations  to  the  neighboring  towns,  which  has 
resulted  in  about  1,000  hopeful  conversions.  I  once  met  on  board  a  train  200 
Association  members,  on  their  way  to  huld  Sunday  meetings  in  a  neighboring 
place.    He  then  spoke  briefly  of  the  old  Associations. 

J.  N.  Cook,  Cornell  University : 

Our  University  has  been  termed  one  of  infidelity  ;  a  university  without  reli- 
gion. But  we  have  a  body  of  earnest  Christian  young  men  there.  We  have 
had  an  Association  about  four  years,  and  are  doing  a  good  work.  We  have  com- 
mittees on  boarding  houses,  visiting,  &c.  It  is  our  object  to  meet  young  men 
coming  from  home  and  bring  them  into  good  society  and  under  good  influences, 
and  thus  keep  them  from  the  evil  influences  that  surround  them  there.  We 
have  quite  a  number  of  active  working  men  ;  have  a  fine  room,  where  we  hold 
our  Sunday  and  evening  meetings.  FVom  a  dozen  to  35  attend  every  meeting, 
for  earnest  Christian  work,  and  we  hope  to  «how  good  results  ;  to  show  that 
that  university  is  not  an  infidel  instituti^,  without  religion. 

C.  W.  Hooper,  of  Selma,  Alabama : 

Our  Association  was  organized  about  three  years  ago.  For  a  long  time  it 
was  hard  to  secure  enough  members  to  sustain  a  prayer  meeting.  But  two  or 
three  devoted  men  engaged  in  prayer,  and  the  pastors  of  the  different  churches 
seni  in  their  names  as  honorary  members.  Christian  people  of  the  community 
united  with  it.  and  became  active  In  the  work.  We  have  a  great  many  sub- 
scribing members  who  pay  $5  a  year,  but  who  take  no  part  in  our  work.  Our 
town  is  peculiarly  blessed  with  thurches,  and  at  first  we  found  little  work  to 
do.  At  leEgth  we  began  work  among  the  numerous  criminals  in  our  county 
jail.  In  time  the  spirit  of  Qod  blessed  our  work,  and  many  who  at  first  were 
cold  were  brought  to  know  Jesus  Christ  their  Savioifc-. 

A  committee  of  two  or  three  was  appointed  to  go  to  the  colored  brethren,  and 
ask  them  to  unite  with  us  in  our  work.  The  pastors  of  the  colored  churches, 
most  of  whom  were  colored  men,  are  we  believe  Christian  men,  though  uned- 
ucated.    They  gave  us  leave  to  hold  meetings  in  their  churches,  open  bible 
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classes,  &c. ,  and  said  they  were  glad  to  see  us.  They  are  also  always  present 
at  our  meetings.  They  tell  us  they  ajre  learning  much,  and  praying  for  us. 
A  few  days  before  I  left  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  organized  in 
our  town. 

Chas.  W.  Merrill,  Chelsea,  Mass. :  ^ 

Our  Association  numbers  185  members.  About  15  per  cent,  are  workers. 
We  have  a  debt  of  about  $700.  We  support  a  school  and  preaching  service, 
with  an  attendance  of  about  125.  We  employ  a  young  clergyman  as  a  mis- 
sionary, have  two  Association  prayer  meetings.  Held  prayer  meetings  also  in 
the  rubber  factories,  resulting  in  12  conversions.  We  then  built  a  chapeL 
Afterwards  54  were  converted,  nearly  all  of  whom  became  members  of  evan- 
gelical churches  in  our  city,  and  a  majority  members  of  the  Association. 

R  Gray,  Port  Hope,  Canada : 

God  has  signally  blessed  our  work  this  year.  We  hold  two  Association 
prayer  meetings  every  week.  At  one  of  them,  held  Sabbath  mornings ;  we 
have  an  average  attendance  of  about  100  young  men.  Have  had  as  many  as 
eight  to  ten  young  men  stand  up  in  that  room  and  ask  for  the  prayers  of  God's 
people  in  their  behalf.  Some  of  these  young  men  are  earnest  workers.  Hold 
a  Bible  class  every  Lord's  Day  at  three  o'clock,  which  has  accomplished  a  great 
deal  of  good  among  our  young  men.  Have  also  carried  on  a  temperance  work 
in  our  Association.  About  nine  months  ago  had  a  dozen  drinking  saloons  in 
town ;  to-day  there  is  only  one.  This  change  is  due  chiefly  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Before  a  year  is  over,  the  remaining  saloon  will  be  closed.  We  sustain  in 
town  a  Bethel  service.  This  is  the  only  thing  that  has  not  been  prospered. 
We  hold  cottage  prayer  meetings,  and  in  these  God  has  blessed  us.  Our  Asso- 
ciation some  time  ago  was  in  a  dying  condition,  and  the  ministers  of  the  town 
gave  us  little  aid ;  but  the  moment  we  began  to  work  for  the  salvation  of 
young  men,  they  rallied  around  us,  and  to-day  they  emulate  one  another  in 
their  efforts  to  assist  us. 

John  Hill,  Boonton,  N.  J. : 

We  have  some  earnest  men  among  us,  working  for  the  spiritual  good  of  the 
young  men  in  our  place.  I  fully  believe  in  these  small  Associations,  and 
that  in  every  town  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  we  can  have  an  AssociatioD. 
However  small  they  may  be,  they  can  e:Kert  an  influence  for  good. 

"  Work,  tor  the  night  is  coming," 
was  sung,  when  reports  were  continueA 

J.  L.  Race,  Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

Our  Association  contains  86  active  members.    We  began  a  year  ago.  • 

Chas.  L.  Wheeler,  Peekskill,  N.  Y. : 

We  have  a  population  of  7,000,  and  a  membfrship  of  fifty.  We  have  been 
discouraged  because  only  a  few  were  active.    We  keep  up  six  Sunday-schools. 

H.  W.  French,  Lynn,  Mass. : 

Many  Associations  don't  succeed  because  they  don't  start  right.  Half-a- 
dozen  of  us  pledged  to  sustain  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  for  five  years,  and  leased  rooms 
at  $500  a  year.  •  Four  years  have  gone  by,  and  we  have  confidence  the  Assoda- 
tion  will  live  a  great  many  times  five  years.  We  have  bon^t  ^,000  worth 
of  real  estate,  and  paid  upon  it  $10,000. 


85 

E.  T.  Turner,  of  Natick,  Mass.,  reported  a  year  of  unusual 
success. 

Last  year  we  changed  the  location  of  our  rooms  for  the  better,  and  have 
good  meetings.  We  pledged  ourselves  several  years  ago  not  to  contract  a  debt 
unless  we  had  money  to  pay.  The  plan  has  worked  well.  We  have  been  gen- 
erously supported. 

E.  D  Temple,  Reading,  Mass  : 

Union  Meetings  have  been  held  from  time  to  time.  K.  A.  Bumell  held  a 
Convention  among  us.  After  he  left,  we  continued  jneetings.  Forty-five  in 
one  evening  rose  for  prayer.  Fifty-seven  have  joined  the  churches  as  result  of 
the  work  thus  begun. 

W.  S.  Stickney,  Rochester  University,  N.  Y. : 
This  is  the  first  time  our  Association  has  been  represented  in  the  Convention. 
It  is  composed  of  students,  having  forty  members.     Reading  room  and  library 
are  provided  by  the  University.     We  sustain  one  evening  meeting,  and  recurs 
one  sermon  to  young  men  each  year,  just  before  commencement 

The  Convention  rose  and  sang 

"  In  the  harvest  field," 
and  reports  were  continued  by 

John  Moss,  of  Bowery  Branch,  N.  Y. : 

We  organized  fourteen  months  ago.  We  have  had  great  success.  Volun- 
teers have  carried  on  work.  Crowds  have  come  to  our  rooms.  Many  have 
been  converted  in  the  daily  meetings.     A  Bible  class  is  held  every  Sunday. 

E.  P.  Moody,  of  Leominster,  Mass. : 

We  have  had  opposition.  Churches  were  not  umanimoas  till  we  organized. 
Open-air  and  district  meetings  are  successful. 

F.  R  Stout,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. : 

The  Association  is  five  years  old.  We  have  145  members,  only  ten  doing 
work.  We  have  a  building  that  cost  $10,000.  How  can  we  make  our  mem> 
bers  active  is  the  vital  question  with  us.  We  have  enjoyed  precious  seasons  of 
revival.  Our  meetings  have  at  times  outgrown  our  rooms,  and  have  been 
carried  into  our  churches. 

W.  P.  Sanford,  Eastern  Branch,  K  Y. : 

We  had  fifteen  lectures  last  winter.  We  hold  social  meetings  and  open-air 
services.     The  latter  are  conducted  by  laymen. 

T.  M.  Osborne,  Milford,  Mass.  : 

Our  Association  has  100  members,  15  at  work;  meetings  weekly ;  reading- 
room  and  library,  with  1,000  volumes.  The  visit  of  K.  A.  Burnell  in  the 
spring  was  fruitful  in  good  among  us. 

After  singing 

"Heleadeth  me," 

C.  M.  Bailey,  Winthrop,  Me.,  said: 

We  have  73  members,  10  at  work,  50  hopeful  conversions  during  year  in 
neighborhood  meetings,  of  which  we  hold  three  weekly. 


86 

P.  S.  Memll,  Easton,  Pa. : 

80  active  working  members.  District  meetings  ftlfe  lield  With  good  effect  in 
the  suburbs. 

J.  R  Strawinski,  York,  Pa. : 

235  members.  We  have  paid  off  a  debt  of  $1,000.  We  sustain  meetings  in 
rooms  in  the  week  and  on  Sabbath.  Owing  to  success  in  our  jail  work,  a  room 
has  been  set  apart  there  for  our  work,  known  as  the  Bethel.  Temperance 
work  has  been  pushed  the  past  year  Most  drinking  saloons  have  been  closed 
on  Sabbath. 

W.  J.  Cooke,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  offered  prayei*  for  the  Associa- 
tions,  reporting.  ' 

W.  W.  Fish,  Charlestown,  Mass.  : 

150  members;  20  at  work;  organized  four  years.  No  rooms  just  now.  Open- 
air  and  cottage  meetings.     Lectures  monthly  to  young  men. 

M.  H.  Whitney,  Fitchburg,  Mass. : 

150  members ,  9  at  work  ;  18  are  needed  for  officers  ;  3  meetings  weekly;  % 
mission  schools  ;  course  of  lectures.  We  are  in  debt,  and  hope  to  get  oat  of  it. 
Mr.  E^le  spent  some  time  with  us,  and  50  conversions  resulted. 

"  More  love  to  Thee,  O  Christ," 
was  sung. 

E.  B.  Smith,  Westfield,  Mass. : 

We  are  in  debt,  and  are  giving  up  everything  but  our  religious  meetings,  be 
ing  resolved  to  pay. 

The  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee  reported  as  follows : 
AFTERNOON  SESSION— SATtJRDAY. 

Order  of  Busikess. — Devotional  meeting  at  2^  in  this  church,  conducted 
by  Rev.  J.  C.  Beecher,  Pouglikeepsie. 

Reception  of  M.  H.  Hodder,  London,  England,  delegate  from  the  Associa- 
tions of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Discussion  on  topic  No.  2  :  The  value  of  Associations,  Bible  classes,  and  the 
best  mode  of  conducting  them  ;  opened  by  Dr.  Thompson,  of  New  York,  follow- 
ed by  remarks  from  delegates,  till  4  P.  M. 

Hearing  of  new  branches  of  Association  work. 

Hearing  of  items  of  special  interest  from  large  Associations. 

Reports  from  Ck)mmittees. 

Adjournment. 

EVENING  MEETING— Saturday. 

Service  of  Song  in  the  Opera  House  at  i^  to  8  o'clock,  led  by  Wm.  Johnson. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  S.  Brooks,  South  Deerfield,  Mass. 

Bible  Reading  by  T.  A.  Nelson,  Toledo.  Subject :  The  seven  **  I  Wills  "  of 
Scripture,  followed  by  addresses  from  the  following  brethren  :  Wm.  Roche,  Jr., 
Halifax,  N.  S.;  Rev.  Jas.  P.  Lane,  Bristol,  R.  I.;  Wm.  Johnson,  Philadelphia; 
Rev.  H.  A^  Spencer. 

Benediction. 

Upon  motion  of  W.  S.  Hubert,  it  was  adopted. 

Geo.  A.  Hall,  from  the  Devotional  Committee,  made  some  an- 
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nouncement  of  meetings. 

R  R.  McBurney  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be 
instructed  to  have  the  printed  lists  of  the  names  of  delegates  at 
the  Convention  in  the  pews,  for  correction,  by  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion.    Carried. 

AV.  Johnson  sang  as  a  solo, 

' "  Where  shall  I  work  today  ?" 
and  the  Convention  arose  and  sang, 

**  Lord,  dismiss  us  with  thy  blessing," 
after  which  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  J.  L.  Race,  and 
the  meeting  adjourned. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION— Saturday. 
The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.     After 


**  We've  'listed  in  a  holy  war," 
the  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read,  corrected  and  ap- 
proved. 

D.  J.  Pike  moved  that  a  letter  to  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Massachusetts  received  by  S.  E.  Bridgeman  from  K.  A. 
Burnell  be  read;  carried.     The  letter  was  then  read. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee's 
Report  made  the  following  additional  report : 

YovLT  Ck)mmittee  on  "  Executive  Committee's  Report,"  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  heg  leave  to  say  that  they  have  examined  the 
same,  with  the  accompanying  vouchers,  and  finding  the  account  correct,  recom- 
mend that  it  be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  Your  Commit- 
tee recommend  the  election  of  the  following  Brethern  as  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  respective  States,  Districts,  and  Pro- 
vinces : 


James  Fahquhar,  Halifax,  N.  S. 
Geo.  A.  Young,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
Joshua  Clawson,  St.  John,  N.  B. 
Alfred  Sandham,  Montreal,  Quebec. 
J.  C.  Hartshorn,  Providence,  R.  I. 
A.  J.  Howe,  Montpelier,  Vt. 
W.  J.  Cooke,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Erskine  Uhl,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
H.  L.  McKee,  Selma,  Ala. 

C.  M.  Wilcox,  New  London,  Conn. 
W.  H.  HOBBS,  Portland,  Maine. 

D.  C.  Bell,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
S.  A.  Taogart,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
M.  B.  Critchett,  Concord,  N.  H. 
C.  B.  Morris,  Montclair,  N.  J. 


H.  A.  Staples,  Boston.  Mass. 
Geo.  a.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C. 
C.  J.  Stealey,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 
Julius  D.  Dreher,  Roanoke  College, 

Salem,  Va. 
R.  H.  T.  Hudson,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
C.  E.  Chichester,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
J.  H.  Cranston,  Augusta,  Ga. 
C.  L.  Robinson,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
J.  L.  Wheat,  Louisville,  Ky^ 
John  E.  Burson,  Bristol,  Tenn. 
J.  C.  Denise,  Omaha,  Neb. 
W.  F.  Downs,  Atchison,  Kan. 
J.  A.  Houston,  Baltimore,  Md. 
F.  D.  Taylor,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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Upon  motion  of  A.  J.  Tniesdell,  of  Cleveland,  this  report  was 
adopted.  R  D.  Taylor  moved  that  "  the  committee  be  authorized 
to  fill  vacancies  among  the  corresponding  members."  Carried. 
Mr.  Taylor  then  announced  that  Mr.  H.  W.  Morris,  of  Poagh- 
keepsie,  had  sent  to  the  Convention  several  specimens  of  ancient 
coins  and  bank  bills,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  they  would 
bring  a  good  prica  R  K.  Eemington  and  H.  Thane  Miller  acted 
as  auctioneers.  The  proceeds  amounted  to  $35.  H.  H.  Otto 
moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  returned  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Morris  for 
the  contribution.  Carried.  After  singing 
"  How  firm  a  foundation/' 
the  President  announced  that  the  hour  had  arrived  when  we 
would  formally  receive  Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  England. 

Mr.  Hodder  then  addressed  the  Convention,  as  follows : 

ADDRESS  OF  M.  H.  HODDER. 

My  dear  Friends — I  am  very  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  sajing  just  a 
word  or  two  about  our  Associations  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  And  allow 
me,  first  of  all,  in  their  name,  to  convey  to  you  from  them  their  Christian  love. 
It  was  the  parting  injunction  that  I  had,  not  only  from  the  whole  of  the  General 
Committee  assembled,  but  in  particular  from  the  founder  of  these  Associations 
the  world  over,  dear  George  Williams.  In  addition  to  the  general  vote  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  he  desired  his  Christian  love  to  the  brethren  here ;  and  I 
ofier  to  you,  my  friends,  from  the  brethren  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  in 
connection  with  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  the  love  of  Christian 
brotherhood.  They  are  very  glad  to  think  that  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
coming  here  before,  and  of  being  here  now  on  the  present  occasion,  because 
they  too  sometimes  receive  friends  from  across  the  water,  and  I  beUeve 
nothing  has  done  so  much  in  cementing  these  two  great  countries  as  the 
influence  exerted  in  both  countries  by  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  The  more  we  visit  one 
another,  the  more  we  shall  love  one  another. 

Our  dear  friend,  your  president,  intimated  just  now  that  one  of  the  strong- 
holds in  Association  work  in  Great  Britain  is  the  study  of  God's  Holy  Word.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  this  grows  stronger  and  stronger  every  day,  and  I  hope 
that  it  will  obtain  in  America  the  same  foothold.  Since  I  was  here,  four  yean 
ago,  I  have  found  rapid  progress  in  the  love  and  study  of  God's  word.  I  am 
glad  to  find  in  New  York  the  great  interest  manifested  in  the  bible  lesnons  of 
Dr.  Thompson.  He  is  doing  a  great  work  there.  The  particular  way  in  which 
we  deal  in  bible  study  is  different  from  the  way  my  dear  friend  conducts  the 
services  in  New  York.  Our  classes  are  more  conversational.  Our  young  men 
are  trained  to  study  the  word  of  God,  and  come  prepared  to  give  their  opinions 
upon  it.  I  believe  the  more  we  do  this  the  greater  will  be  the  interest  of  our 
meetings.  Not  only  must  we  depend  upon  our  coming  together  to  study  God's 
word,  but  we  must  cultivate  a  love  and  affection  for  the  personal  study  of  God's 
word.  My  dear  brethren,  I  could  not  do  without  that  study,  and,  as  a  businees 
man,  I  dare  not  go  to  my  business  unless  I  made  the  word  a  daily  study.    I  am 
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satisfied  that  neither  you  nor  I  can  attempt  to  do  anything;  in  God^s  name  with- 
out the  Holy  Spirit  working  upon  that  word. 

In  London,  we  prize  and  use  oar  Bible  classes.  About  200  assemble  in  the 
principal  rooms,  and  have  a  real  good  time.  Young  men  are  stationed  through- 
out the  city  with  little  hand-bills,  calling  attention  of  young  men  to  this  class. 
There  are  young  men,  active  members  of  the  Association,  to  meet  them.  We 
bave  no  other  members  in  the  Association,  for  we  do  not  make  the  division  you 
do  into  active  and  associate  members.  We  have  indeed  an  educational  insti- 
tution in  connection  with  our  Association.  It  draws  those  who  answer  to  your 
associate  members.  But  those  who  belong  to  our  spiritual  confederations  are 
those  whom  we  Iqpk  to  to  help  us  in  this  great  war.  There  are  several  young 
men  who  meet  in  this  Bible  class  to  lay  hold  of  strangers,  not  to  let  them  leave 
our  dwelling  without  a  personal  conversation.  After  our  Bible  class  we  give 
them  a  cup  of  tea.  We  deal  largely  in  tea  in  London,  which  we  find  does  great 
good.  I  hope  to  see  the  custom  grow  up  all  over  the  States-  We  don^t  regard 
oar  Associations  as  strong  and  healthy  unless  they  have  their  Bible  classes.  In 
addition,  we  hold  social  and  prayer  meetings,  and  of  late  we  have  been  more 
blessed  in  our  social  meetings  than  in  any  other  agency  employed.  Cards  of 
invitation  are  sent  to  a  large  number  of  young  men  in  our  warehouses,  dry 
gfoods  establishments  and  banking  offices.  They  are  sent  to  the  address  of  the 
individual  young  men,  which  is  secured  from  the  young  men  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  them.    They  read  as  follows :  "  The  pleasure  of  Mr. 's  company 

is  respectfully  solicited  to  .    Refreshments,  &c.     Addresses  delivered  by 

Messrs. .'*    We  get  about  500  young  men,  and  young  men  only,  on 

such  occasions.  We  are  glad  to  do  all  we  can  for  young  ladies,  but  we  have 
not  the  room  to  invite  our  sisters  also.  We  occasionally  do  that ;  but  we  think 
oar  special  mission  is  to  young  men,  and  adhere  to  that  very  closely.  Indeed, 
the  whole  hall  is  filled  with  them.  Many  conversions  result  from  these  efforts. 
The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  ever  experienced  in  the 
history  of  our  Association,  not  only  in  London,  but  elsewhere.  In  going  about 
I  find  that  there  is  no  indication  of  blessing  so  sure  as  to  learn  that  the  spir- 
itual element  is  brought  to  the  front,  and  that  all  secular  operations  are  in  the 
background.  We  think  they  are  auxiliary  to  the  devotional  element,  and  not 
the  devotional  work  auxiliary  to  the  secular.  And  I  have  listened  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  to  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place  here  for  the  last  few 
days.  I  believe  that  those  who  recommend  the  making  of  those  Associations 
Christian  club-houses  are  actuated  by  the  hi^rhest  motives.  But  I  believe  we 
must  be  more  than  ever  anxious  about  that  matter.  After  twenty -seven  years' 
work  and  visits  in  America,  Canada  and  England,  I  have  noticed  that  where  an 
Assodation  sank  and  died,  it  has  been  the  result  of  the  lecture  or  entertainment 
business.  That  has  been  the  rock  on  which  the  Association  has  split.  There- 
fore I  feel  it  necessary  every  day  that  we  should  be  the  most  anxious  about  spir- 
itual work.  Don't  allow  outside  considerations  to  come  in  to<>  prominently.  I 
believe  we  are  very  apt  lo  go  wrong  in  this  method  of  "  catching  young  men." 
Depend  upon  it,  we  can't  compete  with  the  devil. 

Make  your  halls  beautiful  homes ;  get  attractive  buildings;  let  us  have  edu- 
cational lectures,  gymnasiums  and  the  like  ;  but  let  us  be  very  carefutabout  the 
kind  of  entertainment,  for  fear  that  something  stronger  may  spring  in  which 
we  don't  want  at  all.  It  is  like  recommending  the  substitution  of  light  wines 
for  strong  drink.  People  who  taste  port  and  sherry  never  do  with  claret. 
What  appeals  to  the  old  flesh  and  devil  must  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  appetite 
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and  stronger  things  are  demanded.  Let  us,  in  reaching  them,  rely  more  apon 
love  for  the  Redeemer,  and  love  for  their  souls.  These  are  the  great  attractioos 
for  man.  The  entertainments  will  draw,  but  to  a  very  great  extent  they  will 
not  be  8atis?fied  with  the  very  limit  to  which  we  feel  we  can  go.  I  defer  to  the 
judgment  of  my  dear  brethren  very  largely.  Yet,  it  is  my  conscientious  con- 
viction, that  where  an  Association  prospers,  it  is  in  spite  of  all  these  things. 

Not  only  in  London  is  our  wot-k  going  on  with  great  success,  but  in  Ireland, 
too.  They  have  indeed  a  live  Association  in  the  City  of  Dublin.  I  go  there 
twice  a  year,  and  it  does  my  heart  good  to  meet  there  warm-hearted  Irishmen 
to  listen  to  the  gentlemen  conducting  the  bible-class.  They  only  aim  at 
spiritual  work,  and  do  nothing  else  whatever.  In  Liverpool  there  has  been  a 
great  work  going  on  ;  it  has  come  from  a  very  small  beginning.  I  looked  at 
the  new  rooms  just  before  leaving  home.  They  are  located  in  the  best  building 
devoted  to  our  work  on  the  other  side,  and  will  be  opened  before  long. 

My  dear  brethren,  I  can  only  tell  you  what  I  told  you  two  years  ago — I  love 
the  Association  work  more  than  ever.  I  have  told  my  friends  over  the  water 
what  God  is  doing  for  you  here.  We  always  call  a  meeting  whenever  an 
American  comes  into  Paternoster  Row.  It  makes  my  heart  jump  when  I  hear 
"  An  American  gentleman  has  come  to  see  you.**  I  believe  in  business  men 
sparing  the  time  to  talk  with  their  brethren.  Of  course,  I  know  the  old  mottoes 
about  "  business  being  business,*'  **  time  is  money,  Ac."  I  find  the  busiest 
people  in  the  world  have  the  most  time  to  take  a  brother  by  the  hand  and  wish 
him  God  speed. 

I  thank  you  for  the  ooportunity  of  speaking  in  this  Convention,  and  I  do 
thank  God  again  that  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  meet  you.     (Applause.) 

Professor  William  Johnson  sung  a  Hymn  of  Welcome  to 
M  n.  Hodder. 

After  which  the  Convention  sang, 

'•Christian,  welcome." 

Mr.  Hodder,  as  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  then  took  the  chair. 

William  H., Thompson,  M.D.,  leader  of  the  Association  Bible 
Class  in  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  the  second  topic :  "  The 
value  of  Association  Bible  Classes  and  the  best  method  of  con- 
ducting them." 

Dr.  Thompson  said :  My  paper  will  relate  to  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  will  be  followed  by  a  discussion  concerning  the 
Bible  classes. 

.  An  eminent  French  writer,  commenting  on  the  cause  of  the  disasters  of  the 
late  war  with  Germany,  details  with  much  bitterness  his  personal  experience 
of  the  want  of  acquaintance  on  the  part  of  French  officers  with  the  geography 
of  their  own  country.  Leading  generals,  he  states,  had  to  ask  of  peasants  the 
way  to  points  of  great  strategical  importance,  while  the  enemy  on  the  other 
hand  had  carefully  studied  elaborate  maps  of  the  French  territory,  and  there- 
fore knew  everything  worth  knowing  to  him,  about  his  opponent's  ground. 
The  church  militant  in  America  at  present  is  waging  its  war  on  very  much  the 
same  fashion  as  the  French  strategists  complained  of.  I  will  not  stop  her©  to 
discuss  the  question  whether  the  Scriptures  held  by  us  to  be  inspired  by  God 
himself  do,  or  do  not,  constitute  (to  keep  up  the  military  figure)  the  true  base 


91 

of  our  operations,  for  this  is  not  a  question  for  Christians  to  discuss  among 
themselTes.  If  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  is  not  to  be  our  Sword  against  the 
world,  what  else  are  we  to  rely  on  ?  But  assuming  that  the  Bible  is  the  one 
word  of  salvation,  I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  the  following  points. 

1.  That  the  majority  of  adult  American  Christians  ought  to  expect  to  be  at 
a  disadvantage  in  argument  with  their  opponents,  the  skeptics  of  the  day, 
simply  because  they  treat  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible  as  a  matter  which  con- 
cerns only  children,  and  therefore  have  made  no  provision  for  its  systematic 
study  except  by  the  institution  of  the  Sunday-school. 

We  say — systematic  study  by  Adults  ;  for  our  ground  is  that  the  Bible,  on 
any  view  that  can  be  taken  of  it,  believing  or  unbelieving,  is  ag^at  subject  for 
study  by  fully  grown  and  not  by  immature  minds,  and  that  the  want  of  its  study 
by  Christian  men  and  women  constitutes  one  of  the  most  serious  deficiencies  of 
our  times;  It  is  no  answer  to  this  allegation  to  cite  the  stated  reading  of  the 
Bible  at  family  prayers  in  thousands  of  Christian  households,  or  its  daily, 
prayerful  perusal  in  personal  worship.  We  say  that  this  is  no  answer,  because 
this  mode  of  reading  the  Scriptures  will  prove  on  examination  to  be  in  the 
great  majority  of  instances  a  liturgical  performance,  and  so  far  we  have 
not  a  word  to  say  against  its  use  for  that  purpose.  The  Bible  is  indeed  most 
precious  for  this  very  end,  namely,  to  minister  to  worship  in  its  best  sense,  to 
prayer  and  to  the  direct  communion  of  a  human  soul  with  its  Heavenly  Father. 
But  we  maintain  that  the  Bible  was  not  given  wholly  or  even  maialy  for  this 
one  purpose,  but  for  other  quite  distinct  purposes  as  well.  It  was  given  for 
instruction  as  well  as  for  edification,  and  these  two  things  are  quite  distinct 
and  independent.  Either  may  exist  without  the  other.  A  man  may  be  well 
instructed  in  Christian  knowledge,  and  nevertheless  be  a  poor  Christian,  and 
on  the  other  hand  he  may  be  devout  and  yet  have  but  little  knowledge — but  if 
the  C*hri8tian  is  without  knowledge  he  is  inevitably  weak,  and  the  Master 
never  intended  to  have  his  army  made  up  mainly  of  such  soldiers.  To  be 
strong,  every  army  must  be  disciplined  and  instructed  quite  as  much  as  well 
disposed,  and  that  instruction  in  the  Bible  is  not  the  same  thing  with  edifica- 
tion by  the  Bible  I  would  try  to  illustrate  here  by  a  few  observations. 

I  have  known  of  more  than  one  instance  of  good  Christians  who  adopt  the 
plan  of  reading  a  certain  amount  each  day  in  private  worship,  so  that  the 
whole  Bible  is  gone  through  from  beginning  to  end  once  a  year.  But  in  each 
case,  I  must  say  that  the* practical  result  of  thus  "  doing"  the  Bible,  to  use  a 
common  phrase,  reminds  me  of  the  remark  about  Admiral  Anson  who  circum- 
navigated the  globe  in  the  last  century,  namely,  that  he  had  been  all  round  the 
world,  but  never  in  it.  This  plan  (^  thus  reading  the  Bible  at  the  time  of 
prayer  to  God,  overlooks  the  important  fact  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
Bible  is  not  fit,  and  never  was  intended,  for  edification  in  the  proper  sense  of 
that  term,  either  in  private  or  in  family  worship,  or  even  in  the  public  assemblies 
of  the  Church.  The  account  of  the  upholstery  of  the  Tabernacle,  for  instance, 
takes  up  a  great  deal  more  space  than  the  sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  what  is 
curious,  it  is  gone  over  twice,  like  the  versions  of  the  Lord's  Prayer.  The 
genealogies  in  Chronicles  make  queer  reading,  as  I  know  personally,  for 
children  at  morning  prayers,  when  each  takes  up  his  verse  in  turn. 
There  are  pages  npon  pages  in  the  Bible  which  hold  the  same  relation  to 
the  passages  which  minister  to  spiritual  strength  and  consolation  that  the 
Pesert  of  Sahara  does  to  the  climate  of  Europe.  We  wonder  what  the  Desert 
of  Sahara  was  made  for.     We  also  wonder  why  Ezekiel  writes  a  longer  de- 
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scription  than  the  best  of  Patd's  Epistles  of  a  visionarj  temple,  with  a 
lengthy  enumeration  of  the  measurements  of  its  chambers  and  doors  and  wia- 
dows  even.  But  Paris,  which  is  in  the  same  latitude  with  Quebec,  Naples, 
which  is  on  a  line  with  New  York,  and  Edinburgh,  which  is  opposite  to  LaJbn- 
dor,  would  not  be  at  all  what  they  are,  but  for  the  existence  of  deserts  where 
only  a  few  nomads  can  live,  or  of  oceans,  which  in  a  human  sense  are  notlu^ 
but  vast  wastes.  Precisely  so  has  it  been  arranged  by  the  Highest  WisdoE 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  Bible  is  as  unfit  for  the  closet  as  the  tremendoia 
stony  upland  of  Central  Asia  is  unfit  for  wheat-fields  or  vegetable-gardefns.  Is 
the  one  case  the  Creator  did  not  ask  our  advice  when  he  fashioned,  the  conti- 
nents so  that  the  most  of  the  land  of  our  globe  should  be  too  cold  to  lire  in, 
besides  covering  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  planet's  surface  with  salt  water ; 
and  exactly  parallel  to  this  fact  in  the  physical  world,  he  has  given  us  a  Bibk, 
two-thirds  of  which  is  as  poorly  adapted  for  prayer-meeting,  as  the  broad 
acres  of  British  America  and  Alaska  are  for  supplying  mankind  with  o^ttoo. 
Nevertheless  he  would  be  a  bold  man  who  would  essay  to  arrange  the  physical 
world  better  than  it  is  now  arranged,  with  its  immense  prejionderanoe  of 
waste  spaces. 

A  profound  study  of  human  history  makes  it  very  doubtful  if  mankind 
would  have  been  any  better,  or  been  profited  by  transferring  the  great 
barren  plateau  of  Asia  to  the  tropical  regions  now  occupied  by  the  waters  of 
the  Central  Pacific,  so  that  the  sun  might  shine  on  an  unbroken  expanse  of 
four  thousand  miles  of  palm  trees  and  bananas.  That  great  cold  plateau  was 
the  birthplace  of  all  the  strong  rfices,  from  the  old  conqueroi^  of  India  to  the 
Celtic  and  Teutonic  nations  of  our  day;  and  even  the  Hebrews  were  taken  into 
the  wilderness  in  order  that  a  people  of  slaves  might  be  transformed  into  the  sol- 
diers of  Joshua.  And  so  would  we  venture  to  say'that  a  true  appreciation  of 
the  spiritual  wants  of  our  nature,  will  lead  the  thoughtful  student  to  be  thank- 
ful that  the  Bible  is  not  written  as  he  would  have  written  it,  any  more  Uian 
this  earth  has  been  made  as  he  would  in  his  small  wisdom  have  fashioned  it 
Instead  of  that,  in  its  present  shape  the  Bible  offers  a  field  for  infinite  stady,  in 
the  highest  sense  of  the  term,  and  a  study  which  to  the  end  of  time  is  sofficieni 
to  tax  the  strongest  and  most  mature  minds.  With  all  its  strange,  wide  dis- 
tricts, so  to  speak,  of  non-devotional  reading,  the  Bible  stands  to-day,  by  the 
admission  of  our  enemies,  the  greatest  subject  of  investigation  in  the  world  ; 
one  proof  of  which  the  infidel  himself  can  give,  namely,  that  in  every  oountiy 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  the  books  that  are  published  about  the  Bible  oat- 
number  the  books  published  about  anything  else,  twice  over.  Nobody  in  our 
day  can  escape  talking  about  the  Bible.  '  He  may  hate  orthodoxy  to  his  heart's 
content,  and  Vehemently  maintain  that  this  Hebrew  Book  is  an  incubus  on 
man's  or  woman's  progress;  but  write  about  it  or  talk  about  it  he  must,  becauBe 
it  is  a  great  something  which  mankind,  hunself  included,  find  it  Impossible  to 
ignore.  And  the  reason  for  this  impossibility  of  exhausting  the  Bible  so  that 
it  can  be  once  and  for  all  disposed  of,  answered,  or  finally  exploded,  is  simply 
because  somehow  it  touches  every  conceivable  point  of  human  history,  expe- 
rience and  investigation  so  singularly,  that  for  example,  the  geolojiist,  the 
philologist,  the  ethnologist,  the  historian,  the  literary  critic,  the  philosopher,  u 
well  as  the  man  in  every  department  of  life,  finds  in  it  what  seems  to  conoern 
him,  himself,  very  particularly.  It  has  been  stated,  for  instance,  in  the  be^t 
modern  work  on  naval  architecture,  that  all  the  remains  of  ancient  literature  do 
not  contain  half  the  information  about  the  navigation  of  the  Greeks  and  Romaoi 
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which  can  be  gathered  from  St.  Luke's  narrative  of  PauPB  voyage  and  ship- 
wreck. Hence  we  can  confidently  ask  what  possible  event  in  a  nation's  history 
on  the  one  hand,  or  in  a  single  individual's  personal  experience  on  the  other, 
or  again  what  study,  investigation  or  subject  for  human  thought,  scientific  or 
metaphysical,  can  be  named,  without  something  in  the  Word  of  God  which 
will  apply  to  it  just  as  surely  as  a  powerful  magnet  will  find  and  affect  a  grain 
of  iron  in  the  midst  of  a  heap  of  earthy  dust. 

But  if  all  this  be  true  it  is  plain  that  the  Bible  is  no  child's  book,  but  a  book 
demanding  the  attention  of  those  with  whom  the  heavy  hours  of  noon -time 
give  especial  significance  to  the  solemn  petition  of  the  Psalmist,  "  so  teach  us 
to  number  our  days  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom."  It  indeed 
contains  all  that  little  children  can  ever  need  or  that  can  be  needed  by  the  way- 
farer, though  a  fool.  But  in  its  inexhaustible  variety  of  heights  and  depths, 
the  Word  of  God  stands  as  the  g^at  subject  of  every  time  and  age  for  study  ; 
that  is,  in  other  words,  the  Book  for  grown  men  and  women,  who  are  the  only 
persons  that  are  able  to  study  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  ;  and  it  is  pre- 
cisely here  that  we  would  place  the  special  failure  of  the  church  in  our  day. 
Claiming  to  possess  a  revelation  from  Infinite  Wisdom,  the  church  at  present 
commits  the  unfolding  of  that  revelation  to  two  agencies.  First,  the  Sabbath - 
School,  which  graduates  its  Biblicat  scholars  at  the  average  limit  of  fourteen 
years,  and  secondly,  the  pulpit,  which  is  expected  to  teach  the  Bible  by  select- 
ing a  text  and  delivering  an  oration  about  it.  We  wish,  therefore,  now  to  pass 
to  our  second  point  for  discussion. 

Namely,  first,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  Sabbath  School  cannot 
be  the  school  for  Christians  in  the  Bible  after  twenty  years  of  age. 

SjBcondly,  nor  the  pulpit,  either,  because  it  is  not  its  function  to  teach,  but  to 
exhort.     In  other  words,  not  to  impart  instruction,  but  to  enforce  it. 

We  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  implying  or  suggesting  one  word  of  dis- 
paragement of  the  Sabbath  School,  when  we  say  that  it  is  wholly  unequal  to 
the  training  of  the  Church  against  the  enemy  in  our  times.  The  Sunday 
School  is  the  only  example  of  its  kind  in  history,  that  is,  of  a  religion  provid- 
ing an  important  exercise,  especially  for  children.  The  Olympian  religion  of 
antiquity  had  no  place  for  children,  nor  do  any  .of  the  forms  of  heathenism  in 
our  day  provide  for  the  perfect  praise  and  prayer  of  the  largest,  and  in  a  deep 
sense,  the  best  part  of  our  sin-stricken  race.  The  Mohammedan  faith,  which, 
next  to  Christianity,  is  the  most  living  faith  on  the  globe,  and  that  too,  because 
it  is  next  to  Christianity,  nevertheless  has  never  thought  of  making  a  special 
provision  for  the  worship  of  children.  It  is  the  Christian  Church  only,  which 
ever  conceived  of  such  a  thing.  But  the  Sabbath  School  is  in  reality  little  else 
than  an  exercise  of  child  worship.  Prayer  and  song  are  inevitable  and  very 
proper  parts  of  the  children's  meeting,  and  we  would  decidedly  oppose  all  at- 
tempts to  do  away  with  ^hose  parts  of  the  Sunday  hour  given  to  their  as- 
sembly. But  after  you  have  properly  performed  those  two  exercises  in  the 
Sabbath  School,  how  much  time  is  left  on  the  average  for  the  study  of  the 
Bible  ?  The  answer  is,  an  average  of  twenty-five  minutes  in  tens  of  thousands 
of  Sunday  Schools,  and  very  rarely  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Now  would  you 
be  willing  to  teach  geography  to  your  children  in  that  weekly  fashion  ?  How 
much  of  any  branch  of  human  knowledge  that  can  be  named,  would  we  on  the 
most  common  sense  principles  expect  to  be  imparted  by  an  organization  of  that 
sort  ?  The  fact  is  that  practically  the  Bible  is  as  little  known  in  its  entirety, 
by  this  method  of  instruction,  as  astronomy  or  geology  could  be  taught  by  a 
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festival  gathering,  ^7  on  Thursday  afternoon,  at  half -past  two  o'clock,  tk 
lesson  to  terminate  with  a  bell  ringing  at  half -past  three,  besides  a  part  of 
the  hour,  at  the  beginning,  being  taken  up  with  practising  two  song's  ;  an- 
other part  of  the  hour  is  frequently  allotted  to  some  gentleman  who  has  kiiidlT 
consented  to  come  in  and  tell  the  youthful  scholars  in  geology,  stories  of  hk 
visit  to  the  rocks  in  the  Yosemite  Valley.  Add  to  this  that  every  fourth  Thurs- 
day the  study  of  geology  is  dropped  altogether,  and  the  hour  is  then  devotei 
to  hearing  reports  of  the  spread  of  geological  science  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  Aus- 
tralia. Now  we  maintain  that  this  illustration  is  no  caricature  of  the  practical 
results  of  the  education  which  the  Sabbath  School  of  our  time  and  country  im- 
'p&Tts  in  Biblical  knowledge.  Nor  should  it  be  expected  to  do  any  more.  The 
Sabbath  School  affords  the  kind  of  instruction,  and  that  too,  in  a  right  fashion, 
which  children  need  ;  but  it  is  a  serious  mistake  to  suppose  that  Biblical  knowl- 
edge, such  as  men  and  women  require  in  our  time,  is  to  be  obtained  from  this 
nursery.  To  believe  this  is  tantamount  to  saying  that  the  Bible  is  a  primer, 
and  that  the  commonest  branches  of  secular  science  require  a  more  developed 
age  for  their  acquisition  than  does  the  Word  of  God. 

Unfortunately,  this  opinion  has  become  too  prevalent ;  many  half -educated 
young  persons  of  both  sexes  imagine  that  the  Bible  is  too  infantile  for  them  to 
study  it,  and  that  scientific  minds  are  arrayed  against  and  feel  themselveg 
above  it,  whereas,  there  is  not  a  circle  of  the  most  prominent  skeptics,  before 
whom  a  Biblical  scholar  could  fail  to  obtain  a  respectful  hearing,  just  becau£e 
he  was  a  Biblical  scholar.  Skeptics  in  our  day  are  ashamed  of  the  small  sneers 
of  the  infidels  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  neither  Voltaire's  gibes  nor  Gib- 
bon's inuendoes  would  find  acknowledgment  among  them.  It  is  not  becau^ 
the  Bible  itself  is  at  fault,  but  because  Christians  have  provided  themselves  so 
scantily  with  its  knowledge  that  skepticism  grows  either  insolent  or  patrcm- 
izing. 

Our  second  point  under  this  head  is,  that  it  is  not  the  function  of  the  pulpit 
to  teach  the  Bible. 

We  wish  to  emphasise  the  word  **  teach,"  because  otherwise  our  design  may 
be  totally  misapprehended.  We  need  not  say  that  what  we  expect  to  hear 
from  the  pulpit  is  the  sermon,  and  its  very  name  explains  what  a  sermon  is, 
namely,  an  oration.  The  tendency,  or  at  least  the  habit  of  our  times  is  to  de- 
mand of  each  minister  that  above  all  things  he  should  be  an  orator.  Now,  an 
orator  and  a  teacher  are  by  no  means  necessarily  identical.  Some  of  the  best 
teachers  in  the  world  in  every  branch  of  knowledge,  are  very  inferior  orators  on 
the  one  hand,  and  there'  are  church  orators  on  the  other  who  for  years  fill  great 
houses  with  crowds,  but  who  nevertheless  impart  a  very  slender  amount  of 
Biblical  knowledge.  To  take  a  text  and  preach  from  it,  of  course,  is  often  in 
practice  a  very  effective  way  of  affording  Biblical  instruction,  but  that  is  not  the 
chief  function  of  the  preacher  of  the  Gospel  m  our  times.  Instead  of  that  he  is 
to  awaken  the  conscienoe  rather  than  improve  the  mind,  to  stir  the  feelings,  in 
short,  to  enforce  the  truth  by  all  those  methods  which  the  Creator  has  provided 
whereby  men  are  moved  and  influenced  by  the  voice,  language,  gestures,  ton» 
and  visible  presence  of  a  living,  earnest  fellow  man.  But  it  is  a  serious  quee- 
tion  whether  our  age  is  not  letting  speech-making  run  wild.  If  a  minister  can- 
not produce  good  sermons,  or  at  least  make  up  other  deficiencies  with  good 
delivery,  church  trustees  begin  to  be  anxious  about  the  pew-rents.  Hence  il 
results  that  there  is  an  infinite  deal  of  talking  about  the  Bible  with  an  exceed- 
ingly slender  amount  of  knowledge  of  the  Bible.     We  go  to  hear  a  speech  and 
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come  awa^r  criticising  it  in  too  many  instances,  when  we  go  np  to  the  house  of 
the  Lord.  But  we  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  underrating  the  importance 
of  preaching,  for  no  Christian  can  do  this  with  the  plain  choice  of  this  means 
\>y  his  Master  for  the  promulgation  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  conversion  of  the 
"world.  All  we  wish  to  say  is  that  preaching  is  not  teaching,  and  that  l>esides 
the  oration  for  the  ears  of  Christian  men  and  women,  the  church  ought  to  pro- 
vide a  class  of  teachers  who  are  to  give,  not  sermons  about  the-  Word  of  God, 
but  lessons  in  it. 

Instead  of  compelling  every  minister,  therefore,  to  be  an  orator  and  to  com- 
pose nothing  but  sermons,  whatever  his  other  gifts,  we  would  earnestly  advo- 
cate the  setting  apart  of  one  of  the  Sabbath  exercises  in  every  church  in  our 
land  to  a  Bible  class  for  the  whole  congregation.  We  would  have  the  Bible 
class  grow  into  as  prominent  an  agency  of  the  church  as  the  Sabbath- school, 
-with  a  great  literature  of  its  own,  now  indeed  most  sadly  needed.  By  this 
means  it  is  true  that  we  would  miss  the  second  sermon,  but  that  loss  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  than  made  up  by  the  gain  of  Biblical  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
Christian  adults,  which,  we  repeat,  is  the  most  crying  want  of  our  times. 
Again,  it  is  much  more  likely  that  the  minister  can  write  one  good  sermon  than 
two.  Very  often  the  second  Sunday  sermon  resembles  a  meal  warmed  over,  in 
comparison  with  its  predecessor  in  the  morning,  and  if  it  does  not,  still  the 
liearers  are  apt  to  be  dull  and  uninterested  after  the  first  speech  has  been 
listened  to.  By  this  means  also  the  sphere  of  usefulness  of  the  ministry  will 
be  greatly  enlarged,  and  much  talent  of  a  high  order  utilized,  which  Is  now 
wasted.  For  no  matter  what  Biblical  knowledge  a  minister  may  have  to  Impart, 
by  the  present  system  we  oblige  him  to  put  it  into  the  form  of  a  hortatory 
address,  whereas  many  men  who  are  by  nature  well  qualified  to  be  teachers, 
are  yet  Indifferent  preachers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  the  Convention  t'\greed  to 
discuss  this  topic  until  five  o'clock. 

President  Porter  in  the  chair. 

M.  H.  Hodder,  London : 

I  would  first  say  this,  that  many  young  men  ask  how  are  we  to  conduct  these 
Bible  classes?  The  usual  way  with  us  Is  to  select  some  layman,  a  middle-aged 
man  with  a  young  man's  heart,  who  has  the  tact  to  bring  out  people.  We 
have  found  It  Is  better  to  get  such  a  man,  than  to  secure  various  clergymen  to 
take  the  class  in  turn. 

Thomas  S.  Cole,  Toronto : 

We  have  a  Bible  class  conducted  by  one  of  our  members.  Our  aim  is  to 
gather  in  young  men  out  of  the  street.  We  expect  the  members  of  the  Associ- 
ation to  engage  in  Sabbath  School  teaching,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  class  is  com- 
posed of  strangers.  We  have  seen  blessed  results  In  the  conversion  of  many 
souls. 

Charles  Douglass,  of  Toledo,  called  upon  Dr.  Thompson  to 
describe  the  New  York  Bible  class.     Dr.  Thompson : 

I  may,  in  a  few  words,  give  the  hlstorj'  of  the  New  York  Bible  class.  It  has 
been  in  my  charge  for  four  years.     I  am  a  professor  in  a  medical  college  which 
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has  students  from  every  State  in  the  Union,  from  many  States  of  BoQth 
America,  and  from  yet  more  distant  lands — a  most  motley  collection  of  nation- 
alities. There  are  upwards  of  a  thousand  medical  students  in  New  York  who 
have  been  very  much  neglected  by  the  Church.  Being  one  of  their  teachers, 
I  gave  notice,  some  years  ago,  at  the  end  of  a  lecture  on  Saturday,  that  I 
should  be  glad  to  meet  any  of  the  students,  on  the  following  Sunday,  in  the 
Amphitheatre  of  the  College,  to  begin  a  Bible  class.  It  was  quite  an  ex- 
periment, and  I  wondered  whether  any  would  come.  I  was  gratified  to  find 
nearly  the  entire  college  there — Roman  Catholics,  Jews,  Infidels,  and  Chris- 
tians. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  did  not  know  the  Christians  until  some  time 
afterwards.  I  carried  on  that  Bible  class  for  three  years  until  it  was  heard  of 
by  Mr.  McBumey  (who  hears  a  great  many  things),  and  he  invited  me  to  come 
to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms,  so  as  to  have  the  students  of  aU  the  medical  ooL 
leges.  I  did  so.  I  have  been  rather  sorry  for  it  sometimes,  because  I  could 
not  take  all  my  flock  with  me.  The  Catholics  especially  would  not  go,  although 
I  believe  I  have  15  or  20  Roman  Catholic  pupils  in  the  Association.  In  place 
of  medical  students  there  came  in  so  many  visitors  that  they  soon  oveifiowed 
the  little  lecture- room  up  stairs,  and  we  went  down  to  the  main  hall.  As  to 
the  mode  of  conducting  Bible  classes  I  discourage  debate  and  discussion. 
Nothing  kills  a  Bible  class  more  quickly  than  to  have  four  or  five  bom  talkers 
ventUating  their  opinions  and  starting  discussion.  We  do  not  come  there 
for  that  purpose,  but  for  instruction  ;  least  of  all  should  we  have  a  dis- 
cussion started  in  an  Association  between  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  or 
Episcopalian.  Another,  and  essential  point,  relates  to  the  subject  of  the 
lessons.  A  great  mistake  is  often  made  in  selecting  passages  of  the  Bible  that 
need  not  be  taught  at  all.  I  remember  a  minister  of  the  gospel  once  asked  me 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  lop  off  the  second  Sunday  sermon  and  try 
to  start  a  Bible  class.  He  took  the  first  ten  verses  of  a  chapter  in  John's  Gos- 
pel, which  every  child  in  the  congregation  would  understand ;  of  course,  no 
one  was  interested.  Instead  of  that,  had  he  taken  up  some  subject  in  the 
Bible,  following  it  in  a  systematic  course  of  instruction  the  whole  winter,  he 
would  have  both  interested  and  instructed  his  people.  For  three  years  I  have 
been  teaching  about  the  prophecies  in  the  Old  Testament  concerning  Christ. 
This  was  the  weapon  of  Paul  and  the  Apostles.  Opening  the  Scriptures  he 
proved  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  "What  Scriptures?**  The  Scriptures 
which  the  Jews  have  contain  irresistible  arguments  for  our  religion.  We  can 
find,  beginning  at  Genesis,  all  the  way  down  to  Malachi,  the  succession  of 
events  in  Christ's  history  distinctly  prophesied.  His  birth.  His  city  and  His 
ministry.  His  teaching,  sufferings  and  death,  and  the  exact  time  of  that  death  ; 
the  spread  of  his  kingdom  westward — all  are  clearly  foretold,  not  once,  but 
twice,  and  many  times,  and  as  many  different  ways.  This  line  of  argument 
is  simply  irresistible.  For  three  years  we  have  not  gone  further  than  Daniel. 
Another  subject  would  be  the  founding  of  the  Christian  Church,  an  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  Christianity.  This  study  would  begin  with  Acta.  Study  the 
history  in  these,  and  continue  through  the  New  Testament. 

Another  important  point  is  to  find  out,  among  your  class,  who  are  the  ones  to 
put  the  questions  to.  In  the  beginning,  it  is  very  necessary  to  have  a  great 
deal  of  the  conversational  element  predominant.  I  would  study  to  find  the 
questions  to  put — frame  those  questions  before  you  go  to  the  Bible  class. 
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The  foHowing^  questions  were  asked  of  Professor  Thompson : 

Q.  How  mach  time  do  70a  give  to  the  lesson  ?  • 

A.  One  honr. 

Q.  Are  70a  familiar  with  Mr.  Mood7'B  manner  of  conducting  a  Bible  reading? 

A.  No,  I  am  not.  I  would  wish  to  8a7  one  thing.  1  would  advise  eyer7 
teacher  and  member  of  a  class  to  use  the  Paragraph  Bible.  Ver7  often  the 
reading  of  a  Bible  in  paragraphs  has  given  me  for  the  first  time  the  idea  of  the 
real  intention  of  the  writer. 

Q.  Should  Associations  have  no  Bible  class,  that  have  not  an  excellent  teacher  ? 

A.  The7  will  make  such  a  teacher  if  the7  will  onl7  start.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  we  must  raise  and  cultivate  a  class  of  men  as  teachers  if  we  are  going  to 
have  good  Bible  classes.  But  we  must  have  Bible  classes  first,  and  these  classes 
will  make  the  teachers. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Thos.  J.  Wilkie : 

We  secured  a  Bible  class  b7  going  on  the  streets  and  inviting  7oungmen.  We 
sought  out  a  teacher.  We  discovered  in  a  certain  church  a  suitable  man,  who 
had  onl7  six  scholars.  We  told  him  to  bring  those  with  him  ;  and  he  came  to 
us.  He  soon  had  150  in  the  class.  That  man  devotes  an  hour  ever7  da7  to  the 
8tud7  of  the  lesson.  He  is  a  ver7  bus7  man,  and  when  he  sends  his  children 
to  school  in  the  morning  he  studies  his  lesson.  In  the  class  he  urges  the  mem- 
bers  to  prepare  themselves,  and  asks  questions  onl7  of  the  members.  In  this 
wa7  it  appears  to  be  a  conversational  Bible  class,  although  the  outsiders  are  not 
aware  it  is  so  arranged. 

Q.  (Of  Dr.  Thompson.)  What  do  70U  think  of  the  scholar  confining  himself 
to  Scriptural  answers,  rather  than  choosing  his  own  language  ? 

A.  I  think  he  should  talk  as  he  pleases. 

Robert  Weidensall : 

There  is  a  man  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  who  has  in  his  use  of  the  Bible  reached 
inan7  70ung  men.  He  has  been  studTing  the  Bible  for  one  7ear  with  great  en- 
erg7.  In  his  store,  when  he  is  not  engaged  in  mercantile  duties,  he  is  studTing 
Qod*s  Word,  In  the  morning  after  breakfast,  until  he  goes  to  his  business,  his 
Bible  is  open,  and  he  studies  it.  You  would  think  this  harassing,  but  it  is  not 
so.  When  he  hears  of  an7  man  who  seems  to  have  a  special  knowledge  of  the 
Bible,  he  writes  to  him.     He  spends  much  mone7  in  this  absorbing  stud7. 

J.  P.  Lane,  Bristol,  R  I. : 

I  regard  this  paper  of  Dr.  Thompson's  as  one  of  the  most  important  document^ 
that  has  come  before  us  through  the  session  of  this  Convention.  I  rise  simpl7 
to  express  the  wish  that  it  should  be  published  in  some  permanent  form,  so  that 
we  ma7  have  it  for  future  use  ;  sa7  a  pamphlet  for  distribution. 

G.  W.  Alexander,  of  Indianapolis,  seconded  the  idea,  and 
pledged  $25  for  this  purpose. 

G.  H.  Griffin,  of  Stamford,  Conn. : 

Spoke  of  Dr.  Thompson's  Bible  Class  in  New  York,  as  a  unique  class.  It  is 
aistructive,  not  to  beginners  and  Sunda7  Scholars,  but  to  the  best  minds  of 
New  York  Cit7.    Educated  men  and  Professors  attend.    Sometimes  he  has  a 
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thoasand  people  in  the  hall.  Every  Association  cannot  have  such  a  class.  In 
many  of  our  socieii^s  they  will  be  more  devotional  and  conversationaL  We 
cannot  all  secure  snch  leaders  as  the  one  whom  we  have  heard  this  aftemooo 
with  BO  much  intereE^  and  pleasure. 

S.  A.  Taggart  moved  that  the  time  of  the  discxission  be  ex- 
tended fifteen  minutes.     Carried. 

H.  A.  Wheeler  spoke  in  favor  of  discussions  in  the  Bible 
Classes. 

Dr.  Thompson,  in  answer  to  a  question,  said  : 

I  am  opposed  to  discussions  in  public  for  this  reason:  I  have  never  seen 
anything  g^ned  by  it.  I  never  yet  heard  of  anybody  who  was  convinced  by  a 
discussion  in  public.  If  you  can  take  a  man  by  himself  and  talk  to  him,  yon 
maybe  able  to  change  his  mind,  but  if  you  put  him  in  an  audience  and  get  him 
to  maintain  opinions  against  you,  you  may  talk  for  fifty  years  and  be  where  yon 
were  at  the  beginning. 

S.  A.  Taggait : 

I  would  like  to  know  how  these  Bible  Classes  are  conducted  ?  I  wish  to  stat* 
here  that  we  had  a  visit  from  our  brother  Moody,  and  he  gave  us  a  Bible  leESon 
on  **  Love.''  He  reviewed  some  20  or  25  passages  on  love,  and  illustrated  them 
in  his  own  peculiar  way.  We  talk  about  the  simplicity  of  certain  parts  of  the 
Scriptures.  We  want  the  truth  of  the  Bible  in  its  simplicity.  Mr.  Moody's 
simple  Bible  reading  that  night  stimulated  us  to  a  new  enthusiasm  in  studying 
the  Word  of  God. 

R  C.  Morse : 

In  visiting  Halifax  I  found  an  Association  Bible  class,  which  had  been  in  ex- 
istence since  1853.  It  had  been  steadily  supported,  without  any  prominent 
leader,  by  the  patient,  devoted  enthusiasm  of  the  Christian  young  men  com- 
posing the  Association.  They  come  together  week  after  week  to  study  the 
Word  of  God.  There  is  not  very  much  enthusiasm,  not  a  very  large  crowd, 
but  they  quietly  and  profitably  study  the  Word,  and  this  has  been  fruitful  in 
results  of  the  most  substantial  sort. 

H.  P.  Hopkins,  Cincinnati : 

I  think  the  morning  papers  interfere  with  our  study  of  the  Bible.  I  make  a 
point  of  reading  the  Bible  every  day  before  the  papers.  That  brother  in  Illi- 
nois has  got  the  Bible  on  the  brain.     **  Go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

Geo  A.  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I  simply  wish  to  say  that  the  eiffect  of  Mr.  Moody's  visit  in  Washington  waa 
that  the  religious  book- store  sold  out  all  the  pocket  Bibles  it  had  on  hand. 
Such  a  universal  study  of  the  Scriptures  was  never  known  before  there.  I 
think  the  secret  of  our  success  is,  that  we  are  studying  God's  Word.  How  far 
should  the  study  of  the  Bible  be  topical  ?  I  know  one  of  the  young  men  who 
takes  up  the  subject  of  Faith,  studies  it  over  and  over  before  he  is  ready  to  go 
to  his  class.  This  study  helps  our  prayer  meetings.  The  young  men  are  all 
ready  to  say  a  word  to  real  edification. 
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Robert  Smith,  of  St  Paul,  Minn.,  made  some  remarks,  closing 
the  discussion. 

The  Convention  then  sang,  « 

**  With  humble  heart  and  tongue/' 
and,  on  motion  of  Geo.  A.  Hall,  G.  W.  Cobb,  Railroad  Secretary 
of  the  Cleveland  Association,  was  allowed  five  minutes  to  tell  the 
Convention  of  the  Railroad  work  in  his  city.     He  said  : 

Two  jears  ago  several  of  the  niembers  of  our  Association  asked  the  privUege 
of  starting  a  Sunday  afternoon  meeting  in  one  of  the  waiting  rooms  of  the  raU- 
road  depot.  The  request  was  granted,  and  from  that  has  sprung  the  wonder- 
ful work  which,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  is  now  in  progress  there.  There 
was  a  large  room  about  40  by  46  feet,  and  application  was  made  for  it  to  the 
authorities.  They  painted  and  furnished  it  with  both  chairs  and  carpets,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $8,000.  They  warm  and  light  it,  and  supply  it  with  literature.  It 
is  open  all  hours  of  the  day,  with  the  special  object  of  Inducing  5,000  raUroad 
men  to  come  there,  instead  of  frequenting  places  of  evU  resort.  We  have  a 
Sunday  afternoon  meeting  at  8  o'clock  ;  and  a  short  time  ago  it  was  held  on 
seven  consecutive  Sabbaths  by  railroad  men — conductors,  engineers,  trwn-de- 
spatchers  and  others.  When  I  began,  eighteen  months  ago,  to  help  in  this 
work,  I  had  none  of  them  to  help  me,  but  now  these  employees  of  every  g^rade 
work  with  a  will,  lead  our  meetings,  and  help  everywhere.  Hardly  a  week 
passes  but  some  poor  boy  is  caught  between  the  cars,  or  in  other  ways  is  fear 
fully  injured.  We  care  for  these  sick  and  wounded.  Said  one  who  had  been 
cared  for  many  days  :  **  I've  got  a  practical  idea  of  religion  and  the  life  of 
Jesus  that  I  never  had  learned  of  before."  Blessed  results  have  followed  from 
every  effort  put  forth  in  this  railroad  work. 

The  Convention  then  united  in  singing  the  "  Gospel  Train," 
after  which  the  motion  was  made  by  E.  A.  Hutchins,  that  the 
minutes  of  the  present  session  be  read  after  the  reports  of  Com- 
mittees.    Carried. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Credential  Committee  was  then, 
upon  motion,  received  : 

BXICDnVB  COMMnTBB. 

CEPHAS  BBAINERD.         I  ROBBBT  B.  McBIJRNBY.    I  T.  G.  SBLLBW.  jR. 
EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS.     |  JAMBS  STOKBS.  Jr.  |  BBITJAMIN  C.  WBTMOBE. 

Richard  C.  Morsr,  OtngrtU  S$cntary. 

CORRBSPOlTDIKO  MBMBBRS  OP  THB  EXBCUHVR  ComOTTBR. 

EBSEINB  UHL.  PoaKhkeepaie,  New  York. 
y   D.  TAYLOR.  Detroit,  Michigan. 
GEORGE  A.  YOUNG,  Hamlltoa.  Ontario. 


OBOKGE  A.  HALL,  Waahlngton.  D.  C 

CORKESFOMDINO  MBMBBRS. 

H.  H.  HODDER,  L'mdon,  England. 

P.  H.  BBEMER,  Port  Henry,  New  York, 

W  B.   WOODBRIDGB.  Port  Henry,  New 

York 
HOSBS  H.  WILDCB,  Meriden,  Conn. 
CHARLES  D.  TUCK6R.  Worcester.  Mast. 
R.  K.  REMINGTON.  Fall  River,  Maes. 
J.  P.  ROSCOB.  Norwalk,  Conn. 
LYVf  AN  ABBOTT.  D.D.,  Cornwall,  N.  Y. 
JOHN  B.  SANDS,  ComwaU,  N.  Y. 


L.  P.  ROWLAND,  Boston,  Massacknsettc 
S.  A.  TAGGART.  Plttsbargh,  Pennsylvania. 
D.  W.  GLASS,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 


O   H.  HAZARD.  LaGranse. 

WILLARD  M,  PHILLIPS.  Newbnrg,  N.Y. 

CHARLBS  COOK.  Cincinnati,  Cbio. 

EDWARD  W.  ABBY,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

A   C.  STOLZ.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

PBANC  IS  FOBBBS,  N.  Y. 

F.  W.  WAGNER,   PnbUsher  of  lUuttraUd 

Ohrutian  WeeHy. 
T.  J.  HAMILTON,  New  York,  Stenographer 

of  Convention. 
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BRIT.    PR9FIIIOC8. 

JUMHW   ItKUNSiriCK. 

Miramiehi. 
BOBBRT  SINCLAIB. 

8t.  John. 
E.  T.  C.  KNOWLES. 

NOTA   SOOTIA. 

Halifax. 
WILLIAM  ROCHE,  Jb., 

C.  K.  PUTTNEK. 

Truro. 
jr.  Hv  KENT, 
WILLIAM  CUMMINGS. 

ONTAJUO« 

Quelvh, 
S.  8.  BATES. 

Hamilton. 
SHERIFF  E.  0.  THOMAS, 
O.  A.  YOITNG. 

IngergoU. 

D.  A.  SnfCLAIB. 

Port  Hop*. 
FRED.  LOCKWOOD, 
ROBERT  GRAY. 

Ttrontb. 

B.  BACK, 
ROBERT  MORPHT, 
THOMAS  8.  COLE, 
THOMAS  J.  WILKIE. 

PRINCE  KDWAKP'8 
ISLAND. 

Charlottetoion, 
W.  W.  AITOBRSOir. 

Montreal. 
W.  J.  B.  PATTERSON. 
J.  B.  McCONNELL. 

AI.ABAJIIA. 

Marion. 
I).  P.  GOODHtTE. 
Selma. 
N.  J).  CROSS, 
JAMES  W.  LAPSLBT, 

C.  W.  HOOPER. 

OONNECTIOI7T. 

Antonia. 
W.  D.  GALPIN, 
CHALES  E.  STEELE. 

M^riden. 
W.  E.  BENHAM. 
R.  L.  WHITEHEAD. 

MUford. 
GEORGE  fl.  GRIPFIir. 

New  Haven. 
J.  H.  STARKWEATHER, 
GEORGE  P.  HOLT. 

New  London. 
J.  N.  HARRIS, 
CHARLES  M.  WILCOX, 

E.  MORGAK. 

PlantMville. 
J.  W.  HONCHEN. 

IM8T.  of  OOIilTlflBIA. 

Howard  TTniversHp. 
T.  Mo  C.  STEWART, 
J.  B.  PAGE. 


Watkington. 
O.  O.  HOWARD, 
JAMES  MELDRUM, 
J.  E.  CARPENTER, 
R.  C.  CRAWFORD, 

E   YOUNGS,        . 

WILLIAM  8TICKNEY, 

F.  H.  SMITH. 

eSORGlA. 

Auguita. 
JAMES  P.  YBBDERY. 

IN1»IANA. 

India$utpoUM. 
LB  ROY  W.  BRADEN, 
JAMES  FISHER, 
LEE  W.  MUBTHALL, 

G.  W.  ALEXANDER. 

ILLINOIS. 

Aurora. 
D.  J.  PEKK. 

MAINB. 

Levriston. 
S.  J.  GOULD. 

Portland. 
D.  H.  HANNABURG. 

Winthrop. 
0.  M.  BAILEY. 

mCARVLANR. 

Baltimore. 
JOSEPH  A.  BOLGIANO, 
J,  T.L.  GRAHAM. 
WTLLIAM  H.  HORNER, 
J.  D.  MICHAEL. 

WM.  E.  Hoffman. 

Frederick  Oitv, 
H.  X.  CARMACK. 

Hagergtown. 
W.  S.  HERBERT. 


HI  A  SS  ACn  USBTTS. 

AmherH  OoUsge. 
J.  H  B.  HEADLBY. 

AUlshoro. 
J.  O.  TIFFANY, 
WTLLIAM  H.  GOULD. 

Belehertotpn. 

A.  E.  FERRY. 
WHITE  H.  HAWKS. 

Blaekitone. 
GBORGB  J.  BALDWIN. 

Boston. 
RUSSELL  STURGIS,  Jr. 
W.  H,  FAY, 
GEO.  H.  SHAW. 
DANIEL  L.  CHUFBUCK, 
HENRY  W.  KIMBALL, 
L.  P.  ROWLAND. 

Boston  Highlands. 
L.M.  CHASE. 
W.  R.  CALLBNDER. 

OharUstovm. 
WILLIAM  W.  FISH. 

Cheisea. 
CHARLES  W.  MERRILL. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY. 

FaUBiver. 

B.  A.  BUCK. 

J.  C.  HADDOCK, 
LB  ROY  SARGENT. 


Fiteklnay^ 
G,  W.  H.  CLARKE, 
M.  H.  WHITNEY. 

Gardner. 
DANIEL  ATKINS, 
J.  L.  ALGER. 

Grtufton. 
BDMUND  PC  APRON. 

HaverkOL 
DATID  BOYNTON, 
J.  B.  EMERY. 

Holden. 
JOSEPH  H.  GLEASON, 
GBORGB  H.  GODDARD. 

Jjsieestfr. 
ALBERT  WARREN. 

Leominster. 
E.  P.  MOODY. 

LoufsB, 
J    E.  WEAVER, 
BCENRY  J.  McCOY, 
B.  P.  WOODS. 

Lunn. 
R.  W.  HALL. 

A.  S.  ROWBLL, 
W.  H.  HALL, 
H.  W.  FRENCH. 

MUford. 
T.  M.  OSBORNE. 

Natiek. 

B.  T.  TURNER. 

N^Bstiford. 
DANIEL  BESSEY, 
ALLEN  F.  WOOD- 

Nordkompton. 
IDGMAN. 

Orange. 
T.  B.  HOLLAND. 
Beading. 
GEO.  A.  RICHARDSON 
R.  D.  TEMPLE. 

Boebaort. 
THOMAS  HTOTON, 
O.  L.  LEONARD. 

Salem. 
FRED.  DeBOS, 
GBORGB  A.  DAYIS. 

SomerviXU, 
H.  M.  MOORE, 
S.  N.  WATSON. 

South  Deer/ield. 

C.  S.  BROOKS. 

South  Gardner. 
CHARLES  P.  WOOD, 
C.  H.  GREENWOOD. 


S.  B.  BRIDGM 


DANIEL  A.  BALL, 
A.  R.  BABCOCK. 


JOHN  A.  CAS 

SAMUEL  P.  HALLOCK. 

WetdH»ro. 
J.  A.  TROWBRIDGE. 

WestflOd. 
B.  B.  SMITH. 

WiUiams'  OoOegs, 
M.  M.  VAN  BTTBN, 
0.  H.  WATSON. 
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Woreettm; 
JOSHUA  FREKMAN, 
HENRY  A.  WHEELER, 
H.  F.  LELAND, 
GEORGE  C.  WHITNEY, 
T.  K.  EARLB, 
I^  P.  GODDARD. 

niOSIGAlf. 

I>etro%L 
C.  W.  ARNOLD, 
E.  B.  MOODY. 

Orand  Bapidt. 
HORBAU  S.  CROSBY. 

Olivet 

m.  a.  bullock. 
heinnksota. 

Minneapolis. 
ISAAC  C.  SEELEY. 

St.  PauL 
ROBERT  SMITH. 

NBW  SAIHPSHllftB. 

Ooneotd. 
M.  B.  CRITCHETT, 
W.  P.  MARDEN. 

Man^eeter. 
CHARLES  P.  WBLLMAK, 
P.  K.  CHANDLER, 
L.  FRENCH. 

NRW  JBitSEY* 


Btufotme. 
^.M  H.  IMl 


WILLIAM  H.  IMBRIE, 
HENRY  C.  SELVAGE. 

BoonUm. 
JOHN  HILL. 
H.  C.  JENKINS. 

Jerew  0%. 
W.  L.  DOWNS. 

Jereeu  Oity  (Bedding). 
e.  M.  RITTENHOaSE, 
CHARLES  C.  CLARE. 

Montelair. 
CHARLES  B.  MORRIS. 

NewBrwumek. 
I>.  C.  ENGLISH, 
F.  R.  STOUT. 

Neuiark, 
H.  F.  OSBORNE, 
JAMES  S.  OSTRANDBR, 
SDWARD  T.  CONE, 
£LWOOD  C.  HARRIS. 
T.F.JOHNSON. 

Newton. 
HRNRY  J.  RUDD. 


Orange. 
3C0TT. 


C.  J.  PRESCO 

FlainftM. 
J.  D.  8PICER. 

Trenton, 
JOHN  C.  TITUS, 
JAMES  BUCHANAN, 
J.  C.  BROWN, 
LEWIS  PA^:eR,  Jr. 

NBir  YOttK. 

Ameterdam, 
A.  H.  MOORE. 

Auburn. 
S.  B.  ALMY. 

Brooklyn. 
AKTHONY  COMSTOCK, 
W.  M.  MARTm, 
S.  8.GIDD1MUS. 


Brooklyn,  B.  D. 
WALLACE  P.  GROOM, 
FRANK  R.  HIBBARD. 

Buffalo. 
1.  G.  JENKIN& 

OomeU  TTniveraUy. 
J.  N.  COOK. 

Ea$t  Brooldyn. 
EDWARD  JONES. 

Qothen. 

B.  R.  CHAMPION, 

C.  B.  MILLSPAUGH. 

Qreenpoint. 
L.  B.  HOTNAFORD 
J.  N.  STEARNS. 

Hudeon. 
HENRY  W.  RACE, 

D.  C.  WILDEY. 

New  Utrecht 
CHARLES  S.  WRIGHT, 
ANDREW  HEGEMAN. 

New  York. 
EDWARD  COLGATE, 
GEORGE  H.  ALLEN, 
G.  A.  PINKNEY, 
WILLIAM  F.  LSE, 
J.  C.  HAVBMEYBR, 
GEORGE  M.  VANDERLIP. 
R.  C.  MORSE. 
New  York  {Bowery  Bretnt^) 
JOHN  DOOLBY, 
JOHN  MOSa 

New  York  {Eastern  BmndL) 
J.  F.  PATTON, 
WM.  P.  SANDFORD. 

New  York  {Harlem  Branch,) 
JAMES  POLLOCK, 
A.  L.  HADDAN. 

North  Shore  {8. 1,) 
F.  N.  BAKRETT, 
W  H.  H.  DUlXtr. 

Ottoego. 
D.H.  EMERSON,  D.D. 

Oweqo. 
T.  I.  OHATFIELD, 

FeekAUL 
CHARLES  L.  WHEBLER. 

Poughkeepeie. 
MITCHELL  DOWNING, 
HENRY  V.  PELTON. 

Boeheeter  TTnivereity. 
W.  S.  STICKNBY. 

Borne. 
H.  S.  NINDB. 

Seheneetady. 
LOCKWOOD  HOYT, 
J.  J.  MARLETT, 
WILLIAM  WELLS. 

Syraeuee. 
W.  T.  FRANK  I  IN, 
GEO.  A.  MOSHER. 

Walden. 
M.  SCHOONMAKER, 
THOMAS  WOOD. 


OHUO. 

Oineinnati. 
H.  THANE  MILLER, 
JOHN  H.  CHBBVER, 
SIMEON  SMITH, 
H.  P.  HOPKINS. 


OUoeland. 
WILLIAM  BOWLER, 
G.  W.  COBB, 
W.  J.  COOKE, 
H.  H.  HAMLEN, 

A.  J.  TRUESDBLL. 

Dayton. 
H.  P.  ADAMS, 
JOHN  DODDS 
C.  V.  OSBORNE. 

Hamilton. 
JOHN  S.  REEDER. 

Toledo. 
CHARLES  DOUGLASS, 
T.  A.  NELSON. 

ZaneniUe. 
H.  G.  O.  CARY. 

PBNNSYI.TANIA. 

BrookmUe. 
M.  H.  HALL. 

OarUele. 
ALBERT  A.  LINE, 
JOHN  GOOD. 

Baeton. 
J.  B.  WAMSLEY, 
P.  8.  MERRILL. 

FranJ^ord. 
CHARLBS  H.  WILSON, 
THOMAS  C.  PEARSON. 

€termantown. 
ALBERT  L.  KELLY, 
M.  L.  FINCKBL. 

Breat  Bend. 
CHARLBS  E.  BALDWIN. 

Harrieburg. 
DAVID  C.  KOLP, 
J.  F.  SBILER. 

HulmevitU. 

B.  G.  HARRISON. 
JESSE  .H.  KNIGHT. 

Johnstown. 
WM.  McLAUGHLtBT. 
W.  A.  STB  WART. 

■Tiflnffxifitr 
WALTER  SUTTON. 

Borough  of  Lebanon. 
"WILLIAM  G.  WARD. 

Penn.  Oolkge^  €fetiysburg. 

C.  H.  TRAVERS. 

Philadelphia. 
THOMAS  MARSHALL, 
J.  J.  JOYCE,  Jr., 
WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
T.  A.  FERNLBY. 

Pittsburgh, 
H.  K.  PORTER, 
ROBERT  A.  ORR, 
YATES  HICKEY, 
W.  K.  JENNINGS. 

Seranton. 

B.  B.  STURGES, 
THOMAS  McCUNE, 
CHARLES  HENWOOD. 

Sh^^pensbwg. 
W.  W.  TAYLOR, 
J.  X.  QIHGLEY. 

TunkhasMOck. 
J.  L.  RACE. 

WilUamsport 
H.  H.  OTTO. 
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York, 
J.  F.  STRAW INSKI, 
DAVID   FAnS. 
hETER  C.  WIEST. 

RHODE  ISIiAND. 

Bristol 
J.  P.  LANE. 

Providenee. 
WARREN  R.  PERCE, 
THO^klAS  W.  CHACB, 
W.  H.  ANDERSON. 
LEANDEK  SCOTT, 


C.  B.  TILLINQHAST, 
AMOS  C.  BARSTOW,  Jr., 
J.  M.  TALCOTT. 

Wetterlif. 
THOMAS  O.  CROCKER. 

TBKinONT, 

Burlington. 
WILLIAM  E.  HAZEN, 
C.  S.  HALSET. 

Charlotte, 
8.  S.  PAGE. 


HontpOitr. 
A.J.HOWE. 
H.  A.  SPENCBR. 

8L  Johnslmrp. 
C.  A.  SAVAGE. 

WinooikL 
HARLOW   S.RICE, 
HIRAM  PADDOCK. 


VIRGINIA. 

Roanoke  OoUege  {Salem). 
JULIUS  D.  DKBUKK. 


On  motion  of  H.  Tliane  Miller  the  report  was  accepted,  with- 
the  thanks  of  the  Convention. 

The  Business  Committee,  through  T.  McC.  Stewart,  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  accepted. 

EVENING  MEETING— Saturday,  July  12. 

Service  of  Song  In  the  Opera  Hoaoe  at  ^  to  8  o'clock,  led  by  Wm.  Johnson. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Griffin,  of  Mllford.  Conn. 

Bible  Reading  by  T.  A.  Nelson,  of  Toledo.  Sabject,  the  ''seven  I  wUU  of 
Scripture,"  (80  min.)»  followed  by  addresses  from  the  following  brethren  :  Wm. 
Roche,  Jr.,  Halifax,  N.  S. ;  Jas.  Pv  Lane,  Bristol,  R.  I  ;  Wm.  Johnson,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Benediction,  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  M.  Brown,  of  Poaghkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Farewell  meeting  at  the  Opera  House  to-morrow,  at  7i  P.  M.,  preceded  by  a 
service  of  song  led  by  Wm,  Johnson,  for  one-quarter  of  an  hour. 

Addresses  will  be  delivered  by  the  following  brethren  :  Joseph  A.  Bolgiano, 
Baltimore,  Md. ;  J.  S.  Ostrander,  Newark,  N.  J. ;  W.  W.  Anderson,  Charlotte- 
town,  P.  E.  I. ;  'Wm.  Stickney,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  H.  Thane  Miller,  Cin- 
cinnati ;  John  H.  Matthews,  Poughkeepsie. 

An  additional  meeting  will  also  be  held  at  the  Reformed  Church,  comer  Main 
and  Washington  streets,  at  7^  P.  M.  to-morrow,  in  order  to  accommodate  those 
who  may  not  secure  admittance  to  the  Opera  House,  to  be  led  by  Vice-President 
O.  O  Howard,  df  Washington. 

Addresses  will  be  made  by  P.  D.  Taylor.  Detroit,  Mich.;  E.  T.  C.  Enowlet, 
S  .  John,  N.  B.;  J.  H.  Starkweather,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Jas.  P.  Verdery,  Au- 
gusta, Ga. 

Geo.  A.  Hall,  of  the  Devotional  Committee,  announced  Sunday 
Schools  and  open-air  services,  at  which  delegates  would  speak, 
during  Sunday. 

N.  D.  Cross,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  this  Eighteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces,  tenders  its  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  to 
those  who  have  so  largely  contributed  to  the  pleasure  and  profitableness  of  oar 
session,  and  to  the  comfort  of  the  delegates : 

Tu  the  Poughkeepsie  Association  for  its  generous  reception  and  entertain- 
ment ;  to  the  committee  and  ushers,  acd  to  the  pages,  who  have  so  faithfully 
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ftttended  upon  the  seasioas  of  the  Oonvention,  and  to  the  citiiens  of  Pough- 
keepsie  for  their  kindness  iand  hospftalitj. 

To  all  hotels  and  railroad  and  steamboat  companies  which  hare  made  redac 
tion  of  rates  for  dele^tee. 

To  the  pastor  and  trustees  of  the  Washing^n  Street  Methodist  Chnrch  for 
the  ose  of  its  building  for  the  sessions  of  the  Convention. 

To  the  press  of  Poughkeepsie,  whose  columns  have  been  bo  largely  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Convention. 

To  the  citj  authorities,  ahd  to  the  pastors  of  the  churches,  for  cordial  sym- 
pathj  and  welcome. 

To  the  citiiens  generally,  who  have  manifested  t)ieir  interest  In  the  good 
work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  not  only  by  their  attendance  upon  our  sessions, 
but  by  their  many  kind  and  encouraging  words  and  acts. 

Bswived,  That  the  thanks  of  the  delegates  attending  the  Eighteenth  Inter- 
national Conrention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  at  Poughkeepsie,  are  hereby  heartily 
and  earnestly  tehdered  the  ladies  of  this  city,  who  have  so  nobly  devoted  time 
and  labor  to  make  our  stay  among  them  pleasant. 

Adopted,  with  the  following  resolution : 

R'isolned,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  the  fair  and  impartial  manner  with  which  he 
has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cross,  of  Alabama,  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee was  authorized  to  print  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention, 
and  mioutes  of  the  afternoon  session,  without  reading. 

The  Convention  then  arose  and  sang 

'*  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,'* 
and  was  dismissed  with  the  Benediction  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Lane, 
of  Rhode  Island. 
Adjourned. 


EVENING  SESSION— Saturday. 

The  Opera  House  mseting  in  the  evening  was  presided  over 
by  M.  S.  Crosby,  the  first  Vice  President,  and  was  opened  by  a 
short  service  of  song,  led  by  Mr.  Johnson.  George  A.  Griffin, 
Milford,  Conn.,  offered  prayer. 

Halt  an  hour  was  then  given  to  a  Bible  reading  by  T.  A. 
Nelson,  of  Toledo ;  subject,  seven  "  I  wills  "  of  Scriptura  These 
were  to  be  found  in 

Matt.  viii.  8 ;  x.  33  ;  xi.  28 ;  iv.  19.    John,  vi.  40 ;  xiv.  18  &  xvii.  24. 
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These  passages  were  enforoed  in  afihort  exhortation  fonnd  on 
each.     Mr.  Johnson  sang 

"  To  Jesus  I  wUl  go." 

A  request  for  prayers  for  a  young  man  whose  family  are 
Bomanists,  but  who  is  anxious  for  his  soul  and  desires  to  live 
aright,  was  presented. 

Mr.  Miller  offered  a  short  prayer  in  reply  to  the  request 
William  Roche,  Jr.,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  ^as  the  next 

speaker,  and  showed  that  God  is  always  willing  to  save  sinners. 

"What  is  wanted  is  ior  the  sinner  ^so  to  say,  **  I  wilL" 

James  P.  Lane,  of  Bristol,  R  L,  asked  all  to  accept  Jeeus  as 
their  friend,  that  they  might  be  in  full  sympathy  with,  an 
receive  blessing  from  him. 

Mr.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Piatt  sang  a  duett, 

*'  Where  do  jou  Journey,  my  hrother  Y* 
After  which  William  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia,  delivered  the 
closing  address,  which  was  an  exhortation  similar  in  earnestness 
and  warmth  of  appeal  to  that  which  had  preceded. 

The  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Eev.  R  M.  Brown,  of 
Poughkeepsie. 


FAEEWELL  MEETING— SutoAY  Evening. 

At  8  o'clock  the  meeting  was  opened  in  the  Opera  House  by 
a  service  of  song,  led  by  William  Johnsoti.  The  Eev.  Mr. 
Parker,  of  Poughkeepsie,  offered  prayer. 

President  H.  K.  Porter  said : 

We  have  come  together,  dear  friends,  for  the  last  meeting  of  this  Convention. 
We  are  about  to  separate.  As  we  have  already  done,  let  ns  contimie  to  c^ 
that  God  win  impress  hy  His  spirit  aU  that  has  been  said,  and  establidi  it  to 
His  glory. 

The  President  then  introduced  William  Stickn^,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. : 
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He  urged  the  importance  and  value  of  the  Christian  life,  and  the  fact  that 
all,  men  of  the  world  as  well  as  Christians,  admitted  the  emptiness  and  vanity 
of  life  out  of  Christ.  He  appealed  to  all  to  accept  the  true,  rather  than  the 
false. 

The  vast  audience  rose  and  sang 

"Jesus  lover  of  my  soul." 

After  which  W.  W.  Anderson,  of  Prince  Edwards  Island, 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  working  now,  as  if  each  day  was  our 
last 

Joseph  A  Bolgiano,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  addressed  especially 
the  young  man,  whoever  he  might  be,  who  has  not  been  touched 
by  any  appeal  made  at  this  Convention.  He  asked  any  such 
person  not  to  defer  answering  the  call  of  the  Spirit  because  he 
expected  to  receive  mercy  at  some  future  time,  and  offered  all  a 
share  in  the  grace  of  God,  which,  like  the  sunlight,  can  be  en- 
joyed by  all,  and  yet  is  ample  to  supply  as  many  more,  and  can 
never  be  exhausted. 

Mr.  Miller  sang 

"  Reach  me  thy  hand." 

J.  S.  Ostrander,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  spoke  in  a  similar  strain 
of  effective  appeal. 
After  singing 

"  In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  glory." 

John  H.  Matthews,  Poughkeepsie,  said : 

It  Bsems  nitarly  impossible  for  me  to  oonvc^r  to  yon  any  adequate  sense  of  the 
feelinif  that  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Association.  We  welcomed  you 
with  a  hearty  greeting,  beoause  we  were  right  glad  to  see  you.  Rapidly  has  the 
time  slipped  away,  and  now  we  feel  sad  as  we  know  you  are  so  soon  to  leave  us. 
But  we  bless  God  that  He  has  brought  you  here,  and  we  pray  that  He  will  send 
you  away  clothed  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit.  You  have  come  among  us,  and  by 
your  oounsels  and  prayers,  in  which  we  have  joined,  we  have  been  uplifted  until 
with  you  we  have  rejoiced  to  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Each  one  of  us  is  thinking  what  is  to  be  the  influence  of  this  Convention  upon 
me  ?  We  have  taken  counsel  together  as  to  how  we  might  better  perform  the 
work  the  Master  has  given  each  one  of  us  to  do.  His  voice  comes  to  us,  "  Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.**  Let  us  obey  that  blessed  voice,  and 
ntkow  that  it  is  not  in  vain  that  He  has  conferred  upon  us,  the  workers  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  of  our  land  and  the  Provinces,  the  blessed  privilege  we  have  enjoyed 
of  eoming  here  and  taking  sweet  counsel  together. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  shaking  hands  with  your  president,  as  your  repre- 
Mntative,  I  say  "  Good-bye,"  which  means  "  God  be  with  you,  and  bless  you  with 
Hifltichest  blesBings  in  Christ  Jesus." 
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President  Porter : 
And  abide  with  you. 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Taggart  sang 
*'  I  gave  mj  life  for  thee.'* 

A  few  moments  of  silent  prayer  was  followed  by  an  audible 
petition  from  Mr.  Hodder,  of  London. 

President  Porter: 

There  is  another  from  whom  we  have  as  yet  heard  comparatively  little,  but 
to  whom  we  are,  as  a  invention,  under  great  obligation.  We  cannot  acknowl- 
edge  too  deeply  our  indebtedness  to  these  brethren  of  our  Executive  Committee, 
and  it  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  we  shall  hear  to-night  from  their  chair- 
man, Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Brainerd  said : 

Let  us  not  forget,  throughout  the  year  before  us,  brethren,  as  we  go  away 
from  this  the  best  of  our  series  of  eighteen  Conventions,  the  brotherhood  of 
these  societies,  and  the  real  brotherhood  of  the  men  who  are  in  them,  for  few 
things  will  do  more  to  sustain  and  encourage  the  weary  laborer  than  this  sense 
of  brotherhood  and  sympathy,  pontinent  wide. 

Nine  years  ago  I  came  to  the  City  of  Poughkeepaie,  at  the  invitation  of  some 
Poughkeepsie  friends,  to  speak  at  a  meeting  in  which  they  proposed  to  organixe 
a  Young  Men*8  Christian  Association.  I  remember  very  well  the  trembling 
with  which  I  entered  upon  my  part  of  the  programme ;  but,  brethren,  you  hare 
seen  how  the  work  has  gone  oo.  Then  I  think  my  brother  said  they  had  only 
three  men  they  could  count  upon.  How  many  have  you  to  day  ?  Then  they 
had  no  place  to  meet  in  ;  now  they  have  a  beautiful  home ;  and  all  in  that  short 
period  growing  out  of  tlie  work  of  those  few  men.  But  I  am  told,  citixens  of 
Poughktepsie,  that  the  building  is  not  yet  free  from  debt.  You  have  seen  how 
these  men  have  borne  themselves,  and  the  persistent  ardor  and  continuous  labor 
with  which  they  have  sustained  their  cause.  You  have  now  seen  a  specimen  of 
the  Associations  of  the  land.  They  can  assemble  a  doxen  other  conventions  at 
the  same  time,  composed  of  men  as  good.  I  ask  you  in  all  sobemees  and 
honesty,  as  you  love  your  beautiful  town,  and  its  good  name,  don't  these  men 
deserve  at  your  hands  a  solid  appreciation  of  their  work  for  the  Master  among 
the  young  men  of  Poughkeepsie  ?  If  this  is  so,  you  ought  not  to  leave  this  hall 
to-night  without  making  up  your  mind  to  remove  the  debt  which  is  a  dead  weight 
upon  them.  There  are  men  and  women  here  to-night  who  can  give  to  these 
brethren  a  home  free  from  incumbrance.  And  this  is  due  both  to  them  and  to 
the  Lord  who  gave  us  the  joys  and  homes  we  have,  and  who  promises  a  home 
above  to  all  who  love  Him. 

H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  said : 

They  had  been  glad  in  the  Welcome  Meeting  to  see  the  people  of  Pough- 
keepsie, but  they  hadn't  then  known  half  how  glad  they  were  going  to  be.  He 
was  sure  all  the  delegates  had  been  pleased  and  interested  here,  and  they  would 
join  with  him  in  asking  the  people  to  cheer  and  help  this  Poughkeepsie  Associ- 
ation. Give  them  your  prayers  and  your  help,  and  come  forward  with  the 
means  to  pay  off  this  debt  that  has  been  spoken  of.    Mr.  Miller  said  he  had 
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himself  been  greatly  bl^teed  here,  and  should  never  forget  the  communion  with 
Jesus  that  had  come  to  him  while  in  this  city. »  He  was  thankful  also  for  the 
attention  that  had  been  directed  to  the  study  of  the  Bible,  There  was  a  lament- 
able Ignorance  of  the  Word,  but  he  hoped  this  Convention  would  be  followed 
bysuch  an  earnest  study  of  it  in  our  Associations  as  we  had  never  yet  seen. 

Mr.  Porter,  the  President  of  the  Convention,  said  the  thanks  of 
the  brethren  had  been  expressed  to  the  people  of  Pougbkeepsie 
over  and  over  again,  and  he  could  not  add  more  to  the  earnest- 
ness of  the  expression  of  feeling  with  which  they  now  said  fare- 
well. He  would  have  all  the  delegates  ask  the  Saviour  as  Paul 
did,  "Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  and  go  home  to  a 
fuller  consecration  and  a  more  devoted  life  for  Christ. 

On  motion  the  Convention  was  then  declared  adjourned,  and 
the  Associations  called  to  meet  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1874. 

All  the  delegates  then  joined  hands  and  sang 
,  **  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds/' 
after  which  prayer  was  offered  and  the  Benediction  pronounced 
by  Rev.  F.  B.  Wheeler.  The  audience  slowly  filed  out,  but  for 
some  time  the  delegates  remained  shaking  hands  and  bidding 
farewell,  and  thus  the  Eighteenth  International  Convention — one 
that  will  never  be  forgotten  in  Pougbkeepsie — caipae  to  a  closa 

There  were  a  large  number  at  the  Reformed  Church*who  could 
not  gain  admission  to  the  Opera  House.  The  meeting  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Giesen.  Gen.  0.  O.  Howard 
presided,  and  practical,  earnest  appeals  similar  to  those  in  the 
Opera  House  were  made  by  J.  P.  Verdery,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  F.  D. 
Taylor,  of  Detroit,  E.  T.  C.  Knowles,  of  St  John,  N.  B.,  J.  H. 
Starkweather,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  the  presiding  ofiScer. 
After  adjourning  at  9  P.  M.,  the  delegates  joined  their  brethren 
in  the  Opera  House  at  the  close  of  the  Farewell  Meeting. 


OP  THE  CONVENTIONS  OF  1864,  1866,  1866,  1867, 1868,  1860,  1870,  1871, 

1872,  1878. 


I.— RESOLUTIONS  RELATING  TO  THE  CONVENTION. 

1.  Representation  in  the  Convention. 

Evangelical  Church  Test, 

Resohed,  That,  as  these  organisationa  bear  the  name  of  Chriatian,  and  profess 
to  be  engaged  directlj  in  the  Saviour's  service,  so  it  is  cleajly  their  duty .  to 
maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  affiurs,  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as 
Divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  beeoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical,  and  that  such  persons,  and  none  others, 
^ould  be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office. 

Beaohedt  That  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Corresponding  Memb^v  are 

hereby  instructed  to  employ  all  proper  means  to  secure  the  adoption  of  this  teat 

of  active  membership  by  all  the  Associations,  and  especially  to  secure  its  incor- 

.  poration  in  the  most  permanent  form  in  the  Constitutions  of  all  Associations 

that  may  hereafter  be  formed. — Detroit,  1868, 

Resolved,  That,  as  these  orgaaiiations  bear  the  name  of  Christian  and  profess 
to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour's  service,  so  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to 
TiifiiptAin  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  aftairs  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as 
Divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical  And  we  hold  those  churches  to  be  Evangel- 
ical which,  maintaining  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of 
faith  and  practice,  do  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father,  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fullness  of 
the  Godhead  bodily,  and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin, 
bearing  Our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree,)  as  the  only  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting  punishment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Associations  organized  after  this  date  shall  be  entitled  to 
representation  in  future  Conference  of  the  Associated  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  of 
North  America,  upon  conditions  that  they  be  severally  composed  of  young  men 
in  communion  with  Evangelical  churches  (provided  that  in  places  where  Asso- 
ciations are  formed  by  a  single  denomination,  members  of  other  denominations 
are  not  excluded  therefrom)  and  active  membership,  and  the  right  to  hold  office 
be  conferred  only  upon  young  men  who  are  members  in  good  standing  in  Evan- 
gelical churches. — Portland,  1869. 

Resolved,  That  Associations  of  one  hundred  members,  or  less,  be  represented 
in  the  Annual  Conventions  by  three  delegates,  and  that  for  every'  additional 
hundred  members,  or  fraction  of  a  hundred  exceeding  fifty,  one  additional  dele- 
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gate  be  allowed  ;  but  that  no  delegation  shall  be  composed  of  more  than  fifteen 
members.     Representation  to  be  based  on  male  membership  only. 

Mesolved,  That  hereafter,  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Convention  of  Toong 
Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  be 
selected  from  the  list  of  active  members  only  of  the  various  Associations  to  be 
represented. — Montr  ecU,  1867. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  adheres  to  the  rule  prescribing  the  rate  of 
representation  as  fixed  by  the  Montreal  Convention,  the  same  being  computed 
upon  an  enumeration  of  all  active  members. 

Resolved^  That  in  estimating  the  basis  of  representation,  only  those  shall  b9 
counted  who  have  paid  their  dues  as  members  of  the  Associations  ;  and  that  in 
the  enumeration  made  up  for  the  Reports  to  the  Convention,  only  such  mem- 
bers shall  be  included. — Detroit ,  1868. 

Resolved^  That  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  International  Conventiong 
shall  be  as  follows  :  Two  delegates  from  each  Association  of  one  hundred 
members,  or  less,  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each  additional  one  hundred 
members ;  but  no  Association  shall  be  allowed  more  than  fifteen  delegates ; 
the  election  of  delegates  to  be  governed  in  all  respects  by  the  rules  and  resola- 
tions  of  the  International  Conventions. 

Resolved,  That  no  Association  be  placed  upon  the  rolls  prepared  for  future 
Conventions,  by  the  Executive  Committee,  unless  the  Executive  Committee 
have  been  previously  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  such  Aaso 
elation,  and  the  number  of  its  members  of  each  class. — WaMngUm,  1871. 

2.  Welcome  Meetikq. — Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that 
the  evening  of  the  day  of  organization  of  future  Conventions  be  devoted  to  a 
social  gathering  of  the  delegation,  and  that  the  Association  entertaining  the 
Convention  be  requested  to  arrange  for  the  same. — Portland,  1869. 

8.  Resolved,  That  in  making  arrangements  for  the  next  annual  Convention, 
the  Executive  Committee,  in  preparing  its  business,  arrange  for  not  less  than 
three  successive  days  and  evenings  to  be  devoted  to  the  business  of  the  Con- 
vention, thus  leaving  the  Conventiou  the  privilege  of  accepting  or  rejecting 
any  invitation  that  may  be  presented  to  them. — Philadelphia,  1865. 

4.  CoMiciTTBB  ON  VLEAOiAmoTHS.—Resolved,  That  a  Special  Committee  of 
three  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the  opening  session,  to  which  all  resolu- 
tions, memorials  and  propositions  shall  be  handea  on  or  before  the  second  day 
of  the  session  of  the  Convention,  each  paper  to  contain  th  name  of .  the  pro- 
poser, and  the  name  of  the  Association  he  represents.  These  documents  to  be 
at  once  referred  without  reading. — Detroit,  1868. 

5.  Committee  ON  Credentials.— iJufe,  The  Executive  Committee  shall,  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  each  Convention,  appoint  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  to 
consist  of  seven  members,  who  shall  receive  the  credentials  of  delegates  as  they 
reach  the  place  of  meeting,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Convention  during  its 
mbWLOiL.— Lowell,  1872. 

II.     THE   EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    OP    THE   ASSOCIATIONS    AND 

THEIR    WORK. 
1.  Aftointment  of  the  Committeb.— [At  Chicago,  1863,  five  members  in 
Philadelphia  were  appointed  as  the  committee ;  at  Boston,  1864,  five  members 


Ill 

in  BoBton  were  appointed ;  at  Philadelphia,  1866,  fiTe  members  in  Philadelphia 
"Were  appointed.] 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  located  for  three  years  at  New 
ITork,  and  to  consist  of  five  members  (three  to  constitute  a  quorum) ;  and  that 
the  Committee  be  chosen  annually  by  the  Convention,  with  power  to  fill  vacan- 
cies.—^/6any,  1866. 

Re$olted,  (1.)  '''hat  the  Execative  Committee  be  located,  for  tbe  three  years 
next  ensuingr,  in  the  City  of  New  Tork,  and  consist  of  seven  members,  and  that 
the  Committee  have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

(2.)  That  the  Committee  be  composed  of  the  following  persons,  viz  :  Cephas 
Brainerd,  Timothy  G.  Sellew,  Jr.,  Robt.  R.  McBurney,  Jas.  Stokes,  Jr.,  Wm. 
F.  Lee,  Morris  E.  Jesup. 

(8.)  That  the  Execative  Committee  announce  in  their  first  circular  to  the 
Correspond! njT  Members,  the  time  and  place  of  their  stated  meetings,  and  urge 
heir  attendance  as  members  of  the  same. — Portland ^  1869. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  adopted,  and  added  to  the  Rules  of  the  Con- 
vention : 

Rvle, — An  Executive  Committee,  to  consist  of  seven  members,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Convention,  to  continue  in  oflUce  for  three  years,  and  until  their 
succesftors  are  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  bring  before 
each  Convention  business  for  its  consideration ;  to  transact  aUer  the  adjourn- 
ment of  such  Convention  any  business  entrusted  to  its  charge;  to  arrange  for 
transportation,  at  reduced  rates,  of  persons  attending  conventions ;  and  who 
may,  upon  an  emergency  requiring  immediate  action,  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary,  not  inconsistent  with  the  action  of  preceding  Conventions, 
reporting  the  same  to  the  next  succeeding  Convention  for  its  approval.  The 
ordinary  sessions  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  New 
York. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  recognizing  the  difficult,  delicate  and  ardu- 
ous duties  devolved  upim  the  Executive  Committee,  expresses  its  thanks  to  the 
brethren  who  during  the  past  six  years  have  constituted  that  Committee,  for 
their  able,  faithful  and  efficient  services,  to  which  in  a  large  measure  is  due 
the  wonderful  advance  during  thtit  period  in  numl>ers  and  usefulness  of  our  or- 
ganizations. 

Resolved,  That  Cephas  Brainerd,  James  Stokes,  Jr.,  Timothy  G.  Sellew,  Jr., 
Robert  R.  McBurney,  Edgar  A.  Hutchins,  Benjamin  R.  Wetmore  and  Verranus 
Morse,  be  reappointed  as  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 
^LotoeU,  1872. 

2.  Publication  of  Periodicals  by  the  Committee.— iJ«*o;p«(f,  That  the 
Executive  Committee  publif^h  a  quarterly  journal,  when  500  subscribers  shall 
have  been  securklat  50  cents  per  year. 

Resolved,  That  we  further  recommend  the  sending  of  a  brief  report  each 
quarter,  from  each  Association,  to  the  Executive  Committee,  in  order  that  a 
review  of  the  work  throughout  the  land  may  be  given  in  the  journal  to  be 
published.— ^^anj^,  1866. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  make,  at  least,  quarterly  reports  of  all  Asso- 
ciation matters  on  their  own  fields,  to  the  Executive  Committee ;  and  that  the 
■ame  be  made  at  least  four  weeks  before  the  days  fixed  for  the  regular  issue  of 
the  Quarterly.^DetraU,  1868. 
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Besohed,  That  the  Ezeoative  Committee  he  authorised,  to  contiiiiie  the  psb- 
]ication  of  the  periodical  as  the  organ  of  the  AB8ociation,  in  monthly  nnmbers 
of  32  octavo  pages  each,  at  the  subscription  price  of  $1  per  year,  provided  th&e 
is  goaranteod  to  them  a  list  of  not  less  than  8,000  subscribers,  and  that  the 
Associations  be  urged  by  this  Convention  to  secure  as  many  subseribexa  aa 
possible.— Por^Tid,  1869. 

Mesolved^  That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  Associations,  i%  in  the 
duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase  the  drcula- 
tion  of  the  MontlUy,  by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  content  until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  mem- 
bership.— kidianapoHa,  1870. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  hereby  reaffirms  the  resolutions  of  the  last 
Convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  directs  that  its  publication  be  con- 
tinued, provided, 

1.  That  the  subscriptions  made  at  tliis  Convention,  either  direetly  for  copies 
of  the  paper,  or  to  a  fund  for  its  support  and  circulation  until  it  becomes  self* 
sustaining,  be  such  as  to  injure  the  members  of  the  Committee  against  per- 
sonal liability  for  the  expense  of  publication. 

2.  That  the  committee  be  and  it  is  hereby  anthorisbed,  if  in  its  judgment  it 
deem  best,  to  effect  an  incorpon.tion  for  the  purpose  of  such  publication  ;  but 
the  property  in  said  paper  and  the  good  will  thereof,  is  to  be  and  continue,  aa  it 
now  is,  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Associations,  and  under  the 
legal  con  rol  of  the  Executive  Conmiittee  as  the  representative  of  the  Conven* 
tlons. —  Washington,  1871. 

Besohed,  That  this  Convention  cordially  endorses  the  conduct  of  the 
Association  MontJdy,  during  the  past  year,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee 
be  empowered  to  continue  its  publication  in  its  present  form,  or,  if  in  their  judg- 
ment deemed  expedient,  to  substitute  for  the  same  a  weekly  periodical,  having 
a  like  general  character,  provided  such  chasge  can  be  made  without  involving 
additional  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  and  that  full  authority  be 
given  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures,  by  increase  of  subscription  rates  or  other- 
wise, as  will  provide  for  the  expense  of  such  publication. — LowtU,  1872. 

Whereas,  In  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  Committee  it  is  impossible  and 
therefore  they  have  ceased  to  publish  the  Association  Monthly ;  and  whereas, 
they  have  arranged  that  all  items  of  Association  News,  until  future  notice, 
appear  in  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,  therefore, 

Besolved^  That  this  Ciinvention  endorse  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  recommend  that  all  Associations  subscribe  for  said  weekly  jonmaL — 
Poughkeepsie,  1873. 

8.  The  Association  Hymn  Book.-  Bt^sdved,  That  in  the  Hymn  and  Tune 
Book  (**  Songs  of  Devotion '')  prepared  at  the  suggestion  of  our  last  Conventi^i. 
at  Portland,  by  W.  H.  Doane,  of  Cincinnatti,  Ohio,  and  published  by  Messrs. 
Biglow  &  Main,  of  New  York  City,  we  find  a  work  not  only  adnurably  adapted 
for  use  in  our  Toung  Men's  Christian  Conventions  and  Associations,  but  emi- 
nently fitted  for  devotional  exercises  and  social  meetings,  and  we  recommend 
and  urge  its  adoption  for  jreneral  use. — Indianapolis,  1870. 

Besolved,  That  the  use  of  the  hymn  book,  "  Songs  of  Devotions,"  is  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  Associations ;  but,  as  ihe  price  is  a  great  obstaele  in  the 


1X8 

waj  of  its  general  adoption,  we  beg  to  suggest  to  the  publishers  the  propriety 
of  issuing  a  cheaper  edition. — Washington,  1871. 

Cbkfificatb  of  Life  JAKMBBnsnip.—Eesohed,  That  the  certificate  of  life 
membership,  submitted  in  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  approved  and  adopted ;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  litho- 
graphed or  engraved,  and  that  copies  be  sold  to  the  Associations  at  such  prices 
as  will  secure  the  Committee  against  loss. — Indianapolis,  1870. 

Besolved,  That  we  recommend  for  use  among  the  Associations  the  Life  Mem- 
bership Certificate  prepared  by  the  Executive  Committee  under  the  instructions 
of  the  Portland  Convention,  and  approved  by  the  Lidianapolis  Convention. — 
Washinffton,  1871. 

Letters  of  Introduction  for  Touno  Men. — Resolved,  That  in  all  cases 
where  young  men  remove  from  the  jurisdiction  of  one  Association  to  that  of 
another,  we  recommend  the  sending  of  a  letter  of  introduction. — Albany,  1866. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  all  Associations  make  it  a 
special  duty  to  urge  clergf  men,  and  other  friends  of  young  men,  who  are  about 
to  locate  in  other  cities,  to  furnish  them  with  letters  to  the  Christian  Associations 
in  those  cities,  so  that  they  may  find  themselves  at  once  among  Christian  friends 
and  V  nder  good  influences. — Montreal,  1867. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  for  letters  of  introduction  and  acknowledgment 
recommended  ~in  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  adopted  and  recommended  to  the  Association,  and  the  Committee  is 
hereby  instructed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  printed  and  distributed  among  the 
Associations,  and  that  they  prepare  a  corresponding  form  for  the  introduction 
of  young  men  not  members  of  the  Association. — Indianapolis,  1870. 

4.  Other  Publications. —i^Mo^^d.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  a  list  of  Associations,  with  the  address  of  some  member  in 
each,  to  whom  communications  can  be  sent.  A  copy  of  said  list  to  be  sent  to 
each  Association. — Albany,  1866. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare,  for  the  use 
of  their  Corresponding  Members,  a  document  containing  information  relative 
to  the  formation  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  containing  sug- 
gestions upon  the  best  methods  of  prosecuting  their  labors. — Montreal,  1867. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  they  may  deem  best  as  to  publishing  the  periodicals,  or  in  any  other 
way  securing  a  publication  of  the  news  from  the  Associations. — Portland,  1869. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  compile  and  codify  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Annual  Conventions  since  1863,  the  various  resolutions  and 
declarations  relating  to  the  government  of  the  Conventions  and  Associations 
connected  with  them,  with  the  rules  of  order,  which  shall  be  published  as  the 
permanent  rules  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  their  associate 
action. 

Resolved,  That  said  Committee  also  compile  the  various  declarations  and  de- 
liverances of  such  Conventions  relative  to  the  position,  organization,  principles 
and  work  of  Associations,  together  With  such  explanations  and  expositions  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  not  inconsistent  with  the  publications  heretofore 
made  by  said  Committee,  and  that  the  same  be  published  with  the  permanent 
rules  as  the  Manual  of  Associations  heretofore  ordered. — Lotoell,  1872. 
8 
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Besolved,  That  the  preparation  of  the  Association  Manual  be  recommitted  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  it  be  prepared  and  published  as  soon  as  thej 
shall  feel  that  the  work  is  sufficiently  matured  to  justify  it. — Poughkeeptie,  1873. 

5  Visitation  under  Dirbction  of  tmk  Committee.— .Bcw/tJfd,  That  thia 
Convention  instruct  the  Executive  Committee  to  employ  an  agent  to  aid  in  the 
organization  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  on  the  line  of  the  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  in  such  other  sections  as  may  be  determined  ;  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  call  State  or  Distiict  Conventions  of  the  Associations  on  their 
own  fields  during  the  year,  either  in  their  own  names  as  the  representatives  of 
this  Convention  or  in  connection  with  the  local  Executive  Committees,  in  all 
cases  when  the  same  is  practicable. — Detroit,  1868. 

Besolved,  That  this  Convention  instruct  the  Executive  Committee  to  employ 
an  agent  to  aid  in  the  or^^anization  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Assodations  on 
the  line  of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  in  such  other  sections  as  may  be  determined 
upon  after  mature  deliberation ;  and  your  Committee  would  suggest  that  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  carrying  forward  of  this  work  be  raised  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  they  to  send  circulars  to  the  Corresponding  Members,  who 
shall  solicit  contributions  from  inditiduaU  interested  in  our  work ;  failing  in 
this,  to  send  these  circulars  to  the  various  Associations,  who  should  not  fail  to 
respond  with  the  amount  necessary. — Portland,  1869. 

Besolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized, 
out  of  the  proceeds  from  the  copyright  of  the  Hymn-Book,  (**  Songs  of  Devo- 
tion,") the  profits  of  the  Monthly,  or  from  donations  received  by  them,  and  not 
otherwise  appiopriated,  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  visit  the  Associations  in 
the  British  Provinces,  the  Eastern.  Middle,  and  Central  Western  States,  or  to 
engage  therein  in  organizing  new  Associations,  such  work  to  be  undertaken  in 
harmony  with  the  views  of  the  Corresponding  Members  respectively. — 
Indianapolis,  1870. 

6.  General  Work. — Besolved,  That  the  wonderful  progress  of  the  institu- 
tion in  whose  interest  we  are  assembled,  has  reached,  under  God's  bleenng, 
such  proportions,  and  gives  so  great  promise  as  to  future  growth  and  useful- 
ness, that  in  the  judgment  of  this  Convention,  the  time  has  come  when  the 
Executive  Committee  should  be  instructed  and  empowered  to  make  such  sub- 
division of  its  prerogatives  and  responsibilities  as  shall  secure  the  more  thorough 
and  detailed  systematizing  of  the  work  among  the  States  and  Provinces  repre- 
sented in  this  body  ;  and  this  Convention  does  hereby  request  and  authorize 
such  action  by  the  Executive  Committee  as  shall  fully  organize  the  institution 
as  a  religious  power  on  this  continent. — Portland,  1869. 

Besolved,  That  a  sum  of  not  less  than  $7,000  be  raised  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  general  work  of  the  coming  year. — Poughkeepsie,  1878. 

7.  General  Secretary.— Resolved,  That  until  otherwise  provided,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a  General  Secretary,  who  shall, 
under  their  direction,  perform  such  duties  as  they  may  requite.— Lotoell,  1872. 

Besolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  continue  the  em- 
ployment of  a  General  Secretary,  and  such  other  agents  as  the  money  in  their 
hands  may  warrant  for  the  prosecution  of  their  work. — Poughkeepsie,  1873. 
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in.— CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS  OP  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
Resolved,  That  the  Correepondingf  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  be 
instructed  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  for  the  organization  of  Associa- 
tions in  their  respective  districts. — Albany,  1866. 

Besolced,  That  every  corresponding  member  be  required  to  report  to  the 
Executive  Committee  four  times  each  year,  viz  :  February,  May,  August,  and 
November.— Por^tond,  1869. 

Resolved,  That,  in  future, the  names  of  persons  to  act  as  corresponding  mem* 
bers  be  designated,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  State  Conventions  respectively, 
and  that  the  Executive  Committee  communicate  with  each  Corresponding 
Member  for  the  present  year,  calling  attention  to  this  resolution. — 
Washington,  1871. 

Rule. — E^h  Convention  shall  appoint  one  Corresponding  Member  from 
each  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province,  who  shall  be  its  local  represen- 
tative, and  shall,  under  the  direction  and  advice  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
communicate  with  each  Association  within  its  respective  jurisdiction,  and  with 
any  general  organization  thereof  ;  and  who  shall  perform  any  duty  in  relation 
thereto  which  thei  Convention  or  Committee  may  require. 

Meetings  of  Executite  Committee  and  Corresponding  Members  of  each  Conven- 
tion.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Corresponding  Members,  for 
consultation  and  to  secure  united  action,  shall  be  held  during  the  session,  or  im- 
mediately on  the  adjournment  thereof  ;  and  said  Committee  and  Corresponding 
Members  shall  hold  at  least  one  other  meeting  during  each  year,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Executive  Conmiittee  may  designate ;  and  to  secure  a  full 
attendance  at  such  meeting,  the  general  organization  of  each  State,  Territory 
and  Province  is  requested  to  make  provision  for  defraying  the  traveling  ex- 
penses of  its  Corresponding  Member  to  and  from  the  place  of  meeting. — 
L<yu>eU,  1872. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  circula 
for  the  information  and  direction  of  Corresi>onding  Members. — Washington, 
1871. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Committee  be  positively 
directed  to  call,  during  the  year,  a  Convention  of  the  Associations  on  their 
field,  in  all  cases  where  provision  is  not  made  for  one  by  some  other  local 
authority  ;  and  as  either  by  death  or  absolute  refusal  to  perform  the  functions 
of  Corresponding  Member,  the  work  may  be  retarded  in  certain  States,  it  is 
hereby  directed  that  in  such  cases  the  office  of  Corresponding  Member  be  de- 
clared vacant,  and  the  Executive  Committee  appoint  a  new  Corrresponding 
Member. — Poughkeepsie,  1873. 


IV.— STATE  AND  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  instruct  the  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  each  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province  to  call 
annually  in  the  autumn  (after  consultation  with  the  Associations)  a  Convention 
of  the  Associations  in  such  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province. — Albany, 
1866. 
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Be8ohed,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  holding  of  State  and  Liocal  C<hi- 
▼entions,  for  the  discussion  of  practical  topics,  intimately  connected  with  our 
work  ;  ^nd  that  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
each  State  and  Province  be  requested  to  correspond  at  an  early  date  with  the 
Associations  in  their  field  upon  this  subject. — Montreal,  1867. 

Eesolwd,  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  be. 
and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  call  State  or  District  Conventions  of  the 
Associations  on  their  own  fields  during  the  year,  either  in  their  own  names,  as 
the  representatives  of  this  Convention,  or  in  connection  with  the  local  Elxecu- 
tive  Committees,  in  all  cases  when  the  same  is  practicable. — Detroit,  1868. 

Resolved,  That  in  calling  the  State  Conventions,  the  Corresponding  Members 
of  the  Executive  Committee  be  and  hereby  are  requested  to  communicate  with 
each  other  and  with  the  Executive  Committee,  in  regard  to  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  same,  to  the  end  that  those  held  in  adjoining  Sta-tes  may  be  so  con- 
vened as  to  facilitate  the  plan  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
be  represented  at  all  such  Conventions. 

Besohed,  That  we  deeply  feel  the  necessity  of  further  urging  upon  the  Cot- 
responding  Members  of  the  different  States,  Districts  and  Provinces,  the  great 
importance  of  State  Conventions. — Indianopolis,  1870. 

State  and  Distbict  Contentions.— J?e«oit}«(Z,  First,  That  this  Convention 
adopts  the  enunciations  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
reference  to  State  and  District  Conventions,  and  directs  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Corresponding  Members,  in  all  cases  where  the  same  is  possible,  to 
call  such  Conventions  after  conference  with  local  committees  and  prominent 
Christian  men.  Second,  That  at  such  Conventions  the  number  of  delegates 
from  Associations  should  be  unlimited,  and  churches  located  in  towns  where 
Associations  are  not  established,  should  be  invited  to  send  delegates  to  sit  as 
Corresponding  Members. — Portland,  1869. 

Mesolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Members  be  instructed  to  arrange  for  and 
hold  Conventions  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  their  respective 
States,  Territories,  Districts,  and  Provinces,  and  that  they  make  every  exertion 
to  secore  the  attendance  of  young  men  from  places  where  there  are  no  Asso- 
eiations.  And  this  Convention  urges  upon  the  corresponding  members  the 
duty  and  great  importance  of  a  frequent  and  regular  correspondence  with  the 
Executive  Conmiittee. — Woihington,  1871. 


v.— STATE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEES. 

Whereas,  Good  has  attended  systematic  organization  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  of  the  Associations  in  several  of  the  States,  where  State  Central  Com- 
mittees have  been  appointed,  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  this  Convention  heartily  endorses  such  measures,  and  consid- 
ers them  a  sign  of  advancement  in  the  prosecution  of  our  noble  work. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Associations  represented 
in  this  Convention,  that  they  take  some  measures  previous  to  the  adjoomment 
of  this  body,  for  the  appointing  State  Executive  Committees  in  every  State 
where  such  Committees  do  not  now  eiiB^.-^Washington,  1871. 
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VI.— ASSOCIATION  WORK. 

1.  Sphere  op  the  Wo^x,.—  Eesolved,  That  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations are  organized  specially  to  labor  for  and  among  young  men  ;  that  they 
constitute  a  Union  Board  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  charged  with  the  perform- 
ance ojf  a  specific  duty ;  that  In  the  prosecution  of  their  work,  the  Associations, 
as  such,  have  no  politics,  and  know  no  distinctions  among  men  except  between 
those  who  love  Christ  and  those  who  love  Him  not ;  and  that  it  does  not  fall 
-within  the  sphere  of  their  duties  to  take  part  in  any  controversy,  or  to  make 
official  deliverance  upon  any  topic,  however  commendable  in  itself,  or  however 
it  may  appeal  to  the  Christian  or  humanitarian  sympathies  of  individuals,  which 
does  not  relate  directly  to  the  work  of  evangelization  among  young  men  by  the 
agrencies  appropriate  to  their  own  organization. —  Washinffton,  1871. 

2.  Spibitual  Work. — Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  members  to  make 
special  personal  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  stranger  young  men,  to  greet  them 
as  brothers  beloved  in  the  Lord,  whose  souls  are  precioi^s  in  the  Master's  sight, 
and  to  give  them  the  cordial  grasp  of  the  Christian  hand,  warm  with  the  love 
of  the  Christian  heart ;  and  that  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  pride  must  be 
deposed,  false  dignity  be  dethroned,  and  diffidence  overcome.  Imitating  the 
example  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  may  it  be  our  delight  to  go  about  doing  good ; 
and,  making  it  our  meat  and  drink  to  do  our  Father's  will,  however  and  wher- 
ever manifested,  until  we  shall  finally,  with  those  whom  God  has  given  us,  rest 
from  labor  and  enjoy  its  fruit  I — Detroit,  1868. 

3.  The  QENERAii  or  Corresponding  Secretary.— That  we  coincide  with 
the  opinion  of  Executive  Committee,  contained  In  suggestion  No.  7,  upon  the 
desirableness  of  making  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  each  Association  a  per- 
manent officer,  instead  of  making  an  annual  change  in  this  office,  believing 
that  such  action  would  conduce  to  greater  efficiency  in  this  important  depart- 
ment.—J!f<m<r«a^,  1867. 

4.  Board  of  Managers. — "  Resolved,  That  in  selecting  Board  of  Managers, 
the  International  Convention  recommend  to  the  different  Associations  that  they 
select  active,  working  members,  having  reference  as  far  as  practicable  to  the 
representation  of  each  evangelical  denomination,  but  that  no  constitutional 
restrictions  be  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  securing  active  working  Chris- 
tians on  these  Boards."— X<^d/2,  1872. 

5.  Lay  Preaching. — Resolved,  That  this  Convention  heartily  approve  of  lay 
preaching,  not  because  it  considers  laymen  better  preachers  than  the  clergy- 
men, but  because  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  whole  world  is  too  large  a 
work  for  the  ministry  alone  to  do,  and  too  important  a  work  to  be  left  undone ; 
that  we  recommend  that  our  Associations  undertake  the  work  of  lay  preaching ; 
that  each  Association  select  and  appoint,  for  this  work,  so  many  of  its  members 
as  it  deems  necessary  and  competent ;  that  the  qualifications  of  those  who  en- 
gage in  the  work  should  be  earnest  piety,  an  unstained  character,  good  sense 
and  aptness  to  teach,  and  that  the  services  should  be  'short,  varied  in  their 
character,  and  ini  all  cases  where  possible,  the  preacher  should  be  aided  by  an 
effident  corps  of  singers,  and  of  brethren  ready  to  either  pray  or  exhort. 

6.  Prayer  Meetings,  Daily  and  Weekly. — Resolved,  That  in  the  daily 
prayer  meetings  which  have  been  established  throughout  the  land,  this  Con- 
vention recognizee  a  means  whereby  Christian  union  may  be  encouraged  and 
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Btrengthened,  and  also  whereby  the  gifts  and  graces  of  oar  joang  men  maj 
be  called  oat  and  made  greatly  serviceable  to  both  saints  and  sinners. 

Besdved,  That  we  recommend  to  all  sissociated  with  us  in  the  extension  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  that  such  meetings,  wherever  established,  receive  all  the 
aid  in  our  power  to  render,  and  that  where  they  do  not  exist  in  any  town  or 
city,  an  effort  be  made  at  once  to  originate  them. — Montreal,  1867. 

Resolved,  That  all  Associations  throughout  the  land  be  earnestly  recommend- 
ed to  organize  and  maintain  Association  prayer-meetings,  and  that,  wherever 
practicable,  they  be  held  daily. — Detroit,  1868. 

7.  CJOTTAGB  AND  OPBN-AIK  MeBTINGS,  TrACT  DISTRIBUTION,*  J  AIL.  WOBK, 

&c. — In  view  of  the  argent  necessity  for  reaching  young  men  and  others  among 
the  poorer  classes,  and  of  bringing  around  them  the  restraints  of  Chrietiaji  influ- 
ences ;  and  whereas,  tenement  house  and  cottage  prayer-meetings,  by  which 
the  gospel  is  carried  to  them  in  their  own  homes,  is  the  most  effectual  means  of 
accomplishing  this  purpose  ;  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  especial  attention  of  its 
members  the  above  subjects,  as  well  as, 

(1.)  Persevering  and  juniversal  tract  distribution. 

(2.)  That  with  this  tract  distribution  be  united  inquiry  as  to  the  denomina- 
tional preferences  of  those  who  neglect  the  church,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
introduced  to  the  notice  of  pastors  and  churches  of  such  denominations. 

(8.)  That  out-door  meetings  and  street- preaching  be  employed  as  far  as 
possible. 

In  the  employment  of  these  means,  systematic  Christian  visitation  is  indis- 
pensable, together  with  such  other  means  as  may  seem  especially  adapted  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  community. — Philadelphia,  1865. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  honors  the  Christian  Press  of  America,  and 
recommends  that  the  Associations  avail  themselves  of  this  instrumentality 
more  than  ever  before,  at  the  same  time  imploring  them  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  enlist  for  our  work  a  warmer  sympathy  and  a  more  earnest  co-opera- 
ticm  and  support. 

2.  That  we  depend  on  Christians  everywhere  to  give  us  the  means  to  scatter 
good  tracts  and  books  abundantly. 

8.  That  the  various  tract  and  religious  publication  societies  deserve  our 
thanks  for  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  give  us  inexpensive,  pointed  and 
attractive  little  books,  well  adapted  as  means  for  saving  souls. — Detroit,  1868. 

Resolved,  That  having  evidence  of  great  success  attending  the  open-air  meet- 
ings inaugurated  by  our  Associations,  the  Convention  recommend  to  aU  Asso- 
ciations the  formation  of  committees  to  conduct  such  exercises  wherever  it  is 
deemed  practicable. — Portland,  1869. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recognizes  as  a  useful  field  of  labor  for  the 
Master,  the  large  number  of  young  men  confined  in  the  jails,  penitentiaries 
and  reformatory  institutions  of  the  land. —  Washington,  1871. 

8.  Boarding  Houses  :  Whereas,  Large  numbers  of  young  men  congregate 
in  towns  and  cities,  away  from  home  influences  and  parental  restraints,  and 
where  multitudes  of  them  are  led  into  evil  courses,  from  being  crowded  in 
boarding-houses,  destitute  of  all  moral  and  Christian  influences ;  therefore 
belt 
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Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  a  carefully  prepared  list  of  board- 
ing houses,  pervaded  by  a  kindly  Christian  influence,  be  kept  at  the  rooms  of 
each  Association  on  this  continent ;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  these  Associations  be  recommended  to  render 
every  assistance  in  their  power  to  young  men  who  may  be  thrown  as  strangers 
in  their  midst,  and  seeking  homes. — Albany ,  1866. 

9.  Railkoad  Literature  :  Resolved,  That  the  character  of  the  literature 
supplied  to  passengers  on  railways  and  steamboats  is  calculated  to  lower  rather 
than  to  elevate  the  standard  of  Christian  morals,  and  the  Associations  repre- 
sented in  this  Convention  will  be  well  employed  in  using  earnest  efforts  to 
obtain  some  improvements  in  this  direction. — Portland,  1869. 

10.  In  Colleges  :  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  hails  with  joy  the  organi- 
zation, in  some  of  our  Academies  and  Colleges,  of  Toung  Men's  Christian 
Associations,  and  commends  this  feature  of  our  work  in  behalf  of  the  young 
men  of  America,  and  hopes  that  Christian  Associations  may  be  planted  where- 
ever  practicable  in  our  Academies,  Colleges  and  Universities,  and  that  we  urge 
especially  such  societies  already  existing,  that  they  seek  to  extend  their  work 
in  this  important  field. — Indianapolis,  1870. 

11.  Iif  THE  South  :  Resolved,  That  we  are  gratified  to  know  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  have  during  the  past  year  encouraged  in  every  way  possible 
the  formation  of  Associations  in  the  South,  which  action  we  hereby  heartily 
endorse,  and  assure  such  Associations  of  our  abiding  interest  in  their  success. 
—Portland,  1869. 

12.  Among  Colored  Men  :  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  all  Associations 
be  especially  requested  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  Colored  Associations  through- 
out the  South. — Montreal,  1867. 

13.  Among  Foreigners  :  Resolved,  That  in  the  greatly  increased  immigra- 
tion from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  the  United  States,  we  recognize  the  hand  of 
God,  and  rejoice  at  the  enlarged  opportunity  of  sowing  seed  beside  all  waters, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  our  young  men  to  watch,  labor  and  pray  that  God 
may  enable  them  to  reach  all  classes  of  foreigners  arriving  upon  our  shores, 
and  especially  the  Chinese  and  other  Asiatic  races. — Portland,  1869. 

14.  Among  Germans  :  Resolved,  That  our  Christian  Associations  should  ex- 
tend to  our  German  fellow-citizens  their  earnest  sympathy,  and  endeavor  to 
gather  their  young  men  within  their  influence  ;  and  where  the  necessity  may 
exist  should  encourage  the  formation  of  German  Associations  among  the  Ger- 
mans themselves. — Indianapolis,  1870. 

VII.— MEMBERSHIP.     (For  evangelical  church  test,  see  No.  I.) 

Vital  Piety. — Resolved,  That  we  heartily  concur  in  the  following  declara- 
tions, adopted  in  the  World's  Conference  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions, held  at  Elberfield,  August,  1865: 

(1.)  That  it  is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
to  awaken,  preserve,  and  advance  the  communion  of  Christian  life  amongst 
young  men. 

(2.)  That  this  communion  of  Christian  life  can  only  be  truly  healthy  and 
blessed  when  it  comes  from  the  true  communion  of  the  heart  with  God. 
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(3.)  That  the  Associations  have,  before  all  things,  to  strive  that  this  commu- 
nion with  God  be  awakened  amongst  young  men  bj  faithful  use  of  the  means 
of  grace,  and  diligent  study  of  God's  Word. 

(4.)  That  this  Conference  can  only  regard  those  Associations  as  having  the  true 
principles  of  Association  before  them,  which  cherish  this  communion  of  Chris- 
tian life,  resulting  from  the  hidden  communion  of  the  heart  with  God. — 
Albany,  1866. 

Women  as  Mb&cbbrs. — Resolved,  That  it  is  neither  the  province  nor  the 
duty  of  this  Convention  to  decide  upon  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  admit- 
ting ladies  to  membership  in  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations ;  but  that 
each  Association  must  decide  that  matter  for  itself,  upon  a  consideration  of  all 
the  circumstances  by  which  it  is  surrounded. — Detroit,  1868. 


Vin.— RELATIONS  TO  CHURCHES  AND  MINISTERS. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  menbers  of  all  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  calling  themselves  Christians,  to  hold  their  duties 
and  obligations  to  their  respective  churches,  and  to  the  services  of  the  same,  as 
having  a  prior  claim  upon  their  sympathy  and  efforts. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  Saviour  among  young 
men  which  they  have  assumed,  they  should  heartily  and  zealously  co-operate 
with  the  divinely  appointed  ministry,  and  with  all  Evangelical  bodies  of 
Christians.— P<?r^^a/wi,  1869. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  all  the  Christian  Associations  of  our 
country  to  use  such  measures  as  they  deem  best  to  bring  and  commend  the 
glorious  work  of  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  to  the  attention  of  pious  young 
men. 

Resolved,  That  in  theory  and  practice  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
recognizes  the  essential  unity  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  is  bound  to  extend 
the  hand  of  fellowship,  love  and  sympathy  to  all  who,  in  accordance  with  the 
gospel,  honor  the  Head,  and  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  whatever  their  ecclen- 
astical  name,  or  the  peculiarities  of  their  denominational  polity.  The  shibbo- 
leths of  sect,  the  rules  of  church  order  and  discipline,  the  minor  differences  in 
creeds,  must,  therefore,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  ignored  by  us,  unless,  by 
our  unwise  interference,  we  are  willing  to  risk  the  destruction  and  dissolution 
of  the  fair  fabric  which  has  cost  so  much  of  faith,  and  prayer,  and  labor  to 
reAr. 

Resolved,  That,  while  as  individuals  we  may  most  properly  allow  our  hearts 
to  go  out  in  sympathy  towards  our  fellow  members — brethren  beloved  in  the 
I^rd — who  have  been  made  the  subjects  of  discipline  by  the  communions  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  it  is  not  in  the  province  of  wisdom,  nor  do 
these,  our  brethren,  desire  that  any  formal  notice  or  action  be  taken  by  this 
Convention,  or  the  Associations  as  such,  of  the  unhappy  circumstances  referred 
to.  To  take  such  action  would  be  to  assume  a  censorship  which  the  Master  has 
not  appointed  us  to  exercise,  and  in  exercising  which  we  peril  the  further  uf6- 
f  ulness  and  even  existence  of  the  institution  we  so  dearly  cherish. — Detroit,  1868 

Resolved,  That  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of  Young  Men's  ChristiaD 
Associations,  is  the  encouragement,  by  counsel  and  advice,  in  aiding  and  assist- 
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ing  by  influence  and  pecuniarily,  if  possible,  all  worthy  and  competent  young 
men  who  desire  to  enter  the  gospel  ministry. — Indianapolis^  1870. 

IX.     DAY  OF  PRAYER. 

•  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  to  set  apart  the  first 
Sunday  in  November  a^  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  increase  and  spiritual  prosperity 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  throughout  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  we  invite  all  kindred  Associations  in  every  land  to  unite  with 
us  on  that  day  in  praying  for  this  object. 

Resolved,  That  we  most  earnestly  request  the  clergy  generally  to  address 
their  congregations  on  that  day  on  the  object  and  work  of  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested 
to  issue  a  circular  before  the  15th  day  of  September  next,  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  world  to  the  action  of  this 
Convention. — Albany,  1866. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  next  be  especially  set  apart 
as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  to  rest  upon  our  work,  and 
that  the  Associations  throughout  the  world  seek  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of 
all  the  clergymen  in  the  observance  of  the  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  issue  a  circular 
containing  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
throughout  the  world  ;  and  that  the  Associations  be  requested  to  report  the  re- 
sults as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  Committee. — Detroit,  1868. 

[N.  B. — This  action  has  been  reaffirmed  by  every  succeeding  convention.] 

Week  op  Prayer. — Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  Associations,  wherever 
located,  in  city,  town  or  country,  to  make  the  most  complete  currangements  to 
secure  the  general  observance  of  the  week  of  prayer,  wherever  the  churches 
of  the  locality  have  not  made  any  such  arrangements. — Indianapolis,  1870. 


X  TEMPERANCE  AND  OTHER  MORAL  REFORM. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommends  to  the  various  Associations  the 
necessity  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  a  more  extended  labor  in  hehalf  of  the 
Temperance  cause,  in  order  that  the  great  evil  of  intemperance  may  be  checked 
as  far  as  possible,  and  ultimately  removed,  and  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Assodations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  be  requested  to  make 
use  of  such  agencies  as  may  seem  proper  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
end,Soston,  1864. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  in  the  name  of  the  Associations  they  repre- 
sent, honor  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  recognize,  with  affectionate  interest, 
the  earnest  men  who  are  engaged  in  it.  And  while  the  proper  work  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  is  sufficient  reason  to  excuse  their  entering 
actively,  as  Associations,  into  the  temperance  cause,  the  Convention  gladly  and 
earnestly  desire  that  every  member  should  individually  use  his  best  talent  and 
influence  in  that  cause  everywhere. — Montreal,  1867. 
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WTiereas,  While  we  are  painfally  conscious  of  facts  and  statistics  on  the 
subject  of  intemperance,  which  are  of  the  most  startling  and  alarming 
character  ;  and 

Whereas,  the  specific  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  is  of  so 
absorbing  a  character  as  to  demand  all  our  energies  in  its  direct  prosecution,  00 
that  we  cannot  wisely  and  safely  recommend  that  our  Associations,  anj  more 
than  our.  Christian  Churches,  should  become  temperance  organizations  ;  yet, 

Mesohed,  That  we  do  seriously  advise  that  every  member  in  our  Association 
should  consider  it  his  duty  to  be  heartily  engaged  in  rigid  opposition  to  intem- 
perance, the  great  enemy  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  that  not  only  we,  but 
pvery  Church  member  on  the  €k>ntinent,  should  be  alive  to  the  work;  and 
further. 

That  we,  in  the  name  of  the  Association,  would  also  most  heartily  recommend 
that  all  who  love  tlie  Lord  Jesus  should  put  forth  earnest  and  persistent  efforts 
to  establish  and  maintain  temperance  organizations  in  places  where  none  exist, 
and  especially  that  our  entire  force  of  workers,  as  individuals,  should  organize 
immediately  and  help  sustain  juvenile  temperance  societies,  with  a  view  to 
prevent,  effectually,  the  evil  practice  of  intemperance  and  its  attendant  and 
damning  vices  upon  the  rising  generation. — Detroit,  1868. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolution  on  temperance,  printed  on  the  dSth  page 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Portland  Convention,  be  amended  by  substituting 
"  total  abstinence"  for  *'  temperance"  wherever  the  latter  word  occurs. — Lowdi, 
1872. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  the  right  and  wrong  of  the 
intricate  question  involved  in  the  nse  of  tobacco  and  other  narcotics  be  left  for 
each  individual  to  decide  between  himself  and  his  Saviour,  after  much  prayer. 
—Portland,  1869. 

XI.  SABBATH  OBSERVANCE. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  views  with  great  concern  the  persistent 
efforts  to  undermine  and  abolish  the  civil  laws  enforcing  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  day,  and  would  earnestly  press  upon  the  young  men  of  this  Continent 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  constant  vigilance  to  maintain  the  sanctity  of 
a  day  hallowed  by  all  the  dearest  associations  of  our  Christie  homes,  and 
ordained  by  the  direct  command  of  Almighty  God. — Indianapolit,  1870. 

Resolved,  That  this. Convention  is  deeply  interested  in  all  proper  efforts  made 
to  promote  the  better  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  it  therefore 
hails  with  pleasure  the  formation  of  all  Sabbath  Assodations,  whose  object  it 
is  by  moral  influences  through  personal  effort,  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  to 
create  a  sound  public  sentiment  upon  this  vitally  important  subject. — WoMng- 
ton,  1871. 

XII.  LECTUBE  BUREAU. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  R.  R.  McBumey,  of  New  York ;  Rev. 
William  M.  Martin,  of  Brooklyn ;  and  John  I.  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  be  con- 
stituted a  Committee  to  devise  a  plan  for  a  Young  Men's  Christian  ABSodation 
Lecture  Bureau,  and  to  carry  it  into  execution  at  once. — Detroit,  1868. 

Whereas,  It  is  unnecessary  to  longer  continue  the  Lecture  Bureau,  as  a  spe- 
cial agent  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Assodations  beyond  the  current  lec- 
ture season ;  therefore. 
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Resolved,  That  after  the  arrangements  already  made,  it  revert  to  the  present 
Secretary,  and  that  the  Convention  bespeak  for  the  Bureau  under  its  new  man- 
agement the  patronage  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. — Indiar^ 
apolis,  1870. 


Xm.    AMUSEMENTS. 

Whereas,  Dancing,  card-playing,  theatre -going  and  intemperance  in  various 
forms  are  to  a  fearful  extent  hocoming  the  besetting  sins  of  professing  Chris* 
tians  in  tins  country  ;  and 

Whereas,  All  who  do  these  things  are  thus  vainly  striving  to  do  what  our 
Saviour  has  explicitly  declared  to  be  impossible  when  He  said,  "Ye  cannot 
serve  Qod  and  mammon  ;"  and 

WTiereas,  To  all  such  that  Scripture  which  saith,  **  Woe  unto  those  who  are 
at  ease  in  Zion,"  is  applicable  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and 
of  every  member  of  each  of  said  Associations,  to  oppose  these  sins  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power ;  and  especially  to  oppose  them  by  their  example  in 
abstaining  from  Xh-em,— Boston,  1864 

Whereas,  The  time  has  arrived  when  circumstances  make  it  our  duty,  as  a 
Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces,  to  express  our  judgment  upon  the  relations  of  amusements 
to  Christianity,  as  enSbodied  in  this  organization ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  bear  our  energetic  testimony  against  dancing,  card  and 
billiard  playing,  as  so  distinctively  worldly  in  their  associations,  and  unspiritual 
in  their  influence,  as  to  be  utterly  inconsistent  with  our  professions  as  the  dis- 
ciples of  Christ. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  the  purely  spiritual 
needs  of  young  men,  their  natures  crave  some  form  of  amusing  recreation,  we 
earnestly  advise  the  adoption  of  any  kind  of  amusement  which  may  be  harm- 
less in  itself,  and  not  made  injurious  by  worldly  associations,  and  which  shall 
impart  a  home  atmosphere  to  our  rooms. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  thus  recognize  a  need  of  our  common  nature,  and 
advise  our  local  s(5cieties  to  provide  for  it,  we  must  earnestly  insist  upon  the 
duty  of  making  this  subordinate  to  our  high  spiritual  work,  as  a  means  to  the 
attainment  of  the  great  aim  of  the  salvation  of  the  soul  and  its  preparation  for 
practical  usefulness  for  Christ. — Albany,  1866. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  regards  the  introduction  of  games  into  the 
rooms  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  for  the  entertainment  or  amuse- 
ment of  young  men,  as  fraught  with  evil,  dangerous  to  the  best  interests  of 
Associations,  compromising  to  Christian  integrity,  and  dishonoring  to  the 
blessed  Master  and  Teacher,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chiiat —Montreal,  1867. 


XIV.    PERNICIOUS  LITERATURE. 

The  Convention,  fully  recognizing  the  wide-spread  and  terrible  influence 
of  pernicious  literature,  and  the  importance  of  taking  earnest  and  vigorous 
measures  to  counteract  it,  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  belongs  to  the  members  of 
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individual  Associations  to  determine  what  measures  are  best  adi^ted  to  this 
purpose  in  their  respective  localities.  This  Ck>nvention,  therefore,  refers  the 
whole  subject  to  them,  earnestly  recommending  them  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  destroy  the  influence  of  pernicious  literature,  and  for  this  purpose  to  call 
public  attention  to,  and  awaken  public  interest  in  this  subject  bj  promoting 
discussions  throug:h  the  press  and  the  pulpit,  to  use  their  personal  inflaenoe 
with  railroad  corporations  and  newsdealers  to  stop  the  sale  of  pernicious  books 
and  papers,  and  with  all  families,  and  especiallj  all  young  men  within  their 
influence,  to  stop  the  purchase  thereof,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  enlarge 
the  efficiency  of  their  reading  rooms  and  libraries,  and  otherwise  to  promote 
he  circulation  of  a  healthful  Christian  literature. — PaugTikeepne,  1873. 
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REPORT 

To  the  Eighteenth  Amiual  Convention  of  the  Young  Mens  ChiHstian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  Bntish  Provinces  : 

The  Executive  Committee  re-appointed  at  Lowell  for  three 
years,  and  located  at  New  York,  presents  the  following  as  its 
Seventh  Annual  Eeport 

L — The  reports  of  the  Corresponding  Members  of  this  Com- 
mittee, from  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
Alabama,  District  of  Columbia,  Georgia,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina  and  Veimont,  are  appended 
to  this  report ;  and  also  the  reports  of  Eichard  C.  Morse,  General 
Secretary,  and  Eobert  Weidensall,  General  Agent 

II. — State  and  Local  Conventions  have  been  held  as  follows 
during  the  past  year :  Maritime  Provinces,  Provinces  of  Ontario 
and  Quebec,  Alabama,  Connecticut,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Ehode 
Island  Vermont,  and  West  Virginia. 

At  eight  of  these  the  Committes  was  represented  by  one  of  its 
members,  or  by  the  General  Secretary.  These  gatherings  increase 
in  usefulness  every  year,  and  are  of  inestimable  value  to  our  work. 
They  are  gradually  ceasing  to  be  religious  mass  meetings,  and 
take  on  more  and  more  the  character  of  an  institute,  where  the 
proper  work  of  the  Associations  is  calmly  discussed,  and  every 
effort  made  to  instruct  those  just  commencing  it  At  the  evening 
sessions  the  exercises  are  of  a  general  character,  vei*y  largely  at- 
tended, and  are  fruitful  of  precious  results  in  the  awakening  of 
the  unconverted. 

in. — Eichard  C.  Morse  returned  from  the  Amsterdam  Con- 
ference in  October,  and  immediately  assumed  the  duties  of 
General  Secretary  of  this  Committee.  Every  day  justifies  the 
action  of  the  Lowell  Convention,  which  authorized  his  employ- 
ment    The  mass  of  detail  which  the  general  work  now  involves,. 
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the  extended  correspondence,  and  the  constant  calls  upon  the 
Committee  for  some  one  to  attend  conventions,  meetings  for  the 
fonnation  of  associations,  anniversaries,  and  for  general  visitation, 
render  the  assistance  of  some  one  of  liberal  culture,  and  large 
knowledge  of  associations  indispensable.  It  is  not  possible,  in 
any  report  presented  here,  to  set  forth,  in  any  ihtelligible  man- 
ner, the  particulars  of  our  office  work.  It  is  daily  increasing,  and 
if  the  Associations  continue  to  increase  in  numbers,  efficiency  and 
influence,  as  they  have  heretofore  done — and  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  they  will  not — more  assistance  will  be  required 

Since  October  1st,  Mr.  Morse  has  attended  six  State  Conven- 
tions, viz.  :  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Ohio,  West 
Virginia  and  New  Hampshire.  He  has  visited  thirty-four  Asso- 
ciations. 

IV. — Mr.  Weidensall,  the  Agent  of  the  Association  at  the 
West,  began  his  work  late  in  October.  He  was  instructed  first 
to  A^sit  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  at  that  time  had  received  no 
direct  attention  from  this  Committee.  He  found  no  State  organ- 
ization, and  no  means  of  communicating  with  the  few  societies 
then  existing  through  any  supervising  agency.  The  whole 
aspect  was  uninviting.  His  labors  for  the  year  have  been  princi- 
pally confined  to  this  State,  though  he  has  visted  Iowa,  Wiscon- 
sin and  Indiana.  He  has  been  most  cordially  received,  and  has 
rendered  faithful  and  most  useful  service.  He  has  traveled  6.043 
miles,  and,  except  in  one  instance,  at  reduced  fares,  granted  by 
railroad  officials.  He  has  visited  fifteen  Christian  Associations, 
seven  of  which  were  German  ;  assisted  in  reorganizing  two  Asso- 
ciations, and  by  personal  visitation  or  correspondence  in  the  forma- 
tion of  thirty-seven  new  ones,  not  all  however  in  Illinois.  He 
has  organized  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  two  educa- 
tional institutions,  and  prepared  the  way,  as  is  believed,  for  their 
formation  in  seven  others.  For  the  details  of  this  work  reference 
is  made  to  his  report. 

V.  In  March  last,  after  much  discussion,  the  Committee  reached 
the  conclusion  that  the  circulation  of  the  Monthly  did  not  com- 
pensate for  its  cost  in  labor  and  nioney.  Devoted  exclusively  to 
the  work  of  the  Associations,  it  appealed,  in  fact,  to  a  limited 


number  of  readers,  and  its  circulation  could  be  increased  only  by 
the  most  strenuous  and  persistent  efforts. 

The  views  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  need  of  the  MonOily 
in  the  management  of  the  Association  cause  in  their  hands, 
were  unchanged,  but  they  felt  justified  in  giving  up  the  publi- 
cation for  the  reasons  already  indicated.  It  was  found  that 
terms  could  be  made  with  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly  for 
the  publication  of  a  considerable  portion  of  our  news,  and  occa- 
sional editorial  discussions  of  our  work. 

Accordingly,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  American 
Tract  Society,  under  which  (1)  the  Monthly  ceased  with  the 
issue  of  the  April  number.  (2.)  The  news  of  the  Associations 
was  to  api)ear  in  the  Christian  Weekly  to  the  extent  of  one  and 
a  half  or  two  columns  per  week.  (3.)  The  news  to  be  prepared 
by  a  person  selected  by  the  Committee  (Dr.  Verranus  Morse  was 
chosen  for  this  purj^ose),  but  at  a  compensation  to  be  paid  by  the 
Tract  Society.  (4.)  Occasional  editorial  articles  were  to  appear, 
bearing  directly  on  our  work.  (5.)  A  more  decided  effort  was 
to  be  made  to  adapt  the  Weekly  to  young  men  as  a  class,  while 
its  admirable  fitness  for  the  family  circle  was  to  be  main- 
tained. (6.)  All  the  unexpired  subscriptions  to  the  Monthly 
were  to  be  met  most  liberally  by  the  Weekly,  (7  )  All  outstand- 
ing advertisements  were  to  be  inserted  in  the  Weeldy  without 
charge  to  the  Monthly,  (8.)  All  the  assets  of  the  Monthly^ 
including  the  subscriptions  already  due,  but  then  running,  and  all 
advertisements  then  running,  were  retained  by  the  Committee. 
(9.)  A  liberal  commission  was  allowed  to  the  Committee  and  to 
the  Associations  for  new  subscribers  and  advertisements;  and 
(10).  The  subscription  list  of  the  Monthly  was  handed  to  the 
Weekly. 

The  Committee  is  satisfied  with  the  arrangement,  as  the  best 
that  could  be  made.  The  Weekly  is  more  in  accord  with  the  As- 
sociations than  any  other  paper  of  which  the  Committee  has 
knowledge.  Its  cii'culation  is  large  and  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  it  now  carries  our  news  and  our  discussions  to  more  than 
ten  times  as  many  persons  as  the  Monthly  reached  in  its  most 
prosperous  days.     The  gentlemen  immediately  connected  with 
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the  Weekly^  in  its  business  management  and  its  editorial  staff, 
are  heartily  in  sympathy  with  our  work. 

It  is  believed,  therefore,  that  the  Convention  should  sanction 
and  endorse  the  action  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  Associa- 
tions throughout  the  continent  should  do  what  in  them  lies  to 
increase  the  circulation  of  the  Weekly^  not  simply  on  account  of 
its  unquestioned  general  merits,  but  because  in  that  way,  more 
than  in  any  other,  they  can  accomplish  the  purposes  of  the 
Conventions  in  the  establishment  of  the  Monthly.  The  regular 
issue  of  the  Weekly  thus  far  has  justified  our  expectations  in  the 
promises  given  to  Association  work. 

VL — The  American  Associations  were  represented  at  the 
World's  Conference,  at  Amsterdam,  in  August  last,  by  Moses  W. 
Pond,  Robert  R  McBumey  and  Richard  C.  Morse.  The  sessions 
continued  for  five  days.  Delegates  were  present  from  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Belgium,  Holland,  Prussia,  France,  Switzer- 
land, and  all  the  proceedings  were  characterized  by  the  most  fra- 
ternal spirit  Our  own  Delegates,  as  representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can Associations,  were  never  before  brought  so  closely  in  contact 
with  the  Continentarbrethren,  and  never  enjoyed  such  ample  op- 
portunities for  studying  the  Associations  abroad.  On  this  occa- 
sion also  a  place  in  the  conference  was  assigned  to  them  in  some 
measure  corresponding  with  the  relative  importance  and  magni- 
tude of  the  societies  and  interests  which  they  were  delegated  to 
represent.  The  interest  which  the  Associations  on  the  two  Con- 
tinents feel  in  each  other  is  steadily  increasing,  and  the  import- 
ance of  our  united  work  is  more  and  more  recognized.  This 
form  of  Christian  service  will  be  the  topic  of  a  paper  or  address 
at  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  New 
York.  Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  who  is  now  well  known  here,  is  dele- 
gated to  represent  the  British  Associations  at  this  Convention,  and 
the  Committee  recommends  that  one  of  the  evening  sessions  be 
set  apart  for  the  hearing  of  addresses  from  him  and  our  Delegates 
at  Amsterdam,  in  regard  to  Association  work  abroad. 

VIL — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Treasurer's  Report: 
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The  Committee  had  on  hand  at  the  last  Report $1,412  48 

Sabscriptions  received  at  Lowell  and  paid 8,526  00 

Previous  Conventions 185  00 

Sale  of  Annaal  Report  of  Lowell  Convention 265  25 

•  Sale  of  Annaal  Report  of  previous  Convention 64  50 

From  sale  of  Life  Membership  Certificates 38  45 

From  sale  of  .Songs  of  Devotion — two  years 287  58 

Sundries.../. 167  40 

Expended $5,952  61 

Salary  of  Mr.  Weidensall,  $147  25   /  ^ooa  qq  „«t^m  475i7  ts 

Traveling  expenses,  177  13  \ $324  88  unp  d  $727  i5 

$       of  this  is^last  year's  indebtedness. 

Salary  of  Mr.  Morse,  $1,87497  }  0111   iq 

Traveling  expenses,  $266.16       J  ^»^*^  ^^ 

Expenses  of  the  MonWy 2,887  87  unp*d     96  80 

Traveling  expenses  of  persons  attending  Conven- 
tions at  invitation  of  the  Committee .    107  00     "        140  50 

PubUshing  Annual  Report,  &c 153  86     "        234  48 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery 570  00     **  46  25 

Miscellaneous  expenses.^ 50  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  Committee,  from  which  is  to 

be  deducted  the  expenses  of  the  Convention.    218  38 

»5,952  61  $1,295  38 

Now  due  from  subscriptions,  $2,585.00 )  aq  qoq  ntx 

Now  due  from  Reports,  $248  00  ] fa»w«5,w 

The  Indianapolis  Convention  directed  the  Committee  to  pre- 
pare and  issue  a  certificate  of  life  membership.  This  was  done 
at  a  cost  of  $550,  and  one  thousand  copies  were  printed ;  about 
two  hundred  are  still  on  hand.  At  the  price  fixed  upon,  a  sale 
of  two  thousand  would  have  reimbursed  the  Committee. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  statement  that  the  Com- 
mittee now  owes  $1,295.38,  while  there  are  outstanding  pledges 
of  more  than  double  that  sum. 

Ever  since  this  Committee  was  appointed  seven  years  ago,  its 
work  has  been  hampered  by  ^he  failure  of  the  Associations  to 
respond  promptly  to  their  pledges.  The  signal  failure  after  the 
Washington  Convention  in  this  regard  almost  wholly  neutralized 
the  efforts  of  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  the  Monthly,  The 
present  pledges  should  be  promptly  paid,  and  the  Committee  re- 
lieved of  its  obligations. 

The  subscriptions  for  the  cuiTent  year,  in  view  of  the  need  of 
increased  effort,  should  not  fall  short  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 
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Vin. — A  tabulated  sumDciary  of  the  reports  from  the  Associa- 
tions forms  a  part  of  this  report.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
prominent  items : 

1.  Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Associations — ^a  larger  nurfiber 
by  eighty  than  in  any  previous  year  have  complied  with  the 
r  jquest  of  the  Committee  and  forwarded  reports  to  this  Conven- 
tion.     Three  hundred  and  eighteen  reported  at  Lowell. 

2.  Three  hundred  and  eighty -one  report  63,790  members. 

3.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  report  current  enpenses 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $272,654. 

4.  There  are  now  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four  on  the  roll, 
80  more  than  one  year  ago ;  35  have  disbanded ;  105  new  socie- 
ties have  been  organized. 

5.  Thirty-eight  Associations  have  buildings ;  last  year  there 
were  twenty-seven.     These  buildings  are  valued  at  $1,754,450. 

6.  Thirty-four  have  building  funds  amounting  to  $432,937. 
The  aggregate  of  buildings  and  building  funds  is  2,187,394,  being 
an  increase  over  last  year  of  $401,951. 

7.  We  include  in  the  above  enumeration  the  buildings  on  the 
eve  of  dedication  in  Montreal  and  Charlottetown.  Three  Asso- 
ciations are  now  erecting  buildings,  viz. :  Halifax,  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia,  which  will  be  completed  during  the  current  year. 

8.  There  are  now  thirty -two  in  colleges  and  literary  institu- 
tions, an  increase  of  six  within  the  year.  A  large  proportion  of 
thase  were  organized  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  WeidensalL 

IX — The  meeting  of  the  General  Secretaries  in  this  City, 
just  previous  to  our  own  gathering,  is  an  onward  step  in  our 
work.  Two  years  ago,  at  Washington,  there  was  a  very  brief 
conference  of  these  officers;  there  was  another  at  Lowell,  one 
year  ago.  Here  some  days  have  been  spent  in  careful  discussion 
of  the  special  work  of  these  officers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
results  will  be  laid  before  this  Convention  in  a  form  for  considera- 
tion and  action,  for  the  General  Secretaries  are  most  important 
officers  in  our  work ;  they  should  act  in  harmony  throughout  the 
Continent,  and  in  no  independent  spirit,  but  also  in  harmony  with 
the  purposes  of  the  associated  Societies.  In  short,  the  whole 
band  of  these  societies,  with  their  officers  and  working  men, 
should  move  as  one  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  sublime  mis- 
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sion  to  the  young  men  of  the   Continent — ^those   young  men 
especially  who,  as  thQy  enter  our  rooms,  first  gTasp  the  hand  of 
our  General  Secretary,  and  look  to  him,  if  he  is  equal  to  his 
'  work,  for  counsel  and  advice  in  all  their  affairs. 

X. — The  work  of  visitation,  through  the  agency  of  single 
societies,  or  State  organizations,  demands  discussion  and  enforce- 
ment in  this  Convention.  In  those  States  where  it  has  received 
practical  attention,  the  progress  has  been  marked  and  permanent. 
There  is  no  district  in  which  it  cannot  be  carried  on,  and  all  that 
is  needed  to  secure  it,  is  organization.  One  member  of  a  State 
Executive  Committee,  a  Christian  lavman,  engaged  in  a  large  and 
pressing  business,  during  his  busiest  season,  last  winter,  devoted 
twenty  days  and  evenings,  to  Association  work  in  the  State. 
What  he  has  done  others  can  do. 

X. — The  Committee  recommends  the  following  as  matters  upon 
which  the  Convention  should  take  action : 

1.  The  designation,  as  heretofore,  of  the  second  Sabbath  in 
November  next  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
the  work  of  the  Associations  throughout  the  world. 

2.  That  a  sum  of  not  less  than  seven  thousand  dollars  be 
raised  for  the  prosecution  of  the  general  work  for  the  coming 
year. 

3.  That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  continue  the  employ- 
ment of  a  General  Secretary,  and  such  other  agents  as  the  money 
in  its  hands  may  warrant,  for  the  prosecution  of  its  work. 

4.  That  the  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Committee  be  pe- 
remptorily instructed  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  Societies  on  their 
field,  during  the  year,  in  all  cases  where  provision  is  not  made 
for  one  by  some  other  local  authority. 

5.  That  the  circulation  of  The  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly  be 
commended  to  the  Associations  as  the  best  means  now  at  hand 
for  the  circulation  of  the  news  relating  to  Association  work. 

6;  That  the  preparation  of  The  Association  Manual  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Executive  Committee.  [In  regard  to  this,  it  is 
proper  to  say  that  the  Committee  has  not  felt  that  our  work  was 
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yet  sufficiently  matured  to  justify  the  publication  of  such  a  docu- 
ment.] 

7.  That  an  emphatic  deliverance  be  made  by  the  Convention 
in  favor  of  visitation  between  the  Associations,  as  an  important ' 
agency  for  the  encouragement  of  workers  and  the  strengthening 
of  the  Societies. 

XL — It  has  been  said  in  some  quarters  that  the  Associations 
were  losing  ground  and  power.  This  is  wholly  a  mistake.  The 
actual  facts  furnish  no  foundation  for  the  assertion.  The  reverse 
is  true.  It  cannot,  of  course,  be  disputed  that  some  Associations 
have  been  disbanded  during  the  year;  but  others  have  been 
organized,  and  there  is  an  actual  increase  in  the  number.  There 
was  a  period  of  very  rapid  growtL  It  began  with  the  Albany 
Convention  and  continued  till  that  at  Portland.  Then  there  was 
a  more  exact  definition  of  our  work,  and  a  much  slower  increase 
in  numbers.  From  that  time  the  growth  has  been  steady  and 
continuous.  Libraries  have  increased  in  numbers  and  in  size ; 
the  roll  of  membership  has  lengthened ;  there  has  been  less  com- 
plaint-that  treasuries  were  empty-;  buildings  have  been  multi- 
plied, with  less  incumbrance  of  debt ;  building  funds  have  grown; 
our  secular  agencies  have  become  more  powerful,  as  they  have 
been  arranged  with  better  system ;  employment  is  more  readily 
furnished  ;  our  religious  services  have  been  more  and  more  blessed 
to  young  men  by  the  Master  whom  we  follow ;  our  outdoor  ser- 
vices, conducted  by  laymen,  have  become  an  institution  of 
acknowledged  usefulness  in  the  work  of  the  Church  universal 
The  almost,  unknown  young  men,  who  seven  or  eight  years  ago 
were  foremost  in  our  work,  have  come  more  and  more  to  the 
front  in  all  the  employments  which  go  to  make  up  national  in- 
dustry and  life ;  and  their  added  wealth,  and  influence  and  power 
are,  as  heretofore,  ours.  No !  a  backward  step  has  not  been 
taken !  The  future  is  rich  in  promise  to  us  and  to  our  associates, 
upon  the  one  single  condition — that  we  be  faithful  to  our  Elder 
Brother.  With  added  emphasis  we  repeat,  "The  Association 
cause  was  never  so  strong  on  this  Continent  as.  it  is  to-day. .  It 
never  commanded  so  much  money ;  never  had  so  stvong  a  hold 
as  now  upon  public  sympathy ;  never  have  Association  men  seen 
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so  clearly  as  now,  that  it  is  their  overshadowing  duty  in  these 
Societies,  to  labor  primarily,  chiefly,  always  for  the  salvation  of 
young  men ;  and  never  has  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  more 
richly  blessed  their  efforts  than  in  the  year  now  closed." 

CEPHAS  BEAINEED,         "^  |i 
JAMES  STOKES,  Jr,  /  I 

ROBERT  R  McBUENEY,    (  I 
,  EDGAR  A.  HUTCHINS,     ^  | 

BENJ.  C.  WETMORE,         \  | 
VERRANUS  MORSE,  M.  D.  H 
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REPORT  OF  RICHARD  C.  MORSE. 

Early  in  October,  1872,  I  accepted  the  invitation  and  appointment  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  to  act  as  their  General  Secretary.  Daring  the  past  nine 
months,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  this  new  oflBce,  created  by  vote  of  the  last 
convention,  (Lowell,  Mass.,  June  14,  1872.)  the  following  work  has  been  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  : 

The  winter  months  were  chiefly  occupied  with  the  office  work,  including  cor- 
respondence with  the  Associations  which  during  the  six  years  of  the  Commit- 
tee's service  had  been  till  then,  at  great  expei^se  of  time  and  effort,  carried  on 
by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Brainerd.  In  connection  with  replies  to  letters,  the  docu- 
ments published  by  the  Committee  have  been  instructively  circulated  among 
Associations  j  ust  organizing,  and  wherever  a  better  understanding  of  the  nature, 
scope  and  agencies  of  our  work  seemed  to  be  called  f6r. 

An  extensive  correspondence  also  resulted  from  the  vote  at  Lowell,  which 
conditionally  selected  San  Francisco  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  this  C<nivention. 
Many  letters  of  inquiry  and  consultation  were  exchanged  with  the  railroad  com- 
panies and  influential  friends  of  the  cause,  as  well  as  with  brethren  in  all  parts 
of  the  Continent.  The  result  was  unfavorable  to  the  project,  and  was  duly  an- 
nounced in  the  circular  calling  the  Convention  to  meet  in  the  City  of  Pough- 
keepsie. 

As  opportunity  presented  and  the  office  work  of  the  Committee  allowed,  a 
visitation,  reaching  the  following  forty  Associations  in  nine  States  and  Prov- 
inces, has  been  undertaken  : 


Waterbury,  Conn Oct.     9-10 

Fall  River,  Mass "     23-24 

Springfield,  Vt Nov.    6-7 

Toledo,  O •*     15-17 

Parkersburg.  W.  Va "      22-24 

Manchester,  N.  H May    5-6 


Bellevue,  O Nov.  18 

Cleveland,0 "     19 

Akron,  O "    19 

Granville.  O "    20 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va "    25 

Lancaster,  Pa Feb.    3 

Waynesl)oro,  Pa "  4-5 

Greencastle,  Pa "      6 

Newville.  Pa "      6 

Nyack,N.Y "    14 

Binghamton,  N.  Y Mar.  17 

Unadilla,  "     "    18 

Norwich,  "     "    19 


Owego,  N.  Y Mar. 

Cortland,  "     " 

Cornell  Univer.,  Ithaca,  NY..  " 

Moravia,  N.  Y " 

Auburn,      "     " 

Ithaca,        "     " 

Rochester  University,  N.  Y. . 


20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 


Greenpoint,  N.  Y April  2 

Peekskill,        "     . .  ^ 

Utlca,  "     . . 

Rome,  "     . . 

Syracuse,         "     . . 

Amsterdam,     "     . , 

Albany,  "     . , 

Fulton,  "     . . 

Little  Falls,     " 

St.  Johns.  N.B.... 

Madison,  N.  J 

Walden.  N.  Y 

New  Utrecht,  N.  Y 


14 
16 
.April  19-20 

"    21 

"    23 

"    24 

.....May    2 

"3-5 

..May  27-28 

June   2 

"      8 

12 


Mount  Kisco,  N.  Y June  14-15 

At  the  six  places  first  named  in  the  above  list,  State  Conventions  were 
attended. 

Of  the  Connecticut  Associations,  eighteen  were  represented  at  Waterbury  by 
about  one  hundred  delegates.  The  State  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  M.  Wilcox,  reported 
a  canvass  reaching  fifty-five  different  places.  The  brethren  were  so  encouraged 
thAt  they  voted  $500  to  continue  this  work  the  ensuing  year. 

At  Fall  River,  Mass.,  yet  greater  enthusiasm  was  manifested.  Thirty-five 
Associations  were  represented  by  one  hundred  and  seven  delegates.    After 
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stirring  reports,  the  State  Committee  received  pledges  for  $750,  to  detnj  the 
expenses  of  their  next  canTmss. 

In  Vermont,  th&  Convention  at  Springfield  (a  point  remote  from  the  railroad) 
was  small  in  numbers  (twentj-five  delegates  from  fourteen  Associations  with 
thirty-five  corresponding  members)  owing  to  the  distemper  then  prevailing 
among  the  horses  of  that  region.  The  State  Committee  reported  a  visitation  of 
the  Associations,  undertaken  in  the  heat  both  of  summer  and  the  political  cam- 
paign. The  result  was  disheartening.  It  was,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  first 
and  only  instance  in  which  a  visitation  of  this  sort  has  been  attempted  in  anj 
State  by  our  societies,  and  has  failed  to  commend  itself  to  the  next  Conventioo. 

In  New  Hampshire  the  very  opposite  impression  was  created.  Fiftj  dele- 
gates from  fifteen  Associations  and  seventy  corresponding  members  assembled 
in  Manchester.  It  had  been  a  year  of  discouragement  in  the  State,  so  that  the 
usual  period  for  calling  the  Convention  in  the  autumn  had  passed  without  any 
meeting.  A  revival  of  interest,  however,  appeared  among  the  delegates. 
Members  of  the  Massachusetts  Committee  told  of  the  Lord's  blesring  upon  the 
recent  canvass  in  their  own  State,  and  with  unprecedented  enthusiasm  $1,000 
was  raised  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  similar  tour  in  New  Hampshire. 

A  genuine  religious  interest  pervaded  alike  all  the  sessions  of  these  four  New 
England  Conventions.  In  the  first  two  and  the  last  more  emphasis  was  laid  on 
Associational  discussion  of  the  work  and  of  the  agencies  employed  in  the  several 
Societies,  and  the  delegates  separated  with  a  zeal  for  specific  work,  the  nature 
and  methods  of  which  had  been  pointed  out. 

Another  feature  common  to  these  Conventions  was  an  unusually  hearty 
endorsement,  by  the  ministers  present,  of  the  Association  and  its  work.  This 
was  mingled  with  allusion  by  them  to  a  doubt  and  hesitation  in  the  past  wbidi 
had  now  wholly  disappeared.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  them  matter  for  wonder- 
ment that  it  had  ever  existed.  To  one  visiting  in  turn  these  different  Conven- 
tions, it  appeared  not  a  little  singular  that  this  sentiment,  in  terms  almost 
identically  the  same,  should  be  iterated  and  reiterated  in  places  so  far  removed 
from  one  another  and  by  ministerial  brethren  who  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  hearing  each  other's  words. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  not  a  single  Association  in  Connecticut, 
Vermont,  or  Maine  has  yet  secured  a  General  Secretary,  to  devote  his  time  and 
energies  chiefly  to  the  work  of  these  societies.  Such  an  officer  in  any  one  of 
the  larger  cities  would  be  a  blessing  to  thp  cause,  not  only  in  his  own  com- 
munity  but  throughout  the  State. 

The  Second  Convention  of  the  West  Virginia  Associations  met  in  Parkers 
burg,  and  consisted  of  twenty  delegates  from  four  societies.  The  State  Secre- 
tary and  State  Committee  were  absent,  being  unavoidably  detained  at  the  last 
minute,  but  quiet,  instructive  sessions  were  held.  The  Associations  in  this 
part  of  the  country  are  yet  in  their  infancy  but  give  promise  of  growth  in 
numbers  and  influence. 

The  Ohio  Convention,  with  100  delegates  from  twenty-one  Associations, 
stirred  the  City  of  Toledo  by  its  enthusiastic  meetings.  Vigorous  activity 
in  the  larger  and  smaller  towns  was  reported.  The  news  of  the  blessed  work 
among  the  railroad  men  in  Cleveland,  which  had  been  extended  along  the  iron 
tracks  to  a  score  of  places  in  the  neighborhood,  kindled  a  flame  of  emulation 
among  the  brethren.  The  discussions  were  prayerful  and  practical,  and  the 
delegates  separated  instructed  as  well  as  stimulated  for  their  work  at  home. 
The  deep  popular  impression  made  by  this^as  well  as  by  all  preceding  Ohio 
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Conventions — in  the  place  of  meeting,  aids  powerfully  the  good  inflaence  of 
these  assemblies.  This  is  to  strongly  pronoanced,  that  each  year  many  Asso- 
ciations in  that  State  are  eager  to  entertain  the  next  Convention.  No  less 
than  six  competing  iovitations  were  promptly  and  urgently  extended  at 
Toledo.  What  largely  contributes  to  this  wide  popularity  of  the  Convention, 
ia  the  circumstance  that  in  Ohio  the  time  of  meeting  is  located  at  the  end  of 
the  week,  so  that  most  of  the  delegates  remain  over  Sunday  in  the  place  of 
meeting,  occupy  many  of  the  pulpits  and  are  heard  in  all  the  Sunday  Schools 
if  not  also  on  the  streets  during  the  day,  so  that  in  the  evening  the  largest  hall 
of  the  town  or  city  is  crowded  to  hear  the  brethren  bid  impressive  far'ewell  to  one 
another  and  the  Christian  people.among  whom  they  have  met.  It  invariably 
proves  a  day  of  blessing  to  the  entire  community.  I  hope  the  time  may  soon 
come  when  our  State  Conventions  will  in  this  matter  imitate  the  example  of 
the  brethren  in  Ohio  and  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  where  the  experiment  of 
years  has  shown  the  wisdom  of  copying  in  every  State  and  Province  this 
Sabbath  feature  of  our  International  Convention. 

Of  the  remaining  thirty  Associations  visited,  most  were  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  tour  among  them  was  made  partly  in  company  with  the  chairman 
of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  Erskine  Uhl,  and  under  direction  of 
that  Committee.  Several  societies  in  Pennsylvania  were  also  visitecL  with  Rev. 
S.  A.  Taggart,  the  Association  Secretary  of  that  State. 

Five  on  the  list,  viz.,  those  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  Madison,  N.  J.,  Nyack,  Una- 
dilla,  and  Moravia,  N.  Y.,  were  in  the  act  of  organizing,  and  welcomed  heartily 
words  of  suggestion  and  encouragement. 

One  of  the  Associations  visited,  that  in  St.  John,  N.  B..  was  in  the  act  of 
dedicating  a  beautiful  building,  erected  at  a  cost  of  |35,000.  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  architectural  ornaments  in  the  city,  and  gives  our  active  and  energetic 
brethren  there  admirable  opportunity  to  largely  extend  ^heir  work. 

Two,  at  Binghamton  and  Owego,  N.  Y.,  had  suspended  work,  but  with  hope 
and  intention  of  renewing  their  activity.  At  several  points  the  society  was 
feeble  and  needed  the  impulse  that  so  often  comes  from  fraternal  qrmpathy  and 
ooonsel. 

It  was  cheering  to  notice  that  in  all  places  alike  there  seemed  to  be  less  dis- 
position than  usual  to  question  the  utility  of  the  organization.  Difficulties— 
and  there  were  always  some— were  referred  to  local  causes.  Desire,  eflTort  and 
prayer  were  directed  to  the  overcoming  of  these,  under  the  conviction  that  just 
such  social  and  religious  work  for  young  men  as  the  Association  contemplated 
was  urgently  needed.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  spirit  of  inquiry  as  to  the 
best  methods  of  Association  work,  and  the  experience  of  other  societies.  Such 
inquiry  can  be  gratified  only  by  a  more  extended  visitation  and  by  more  fre- 
quent intercourse  among  the  brethren  engaged  in  common  effort  for  the  beet 
weliiure  of  young  men. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  ROBERT  WEIDENSALL 

I  began  the  work  of  laet  year  in  October.  The  field  assigned  me  was  Illinois 
I  have  traveled  6,043  miles,  stopped  in  54  cities  and  towns,  and  visited  7  male 
Associations,  1  female  Association,  and  7  German  Yungllngs  Vereins.  I  have 
reorganized  2  Associations  that  were  working  at  a  disadvantage,  and  have  as- 
sisted in  starting  87  new  organizations.  Many  of  these  are  in  other  States,  and 
the  aid  rendered  them  was  through  letter  correspondence. 

On  my  way  to  Illinois  I  visited  the  Davenport,  Iowa,  Association.  They  had 
just  changed  their  rooms  and  were  preparing  for  a  more  vigorous  prosecution 
of  their  work.  I  met  their  officers  and  the  young  man  wl^om  they  had  engaged 
as  superintendent.  Our  interview  was  pleasant  and  profitable.  I  urged  them 
to  take  the  Association  Monthly  and  study  it  with  care.  This  advice  I  have 
given  to  all,  until  the  Monthly  was  merged  into  the  lUustraUd  ChruUan 
Weekly.  Since  that  time  I  have  encouraged  the  circulation  of  that  paper 
among  our  Association  members.  At  Moline,  Illinois,  I  attended  a  meeting 
appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  organizing  a  Scandinavian  Association. 
I  addressed  them  and  answered  many  questions  relative  to  Association  woriL. 
Temporary  officers  were  then  chosen  and  a  committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
papers  for  permanent  organization.  In  every  thing  it  promises  success.  A 
large  field  of  labor  surrounds  it. 

To  ascertain  the  exact  condition  of  the  Associations  in  the  State,  there  was 
no  alternative  but  to  visit  the  most  prominent  towns  and  cities.  Accordingly 
I  went  to  Chicago,  Aurora,  Rockford,  Freeport,  Qalesburg,  Springfield,  Quincy, 
Decatur,  Bloomington,  Peoria,  Ottawa  and  Joliet,  111.,  and  Burlington,  Iowa. 
In  all  these  places  Associations  had  existed  and  had  accomplished  a  good  work, 
and  in  almost  every  case  some  organized  results  remained  to  witness  the  bene- 
ficent work  that  these  Associations  had  performed.  Although  the  memory  of 
them  waa  dear,  yet  there  was  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Christian  people 
to  re-organize.  Chicago  and  Aurora  were  the  only  large  ^aces  where  there 
were  Associations.  The  Chicago  Association  maintains  a  free  reading  room,  a 
good  daily  prayer  meeting,  and  a  lecture  course  ;  is  doing  a  good  work  in  rail- 
road depots  and  passenger  cars,  and  has  two  papers  of  large  circulation,  pub- 
lished under  its  name. 

Aurora  has  a  good  reading  room,  maintains  a  daily  prayer  meeting,  sustains 
a  mission  school  for  neglected  children,  and  does  some  relief  work.  But  neither 
of  these  Associations  reach  the  young  men  as  they  desire  to  do. 

In  the  course  of  my  visit  to  the  larger  towns  and  cities,  already  specified,  I 
occasionally  stopped  in  other  places.  In  Batavia,  a  town  of  scarcely  1,500  in- 
habitants, I  found  an  Association  with  some  excellent  workers  in  it.  They 
have  a  fine  room  and  hold  some  very  interesting  meetings.  They  look  forward 
with  bright  hopes  to  the  possession  of  a  building  of  their  own  at  no  very  dis- 
tant day.  At  Elgin,  on  the  Rock  River,  where  the  National  Watch  Company 
have  their  manufactory,  I  found  an  Association  in  moribund  condition.  I  called 
upon  its  President,  who  was  a  persevering  man ;  but  for  him  it  would  have 
died  long  ago.  I  met  the  principal  members  in  the  business  and  prayer  meet- 
ings of  the  Association,  and  the  Lord  enabled  me  to  propose  a  plan  by  whidi 
they  could  go  to  work  again  with  a  hope  of  success.  A  round  sum  of  money 
was  secured,  and  the  way  appeared  quite  clear.  The  last  account  I  had  from 
it  was  that  it  was  doing  well. 
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At  Dixon  there  were  warm-hearted  advocates  of  the  ABSOciation.  I  canvassed 
the  matter  of  organization  with  those  who  were  most  injterested  in  the  salvation 
of  young  men.  There  seemed  to  he  but  one  desire ;  that  was  to  have  an  Associa- 
tion. The  only  question  was,  can  it  be  sustained  ?  In  a  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose,  it  was  determined  to  enter  into  an  organization  at  once.  It  was  con- 
cluded that  the  best  way  to  answer  the  question  was  to  make  the  trial. 

While  I  could  do  nothing  with  the  dead  American  Association  in  Galesburg, 
I  succeeded  in  efifecUng  an  organization  among  the  Scandinavian  Christians  of 
that  City.  I  addressed  a  very  large  meeting  of  that  nationality.  They  listened 
with  great  attention,  and  immediately  proposed  to  form  an  Association. 

In  Carthage  College  I  met  a  band  of  religious  students,  and  showed  them 
the  Importance  and  usefulness  of  our  Association  in  educational  institutions. 

They  at  once  promised  me  to  organize  as  soon  as  possible.  I  gave  them  all 
needed,  information  and  necessary  papers,  and  left  the  matter  in  their  hands. 

While  I  was  in  Bloomington,  I  saw  no  favorable  opportunity  to  reorganize 
the  old  Association,  nor  to  form  a  new  one,  yet  I  gained  an  audience  with  the 
Christian  students  of  the  Wesleyan  University  located  there.  After  a  satisfactory 
explanation,  they  resolved  themselves  into  an  Association,  and  have  since  made 
steady  advancement.  I  visited  the  Association  in  the  State  Normal  University, 
several  miles  from  Bloomington.  Found  there  a  company  of  most  worthy 
young  men.  Inexperieneed  in  Association  matters  they,  held  their  business 
naeetings  immediately  after  the  devotional  services. 

All  the  business  was  thus  done  in  a  most  public  way.  It  not  only  occasioned 
delay,  but  robbed  the  devotional  meetings  of  their  beneficial  results.  I  advised 
them  to  put  the  bulk  of  their  business  into  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Directors. 
This  idea  pleased  them  very  much,  and  the  proposition  was  at  once  made  to 
amend  the  Constitution  in  that  particular.  Many  conversions  took  place  in 
the  meetings  of  these  two  University  Associations.  They  both  afterward  en- 
joyed the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  great  revival  led  by  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, in  Bloomington,  last  winter. 

Up  to  the  holidays,  I  made  my  headquarters  in  Aurora.  Afterwards  I  went 
to  Chicago  to  look  at  the  field  from  that  standpoint.  I  spent  about  a  week 
there.  During  that  time  I  answered  several  earnest  appeals  for  the  necessary 
information  to  organize  Associations  in  distant  localities.  In  my  answers  to 
these  requests,  I  was  very  careful  to  give  the  best  advice,  and  to  guard  them 
from  every  possible  mistake.  I  then  determined  to  make  another  trip  through 
the  State,  and  not  to  pass  by  any  of  the  smaller  towns  that  might  afford  an 
opportunity  to  form  an  Association.  In  this  trip  I  was  quite  successful.  But 
the  Lord  had  prepared  the  way  for  me.  From  the  beginning  of  the  week  of 
prayer  there  was  a  manifest  change  in  the  religious  condition  of  the  Christian 
people  of  Illinois.  All  seemed  to  be  praying  and  hoping  for  an  outpouring  of 
0od'8  spirit. 

At  Morris,  Lexington,  Champaign,  Charleston  and  Dupage  township,  Will 
Co.,  where  there  had  been  protracted  religious  services,  and  souls  gathered 
into  the  Church,  I  started  general  Associations.  At  Urbana  an  Association 
was  formed  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  at  Plainfield  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
The  membership  of  both  these  Associations  is  open  to  all  evangelical  Christians. 
The  latter  one  is  in  a  small  country  town,  and  has  been  doing  a  good  work  in 
holding  district  prayer-meetings  in  the  country  to  accommodate  all  the  young 
people. 

ii 
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In  the  Ulinoia  Indastrial  University,  I  organized  two  very  promisiiig  A»o- 
ciations,  one  among  tiie  young  men,  and  one  among  the  young  ladies. 
There  are  about  400  or  500  students  in  attendance  at  this  school;  about 
the  same  number  as  at  the  State  Normal  University.  Nothing  gives  me 
greater  pleasure  than  to  institute  an  organized  religious  work  in  the  State 
schools  of  our  county.  I  think  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  our  Assodation.  In 
the  Northwestern  College  at  Napernlle,  the  Christian  students  had  been  anxious 
to  systematize  their  religious  work  more,  and  the  Association  seemed  to  be  the 
ver^  thing  they  wanted.  Hence  they  entered  into  it  with  heart  and  hand.  I 
returned  to  Chicago  after  a  trip  of  three  months,  and  spent  more  than  a  month 
in  the  city.  During  this  time  letters  came  in  from  every  quarter,  where  the 
Lord  had  blessed  the  people,  asking  for  sample  Constitutions  and  instructions 
in  regard  to  the  formation  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  These  I 
answered ,  as  1  have  already  said,  with  the  greatest  care.  Some  of  the  larger 
places,  where  I  could  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  forming  Assodations  when  1 
visited  them,  on  account  of  a  want  of  religious  interest,  are  now  on  the  list  of 
those  towns  which  have  made  application  for  the  necessary  instruction  to  or- 
ganize Associations.  Such  is  the  change  which  the  Spirit  of  God  makes  in  his 
people  when  they  draw  nigh  to  him.  The  following  are  the  places  which  I 
addressed  by  letter :  Butler,  Bloomington,  Mason  City,  Rock  i<alls,  Clinton  and 
Rockford,  111. ;  Camanche,  Eddyvilie,  Burlington  and  Pella,  Iowa ;  Preeoott 
and  Fort  Howard,  Wis. ;  Greensburg  Ind. ;  Elmore,  Ohio ;  Owatonna,  Minn. ; 
Charlotte,  Mich.,  and  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

In  Chicago  I  aided  three  Scandinavian  Churches  to  organize  within  them- 
selves Associations.  One  of  these  Associations  was  begun  last  fall.  It  made 
rapid  progress  in  every  respect.  It  now  numbers  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  the  city.  It  has  a  commodious  and  con- 
venient room  in  the  church  building.  It  has  a  library  of  300  volumes  of  select 
Scandinavian  literature.  It  has  tables  with  papers  and  periodicals,  amcmg 
which  was  the  Association  Montui.y,  and  it  has  a  good  cabinet  organ.  In  the 
English  meetings  the  Association  has  been  addressed  by  some  of  the  first  men 
of  the  city.  All  their  general  work  of  whatever  character,  is  put  into  the 
hands  of  committees  after  the  manner  of  our  American  Societies.  It  has  also 
an  Immigrant  Committee  of  six  members,  one  of  whom  is  called  agent,  who 
assists  in  every  possible  way  their  countrymen  coming  from  the  Fatherland 
without  knowledge  of  American  customs,  or  in  destitute  circumstances.  There 
are  two  general  meetings  a  week — on  Monday  evening  in  the  English,  and  on 
Friday  evening  in  the  Scandinavian  language.  The  library  and  reading-room 
are  kept  open  every  night  except  Sunday. 

The  second  Association  was  organized  this  Spring.  It  has  a  large  member- 
ship and  is  preparing  to  do  a  considerable  work  outside  of  the  mutual  im- 
provement  of  its  members.  The  congregation  with  which  this  Associadon  is 
identified,  have  just  completed  their  new  church  on  the  site  of  the  one  destroyed 
by  the  great  fire.  In  the  design  of  this  building  a  large  and  convenient  room 
was  set  apart  for  the  especial  use  of  such  an  organization.  The  Assodatlcn 
has  some  very  excellent  material.  They  speak  English  fluently,  and  many  of 
their  exercises  are  in  the  English  language.  There  is  certainly  a  fair  prospect 
ahead.  The  third  Association  was.  organized  yet  more  recently,  and  holds  its 
meetings  in  the  Church  School  House.  It  has  from  15  to  20  members.  It  is 
in  a  newer  portion  of  the  city,  and  its  meml^ers  have  not  been  so  long  in  this 
country.    Hence  they  cannot  speak  the  English  sJB  well  as  the  others.    This 
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AModation  luis  a  good  field  of  work ;  it  is  sorroanded  with  a  mnltitade  of 
Scandinavians.  One  reason  why  I  have  dwelt  so  long  upon  these  Scandinayian 
Associations,  is  because  they  as  a  people  enter  into  our  American  customs  more 
readily  than  any  other  foreigners  of  a  different  language,  and  also  because  the 
field  of  labor  among  their  countrymen  is  so  great. 

I  also  visited  six  large  German  Churches  in  Chicago,  which  have  associated 
with  Yungling-Vereins.  These  vereins  are  made  up  of  boys  and  unmarried 
men  from  14  years  and  upward,  and  number  severally  from  20  to  40  members. 
The  purpose  of  these  organizations  is  to  mutually  benefit  their  members,  and 
to  keep  them  from  running  into  vice.  The  members  are  all  pledged  against 
attending  any  place  of  dissipation.  The  first  violation  of  this  agreement  calls 
forth  the  censure  of  the  Association.  If  persisted  in,  suspension  or  expulsion 
follows.  Each  of  these  Associations  has  or  proposes  to  have  a  library.  Much 
time  is  taken  up  in  singing.  The  minister  always  meets  with  them  and  takes 
up  considerable  time  in  the  regular  meetings.  They  do  not  meet  often  enough, 
only  once  a  month,  except  for  singing.  Each  of  them  holds  an  Anniversary 
Meeting  at  such  times  that  the  members  of  the  other  Vereins  can  attend.  If 
these  Associations  were  conducted  as  they  should  be,  they  could  do  more  good 
proportionally  than  the  American.  The  location  of  these  churches  have  been  so 
wisely  considered  as  to  accommodate  the  largest  Qerman  populations.  They 
have  from  one  to  three  large  schoolhouses  belonging  to  each  church,  in  either 
of  which  a  room  could  be  obtained  for  the  use  of  such  an  organization,  without 
co«t,  only  for  fuel.  Nor  do  I  think  that  they  would  be  adverse  to  making  these 
organizations  more  effective  in  reaching  young  men,  if  approached  in  a  proper 
manner. 

I  went  to  Evanston,  a  suburban  town,  the  seat  of  the  North  Western  University, 
on  Lake  Michigan,  to  attend  a  meeting  called  to  organize  a  Toung  Men's 
Christian  Association.  There  was  considerable  debating  about  the  qualifica- 
tions for  active  membership  and  about  the  name  of  the  organization.  They 
adopted  the  Evangelical  test,  but  refused  to  call  it  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  I  told  them 
that  the  name  was  a  secondary  matter,  if  they  only  adopted  the  purpose  of  our 
Association,  which  was  to  save  young  men. 

After  I  returned  to  the  City  I  made  a  trip  through  Iowa.  Had  a  consultation 
with  the  Managers  of  the  Council  Bluff  Association.  They  were  doing  a  good 
and  extensive  work.  I  gave  them  some  practical  hints  which  were  very  kindly 
received,  and  told  them  to  send  delegates  to  the  International  Convention  ;  but 
they  doubted  their  ability  to  do  so,  yet  they  promised  to  send  a  complete  report 
of  their  doings  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

At  Maquoketa,  Iowa,  a  railroad  town  of  2,500  inhabitants,  I  organized  a  new 
Association.  Although  they  began  with  a  fair  number  of  members,  they  pre- 
ferred an  entirely  Christian  institution  to  a  popular  organization.  Hence  they 
only  provided  for  active  members,  and  they  must  be  evangelical  Christians. 
They  did  this  for  their  own  highest  welfare,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  most 
effectual  means  to  save  young  men.    Success  must  crown  such  a  purpose. 

On  my  way  back  to  Chicago  I  attended  a  quarterly  meeting  of  a  Christian 
Association  in  Sterling,  111.  The  object  of  this  Association  is  almost  the  same 
as  that  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  but  more  general  in  its  character.  The  establishment 
of  a  reading-room  was  under  discussion,  and,  by  request,  I  told  them  what  I 
believed  to  be  the  easiest  method  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  defray  all 
expenses,  and  the  best  way  to  keep  the  room  after  it  was  established.  I  also 
spoke  at  some  length.on  the  Sabboth  School  work,  which  had  previously  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  meeting. 
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To  recapitulate.  I  have  visited  seven  raale  Associations :  one  in  Chicm^, 
Aurora,  Batavia,  Elgin,  Pontiac,  Normal  University,  at  Normal,  III.,  and  Dav- 
enport, Iowa ;  and  I  may  add.  Council  Bluff,  Iowa,  and  Omaba,  Neb. ;  one 
female  Association,  in  Normal  University  ;  six  yunglings  vereins,  in  German 
churches  in  Chicago ;  and  one  in  a  German  church  at  Bloomington,  111. 

I  helped  to  re-organize  three  Associations :  one  at  Elgin,  one  in  the  Normal 
•University,  and  one  at  Logansport,  Ind. 

I  prepared  the  way  to  organize  five  Associations  in  educational  institutions : 
one  in  Carthage  College,  Carthage  ;  one  in  Northwestern  College,  Naperville ; 
one  in  Wesleyan  University,  Bloomington ;  and  two  in  the  State  Indastrial 
University,  at  Champaign, 

I  effected  six  organizations  in  individual  churches,  as  follows :  one  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  at  Urbana ;  one  in  the  Methodist  Church,  at  Plainfield ;  one  in 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  at  Moline ;  and  three  in  Scandinavian  Churches 
in  Chicago. 

I  assisted  in  the  formation  of  ten  general  Associations  at  Dixon,  Galesburg 
(Scandinavian),  Morris,  Lexington,  Champaign,  Charleston,  Dupage  township. 
Will  Co. ;  and  Evanston,  111.,  and  at  Maqnoketa,  Iowa.  And  I  aided  by  corres- 
pondence, sixteen :  at  Butler,  Bloomington,  Mason  City,  Rock  Falls,  Clinton 
and  Rockford,  111. ;  Camanche,  Kddyville,  Burlington  and  Fella,  Iowa ;  Pre*- 
cott  and  Fort  Howard,  Wis.;  Greensburg,  Ind.;  Elmore,  Ohio;  Owatonna, 
Minn. ;  and  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

I  have  been  kindly  treated  by  the  good  people  of  Illinois.  All  but  one  of 
the  railroads  gave  me  reduced  fare  when  I  applied  to  the  proper  authoritit*. 
I  received  letters  of  introduction  from  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  and  D.  J.  Pike, 
of  Aurora. 

May  the  Lord,  whom  we  love  and  in  whose  service  we  labor,  make  use  of 
these  organized  instrumentalities  to  extend  His  kingdom  among  young  men. 


THE  BRITISH   PROVINCES. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

The  Associations  now  existing  in  New  Brunswick  are :  St.  John,  Frederic 
ton,  St.  Stephen,  St.  Andrews,  Central  Norton,  Upper  Norton,  Chatham,  New- 
castle, Bathurst,  Richibucto,  Dalhousie,  Campbelltown  and  Woodstock. 

The  two  latter  have  been  organized  during  the  year,  and  the  letters  of  the 
Secretaries  to  me  indicate  a  good  degree  of  earnestness  in  the  work. 

The  other  Associations,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  keep  up  the  usual  prayer  meet- 
ings  and  literary  exercises.    A  few  have  lectures  in  the  winter. 

In  St.  John  the  members  have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  absorbed  by  the  cares 
incident  to  the  erection  and  completion  of  their  new  building,  which  was  form- 
ally opened  on  the  27th  of  May.  It  has  perhaps  a  finer  front  than  any  other  build- 
ing in  the  city,  and  we  have  found.it  very  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Association.  At  our  dedication  service,  which  was  well  attended  and  successful, 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  General  Secretary  and  representative  of 
your  Committee.    The  meetings  of  the  Association  for  prayer  and  other  pur* 
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( have  been  well  and  regularly  carried  on,  as  also  visitation  of  the  sick  and 
mission  meetings.  We  hope  to  be  able,  in  our  new  building,  to  prosecute  the 
work  more  vigorously  and  successfully. 

JOSHUA  CLAWSON,  G&r,  Member. 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Associations  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  held  their  Sixth  Annual  (conven- 
tion in  Halifax  in  September  last.  Associations  from  all  parts  of  the  Province, 
Priuce  Edward's  Island  and  New  Brunswick  were  represented. 

At  first  considerable  disappointment  was  felt  at  not  receiving  the  long-prom- 
ised visit  from  some  of  the  leading  brethren  in  the  United  States.  But  early 
in  the  sessions  of  the  Convention  the  members  began  to  feel  that  they  had  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  whatever  the  seeming  loss  might  have  been,  it 
was  amply  made  up  with  abundant  blessings  from  His  presence.  The  utmost 
harmony  prevailed,  and  we  expect  lasting  good  resulted  from  the  conference. 
The  delegates  returned  to  their  several  places  animated  with  new  energy,  which 
was  transmitted  to  the  several  Associations  with  which  they  were  connected. 

The  call  for  united  prayer,  on  the  second  Lord's  day  in  November,  for  young 
men  and  for  the  Associations,  was  very  generally  responded  to  throughout  the 
Province,  and  in  many  places  sermons  suitable  to  the  day  were  preached  by  the 
ministers  in  the  several  localities. 

Efiforts  are  being  vigorously  made  to  erect  buildings  in  several  localities,  viz., 
Halifax,  Pictou,  Truro,  Yarmouth,  Amherst  and  some  other  places.  These  are 
more  particularly  named  in  the  tabulated  returns  made  by  the  Associations. 
The  Halifax  building,  it  is  expected,  will  be  partially  occupied  on  the  first  of 
October,  and  when  finished  will  be  one  of  the  finest  structures  in  the  city.  It 
will  cost  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  al- 
ready subscribed. 

The  Associations  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  intend  holding  the  Seventh  An- 
nual Convention  in  Truro  during  the  first  week  in  September. 

JAMES  FARQUHAR,  Cor,  Member, 


ONTARIO. 
I  am  thankful  to  repoit  the  following  summary  of  the  labors  and  corre- 
spondence of  this  Committee  during  the  past  year.  Thirty  (80)  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
ciations are  known  to  be  toorking  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  at  this  date,  being 
an  increase  of  nine  (9)  over  last  year  ;  those  only  are  included  which  have  either 
been  personally  visited,  or  with  which  we  have  been  in  full  correspondence. 
Six  (6)  entirely  new  fields  have  been  planted  with  the  Association  standard, 
and  the  work  has  been  started  anew  in  three  (3)  other  localities  where  it  had 
not  previously  been  successful.  One  of  these  latter  places  is  the  City  of  Lowdon, 
of  which  I  reported  last  year,  **  no  hope  of  a  present  revival  of  the  work." 
Thus  God  has  chided  our  weak  faith,  and  as  regards  the  past  history  of  the 
cause  in  that  City,  **  All  old  things  have  become  new."  One  of  the  most  cheer- 
ing features  of  our  work  has  been  the  fact  everywhere  apparent,  that  members 
removing  from  **  live  Associations  "  carry  with  them  the  desire  to  labor  for  the 
Master  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  field,  and  rest  not  till  the  good  cause  is  established 
in  their  new  home,  or  till  fresh  fire  has  been  infused  into  existing  organizations 
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with  which  they  connect  themselves.     I  last  year  reported  as  the  result  of 
investigation,  that  not  less  than  ten  (10)  T.  M.  C.  Associations  had  died  oat  in 
previous  years  for  want  of  friendly  supervision  or  encouragement,  either  from 
neighboring  Associations  or  from  an  Executive  Committee,  and  I  am  thankful 
now  to  state  that  no  such  ground  of  discouragement  has  been  met  with  daring 
the  past  year.     Deeply  impressed  with  the  absolute  necessity  of-  our  organized 
scheme  of  fraternal  visitation,  this  Committee  feel  that  they  have  hitherto 
depended  too  much  upon  the  valuable  aid  of  brethren  from  a  distance,  whoee 
occasional  welcome  visits  have  caused  a  spasmodic  stirring  among  the  **  dry 
bones,"  and  whose  departure  has  as  often  been  followed  by  a  relapse  into 
former  inactivity.     Convinced  that  this  is  our  aton  loork,  we  have  practically 
carried  out  this  idea  with  good  results,  not  only  to  the  Associations  that  have 
been  visited  and  encouraged,  but  also  to  the  visiting  delegates,  and  to  the 
Associations  they  represent.    Eight  (8)  members  of  this  Executive  have  paid 
twenty-eight  (28)  visits  to  eighteen  (18)  different  localities,  in  which  public 
meetings  have  been  held  wherever  it  was  practicable,  with  many  private  con- 
ferences between  the  delegates  and  the  business  men  of  the  various  places,  in 
order  to  Enlist  their  active  interest.     Some  of  these  meetings  have  been  attended 
by  every  dergyma/n  in  the  place,  and  it  has  been  our  first  invariable  rule  to 
counsel  the  brethren  to  guard  against  the  least  interference  with  "Churdi 
work,"  or  the  withdrawal  of  a  single  member  from  any  department  of  congre- 
gational effort  in  which  he  is  engaged,  thus  commending  our  work  to  the 
ministers  and  their  best  members,  without  whose  cordial  sympathy  the  failure 
of  a  new  Association  is  almost  certain.     In  addition  to  such  personal  invitation 
as  we  have  been  enabled  to  make,  a  vigorous  correspondence  has  been  main- 
tained,  with  abundant  interchange  of  good  counsel,  earnest  enoourag^nent, 
and  hearty  fraternal  greetings,  to  the 'mutual  edification  of  all,  and  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  cause  so  dear  to  our  hearts.    Other  visits  have  been  paid 
by  members  outside  the  Executive  Committee,  and  all  our  active  members  who 
are  engaged  as  commercial  travelers,  have  been  urged  to  combine  the  claims  of 
T.  M.  C.  A.  work  with  those  of  business  duty,  and  wherever  possible  to  visit 
Associations  on  their  night  of  regular  meeting ,  as  such   an  unexpected  visit 
may  afte2  be  productive  of  as  much  benefit  as  the  more  formal  advent  of  oor 
expected  delegation.     Looking  forward  with  anticipation  to  the  pleasure  and 
profit  of  our  coming  International  gathering,  and  praying  that  it  may  be  a 
season  of  repenting  to  the  cause, 

GEORGE  A.  YOUNG,  Cor,  Member. 

List  op  Absociationb  known  to  Exist  in  Actual  Working  Ordeb  in 

THB  PROVINCB  of  ONTARIO  AT  THIS  DATE    (JUNB  7,  1873). 

K.B.— Those  marked  *  have  been  established  daring  the  past  year.  All  of  these  Asso- 
ciations are  founded  upon  the  strict  Brangelical  basis  adopted  by  the  Portland  Conrention, 
bat  several  have  not  yet  pat  their  Constitation  in  print. 

Barrie. — Reported  dead  last  year ;  reorganized  by  Executive  Committee. 

Bra/ntford,^FTeeident,  Wm.  Wilkinson ;  Secretary,  D.  R.  Blackades ;  112 
members.     Full  details  will  likely  be  sent  direct. 

BrockviUe. — ^Will  likely  report  direct.  Has  not  sent  particulars  to  Ontario 
Executive. 

BelleoUle.^VTea.,  W.  N.  Van  Tassel;  Sec,  T.  J.  Shanks;  126  members. 
Has  not  sent  particulars  to  Ontario  Executive. 

Berlin. — See  report  of  last  yeigr.  Great  interest  shown  at  last  annual  meet- 
ing.   A  German  town. 
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BowmanwUle. — Will  doubtless  report  direct.  Has  been  visited  by  Ontario 
delegates. 

Craigvale.  — Organized  a  year  ago.     No  details  received  by  Ontario  Executive. 

Coburg. — Pres.,  A.  Laws;  Sec.,  R.  Crawford;  75  members.  Work  reviving 
here. 

Fergus. — Pres.,  W.  Rennie;  Sec,  W.  Smellie;  40  members.  Lately  ad- 
mitted lady  honorary  members. 

Guelph. — ^Pres.,  D.  Maguire,  M.D.;  Gen.  Sec,  S.  S.  Bates;  202  members. 
The  services  of  a  paid  Secretary  lately  engaged. 

Oalt — Pres.,  Charles  Woods;  Sec,  D.  McR.  Kay;  45  members.  Has  been 
visited  by  Ontario  Delegates. 

Hamiltan. — Pres.,  A.  Macallum,  M.A.;  Gen.  Sec,  D.  A.  Sinclair;  200  mem- 
bers.    Hope  to  begin  a  building  next  year. 

Ingersoll. — Pres.,  D.  |H.  Flook;  Sec,  A,  S.  Murray;  45  members.  Since  the 
fire,  last  year,  has  begun  with  new  life. 

Kincardine. — Pres.,  D.  Cameron;  Sec,  A.  Andrews;  50  members.  All  the 
clergymen  in  hearty  accord  with  this  young  Association. 

*  Lindsay. — Organized  3d  April,  1873.     Hope  to  report  favorably  next  year. 
Lotodon. — ^Pres.,   Thos.  Mesir;   Sec,   J.    C.  Robinson;  60  members.      Just 

started  under  favorable  auspices.     In  good  hands. 

MUtbrook. — Organized  this  year.  Sec,  A.  Wood.  No  details  yet  forwarded 
to  Executive. 

Na/panee. — ^Will  report  direct.     Some  earnest  workers  in  this  Association. 

Ottatca. — Will  report  direct.     Progressing  favorably. 

Ovoen  Saund. — Will  report  direct.   No  details  forwarded  to  Ontario  Executive. 

Oakville. — Organization  reported  last  year.  No  details  forwarded  to  Ontario 
£!xecutive. 

Orillia. — Pres.,  W.  H.  Leef;  Sec,  C.  Davies;  43  members.  An  apparent 
desire  for  active  work. 

Paris. — Pres.,  W.  E.  Adams;  Sec,  John  Brodie;  65  members.  Raising  a 
building  fund. 

Part  Hope.— Pres.,  Wm.  Craig,  Jr.;  Gen.  Sec,  Robert  Gray;  150  members. 
Delegates  report  favorably  of  last  visit. 

*  Paisley. — Just  organized;  80  members.  Hope  to  send  a  good  report  next 
year. 

St.  Catherines. — Will  doubtless  report  direct.  Some  earnest  men  working 
faithfully  here. 

St.  2%<wkM.— Pres.,  J.  B.  Tweedale,  M.D.;  Sec,  G.  Franklin;  80  members. 
Formed  by  correspondence  with  Ontario  Executive  and  since  visited. 

Toronto. — Will  report  direct.     Shaftesbury  Hall  dedicated  this  year. 

Woodstock.. — Pres.,  Wm.  Edwards;  Sec,  Thos.  McCall.  Progressing  favor- 
ably. 

*  Waikerton. — Pres.,  J.  Royerson.  A  new  and  promising  Association.  Hopes 
to  do  much  good. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES. 


ALABAMA. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  Associations  organized  in  this  State,  of  which  I  have 
any  knowledge : 

Selma,  Montgomery,  Marion,  Tuscaloosa, 

Huntsville,  Columbiana,  Opelika,  White  Plains, 

Union  Springs,        Jacksonville,  Birmingham,      Gadsden. 

Uniontown.  n 

Two,  Selma  and  Huntsville,  are  mentioned  in  the  Lowell  proceedings. 
The  work  in  this  State  I  feel  is  progressing.  Two  years  ago  but  very  few 
knew  anything  of  Association  work;  but  through  the  two  Conventions  that 
have  been  held,  and  by  correspondence,  visitations,  and  printed  matter,  the 
knowledge  with  regard  to  the  work  has  been  disseminated,  and  there  is  a 
demand  for  organizations  all  over  the  State.  I  hope  by  our  next  State  meting 
to  have  double  the  number  now  organized.  There  are  but  few  large  towns  in 
the  State,  but  we  find  work  for  the  members  even  in  the  smallest  places. 

H.  L.  McKEE,  Cor.  Member. 


CONNECTICUT. 

In  giving  this  report  I  confess  to  a  degree  of  disappointment  in  matters  re 
lating  to  the  Associational  interests  of  this  State,  not  because  I  see  less  of  God's 
spirit  in  the  work  itself,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  plans  for  more  efficient  State 
work,  referred  to  in  iny  last  report,  seemed  from  force  of  circumstances  to  come 
to  a  "  dead  lock  "  at  our  last  Convention,  Oct.,  1872.  Since  that  time  our  State 
Executive  Committee  have  hesitated  to 'assume  such  responsibility  in  entering 
on  new  work  as  seemed  to  belong  only  to  the  Convention.  So  tliat  what  progress 
has  been  made  in  this  department  of  Christian  activity  is  due  to  individual  As- 
sociations alone.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  many  societies  have  manifested  a 
zeal  worthy  of  the  cause,  not  only  within  their  own  limits,  but  in  concert  with 
others  in  district  meetings  and  otherwise. 

I  cherish  the  belief  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  will  ere  long 
be  recognized  in  every  community  as  the  instrumentality  thoroughly  adapted 
to  be  the  bond  of  unity  among  all  evangelical  Christians,  by  which  humanity, 
Christianity,  and  the  onward  progress  of  society  generally  will  be  greatly  pro- 
moted.  To  this  end  we  labor  and  pray,  trusting  that  "  The  earth  shall  be  ftdl 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.**  And  it  shall  be 
said  in  the  language  of  inspiration :  "  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace ;  that  bringeth 
good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salvation  ;  that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God 
reigneth.'* 

NEWTON  FULLER,  Gor.  Member. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

In  the  Washington  Association  the  past  year  there  have  been  one  hundred 

and  twenty-six  hopeful  conversions,  the  greater  portion  of  which  are  the  fruits 

of  the  daily  prayer  meetings  and  open-air  services.    The  attendance  upon  all 

the  religious  services  has  been  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.    At  the  daily 
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prajer  meetingB  alone,  more  than  fortj  thousand  persons  have  attended ;  and 
the  inflaenoe  thos  exerted  beyond  the  actual  conversions,  cannot  be  estimated. 
Sabbath  evening  services  continued  through  the  summer  in  Lincoln  Hall,  were, 
after  evening  service  had  been  resumed  in  the  churches,  transferred  to  the  The- 
atre Gomique.  The  meetings  there  have  been  continued  to  the  present  time, 
with  good  results. 

Early  in  the  autumn  a  class  of  over  two  hundred  young  men  and  women  was 
organized,  to  receive  such  instructions  as  would  enable  them  to  work  more  sys- 
tematically and  efficiently  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  Between  fifty  and  sixty 
lectures  were  given  by  eminent  clergymen  and  laymen  of  our  own  and  other 
cities,  many  of  which  were  attended  by  hundreds  of  persons  outside  the  class. 

Open-air  services  were  held  during  the  warm  season,  each  evening  and  on 
Sabbath  afternoon.  A  company  of  the  younger  portion  of  our  members  have 
organized  what  they  term  a  Youth's  Working  Committee,  and  hold  under  their 
direction  quite  a  number  of  neighborhood  prayer  meetings  in  various  parts  of 
the  city.    These  have  led  some  to  the  Saviour. 

The  services  at  the  Jail,  Alms-house,  Work-house,  Reform  School,  Kendall 
Chapel,  and  the  Women's  Christian  Association,  have  continued  through  the 
year  without  interruption.  Meetings  have  also  been  commenced  at  Fort  Whip- 
ple, Arlington,  Georgetown  Work-house,  and  Marine  Barracks,  in  all  of  which 
the  labors  of  our  brethren  have  borne  good  fruit. 

Daily  prayer  meetings  at  our  rooms  at  12.15,  6,  and  9  P.  M.,  have  been  held 
with  increasing  attendance  and  interest.  Visitation  of  the  sick  has  not  been 
neglected.  A  Sabbath  morning  lunch  has  been  furnished  at  the  rooms,  during 
a  portion  of  the  year,  to  station-house  lodgers,  and  a  lunch  in  the  evening  to 
members  too  far  from  home  to  return  for  evening  services. 

The  Church  Committee,  in  connection  with  a  number  of  other  Association 
members,  have  responded  to  all  invitations  given,  with  few  exceptions,  to  attend 
devotional  meetings  in  the  churches. 

Of  the  Mission  Schools  of  the  Association,  one  known  as  the  White  Canal 
Mission,  turned  over  to  the  New  York  Avenue  Church,  is  about  to  occupy  a 
neat,  commodious  chapel,  which  is  being  erected  for  it.  The  other,  known  as 
the  Colored  Canal  Mission,  has  removed  to  the  beautiful  Sabbath  School  room 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  The  school  has  had  a  prosperous  year,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  150  or  160  scholars. 

The  Entertainment  Committee  gave,  during  the  winter,  one  grand  reception, 
for  which  the  entire  building  was  thrown  open.  Music  was  furnished  by  the 
Philharmonic  Society,  and  refreshments  provided.  About  1,500  tickets  were 
issued  at  a  small  charge  to  defray  the  expenses.  Another  entertainment  was 
given  in  April,  i^  which  tableaux  of  Oriental  scenes  illustrating  the  current 
Sunday  School  lessons  on  the  history  of  Joseph  were  the  principal  feature. 
Parlor  socials  have  been  held  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  weeks,  and  have  been 
largely  attended. 

This  association  has  recently,  with  subscriptions  amounting  to  $1,000,  pur- 
chased a  controlling  interest  in  the  Washington  Library  Company.  The  money 
so  invested,  in  connection  with  exchanges  with  the  Library  of  Congress,  will 
enable  the  Library  Company  to  add  immediately  to  their  collection  two  or  three 
thousand  new  books.  The  Ge^eral  Secretary  has  acted,  without  compensation, 
as  general  agent  of  the  Commission  of  the  District  Government  for  disbursing 
food,  fuel  and  clothing  to  the  poor,  and  through  this  agency,  in  connection  with 
contributions  for  that  purpose  to  our  Association,  the  Committee  have  been  en- 
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abled  to  relieve  every  case  of  absolnte  destitution  brought  to  their  attentioii. 
Employment  has  also  been  furnished  to  a  considerable  number.  Lodgings  and 
meals  have  also  been  furnished  to  destitute  persons.  A  sumptuous  Thanks- 
giving dinner  was  given  in  Lincoln  Hall  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  an  enter- 
tainment in  the  evening  to  five  hundred  of  the  newsboys,  boot-blacks,  and  other 
needy  children  of  the  city. 

The  Board  this  year  accepted  a  proposition  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  tor  a 
series  of  six  lectures  by  Prof.  John  Tyndall,  of  England,  to  be  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Institution,  upon  the  subject  of  light.  Through  the  generosity 
of  the  officers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Association  received  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  course  the  amount  of  $1,619.34. 

The  whole  number  of  members,  March  31, 1873,  was  963.  The  debt  of  the 
Association  has  been  reduced  during  the  year  from  over  $10,000  to  about44,300. 
Through  the  concession  of  the  corporation  owning  the  building,  the  rental  of 
the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Association  will  in  future  be  $2,500  per  annum,  in- 
stead of  $3,500.  The  question  of  finance,  however,  continues  as  heretofore  one 
of  painftil  embarrassment. 

Reviewing  the  entire  work  of  the  year,  marked  progress  has  been  made  in 
every  portion  of  the  field  the  Association  has  occupied. 

The  Association  in  Howard  University  (colored,)  began  in  1869  with  eleven 
members,  and  now  numbers  eighty-four.  During  the  past  year  fifteen  of  these 
connected  themselves  with  it.  Two  thirds  of  the  members  are  engaged  in 
Christian  work  in  Sabbath  Schools  and  in  neighboring  churches.  Two  prayer 
meetings  a  week  have  been  held  during  the  year,  but  toward  the  dose  of  the 
Spring  term  these  meetings  were  held  daily.  The  society  is  free  from  debt,  and 
is  in  a  condition  to  go  forward  next  year  with  increased  zeaL 

G.  A.  HALL,  Cor,  Member. 


GEORGIA. 
In  the  City  of  Augusta  a  series  of  Union  Prayer  Meetings  have  been  attended 
with  God's  blessing  and  the  quickening  power  of  His  grace.  In  Waynesboro  a 
similar  meeting  was  recently  organized  with  like  results.  In  Sparta  also  a 
movement  of  the  same  kind  has  been  started.  There  is  a  desire  to  still  further 
extend  the  blessed  work.  All  this  is  to  be  traced,  under  God,  to  the  Association 
in  Augusta.  God  grant  we  may  be  fjEdthful  to  our  trust  and  save  the  young 
men  of  our  State  by  leading  them  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

J.  H.  CRANSTON,  Ow.  Member. 


LOUISIANA. 

At  the  date  of  our  last  report,  a  year  ago,  the  New  Orleans  Assodation,  then 
as  now  the  odly  one  in  the  State,  was  in  the  midst  of  a  struggle  to  maintain  its 
existence,  and  since  that  time  its  energies  have  been  mainly  expended  in  the 
continuance  of  that  struggle. 

Scarcely  had  the  sodety  begun  to  recover  from  the  depressing  influence  of 
an  ineffident  general  secretary,  when  his  successor  proves  wholly  incompetent 
and  unqualified.  His  resignation  was  asked  for,  presented,  and  accepted.  For 
several  months  thereafter  the  association's  struggle  for  existence  was  con- 
tinued, but  with  the  opening  of  the  present  year  the  hour  of  final  dissolution 
seemed  near.  At  that  crisis  it  was  resolved  to  call  a  mass  meeting  of  the 
Christians  of  this  dty,  and  upon  their  response  to  stake  the  future  of  the 
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Association.  The  response  was  heartj,  and  thereapon,  like  Saul  at  "  The  Three 
Taverns,"  the  brethren  "thanked  Gtod  and  took  courage"  to  go  still  farther, 
and  plan  for  a  Union  Festival,  by  which  thej  might  avail  themselves  of  the 
sympathies  and  co-operation  of  the  ladies.  This,  too,  was  successful,  and  by 
the  impetus  thus  imparted,  the  dying  organization  has  been  raised  to  a  state  of 
rapid  convalescence.  And  now,  entirely  freed  from  the  incubus  of  debt,  and 
with  a  very  efficient  and  zealous  General  Secretary  in  the  form  of  Mr.  J.  S. 
Sawyn,  the  Association  is  steadily^sing  in  public  favor,  and  in  our  next  annual 
report  we  hope  to  tell  of  much  active  effort  put  forth  to  save  the  young  men  of 
this  city,  and  many  Associations  planted  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

A.  H.  NELSON,  Cor.  Mem. 


MAINE. 

There  are  twenty-four  Associations  in  the  State  at  the  present  time,  two  more 
than  last  year.  Associations  having  been  organized  during  the  year  at  Searsport 
and  Belfast,  and  none  have  suspended.  Nine  of  the  Associations  are  located 
in  cities  and  fifteen  in  large  and  small  towns.  Bangor,  the  second  city  in  the 
State  in  size,  containing  a  population*  of  about  20,000,  is  without  an  Association. 
An  Association  was  organized  in  this  City  a  few  years  since.  After  a  brief  but 
active  existence  it  suspended ;  some  of  the  mission  work,  however,  that  was 
under  its  auspices,  continues  to  be  carried  on. 

The  following  statistics  are  correct,  I  believe,  so  far  as  they  extend,  but  they 
are  by  no  means  complete,  as  I  have  not  received  full  reports  from  some  of  the 
Associations. 

Five  of  the  Associations  support  reading-rooms,  five  possess  libraries,  two 
have  building  funds,  two  have  bible  classes,  seven  sustain  Sabbath  schools. 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty  conversions  were  reported  at  our  last  State  Con- 
vention, in  connection  with  their  work. 

Our  annual  Convention,  held  at  Winthrop  in  October,  1872,  was  a  large  and 
successful  gathering.*  Fifteen  Associations  were  represesented  by  ninety-seven 
delegates,  including  representatives  from  the  churches. 

So  fiEur  as  I  can  learn,  I  think  that  oar  Associations  have  been  not  less  active 
than  in  former  years. 

Although  the  Associations  located*  in  cities  have  been  zealously  engaged  I 
think  their  labors  have  not  exceeded  the  labors  of  some  of  those  situated  in 
our  smaller  towns. 

In  my  opinion,  we  have  needed,  more  than  anything  else,  a  system  of  visita- 
tion among  oar  Maine  Associations — members  of  the  stronger  Associations 
visiting  the  weaker,  encouraging  and  cheering  them — which  I  hope  will  be 
carried  out  at  no  distant  day. 

W.  H.  HOBBS,  Cor.  Member. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Number  of  Associations  in  this  State,  June,  1872, 105 ;  number  that  have 
disbanded  this  year,  or  previously,  9 ;  number  of  new  Associations,  3 ;  number 
of  Associations  revived,  1 ;  whole  number  of  Associations  at  present,  100.  This 
includes  the  West  Boston  Association  of  colored  young  men,  whom  we  are  glad 
to  welcome  to  our  ranks,  but  does  not  include  the  Boys'  Asssociation  of  Marble- 
head. 
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The  AssociationB  in  the  State  are  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  e^er 
before,  having  made  substantial  progress,  and  done  excellent  e^^vice  during 
the  year. 

Sixty -five  made  a  report  of  their  work  to  the  State  Executive  Committee. 
Thirty- four  of  the  number  reported  Reading  Rooms.  During  the  year  severil 
have  reported  new  Rooms,  in  some  instances  "  the  best  appointed  in  Town." 

We  believe  that  the  churches  and  clergy,  more  than  all,  united  in  and  for 
this  work. 

The  finances  of  the  Associations  are  in  a  good  condition  ;  the  reports  showing 
that  any  Association,  if  they  are  doing  anything,  can  have  money  enough  by 
going  to  business  men  for  it. 

Five  have  employed  a  General  Secretary  for  personal  religious  work.  The 
prayer  meetings  are  well  attended  ;  there  are  thirteen  daily,  in  the  State. 

In  all  but  aTie  of  the  65  Associations  reporting,  there  have  been  conversions 
this  year.  The  Boston  Association  has  had  an  average  of  one  convennon 

daily  for  the  five  years  previous  to  entering  their  new  building,  comer  Tremont 
and  Biliot  Streets,  and  the  same  result  has  followed  in  their  present  Rooms. 
The  Boston  Association  have  a  building  valued  at  $150,000.  They  will  add 
about  $40,000  to  their  treasury,  as  the  result  of  the  Bazaar  of  the  Nations, 
lately  held  in  Music  Hall,  for  24  consecutive  days  and  evenings. 

Many  of  the  larger  Associations  have  had  successful  social  reunions. 

Worcester,  Lynn  and  Marblehead  Associations  have  secured  building  funds. 

The  merchants  of  Lynn  have  subscribed  $25,000  towards  a  building,  and  the 
lot  has  been  purchased. 

Very  many  have  increased  their  membership.  Holden,  with  a  population  of 
less  than  1,500,  has  139  members.  East  Abington,  with  2,500  people,  has  150 
members,  each  paying  $4.00  annually. 

ffopkinton  reported  socially  and  financially  in  an  excellent  condition,  but  only 
a  few  of  the  members  are  willing  and  engage  actively  in  the  work. 

Grafton  :  *'  Our  greatest  need  is  a  gracious  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

BlackstOThe  asks  :  '*  How  does  it  work  to  admit  ladies  to  membership  Y*  They 
work  well. 

Worcester  has  860  members,  400  young  women,  450  young  men,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  working  Associations  in  the  State.  It  is  doing  a  large  and  varied  work. 
It  has  an  organized  corps  of  watchers,  that  served  250  nights  during  the  year. 

MaMeheadf  Rockport,  and  Salem  have  placed  tables,  with  good  reading 
matter  and  bibles  upon  them,  in  the  waiting  rooms  of  their  railroad  depots. 
The  expense  in  Ma/rhleliead  has  been  met  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
strangers  placed  in  a  box  attached  to  the  table.  We  must  not  forget  the  object 
of  our  organization.  The  church  needs  young  men  to-day.  Young  women  are 
reached  more  easily,  and  by  other  agencies. 

Lowell  and  Northampton  controlled  the  beer  law  (tw  heenr)  in  their  respective 
cities  by  means  of  circulars  sent  to  church  members,  asking  their  presence  at 
the  polls. 

The  State  Convention  was  held  in  Fall  Biver,  October  13th  and  14th.  318 
delegates  were  present,  representing  43  Associations.    Two  were  from  colleges. 

Several  conversions  were  the  direct  result  of  the  convention. 

The  convention  voted,  in  view  of  the  very  successful  canvas  of  1871-73,  to 
appoint  an  Executive  Committee  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  similar  work  for 
the  present  year,  raising  for  this  purpose  $720.  Varying  the  rule  of  making 
the  corresponding  member  chairman,   they  did  the  best  thing  possible  in 


XXIX 

securing  the  tact  and  ability  of  Robert  K.  Remington,  of  Fall  River,  a  man  of 
business  force  and  energy,  who  has  thrown  into  the  work  that  element  of 
success  which  has  characterized  his  own  private  affairs.  He  has  thereby  called 
to  his  aid  the  business  talent  of  the  State  in  a  peculiar  manner.  Mr.  K.  A. 
Bumell,  of  Illinois,  was  again  secured  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  this  canvass. 
47  towns,  in  response  to  their  urgent  invitation,  were  visited.  Meetings  were 
held,  continuing  in  each  place  two  or  three  days.  Christian  people,  believing 
in  the  eternal  verities  of  their  faith,  should  press  its  claims  with  the  same 
earnest  enthusiasm  with  which  men  of  the  world  advocate  the  cause  of  business 
or  of  science.  Pastors  of  all  sects  joined  cordially  in  the  discussions,  which 
were  practical  and  spiritual.  Members  came  up  with  freshness  to  their  work. 
Revivals  of  religion  followed  in  several  places.  We  know  of  400  conversions 
as  the  result  of  this  effort. 

Rev.  Geo.  H.  Gould,  of  Worcester,  said  in  one  of  the  meetings  :  "  An  organ- 
isation that  had  originated  and  carried  forward  such  a  canvass  as  this,  had 
proved  its  right  to  exist." 

The  State  Executive  Committee  received  high  praise  from  citizens,  as  being 
composed  of  young  men  of  marked  ability  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
Master  ;  while  they,  in  turn,  accorded  high  and  merited  praise  to  the  I^ocal 
Committee  for  the  perfection  of  all  their  plans. 

The  expense  of  this  canvass  has  been  nearly  met  by  a  collection  taken  at  one 
of  the  meetings  in  each  town.     The  receipts  were  $975  ;  expenses,  $1,077.58. 

The  questions  were  practical :  *'  Christian  drones,  how  made  workers ;" 
"  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  their  demand  and  promise  ;"  •*  The 
Bible,  how  best  used  in  our  work  ;"  **Our  young  men,  their  temptations  and 
amusements ;"  **  Common  sense  in  saving  souls  ;"  and  others,  all  purposely 
bending  to  the  point  of  the  needs  of  the  young  in  our  age.  When  the  canvass 
occurred  on  Sunday,  all  the  (Tiurches  united  in  the  services.  The  pastors  were 
earnest  in  their  sympathy  ;  always  present  and  active.  The  personal  work  at 
the  beginning  and  close  of  the  meetings  was  a  grand  feature,  not  alone  in  its 
results,  but  as  an  example  to  the  people  of  the  way  of  working  for  Jesus. 

Some  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  accompanied  Mr.  Burnell  to  every 
pla£e,  going  severally  one  to  16,  another  to  18,  a  third  to  21,  a  fourth  to  36, 
a  fifth  to  30,  a  sixth  to  31,  and  the  seventh  to  35  of  these  towns  during  the 
canvass.  The  Chairman  gave  22  solid  days  of  time  out  of  his  busiest  season. 
Another  member  of  the  Committee,  an  active  business  man,  gave  23  full  days. 
The  aggregate  of  time  given  by  them  was  161  days.  They  travelled  collec- 
tively 15,846  miles,  and  probably  at  the  lowest  estimate  5,000  miles  more  were 
traveled  in  attending  other  meetings  ;  making  a  total  of  20,846  miles  during 
the  season. 

That  we  might  encourage  our  sister  State  of  New  Hampshire  to  a  similar 
canvass,  the  Committee,  by  invitation,  held  a  three  days'  meeting,  or  State 
Convention,  in  Manchester,  N.  H.  This  resulted  in  the  appointing  of  a  similar 
Committee  by  that  State,  and  in  the  raising  of  $1,000  for  the  expenses  of  the 
work. 

The  canvass  continued  101  days  and  evenings,  reaching  48  of  the  larger  towns 
and  cities  of  our  Commonwealth.  Lifeless  Associations  were  vitalized,  the 
hearts  of  the  clergy  strengthened  and  encouraged,  while  inactive  church  mem- 
bers were  aroused  to  service. 

As  Corresponding  Member  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Executive  Committee, 
I  have  written  1,587  letters,  and  spoken  outside  of  Boston  128  times  during  the 


year.     This  has  been  at  the  expense  of  ray  own  time  from  mj  fkmilj,  having 
been  absent  from  my  local  Association  only  four  days. 

This  will  be  my  last  report  from  the  dear  old  Bay  State.  I  leave  it  with  feel- 
ings of  grateful  pride  and  part  with  a  noble  band  of  workers.  But  the  work 
will  go  on.  May  God  bless  it  and  the  State  Executiye  Committee,  and 
abundantly  prosper  the  labors  of  my  successor. 

L.  P.  ROWLAND,  Cor,   Mem. 


MICHIGAN. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  Michigan  are  in  a  moderately 
prosperods  condition.  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  Association  oi^ 
ganized  in  Union  City,  and  initiatory  steps  are  being  taken  for  the  organization 
of  one  in  Charlotte. 

I  now  report  20  Associations  organized  in  the  State,  but  regret  to  say  that 
only  10  are  doing  active  work.  The  others  have  only  a  name,  and  some  oi  them 
hold  property,  but  are  doing  no  work.  The  Association  in  Detroit  has  done  a 
good  work  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Association  in  Grand  Rapids  has  been  alive  to  good  works,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary,  in  his  summary,  mentions  as  a  part  of  their  work  the  distribc- 
tion  of  Bibles,  pecuniary  assistance  to  the  needy,  weekly  and  noonday  prayer- 
meetings,  two  open-air  services  each  Sunday  in  the  summer,  a  free  winging 
class,  an  employment  bureau,  distribution  of  tracts,  lectures,  &c.  The  Asaoda. 
tion  in  East  Saginaw  report  more  work  done  than  in  any  previous  year.  They 
did  a  noble  work  in  the  spring,  caring  for  the  lumbermen  as  they  came  out  of 
the  woods.  Usually  the  boys  have  their  winter  earnings  with  them,  and  too 
often  lose  it  all  in  a  night  at  the  faro  bank  or  in  a  brothel ;  but  the  members  of 
the  T.  M.  C.  A.  met  them  in  the  streets,  invited  them  to  the  rooms  which  were 
provided  with  music,  papers,  &c.,  made  in  every  way  attractive.  Multitudes 
visited  the  rooms  and  spent  their  evenings  there,  and  many  expressed  their 
thankfulness  for  the  interest  taken  in  them.  This  Association  has  also  held 
open-air,  services,  sustained  a  mission  Sunday  school,  Ac  The  Associations  in 
the  two  Colleges,  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  Olivet  College, 
have  done  a  good  work.  The  influence  of  a  Christian  Association  in  an  insti- 
tution of  learning  is  very  great,  and  their  work  has  been  signally  blessed. 

The  Associations  in  Alpena,  Ionia,  Adrian  and  Niles  are  doing  some  work. 
They  need  the  quickening  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Oh,  that  the  young  men  of 
Michigan  would  pray  for  it,  that  they  might  be  strong  in  the  Lord's  service. 

FRAiNK  D..  TAYLOR,  Cor,  Member. 


MINNESOTA. 

Several  vigorous  Associations  are  at  work  in  the  State.  At  Hastings  the 
Society  was  lately  re4>rganized  very  promsingly.  Daily  meetings,  Sunday  school 
work  and  services  in  the  jail  are  maintained  with  much  interest. 

Minneapolis  has  a  live  and  effective  Association.  Its  noon  prayer  meetings, 
Sunday  afternoon  Bible  classes  and  prayer  meetings  constitute  its  chief  activity. 
It  keeps  open  rooms  and  an  effective  paid  agent  is  constantly  employed.  The 
Rochester  Association  still  lives.  The  prominent  feature  of  its  work  is  a  Weekly 
Union  Normal  Bible  Class,  uniting  the  Sabbath  school  teachers  and  adults  from 
the  different  churches  in  studying  the  lessons  for  the  coming  Sabbath,  and  iA 
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tbe  discaasion  of  Normal  Topics.  Daring  the  winter  we  maintained  dailj 
prayer  meeting,  and  throughout  the  year  Sabbath  afternoon  Bible  readings  and 
prayer  meetings.  Daring  the  summer  we  organize  and  sustain  several  Sabbath 
schools  near  the  city. 

At  St.  Paul  the  Association  keeps  open  rooms,  has  a  paid  Secretary.  A  daily 
meeting  and  monthly  S.  S.  Teachers'  Institute  are  maintained.  The  chief 
work  is  the  city  mission  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute.  A  Bible  class 
is  held  every  Sabbath.  The  Owatonna  Association  has  re-organized  during  the 
past  year.    Weekly  meetings  of  interest  are  held  on  the  Lord^s  day. 

Winona  has  had  no  organization  for  some  time.  A  mission  Sabbath  school 
and  Sabbath  Evening  Young  People's  Prayer  Meeting  commenced  by  the 
Association  are  still  sustained  by  union  effort. 

There  were  so  few  Associations  that  would  cooperate,  and  these  were  so  scat- 
tered, that  the  Executive  Committee  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  hold  the  State 
Convention  the  past  year.  The  failures  have  been  so  frequent,  the  burdens 
npon  churches  in  the  new  towns  of  this  young  State  so  heavy,  and  the  really 
active  Christian  element  among  young  men  so  small,  that  it  has  been  thought 
expedient  not  to  urge  the  organization  of  Associations  in  places  of  less  than 
2,000  or  8,000  population. 

Duluth,  Mankato,  Red  Wing  and  Winona  ought  to  maintain  vigorous  Asso- 
ciations, and  I  feel  it  is  important  that  measures  be  taken  to  revive  the  Asso- 
ciations at  these  points. 

The  Executive  Committee  planned  a  Christian  canvas  of  the  State  for  June 
and  July,  in  company  with  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell,  with  the  hope  of  visiting  most 
if  not  all  points  where  Associations  have  been  or  may  be  organized ;  a  thorough 
canvas  over  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  is  also  intended.  It  is  too  early  to 
report  results  of  this  effort. 

The  Associations  of  this  State  are  not  as  prosperous  as  desired— none  are 
doing  all  they  ought  to  do,  and  in  most  places  where  the  distinctive  work  is 
needed,  nothing  practically  is  being  done.  In  order  to  sustain  efficient  organi- 
zations at  the  principal  points  in  the  State,  we  feel  much  the  need  of  buildings, 
which  we  find  it  difficult  to  secure  in  this  new  State.  Yet  we  can  scarcely  ex- 
pect permanent  prosperity  till  they  are  secured. 

J.  D.  BLAKE,  Cor.  Memb&r. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
There  are  about  25  Associations  in  this  State.  Some,  in  both  the  small  and 
the  large  towns,  have  been  active  during  the  year.  Several  in  the  larger  towns 
have  declined.  They  have  recently  been  revived  through  meetings  held  by  our 
new  State  Executive  Committee,  which  we  are  happy  to  say  is  doing  a  good 
work.  The  State  Convention,  usually  held  in  the  autunm,  was  not  held  at 
that  season  last  year,  owing  to  the  Presidential  canvas,  and  a  temporary  decline 
of  interest  in  the  cause.  Its  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  the  Associations.  In 
March,  of  this  year,  the  Massachusetts  State  Committee,  aided  by  K.  A.  Bur- 
nell, held  a  series  of  meetings  in  Manchester,  similar  to  those  being  held 
throughout  the  Bay  State.  Delegates  were  present  from  a  very  few  Associa- 
tions. A  committee  was  appointed  to  call  a  State  Convention,  which  was  held 
in  Manchester,  May  6th  and  7th.  Over  $1,000  was  pledged  for  State  work,  and 
a  State  Committee  elected,  as  follows  :  Hon.  John  P.  Newell,  and  C.  P.  Well- 
man,  Manchester ;  M.  B,  Critchett,  and  C.  W.  Moore,  Concord  j  T.  H.  W. 
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HuBsey,  Nashua  ;  E.  O.  Foss,  Dover;  D.  S.  Prescott,  M.D.,  Laconia  ;  John  S. 
Rand,  Portsmouth  ;    L.   B.   Downing,  Hanover ;   Rev.  John  Bragdon,   Hills- 
borough  Bridge.     June  7th  and  8th  a  convention  was  held  at  Nashua,  by  the 
State  Committee.     Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,   of  London,  was  present.     It  was  a 
meeting  of  great  power.     One  of  the  committee  stayed  the  next  day,  and  there 
was  pledged  nearly  enough  money  for  the  employment  of  a  general  secretary. 
They  secured  Israel  Ainsworth,  formerly  employed  by  the  Boston  Y.M.C.A. 
He  is  doing  a  good  work,  and  we  trust  they  will  be  able  to  keep  him.     June 
26th  and  27th  the  committee  held  a  convention  at  Dover,  where  the  Association 
had  just  disbanded.     A  small  but  profitable  gathering  was  held,  and  it  was 
voted  at  the  close  to  reorganize.     The  last  Sabbath  of  July  a  meeting  will  be 
held  in  Hillsborough  Bridge,  where  an  Association  has  just  been  organized,  and 
has  already  started  open-air  meetings  and  a  reading  room.     The  first  part 
of  August  a  meeting  will  be  held  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  an  Association  will 
be  formed,  there  being  a  general  desire  for  one.     A  good  thorough  canva«  of 
the  State  will  be  held  during  the  next  year.     Manchester  has  a  general  secre- 
tary, sustains  the  open-air  work,  has  started  a  Savings  Bank,  whidi  is  con- 
nected with  the  best  bank  in  the  city,  and  have  organized  a  Boys*  Prayer 
Meeting.     Their  rooms  are  much  used,  and  their  devotional  meetings  are  often 
crowded. 

C.  P.  WELLMAN,  Act.  Cor,  Mem. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  work  in  the  State  during  the  past  year  has  been  entirely  confined  to  the 
Associations  as  such. 

At  Newark,  the  brethren  are  earnest  and  practical.  Persistently  they  have 
overcome  difficulties  and  now  see  their  way  clear  to  brighter  things.  One 
thing  they  do  which  we  would  commend  to  all,  viz.  :  they  set  the  Sunday 
morning  breakfast  table  and  go  out  into  the  highway  and  hedges,  and  invite 
the  stranger  in.  This  they  do  every  Sabbath  morning  from  September  to 
June. 

Jersey  City  has  a  paid  up  building  fund  of  $14,000,  and  will  soon  enter 
upon  the  erection  of  a  house,  to  cost  $50,000. 

The  Plainfield  Association  invited  the  Evangelist,  Mr.  Earle,  of  Mass.,  to 
visit  their  town,  and  as  a  result,^  400,  hitherto  unrenewed  souls,  have  been 
added  to  the  churches. 

A  State  Convention  was  held  at  Hightstown  in  September  last  The 
attendance,  though  small  in  numbers,  contained  a  practical  working  force. 
They  developed  an  earnest  intent  to  secure  at  home  and  abroad  the  fullest 
results.  This  power  and  these  results  have  all  been  lost,  from  causes  not 
necessary  to  mention  here.  We  are  happy,  however,  to  report  the  formation 
of  two  new  Associations — one  at  Madison  and  the  other  at  Matteawan.  All  the 
Associations  in  the  State,  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  are  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, with  one  or  two  exceptions,  and  we  only  regret  that  our  State  organiza- 
tion during  the  past  year  has  been  such  as  not  to  develop  the  work  upon  a 
deeper  and  broader  basis. 

Signed, 

CHAS.  B.  MORRIS,  Chairman,  Montclair. 
Rev.  J.  C.  BROWN,  Trenton. 
HENRY  J.  RUDD,  See,,  Newton. 
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NEW  YORK. 

The  history  of  oar  Associations  daring  the  year  is  varied  with  many  saccesses 
and  failores.  There  are  now  fifty-six  Associations  on  oar  roll.  It  has  been 
my  privilege  to  visit  twenty-five  of  them  daring  the  last  few  months,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  State  fixecative  Committee  In  most  of  these  towns  Mr. 
Richard  C.  Morse  has  rendered  very  valaable  assistance,  and  oar  thanks  are 
dae  the  General  Committee  for  his  aid.  The  work  of  visitation  will  be  con- 
tinued in  the  fall. 

The  most  noticeable  feat  are  in  comparing  together  these  varioas  Associations, 
is  their  individuality.    No  two  of  them  are  working  in  just  the  same  way. 

Some  concentrate  effort  on  their  own  members,  others  devote  nearly  all  their 
energies  to  work  outside  their  home  centre ;  some  cultivate  the  social  spirit 
admirably  ;  some  provide  liberally  for  intellectual  culture ;  a  few  have  successful 
bible  classes ;  some  engage  largely  in  the  distribution  of  religious  reading ; 
some  make  the  open-air  service  their  main  work,  conducting  it  with  great  skill 
and  effect ;  and  even  the  prayer  meetings,  which  are  the  most  general  feature, 
difier  very  widely  in  their  methods  and  resalts. 

We  have  endeavored  in  our  visits  to  carry  to  each  the  experience  of  all,  pre- 
senting new  forms  of  work  and  urging  new  earnestness. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  in  so  many  leaders  of  these  various  movements  that  a 
warm  Christian  enthusiasm  for  the  welfare  of  others  is  their  inspiration,  while 
those  very  efibrts  which  sometimes  seem  to  involve  self-sacrifice,  become  to  those 
making  them  the  means  of  personal  growth  in  Christian  graces  and  character. 
Most  of  our  Associations  are  located  in  pleasant  and  attractive  rooms,  but 
nearly  all  have  constant  anxiety  with  regard  to  raising  needful  funds.  Several 
Associations  have  added  considerably  to  their  building  funds,  and  our  sixth 
Association  building  has  just  been  begun  at  Schenectady. 

While  lecture  courses  have  in  some  cases  been  unremunerative,  in  others  it 
has  been  found  that  the  furnishing  of  rational  and  instructive  entertainments 
has  had  a  decided  tendency  to  diminish  the  interest  in  amusements  of  a  per- 
nidoos  character.  Unusual  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  lecture  courses  of 
the  Associations  valuable  in  an  intellectual  and  moral  sense,  and  not  mere 
expedients  to  fill  up  the  treasury. 

Many  of  our  Associations  exercise  a  powerful  influence  in  promoting  harmony 
and  co-operation  among  the  various  denominations  of  Christians.  In  a  very 
brief  time  an  altogether  new  spirit  has  often  been  made  to  prevail. 

The  direct  results  of  our  work  seem  to  lie  rather  in  these  directions  than  in 
a  great  harvest  of  converted  souls.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  but  few 
revivals  throughout  the  State,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  a  painful  religious  indif* 
ference,  and  the  Associations  necessarily  share  in  the  prevalent  feeling  of  the 
places  where  they  are  located.  Still  it  is  frequently  the  testimony,  that  the 
best  Christian  feeling  in  the  community  is  found  inside  the  Association,  and 
tliat  through  the  Association  it  accomplishes  decided  results  outside  as  well. 

Some  of  the  most  influential  of  our  Associations  in  religious  work  have 
grown  up  in  towns  and  villages  'of  moderate  size,  where  they  enlist  almost 
all  the  moral  forces  of  the  community  in  their  behalf  and  gain  considerable 
prominence.  In  smaller  villages  their  working  force  is  apt  to  be  feeble ;  in  the 
larger  cities  they  are  comparatively  overshadowed  by  other  institutions. 

Oar  Associations  are  generally  slow  in  computing  the  number  of  conversions 
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due  to  their  inBtriimentalitj,  feeling  that  thej  are  co-workers  with  fo  mmnj 
other  agencies ;  but  such  tokens  of  God's  blessing  have  by  no  means  been 
wanting. 

Oar  seventh  State  Convention  was  held  in  Lockport  last  Augnst.  A  com- 
bination of  unfavorable  drcomstances  rendered  it  less  effective  than  former 
ones,  but  we  anticipate  a  larger  and  more  instructive  gathering  at  Amsterdam 

in  October. 

ERSKINE  UHL,  Oar.  Member. 


OHIO. 

The  Lord  has  wonderfully  blessed  Ohio.  Thoasands  have  been  awakened  to 
renewed  life.  Many  assodations  have  been  specially  active  during  the  past 
'season.  A  few  have  ceased  to  be,  but  as  many  as  fourteen  new  societies  have 
been  added  to  the  roll. 

Atihland  reports  Sabbath  school  work  and  weekly  prayer  meetings. 

Akron  holds  mission  and  union  meetings,  also  weekly  prayer  meetings. 

BeUemie. — A  young  Association  giving  great  promise  of  usefulness,  reports 
special  religious  interest. 

Bucyru9  has  recently  secured  new  rooms. 

Brooklyn. — A  young  Association,  has  done  a  large  amount  of  delegation 
work. 

Clyde. — Organized  in  April ;  promises  to  be  an  active  Association. 

Chagrin  FcUls. — A  young  Association  ;  has  done  good  work. 

Cincinnati — Has  been  going  on  from  strength  to  strength.  Meetings  have 
been  large  and  interesting,  and  in  the  numerous  fields  of  labor  it  has  been 
greatly  blessed.  A  daily  and  two  weekly  meetings  are  held  at  the  rooms. 
Out-door  services  and  meetings  in  jail,  barracks  and  workhouse  form  part  of 
the  work.  A  large  amount  of  visitations  by  delegates,  and  a  monthly  tem- 
perance meeting,  well  sustained,  are  also  reported.  Deep  religious  interest  has 
prevailed,  and  many  have  been  brought  t4)  Christ. 

The  Cleveland  Association  sustained  five  open-air  meetings ;  also  meetings  at 
workhouse,  depot  rooms,  jail,  hospital,  infirmary,  and  In  three  mission  fields  on 
the  Sabbath.  Regular  noon-day  prayer  meetings.  Some  two  hundred  delega- 
tions have  been  sent  to  neighboring  towns  and  villages,  have  assisted  to 
organize  seven  Associations,  and  have  distributed  over  forty  thousand  pages  of 
tracts  and  other  religious  reading. 

Two  superintendents  or  general  secretaries  have  been  employed,  and  a  city 
missionary.  There  is  a  library  of  over  one  thousand  (1000)  volumes  in  the 
association  building,  and  another  at  the  rooms  of  the  railway  branch. 

Railway  Branch  of  Cleveland  T.  M.  G.  A. — Three  years  ago  meetings  were 
established  in  the  waiting-room  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  and  prayer  meetings  in 
the  depot-master's  room  on  Wednesday  evenings.  They  were  small  at  first, 
but  increased  till  one  year  ago  the  Railway  Branch  was  established.  A  super- 
intendent specially  for  this  work  was  secured,  reading-room  with  writing  table, 
and  religious  papers  was  fitted  up,  these  facilities  being  ofiered  to  both  railroad 
men  and  travelers.  Men  injured  on  the  road  are  visited,  cared  for  and  com- 
forted with  the  Qospel  of  Christ.  Great  good  has  been  done,  and  no  question 
remains  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  enterprise. 

Bamaecus  sustains  weekly  meetings. 

Dayton  has  a  prosperous  Association,  which  sustains  a  daily  and  three  weekly 
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Prajer  Meetings,  Cottage  Meetings  and  other  services  at  sehool-honses  and  two 
chapels.    Thej  give  a  free  lecture  course  and  have  sent  out  manj  delegations. 

Blmore  recently  organized  an  Association. 

GhrarmUe  has  a  wide-awake  Association  which  sustains  four  Biisdons  and 
weekly  Prayer-Meetings. 

BamUton  reports  two  weekly  meetings,  a  Bible  Class  and  Sunday  School. 

Mt,  Vernon  sustains  weekly  meetings. 

Mt.  Union  reports  special  religious  interest. 

M(vriin*B  Ferry  reports  Open-Air  Prayer  Meetings  Sabbath  afternoon  in  a 
beautifiil  grove,  with  an  attendance  of  over  two  hundred. 

Medina  has  just  organized  an  Association. 

MasiOon  has  a  growing  Association  under  good  management. 

NorvHxlk, — A  wideawake  Association  was  organized  November,  1872.  A 
membership  of  278  has  sent  out  160  delegations,  (as  many  as  18  in  one  Sabbath) 
and  yet  there  was  "  more  oil  in  the  cruse."  God  has  richly  blessed  this  faithful 
work. 

Ohio  Penitentiary, — The  meetings  of  the  Association  have  been  well  attended. 
Prisoners  have  access  to  State  library  of  the  Penitentiary.  The  Associations 
throughout  the  State  have  cordially  received  and  kindly  cared  for  those  who 
have  presented  their  certificates  of  membership.  "  I  was  in  prison  and  ye 
visited  me."  The  Warden's  Report  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  says :  The  re- 
ligious interest  that  has  existed  among  the  prisoners  for  the  past  two  years  still 
continues.  Our  T.M.C.A.  now  numbers  210  in  full  membership  and  14  on  pro- 
bation. About  168  of  those  connected  with  it  have  been  discharged.  So  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  keep  track  of  them  after  going  out,  a  great  majority  are 
leading  honest,  upright,  consistent  lives.  Of  those  that  remained,  and  who 
have  been  members  for  any  length  of  time, probably  as  great  a  proportion  by. 
their  daily  lives  and  conduct,  and  the  spirit  they  manifested,  give  evidence  of 
a  genuine  change  of  heart  as  among  an  equal  number  in  almost  any  commu- 
nity outside. 

We  cannot  read  the  heart,  and  with  all  care  and  watchfalness,  must  neces- 
sarily be  deceived  sometimes.    They  may  themselves  be  deceived,  or  pur- 
posely deceive  others,  for  some  sinister  motive.    This  we  expect,  and  are  only 
*  thankful  that  such  cases  are  not  more  frequent.    We  have  great  cause  for 
gratitude,  to  God  and  much  encouragement  for  the  future. 

Portemouth  sustains  street  preaching  and  weekly  meetings ;  also,  a  good 
library.    The  next  State  Convention  is  to  be  entertained  here. 

PaineeviUe  holds  two  mission  schools  and  weekly  meetings.  They  have  a 
library,  and  report  much  interest  during  the  past  season. 

Troy  sustains  weekly  meetings  and  a  Bible  class  service  at  the  County 
Infirmary.    They  have  also  done  some  delegation  work. 

Toledo. — An  Association  already  active  received  impulse  and  strength  from 
the  last  State  Convention.  Many  conversions  during  the  Convention  were 
followed  by  a  revival  of  great  power  and  interest.  Three  weekly  meetings,  a 
mission  school,  a  Bible  class  and  a  literary  and  debating  society  are  sustained. 
Many  delegations  have  been  sent  out. 

WeUmnUe,—K  young  Association;  sustains  weekly,  prayer  and  cottage 
meetings. 

Xmia.— Their  building  was  donated ;  they  have  a  good  library,  and  sus- 
tain weekly  meetings. 

Za»«mtf0.— Sustains  daily  meetings,  two  Sabbath  schools  and  meeting  at 
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County  Infirmary.    Many  Associations  are  passed  entirely  without  mention, 
owing  to  their  failure  to  report. 

Delegation  Work  —Hardly  a  town  has  been  visited  where  some  good  results 
have  not  been  manifest.  Conversions  and  revivals  of  power  have  often  fol- 
lowed. We  do  not  attempt  to  fill  pulpits  nor  preach.  Union  services  are  held, 
cementing  pastors  and  people  of  all  denominations  in  a  common  bond  of 
Christian  sympathy,  and  bringing  God's  blessing  in  glorious  power.  When 
these  delegates  return  prayer-meetings  at  home  never  lack  in  interest  and  great 
growth  in  grace,  and  power  for  good  is  apparent. 

W.  J.  COOKE,  (7(w.  Member. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  work  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  encouraging. 
At  the  State  Convention,  held  in  Carlisle,  in  September,  1872,  it  was  determined 
to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Executive  Committee ;  so  that  at 
present  it  consists  of  the  following  persons:  H.  K.  Porter.  Cbairman,  Pitts- 
burg ;  D.  E.  Small,  York  ;  James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg ;  John  Wana- 
maker,  Philadelphia ;  Major  E.  W.  Matthews,  Foxburg ;  J.  C.  Brown,  West 
Greenville  ;  W.  H.  Jessup,  Montrose  ;  Dr.  Thomas  McCnne,  Scranton  ;  A.  Blair, 
Carlisle ;  Gen.  J.  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte ;  Dr.  C.  Sheridan,  Johnstown ;  Major 
William  Frew,  Pittsburg ;  R.  S.  Mofbt,  Erie.  Each  member  has  supervision 
of  one  district,  consisting  of  a  number  of  counties,  in  one  of  which  he  resides. 

Public  and  private  visitation  has  been  prosecuted  by  the  State  Secretary, 
assisted  by  Prof.  William  Johnson.  Local  Conventions,  continuing  from  one 
to  three  days  in  each  place,  have  been  held  in  Princetown,  Cross  Creek,  Foxburg, 
Emlenton,  Canal,  Pleasantville,  Tidioute,  Rouseville,  East  Hickory,  Waynes- 
boro, Greencastle,  Newville,  New  Cumberland,  Jersey  Shore,  Williamsport, 
West  Chester,  Blairsville,  Turtle  Creek,  Beaver  Falls,  Doylestown,  Brierville, 
Richboro,  Bristol,  Hulmeville,  Sharon,  Shrewsbury,  Hanover,  Greece  City  and 
Weatherly. 

No  written  statement  can  give  a  correct  impression  of  these  meetings.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  the  Committee  are  so  much  encouraged  with  the  results 
that  it  is  determined  to  continue  them  from  year  to  year,  in  such  places  and  at 
sucli  times  as  may  seem  most  desirable. 

In  many  places  a  precious  work  of  grace  grew  out  of  them.  At  PleasiAt- 
ville  they  continued  them  for  some  time,  and  as  a  result  they  report  fifty 
conversions ;  Princetown,  twenty-four ;  and  Williamsport,  New  Cumberland, 
Emlenton,  Lancaster,  Waynesboro,  Blairsville  and  Greencastle  report  increased 
interest  and  activity. 

NEW  BUILDINOB. 

Through  the  large-hearted  liberality  of  William  Adamson,  Esq.,  of  German- 
town,  the  Association  in  that  place  has  entered  a  home  of  its  own,  worth 
$45,000.  Frankford  has  one  worth  $10,500.  Carlisle  has  purchased  a  missioii 
building  worth  $1,500.  Lebanon  has  entered  a  building  presented  for  its  use 
by  Mrs.  Dawson  Coleman  of  that  place.  At  Beaver  Falls  the  Cutlery  Com- 
pany presented  the  Association  with  a  building  worth  $3,000 ;  fitted  it  up  for 
their  Chinese  Mission  School,  in  which  they  now  have  a  school  of  over  one 
hundred  Chinamen  ;  and  besides  this  they  presented  them  with  a  room  of 
their  own,  and  furnished  it  with  reading  matter. 
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Manj  of  the  Aesodationg  have  been  ylsited  privatelj  by  the  Secretary,  and 
the  great  majority  are  working  with  encouragement.  New  Associations  have 
been  organized  in  NewvUle,  Green  Castle,  Sharon,  West  Chester,  Bristol, 
HnghesTille,  Doylestown,  Ebensburg,  East  EUckory  and  Greece  City. 

S.  A.  TAGGART,  Oar,  Member. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  third  annual  Convention  of  the  Associations  (colored)  of  South  Carolina 
was  held  in  Winnsboro,  August  28-30, 1872.  Ten  Associations,  viz.,  Charleston, 
Columbia,  Chester,  Dutch  Fork,  Greenwood,  Lexington,  Mount  Pleasant,  Mount 
Zion  and  New  Hope,  were  represented  by  twenty-one  delegates.  Reports  were 
received  by  the  State  Executive  Committee  from  these  and  from  six  others. 
Five  have  reading  rooms ;  nine  sustain  Sunday  schools ;  eleven  hold  prayer 
meetings ;  five  keep  up  debating  classes  or  societies,  and  this  form  of  effort  and 
culture  is  warmly  advocated ;  five  on  the  roll  had  been  newly  organized  by  the 
Committee.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted  was  one  strongly  deprecating 
"  the  entering  into  politics  by  many  of  our  ministers,"  who  have  thus  "  lost 
their  spiritual  influence  and  have  become  corrupt  demagogues  and  politicians." 
This  course  was  earnestly  condemned,  specially  by  the  ministers  present  who 
'*  resolved  that  we  who  are  ministers  in  this  Convention  will  endeavor  by  the 
grace  of  God  to  keep  out  of  politics." 

Since  the  close  of  our  Convention  I  have  received  reports  from  several  brethren 
that  they  have  organized  five  new  Associations.  I  am  in  correspondoice  with 
them,  and  we  hope  to  hold  in  August  a  larger  Convention  than  ever  before. 
Our  own  Association  has  two  Mission  Sunday  Schools  under  its  care,  one  num- 
bering 58  children,  with  a  Bible-class  of  15  members. 

HENRY  W.  THOMAS,  Aet.  Car.  Member. 


VERMONT. 

Relative  to  the  general  aspect  of  Assodations  in  Vermont,  I  cannot  render  a 
just  account;  since,  from  the  thirty -eight  organizations  in  the  State,  but  twelve 
have  responded  to  the  call  for  a  report. 

While  we  deeply  regret  that  some  Associations  have  ceased  to  exist,  we  bless 
God  that  others  have  doubled  their  diligence,  and  are  doing  with  their  might 
what  their  hands  find  to  do. 

Perue  (a  small  town  amid  the  mountains)  has  an  Association  of  siaeteen  active 
members  who  support  four  mission  sabbath  schools,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  ninety  scholars  I 

Waterbury  still  sustains  one  out-post  Sabbath  service,  beside  bible  lessons 
at  the  Reform  School. 

Windham  and  Windsor  also  have  sent  us  words  of  cheer. 

From  Montpelier  we  suppoet  four  mission  Sunday  schools,  and  on  Sabbath 
afternoons  hold  a  religious  service  at  the  jail.  God  has  blessed  our  labors  in 
these  directions.  Of  one  pleasant  feature  in  our  Association  I  would  like  to 
speak.     Our  fifty-three  active  members  represent  four  denominations,  with 
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each  person  dewted  to  the  interests  of  his  own  churchy  yet  aU  remember  tiie 
exhortation  in  Ist  Peter,  to  ''be  all  of  one  mind ;  have  compassion  one  of 
another ;  love  as  brethren,  be  pitiful,  be  courteous. " 

South  Boyalton  reports  :  **  Our  Association  has  virtually  given  up,  becaoae 
our  efforts  were  required  in  the  active,  efficient  little  church  that  is  the  fruit 
of  our  labor.  The  edifice  costing  $2,600  is  all  paid  for,  and  has  an  attendance 
of  100,  42  of  whom  are  church  members.''  The  above  gives  cheering  evidence 
that  Associations  sometimes  reported  extinct,  are  not  dead  ;  having  been  the 
beginning  of,  or  accessory  to  some  feeble  church,  which  now  encircles  the  little 
nucleus,  and  with  it  radiates  light  into  the  surrounding  darkness. 

A.  J.  HOWE,  Cor.  See. 


ASSOCIATION    BUILDINGS. 


Place.  Value, 

Aurora,  HL $11,000 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa 3,000 

Bethlehem,  Pa. 20,000 

Beverly,  N.  J 4,500 

Boston,  Mass 150,000 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  (Chapel)    1,500 

Central  Norton,  N.B. 
(Chapel) 500 

Charlottetown,RKL  12.000 

Chelsea,  Mass.  (Chapel)    3,000 

Cheltenham,  Pa. 15,000 

Cleveland,  O ....  86,000 

Dayton,  O.  (Chapel)..     4,600 

Dunbar,  Pa 2,000 

Durham,  N.  S 400 

Frankford,  Pa 10,500 

Gebmantown,  Pa 45,000 

Indlaj^apolis,  Ind 60,000 

Meriden,  Conn 15,000 

Montreal,  Can 60,000 


Plaee.  Value, 

Newark,  N.  J $80,000 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  10,000 
New  London,  (Chapel)    2,750 

Newtown,  N.  Y 5,000 

New  Utrecht,  N.  Y..     5,000 

New  York  City. 500,000 

North  Shore,  N.  Y..  20,000 

Omaha,  Neb 6,000 

Philadelphla.,  Pa 300,000 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y--  52,500 
RocKPORT,  Mass.,Chapel  3,500 
San  Francisco,  Cal . , .  100,000 

St.  John,  N.  B •35,000 

SHOREHAM,Vt,  (Chapel)  1,800 
Springdale,  O.,  Chapel    1,500 

Toronto,  Ont 45,000 

Turtle  Creek,  Pa....    2,500 

Washington,  D.  C 200,000 

West  Eiver,  N.  S 1,W0 


Total,  38  Buildings,  valued  at $1,914,450 


BUILDING  FUNDS. 


Pkice.  Amount. 

Alexandria,  Va $1,500 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y 1,600 

Auburn,  Me 3,000 

Auburn,  N.  Y 1,500 

Baltimore,  Md 174,000 

BiDDEFORD,  Me 66 

Bristol,  R  1 2,000 

Brookville,  Ont 100 

Buffalo,  N.  Y 31,000 

Cincinnati,  O 28,204 

Colchester,  Ct ,       200 

Concord,  N.  H 500 

CortlInd,  N.  Y 264 

FrrcHBURG,  Mass 800 

Greenpoint,  N.  Y 200 

Halifax,  N.  S 17,000 

Hamilton,© 10 

Hamilton,  Ont 8,300 

Jersey  City,  N.  J 15,000 

Lynn,  Mass 25,000 

Manchester,  N.  H...       250 

Meriden,  Ct 1,000 

Total,  Building  43  Funds. 


Place.                             Amount. 
MONTCLAIR,   N.  J 500 

Mt.  Joy,  Pa 1,500 

Orange,  N.  J 2,000 

Philadelphia^  Pa 65,000 

Pictou,  N.  S 2,724 

Providence,  R  1 1,000 

Quebec,  Can 2,500 

St.  Catherine's,  Ont. .  500 

Schenectady,  N.  Y..  26,000 

Selma,  Ala 6,830 

Scranton,  Pa 290 

Syracuse,  N.  Y 700 

TiDiouTE,  Pa.  (a  lot)--  2,300 

Toledo,  O 10,000 

Truro,  N.  S 1,500 

Warren,  O 5,000 

Westerly,  R  1 500 

WiNNSBORO,  S.  C 10 

Worcester,  Mass 2, 100 

Yarmouth,  N.  S 5,000 

Zainesvillb,  O 6,000 


.$447,947 


Young  men's  christian  associations 
with  general  secretaries.* 


AUBUBN,  N.  Y S.  B.  Almj. 

Boston,  Mass L.  P.  Rowland. 

Bbookltn,  N.  Y Wm.  M.  Martin. 

"     G.T.Clark. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y I.  G.  Jenkins. 

CmciNNATi,  O A.  C.  Scott. 

Clbvbland,  O Lang  Sheaff. 

"      Railroad  Sec .  .G.  W.  Cobb. 

CoBUBO,  Ont Angus  Crawford. 

Dayton,  O H.  P.  Adams. 

Bbtsoit,  Mich E.  B.  Moody. 

DUBTJQUB,  Iowa S.  N.  Millard. 

Elmiba,  N.  Y T.  B.  Snrbridge. 

Ebib,  Pa A.  L.  Uttell. 

GsRMANTOWN,  Pa A.  L.  Kelly. 

GuELPH,  Ont S.  S.  Bates. 

Hamilton,  Oitt D.  A.  Sinclair. 

Indianapolis,  Ind  .  .Leroy  W.  Braden. 

Lancaster,  Pa. Walter  Sutton. 

Lowell,  Mass H.  J.  McCoy. 

Manohebtbb,  N.  H.  .  .C.  p.  Wellman. 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  .  .L.  P.  Dorland. 

Montreal,  Can Alfred  Sandham. 

Nashua,  N.  H Israel  Alnsworth. 

Newark,  N.  J J.  S.  Ostrander. 

New  Orleans,  La. T.  L.  Scott. 


New  York  Citt R.  R.  McBumey. 

"    Bowery  Branch,  John  Dooly. 

"    E.  Branch,  R.  M.  Offord. 

"    Harlem  Branch.  Clark  Healey. 

"    Yorkville  Branch,  A.  B.  Camer. 

OswEoo,  N.  Y D.  H.  Emerson. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  .  .Thos.  Marshall. 

PrrrsBURO,  Pa R.  A.  Orr. 

Port  Hope,  Ont Robert  Gray. 

POUOHKEEPSIE,  N.  Y Erskine  Uhl. 

Protidence,  R.  I W.  H  Anderson. 

Rome,  N.  Y H.  S.  Ninde. 

St.  Catherine's,  Ont.  . . .  Jas.  Brand. 

St.  Paul,  Minn E.  W.  Chase. 

San  Francisco,  Cal H.  Cox. 

Schenectady,  N.  Y Lucius  Hoyt. 


SORANTON,  Pa.  . .   . . 

Syracuse,  N.Y 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Toronto,  Ont 

Utica,  N.  Y 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Westerly,  R.  I 

Worcester,  Mass.  . 


.  .T.  A.  Goodwin. 
..W.S.Franklin. 

T.  A.  Nelson. 

. . .  .T.  J.  Wilkie. 

G.E.  Allen. 

G.A.HaU. 

...T.C.Crocker. 
Joshua  Freeman. 


Zanbsyille,  O Rob't.  Thompson. 


Richard  C.  Morse,  New  York, 

Gen'l  Sec'y  of  the  Ex.  Com.  of  the  International  Conyentlon. 

S.  A.  Taooart,  Pittsburg,  Pa,, 

State  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Sec'y  of  Pennsylyania. 


*  By  this  same  is  Intended  the  OfBoer  of  the  Association  who  is  ssUried  to  give  all  or  a 
spediled  portion  of  his  time  to  the  work  of  the  Sooiety. 


ASSOCIATION    ADDRESSES. 


Albzakdria,  Va.,  96  King  Street. 
Atchison,  Kan.,  402  Commercial  St. 
AuGUBTA,  Ga.,  Broad  Street. 
AXTRORA,  111.,  The  Island. 
Baltimobb,  Md.,  160  W.  Baltimore  St. 
Bbthlbhbm,  Pa.,  84  South  Main  Street. 
BiDDEFOBD,  Me.,  164  Main  Street. 
Boston,  Mass.,  Tremont  and  Eliot  Sts. 
South  Boston,  Mass.,  476  Broadway. 
BRAHtFOBD,  Ont.,  Golbome  Street. 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  Hope  Street. 
Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  N.  T.,  4th  and  2d  Sts. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Cor  Fulton  Street 

and  Qallatin  Place. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  819  Main  Street. 
Burlington,  Vt.,  S  Paul  Street. 
Cairo,  111.,  128  Commercial  Avenue. 
Carthage,  N.  Y.,  73  State  Street. 
Charlbston,  S.  C,  (Co'd)  12  Wall  St. 
Chicago,  111.,  95  W.  Randolph  Street. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  200  Vine  Street. 
Clbybland,  O.,  79  Public  Square. 
Concord,  N.  H.,  Main  and  School  Sts. 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  Pearl  Street. 
Davbnport,  Iowa,  8d  Street. 
Dayton,  C,  27  N.  Main  Street 
DuBuquB,  Iowa,  130  Main  Street. 
Easton,  Pa.,  56  Northampton  Str^. 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Lake  Street. 
Erie,  Pa.,  State  and  8th  Streets. 
Frankford,  Pa.,  4402  Frankford  Ave. 
Frederick  City,  Md,  Ch.  &  Market  Sts. 
GsRiCANTOWN,  Pa.,  Main  Street. 
€K)SHEN,  N.  Y.,  82  W.  Main  Street. 
Gresnfoint,  N.  Y.,  Orchard  Street. 
GuELPH,  Ont.,  Wyndham  Street. 
Hagsrstown,  Md.,  Public  Square. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  197  Hollis  Street. 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  22  King  Street,  East 
Harribburg,  Pa.,  Third  Street. 
Houston,  Texas,  2  Capitol  Street. 
Hudson,  N.  Y.,  192  Warren  Street. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  35  N.  lUinoia  St. 
Janesyille,  Wis.,  MUwaukee  Stre^ 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Montgomery  and 

Gregory  Streets. 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  W.  King  Street. 
Leavenworth,  Kan.,  309  Delaware  St. 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  2  N.  9th  Street. 
Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Main  titreei. 
Malone,  N.  Y.,  Elm  Street. 
Manchester,  N.H.,31  Hanover  Street. 
Montpelier,  Vt.,  Main  Street. 
Montreal,  Craig  and  Badegonde  St 
N.  Albany,  Ind.,  Spnng  &  Pearl  Sts. 
Newark,  N.  J.,  14  W.  Park  Street. 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,   Purchase  and 

Union  Streets. 
N.  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  48  Church  St. 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  61  Smith  Street. 
New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  Provost  Street 
N.  Haven,  Conn.,Chapel  &  Orange  Sts. 
New  London,  Conn.,  77  State  Street. 
New  Orleans,  La.,  82  Camp  Street 
New  York  City,  23d  St.  and  4th  Ave. 

Bowery  Branch,  134  Bowery. 

Harlem  Branch,  2223  8d  Avenue. 

Eastern  Branch,  492  Grand  Street. 

Yorkville  Branch,  3d  Ave.  &  86th  St 

Colored  Asso'n,  185  Bleecker  Street 
Pebkskill,  N.  Y.,  35  Division  Street 
Philadelfhia,  Pa.,  1210  Chestnut  St 
Pictou,  N.  S.,  Water  Street 
Pittsburoh,  Pa.,  Penn  and  6th  Streets. 
Portland,  Me.,  Congress  &  Oasoo  Sts. 
Portsmouth,  Oregon,  2d  &  Court  Sts. 
Poughkeepbie,  N.  Y.,  Cor.  Main  and 

Washington  Streets. 
Providencb,  B.  L,  98  Weybooset  St 
Quebec,  Can.,  24  Fabrique  Street. 
Rochester,  Minn.,  Main  and  Zambro 

Streets. 
Rochester  IJntvebaity,  N.  Y.,  6S 

Sibley  Block. 
BOOKFORT,  Mass.,  1  Broadway. 
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Rome,   N.    Y.,    Ck>r.    Dominick    and 

Washington  Streets. 
Salsm,  Mum.,  194  Essex  Street. 
&AS  Fbanoiboo,  Cal.,2d2  Sutter  Street. 
ScHENBCTADT,  N.  Y.,  State  Street. 
ScRANTON,  Pa.,  425  Lackawanna  Ave. 
SsLMA,  Ala.,  48  Broad  Street. 
SPRmGFiBLD,  Mass.,  844  Main  Street 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  160  8d  Street. 
Syracusb,  N.  Y.,  16  So.  Salina  Street. 
Toledo,  O.,  154  Summit  Street. 
Toronto,  Ont.,  Queen  &  James  Sts. 


Trenton,  N.  J.,  20  E.  State  Street. 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  59  Franklin  Square. 
Washington,  D.  C,  D  and  9th  Sts. 
Watbrburt,  Conn.,  Bank  Street. 
Watertown,  N.Y.,  Washington  Blk. 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  Mun  Street. 
West  River,  N.  S.,  Union  Hall. 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Market  Street. 
WiLLDLMBPORT,  Pa.,  8d  and  Pine  Sts. 
Worcester,  Mass.,    Chapin    Block, 
Pearl  Street. 


ADDRESSES  OF  FOREIGN  ASSOCIATIONS- 


Dublin,  Ireland,  54  Up.  Sackvllle  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,78  Adam  Square. 
Literfool,  44  Renshaw  St. 
Leeds,  England,  18  South  Parade. 


London,  165  Aldersgate  St. 
LoNDBNDBRRT,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 
Paris,  France,  160  Rue  Montmartre. 
Rome,  Italy,  21  Via  Condotti. 


A  LIST  OF  NINETY-SEVEN  STATE  AND 
PROVINCIAL  CONVENTIONS 

Held  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  or  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces, 

SEPTBlfBBB.  1866— HAY,  1873. 

These  Conventions  owe  their  origin  to  the  International  Con- 
vention held  at  Albany  in  June,  1866,  where  the  following  reso- 
lution was  passed : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Convention  instruct  the  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  each  State,  District  Ter- 
ritory and  Province  to  call  annually  in  the  Autumn  (after  con- 
sultation with  the  Associations)  a  Convention  of  the  Associations 
in  such  State,  District,  Territory  and  Province.*' 

Since  the  passd^ge  of  this  resolution,  the  following  ninety-seven 
Conventions  have  been  held  : 


STATES  OF  THE  NOETHWEST. 

Place.  Time. 

L   Milwaukee,  Wis Sept  27-29,  1866  (Sun'y) 

n.   Chicago,  ni Oct  8-4,1867 1. 

m.   St  Louis Nov.  24-26,  1868 


MAEITIME  PEOVmCES 

(spend  SUNDAY   IN   PLACE  OF  MEETING.) 

I.  Halifax,  N.  S Oct  3-7, 1867 

XL  Halifax,  N.  S Sept  17-20,  1868... 

IIL  Pictou,  N.  S Sept  16-19,  1869... 

IV.  St  John,  N.  B Oct  14-17, 1869.... 

V.  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I  Sept  8-11,  1870. . . . 

VL  St  John,  N.  B July  6-8,  1871 

VIL  Halifax,  N.  S Sept  5-8,  1872 

ONTAEIO  AND  QUEBEC. 

I.   Toronto -Oct  28-29, 1868.... 

n.   Hamilton Sept  28-29,  1869. . . 

ni.   Ottawa Sept  7-8,  1870 

IV.   St  Catharines Aug.  2-3,  1871 

V.   Belleville Aug.  20-22,  1872  . , 


1^ 


fep 


8 
36 
25 


38 
45 
31 
22 
57 
44 


18 
22 
9 
30 
22 


150 

100 

60 


90 
126 
152 

60 
158 
130 


72 

76 

48 

144 

102 


o 


20 
20 

10 
28 
32 


2 
11 

5 
19 
12 
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ALABAMA. 

(SPEND  SUNDAY   IN   PLACE  OF   MEETING) 
FUmw.  Tim*. 

L  Selma Sept  5-7,  1872 

IL  Selma May  13-15,  1873. 

CALIFORNIA. 

I.  San  Francisco Autiunn,  1868 

CONNECTICUT. 

L  New  Haven May  21-22, 1867 

IL  Hartford Oct  29, 1867 

IIL  New  London Oct  21-22,1868 

IV.  West  Winsted Oct  20-21, 1869 

V.  Bridgeport. Oct  20-21,1870 

VL  Mystic Oct  26-27, 1871 

VIL  Waterbury Oct  9-10,1872 

INDIANA. 

L  Lafayette Oct  6-7,1869 

IL  Greencastle March  28-30, 1871 

IIL  Indianapolis March  26-27,  1872 

IOWA. 

L  CedarRapids . April  6-7,  1869 

U.  Marshalltown April  5-6,  1870 

m.  Iowa  City April  4r-6,  1871 

rV.  Davenport Nov.  19-20,  1872 

MAINE. 

L  Lewiston Oct  16-17,1867 , 

n.  Portland April'28-29, 1868 

IIL  Bath Oct  20-21,1868 

IV.  Bajigor Oct  20-21,1869 

V.  Augusta, Oct  27-28,1870 

VL  Biddeford Sept  26-27,  1871 

VIL  Winthrop Oct  ::-4,  1872 

MARYLAND  AND  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

L  Baltimore Nov.  21-22,  1866 

IL  Washington Oct  30,  Nov.  1,  1867.  .. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


it 
^ 


L  Springfield Oct  16-17, 1867. . 

IL  Worcester. Sept  23-24,  1868. 

in.  Lowell October,  1869 

rV.  Chelsea Oct  13-14, 187a.. 

V.  Northampton Sept  27-29,  1871. 

VL  Fall  River...,, Oct  23-24, 1872.. 


12 
15 
17 
14 
17 
15 
18 


17 

21 

9 


J*?*® 


S' 


35 
39 


58 
60 
54 
61 
81 
50 
100 

25 
32 
30 

68 
75 
57 


21 
10 
15 
6 
8 
15 
12 


11 
3 
3 


39 
20 


19 
23 
15 
18 
15 
15 

8 
6 


38 
77 
59 
60 
40 
35 


126 
98 
57 
80 

100 
97 


125 

70 


238 
314 
290 
300 
150 
107 


2 

14 
12 
13 
15 


11 

12 

39 
23 
60 
12 
6 
10 


XLVI 


MIQHIGAN. 


Place. 


Time. 


L  Marsliall Dec  1-2,  1868... 

n.  Kalamazoo Mar.  15-16,  1870. 

m.  Jackson Jan.  17-18,1871.. 

IV.  East  Saginaw. Feb.  20-21, 1872. . 

MINNESOTA. 

L  Minneapolis Dec.  21-22,  1870. . 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

L  Manchester. Aug,  11,  1868 

n.  Nashua Oct  5-6,1869.... 

m.  Concord Oct  24-26, 1870. . 

IV.  Portsmouth Oct  3-4, 1871 

V.  Manchester. May  5-7,  1878 

NEW  JERSEY. 

L  Elizabeth Oct  1-2,1867 

n.  Trenton Oct  8-9,1868 

IIL  Jersey  City Sept  29-30,  1869. 

IV.  New  Brunswick Sept  28-29,  1870. 

V.  Newark Oct  25-26, 1871.. 

VI.  Hightstown Sept  17-18,  1872 

NEW  YORK 

L  Oswego Oct  24-25,1866-. 

n.  Elmira Sept  18-19,  1867. 

HL  Auburn Sept  9-10,1868.. 

rV.  Schenectady Sept  21-23,  1869. 

V.  Poughkeepsie Sept  6-7,  1870. . . 

Vl/Utica. Sept  12-14,  1871. 

VIL  Lockport Aug.  27-29,  1872 . 

OHIO. 

(Spend  Sunday  in  plaee  of  Meeting.) 

L  Columbus. Nov.  8-10,  1867 . . 

n.  Cleveland Oct  16-18, 1868  _ . 

IIL  Mansfield Oct  22-24, 1869 . . 

IV.  Cincinnati Nov.  4-6,  1870. . . 

V.  Zanesville Oct  27-29, 1871 . . 

VL  Toledo..... Nov.  15-17,  1872. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

L  Philadelphia. Nov.  16,  1866.... 

LL  WilUamsport Nov.  2-4,  1869 . . . 

m.  Scranton Nov.  8-10,  1870.. 

IV.  Erie. Sept  12-14,  1871. 

Y.  Carlisle Sept  10-12,  1872. 


11 

20 
14 
12 
11 


4 


60- 
50- 
45- 
45. 


30- 


25 
21 
20 
15 

8 
14 
18 
16 
21 
15 


27 
77 
65 
80 
50 


75 
64 
86 
60 
120 
50 


97 
60 
111 
50 
70 


16 
3 

87 
10 
12 
5 


9 
26 
24 
22 
24 
26 
18 


18 
78 
64 
68 
94 
70 


16 

9 
8 

20 
20 


15 
22 
23 
25 
29 
21 


58 
106 
109 
120 
101 

88 


7 

19 
20 
33 
17 
21 


29 
83 
44 
82 


132 
107 
193 
121 


44 
20 
16 
16 


XLVII 


EHODE  ISLAND. 


PUee. 


,  Time. 


L  Providence Dec.  3-4,  1868... 

n.  Westerly Oct.  19-20, 1869 . 

in  Pawtucket :..... Oct  18-19,1870. 

IV.  Bristol Oct  18-19,1871. 

V.  Westerly Oct  30,  1872.... 


SOUTH  CAROLINA— (Colored.) 

L  Columbia Aug.  22-24,1870. 

n.  Charleston Aug.  24-27, 1871 . 

IIL  Winnsboro Aug.  28-30,  1872. 

VERMONT. 

L  Burlington Oct  8-10,1867... 

II.  Brattleboro Oct  13-15, 1868 . . 

IIL  Rutland Oct  19-20,1869.. 

IV.  St  Johnsbury Oct  11-12, 1870 . . 

V.  Montpelier Oct  11-12, 187 1 . . 

VL  Springfield Nov.  6-8,  1872... 

WEST  VIRGINIA.— (Sunday.) 

L  Clarksburg Dea  1-3,  187L... 

II.  Parkersburg Nov.  21-23,  1872. 

WISCONSIN. 

L  Janesville Nov.  3-5,  1870. . . 

IL  Whitewater Nov.  1-3,  1871 . . . 


11 


^M 


4 

5 

10 


12 


32 
25 
14 

7 
4 

13 
13 


i 


56 
56 
60 
40 
18 


11 
12 
21 


M 


134 
92 
90 
50 


17 

50 

6 


35200 
...350 


100350 
90300 
25  35 

32 
20 


67 

72 


2 

8 


SUMMARY. 


States  of  the  Northwest 3 

Maritime  Provinces. 7 

Ontario  and  Quebec 5 

Alabama 1 

California 1 

Connecticut 7 

Indiana 3 

Iowa 4 

Maine 7 

Maryland  and  D.  C 2 

Massachusetts 5 


Michigan  .^ 6 

Minnesota. 7 

New  Hampshire 4 

New  Jersey 1 

New  York 6 

Ohio 6 

Pennsylvania 5 

Rhode  Island. 5 

South  Carolina  (Colored). . .  3 

Vermont 6 

West  Virginia 2 

Wisconsin 2 


Total. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  PAID  IN  DURING  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  7, 1873. 


Akron,  Ohio 

Ashland,  Ohio 

Aabam,  Me 

Aurora,  lil 

Aurora,  Ind. 

Batavia.in 

Beverly,  Mass 

BoAton,  Mass 

Bristol,  R.L 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y 

Brookville,  Pa 

Burlington.  Vt 

Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio 

Charlestown,  Mass 

Charlottetown,  Pr.  £d. 
Island 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Concord.  N  H 

Cortlandt,  N.  T 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Dunbar,  Pa. 

Easton,  Pa 

East  Saginaw,  Mich 

Fitohburg..Ma8s 

Goshen,  K.Y 

Greenfield,  Mass 

Halifax.  N.  S 

Holden,  Mass. 

Holliston,  Mass 

Howard  University,  Wash- 
ington. D.  C 

Indianapolis,  Ind 

JaneaviUe,  Wis 

Johnstown,  Pa, 

Lancaster,  Pa 

Lowell.  Mass 

Lynchburg,  Va 

Lynn,  Mass 

Mfcdison,Wi8. 


G«n  Kz. 

Report. 

$15  UO 

10  00 

$8  50 

5  00 

8  50 

10  00 

3  00 

850 

5  OU 

1  50 

10  00 

200  00 

12  50 

35  00 

7  50 

35<)  00 

13  50 

10  00 

5  00 

SO  'M 

500 

10  0{' 

1  50 

30  00 

80  00 

3  50 

800  00 

13  50 

100  00 

10  00 

40  00 

1  00 

5  00 

8  50 

35  00 

1  00 

5  00 

1  00 

70  00 

5  00 

850 

5  00 

8  50 

15  00 

850 

1  00 

50  00 

10  00 

1  00 

1  00 

5  00 

50  00 

10  00 

850 

3  «)0 

8  00 

10  00 

850 

5  00 

50 

1  00 

25  00 

14  00 

10  00 

850 

Manchester,  N.  H 

Middletown,  Conn 

Milford,  Conn 

Minneapolis,  Minn 

Montclair.  N.  J 

Montpelier,  Vt 

Newnrk,  N.  J 

New  York 

North  Brookfleld,  Mass. 

Oberlln.  Ohio 

Peru,  Ohio 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Pictou,  N.  8 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 

PlantsviUe,  Conn 

Port  Hope,  Canada 

Portland,  Me 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y  ... 

Rnt&nd,  Vt 

Salem,  Mass 

San  Francisco,  CaL 

Selma,  Ala 

Shippensbnrg.  Pa 

Spencer,  Ma^s 

Spri^gdale.  Ohio 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Toronto,  Can 

Trenton,  N.  J 

Union  City,  Pa. 

Wakefield,  Mass 

Washington,  D.  C 

Watervnie.Me 

West  Charlotte,  Vt 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

Wilton.  N.  H ^... 

Worcester,  Mass 

York,  Pa 

Sale 


G«a.  Ex. 

R«lK.rt. 

$10  00 

$3  50 

10  00 

10  00 

1  00 

15  00 

250 

10  00 

500 

10  00 

1  00 

85  00 

1505  00 

35  00 

500 

1  00 

1  00 

50 

300  00 

50  00 

10  00 

4  00 

150  00 

850 

5  00 

8  00 

30  00 

8  50 

30  00 

3  00 

80  00 

5  00 

85  00 

8  50 

500 

40  00 

500 

5  00 

1  50 

10  00 

8  50 

10  00 

1  00 

40  00 

18  50 

30  00 

12  50 

80  00 

750 

500 

5  00 

1  00 

100  00 

18  50 

6  00 

I  00 

10  no 

1  50 

800 

1  00 

85  <K) 

8  50 

15  00 

8  50 

185 

$3711  00 

$334  75 

LIST  OF  THE  ASSOCIATIONS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 
BRITISH  PROVINCES. 


The  Names  of  those  Reporting  to  the  Poughkeepsie  CJonvention  are 
Printed  in  Italic,  the  Names  of  the  others  in  Rohan  Letters. 


Bermctda. 
Hamilton  Pariah, 
Harrington. 

Canada. 

Barrie, 

BeUevUle, 

Berlin, 

Bowmansville, 

Brantford, 

Brockville, 

Goburg, 

Craigvale, 

Fergus, 

Gait, 

Guelph, 

Hamilton, 

LigeraoU, 

Kincardine, 

Lindsay, 

Lmidon, 

MiWyrook, 

Montreal, 

Na/panee, 

Oakville, 

Orillia, 

Ottawa, 

Owen  Sounds 

Paisley, 

Parrdforo, 

Paris, 

Port  Hope, 

Quebec, 

St.  Catharines, 

;S^.  Thomas, 

St.  Stephen, 

Toronto, 

Walkerton, 

Welland, 

Woodstock. 

New  Brunswick. 
Batharst, 
Campbelltown, 
Central  Norton, 
Chatham, 
.Dalhoasie, 
FredericUm, 
Mirimichi, 
Newcastle, 
Richibucto, 
St.  Andrews, 


St.  John, 
St.  Stephen, 
Upper  Norton, 
Woodstock. 

Nova  Scotia. 
Albion  Mines, 
Ainherst, 
Antigonish, 
Baddeck, 
Brookland, 
Cale4onia, 
Canard, 
Cape  George, 
Cape  John, 
Cariboo  River, 
Clifton, 
Churchville, 
Balhousie, 
Dartmouth, 
Durham, 
Faneuil  Hall, 
Fisher's  Grant, 
Goldsville, 
Olenelg, 

Great  Village,  Lond^ry 
Green  Hill, 
Guysborough, 
Halifax, 
Hermon  Church, 
Hopeville, 
Kentville, 
Little  Harbor, 
Liverpool, 
Loading  Ground, 
Lower  Barney's  River, 
Londonderry, 
Lyons  Brook, 
Maitland, 
Marshville, 
Marshy  Hope, 
Merigouish, 
Meagher's  Grant, 
Middle  Musquodoboit, 
Aiiddleton, 
Middle  Steunacke, 
Millsville, 
Mt.  Thorn, 

Musquodoboit  Harbor, 
Newport, 
New  Glasgow, 
North  Sydney, 


Northeast  Margaree , 

Parrsboro, 

Pietou, 

Portapique, 

Princetown, 

Biver  John, 

Rocklin, 

Rogers  HiU, 

Salt  Springs, 

Salem  Church, 

Scotsburn, 

ScotshUl, 

Sherbrooke, 

Sprifigside, 

Springmlle, 

Stewiacke, 

Sunnybrae, 

Sutherland  River, 

Sudney,  C.  B., 

Tatamagouche, 

Truro, 

Upper  Londonderry, 

Stewiacke, 

Wallace, 

Wateroale, 

Waterville, 

West  River, 

WestvUle, 

Windsor, 

Woodville, 

Yarmouth, 

Pr.  Edwards  Island. 
Charlottetown, 

Alabama. 
Birmingham, 
Columbiana, 
Gadsden, 
Hunts  ville, 
Jacksonville, 
Marion, 
Montgomery, 
Opelika, 
Selma, 
Tuscaloosa, 
Union  Springs, 
Uniontown, 
White  Plains. 

California. 

San  Francisco, 


LXIV 


San  Jose, 

Jacksonville, 

Pella, 

Stockton. 

Lexington,     • 

Tabor, 

Lincoln, 

Waterloo, 

Colorado. 

Mason  City, 

West  Branch, 

Grass  Valley, 

Mendota, 

Wilton, 

Marysvllle. 

Moline, 

Monmouth, 

Kansas, 

Connecticut. 

Morris, 

AtcMson, 

Ansoniaf 

Naper»vUle,^.W.  Col. 

Junction, 

Bridgeport, 

Normal  (Normal  U'ty), 

Lawrence, 

Bristol, 

Olney, 

Leatenusyrth, 

Colchester, 

Peoria, 

Gos/ien, 

Plainfield, 

Kentucky, 

Guilford, 

Prince  ville. 

Covington, 

Meriden, 

Pontiac, 

Lexington, 

Middletown, 

Quincy, 

Louisville, 

MUford, 

Rock  Falls, 

(Germ&n). 

Mystic  Bridge, 

Rockford, 

New  Haven f 

Shawneetown, 

LOUISANA. 

New  London, 

Shelbyville, 

New  Orleans, 

North  Stonington, 

St.  Charles, 

PlantsmUe, 

Urbana, 

Maine. 

Putnam, 

Washburn, 

Avhum, 

StAniford, 

Wilmington. 

Augusta, 
Bath, 

WcUerhuryt 

Winsted. 

Indiana. 

Belfast, 

Aurora, 

Biddeford, 

District  op  Columbia. 

Camanche, 

Bridgeton, 

Georgetown, 

Crawfordsville, 

Brunswick, 

Howard    University, 

Delphi, 

East  Vassalboro, 

TTashington. 

Fort  WaynS, 

Eliot. 

Washington, 

(German), 

Farmington, 

(Cord), 

Franklin, 

Fryeburg, 

East  Washington. 

Gjreencaetle, 

Gardiner, 

Greenfield, 

HaUawdl, 

Florida. 

Hanover, 

Leeds, 

Jacksonville. 

Howard, 

Leuiston, 

Indianapolis, 

Monmouth, 

Georgia. 

Jeffersonville, 

North  Berwick, 

Athens  (State  Univ'ty), 

Michigan  City, 

Portland, 

Augusta. 

*'   German, 

Richmond, 

Mishawaka, 

Rockland, 

Illinois. 

New  Albany, 

Searsport, 

Areola, 

Seymour. 

WaterviUe, 

Aurora, 

Wayne, 

Batavia, 

Iowa. 

Winthrop, 

Bloomington, 

Boonsboro, 

Yarmouth. 

*'     Wesleyan  Un'ty, 

Burlington, 

Brimfield, 

Clinton, 

Maryland. 

Butler, 

Counca  Bluffs, 

Annapolis,  {St.  JohtCs 

Cairo, 

Davenport, 

College), 

Carhondale, 

Des  Moines, 

Baltimore, 

Carthage  (College), 

Dubuque, 

Bladensburg, 

Charleston, 

EddyviUe, 

Frederick  City, 

Champaign, 

Fort  Dodge, 

HagersUnm, 

Indus.  Univ'ty, 

Iowa  City, 

HarriBonviUe, 

Chicago, 

Keokuk, 

Laurel, 

Clinton, 

Moquoketa, 

Lutherville, 

Dixon, 

Marion, 

Mechanicstown, 

Dupage  ToumsJiip, 

Marshalltown, 

Woodsboro. 

Elgin, 

Monticello, 

Evanston, 

Mt.  Vernon, 

Massachusetts. 

Galesburg, 

Oscaloosa, 

Abington  Centre, 

•*       (Scandinavian), 

Ottumway, 

Amedmry,- 

LXV 


Amherst  College, 
Ajidater, 
Ashburnliam, 
Ashland, 
Athol, 
Attleboro, 
Barre, 
BcUlardvale, 
BdcTiertown, 
Bemardston, 
Beverly, 
Blackstone, 
Boston, 

Boston  Highlands, 
Brookfield, 
Cambridge, 
Cambridgeport, 
C/iarlestown, 
Chicopee, 
Chelsea, 
Clinton, 
Conway, 
East  Ahington, 
East  Boston, 
East  Can^yridge, 
East  Hamptan, 
'  East  Somerville, 
East  Weymauth, 
Fail  River, 
FUcKburg, 
Foxboro, 
Oardner, 
Gloucester, 
Chrafton, 
Greenfield, 
Harwich, 
Hatfield, 
Haverhill, 
Heath, 
Holden, 
Holliston, 
Holyoke, 
Hopkinton, 
Hubbardstown, 
Lawrence, 
Leomirutter, 
Leicester, 
Lmc-ell, 
Lynn, 
Marlboro, 
Marblehead, 
Medford, 
Medway, 
Milf(/rd, 
Nantucket, 
Natick, 
Newburyport, 
Newton  Corner, 
New  Bedford, 
New  Ipswich, 
Northampton, 
North  Brookfield, 
North  Wrentham, 
Norwood, 


OakTuim, 

Orange, 

Pax  ton, 

Peabody, 

Plymouth, 

Provincetowji, 

Reading, 

Riverdale, 

Rockport, 

RtiUand, 

Salisbury, 

Salem, 

Sandwich, 

Saxonville, 

Shelbume  Falls, 

Somerville, 

SotUh  Boston, 

South  Danvers, 

South  Beerfidd, 

South  Gardner, 

South  Hadley, 

South  Boston, 

South  Reading, 

South  Weymouth, 

Spencer, 

Springfield, 

Stoneham, 

Sunderland, 

Taunton, 

Topfield, 

Wakefield, 

Warren, 

Webster, 

Wellsby, 

West  Ameffbury, 

Westboro, 

West  Boston,  (col'd.) 

West  Brookfield, 

West  Newton, 

Westfield, 

Westminster, 

Weymouth, 

Williams  College, 

WUbraham, 

Windham, 

Winchester, 

Woburn, 

Worcester, 

Yarmouth. 

Michigan. 
Adrian, 
Allegan, 
Alpena, 
Ann  Harbor, 
Battle  Creek, 
Bay  City, 
Chariotte, 
Corunna, 
Detroit, 
East  Saginaw, 
Eaton  Rapids, 
Grand  Rapids, 
GreenviUe, 


Hillsdale, 

Holly, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Lansing  Normal  School 

Marquette, 

Marsnall, 

Michigan     University, 

Ann  Harbor, 
Munroe, 
NUes, 

Olivet  College, 
Pontiac, 
Port  Huron, 
St.  Clair, 
Ypsilanti. 

MiNNBSOTA. 

Anoka, 
Austin, 
Hastings, 
Minneapolis, 
Owalonna, 
Rochester, 
St,  Paul, 

St.  Anthony  or  E.  Min- 
neapolis. 

Missouri. 
Hannibal, 
Kansas  City, 
Kirksville, 
Sedalia, 
Springfield, 
Warrensburg. 

MlBSIBSIPPI, 

Columbus. 

Nebraska. 
Fremont, 
Kansas  City, 
Nebraska  City, 
Omaha. 

New  Hampshirb. 
Candia, 
Canterbury, 
Claremont, 
Concord, 
Dover, 
Exeter, 
Francestown, 
Farmington, 
Goshen, 
Hampton, 
Hillsboro  Bridge, 
Laconia, 
Manchester, 
Meriden, 
Milford, 
Nashua, 
New  Boston, 
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NeiecasUe, 
New  Ipswich, 
New  Market, 
Portsmouth, 
Sandwich, 
Salmon  Falls, 
Seabrook, 
Wilton  Temple. 

New  Jersey. 
Bayonne  City, 
Bergen, 
Beverly^ 
Boontoii, 
Bordentown, 
Bridgeton, 
Burlington, 
Camden, 
Dover, 
Elizabeth, 
Elizabethport, 
Freehold, 
Hackensack, 
Hackettstown, 
Hightstoitn, 
Hudson  City, 
Jersey  City, 
Jersey  City,  (Hedding), 
Lamberts  ville, 
Lawrenceville, 
Madison, 
Matte  wan, 
Metuchin, 
Montclair, 
Newark, 
New  Brunswick, 
Newton, 
Orange, 
Plainfidd, 
Rockaway, 
Rose  ville, 
South  Orange, 
Trenton, 
Vineland, 
West  Hoboken, 
Westfield, 
Whitinsville. 

New  York. 
Adams, 
Albany, 
Amsterdam, 
Astoria, 
Atiburn, 
Aurora, 
Biughamton, 
Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn,  E.  D., 
Buffalo, 
Canandaigua, 
Carthage, 
Cornell         University, 

(Ith^a), 
Cortland, 


East  Brooklyn, 

Elmira, 

Fort  Plain, 

Fxdton, 

Geneva, 

Ooshefi, 

Oreen  Point, 

Hempstead, 

Hoosic  FalLs, 

Hudson, 

Ithaca, 

lAtile  Falls, 

Malone, 

Middletown, 

MUlbrook, 

Moravia, 

Mt.  Kisco, 

Newburgh, 

Newtown, 

New  Utrecht, 

New  York  City, 

"  Bowery  Branch, 
'*  Harlem  *' 
"  Eastern  " 
"  YorkvUle  " 
**  Yonkers  " 
"  German  Assoc'n, 
"   Colored 

North  Shore,  8.  I., 

Nyack, 

Ogdensburg, 


PeekskUl, 

Phoenix, 

PougJikecpsie, 

Rochester  University, 

Rome, 

Saratoga  Springs, 

ScJiencctady, 

Syracuse, 

Utica, 

Watden, 

Watertown, 
Weedsport, 

Whitehall. 

North  Carolina. 

Charlotte, 

Fayetteville, 

Goldsborough, 

Raleigh, 

Wilmington  (German), 
Ohio. 

Akron, 

Ashland, 

Ashtabula, 

Bellevue, 

Bellair, 

Brooklyn, 

Bucyrus, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Chagrin  Falls, 

ChandlersmUe, 


C harden, 

ChiUicothe, 

Cincinnati, 

Cirdeville, 

Cleveland, 

Clyde, 

Colurr^is, 

Columbiana, 

Coshocton, 

Damascus, 

Damascoville, 

Dayton, 

Delaware, 

East  Fairfield, 

**   Liverpool, 
Elyria, 
Elmore, 
Findlay, 
Fredericktown, 
Fremont, 
Gallon, 
Geneva, 
GranvUle, 
Gheenieich, 
Hamilton, 
Hillsboro, 
Ironton, 
Kenton, 
Lexington, 
Lima, 
Lackland, 
Lucas, 
Mansfield, 
Marion, 

Martin's  Ferry, 
MassUlon, 
Medina, 
Middletown, 
Mt.  GUead, 
Mt.   Union, 
Mt.  Vernon, 
Newburgh, 
Norwalk, 
Oberlin, 

Ohio  Penitentiary, 
Oxford, 
Painesville, 
Portsmouth, 
Ridgeville, 
Ravenna, 
Ripley, 
Salem, 
Sandusky, 
Sheffield, 
Shelby, 
Springdale, 

f)ringfield, 
eubenville. 
Tiffin, 
Toledo, 
Trenton, 
Troy, 
Urbana, 
Wahiut  Hillfl, 
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Wide^le, 

Mercer. 

Chester,             (Col'd). 

Xenia, 

Middletomn, 

Columbia, 

ti 

Youngatown, 

Mill  Creek, 

<< 

t€ 

Zane»ciUe. 

Millersburg, 

Cokeburg, 

'* 

Mt.  Jackson, 

Dutch  Fork, 

(( 

Obegon. 

Mt.  Joy, 

Florence, 

' 

Portland. 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Georgetown, 

(C 

Nazareth, 

Greenwood, 

* 

Pennsylvania. 

'New  Alexandria, 

Newburg, 
Smithville, 

( 

Altoona, 

Newburgh, 

« 

Beaver  Falls, 

New  Cumberland, 

Summerville, 

f' 

Belfonte, 

New  Sheffield, 

Winnsboro, 

" 

Bethlehem, 

Newville, 

Yorkville, 

< 

BlairscUle, 

No.  Wolf  *Creek, 

Lexington,             ' 
Mt.  Pleasant, 

* 

Bristol, 

Orrstown, 

( 

Brook  tUle, 

Parker  City, 

.   Mt.  Zion, 

* 

Burgettstown, 

Pen  n  sylvania    College, 

New  Hope.            " 

Butler, 

{Getty^mrg), 

Canal, 

Philadelphia, 

Tennessee. 

Candor, 

Philadelphia,  (Col'd.), 

Athens  (Wes.  Univ.), 

Carlisle, 

PUtsburgh, 

Bristol, 

Centerville, 

Pleasantville, 

Clarkesville, 

Ohamhershurg, 

Plymouth, 

Greenville, 

Cheltenham, 

Beading, 

Knoxville,  (E.  Tennes 

Chester, 

RousevUle, 

see  University. 

Clearfield, 

Scranton, 

Coatesville, 

Sharon, 

Texas. 

Connelsville, 

Slieakleyville, 

Houston, 

Cross  Creek, 

Shippensburg, 

Rockport. 

Crescent, 

Shrewsbury, 

Danville, 

SusqueTianna  Depot, 

Vermont. 

Downlngtown, 

TemperancevUle, 

Bradford, 

Doyle^town, 

Tidioute, 

Bridport, 

Dunbar, 

TitusvUle, 

Bristol, 

East  Hickory, 

Tunkhannock, 

Brownsville, 

Easton, 

Turtle  Creek, 

Burlington, 

Ehen^urg, 

TyroM, 
Union  City, 

Charlotte, 

Emlenton, 

East  Middlebury, 

Erie, 

Union  Comers, 

.     Fairfax, 

Florence, 

Uniontown, 

Fairhaven, 

Faxsburg, 

Warren, 

Fairlie, 

Frankford, 

Washington, 

Felchville, 

Franklin, 

Wattsburg, 

Hubbardston, 

Freeport, 

Waync^oro, 

Lincoln, 

Oermantown, 

Weatlierby, 

Ludlow, 

Gettysburg, 

Westchester, 

Manchester, 

Great  Bend, 

West  Fairview, 

Montpelier, 

Greencastle, 

West  Greenville, 

North  Bennington, 

Greece  City, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Noricich, 

Hanover, 

Williamsport, 

Orwell, 

Harris^urg, 

Wurtemburg, 

Peacham, 

Hermon, 

York, 

Persi. 

Hopewell, 

Young    Men's   Union, 

Poultney, 

HughisvUle, 

(Philadelphia). 

Salisbury, 

HulmeviUe, 

Shoreham, 

Huntingdon, 

Rhode  Island. 

Springfield, 

Jersey  Shore, 

Bnstot, 

St.  Johnsbury, 

Johnstown, 

Pawtucket, 

Sudbury, 

Kensington, 

Providence, 

Townsend, 

Lafayette  Col.,  Easton, 

Westerly. 

Underbill  Centre, 

Lancaster, 

Vergennes, 

Lebanon, 

South  Carolina. 

Waterbury, 

McKeysport, 

Cluirleston,        (Col'd). 

W^aterbury  Centre, 

Manlmm, 

tt                    t< 

West  Cfutrlotte, 
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Weston, 

Weybridge, 

Wilmington, 

Windham, 

Windsor, 

Winooski. 


ViBGINIA. 

Alexandria, 

Christianbnrg, 

Emery. 

Lynchburg, 

Marion, 

Norfolk, 

Richmond, 

Roanoke  CcVge,  Salem, 


Virginia   Military    In- 
stitute, 
Warwick. 

West  Virginia. 

Charles  town, 

Charlottesville  (Vir- 
ginia  University), 

Clarksburg, 

Fairmont, 

Grafton, 

Kanawa  Salines, 

Maiden,     . 

Maudevile, 

Morgantown,  (Univ*ty 
of  W.  Va.), 

Moundville, 


Parkersburg, 
Point  Pleasant, 
Wheeling, 


Wisconsin. 
Beaver  Dam, 
Beloit, 

Fort  Howard, 
Janemlle, 
Madison, 
Maquokato, 
Portage  City, 
Presoott, 
Racine, 
Ripon, 
WMte  Water. 


ERRATA.. 


In  the  List  of  Associations,  beginning  with  page  LXIII,  the  following  are 
contained,  which,  however,  are  not  enrolled  among  the  Associations  entitled  to 
representation  at  th6  International  Conventions ;  some  because  they  do  not 
conform  to  the  resolutions,  passed  at  the  Detroit  and  Portland  Conventions, 
respecting  the  evangelical  test  of  membership  ;  and  the  rest  because  they  have 
not  furnished  the  Executive  Committee  with  copies  of  their  Constitutions,  as 
required  by  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  Washington  Convention  : 


Parrsboro,  Can. 
Dalhousie,  N.  B. 
St.  Stephen,  " 
Parrsboro,  N.  S. 
Amherst  Coll.,  Mass. 
Camanche,  Ind. 
Gloucester,  Mass. 
Hempstead,  N.  Y. 
Widesville,  O. 
Bristol,  Pa. 

Butler, 
Canal,  ** 


East  Hickory, 

Ebensburg, 

Gettysburg, 

Greece  City, 

Hughesville, 

Huntingjton, 

Millersburg, 

Mount  Jackson, 

New  Cumberland, 

Newville, 

North  Wolf  Creek, 

Orrstown, 


Pa. 


Union  Corners,       Pa. 
Weatherby, 
West  Greenville, 
Chester,  S, 

Dutch  Forks, 
Smith  ville, 
Summerville, 
Mount  Zion, 
Mount  Pleasant, 
New  Hope, 
Maquokato,  Wis. 


To  the  list,  beginning  with  page  LXIII,  should  be  added  the  following  As- 
sociations : 


Richmond,  N*.  B. 
Upper  Stewiacke,  N.  S. 
Danielsonvllle,  Conn. 
Morris,  *  * 

Norwalk,  '* 

Rockville,  ' ' 

Camanche,  Iowa. 
Manhattan,  Kan. 
East  Gloucester,  Mass. 
Middleboro,  ** 

No.  Bridge  water,  " 
Yarmouthport,        ** 
Duluth,  Minn. 
Mankato,  *' 
Redwing,   *' 
Batavia,  N.  Y. 

Brewsters  Station, 
Camden, 
Canastota, 
Delhi, 

Dobb's  Feny, 
East  New  York, 


N.  Y. 


Greenwich, 

Little  Britain, 

Nicholsville, 

Ogden  Centre, 

Owego, 

Palmyra, 

Phelps, 

Plattsburg, 

Richmond, 

Riverhead, 

Spring  Valley, 

Whitehall, 

Wayne, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Wellsville,  O. 

Beaver,  Pa. 

Bloomsburg, 

E.  Whiteland, 

Lycominff  Creek, 

NewMilford, 

North  East, 

Petroleum  Centre 


Tamaqua,  Pa. 
Westfield, 
Whiteland, 
Wilkshone, 

Wilkinsburg,  ** 

Wolf  Creek,  ** 

Spartansburg,  S.  C. 

Sumpter,  ** 
York  ville, 

Berlin,  Vt. 

Brandon,  ** 

Brattleboro,  ** 

Johnstown,  " 

Middlebury,  " 

Mount  Holly,  ** 
Pittsford, 
Rutland, 

Stowe,  ** 
W.  Rutland, 

Woodstock,  ** 
Washington  &  Leo  Uni- 
versity, Lexington,  Va. 


To  the  list  of  subscriptions,  on  pp.  66-68,  should  be  added  the  following : 
Belchertown,  Mass.,  same  as  last  year  ;  Pennsylvania  Coll.,  $5  ;  Germantown, 
Pa.,  10  copies  ;  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  $10 ;  Lowell,  |5  (additional) ;  Meriden,  Conn., 
4  copies. 

(After  Mirimichi,  N.  B.),  C.  D.  Tucker,  (5  ;  Geo.  H.  Allen,  |5 ;  H.  M.  Moore, 
$15. 


E.  Brooklyn,  $30,  10  copies ;  New  York,  Bowery  Br..  |26,  2  copies  ;  New 
York,  50  copies. 

(After  Olivet,  Mich.),  5  copies,  and  M.  S.  Crosby,  (5. 

Plantsville,  Conn.,  |15. 

(After  Po'keepsie,  N.  Y.),  Geo.  H.  Allen,  |5  ;  Jno.  Dooley.  |5  ;  Mra.  Fox, 
|10 ;  E.  P.  Woods,  for  Vassar  Coll.,  $5 ;  A.  W.  Boler,  |10;  G.  A.  Hall,    $5. 

Rochester  Min.,  N.  T.,  should  be  Rochester  University,  N.  Y. 

(After  Selma,  Ala.),  R.  Weidensall,  |1. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  1  copy;  Westfield,  Mass.,  I  copy. 

(After  Worcester,  Mass.),  G.  C.  Whitney,  |10. 

(After  York,  Pa.),  H.  A.  Wheeler,  $5. 

Also,  as  individual  subscriptions  :  L.  R.  Sargent,  $5 ;  D.  W.  Glass,  $10 ; 
E.  A.  Buck,  $10 ;  F.  H.  Revell,  $25  ;  H.  H.  Otto,  $25  ;  Cash,  in  various  sums, 
$81.50. 

Several  coins,  &c.,  were  sold  as  follows  :  An  English  Sovereign  to  C.  D. 
Tucker  for  $60 ;  A  Mexican  Dollar  to  R.  K.  Remington  for  $7 ;  An  English 
Sovereign  to  C.  D.  Tucker  for  $37.50  ;  A  Syrian  Coin  to  H.  H.  Otto  for  $5.50  ; 
A  Chinese  Coin  to  G.  C.  Whitney  for  $3  ;  A  Syrian  Coin  to  Mr.  Lod^wood  for 
$10 ;  a  Cabinet  of  Fossils  to  C.  D.  Tucker  for  $20 ;  A  Cabinet  of  Fossils 
to  O.  0.  Howard  for  $20  ;  A  Pen  to  C.  D.  Tucker  for  $5. 
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,ijiifd  Mt  Li»vtU)  June  14tk,  1173,  far  Tbf««  Taan. 


4S  Pine  Stiwl 
104  Julin  Su^ 
JiLj  ^        -        -  103  FiiltoD  Strain 
jIqUEUT  K   McBURNEY,  Y.  M,  C.  a.  Building,  2M  St.,  jmd  4ili  ire 

jjiXJAR  HUTCniNS,        ,        .        ,        -        37  Pine  Stw^t 
liKXJAMESr  C.  WETMORE,         -        -        -      9  Pine  St  -t 

VKl^KANUS  MORSE,  M.  D.,         271  Carlton  Ave.,  BrooiJui 

RICHARD  C.  MORSE,  Gemral  Secretary, 
At  the  Office  of  the  Committee,  mr.  ^d  ^.  and  4th  Am.,  J^.  F, 
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i$$xxuvm&inq  p^mbfrjt. 


JVy w  Bt'uiiMmkk , . . ,  .JOSHUA  CLAWSOX. . 

Ntmt  Seiftia., ,  - .JAMES  FARQUH AK, . 

OtikiHo .. ,GEO.  A.  YOU^^G . 

q^tdfec .ALFRED  SANDII AM, , 

AMfimti H.  L,  McKEE 

Ct^?ifi€Hteut ,  .C-  M.  VMLCOX. ...... 

BltttriciofVutumlHa.    *...Rev,  GEO.  A.  HALL.. 

Flonda C.  L.  ROBIMSON 

ae4rgia ....J.  U.  CRANSTON 

A'amuM W.  F.  DOWNS...,.,.. 

KmUmJty .,.J.  L.  WHEAT .,, 

Maim. ........W.  H.  HuBBS  ...,..., 

Maryland, J.  A.  HOUSTON 

MLmtehuedt«. , . , .  .H.  A.  STAPLES. . . ,  , , 

Michmn F.  D.  TAYLOR 

Minntmia ,  . .  - * .  D.  C.  BELL,  ..♦......, 

Ntbrrnkfi .- , J-  C.  DENISE, , 

iTew  Jork....... EHSKIKE  DHL 

Nm  Jersey C  B.  MORRIS 

iffl«  MampMrt .M.  B,  CBITCIlErr. . , , 

M&rth  Carolma R.  H.  T.  HUDSON. . . , 

Ohw W.  J.  COOKE.. 

Pitin^ulmnia .Risv.  S.  A.  TAQG ART. 

RAoJ^  2dand , J.  C.  H ARTSHORNE  . . 

B&uth  CtiroUna .C.  E.  CHICHESTER . , , 

Tennem^... JOHN  E.  BURSON,... 

Verm&nt A,  J.  HOWE... 

Yirginia JDLIUa  D.  DREHEE  . 

W€9t  Virginia C.  J.  9TEALEY. 


,  .Bt,  Jolin. 

.Halifax. 
.  .HR^miltoiL 

.Monifcssl. 

.New  London. 

.Jack&oDirille, 

.AuirusUi- 

.Atcliisoo. 

.LoaierllJo, 

.Fortljiiid, 

.  B&lttm^ 

.Bvstoo. 

.Deimit, 

.Minmeft^lii. 

Pouglikeepse, 
,Mont€ltur- 
.CoBCfttd. 
.R&leigli. 
,  Cleyelftiid^ 
.Piltstjnrgii. 
.Pmndenee. 
.Columlda. 
.Briet4>L 
*Moiiti«?Jier. 
,Roanuke  C4>lli 
.ClATksborg. 


ffgft.  t 
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